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HOUSE or LORDS. 


TuxspAv, APRIL 1, 1794. | 


N a Committee, went through the Alien Bill, the Whale 
Fiſhery Bill, and the Callico Bill. 

Mr. Hobart, Sir William Heathcote, and others, brought up 
the New Militia Bill, the Abingdon OP wells: one Road, 
one Naturalization, and ſix uy Bills. | 

r . 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuzspay, 4pril.1. 


| | Rellides Naturalization and the Empingham [nclofure Bills 
wary m the third time, and paſſed. 
Popham moved, © That leave be given to brin 
« Bill for the better taking of ſpecial Bain Actions an Suits 
« depending in the Court of Seſſion i in the eee Palatine on. - 
« Lancaſter. ?.-Granted. 1 
© SINECURE PLACES. | | 
"ij; Harriſon gave notice, that on Tueſday next he mould 
move for leave to bring in a Bill for appropriating certain emo- 
luments, penſions, and ſinecure places for the ſervice of the 
Public, according to the difpoſition of Parliament, during the 
pfeſent war: He meant to include in this regulation certain 
efficient places to a certain amount, aud of a certain deſcrip- 
tion, as well as ſinecures. | 
Mr. Bark ſaid, he hoped we ſhould have ſome other effici- 
ent reſources for carrying on the war. | 
- VOLUNTEER BILL. 


The Chancethr of the Exchequer moved the Order of 1 Day, 
for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houſe, on the Bill for the encouragement of ſuch men as ſhall 
voluntarily enrol themſelves for the anten deiencs of the 


kingdom durin the preſent war. 18888 
N . ae, 


. „* —— tonnes 4 8 


no rule or ſtandard for every future. 
power of Parliament, he was far from thinking it omnjpotent, 


0 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons. 


My. Francis wiſhed to know, whether, if this Bill paſſed, it 


- was underſtood that ſubſcriptions for raiſing troops would be 


held to be ſanctioned by Parliament ? . 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, there was no declara- 
tion in this Bill on the ſubje& ; but he had not the ſmalleſt 
difficulty in ſaying, that when the corps was enliſted, he had 
40 doubt that the application of any ſubſcription towards 
forming that corps would be ſecured by the Bill. | 


Mr. Serjeant Adair ſaid, it was his intention to offer on the 


report, a clauſe expreſsly to authoriſe ſubſcriptions, to remove 


_ doubts on the law as it now ſtood, and that, without glancing 


at that queſtion either the one way or the other. 
The Chancellor ' of the Exchequer conceived ſuch clauſe to be 
unneceſſary, and faid he ſhould therefore oppoſe it. Leu: 
Mr. Francis complained of a practice, which, in his opi- 
nion, militated againſt the freedom of debate, and in which 


both fides of the Houſe were perhaps equally blameable : It 


was of importance in the proceedings of the Houſe, and he felt 


/ perſonally the force of it: He meant the cuſtom which men 


of great talents for eloquence adopted, of making very long, 
and ſometimes very tedious, ſpeeches z the conſequence of 
which was, that if a Member, not remarkable for ſuch powers, 


wiſhed to deliver his ſentiments, he had no attention paid to 


him, although his ſpeech might have the beſt of all qualities in 


Iit—that of brevity. Had he been able to obtain a hearing on 
that night when they were diſcuſſing the propriety of the 
Houſe receiving pecuniary aids through any other medium or 


ſanction than that of Parliament, it was his intention to have 
endeavoured to ſhew, that they argued upon improper ground, 
when they took that of precedent inſtead of principle, upon 


which alone the Houſe ſhould form their deciſion. Whatever 
Parliament might have decided upon former occaſions, might. 


very fairly be urged in aid of other ee but ſhould form 
ciſion. Great as was the 


as it muſt be ever ſubject to the rules of general juſtice : But 
of ſtill leſs importance were thoſe precedents drawn from the 
conduct of particular perſons whilſt in office. What had he 
to do, what had that Houſe to do, with tlie opinion or the con- 
duct of individuals at different times, when the point before 
them related to the ſpirit of the conſtitution? Of what im- 


portance was it to any Member of that "Houſe; wiſhing to 


judge for himſelf, what was thought or done in the year 1782, 
or any other year, by Mr. Fox, or Mr. Pitt, or the Earl of 
Shelburne, or the Marquis of Rockingham, or Lord North, or 
any other man? The duty of every Member of that Houſe was 
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to form his judgment and decide for himſelf; and having 
done ſo, he was of opinion that the meaſure of raiſing troops in 
any way, or the levying of money in any manner, on the people, 
but by the Commons in Parliament, was unconſtitutional and 
dangerous. This point he illuſtrated by various arguments, 
and warned the Houſe of the dangerous extent to which ſuch 
a practice might lead. He added, that if the neceſſary ſupply 
was demanded in the regular Parliamentary form, he was) ane 
of. thoſe who would readily agree to a much greater ſum than 
was likely to be raiſed in the cirevitous and ſuſpicious manner 
that formed the efſence of the meaſure of the dax. 
Mr. Fox regretted that it became neceflary for him to advert 
to what had been ſaid on ſeveral parts of this ſubject, particu- 


85 larly after the rebuke he, in common with Gentlemen on botn 


ſides, too juſtly received from his Hon. Friend; but the man- 
ner in which the buſineſs of 1782 had been brought forward 
by the Attorney General on a former debate, impoſed a duty 

on him which he was compelled to diſcharge. Mr. Fox en- 

tered into the nature, meaning, and extent of the (circular let= 
ter of the Earl of Shelburne, in May 1782, and alſo of his own 
eonduct in 1782, and defied any perſon to ſhew. the inconſiſt- 

ency of them. He defended the character of the Marquis of 
Rockingham, who had joined with him in the meaſure of Ad- 

miniſtration in 1782, in which he muſt again repeat, what he 

had ſo often ſaid; that there was not one word of a fubſcrip- 

tion ſtated, ſuggeſted, or hinted at in any part of the letter; 
the plan was totally different; it was to take the advice of 
mayors, magiſtrates of towns, and county officers, upon the 
plain queſtion, Whether it was practicable and fafe to arm the 

people ? And no one man was to be paid, nor could they be: 
ubject to military law; for thoſe who came in the morning 

were at liberty to go away again at night. It was nothing more 
than ſimply to teach ſuch of them the uſe of arms as deſired to 
be taught. He had no objection; nay, he wiſhed the ſubject 
thould be revived and diſcuſſed again, for the Attorney Ge- 
neral had brought fix or ſeven anſwers to the letter-of the 
Earl of Shelburne, to ſhew what he called the general ſenſe of. 
the country on that letter; and then he had choſen to con- 
clude, that whatever the framers of the letter might think, the 
people at large thought a ſubſcription was to be opened in 
conſequence of it. What was here called the genera/ ſenſe of 
the country, was taken from /#ven or eight anſwers, ſeſected 
from the Treaſury, out of the maſs of anſwers from the coun- 
try, amounting im number to one hundred and forty. He wiſhed, 
therefore, the-whole of theſe anſwers to be produced, and. the 
ſubject again diſcuſſed, that the Public might have an opportus; . 
* 1 N a n ity 


5 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Compmont, | 
nity of judging fairly on that point, whether the Adminiſtra- 


tion of 1782 had ip any one thing countenanced any thing 
like a ſubſcription, The only thing in which money was 
talked of at all, was that of paying ſome labouring men, for 
their loſs of time, ſome trifle. He believed that if the 140 an- 
ſwers he alluded to were produced, they would lead to a very 
different concluſion from that which was drawn by the Attor- 


ney General, from the partial extracts, conſiſting of ſeven or _ 


eight, the moſt favourable to his purpoſe. For this reaſon he 
wiſhed the diſcuſhon to be revived. 


Myr. Burke faid, that a long ſpeech on a ſubjeCt where a man 
had not good materials, was a dangerous thing | 


Solid men of Boſton, make no long potations; 
Solid men of Boſton, make no long orations. 


He ſhould endeavour to profit by this advice. At the period 
ailuded to, Mr. Fox maſt know, that though he held an office 
ſuppoſed ro be very high and very advantageous, yet he was as 
completely ignorant of what was paſſing in the Cabinet as any 
man in England. He was then very fully employed in draw- 
ing up voluminous reports on the affairs of India, and alſo in a 
laborious inveſtigation into the details of the public offices. 
'Theſe, together with the ſevere and arduous duties of his own 
department, left him but very little time to attend to any other 
buſineſs; and as to the preſent tranſaction, he proteſted that 
the ſmalleſt trace of it did not remain upon his memory. He 
muſt, however, ſay, from his private and intimate knowledge 
of the illuſtrious Marquis of Rockingham, that no man was 
more incapable of coacurring in any thing which he thought 
to be unconſtitutional. | Ee 
Mr. Sheridan felt himſelf much diſappointed in that kind of 
defence which he had a right to expect from Mr. Burke, of the 
conduct of the Marquis of Rockingham, and ſuppoſed, that 
the injunction againſt “ long orations” was not the only moral 


precept in that ſyſtem of ethics alluded to, which ſerved to re- 


gulate the conduct of that Right Hon. Gentleman. He would 
take the liberty to remind him of another paſſage in the ſame 
approved writer, in which he ſays | 8 6 
Now it hapt in the country he went for a bleſſing ; 
And from his new daddy to get a new leſſon, 


He went to daddy Jenky, by Trimmer Hal attended: | 
In ſuch company, good lack 1 how his morals muſt be mended ! 


He obſerved, that Mr. Fox had mentioned the juſtificaticn 


of the Noble Marquis to have been one of his chief motives for 
entering into the explanation z whereas Mr. Burke was con- 
tented to d<ciare his ignorance of the proceeding, and leave 


the 
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Aziz 3) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS.” 0s 7 
the memory of the Marquis of Rockingham to be defended by 


others. He charged Mr. Burke with inconſiſtency, in com- 
pPhinjng of the place which he formerly held, and the loſs of 
which he bewailed immediately after the Adminiſtration to 
which he belonged was diſmiſſed. He called to his remem- 
brance the ſpeech which he made upon that occaſion, with 2 
profeſſed ſenſibility of regret in the loſs of all the enjoyments 
of which he was deprived, and amongſt others the muſic of 
drums and fifes, which regularly afforded him a morning ſere- 
nade. Returning to the ſubject, he ſaid, he wondered that 
the Right Hon. Gentleman ſhould not have thought as much 
of defending the Marquis on general grounds: He had at 
leaſt as much reaſon for it as Mr. Fox. He then made ſeveral 
obſervations on Mr. Burke's memory, and afterwards pro- 
ceeded to ſtate how ſhameful it would be, if the miniſter 
ſhould, as it were, give a brief to the Attorney General from 
the Treaſury, with theſe garbled extracts of anſwers to Lord 
 Phelburne's letter, and then that theſe extracts were. to be 
printed in a miniſterial paper at length, as a proof of all that 
Fane in the year 1782, when it was known that the an- 
ſwers were in all 140, and that theſe ſeven or eight were 
merely ſelected for a Treaſury purpoſe : All this to impoſe 
on the Public.  , e | 295 
He wiſhed the Right Hon. Gentleman oppoſite him would 
add one more retraction to what he had already made, and 
_ conſent to the production of thoſe papers; then it would be 
found how different the circumſtances were in the year 1782 
from what they were at preſent. At that time the meaſure of 
requiring the people to take up arms for their own defence 
was deemed too democratic; ſo far from being thought to in- 
_ creaſe the influence of the Crown, it was ſaid to be fimilar to 
the plan of the volunteers of Ireland; and would any one ſay 
that the Iriſh volunteers had increaſed the influence of the 
Crown? The meaſure of the year 1778 was one which had 
very only been condemned. | Thy, 
Ar. Burke returned his ſincere thanks to the philoſopher for 
"thoſe moral inſtructions which he was ſo kind as to convey to 
him, and of which he ſaid he ſhould not fail to profit, from 2 
conviction of how much the value of moral leſſons was en- 
hanced, by being ſo well exemplified in the life and actions of 
the preacher. That man muſt, indeed, know little of mora- 
lity, who was not conſcious that the longeſt life was too ſhort 
for the attainment of its perfection; and he who practiſed 
morals with the moſt delicate obſervance, would find ſuſhcient 
imperfections to prevent him from boaſting of it. Without 
| ſubjecting himſelf, however, to the imputation of mig. wo 


WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Cortheonts, | 
hoped he might ſo far rely upon his moral character, as to ſup- 
ſe that it could receive neither diminution nor addition from 
any teſtimony which the Hon. Gentleman might bear to- 
ut two other points, of which he ſhould take 
Firſt, what was ſaid of his diflike to official ſitua- 
tion; and ſecondly, the inattention of which he was accuſed 
to the vindication of the Marquis of Rockingham. To the 
firſt he would ſay, that he never profeſſed himſelf indifferent 
to the emoluments of official ſituation, or to the rank or pa- 
tronage that it afforded ; and that, both in public and private, 
he had always condemned the ridiculous jargon of thoſe who 
To the ſecond he would only obferve, 
that though ſome charges of inconſiſtency had been made - 
againſt the Right Hon. Gentleman oppoſite to him, for his pre- 
ſent opinions, he never had heard an 
Marquis of Rockingham. 

Zr. Sheridan declared, that it was a great miſtake to fup- 
poſe that he had either intended, or made any attack upon the 
morality of the Right Hon. Gentleman who had juſt ſat 
down; if his words had been attended to, it would appear 
that he ſuppoſed him to poſſeſs it in ſuch ſuperabundance, 
that he might even ſpare ſome part of it for the Right Hon. 
Gentlemen that ſurrounded him. [Mr. Burke was ſitting 
upon the Treaſury Bench.] In ſpeaking of his official ſitua- 
tion, he did no more than repeat his own expreſſions; and 
if the Right Hon. Gentleman had attended to the laſt debate, 
he would have heard direct charges of inconſiſtency brought 
againſt the Marquis of Rockingham. | 585 

Mr. Burke ſaid, that being otherwiſe diligently employed 
in fulfilling the duty impoſed upon him by the Houſe, there 
were only one or two ſubjects upon which he attended its 
_ debates; though, by way of extraordinary inducement, the 
Hon. Gentleman always held out to him the dbuceur of having, 
upon every occaſion, the whole conduct of his life ripped up 
and ranfacked. Recurring to the official ſituation which he 

at one time held, while the Hon. Gentleman was Secretary to 
the Treaſury, he declared it to be ſo irkſome to him, on ac- 
count of the neglect of others, that it was with much difficulty 
he was prevented from throwing it up, nor would any con- 
fideration induce him willingly to paſs ſo diſagreeable a time 
He concluded with a cenſure of Mr. Sheridan, in 
gning the morality of a man of whom he knew { 
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Shelburne's letter, obſerving that the meaſure, in general, was 
not much noticed or acted upon in the country; and it was 
ſufficient if, in the few places where any proceedings were held 
upon it, the general underſtanding was, that a free contribu- 
tion was ſolicited. He expreſſed an indifference as to the epi- 
thets that had been applied to him, and remained of his for- 
mer opinion on the ſubject. He maintained that by this plan, 
on the confeſſion of the Right Hon. Gentleman himſelf (Mr, 
Fox), money was to have been given to ſome of the perſons 
who were to aſſemble under it; for this no proviſion - was 
made by Parliament. He wiſhed to know how much leſs 
that was than a ſubſcription? and as to the number being 
only ſeven or eight, he had only been apprized of the thing at 
all after the debate began; and it was not to the number of 
the anſwers, but to the principle they proceeded upon, that at- 
tention ought to be direQed. 1 
Mr. Rolle ſaid, that in the county to which he belonged, 2 
meeting was held upon Lord Shelburne's letters, and a fub- 
ſcription entered into. | | | | 
The queſtion for committing the Bill was then put and car- 
ried, and Mr. Hobart took the Chair. | 
Te Cbantellor of the Exchequer obſerved, that the moſt ma- 
terial difference between this Bill and that of 1782 was, that it 
extended to the caſes of internal riot and tumult, and of im- 
minent danger of invaſion. The reaſons of this further la- 
titude he had before ſubmitted to the Houſe as eſſentially con- 
nected with the principles of the Bill, and it would therefore 
be unneceſſary for him to advert to them in the Committee. 
In this ſtage, however, it was proper to mention ſome modi- 
fications which had occurred to him on the ee of 
various Gentlemen, as well as upon his own reflection. He 
thought it likewiſe more expedient to bring them forward as 
amendments rather than as clauſes, to be afterwards added to 
the Bill, as in the firſt caſe they might be reprinted with the 
Bill, and thereby be more generally diſcuffed. 17 955 
1. He meant to propoſe that no one, inrolling himſelf in any - 


of theſe Volunteer Corps, ſhould be compelled to ferve in any 
other caſe, or on any other terms than thoſe expreſſed in the 
conditions of the inrollment. 5 85 
2. That all perſons ſo inrolled ſhould be exempt from . 25 
ballot for the militia that may occur during the time of ſuch 
inrollment. W | | 
3. That the ſergeants, corporals, and drummers ſhould be 
liable to be billetted, in the ſame manner as they are in the mi- 
litia, though the corps is not called our. 


Vor- III. | C 4. That 
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4. That when his Majeſty ſhall think fit ſo to require, the 
arms, &c. ſhall be delivered up. „ 
F. That all Court Martials, when they are called out, ſhall 
conſiſt only of officers belonging to Volunteer Corps. | 
Mr. Sheridan wiſhed to know if inrollment was to be con- 
fidered as tantamout to inliſting: And if, in conſequence, a 
perſon inrolled could be obliged to march when the requiſition 
was made? He thought the extenſion of the Act to the caſes 
of riot and tumult to be not only unneceſſary, but inconſiſtent 
with the preamble of the Mutiny Ack. Military aid to the 
civil magiſtrate was unknown to the conſtitution, though ſo 
much reſorted to of late. He wiſhed alſo to know if. thoſe 
corps would be under martial law, if a ſheriff choſe to call them 
out on any paltry riot? 5 44 

The Chancellor of the Ichegquer ſaid, the Bill would contain 
no power to compel the corps to march even when called on; 
it was thought ſufficient to truſt to the ſpirit of Engliſhmen, 
and the obligation they themſelves would feel from the en- 
gagement they had made. When, however, they did march, 
they would be conſidered on actual ſervice, receive pay, and be 
ſubject to military diſcipline. He conceived, that it was 
highly proper to extend the proviſions of the Act to caſes of 
riot and tumult. If they exiſted in any town, or in the 
country, for what. imaginable reaſon ſhouid we debar ourſelves 
from the power of reſorting to ſuch a ready and efficacious 


| be 7 b 
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diſturbance of the peace. | 5 

The preſent Bill only extended their authority to adjoining 
counties; and this, he thought, none could oppoſe, who con- 
ſidered that the only chance of ſucceſs which our enemies 
could have in caſe of an invaſion, was by a co-operation with 
ſome internal diſturbance. | no 

He wiſhed 'it therefore to be generally known in the country, 
that the ſecurity and protection of the: hing/:m depended as much on 


the exiſtence of ſuch a force in large manufaFturing towns, and the, 


interior of the country, as on the ſea cogſt. 
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trates, but ſaid he had only ſtated facts on that ſubſect. 


only, was to exiſt while there was a rebellion, or the appearauce 


of it, he ſhould not have objected to it. | 
The Soficitor General (Mr. Mitford) thought this Bill per- 
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Mr. Sheridan obſerved, that the poſſe comitatus was not un- 


der his Majeſty's command, nor governed by officers of his 


appointment, and this undoubtedly conſtituted a material dif- 


ference. He ſhould have thought it would have been ſufficient 
of commiſſion of array and aſſizes 


ko revive the ancient practice 


of arms. | VV 
The Solicitor General ſaid, theſe commiſſions and aſſizes were 


diſperſed on the authority and at the diſcretion of the King, 


and that the ſheriff might compel any ſoldier or omen — 


of any rank within his county, to aſſiſt him in caſe o 
e For 

Mr. Sheridan aſked, if a ſoldier might quit his corps on the 
requiſition of the ſheriff, without incurring the penalties of de- 


ſertion; or if he could do fo in diſobedience to the commands 


of his ſuperior officer? | 18 | 
The. Solicitor General thought he might by the Common Law; 

but how far the Mutiny Act had altered it in that reſpect, he 

was not then prepared to ſay. e 


General Smith conceived that by the proviſions of the Bill, 


volunteers had only to refuſe pay, and then they would no 
longer be ſubjected to martial law. He thought ſuch 


power being known to exiſt in the country, would prevent 


res and tumults, as well as repreſs them, if they ſhould 
ariſe. 4 EY 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, the Hon. General would 


on further conſideration ſee that, under this conception of the 


Bill, more inconyenience than advantage would reſult z and ſo 


different was his opinion of the operation and intention of the 
Bill, that he could not refrain from expreſſing it. Theſe corps. 


were to march only under the obligation of honour, and their 
own promiſe; but when once they had marched they would 
be under military difcipline while they continued in pay, and 
they would remain in pay as long as Government in its diſcre- 
tion, ſubject as in all other caſes to reſponſibility, ſhould think 


roper. | | 
8 Smith ſaid, an army under his command in India 
once refuſed to receive pay, and thought themſelves in con- 
ſequence releaſed from military obedience; he therefore 
* that the opinions of lawyers ſhould be taken on the 
u | e | 324 | 4 F / 
| The Ghancelher of the Exchequer declared, that if he had wy | 


doubt on the point, he ſhould readily ayail himſelf of the af-, 
ſiſtance of learned men; but under the Mutiny Bill it was 
clear, that a ſoldier inliſted, and becoming liable to receive pay; 


was ſubject to the rules of martial law, without any power of 
releaſing himſelf from that ſubjection. . 
| | | Hen 
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Serjeant Adair concurred with the Right Hon. Gentleman 
on the operation of the Mutiny Bill. He thought it not fuf- 
ficiently clear, whether, if a corps be called out in caſe of 
riot, it is liable to be continued in arms during the war. As 
this was not the intention of the Act, he conceived that it 
would be adviſable to ſpecify in the clauſe relating to this 
ſubject “ That they ſhould only receive pay while they con- 
tinued in the ſervice on which they were called out.“ He 
thought alſo, that if it were meant to leave it at the option of 


-.-—"_ corps to march or not, it ſhould be explicitly ſaid, becauſe, 


under the words of the Bill as it ſtood at preſent, he had ſome 


doubts whether it was at their option. | 
. The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſad, it was meant only to 
rely on the duty of fulfilling their promiſe as to their marching, 
and he could not conceive that any doubt of their being able 
to chuſe on that e free from the coercion of any law 

could ariſe. The Mutiny Bill would only attach on them 
when they actually had marched, and could therefore compet 
them to march, The words of ne preſent Bill were to the 
ſame effect. | 2 by 8 
The Committee then went through the various clauſes and 
amendments; after which the Bill was reported, ordered to be 
printed, and the report to be taken into further conſideration 
on Friday the 4th of April. 855 | | 


FRENCHMEN IN THE PAY OF GREAT BRITAIN, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he was ſorry the Houſe 
was not fuller, but he muſt give notice of a ſubject of con- 
ſiderable importance. It might in the courſe of the next cart» 
paign become adviſable for his Majeity to avail himſelf on 
the continent of the aſſiſtance of Frenchmen who were will- 
ing to be employed in his Majeſty's ſervice there, and that this 
was likely to be to a very conſiderable extent ; he ſhould there- 
fore move for leave to bring in a Bill on Friday, the 4th, for 
that purpoſe. « 5 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, this ſeemed to him to be as alarming a. 
3 as any he ever heard; he wiſhed the notice had 
een given in a fuller Houſe. ny 1 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, the Bill he intended to 
move for would limit the number, and deſcribe thoſe who were 
to be the objects of it, as well as the continuance of their em- 


ployment. 3 8 | ; 
1 The Bill for regulating the duty on Bills of Exchange, after 
a a ſhort converſation between Mr. Huſſey, Mr. Serjeant Adair, 
the Solicitor General, and Mr: Vaughan (the latter Gentle- 
man wiſhed the Bill to be printed, and the Members for — 


Th WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Conmons; 
City of London to attend to it), paſſed the Committee; aud 
the report was ordered to be received to-morrow. | 


_ Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMANE: 
WEDNESDAY, April 2. 


Mejor Maitland ſaid, that in order to give time to the mi- 
niſter to conſider the ſubject fully, he ſhould defer the motion 


he intended to make on the 3d inſtant to the 10th, but on 
the zd he ſhould move for the Papers already mentioned 
by his Honourable Friend, Mr. Grey; relative to the laſt 
campaign. 

The Bill to indemnify the Governors; &c. of the Welt 
Indies, for having permitted the Importation and Exportation 
of Goods in Foreign Bottoms, was wee and ordered to be 
„ 26 

As was alſo the Bill for Weine the imp Duty on Bill 


of Exchange. 


The Bill for laying a new Duty on glates and Stones paſſed | 


the Committee, after a ſhort converſation; and the een was 


ordered to be received on Monday the th. 
The Bill for raiſing Money on Exchequer Bills was read a 


ſecond time, and 3 to be committed the 3d. 


The Newfoundland Judicature Bill was read a ſecond time, | 


and ordered to be committed on Friday the 4tF. 
The Committees of Supply and of Ways and Means were 


deferred to Friday the 4th. | 
| Heard Counſel on the Lau Brink Drainage! Bill. 


F e 


e e HOUSE OF LORDS. 
f  TurrsDar, April 3. 


CIRCULAR. LETTER OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 10 LORD 
5 LIEUTENANTS OF COUNTIES. 


+ S 


. The Marguis of Lanſc buon ſaid, he was extremely ſorry that he 


| had been abſent the other day, when he learnt that the circular 
letter to Lord Lieutenants of counties, Mayors and Magiſtrates 
of towns, &c. to which he had the honour to ſubſcribe his 
name as Secretary of State in 1782, had been brought under 


diſcuſſion both in that Houſe and in another place. He did 


aſſure their Lordſhips that he ſpoke with great reverence to 
both Houſes, when he. ſaid, that he had kept away by an ac: 


cidental, and | in fact a trilling circumſtance, as the Noble Duke 
1 near 


FED! 
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near him (the Duke of Grafton) well knew, as he had the 
honour of a converſation with him that morning. He ſhould 
have been extremely glad to learn, that the meaſure of 1782, 
as conſtitutional an act as ever Government adopted, ſhould 
be compared with the preſent meaſure of Government, which, 
to ſay the leaſt, is a meaſure of a very different character. 
The Marquis declared, he had availed himſelf of the firſt op- 
portunity that offered of their Lordſhips being ſummoned to 
{tate to them the cauſe of his abſence on the former day, and 
to expreſs his extreme anxiouſneſs to argue the two caſes diſ- 
tinctly and clearly; and therefore gave notice, that he meant 
to ſubmit the ſubject in ſome new ſhape to their Lordſhips' re- 
conſideration. He would not name a day, becauſe he under- 
ſtood that a Bill, to which the ſubject naturally referred, had 
been reported the preceding day in another Houſe, which in 
all probability might be expected in that Houſe towards the 
end of the next week. If accident had not entirely prevented 
him from attending the other day, when the ſubject he had 
alluded to was diſcuſſed, he ſhould have given as decided. a vote 
againſt this Jaſt meaſure of Government as ever he did in his 
life: For he had no party to adhere to, nor any temptation 
whatever to depart from the principles he always avowed, and 
which, it was the pride of his life to maintain. The Marquis 
added, that when the day of diſcuſſion arrived, he flattered 
himſelf he ſhould be able to ſhew, that there was as broad a 
diſtinction between the preſent meaſure and that of 1782, as 
between the moſt conſtitutional meaſure ever adopted, and 
one of the moſt irregular and unwarrantable in the reign of 
Charles the Firſt, ' © » EO Gon 3 
Lord Grenville ſaid, it was equally indifferent to him as to 
the courſe the Noble Marquis ſhould be pleaſed to take, or in 
what manner he meant to bring the ſubject alluded to again 
under conſideration ; he would reſerve himſelf for that occa- 
fion, and had no doubt but that he ſhould be able to ſhew the 
propniectys juſtice, and truth of the reſolution to which their 
ordſhips had come on the late debate reſpecting it, and of 
the ſoundneſs of the principles then maintained; and therefore 
he did not imagine, that they would find any reaſon to depart 
from the opinion that Houſe had ſo recently pronounced, or 
act with the ſmalleſt degree of inconſiſtency. 


1 


NAVIGATION LAWS, 


Lord Hawkeſbury moved the Order of the Day, which hav- 
ing been read, his Lordſhip ſaid, he had taken the liberty to 
have their Lordſhips ſummoned for that day, in order to ſub- 
mit to them a propoſition relative to a very TT PR, the 
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laws reſpecting the navigation of this country; a ſubject of the 
utmoſt importance, as it was cloſely connected with the naval 
power of Great Britain, and of which our anceſtors were ſo 
Enüdle, that it had, at all times, called forth their particular 
care. The ſyſtem of thoſe laws, on which ſo much depended, 


on being referred to, would be found to have been gra- 

dually eſtabliſhed by our anceſtors, whofe wiſdom in all their rel 

proceedings was moſt apparent. They well knew that a ſyſtem wi 

fo important was not to be eſtabliſhed in a, moment, that it Hi 

could only riſe to perfection by ſlow degrees, and that it muſt 15 

neceſſarily be a work of time. His Lordſhip pointed out the va- wil 

rious and manifold advantages that mult reſult to this country, wit 

as a maritime and commercial power, from a due and timely qu: 

attention to her mercantile marine. His Lordſhip took a re- gat 

view of the Navigation Laws, from the time of Richard II. to def 

the preſent period, and pointed out the improvements that of 

had been progreſſively made. As the laws now ſtood, all ſhips _ A 

importing into this country the produce of Aſia, Africa, and cer 

America, and of Ruſſia and Turkey, muſt be built in the Bri- por 

tiſh dominions; as veſſels, made free of the Britiſh ports, and ber 
three-fourths of the ſailors employed in navi ng any ſuch nur 

ſhips during peace, muſt be Britiſh ſailors; by theſe means of t 

we not only extended our trade, but alſo provided ſuch a thir 

number of ſailors for the ſervice of the country in time of war to tl 

as could not otherwiſe be collected. After dwelling for ſome this 

time upon theſe principles and regulations under the exiſting *' a ce 

laws upon the ſubjeQ, his Lordſhip ſaid, the particular occa= lege 

 fion of his coming forward to trouble the Houſe, was a cir- this 

cumſtance that had recently occurred within his own know- of tl 

ledge. A ſhip laden with gunpowder, having no other Britiſh giſte 

ſubject on board than the Maſter, had come into Cowes, in the | 

the Ifle of Wight; the ſhip had been very properly ſtopped, was 1 

and the Cuſtom-houſe officer had reported the circumſtances ſold ; 

immediately to Government; and it turned out that the ſhip |, ſhip 

had been freighted from a port in Holland with gunpowder port 
ſor the ſole uſe of the King of Sardinia, and that upon a re- claim 
ference to the ſtatutes, the ſhip being a Britiſh bottom, it was happ! 
not requiſite for her to have more than a Britiſh Maſter on port. 
ö board, and that ſhe might be navigated by foreign maripers. the C 
Il This, conſidering the vaſt importance of our doing every thing ſtated 
j to render our ſyſtem of Navigation Laws perfect, ſeemed to home 
| be an evil that called for a remedy; and therefore he meant, caſe © 
| before he ſat down, to preſent a Bill to oblige all Britiſh ſhips. Noble 
lll! to be navigated by three-fourths of Britiſh mariners, and unleſs wrong 
ji they were ſo navigated, not to be entitled to the privileges of Court 
hi Britiſh ſhips, He meant che Bill by no means to take effect Vo 


4 
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till the end of the preſent war, when, as ſo many thouſands 
of Britiſh ſeamen would be diſcharged from his Majeſty's 
navy, it would be highly neceſſary to provide a means of ex- 
erting their profeſſional abilities, at once uſeful to the coun- 
try, and ufeful to them. : | 
The next point he meant to introduce a clauſe about was, 
the ſhips employed in our coaſting trade. As the law ſtood 
reſpecting them at preſent, they were obliged to be manned 
with three-fourths Britiſh mariners, and one-fourth foreigners. 
His intention was to introduce a clauſe, obliging coaſting. 
ſhips, after the concluſion of the war, to be manned entirely 
with Britiſh mariners, becauſe he did not think it conſiſtent 
with policy to ſuffer foreigners to become too intimately ac- 
quainted with our coaſts, and becauſe, as the coaſting navi- 
gation was the great ſource of ſeamen when wanted for the 
defence of the country, it ought to be particularly the object 
of Parliamentary attention. 8 
Another clauſe of great importance was, that which con- 
cerned the out- going ſhips with the freedom of the Britiſh 
ports; by this we were enabled to know at any time the num- 
ber of ſhips belonging to this country, their meaſurement, the 
number of ſailors employed in them, a particular deſcription 
of them, and the names of all the owners of each ſhip. No- 
thing could exceed the utility of ſuch a regiſter; it extended 
to the ſale of ſuch ſhips as are free of the Britiſh ports; but in 
this it was defeCtive; for though it obliged the parties to make 
a certificate of the ſale, in order that it might enjoy the privi- 
leges of a perfeCt ſhip, yet it had ſometimes occurred that 
this had been evaded. His Lordſhip detailed the particulars 
of the mode in which a ſhip took out her certificate, was re- 
giſtered, and when ſhe was fold preſented the bill of ſale to 
the Cuſtom-houſe. To ſhew that ſome additional regulation 
was neceſſary in · theſe reſpects, he ſtated the inſtance of a ſhip 
ſold at ſea (of which, he believed, there were but few), The 
ſhip was ſold in the Welt Indies, and afterwards went from 
port to port, taking freſh cargoes on board, and all the time 
claiming and exerciſing the privileges of a Britiſh ſhip. It 
happened, however, that the ſhip was at laſt ſeized at the 
port of Savannah, m Jamaica, and the caſe was heard before 
the Court of Admiralty there; that Court, by their deciſion, 
ſtated, that no ſpecific time was limited by law for her coming 
home to be regiſtered in the port to which ſhe belonged. The 


caſe was brought before a Court of Equity, and he ſaw a 


Noble Lord in the Houſe who could beſt correct him if he was 

wrong (Lord Thurlow); but he underſtood that it was in that 

Court held, that in equity there was no remedy, and that the 
Vol. III. e ſhip 
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ſhip was entitled to the privileges of a Britiſh ſhip. The caſe 
afterwards came before the Privy Council, and a Noble. Earl 
(Lord Camden), then unfortunately abſent on account of his 
ill health, took great pains in examining the witneſſes, and 
going through the whole of the evidence; and he ſaid (for he 
well remembered the Lord Preſident's words), that. a ſhip ſold 
at ſea ought to return with all due diligence to be regiſtered, 
and he expounded his meaning by declaring, that a ſhip ſold 
at ſca might carry the cargo with which ſhe was laden to the 
port ſhe was bound for, and there take on board another 
freight, but ſhe ought to take that freight for the port at home 


to which ſhe belonged, in order to be regiſtered ; the obtain- 


ment of that regulation being a poinr which it was bound to 
aim at with all due diligence. What the Lord Preſident of the 
Council had ſo wiſely ſtated, his Lordſhip declared he meant 
to make the law of the land. | 

Having thus pointed out the particular caſes that called for 


Further regulation, and required the interpoſition of Parlia- 
ment, Lord Hawkeſbury called the attention of their Lord- 


{hips to the growing ſtate and comparative difference of amount 
of our mercantile marine from the time of Queen Elizabeth 
down to the preſent day *. | 


4 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TruRsDar, April 3. 
Read a third time, and paſſed, the Bill to indemnify the 


Governors, &c. of the Welt Indies, who have permitted the * 


importation and exportation of goods in foreign bottoms, 
GUNS AND STORES LEFT AT DUNKIRK AND TOULON. 


Major Maitland roſe in purſuance of his notice of the pre- 


ceding day, to call the attention of the Houſe to a ſubject on 
which he had troubled them before, viz. to move for Papers 
of a ſimilar nature with forme which the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer Had already object ed to producing. The Right Hon. 
Gentlema having had time for deliberation, would, he truſted, 


do as he had done on ſeveral other occaſions, acknowledge that 


his former opinion was erroneous. IIis Hon. Friend (Mr, 


* This ſpeech of Lord Hawkeſbury being upon ene of the moſt im- 
portant ſubjccts that can attract the attention of the country, the Editor 
is preparing a more copious and accurate detail of the whole argument, 
with a] the ſtatements and enumerations made by his Lordſhip with re- 
gard to the number of ſhips and ſeamen, with the meaſurement of the 
various veſſels employed in our commercial marine, from the reign of 
Elizabeth down to the preſent time; which he ſhall inſert as ſoon as it 
can be perfected, = Ft 


Grey) 
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Grey) he underſtood to have moved for abſtracts of the cor- 
reſpondence between miniſters and officers employed in con- 
duQting the war. He did not think it n*ceſfary to go ſo far, 
and ſhould be ſatisfied if the abſtracts of that correſpondence 
already commupicated to the Public in the Gazette, were col- 


lected and printed for the uſe of the Houſe, ſo as to bring the 


whole of the information reſpecting the laſt campaign, which 
miniſters had thought fit to: publiſh, into one point of view. 


On this, however, he would not inſiſt, if any objection ſhould 
be made to it; becauſe he had other materials to found his 


motion upon, reſpecting the general eonduct of the campai 
The liſts of the killed and wounded during the laſt campaign 
were of no material conſequence, and he — could have 
no perſonal concern in having them printed. e objection 
which the Right Hon. Gentleman (the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer) had made to that meaſure was, that it would tend to 
harrow the feelings of thoſe whoſe friends had unfortunately 


been the victims of war; and that it was not right to ſtate our 


loſſes to the Public, becauſe it might tend to diſcourage them 
from the proſecution of the war. As to the firſt of theſe points, 
it muſt be allowed that ſuch could not be his object in the 
motion; and as to the ſecond point, he was convinced, that 
at preſent the public opinion was, that a much greater num- 


ber were killed of the Britiſh forces than actually were, as it 


appeared from the returns which he had conſulted, and he 
thought it but right that this fact ſhould be made known to 
the Public. With regard to the other papers which he ſhould 
move for, they certainly bore more on the general queſtion of 
the conduct of the war. The length of a paper was ſometimes 
urged as an objection to printing it, but the return in queſtion 
was too ſhort to admit of that objection. If, therefore, the 


Chancellor of the Exchequer ſhould oppoſe its being printed, 


he muſt ſuppoſe that his only motive was a general principle 


of oppoſition to every thing that did not come from his own 


ſide of the Houſe. He aſked whether any fimilar papers, 


where the rights and privilege of a fellow-citizen were con- 


cerned, were ever before refuſed ? Beſides the extracts from 


the Gazettes, and the returns of the killed and wounded, he 


ſhould wiſh alſo for an exact ſtatement of the guns, ſtores, 
ammunition, &c. left behind at Dunkirk and Toulon, when 
the Britiſh forces retired from thoſe places. He next obſerved, 


that he could not forget the aſſertions, which had been made 


from the Throne on the firſt day of the ſeſſion, and which had 


ſo frequently been the ſubject of high-ſounding argument in 


that Houſe, .viz. the general ſucceſs of the campaign. He : 
believed the general ſucceſs ofthe campaign was not quite fo 
Es 85 - D 2 | | pro- 
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proſperous as was aſſerted ; and before Gentlemen uſed that 


language, he took the liberty of adviſing them not to talk of 


individual points, but to endeavour to enable themſelves to 


ſtrike a general balance. It was true, a, few tattered enſigns, 
broken wheelbarrows, and unſerviceable drums, had been 
taken, which ſerved as great trophies of victory, and made a 
capital figure in the Gazette ſtatement of our inconfederable 


loſſes; but when the people were informed of the credit fide - 


of the account, ought they not alſo to be acquainted with the 
debit ſide of the ſame account, that they might be able to 
{trike the balance for themſelves between what we gained and 
what we loſt ? The plain queſtion was this—Had, or had not, 
the Houſe of Commons, and the People of England, a right 
to be truly informed of every event of the war ? 4, 

He was glad to ſee an Hon. Baronet (Sir James Murray) in 
his place; and he would aſk that Hon. Baronet, if thirty-two 
guns, the number ſtated in the Gazette, were all that were 
left before Dunkirk ? He meant not to inſinuate that the Hon. 
Baronet had ſent a return which he believed not to be true. In 
the heat of victory, the advantage gained was naturally over- 
rated; and in the calamity of defeat, and hurry of retreating, 
the whole extent of the loſs could not poſſibly be aſcertained 
in the firſt inſtance. But when the facts were afterwards aſ- 
certained, they ought to be ſtated; and if the return ſhould 
now be refuſed, he hoped the Hon. Baronet would give the 
Houſe that information which, when his diſpatches were 
written, he might not have had the means of doing. In almoſt 
every inſtance where miniſters had employed the Britiſh troops 
ſeparately, the Major contended, that they had been ſo em- 
ployed as to be unſucceſsful. They. who exaggerated all the 
advantages obtained, in conjunction with our allies, ought to 
give a correct account of our ſeparate loſſes. His motion 
could not be objected to as tending to give improper informa- 
tion to the enemy. Of that information the enemy had long 
been in full poſſeſſion. The Houſe of Commons alone was 
ignorant. He concluded by moving, “ That an humble Ad- 
& dxeſs be preſented to his Majeſty, requeſting that he would 
« give directions that there be laid before the Houſe, returns 
&* of the number of guns and military ſtores left at Dunkirk 


« and Toulon reſpectively, on the retreat of the Britiſh forces 


& from thoſe places.“ | | | 
The Chancellor of the Exehequer ſaid, he ſhould not trouble 
the Houſe long on the queſtion, ſince, on reconſideration, he 
was confirmed in the opinion he formerly expreſſed on the 
ſubjec, and by no means inclined to retract it. What fell 
from the Hop, Gentleman had rather ſtrengthened his former 

1s» opinio n, 
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opinion, as he had confeſſed that it would be uſeleſs to him if 
the two firſt accounts were printed; if any compromiſe, there- 
fore, were to take place, he expected it would be by an acceſ- 
ſion of numbers to. his ſide, rather than any defeCtion from it. 
He had before objected to printing the return of the killed and 
wounded, as ſupeyſluous and unwiſe, becauſe it would tend to 
increaſe a circulation of the knowledge of the inevitable evils 
of war, when no good conſequence could poſſibly ariſe from 
it. It was true, in this caſe, the, calamities were in fact leſa 
than had been apprehended; but as he ſhould not have felt 
his opinion of the war, or his reſolution to carry it on, at all 
ſhaken from any degree of thoſe inſeparable evils, he thought 
it not fair to avail himſelf of the contrary argument, when, 
from accidental circumſtances, it told in his favour. The 
propoſition for printing the abſtract of the correſpondence 
publiſhed in the Gazette, neceſſarily aſſumed that theſe ab- 
ſtracts, as already publiſhed, had given ground for ſuſpecting 
that miniſters, or thoſe whom they employed, had been guilty 
of miſconduct; an aſſumption which he could not admit, and 
which ought not to have been unaccompanied with any thing 
like the ſtatement of ſome ground or other to warrant it. 
Another objection was, that if there were ground of ſuſpicion, 
it would be neceſſary to do a great deal more than print the 
abſtracts in queſtion. It would be neceſſary to call for all the 
materials for a general inquiry into the whole conduct of the 
campaign, for all the plans of operation, and all the intelli- 
gence upon which they had been formed. Theſe, it was true, 
might be laid before the Houſe on great and grave occaſions, 
but not on ſuch reaſons as were at preſent alledged. 
Whatever opinion the Hon. Gentleman had himſelf adopted 
concerning the Britiſh troops when ſeparately employed, he 
had not the ſmalleſt heſitation to declare, that, with the fingle 
exception of the ſiege of Dunkirk, they had been as ſucceſsful 
as they had been brave in every conflict in which they had been 
engaged. Guns, colours, and ſtores, he ſaid, would be as 
bad materials for the declamation which was apprehended as 
for argument. Had miniſters ever ſtated our having taken 
more ſtores from the enemy than the enemy from us as a 
proof of ſucceſs? No ſuch thing. They had faid that, on a 
general view of territory, of points of attack, of relative force 
and internal ſituation, we had now much better grounds to 
hope for ſucceſs than at the commencement of the war. 
What could be more obvious, than that when an expedition 
was crowned with ſucceſs, there was leiſure and opportunity 
to take a minute account of every thing that had been gained 
and it was the duty, as it muſt be the inclination, of every 
ollicer, 


— 
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officer, to make ſuch account as accurate as poſſible. When, 
on the other hand, the fortune of war rendered it neceſſary to 
retreat, there was neither time nor opportunity for being ſo 
exact. But this he thought too trivial to conſtitute a ground 
of minute or ſerious charge, which ought never to be inſti- 
tuted, but in caſes of great importance, and founded on ſtrong 
ground of ſuſpicion. ä ' 

With regard to the queſtion ſo pointedly put by the Hon. 
Gentleman to an Hon. Baronet, he conceived it not to be. a - 
part of the duty of a Member of that Houſe to give, in his in- 
dividual capacity, any information which the Houſe, collect- 
ively and formally, did not think proper to require, and there- 
fore that the Hon. Gentleman had no right to look even for 
private explanation from any perſon who may from his official 
ſtation (as Sir James Murray) have it in his power to give it. 
Nothing could, in his opinion, be more unneceſſary than the 
preſent motion; and for the reaſons which he had ſtated, he 
thould give it his decided negative. 

Major Maitland ſaid, he had merely ſtated that almoſt every 
Plan of ſeparate operations concerted by the Britiſh Cabiner 


ae. oo. eo org ESSE 9%, 


had failed. He begged therefore to be underſtood as blaming _ . 
miniſters only, and not imputing blame to the Britiſh officer; a 
and ſoldiers, who had conducted themſelves on all oc: a ions E, 
with valour and ability. [ 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, what the Hon. Gen- 8 
tleman had juſt ſtated in that caſe was an additional proof 0 
that the motion was unneceſſary, as his crimination would 

only apply to the Cabinet, in which the plans were adopted, t 
and yet the motion pointed at a detailed examination of the 2 
execution. Ba | 5 10 
Mr. Fox ſaid, the doctrines laid down by the Chancellor of b 
the Exchequer were as dangerous as unprecedented. If it * 
were true that no individual Member could give the Houſe ar 
information, that the Hon. Baronet could not correct an error In 
in a letter written by himſelf, under circumſtances which muſt ol 
render error unavoidable, without an application by the Houſe th 
to his Majeſty (a hint probably thrown out for the inſtruction Ca 
of oflicers in general), the Houſe could never inquire into the he 
conduct of miniſters, for they never could obtain any informa- ge 
tion but what miniſters thought fit to give them. The preſent W. 
motion was not a motion for inquiry, but a preliminary to in- n. 

quiry, for which a correct account of the loſs at Dunkirk and ba 
Toulon was a fit part of the materials. To ſay that it did not ro 
include all the materials, was no argument againſt it. When to 
the inquiry was propoſed, thoſe who thought the materials de- * 
3 


fective, had the means of aſking for more. The Chancellor of { 
1 | | | the tim 
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the Exchequer ſtated it as a rule that no Member had a right 


to argue on information which the Houſe did not think fit to 
call for officially. This was certainly a fingular doctrine; for 
if it was unfit to aſk for information in a regular manner, it 


muſt be ſurely fit to obtain it individually. If an Addreſs to 
his e were propoſed, No, ſays the Right Hon. Gentle- 


man, lee. of proceeding is unneceſſary; and then, if ap- 
plication be made to an individual. No, ſays the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman, that is irregular and improper. If the Houſe be not in- 
formed of the truth of facts, how can it proceed? and how 
can the truth of facts be obtained but by inquiry? If this rule 
was true, the converſe muſt alſo be true; and thoſe who ar- 
gued on Lord Shelburne's letter in 1782, and the anſwers to 
it, as authentic documents, ought to have ſupported the motion 
for laying thoſe documents regularly before the Houſe. 'They 
had, however, taken a different courſe : They had reſted the 
greater part of their argument upon thoſe papers, but refuſed 
to produce them when called for, The general principle of 
bringing information before the Houſe was, that all papers 
ought to be produced, the production of which would not be 
attended with ſuch inconvenience in ſome other point of view, 
as to overbalance the benefit to be derived by the Houſe from the 


information. War, like all other human tranſactions, muſt 


be governed by a compariſon of the loſs on one fide with the 


gain on the other; and not having heard any argument of in- 


convenience ſtated, he ſhould vote for the motion. | 
Sir James Murray informed the Houſe, that the account of 
the lots of guns before Dunkirk, which was inſerted in the Ga- 
zette, was the beſt account which at that time could be col- 
lected. In fact, however, on more mature inquiry, the num- 


ber was found ſomething under-rated, but not in a degree that 


would make any material impreſſion on the public mind. This 


| inaccuracy aroſe from the expeditious execution of the retreat 


immediately after it was determined on. At that period each 
officer of artillery removed as many guns as was in his power; 
though, when the diſpatches were made up, all the returns of 
cannon brought away had not been received; and therefore 

was obliged to take a looſe eſtimate of the commanding off= 


cer of the artillery of what had been left behind, namely, 32, 


when in fact it afterwards appeared that 40 was the real 


number. 


Mr. Grey ſaid, no man had ever ſuppoſed that the Hon. Ba- 


ronet had not ſent as accurate an account as it was poſſible 
to obtain at the time. Nothing however had been faid, to 


rove that a correct account of the guns, as well as of the 
tores and ammunition left at Dunkirk, ſhould not at this 
time be produced. What argument had been urged that took 


away 
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away the propriety of correCting publicly an erroneous return 
which had publicly been made? It was the firſt time, he faid, 


that fimilar accounts had been refuſed. In former wars, com- 


munications of this kind were much more free and abundant. 
He declared hehad no ways altered his opinion concerning the 
motions he made for printing the returns already obtained, 


and extracts from the Gazettes. On thoſe ſubjects, and on 


the preſent, he thought the ſubject had a right to expect full 


and explicit information. a | | 
Major Maitland expreſſed much ſatisfaction, that the Hon, 


, 


Baronet had not adopted the Chancellor of the Exchequer's 


hint of ſilence. - He ſaid, if the return were refuſed, the Public 
would know that the information publithed in the Gazette was 
erroneous, and that, when known to be ſo, miniſters reſuſed to 
correct it. The leſs the true return differed from that given 
in the firft diſpatch, the more proper it was to produce it. 
I be queſtion was put and negatived without a diviſion. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave notice, that as the report 
of the Volunteer Corps Bil! would probably occaſion a good 
deal of diſcuſſion next day, he could not flatter himſelf with 


hopes of being able to open the Pill for enabling his Majeſty 


to employ Frenchmen in the Britiſh ſervice, on the Conti» 


nent. 


Adjourned. : SS 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
FRIDAY, April 4, | 


Lord Oxford took his ſeat. 1 55 e 
The Royal Aſſent was given by commiſſion to thirteen pub- 


lic and three private Bills. The Commiſſioners were, Lords 


Hawheſbpury and Oxford, and the Biſbap of London, 
Several Bills were brought up from the Houſe of Commons 


by Mr. Hebart. 55 | 
EARL STANHOPE'S MOTION, 


The order of the day being read, Earl Stanhope addreſſed 
the Houſe as follows: —“ My Lords, conſidering the extent, 
the object, and the importance of the motion J have to lay be- 


fore you, I am convinced that no blame will this night attach 


to me for requeſting your Lordſhips to be ſummoned; as an 
Engliſhman ſupporting the honour of my. country—as a 
Chriſtian in doing the duty of my ſituation, —and maintainin 


the principles of religion, without which it is impoſſible that - 


any country can proſper, I this night appear before your Lord- 
ſhips : This principle I ſhall firft lay down, that no country 
can thrive which depends on the miſeries of another. As a man 
actuated by motives of philanthropy, I have been induced to 

intrude 


* 
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intrude myſelf on your indulgence. My Lords, an expreſſion 
having been made uſe of, repugnant to every principle of hu- 
 many—of religion—and of ſocial duty, I wiſhed to remove 
the idea of this Houſe agreeing with ſuch an abominable ſen- 
_ timent, as that the miniſters of this country ought to interfere in 
every manner poſſible to excite a civil war in France; and J come, 
my Lords, fortified againſt ſuch a ſentiment, with the reſpect- 
able authority of a Right Rev. Prelate, on the bench oppoſite 
me (the Biſhop of Norwich“). You will, my Lords, I am cer- 
tain, be induced to agree with what may fall from the Reve- 
rend Bench; but this I, at leaſt, have reaſon to expect, that 
none of his Reverend Brethren will differ from his doctrine; 
and though, my Lords, there is much of this ſermon to which 
I cammot give my approbation, yet theſe are ſentiments which 
have made a forcible impreſſion on my mind, and have my full 
concurrence, = | 8 
« The occaſions that have given riſe to faſts,“ ſaid the 
Biſhop, ©& are as various as the calamities to which ſociety is 
« ſubject : Dearth, famine, peſtilence, and among the greateſt 
«. of ſocial evils—w AR. It is among the greateſt of facial 
« ils, becauſe it carries in its train many of thoſe to which F 
« have alluded, and is connected with the worſt paſſions of the 
« human mind. The inclemency of the elements, and the 
« wide waſte of infectious diſeaſe, are leſs to be apprehended, 
c“ becauſe leſs frequent in return than the murderous conflis - 
of enraged nations. To enumerate the cauſes of WAR were 
« a fruitleſs attempt; and indeed if they were capable of 
« being numbered, the application of them would be matter 
6 of ſtill greater difficulty. Wars are often known to the 
ce many, only by the devaſtation and ravage they commit, 
_ ©: where © the land before them is as the garden of Eden, and 
« zehind them as 2a deſolate wilderneſs.” But the ſources 
« from which chey are derived, are inſcrutable to popular 
« inquiry: Whether they originate from revenge, jealouſy, 
© ambition, caprice, policy, or the only legitimate cauſe of war — 
ec z]f-defence.” Such has been the admirable character which 
à learned and pious Biſhop has given of war, when appointed 
to preach a ſermon before your Lordſhips; and ſurely the 
whole Bench of Biſhops will feel it to be their duty, as follow- 
ers and teachers of the divine law of Chriſt, to do their utmoſt 
to put an end to a war which is thus fraught with fo many ca- 
lamities to mankind. What the motives of this war are, it 
will be impoſſible for any Noble Lord in this Houſe to ex- 
plain.—* They are really inſcrutable to popular inquiry.” Every 


Dr. Sutton. 
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poſſible motive that could be thought moſt likely to inflame 
men's minds has been aſſerted; and among others religion has 
not been forgotten. © RELIGION,“ ſays the fame pious 
Biſhop. ©.has often been prefled into the ſervice of war, and 
&- compelied to bear the body Hfandaxd of ambition.” —“ Hence 
5 doubt and ſufpicion naturally ariſe, whenever religion is 
cc ſaid to be connected with war.” | ret os 16 
IIn the agitation. and ferment of the public mind, inſepa- 
H rable from a ſtate of warfare, it is the eſpecial province: of, ren 
& Jigion to inculcate feuer and moderation, and whether, elated 

& hy victory or depreſſed by misfortune, to reſtore the nation 
Lig its proper level Ho ond ner Yo amor 
Here, my Lords, temper, and moaeration. are particularly re- 
commended ;, and. that temper and moderation. thould be ex- 
erciſed in the conduct of this war, is What. I particularly deſre 
to impreſs : I wifh you to abſtain from thoſe wanton. cruelties 
which; were ſo condemned when, atterapted-to, be practiſed in 
the war againſt. America. I am ture the Rev. Prelate ft 
what he meant to inculcate, and that no confideratign,would 
perſuade him to act inconſiſtently with his declaration; but 
if we are to cement every power, as we did in the time of that 
American war, with which God and nature has entruſted us if 
we are to exert all thoſe abilities which axe in our hands, where 
is that zemper, where is that moderation which we ate exhorted 
to purſue ? What is the opinion of the Right Rev. Bench on 
that head? If doctrines were in any meaſure: to coaleſce with 
our actions, the Biſhops at leaſt will, this day, coincide with 
me. | | 2:4 5 
Tha ſubject which I mean to bring forward does not en- 
tirely agree with the idea given out on a former night; it does 
not comprehend the particular ſpeech which ve riſe to it, 
but includes the conſideration. of an abſtract propoſition, 
which if the Houle ſhall do me the honour to ſupport, and 
{hall confirm, by their deciſion, the criminality of the meaſure 
which I intend to reprobate, then a line of conduct may be 
laid down, from which miniſters ſhall not dare to deviate. 
« The propoſition. which calls for your Lordſhips' deeided 
diſapprobation, may be conſidered as an abſtract one; it is im- 
material ere it was delivered, or from whoſe lips it ſell. Ie 
is ſuſhcient for my purpoic, that the ſentiment itſelf be %% 
wozyed by this Houle, The {entiment, my Lords, is this, that: 
& if it were poſſible that a lange body of Frenchmen could be engaged 
« 79 undertake a giuil war ut France in Favour of Monarchy there 
it no expence which ought not to. be incurred for {hat prpoſe,”? 
« Now what can the purport of this be, but to introduce 
diſcord and confuſion, by the means of bribery and corruption z 
| 4 | - -,",*te 
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to excite a contempt of that allegiance which every man owes 
to his country, and to eſtabliſh that moſt dreadful of all evils, 
a civil war, than which, in its nature nothing can produce 
effects more exeerable, or conſequences more dire; effects, in 
the contemplation of which the mind ſhudders and recoils at 
the horrible picture. | 5 | 

« It is, my Lords, repugnant alſo to the law of nations, as I 
ſhall prove by an extra& from the Commentaries of Juſtice 
Blackftone : | gene,” . ke 
4 The law. of nations is a ſyſtem of rules, deducible by na- 
e tural reafon, and eſtabliſhed by univerſal confent among the 
« civilized inhabitants of the world; in order to decide all 


“ diſputes, to regulate all ceremonies and civilities, and to in- 


« ſure the obſervance of juſtice and good faith, in that in- 
cc tercourſe which muſt frequently occur between two or 
«© more independent ſtates, and the individuals belonging to 
e each. Thus general law is founded upon this principle, 
« that different nations ought in time of peace to do one another all 
4c the good they can ; ard, in time of war, as little harm as palſible, 
5 without prejudice to their own real intereſts, And, as none 
« of theſe ſtates will allow. a ſuperiority in the other, there- 
& fore neither can dictate or preſcribe the rules of this law to 
«. the reſt ; but ſuch rules muſt neceffarily reſult from thoſe 


« principles of natural juſtice, in Which all the learned of 


© every nation agree.” 5 
«1 am likewiſe ſtrengthened in declaring, that ſuch conduct 
ſhould not be purſued, when I advert to a late publication on a 
National Force written by a learned Lord (Hawkeſbury) ; that 
Noble Lord has faid in his publication, that England was fo 
diſtinguiſhed for a variety of bleſſings, that ſhe ſhould be par- 
ticularly careful of her own intereſt; and, in comparing it to 
others, he ſelt a noble indignation in contraſting her ſituation 
with arbitrary governments. In that pamphlet the Noble 
Lord alſo ftated, that the 1/+ry of France, under its former 
government, was fo complete, that he did not think that country. 
worth preſerving. If the Noble Lord could think that ſucl 
eountries which were enſlaved by the tyranny and deſpotiſm 
that he abhorred ſo much, were not worthy of being freed, not 


| ſufficiently deſerving of regard that their preſervation ſhould 


be a matter of lefs than indifference, what was the reaſon that, 


when France had rejected that ſlavery, that miſerable depend- 


ence, that it ſhould ſuffer perſecution, and be deteſted for that 
very reaſon, which, in not complying with before, it had in- 
curred reprobation ? But, my Lords, are we from this to infer 
that we ſhould throw chains abgut the necks of this unhappy 
people, not for a few oe to diſtraCt them by civil _ 5 
4. 2 | „ 
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By thus exciting brother againſt brother, father againſt ſon, 


and ſon againſt father, to make their miſery perpetual; if any 


Lord ſhould be inclined to purſue ſuch conduct towards this 
unfortunate country, I will not agree in its propriety ; and I 
glory in widely differing from ſuch opinion. Where is the 
temper, where the moderation which was ſo ſtrongly and ſo 


ably inculcated ? Does it not immediately revolt againſt every 


dictate of religion, and defile the ſacred purity which liberty 
is ſaid and ought to poſſeſs ? But, my Lords, what right have 
we to interfere in the government of France ? What right 
have his Majeſty's miniſters to think of dictating any conſtitu- 
tion to an unrepreſented people? France is not repreſented by 
the Parliament of England. We have ſeen, in the declaration 
of Lord Hood, that this country was to eſtabliſh a Monarchy 
in France; this declaration has in this Houſe been attempted 
to be done away, by ſome Lords aſſuring us, that my Lord 
Hood and Sir Gilbert Elliot only expreſſed the opinion of their 
Sovereign in favour of the re-eftabliſhment of Monarchy. Yon 
diſcizimed in the commencement of the war, any interference 
in, ſettling the government of France ; why do your miniſters 


preſume to expreſs then any opinion? Is it not the immutable. 
right of every nation to form its own government? We do not 


repreſent the people of France; we have, therefore, no voice 
on the ſubject : Your miniſters ſay, that Sir Gilbert Elliot 
only expreſſed himſelf in favour of Monarchy—curious expreſ- 

en + Did he not endeavour to revive Monarchy by force of 
arms; and did he not wiſh to obtrude a king over the French, 
contrary to their conſent ? It was no wonder, my Lords, that 
the French people ſhould revolt at the idea; they! who never 


knew any thing but tyranny and deſpotiſm under their old 
Monarchy, had ſufficient reaſon to be much averſe to the idea 


of reviving it. Much has been ſaid with reſpect to religion; 
but let us hear what religion ſays on the ſubject of Kings. The 
ancient Monarchs were partial to war ; and the people of 
France, at preſent, do not ſcruple to ſay, that modern Mo- 
narchs are not leſs attached to this abominable evil, this ſcourge 
of the human race, which excites famine, and which ſpreads ha- 
voc, diſmay and devaſtation, through the unfortunate country 
in which it is carried on. I would aſk the Reverend Prelates, 
what ſays the Scripture ?—I will inform them I will: read 
them a paſſage from a book, to which, when their Lordſhips 
rug any religious controverſy, they never fail to refer: 1 Sam. 
ch. viii. | 5 THe; | 
And Samuel told all the words of the Lord unto the peo- 


c ple, that aſked of him a King. {1 


ce And 
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* And he ſaid, This will be the manner of the King that 
„ ſhall reign over you; he will take your ſons, and appoint 
« them for himſelf, for his chariots, and to be his horſemen, 
& and ſome ſhall run before his chariots. 

« And he will appoint him captains over thouſands, and. 
© captains over fifties, and will ſet them to ear his ground, 
* and to reap his hafveſt, and to make his inſtruments of war, 
« and inſtruments of his chariots. 

And he will take your daughters to be confettionaniots 
ce and to be cooks, and to be bakers *. 

«& And he will take your fields and your vineyards, and your 
„olive yards, even the bet of them, and give them to his ſer- 
c vants.. 

And he will take the tenth f of your ſeed, and of your 
« yineyards, and give to his officers, and to his ſervants. | 

© And he will take your men-ſervants, and your maideſer- 
ce yants, and your goodlieſt young men, and your "—_ and put 
them to his work, 

He will take the tenth of your ſheep: And ye ſhall be his 
„ ſervants. . 

« And ye ſhall cry out in that day, becauſe of your King 
« which ye ſhall have choſen you; and the Lord will not fave 
« you in that day 

“ Nevertheleſs, the people refuſed to obey the voice of Sa- 
« muel; and they ſaid Nay, but we will have a King over us: 

« That we alſo may be like all the nations, and that our 
„King may judge us, and go out before us, and fight our 
* battles. 


« And Samuel heard all the words of the people, and be re- | 


hearſed them. in the ears of the Lord. 

And the Lord ſaid to Samuel, Hearken unto their voices 
% and make them a King.” 

<« Your Lordſhips may now view, in the 12th chapter, the 
conſequence of their requeſt— 

Verje 19th. © And all the people ſaid unto 88 Pray 
e for thy ſervants unto the Lord thy God that we die not, for 
„ we have added unto all our fins, this evil, to aſk us a King. | 

And Samuel ſaid unto the people, Ye havedone all this 
« wickedneſs. * And if ye ſtill do wickedly, ye ſhall be con- 
* ſumed, both ye and your King.” 

« Such is the account which Samuel by the declaration of the 
| Lord, gave to the people of Iſrael, about the nature and office 


* This verſe excited ſome laughter, which the Earl ſaid he was per- 
| ſuaded did not come from the Reverend Bench. 


+ His Lordſhip faid he did not know whether theſe tenths meant tithes. 
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of a King, in order to diſſuade them from appointing a King + 


* 


We, on the contrary, affect to know better than the Deity 


what is good for the French, and are reſolved to force upon 


them a King againſt their conſent. Nay, to accotnpliſh this 


object, we are to take meaſures which violate every principle 
of civilized war, and which tend to the deſtruction of all ſoci- 
ety, Every art of miſrepreſentation has been uſed that could 


impoſe on the public mind, and every mode of deception prac | 


tiſed; that could blind us to the real horrors of the war. — 


« And, my Lords, what ean be ſo cruel and fo unjuſt, as tö 


caſt chains around the necks of this people? What more in- 


human than your endeavouring to ſupport your meaſures, by 


exciting ſuch plots and conſpiracies ? Policy cannot warrant 


ſuch conduct, - the voice of Religion exclaims againſt ſuch 


interference. I ſhall be happy this night in having brought 


forward this motion; I ſhall free myſelf from the imputation 


of agreeing with ſuch a ſentiment ; and T ſhall have the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing who thoſe are who can concur in ſuch a propo- 
fition. We are now, my Lords, at iſſue on the ſubject of 


war; from the commencement of which, to the preſent 'mo- 


ment, has been nothing but a /y/em of delufron on the part of his 
Majeſty's miniſters. The Scheldt was at firſt made the oſten- 
fible pretext for hoſtilities : We were told, in the laſt ſeſſion, 
that the war would be merely defenſive on our part; but what 
has been che caſe ?—Miniſters have diſclatmed all ſuch inten- 


tion, and we are at preſent engaged in an attempt t cruſh the 


liberties of France. — What, again, my Lords, I aſk you, has this 


war been, but a ſyſtem of deluſion? I will read to you an ex- 


preſſion from a ſpeech which I hold in my hand ;—it is the 
ſpeech of the miniſter, though it was delivered from the 


Throne, relative to the protection of our trade. It ſays, At 


F fea our ſuperiority has been undiſpuied, and our commerce 
« fo effectually protected, that the %s ſuſtained have been 
* inconſiderable in proportion to its extent, and to the captures 
* made on the contracted trade of the enemy.“ e 

This ſpeech boaſts of our ſuperiority at ſea, and ſpeaks in 
flattering language of our commerce being protected: But, 
my Lords, I hold in my hand a liſt of your loſſes: I find that 
from the firſt of February 1793, to the firſt of February 1794, 


the / of the ſhips at ſea was, 


Engliſh 410—French © 8. 
Balance, againſt us, 94 


* have alſo, my Lords, examined how our commerce has 


been. protected from the firſt of February to the. 29th of 


March, 
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Mareh, and I find an we are the Herr. ow e the g 


ace * 
SED - Engliſh? 5 3 French 29 
N Balance, agmnft us, 24 

This my Lords, is the manner in which our 0 uy ood 


protected. But this is only part of the deluſion; there is un- 


other aſſertion in this ſpecch of the miniſter, to which ſte | 


draw your attention. 

„Great as mult be the extent of our exertions; 1 e 

« will be enabled to provide for them in ſuch a manner as 
«to! avoid any ee which could be /zverely fete oy _ 
people. 


am at 2 loſs. t to abequnt fat the authority of ſuch an ex 


preſhon,.or what conſtitutional power. could: give the tiberty to 
talk of taxes:before the repreſentatives of : the people mall have 


conſidered whether; they are to be conſidered as a nuiſance or 


not. But What bas been the caſe? Is the additional impoſt of 
2 millien-pex annum to be conſidered as * no preſſure 2 Will 
not · this, in conjunction with the © enormous. weight?” with 
which the people are already loaded, be . /everely felt 2** Have 
not new taxes been laid on glaſs, on bricks, and on papen, 


which will act as a material elog to the diffuſion of c ih 


And are theſe no grounds for complaint? 
« I equally: condemned the oppreſſive taxes laid on by hs 
late; Lord Guildford, in the American war; and Ideclared then 


What 1 declare now, that: in the fame. proportion that taxation 


increaſes revenue diminiſhes z and this, my Lords, for à plain 
reaſon, becauſe exceſſive taxation then increaſed ſmuggling, and 
reduced a million from the revenue: But you ſay “ now there 
“ is no danger of ſmuggling, that the French themſelves have 
put. a ſtop to it.” Suppoſe they altered their ſyſtem, and 
gave a, premium to every perſon Who ſmuggled into this conn- 
dry, what then would be the conſequence ! Certainly this, 

revenue would be diminiſned; and, I am well perſuaded, chat 
you would, even in one year, find that you were two millions 
backward in revenue. You are liberal in condemning the 
proceedings of the French; you rail at their intent of an 


agrarian law z and you treat with obloquy their putting the 


property under requiſſtion. They are abliged to carry on war. 


And what is this but making the auealißy citizens hear the bur- 


den of it? Me imitate them partly in this; for by laying a tax 
on coaches, plate, ſervants, and other luxuries of the great, 
they contribute as they ought (though not ſufficiently), to de- 
fray the expence of the State. On a former night, when I 
had the honour of addreſſing you, I mentioned the additional 


riſe on the lands in France, but this idea ſeemed then to be 


2 treated 
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treated with ridicule; many ſeem to think that no purchaſers 
could be procured, but I have in my hand a paper which de- 


monſtrates the eſtimation in which lands are held at preſent : 


A lot which was valued at 239,000 livres, has been purchaſed 
ſince at 685,000 livres. | 185 
« The next thing to which I would call your Lordfhips' at- 
tention is a circumſtance of particular importance, I mean 
with reſpect to gunpowder. It was aſſerted at the commence- 
ment of the war, that France muſt yield for want of this ne- 


eeſſary requiſite to carry on hoſtilities z but what is now the 


caſe; Have we not heard, and do we not believe it to be true, 
that a late diſcovery of the chemiſts in that country has fully 
ſupplied them with this article? And have not the Frenc 

at preſent, twenty-five millions of pounds of gunpowder ac- 
tually in their ſtores; more than ſufficient for carrying on the 


campaign? Thus, my Lords, this brave people will be ever ſup- 


plied with this article; and thus the revolution has occaſioned 
an invention, greater than any other ſince the original in- 
vention of gunpowder itſelf. To ſupport this war in which 
we have been plunged, the moſt unconſtitutional meaſures 
are attempted. Subſcriptions are ſet on foot without the 
conſent of Parliament; and J am told, that one of the mi- 


niſters in the other Houſe, intends bringing in a Bill to employ 


Frenchmen in defence of this country, and in ſupport of his 
meaſures abroad; nor by what I can learn, has he even waited 
to aſk the concurrence of Parliament; for a houſe is abſolutely 


open in Bride-Lane, to receive any foreigners who may enliſt 


in the ſervice, and the bounty is already ſpecified as'an en- 
couragement. I hold in my hand an advertiſement to all 
« foretgners out of employment ,” who are defired to apply 
at the Recruiting Office, No. 25, Bride-Lane, Fleet-Street, 
where each perſon will receive bounties according to their 
meaſure, from 6 to 12 guineas. Thus, in direct violation of the 
laws of the land, an army of foreigners is now raiſing, and other 
attempts equally hoſtile to a// lau, and to the very eſſence of the 
conſtitution, are, as your Lordſhips know, not only concerting, 
but actually executing. "SD OE SH 4 

Theſe conſiderations have induced me to bring before the 


_ Houſe the preſent queſtion, which I ſhall put in the form of a 


Reſolution, rather than bring in a Bill in the firft inſtance. ' And 


ſhould the reſolution meet with your W approbation, 


Iwill immediately follow it with a Bill, which ſhall prevent 
miniſters interfering with the internal government of France, 


and which will have the happy tendency of putting an end to 
che horrors of «var. | e 2602 


a. 


Q AS 


As for my part, I ſee no poſſibleFadvantage to be derived 
from the continuance in hoſtility; Iam ſhocked to think, that 
a civilized country ſhould with ro accompliſh its object by 
ſuch barbarons interference. If no regard to character, to 
Honour, to Chriſtianity, will urge you to relinquiſh this ſenti- 
ment, atleaſt let the ſear of retaliation prevent your putting 
it into execution; if you are actuated by no nobler motive, at 


leaſt reflect on the difafter you will bring on yourſelves; you 


will not deny that the French have the means of retorting the 


injury; and you may be ſure they cannot be tame when gallec 


by ſuch opprefive cruelty. I diſclaim every idea of interference 
in the internal government of France. How can you expect 
that any overture of amity can be opened, whilſt you plan 
ſuch abominable projects? How muſt- the people of that 

country reprobate the conduct which induces you to attempt 
their deſtruction in ſo ignominious a manner? I wiſh the troops 
were recalled from their territory; the only means of putting 


a ſtop to the calamities of war. I wiſh' to God ſomething 


was done to check the confuſion that muſt be the conſequence 
of a continuance of this war, in this kingdom: You ſhould 
feel, my Lords, the injury our commerce muſt ſuſtain; you 
ſhould reflect, that this country is dependent on her manu- 
factures; her paper currency is a principal part of her ſup- 
port. Take care, my Lords, how you puſh things too far; 
you are ignorant what the ſituation of this country may be, 
ſhould it have the misfortune of being convulſed. All theſe 
circumſtances ſhould induce your Lordſhips to weigh this me- 
lancholy buſineſs with unprejudiced hearts; you ſhould re- 
collect, that one of the leading articles of the French con- 
ſtitution is, that France will not interfere in changing the go- 
vernment of any country; and that ſhe, therefore, will not 
ſuffer any country to interfere to change hers: It is not ag- 
greſſion then, on her part, which excites this reſentment on yours 5 
ſhe has diſclaimed that, in which you are determined to. perfift ; you 
condemn in others, what you - purſue yourſelves As for my 
own part, my Lords, I hold in the ſtrongeſt difapprobation, the 
principle of interfering to excite civil war in that country; 
and though I ſtand /ng/e, I will not be prevented from offering 
my ſentiments on that ſubject to this Houſe. No | 
There is yet one honeſt line to purſue—to acknowledge the 
French Republic. Nor ſhould I have any difficulty to ac- 
knowledge it on the grounds of Liberty, Equality, and the 
Rights of Man. | | „ 
„ ſhall therefore ſubmit to your Lordſhips the reſolution 
which I hold in my hand, as preparatory to a Bill to regulate 
the conduct of miniſtry.” e 
Vor, III. F 5 His 
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44 
His Lordſhip read a paper containing a preamble to his p 
reſolution, which was almoſt as long as his ſpeech. It was 11 
couched in extremely ſtrong terms, and aſter ſtating the aſ- E 
ſertion about the employment of Frenchmen to raiſe a civil m 
commotion in France, which had occaſioned his ſpeech, re- cl 
capitulated the chief and moſt violent arguments that he had at 
urged againſt the continuance of the war, and agocluded with vs 
a reſolution * on the ſubject. | | | in 
« My Lords, as I began my addreſs by a quotation from the th 
Sermon of one Right Reverend Prelate, I will fit down with th 
quoting a paſſage from the Poem of another, —a paſſage which nit 
does the higheſt honour to his feelings: I only beg leave to be 
obſerve, that what the Reverend Prelate applies to Kings in we 
general, I ſhall conſider as characteriſtie of arbitrary Monarchs in 
only. | | | DO: X Wa 
& One Murder makes a Villain, | | pe: 
« Millions a Hero ; Princes are privileg'd ; the 
„„To kill, and numbers ſanctify the crime. tha 
6% Ah! why will Kings forget that they are Men? 1 
« And Men that they are Brethren ? Why delight 3 
In human ſacrifice? Why burſt the ties | | * 
“ Of Nature, that ſhould knit their ſouls together 
In one ſoft bond of amity and love? £ — 
«© They yet ſtill breathe deſtruction, ſtill go on, Thi 
* Inhumanly ingenious to find out hov 
«© New pains for life new terrors for the grave! ard, 
« Ariificers of Death! Still Monarchs dream Was 
« Of univerſal empire growing up Blad 
“ From univerſal ruin. Blaſt the deſign, chaj 
& Great God of Hoſts ! nor let thy creatures fall defi: 
„ Unpiticd victims at Ambition's ſhring !“ 3 ſour 
| DR. PokTEus, Biſhop of London. frier 
The Earl of Mansfield ſaid, he had been ſo particularly al- ps 
luded to, although in ſo irregular a manner, in one of the If tl 
moſt extraordinary preambles to a reſolution ſtated as the con- vide 
ſequence of one of the moſt extraordinary ſpeeches ever de- by f 
livered in Parliament, that he felt himſelf bound to riſe, cer- ſtant 
tainly not to anſwer the Noble Earl, but to deliver a few ſhort But 
fentences. His Lordſhip declared, that he was forry that he frien 
had been the innocent cauſe of what had happened. He clain 
had not becn aware that any words he had uſed, could have 1 „ 
| cauſe 
We do not preſume to ſtate either the Preamble to the Reſolution, or the ling ( 
Reſolution itſelf in terms, becauſe as the former gave ſo much offence. gradi 
that it was not permitted to be read from the Woolſack, and the latter if a « 
was immediately on motion ordered to be expunged from the Journals, 
it would he equally indecent and improper in us to give either the one eren 
or the cther, | | ever! 


produced 
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produced ſuch exploſion; but he found that he had plunged . 
into Etna. though not as the philoſopher of old had done 
{Empedocles}, voluntarily, and with his eyes open. That he 
might be clearly underſtood, he meant to repeat what his de- 
claration had becn ona former night, without arguing upon it 
atall. On the occaſion alluded to by the Noble Earl, he had ſaid, 
That if there were any conſiderable number of perſons 
in France who were willing to unite and endeavour” to reſcue 
themſelves, and their devoted country, from the horrors of 
that anarchy by which it was now ravaged, it was his opi- 
nion, that any ſum of money, how conſiderable ſoever, would 
be well and. beneficially employed in ſuch a ſervice.” This 
was the purport of his obſervation; and if there was guilt 
in it, he was willing to plead guilty, and to admit that the guilt 
was his and his alone. They were his ſentiments, though 
perhaps it would be more palatable to the Noble Earl. to ſtate 
them as the ſentiments of Citizen Mansfield. He well knew 
that any Noble Peer who preſumed to differ from him muſt 
fall under the ſuperior weight of his wiſdom. That he was 
guilty was undeniable, becauſe the Noble Earl's opinion was 
the teſt of truth, the rule of rectitude, and the ſtandard. not 
merely of philoſophy and politics, but of probity and honour. 
The Noble Earl had nothing elſe to do to maintain his opinion, 
however ſingular and extraordinary, than to have recourſe to his 
ardent talents, his fertile mind, and his brilliant eloquence. It 
was enough for him to quote a Faſt-day Sermon, to quote 
Blackſtone on the law of nations, and to read part of a 
chapter from the Book of Samuel, to put any argument at 
defiance that could be drawn from the „ of the 
ſoundeſt reaſon, or the wiſeſt policy. They who were 
friendly to the preſent war had unuſual difficulties to en- 
counter. Opinions turned round upon them at every corner. 
If they ſaid they believed that the people of France were di- 
vided among themſelves, and that many were only reſtrained 
by fear from avowing their, genuine ſentiments, it was in- 
ſtantly and loudly proclaimed that all France was againſt them: 
But when they propoſed to put arms into the hands of the 
friends of ſound and real government, What! (it was ex- 
claimed, ) would you excite inſurrection in France] would you 
wound Jacobiniſin? Take care that you interfere not with the 
cauſe of liberty. If the vileſt of all governments, if tramp- 
ling on all the rights of civil ſociety, if abandoning and de- 
grading every principle of virtue, morality, law, and juſtice, 
if a contempt of that which the moſt ſavage nation held ſa- 
cred,. was liberty, France was the molt free nation the world 
ever produced. As well might he fay, that offering up human 
a "ES. | ſacrifices 
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ſacrifices at the altar of Moloch formed a complete ſyſtem of 
piety and pure religion. He ſaid, he well knew the great 
powers of the Noble Earl, but he was nevertheleſs glad to 


join iſſue with him on the point that the motion would divide 


the country, and ſhew who were the friends of peace, and who 
the friends of war. In that caſe, he was perſuaded he ſhould 
have the whole kingdom with him, and the Noble Earl would 
be left alone. Though he was himſelf und nemus, the great 


oak of the foreſt would ſtand by itſelf. The ſounder part of 


the French, Lord Mansfield ſaid, were willing and deſirous to 
act, but dare not, unleſs ſure of ſupport ; but as nothing could 
be more certain than that whatever appearances produced by 
tyranny and oppreſſion led ſtanders-by to believe, the fact was, 


the French were by no mezns of one mind, as the Noble Earl 
had ſuppoſed : He applauded his Majeſty's miniſters therefore 


for their exertions moſt ſincerely, and would give them every 
ſupport his abilitics could afford in their laudable efforts to 
reſtore the unhappy people of France to the bleſſing of a juſt 
and permanent government. His Lordſhip concluded with 
declaring that he would not make any motion, but would 
leave it to other Noble Lords to diſpoſe of the Noble Earl's 
motion, as they might think moſt proper. 25 | 

Lord Grenville (21d, it was natural enough in the Noble 


Earl, who had been fo perſonally alluded to, to be anxious to 


riſe and reſtate ſentiments, which he had before delivered in 


ſo open and manly a way, and which did him fo much ho- 
nour. With equal manlineſs, with equal eloquence, had the 
Noble Earl that day ficpped forward, and preciſely recapitu- 


lated thoſe, which he had beſore ſo handſomely and ſo uſetully 
to his country avowed. For his own part, Lord Grenville 
ſaid, he knew the reſpect that was due to himſelf, and to 
the Houſe, too well to condeſcend to argue on a motion ſo 
extraordinary and ſo indecent. He conſefled he never heard 
with ſuch reſentment, any ſpeech as that which had juſt been 


delivered.“ Sorry (ſaid his Lordſhip) am I to fee the Noble Earl 


ſuffering his paſſions to get the better of his rcaſon; and I 


lament that bis judgment has not been regulated by prudence 


and diſcretion. As I have already ſaid, I will not intult your 
underſtandings, or diſgrace my own, by offering a reply; your 
Lordſhips have ſcen through the object of the Noble Earl. 


He has expreſsly told you that he would not put the cuſtomary 


metion; but that he would purpoſely avoid the uſual practice. 
Why? Not becauſe it was neceifary tor his object, but becauſe 


he was conſcious that it was not fit to be entertained by 


your Lordſhips, and becauſe, by putting it in the ſhape of a 
reſolution, he might have an opportunity of recording his 
ES | | | ſenti- 
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ſentiments in the Journals of the Houſe. If your Lordſhips 
have a regard for your proceedings, if you would wiſh to ſee 
your Journals pure and untainted, I believe I may ſuggeſt the 
proper mode for your proceeding, and with your Lordſhips? 
concurrence and alittance, I hope to be able to diſappoint the 
Noble Earl in that, his avowed expectation, of having his 
motion entered on the Journals: When your Lordſhips have 
diſmiſſed this reſolution (which I have little doubt your Lord- 
ſhips will do), you will nor ſuffer a reſolution, penned in 
ſuch a ſtyle, to remain on your Journals. The Noble Earl 
(Mansfield) has, from perional motives, declined making an 

motion ; but I ſhall follow up the negatived reſolution with 
a motion to expunge it from the Journals. The Noble Earl 
has ſaid, he is ſo happy in having brought forward this mo- 
tion, that he may ſee who are the friends of ſuch a meaſure. 
I doubt not then, but he will ſee the entire Houſe againſt his 
motion; and I doubt not, from the opinion I have of Engliſh- 
men, that the people throughout the country will equally cen- 
ſure and condemn his reſolution.” _ 

The Lord Chancellor left the woolſack, not, as he declared, 
with the imalleſt intention to enter into the ſubject of the mo- 
tion, or to argue at it all, but merely to learn, whether their 
Lordſhips would not conſent to relieve him from the pain 
and diſgrace of reading from the woolfack the preamble of the 
motion, which heard once, in his humble opinion was heard 
by their Lordſhips once too often. The Noble Earl's extra- 
ordinary ſpeech had been obviouſly liſtened to by the Houſe 
with a mixed emotion of indignation and compaſſion, but ſo 
' indecent was the form of words that led to the reſolution, that 
had the Noble Earl uſed it in any other place, had he held the 
ſame language elſewhere, or even committed his words to 
writing, they would not only have excited general indignation, 
but called for exemplary puniſhment. His Lordſhip profeſſed 
he was in ſome meaſure ignorant how to act: He wiſhed to 
collect their opinions; and he thought, if he was not miſtaken, 
from their Lordſhips looks“, that he might be ſpared the pain 
of ſharing the ditgrace that had been put upon the Houſe ; 
he would therefore only ſtate the queſtion upon the reſolution 
that had been moved. The Lord Chancellor went to the 
woolſack, and having read the reſolution ſolely, 

Earl Stanhope declared, he never had witneſſed ſo extra- 
ordinary a proceeding in his life; it was the firit time, he be- 


* There was here that ſort of murmur of general conſent, which, not 
correctly formal, is well underſtood in both Houſes, when appealed to, 
to indicate the concurrence of the majority of the Members preient. 
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tieved, that a perſon who preſided as chairman in any afſembly 


Iike that had ventured to propoſe leaving out a part of a mo- 


tion, and putting only the remaining portion of it as a queſ- 
tion. The only regular mode of altering, adding to, or omit- 
ting any words of his motion, he had ever conceived would 
Have been by moving and carrying an amendment. So much 
however did he approve of the reſolution ſingly, that he 


would give his cordial ſupport to that when 2 as . 
queſtion by itſelf, if the que tion was to be ſo put. 


The queſtion on og reſolution was then put, and ne- 


gatived. 
Lord Grenville roſe agreeably to his notice to move, « That 


«me queſtion juft put and negatived, be expunged from the 


« Journals.” 
The motion was put and carried, almoſt nemine a rfjenteente, 


Earl Stanhope being the ſingle Peer who ſaid Not content. 
* | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. | . 
FRIDAY, April 4. | 


Mr. Popham brought up a Bill for the better taking of ſpecial 
bail in actions and ſuits in the Court of Great Seſſions in the 


County Platine of Lancaſter, which was read a firſt time, 


and ordered to be read a ſecond. 


Ar. Eaſt moved that the Bill for preventing the poor from 
being removed from their places of reſidence, until they ſhall 


become actually chargeable, be read a ſecond time on Mon- 
day next. —Ordered. 

The Glaſs Duty Bill was read a third time, and paſted. 

Mi. Baſtard moved that the report of the Select Committee 
on the Woolcombers' Petition be referred to a Committee of 
the Whole Houſe. The Houſe immediately reſolved itſelf 
into that Committee, in which Mr. Baſtard moved, That the 
Chairman be inſtructed to move the Houſe, that leave be 
given to bring in a Bill for the protection of the Wooks 
combers in their trade.—Ordered. | 

he report of the Comm'ttee on this reſolution was or- 
dered to be received on Monday next. 

Ar. Poruis moved, That a Committee be appointed to re- 
vile the ſtanding orders of the Houſe relative to Canal Navi- 
gation Bills; and that they do report their opinion thereon to 
the Houſc.— Ordered. 


* 


MESSAGE 
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MESSAGE FROM THE KING. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought up a Meſſage from 
his Majeſty, relating to the Improvement of the Land Revenue 
of the Crown. He ſtated, that the principal object of his 
Majeſty was, that this Meflage thould be referred to the con- 
fideration of a Committee of the whole Houſe, that the ex- 
tent of his Majeſty's power to grant Leaſes of the Crown 
Lands might be aſcertained, and, if requiſite, might be en- 
_ larged. | | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he ſhould move for 
a Committee on this ſubject, and that his Majeſty's Meſſage 
be referred to that Committee, in which he ſhould ſubmit a 
ſimple propoſition relative to the power of the Crown to grant 
teafes. 08 | 

He then moved, That his Majeſty's Meſſage be taken into 


© the conſideration of a Committee of the whole Houſe on 
4 Tueſday next.” —Ordered. That the report of the Com- 
„ miſſioners of the Land Revenue be referred to that Com- 


* mittee.“ - Ordered. | 
The Bill for eſtabliſhing a Court of Criminal Judicature in 
Norfolk Iſland paſſed the Committee, and the report was or- 
dered to be received on Monday next. 
The Houſe agreed to go into a Committee of the whole 
Houſe on Monday next, on the Bill for eſtabliſhing a Court 
of Criminal Judicature in the Ifland of Newfoundland. 


EAST INDIA BUDGET. © by 


The Order of the day being read for the Houſe to reſolve 
itſelf into a Committee to take into conſideration the Affairs 
of the Eaſt India Company, 

General Smith roſe to remind the Board of Controul of the 
claims and repreſentations of the military officers 'on the 
Bengal Eſtabliſhment. He therefore requeſted leave to trouble 
the Houſe with a few obſervations before the Speaker left 
the Chair. It had been ſaid laſt year, that it would be proper 
to wait for the information which the Marquis Cornwallis 


might be able to give upon the ſubject. He. faid, that he 


had received a letter which referred to the condition of the 
officers who ſerved in Bengal, a great part of whom have ad- 
dreſſed a Memorial to his Majetty, expreſſing their reliance 
upon his interſerence, and the meaſures of Adminiſtration. 
Upon this ground, therefore, he deſired to be informed, 
whether any meaſures had been taken upon the queſtion of an 
Hon. Gentleman not then in the Houſe, who laſt Seſhon aſked 
the Right Hon. Secretary, who preſides at the Board of Con- 
troul, what arrangements were to be made in-refpet} to _ 
I | relic 
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relief of theſe unfortunate perſons? Sure he was, that their 
fituation muſt have claimed the attention and compaſſion of 
the Noble Marquis lately returned from Indiaz and he there- 
fore wiſhed to know whether it would be taken notice of by 


Parliament this year? A ſimple declaration of the favourable 


intentions of the Right Hon. Gentleman at the head of the 


Board of Controul would be ſufficient to ſatisfy thoſe gal- 


lant veterans, on whom the ſafety of India depended, and who 


at preſent had no hope of being able to reviſit their native 


country, but by the interpoſition of Parliament. | 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, he had thought it improper lafl 
year to attempt doing any thing in a buſineſs on which the 


Marquis Cornwallis could give important information, more 


eſpecially when there was reaſon to hope that ſuch information 
would be ſoon obtained. But he begged the Hon, Gentle- 
man to believe that every ſuggeſtion would be certainly at- 
tended to, eſpecially as it came from a perſon of his character 
and profeſſion. He ſtated what had been done laſt year, in 
conſequence of the applications then made, and affured him 
there ſhould be no diſappointment. "The Marquis Corn- 
wallis had already thrown much light upon the ſubject; and 
he had no doubt but that, with the aſſiſtance, and under the 


auſpices of the Noble Lord, regulations would be adopted 


which would effectually relieve a meritorious body of men 


from the cruel alternative of ſtarving at home or dying 


abroad. | 
General Smith returned his thanks for the explanation. 
The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee, Mr, 
Beaufoy in the Chair. 
Mr. Secretary Dundas ſaid, he hoped that Gentlemen would 
not think him tedious in the neceſſary detail, which-he was 
about to lay before them, nor be alarmed at the voluminous 
Papers on the table. He hoped that upon this occaſion he 
ſhould not weary out the attention of the Committee. In 
order to avoid this, he ſaid, he did not conceive it to be re- 
quiſite to eater into a particular detail of Accounts which had 
been printed for the peruſal of the Members of the Houſe, 
but merely to ſtate their general reſult, under the perſuaſion 
that every Gentleman was already acquainted with their various 
items. On former occaſions, indeed, it had been found ne- 


ceſſary to enter minutely into the ſubject, to remove difficul- 


ties, and to explain ſeeming intricacies of detail; but ſuch 
arrangements had been for this year adopted, and the whole 
rendered ſo plain and pgtſpicuous, that he flattered himſelf, 
on the inveſtigation of the various eftimates, Gentlemen 


would be able to avail themſelves of the various hints and 
| directions 
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directions which he had from time to time offered. For ſome 
years. he owned, he had felt a conſiderable degree of anxiety | 


in attracting the attention of Members of Parliament to Indian 
affairs; and he was fully perſuaded, that, on a mature deli- 
beration on this 2 ſubject in its preſent late, their 
opinions would exactiy correſpond with the concluſions which 
he had drawn.” | | | 
The Committee would recollect, that every Son previous 
to the laſt, he had contented himſelf wita bringing forward 
a ſtatement of the Company's affairs, ſo far only as related 
to their territorial poſſeſſions in India, without giving any ſpe- 
cific account of the product of their {les, or the ſtate of 
their revenue at home. But in the courie of laſt Sethon, 
when it became neceflary to bring forward propoſitions for the 
future government and trade of India, it was his duty to 
bring both the objects to which he had alluded under the im- 
mediate conſideration of the Houſe : And this latter mode 
of proceeding it was bis intention to purſue upon the preſent 
occaſion, that it might be clearly ſeen how far the favourable 
predictions which he had ventured to make with regard to 
the affairs of the Eaſt India Company, had been juſtified by 
the events which had, fince thoſe predictions, taken place. 
In combining. Indian affairs both at home and abroad, in 
elucidating the intricacies of detail, in preſenting at once a 
general view of the ſubject, he hoped, that he ſhould: faci- 
litate inveſtigation, and familiarize Gentlemen with thoſe ac- 
counts which a certain ſet of men had often declared to be fal- 
lacious. He was ſorry to find that they had now completely 
abandoned the ſubject. It was, perhaps, from a conviction 
of their error; for if they at this time attended their duty in 
Parliament, they would be obliged to acknowledge, that the 
clearneſs and perſpicuity of the eſtimates on the table were 
at leaſt equal to any which had ever challenged the inſpection 
of the Houſe. * | 5 75 
« For ſeveral years (ſaid Mr. Dundas) after che commence- 
ment of this part of my public duty, I was regularly favoured 
(previous to the opening of what /ome Gentlemen called my 


Budget) with certain portions: of admonitory correſpondence, 


kindly unfolding the real ſtatement of affairs! But I have to 
lament, that for two or three years that / fu and /audable cor- 
reſpondence has ceafed; the authors, perhaps, diſcovering how 
futile it would be to oppoſe vague and idle obſervations to 
ſtubborn and incontrovertible ſtatements founded in truth. 
Thus I have been permitted to walk peaceably over the courſe 
of Indian affairs. But ſome gentleman, envious of my tran- 
quillity, has had yeſterday the audacity to aflail me from 
Vor. III. | G 
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another battery; where, aſter preſenting an eſtimate of the 
Sales, &c. for the current year, he ſhrewdly remarks that— 
« 'Two millions more muſt be borrowed to _ their Caſh 
„ Balance equal to what it was on the iſt of March 1794, 
« which we conſider a much better comment on the general 
cc proſperity of the Company, than can be derived from 
& the intrepidity of Mr. Dundas's aſſertions on Indian affairs. 
« 'The bold man always aſſumes courage in proportion to his 
« danger; and as the Company's affairs are now more dif- 
tc couraging than ever, we ſhall of courſe, at the opening of 
& the India Budget to-morrow, have the moſt flattering ac- 
& counts of their immenſe wealth and unexhauſted reſources. 


Some gueſs was here formed of what would be part of his 
propoſitions to the Committee; but allowing his correſpond- 


ent all the advantage of the amount of ſales in a year of war 
not being equal to the amount in years of peace, he ſhould ſtill 
have the intrepidity to ſhew, that the reſources of the Com- 
pany were fully equal to all the demands which he had calcu- 
lated they would anſwer. He ſhould therefore leave this Cor- 
refpondent for the preſent, and proceed to the confideration of 


the ſeveral accounts: He ſaid he ſhould, as on a former 


occaſion, take his ſtatements on an average of three years pre- 
vious to the year of war, and an average of three years in- 
cluding the year of war. And he ſhould alfo lay before them 
the eſtimates of the revenue for the laſt year, and the actual 
amount of the revenue. | | : 


ABSTRACT OF THF FAST INDIA COMPANY'S 
ACCOUNTS, 1794. © 
Fg Curt, Rupees, 


| BENGAL, | L. Sterling. 
Average of receipts for 3 years at 28. | 
from 1787-8, to 89-90, (the 3 5 EOS | 
years previous to the War)— 5745740, 67 5,454,107 
Ditto for the 3 years 1790-1 to | | 1 
1792-3 - © A $,31,349.398 5,313,490 
The difference leſs 14,056,169 140,617 
| | — — — —— —— 
Revenues were eftimated for | | 
E — 6,10, 49,203 3,104,920 
Actually colleted - - = $5252,69,339 5,526,933 
| The exceſs 42, 20, 136 422,013 
Charges for 1792-3, eſtimated at 3,04, 23, 677 3,042, 367 
Amount, as far as can be aſcer- e 
tained ” _ | 2,95, 60, 84 2,956,008 
Cha ges leſs than eſtimated 8,62, 993 $6,299 
Adding 
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Curt. Ru 1 . Sterli 
Adding exceſs of revenue to defi- | at 2 2 
ciency of charges, actual ac- 
count for 1792-3, better than | | 
elimated-/.. = <1  '-: +. $0,884,129 508,318 


Net revenues of 1792-3 2,57,08,655 2, 507, 868 


Revenues for 1793-4, eſtimated at 5,42,38,641 5,423, 864 
Charges eſtimated alt 3,24, 5 2,788 3,245,279 


% z 


Which is more than ſtated in the 
8 eſtimate laid before the 

Houſe laſt year by 192,58 l. 

He next proceeded to the ſtatement of the Madras Ac- 
counts, which hitherto could not be very eaſily ſettled on ac- 
count of the ſettlements neceſſary to be made between that 
government and the Nabob of Arcot and the Rajah of Tan- 


Eſtimated net revenue 2,17,85,853 2,178,585 


— jore. | | | : 
hs M1 DRAS, | Pagodas, at 83. C. Sterl. 
f Revenues for 1792-3, were eſti- : 
r c mated at - - - 61,46,889 2,458,756 
hos | Actual collection Was - — 61 90, 7 75 2,476, z 10 
1 Better than eſtimated 43,886 17,554 
al Charges were eſtimated alt 42, 0, 716 1,680, 286 
Actual amount of charges 49,09, 163 1,963, 665 
Charges more than eſtimated 7,08, 447 283,399 
g. i , — — — 
| Deducting actual charges from 1 
15 revenues, the net receipt was 12,8 1,612 512, 644 
i Revenues eſtimated for 1993-4 at 55:80, 193 8 2,2 32,037 
Jo Charges ditto - 95 429539244 1,701,297 
17 Net eſtimate revenues 9 13, 26, 949 530, 740 
| He had one general obſervation to make with regard to Ma- 
= dras, and which he was very happy to have it in his power to 
35 make, which was, that the revenue of Madras was at this 
13 time equal to its collection, and that there would be no longer 
. a neceſſity to draw from the revenues of the other ſettlements 
67 for its ſupport. He had found much difficulty in endeavouring 
to remove the doubts of Gentlemen on the neceſſity of keeping 
568 up a large military eſtabliſhment at Madras; but he contended, 
— that, from its ſituation, it was neceſſary ſo to do; becauſe it 
99 was the only effectual way to maintain a frontier for the pro- 
* tection of the rich provinces of Bengal; and he that ſhould 
" G 2 ever 
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ever deviate from this ſyſtem, would moſt aſſuredly lay a found- 
ation for the loſs of the whole of our Eaſt India poftethons, 
He obſerved, that a ſettlement was not to be thrown away from 
the mere circumitance of its charges excceding its revenue: 


The whole of our poſſe ſſions in India ſhould be confidered as 


one large eſtate, the preſervation of one part of which, eſpe- 


cially the part the moſt likely to be attacked, was neceſſary 


for the protection of the reſt; and the neceſſary expence thereby 
incurred, ſhould not be charged to the account of the ſingle 
ſpot ſo preferved, but to the whole eſtate. | 

With regard to the Bombay account, he faid he 
regretted being obliged to ſtate to the Committee the 
miſerable intuthciency and incorrectneſs of the returns from 


that ſettlement z he had been under the neceſſity of making a 


ſimilar complaint laſt year ; and even now he had not any ac- 
count upon which he could ground his calculations ſubſequent 
to the year 1792; he was therefore obliged to go upon an 


eſtimate whicn he could not conhde in; he mentioned this to 


exprels his regret that the fact was ſo, and to ſay that, as com- 
plaint and repreſentation had not been attended to by the per- 
ſons whoſe duty it was to furniſh thoſe accounts, ſome radi- 


cal remedy mult be adopted. He was convinced that the ſtate- 


ment upon the ertimate with which he was furniſhed, was 
150,000]. leſs than the real revenue, It was eſtimated but 


at 200,050!. and from the belt judgment he could form, it in 


all probability amounted to 350,000l. | 


BOMBAY. Rupees at L. Sterl. 
Average revenue for 3 years, 28. 3d. ED | 
was, 1789-90 to 1791-2 15,30, 778 172, 212 


For 1791-2 (the laſt year for 
which adual accounts have 
been received) the revenues 


were eſtimated at - - 15.84, 75 5 778,21 5 
The actual amount was 16, 6,350 185,214 
Better than eſtimate * 61 „595 6, 929 
The charges for that year, being a | | | 
period of war, were eſtimated at 1,20,52,551 1,355,912 
But amounted to only - + 1,158,466 1,322,204 
Being leſs than eſtimated 299,000 * 48 
The lateſt eſtimate received from ee: . 
Bombay, is for 12923, in 
which the revenues are com- | 
puted at - - 21, 3,9022 242,316 
And the charges at - - 60,8, 395 68 7, 569 
| Exceſs of eſtimated charges 39,04,473 439,258 


2 He 


. hk. 


Ars ff A.] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 4s 


He next proceeded to the ſtatement of the leſſer and ſubor- 


dinate ſettlements. 


BENCOOLEN and PIN ANS. 


Dollars, at 58. £o Sterli 
Average of Bencoolen revenues ag 


for 3 years », . - 17,738 4.44 

C. Rupees. C. Scavii 
Supplies to Bencoolen and Pi- n. 
nang, for 1792-3 eſtimated at 6, 80, ooo 68,000 
Amount aciuaily ſupplied - 6. 20,927 67 093 
Supply leſs than eſtimated, _ $9,073 5,907 


Befides which, the ſupplies to 

the iſlands of Andaman and | 

St. Helena amounted to 1, 20,917 12, ogr 
Supplies to the whole of the | 

above Settlements, for 179 3-43 


eſtimated at - . 7,70, 000 | 77,000 

| GENERAL VIEW, yt 
Actual revenues of 2 8 at N 

Bengal, per cn 3, Curt. 

Rupees " $-52:69,339 6.526 
Madras, per No. 6, | pag. 67 905 775 * 
Bombay, per eſtimate, No. 7, Rs. 21,953,942 242,316 

| Ct. Rs. 8 . 8,245,560 
Charges at Bengal 2,95,60,684 £+29955,068 | 
Madras Pag. 49, 9,163 2,9 6,68 
Bombay, eſtimated Rs. 60, 52, 395 681,559 | 
Hg.” 5 | — — 5,601, 302 


| 2,544,258 
Supplies from Bengal to Ben- N 


coolen, Pinang, Andaman 
iſlands, and St. Helena | 
72414844 + 518 
The intereſt upon the * OY 
Bengal, per No. 18, paid in the 
year Ct Rup. 44,55,590 £418,559 
At Madras, No. 19, Pag. 2, 6,434 82,573 
At Bombay, as ftated in the ac- 
count laid before the Houſe laſt 
year, no actual ſtatement hay- ä 
been received q, 88, 863 111,244 


| 70 e to be deducted — 642,376 
ö 1,927,698 
To 
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| Ct. Rup, at 28. L. Stetl. 
To this adding the amount received | 715 
from the ſale of import goods and | 
per certificate, per No. 15, Ct. Rs, 48,98,387 489,339 
'The total ſum applicable to the pur- 
chaſe of inveſtment, payment of 
commercial charges, &c. 1s 2,417,537 


On the general view, he ſaid, he did not mean to ſtate the 
balance as likely to be permanent. Part of it aroſe from the 
revenues of Tanjore being in the hands of the Company; and 


part from the inſtalments paid by Tippoo Sultan. But he 


could ſay with confidence, that there would be a permanent 
balance of more than rwo mil:ions applicable to the purchaſe 
of inveſtment, and the liquidation of debt. This exceeded 
the expectations he had held out laſt year. The balance upon 
which he had then calculated was only 1, 400, oool.; and he had 
now complete aſſurance of a balance exceeding that by at leaſt 
Goo, oool. | 8 
DEPTS, Ct. Rop, at 28. . Sterl. 
The debts in India by laſt year's | | 792835 
ſtatements, amounted to C. Rs. 9,08, 45,568 9,084, 550 
By account, No. 16, the amount is 7,85, 74, ogg 77585 7, 405 


— — 


Decreaſe of debts in India 13522, 71,459 1,227,146 
Remitted home by | | | | 


account, No. 17 $34,58,831 x 
Bills drawn fince 7 ä | 3 
dates of accounts, 


by No. 16 31,36,646 
Deduct 65,906,477 659,548 
Debts actually paid in India, be- e 23 
ſides what transferred home C. Rs, 6,75,982 567,598 
Debts bearing intereſt by laſt year's of 53 F 4 
ſtatement - - 6,93,39,432 6,933,943 
By prelent account, No. 16 6,32, 23,287 6,322,329 
Decreaſe of debt bearing intereſt 61,160,145 611,614 
Annual amount of intereſt by | 
laſt year's account 5G,22,097 $92,210 
By preſent account, No. 16 51,78,256 517,826 
Decreaſe of annual intereſt 7,43,841 74.384 


_ He next took a view of the amount of the aſſets, which he 
added to the diminution of the debt, by which he ſhewed the 
:mprovement of the affairs of the Company, 
| ASSETS. 


* 
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n Ct. Rup. at as. L. Sterl. 
Value of caſh, bills, goods, and | NE . 
debts owing to the Company, | b 
ſtated laſt year at — 7,651, 67,983 7,616,798 
Ditto, ditto, by No. 21 $,73537,911 8,733,791 


Increaſed velue-of aſſets 1,11, 69,928 1,116 
The decreaſe of debts there, as . a ' | $694 
before ſtated 2 - 185,22, 71,459 1,227,146 


AG decreaſe of debts in in- 
cCreaſe of aſſets, the affairs in . 17 

India appear better by - 2,34441,397 2, 344,139 
| OY CHINA and ST, HELENA. 2 
Balance in favour of the Com- | : 

pany laft year > - | 805,955 


Ditto this year, No. 24 1,080, 881 
Better in China and St. Helena 274,926 


Having gone over the reduction of the Company's debts, 


and the improvement of their aſſets in India fince laſt year, he 


wiſhed Gentlemen to conſider whether or not they ſaw any 
thing in theſe accounts that could induce them to think that 
his 3 ſtatements were too ſanguine. On the contrary, 
many circumſtances muſt lead to more favourable concluſions 
than thoſe which he had now drawn. We had annihilated the 
only European power on the Continent of India that could 
rival us. We had humbled the only native power that could 
diſturb us. Of the degree to which Tippoo Sultan was hum- 
bled, of the dread which he entertained of our force, the 
punctuality with which he had fulfilled all his engagements, 
and paid all his inſtalments, was an indilputable proof. We 
had added greatly to the confidence, which the native powers 
ought ever to entertain of our good faith. One inſtance alone 
of the conduct of the Marquis Cornwallis, great as a warrior, 
great as a ſtateſman, reflected as much honour on his own 
character, and would as much promote the true intereſt of his 
country in that quarter of the globe, as any action of his life. 
When Tippoo Sultan, who had regularly paid all his inſtal- 
ments to the Company, but was in arrear to the Nizam, of- 
fered a payment to the Company before it was due, the Mar- 
quis Cornwallis ſaid to him:—© Highly acceptable as the 
payment would be, and advantageous to the affairs: of the 
Company at the preſent moment, I will not accept of your 
money, while you are in arrears to the Nizam, our ally.” 
The Nizam was immediately paid. Here were the faithleſs 
Marattas, and the more faithleſs Nizam, as they had _ 

ofren 
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often called, arning the maxims and the practice oi good 
faith from their connexions with the Britiſh power in India. 
It was therefore with gaud reaſon that he mentioned the con- 
fidence of the native powers, as a ſource of ſecurity. Such 
conduct and attention to the intereſt of our aihes tended to 
bind them firmly to us; ind the conſequenees were, that the 
Britiſh charactor, for jultice, Honour and fidelity, was imme» 
diately exalt d to the higheſt ymnacle of fame. | 

But his Lordihip, not {irisfied with theſe wile and ſalutary 
meaſures, formed an arrangement for the ſecurity and perma- 
nent poſſeſſion of landed property fully convinced, that 
« there never can be happineſs in any country where landed 
property is inſecure.” "Phe effect has been, that the monied 
men, who formerly hoarded up their wealth, have been ex- 

nding it in the purcÞafe of landed property in Bengal, aud 
in the other provinces : Happy in hving under the protection 
of the Britiſh Government, by wiuch bberty and property were 
rendered ſecure and permanent. a 

Another advantage prodvced by the war, which ſeemed 
rather extraordinary, was the increaſe of the circulation of 
ſpecie; and which arote from three cauſes: Firſt, the Com- 
pany had, to anſwer any ſudden emerpency 2rifing from the 
war, ſent out oc, oool. in ſpecie; inſtalments from Tippoo 
had brought into the country, ſpecie to tue amount of one mil- 
lion; and on account of the high rate of intereſt in that coun- 
try, and its low rate here, ſeveral individuals, at their own 
riſque, had ſent out large ſums to India on the ſpeculation of 

at returns from intereſt. The laſt legacy of the Marquis 
Cornwallis to a people on whom he had conferred ſo many 
obligations, was highiy valuable, viz. the regulation of the 
Courts of Juſtice. Separating the courts from the collectors 
of the revenue, and rendering juſtice equally acceſſible to the 
rich and to the poor, although attended with an expence of 


Go, oool. muſt add greatly to the happineſs, and conſequently _ 


to the population, of all the provinces. The improved credit 
of the Company was ground of encouragement. At the com- 
mencement of the war they were obliged to borrow money in 
India at twelve per cent. During the war intereſt fell to 
eight per cent, It was now only ſix; and the Company's 
bonds, at that rate of intereit, bore a premium of two per 


cent. 


but he confeſſed that he dwelt with infinite pleaſure on the 


affairs of India, and felt himſelf happy in being able to ſtate 


fuch unequivocal proofs of their increaſing proſperity. 
There 


He truſted that the Committee would not think him tedious, | 


a, 4 


ES. > A. A. SES. D-., os. . A. of 


Azrit. 4]. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 49 


There was ſtill another advantage, which, if properly ma- 
naged, might lead to proſperity unknown, viz. the acquiſition 
of territory on the Malabar Coaſt, the grand ſource of com- 
mercial. treaſure. . | rg 
When he combined all thoſe various circumſtances together, 
every one of which, taken ſeparately or conjointly, were 


_ proofs of the growing proſperity of India; when he reflected 


on the territorial revenue of the Company, on the profits of 
their trade, ariſing from a large capital; when he conſidered 
the favourable ſituation in which they ſtood with regard to the 


other powers of India, and the excellent regulations which 


had lately taken place in our Indian provinces ; it was impoſ- 
ſible for him, or for any man, with accuracy, to calculate 


their effects on the general proſperity of a country. He con- 


ſidered all theſe circumſtances as ſuſhcient grounds to juſtify 
his opinion, and prove that his expectations were well 


— —— 


founded. 5 WE, N 
AT HOME. | | | 
In an average eſtimate laid before | - Eb 
the Houſe laſt year, the amount e . Sterl. 
of ſales of goods was taken at : 48.088, 300 
Actual ſale amount - — _ 4,887,127 
ame Leſs than eſtimateel - 101,173 
Charges and profit on private 5 
trade eſtimated CES ;:- -« --" 10,000 
Actual amount - — - 95,840 
More than eſtimated - 2 25,840 
Difference between eſtimate and actual - - i» 75,333 


Actual amount received for goods 


in the year - - - - 4+389,45 8 
The Company having been obliged e 
to give more credit than uſual. by 
4976691. over the iſt of March * 75 
India debt paid off in the year 1,008,627 
Bond debt ditto - 7 Np - 1,028,475 
— J | . — — 
8 Debts paid of > = - 2,037,112 
Amount to be received for goods | : M 
fold in preſent year eſtimated at - - 5,426,358 
India debt eſtimated to be paid in | 51441 
| this year - | — - - 972, 1 26 
Total of India debt paid, and to be HEM! det 
paid, in two years OS — 1,980,763 


Laſt year's act directs only 500, oocl. 
a year to be paid ah 


Vol., III. Fe: H | M.iore 
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More India debt paid than ordered 
* by the Act - 1 
More goods ſold not paid for than 


expected - - - 5 


More paid and leſs received - 4 
Debts at home, including tranſ- 
ferred debt according to laſt 
year's account, excluſive of ca- 


pital ſtock - 9 8 5 
Amount of ditto at preſentt 4 
Decreaſe of debts =» 35 - 


After paying 250, oool. to Govern- 
ment, and including 250, oool. 
among the debts. £ 
ASSETS AT HOME, 
The aſſets at home making the ac- 
count exactly ſimilar to the ſe- 
cond part of No. 23, amounted 
laſt year to - 3 b - 


By No. 23 the amount is - R - 


Increaſed value of effects at home 
Add decreaſe of debts to increaſe 
of aſſets—the affairs at home ap- 


pear better by - - - i; 


GENERAL EOMPARATIVE VIEW. 
Debts leſs, and affets more in In- 


dia than in laſt year's accounts „ 
Ditto in China and St. Helena, 

per No. 24 - 4 A 
Ditto at home - 3 f 3 


But towards this there was raiſed 


by new capital - - - 2,000,000 


And cargoes arrived from India 
ſince making their ſtock ac- 


counts NG - - 207,108 


Net improvement in the Company's 
affairs by reduction of debts and 


increaſe of aſſets - 5 * 


| ü he Sterl. 


980, 763 


7,604,629 


7 ,000, 500 


598,129 


9,2295173 
9.888, 836 


— UUI— —kf—— 


659,663 


—— a 


I 92575792: 


2,344,139 


274,926 
2575792 


—— U — — 


3,876, 857 


2,207,108 


f 
| | 1,669,749 | 
Having ſtated the reduction of debts, and improvement of 
aſſets at home, and ſhewn, on the general balance of accounts, 
- both at home and abroad, that the Company's affairs were 


improved 1,669,7491. ſince laſt year, after paying the 500,000). 
| _ | to 
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to the Public, he obſerved, that the eſtimates abroad had all 
been exceeded by the actual produce; and that the fales at 
home had failed to the amount of 878,8731. This had been 
owing to two cauſes: The prices had been conſiderably af- 
fected by the ſtate of eommercial credit; and the quantity of 
goods for ſale had been leſs than was expected. On the arti- 
cles of' teas, piece goods, and raw filk, there was a deficit of 
more than . 400,0001. the prices having been from twelve to 
fifteen per cent. leſs than they would have been under other 
cn When peace was concluded in India, a con- 
ſiderable increaſe of Coaſt. goods was expected, and the ſales 
were eſtimated at 800, oool. All that came home produced 
only 389,000]. leaving a deficiency which, with that on the 
prices, made up the whole deficit. Hence he inferred, that 
the eſtimate was not improperly made; and that its having 
failed, in "conſequence of circumſtances unforeſeen and un- 
avoidable, afforded no ground for future diſtruſt. For the 
e of an inveſtment the ſurplus revenue in India would 
be again applied as before; and on the produce of the ſales he 
derived additional confidence from the ſhort ſales of laſt year, 
becauſe the diſtreſs of commercial credit being removed, an 
additional quantity of goods would be called for to make up 
the deficiency of laſt year. Even with all the additional 
charges ariſing from the war, and the deficit of ſales, the 
Company had been able to pay off more than 50, oool. of 
their debt at home. When the happy period of peace ſhould 
arrive, and the markets of Europe be again opened, he would 
not limit the Company's fales to five millions; and from the 
circumſtances he had mentioned,” he did not think that he 
ſhould over-rate them at 5, 426, 35 l. In this he was further 
confirmed by the ſale in March laſt, which was eſtimated at 
$26,3 581. and had produced 888, 1141. exceeding the eſtimate 
y -61,786L - | 

He wok a general but comprehenſive view of the whole ac- 
counts, with the foliowin 5 | 

ESTIMATE OF SALES FOR THE CURRENT VEAR, 
From the 1ſt of March 1794, to the iſt of March 1795s. 


Caſh in the 'Trea- Cuſtoms - £ 663,166 
ſury on the 1ſt Freight and demur- 191 
of March 1794 . — 1, 109,412 
(morning), ex- Goods and ſtores cĩũ2x 
cluſive of duty on portd 1,251,041 
tea (927,624 Indian debt 2725146 
New ſtock - < $55,240 Ditto, expected to be 
Company's goods drawn, about 100,000 


ſold and to be Bills of Exchange | 
fold =» - 5,426,358 from India, & 230,474 
| | 8 Hondur- 
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Honourable Board of . Ditto, China £475,282 


Ordnance, for falt- Bullion exported ' 20,000 | 


petre delivered - £22,500 Charges on merchan- 


Private trade goods, dize, including us 
ſold before 11t of pra Cargoes com- 
March 1794. 210, ooo miſſion, and inter- 1100 
Charges and profits eſt on loans - _ 470,000 
on private trade o, ooo Indigo contractors 39,809 
One year's intereſt, | Dividends on. ſtock, -* 
at. 31. per cent. per and intereſt on Ne 
ann. on 1,207,559. bonds 710, ooo 
158. the Company's Bonds advertiſed to 
ſhare of annuities be paid off — 375217 
transferred to the Bonds to be paid off, DE 
Bank, per AQ of | to reduce the bond £17} 
Parliament 36, 226 debt to 2, ooo, oool. 142, 150 
May be borrowed of Government, for the Is 
the Bank on mort- 2d half- early pay: 
gage of the annui- ment, poſtponed _.. 
ties - =. 200,c00 from Jan. 1794 25, ooo 


Proprietors of private 


trade 284,910 


Buyers of teas re- 


turnd 399 
Warrants paſſed the | 


Court unpaid ' 534,809 
8 | 6,717,022 
Balance in favour, 1ſt 425 
March 1795 230,926 
£6,947,948 * £ 6,947,948 


It might be aſked, if the affairs of the Company were thus 
proſperous both at home and abroad, why borrow money ? 
Why apply to the Public for relief ? 'To this he would anſwer, 
that the Company did not aſk for relief; they aſked nothing 
but leave to increaſe their own capital; an indulgence to 
which, under the particular circumſtances, they were: well 
entitled. He might have poſtponed the new arrangement of 
the Company's affairs for one year more, which would have 


prevented the neceſſity of increaſing their capital; but con- 


vinced, as he was, of their proſperity, it would neither have 
been juſt to hinder them from enjoying the fair profits, which 
he knew it could afford them in an increaſe: of dividend, nor 
the Public from receiving the ſhare to which they were enti- 
tled. When he propoſed that arrangement, he foreſaw that 
any failure of the eſtimates muſt come on the cafh account 
and if the ſales had not failed, all would have ſtood fait, By 

| | | the 


* 
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the new arrangement, they were to pay only 506,000. a a 
year of the debt transferred from India; but before it was 
concluded, they had been obliged to accept bills to the amount 
of more than a million. They were next to reduce the bonded 
debt; and if they had gone literally by the Act of Parliament, 
they muſt have applied their whole ſurplus to that purpoſe. 
It was thought more adviſable to poſtpone the bonded debt, 
becauſe it bore an intereſt of only four per cent. while the 
debt transferred from India bore an intereſt of five per cent. 
One of his propoſitions now would be to let the bonded debt 
remain at two millions. | e | 
On account of the ſhock given to commercial credit, the 
Company had been obliged to poſtpone one of their ſales for 
ſeveral months. the conſequence of which was, that they had 
500,000). of debts due to them out-ſtanding beyond the or- 
dinary period of payment. He therefore propoſed to allow 
them to iſſue bonds, if neceſſary, to the ſame amount. This 
was contracting no new debt, for the money due to them 
was recoverable, and when it came in would diſcharge the 
bonds. 4 65 Win 
As their ſervants in India could not be informed ſooner that 
only 500,0001.-of India debt was to be paid annually in Eng- 
land, they would have oo, oool. of that debt to pay; and 
unleſs it ſhould be thought proper to poſtpone the 500, oool. 
to be paid to the Public, they muſt be enabled to provide for 
this ſurplus charge alſo. The Committee, he apprehended, 
would think it more -adviſable to let them provide for this by 
adding to their caſh account, till the debt transferred from 
India ſhould be reduced to 500, oool. for which orders were 
now given. While the ſales at home were lively and pro- 
ductive, it was highly proper to take advantage of this mode 
of transferring debt 8 India to England. In time of war, 
when the charges were greater and the profits leſs, it might 
be adviſable to make the transfer of debt leſs, or to ſtop it al- 
together, His own opinion was, that it never ought to be en- 
tirely ſtopped, becauſe then the Company's ſervants would be 
tempted to give foreign Companies the benefit of their capital, 
which would open a door for contraband trade. Nothing 
could be more injudicious than the old regulations, by which 
the Company would neither bring home the fortunes of their 
ſervants (honeſtly acquired) themſelves, nor allowed them to 
be ſent to Europe by other channels. | 
It was his intention, in the petition of the Company, to 
move for leave to bring in à Bill to enable them to continue 
their old bonded debt at two millions, and to iſſue new bonds 
for one million more. 1 8 
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He concluded with moving his ſeveral reſolutions, which 


| were agreed to without any debate, and * report ordered to 


be received on Monday the 7th. 
VOLUNTEER CORPS, 


Dye Chancellor o ** Hæchequer moved the Order of the Day 


for receiving the Report of the Committee on the Bill fox ds 
encouragement and diſcipline of ſuch perſons as ſhall volunta» 
rily enrol themſelves for the internal defence of the kingdom; 
which being done, the amendments of the Committee were 
read and agreed to. He then propoſed ſome other amend- 
ments, one of which was founded on the idea ſuggeſted on a 
former occaſion, by Mr. Sheridan, that of removing all difs 
ficulty as to the time when theſe volunteers thall be ſubject to 
military law. He thought it would be better that ſuch a point 
ſhould be purely voluntary on the part of the corps, and 
therefore before the word “ mareh,” he propoſed to inſert 
the word © voluntary,” fo that no perſon ſhould be bound ts 
march who did not think fit ; but after voluntary marching, 
the Mutiny Bill would of courſe attach. The amendments 
were all agreed to, and the Bill ordered to be engroſſed, and 
to be read a third time on eee the Js if then ee 
A. | | 


' HOUSE OF Lonbs. 
| Monpar, April J. | 
Their Lordſhips went, in the uſual form, at half paſt one 

o' clock, into Weſtminſter-Hall, to proceed with the Trial of 
Mr. Haſtings. At five their Lordſhips returned to the Cham- 
ber of Parliament. 

A Mcflage was ſent to inform the 88 that they would 
+ os ſurther with the Trial on Wedneſday the gth. . 


HO WARD'S PIVORCE BILL. 


Mr. Mingay, Counſel for Mr. Howard, appeared at the Bar, 
and, in a thort and pertinent ſpeech, ſtated to the Houſe the 
grounds upon which Mr. Howard Prayes to be divorced from 
Lady Elizabeth, his wife, 

He then proved the marriage by the copy of the regiſter, and 
by the evidence of the Duke of Norſolk, who wad preſent at 
the ceremony. Other witneſſes were. called, who proved the 
elopement of Lady Elizabeth from Mr. Howard 3 in July laſt, 
and that ſhe had refided ever ſince with Mr. Bingham, The 
ſentence of divorce 4 inenſa el I hora, in the Eccleſiaſtical Court, 
Was alſo prored. 
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Mr. Mingay then ſaid it would be neceſſary (as there was a 
clauſe in the Bill to baſtardize the children which Lady Eliza- 
beth might have after leaving her huſband's houſe) for him 
to prove that Lady Elizabeth was not pregnant when ſhe left 
Mr. Howard's houſe. He called a witneſs for that purpoſe. 

Mr. Garrow, who attended on the part of Lady Elizabeth, 
ſaid, he would leave that Lady's caſe, and that of the child 
with which ſhe was now pregnant, to the wiſdom and juſtice 
of the Houſe, | e | 

The Bill was read a firſt time. 

x 8 PRIVILEGE, | 

The Earl ef Lauderdale called their Lordſhips” attention to 
a proceeding which he knew only from hearſay ; but which, 
if truly ſtated, demanded their moſt ferious regard, as it tended 
to violate the firſt principle of the freedom of diſcuſſion in 
that Houſe. He underſtood, that, on Friday laſt, a Noble Earl - 
had regularly made a motion in his place; which motion it 
was the duty of their Lordſhips, and conſonant to all the rules 
and orders of the Houſe, to entertain and diſcuſs in a Parlia- 
mentary way; inaſmuch as it was the acknowledged privilege 
of every Noble Peer to originate, and bring into diſcuſſion, in 
the Houſe, any propoſition that he might think material to the 


welfare, intereſts, and dignity of the empire. Without this 


privilege, inherent in every Member, all diſcuſhon might be 
prevented, or be arbitrarily cruſhed; all the benefits of a de- 
liberative aſſembly be deſtroyed, and all the ends of Parliament 
rendered nugatory. Nr might be overborne by majo- 
rities, might be defeated by the artifice of debate, or be got 
rid of by adjournment ;. but it was one of the molt ſalutary, as 
well as moſt ſacred, proviſions of Parliament, that, upon every 
queſtion regularly put, there muſt be a formal decifion. There 
was no power, that he knew of, exiſting in that Houſe, which 
could arbitrarily diſpoſe of any motion, and prevent it from 
coming fairly into diſcuſſion before their Lordſhips. There 
was no order by which a propelition could drop ſtill- born 
from the mouth of the mover, and which he owned and main- 
tained ; and any attempt violently to ſtifle ſuch a propofition 
in the. birth, was deſtructive of all the rights for which their 
anceſtors had ſtruggled, and without the maintenance of which 
their exiſtence would be uſeleſs. Yet, notwithſtanding theſe 
clear, acknowledged truths, he underſtood, that the motion of 
15 Noble Earl, to which he alluded, had been arbitrarily eur- 

liled, and a part of it withheld from their Lordſhips, without 
any motion having been made, or amendment offered, to juſtify 
ſuch a proceeding. He could not help thinking this a. moſt 
extraordinary proceeding, at a time when they were called 

"OY | upon 
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upon ſo ſtrenuouſly to maintain the conſtitution by a war ſo 
burthenſome and injurious to the country. Here the firft | ami 


principles of the freedom of debate were infringed ; and it Les 

was therefore of material conſequence to their Lordſhips, that the 

they ſhould ſerioufly inquire into the proceeding. He ſhould wh 

therefore defire their Lordſhips to be ſummoned to take the Bis 

proceeding into conſideration. F 1 Ho 

0 The Earl of Caernarvon ſaid, that he was happy to find that on 
1 the Noble Earl (Lauderdale) could feel the impreſſion of pro 
Þ alarm, however trifling the caufe which excited it; it gave ced 
14 dim ſome hopes that poſſibly he might by degrees grow more - 
vi indulgent to, perhaps at laſt participate, the alarm of others, tak 
j\ where real and ſubſtantial cauſe produced it. He could, how- F 
5 cver, having been preſent, remove the uneaſy ſenſation which Ayr 
Fill an ill-· founded report ſeemed to have excited in the Noble Earl's the 
1 mind, by aſſuring him, that if he had been preſent he would pre 
* have heard the Noble Earl's motion, and its extraordinary pre- , 
14 amble, with the ſame emotion which the reſt of the Houſe Wit 
= felt, and he would have. been convinced that his Learned Friend N 
i on the woolſack, ſo far from infringing the privileges of the pre 
= Houſe, had acted as became its dignity and wiſdom, and his me 
=. own character and fituation, and with the unanimous concur- caſ 
1 rence and approbation of every Peer preſent. He would ſur 
. not enter into the detail of the tranſaction at this moment, as wa 
IJ the Noble Earl had given notice that he ſhould make a motion wa 
MY on the ſubject to-morrow ; he was ready, however, either now mi; 

i or then, to maintain that his Learned Friend had in no in- the 
„ ſtance departed from the ſtricteſt propriety of conduct, and an 
i l that in fact what he had done was the unanimous act of the 1 
. Houſe. | - 3 «K, 
. De Biſhop of Rochęſter doubted whether it was regular for 
4 the Noble Lord to make a motion upon a ſubject which paſſed pla 
. upon a former occaſion when he was not preſent. He con- = 
: | | curred with the Noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, in maintaining of 
4 that the Learned Lord had acted with regularity, After the ten 
Þ Houſe had been fatigued with hearing that tedious preamble e: 
= read, the Learned Lord propoſed, as an amendment, to leave t \ 
5 4 out the preamble z ro which propoſal the Houſe gave their too 
.* moſt unanimous approbation. Even the Noble Earl (Stan- pla 
1 hope) did not oppoſe it. Nothing, therefore, could be more the 
'Y regular than the whole proceeding, or more conformable to wo 
b 4 the privileges of that Houſe. 385 3 . Ge 
* 4 Ear! Stanhope ſaid, the memory of the Reverend Prelate wa Th 
4 not quite correct in ſaying, that au amendment had been pro- per 
= poſed to his motion, which had been adopted. He never re- rer 
ik membered to have ſeen a motion put in that way before; for, pat 
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inſtead of taking the opinion of the Houſe upon the ſuppoſed 
amendment, in the uſual form of Content or Not-Content, the 
Learned Lord ſaid, he would take the ſenſe of the Houſe by + 
their look, This was even worſe than the French Convention, 
where they decide upon meaſures par acclamation, He thanked 
his Noble Friend for his attention to the privileges of the 
Houſe, in bringing forward this motion. He then commented 
on what had pifled on Friday, and ventured to pronounce the 
proceedings of the Houſe on the occaſion to have been unpre- 
cedented, ſcandalous, and atroctaus—, | 

The Lord Chancellor moved to have the Noble Earl's words 
taken down. 125 e 

Earl Stanhope reminded the Houſe, that he was ſpeaking 


*hypothetically, and putting a ſuppoſititious caſe z and that. # 


the facts were ſo, then he meant to apply the epithets and ex- 
preſſions he had uſed, and not to any thing that did paſs. 

The Earl of Caernarven ſaid, that the ſentence was finiſhed 
without the word zf, and indeed was not very good ſenſe with 


it; for the Noble Lord ſpoke of a tranſaction at which he was 


preſent, and of which he was a party, and he could not have 
meant the term © ſcandalous, &c.” as imputable to a ſuppoſed 
caſe, and added therefore the monoſyllable / to avoid the cen- 
ſure due for words uttered in heat. He faid that he was al- 
ways willing to admit any ſort of explanation of words which 
warmth in debate might have produced. The Noble Lord 
might certainly make an apology, retract the words, or add to 


them; but it muſt conſtitute a clear apology in its nature, not 
an intended inſult under the cover of an . 


The Biſhop of Rocheſter moved, That the Strangers do 


cc yithdraw.” 


After the ſtrangers had withdrawn, a warm debate took 
place, in which Earl Stanhope explained. He ſaid, that the 
Noble and Learned Lord had thought it perhaps the beſt mode 
of juſtifying his conduct to ſtop him in the middle of a ſen- 
tence, ſo as to leave. his meaning incompiete. He would re- 
peat, therefore, what he had faid, and what he meant to ſay: 

t was the moſt ſcandalous and atrocious proceeding that ever 
took place in Parliament, F any ſuch proceeding ever did take 
place in Parliament. His aſſertion was hypothetical. Juſt in 


the ſame way he might have him called to order, and have his 


words taken down, if he had ſaid, The preſent King, 
George III. has no right to the Crown of theſe Realms — 
Theſe words, taken by themſelves, would have incurred the 


Penalties of ſedition; bat if they were part of a ſentence, the 


remainder of which was, © if the Act of Settlement had not 
paſſed,” no man would ſay that the expreſſion was not conſti- 


tutional, correct, and true. 
Vor. III. 1 | Earl 
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Earl Spencer, in conſequence of this explanation, moved to 
adjourn. | 


he had ſaid before, that the rules of the Houſe had been, in his 


opinion, unaccpuntably departed from; and that certainly he 


would not ſuffer any motion of his to drop in its paſſage either 
from himſelf to the Chair, or from the Chair to the Houſe, 
whatever might be its fate in the hands of their Lordſhips, 
when fairly put to them. | 1 4 | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Moxpar, April 7. 


The Catholic Attornies' Bill was reported, and ordered o | 


- 


e engroſſed. 


The Members went into Weſtminſter-Hall, to the Trial of | 


Mr. Haſtings. | 
The Committee on the Norfolk Ifland Judicature Bill went 
through it, and ordered it to be reported. _ | 
The Plate-Glaſs Company's Petition was reported, and a 
Bill ordered. „ | 
The Borrowſtoynneſs, Twopenny Salts, Dimchurch Roads, 
Claiſe and Bennington Incloſure Bills, were reported, and or- 
geen to be engrofled. 
Sir George Shuckburgh's Name and the Fazely Canal Bills, 
were read a third time, and paſſed, ER. Wy 
The ballot for a Committee to try the merits of the Sea- 
ford right of Election, was deferred till May the 8th. 
A Meſſape was received from the Lords, ſtating, that theix 
Lordſhips would proceed further on- the Trial of Warren 
Haſtings, Eſq. on Wedneſday the gth. _ OY 
Mr. Beaufoy brought up the report of the India Budget. 
The Reſolutions were read a firſt time. On the queſtion 
being put for the ſecond reading, 3 | 
Mr. Francis ſaid, that the Right Hon. Gentleman wha 
moved the Reſolutions was not likely to attend the Houſe that 
day. Some points occurred to him which he wiſhed to ſtate 


in the hearing of that Right Hon. Gentleman. As many 
| Gentlemen were abſent on the opening of the Budget, perhaps 


the Right Hon. Gentleman was determined not to be preſent 
while any thing was likely to be ſaid againſt it. Mr. Francis 


ſaid he had not attended the opening of the India Budget, and 


þy the bleſſing of God he never would, But when the Bill 
was brought forward for the relief of this thriving, flouriſhing 


Company, he might have ſome obſervations to make. He 


1 


ſhoulch 


The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, that he would only add to what 
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ſhould only ſay, that; 5 the very favourable 
deſcription given of the affairs of this Company, the reſult of 
the whole of their unparalleled ſucceſs was, that they were to 


| borrow two millions of money. He ſhould ſay no more on 


this buſineſs until the Right Hon. Gentleman ſhould attend. 


The Reſolutions were then read and agreed to, 5 
The Chancellor of the . Exchequer moved, © That the Petition 


« preſented on behalf of the Eaſt India Company on the Sub- 
ject before the Houſe be read? Which being done, he 


moved, “ That Leave be given to bring in a Bill to empowet 
« the Eaſt India rar to continue a Bond Debt of Two 
« Millions, and to increaſe their Capital to a farther Sum, to 


(c he limited as Circumſtances may require.” — Granted. 


The Lottery Bill was preſented and read a firſt time. 


BILL FOR EMPLOYING FRENCHMEN IN THE BRITISH 
SERVICE. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer reminded the Houſe of the 


notice which he had given a day or two fince, that he had a 
motion to bring forward, for leave to bring in a Bill, that his 


Majeſty might be enabled to avail himſelf of an opportunity of 
employing in His ſervice ſubjects of France under certain de- 


 ſcriptions. The advantage of the plan he truſted would ap- 
| pear in the courſe of the campaign. He did not think it pro- 


bable that any oppoſition would be offered to the meaſure in 


the preſent ſtage of it, and therefore, unleſs he found he was 


deceived in that idea, he. ſhould not enter upon any obſerva- 
tion upon the ſubject at that time. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer ſaid, it was obvious to him that many advantages 
might be derived from a force of this ſort, when the nature of 
the preſent war, under the circumſtances of France, the num- 
ber of ſubjects driven from that country, and the number now 


in France who would be ready to avail themſelves of an op- 


portunity, but who had not yet been able to emancipate them- 


| ſelves from the unexampled tyranny of their own Government, 
and the many other circumſtances which might occaſion their 
_ riſing into reſiſtance to their preſent Governors, were taken 


into-conſideration. Upon that ground therefore it was that he 
ſhould move, That Leave be given to bring in a Bill to en- 
© able the Subjects of France to.enliſt as Soldiers in his Ma- 
jeſtys. Service on the Continent of Europe, and other Places, 
and to receive Officers in ſuch Regiments, or Engineers, 
«© under certain Reſtrictions.” Sk 


Mr. Francis ſaid, that this ſubject, on the firſt view of it, 


appeared to be of great importance, and likely to give riſe to' a 


very full diſcuſſion. He wiſhed to know, whether theſe fo- 
| | NTT: reigners 
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reigners were only to be raiſed and paid in a foreign country, 
or to be here? or were they only to be raiſed and kept abroad, 
as the ſervice might call for them? He did not ſpeak poſitively, 
but he underſtood that the Duke of York had men of this ſort 
as Britiſh troops already under. his command. He ſhould be 
glad to receive ſome information, whether this corps was to 
here ? | Peg es | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, the meafure was to 
raiſe a corps of this kind abroad, and to confine their ſervice to 
ſervice abroad; at the ſame time he was ready to ſay, it was 
poſlible they might be brought to ſome place 1n this country, 
as a place of rendezvous, ſomewhere near the coaſt; and they 
ſhould not be brought more than a certain number of miles 
diſtance from the coaſt in this country. The whole of the 
plan however ſhould be laid before Parliament. | 
. Mr. Harriſon obſerved, that there was already in circula- 
tion a hand-bill ſtating, that Frenchmen were now raiſing in 
this country, and inviting the emigrants to enliſt, which he 
conſidered as an indication of an intention to raiſe thoſe troops 
within this country. 5 | ey 
De Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he was entirely unac- 
quainted with ſuch notice. If ſuch hand-bills exiſted, he was 
an utter ſtranger to them. | | 5 
Col. M*Leod alledged, that theſe hand- bills were circulated 
in all quarters, offering levy money of 12 guineas for foreign 
recruits of one ſize, 1 guineas for another ſize, and fix 
guineas for a third. This was done in ſo public a manner, 
that notwithſtanding the miniſter's declaration, it was impgſſible 
for him to be unacquainted with them. Here the Colonel 
being loudly called to order, apologized very readily, but added, 
that if ſuch tranſactions took place without the knowledge of 
the miniſters of the Crown, it was no ſmall proof of very cul- 
pable 7 Ia | 2s 3 
Ar. Harriſon ſaid, it was a very public thing, and that the 
bill he alluded to was ſtuck up againſt the wall of the Admi- 
ralty Office. | | | | 5 
Ar. Vanſttart thought, that the emigrants in this country 
might enliſt under this Bill without impropriety or objection. 
De Chancellor of the Exchequer declared, he did not mean 
that they ſhould be prevented. OL af 
The motion was put and carried. . 
1 VOLUNTEER CORPS, Io 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the Order of the Day, 
for the third reading of the Bill for the encouragement and 
diſcipline of ſuch perſons as ſhall voluntarily enliſt themſelves 
| for 


abroad, or, being raiſed here, they were to be employed 
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for the qa defence of the country: Which being read, 
3 


he moved, That * Bill be now read a third time.“ | 
Mr. Francis deſired that a particular clauſe in the Bill of 
Rights might be read, which being accordingly done, he ſaid, 


that, in contemplating the. queſtion before them, the Houſe 


muſt keep in view two different duties. The firſt, Whether 
the ſervice propoſed was wanting ? and the ſecond, In what 
manner that ſervice ſhould be provided for ? The latter was 
the point which now immediately demanded the attention of 
the Houſe : And if, inſtead of exerciſing their power to pro- 


vide for that ſervice, they delegated it to another, they were, in 


fact, guilty of a violation of the truſt repoſed in them; that is 
to ſay, if, inſtead of providing for the propoſed augmentation 
themſelves, they ſuffered the executive government to inter- 
fere by receivin ſubſcriptions, they betrayed the tru repoſed 
in them, The Bil of Rights ſpecially provided, that no mo- 
ney ſhould be raiſed or levied by the King but by the grant of 
Parliament : The Houſe of Commons alone had that right : It 
was not the only duty of that Houſe, on the queſtion of ſupply, 
to vote or refuſe the ſupply ; but having voted the ſupply, it 
was their duty to determine the manner in which the ſupply 
ſhould be raiſed. By the preſent Bill that part of their duty 
was entirely laid aſide; being delegates themſelves, they had 
no right to delegate it. He therefore would proteſt againſt 
the meaſure. _ A learned Serjeant (Mr. Adair) had promiſed 
to offer a clauſe to be introduced into the body of this Bill, for 
the purpoſe of legalizing theſe benevolences ; he ſhould wait 
to ſee how this could be done ; although, for his part, he had 
much rather not have a Bill that he entirely diſapproved of, 


| bettered in any particular part, becauſe he would not have the 
public diſapprobation of a bad meaſure, lefſened by a partial 
amendment. | 


*- - 


Mr. Serjeant Adair roſe to reply to the comments that A 


made by Mr. Francis, which ſeemed to lead to a clauſe that 


he (Serjeaut Adair) had propoſed to bring into the Bill ; but 

| The Speaker obſerving, that it was not ſtrictly in order to 
ſpeak to a matter not before the Houſe, | 
Mr. Serjeant Adair ſaid, that what had fallen from the Hon. 
Gentleman did not at all apply to the intended clauſe, and fat 


down. 


Earl IWycombe ſaid, that, much as he diſapproved of the mea- 


{ure which had of late been ſo much the ſubject of diſcuſſion, 
he ſhould not have troubled the Houſe with any comment on 
the meaſure. before it, if juſtice to a Noble Relation (Lord 


Lanſdown) did not demand it. That Noble Perſon had, in 


1.782, as, Secretary of State, written a circular letter 55 xn 
derts? | Lords 
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Lords Lieutenants of counties, mayors and magiſtrates of great 


towns, &c. That letter had been commented upon by 


Right Hon. and Learned Gentleman (rhe SANT General) 


in a manner which, highly as he reſpected that Gentleman, 
truth obliged him to declare, was in the greateſt degree unfair 
and uncandid. The Learned Gentleman had compared the 
tranſaction of 1782 with the preſent; though there could not 
be two meaſures more diſſimilar ; and, to ſupport that compa- 
riſon, had brought about ſeven letters out of 140, which had 
been written in anſwer to his Noble Relation's circular letter, 
before the Houſe, made them a comment on it, and thence 
drew inferences which, if the letters had been fairly ſtated to 
the Houſe, could not have been reaſonably deduced from them. 
His Lordſhip entered into a comparative ſtatement of 'the two 
meaſures, in order to ſhew that they were in no point ſimilar. 
The object of the former was to arm the People, that of the 
latter to arm the Crown : 'The former operating as an appeal to 
the ſentiments and approbation of the People; the latter pre- 
cluding them from all ſuch interference. That theſe eſſential 
differences really exiſted between the two meaſures, he ſaid 


would be found by a very ſlight examination into the proviſions 


contained in them. In the plan ſubmitted by his Noble Relation 
to the Country, the officers to the ſeveral corps to be raiſed, 
were to be nominated by the recommendation of the Lord 


Lieutenants of the ſeveral counties, whoſe local knowledge 


enabled them to ſelect the perſons moſt proper for ſuch a 
truſt ; by the preſent Bill, the officers were to be nominated 
by the Crown alone—in the former regulations, officers were 
required to poſſeſs property in the part of the county for which 
they were nominated to command; at preſent no ſuch regula- 
tion was adopted. By the former plan, the times of exerciſing 


the men were fixed for Sundays, holidays, and hours after 


work ; that regulation was, in the preſent meaſure, entirely left 
to the will of the Crown. 'Then, the corps were not liable to be 
called out upon ſervice, but upon the exiſtence of actual dan- 
ger; in the meaſure of the day they were to be ſubjected to 
all the feverities of martial law, upon what might be conſtrued 
into the appearance of danger, or even of riot, But above all, 
and what formed the effential difference between the preſent 
and former meaſures was, that whereas the one went to raiſe 
no ſupplies whatever, becauſe it was ſo calculated as to avoid 
all expence, the preſent was calculated to authoriſe the raiſing 
ſupplies independent of that Houſe, and in violation of its 
prerogatives. It had been contended on a former night, that 
the intention and exiſtence of a plan to raiſe a ſubſcription in 
1782, was demoaſtrable from the anſwers ſtated to have been 
received 
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received to the official letter. Not to remark how much more 
natural it would be to judge of that fact from the letter itſelf, 
than from any anſwers thereto, he could not but conſider it as a 
moſt groſs, partial, and illiberal mode of judging by the tenor 
of ſix or ſeven anſwers out of a hundred and forty-four, which 
had been actually receiyed. For his part, he had had an op- 
portunity of ſeeing many of thoſe anſwers ; and he had no he- 
ſitation in declaring, that, from the tenor of them all, there was 
no ſuch thing as ſubſcription appearing to be underſtood by 
them. In the former debate too, the propriety of ſubſcription 
had been attempted to be juſtified by the precedents of nayal 
armaments, which had at different periods been equipped by 
the exertions of individuals; and he was ready to admit that 
fact, particularly the one which occurred upon occaſion of the 
Spaniſh armada. For his part, he ſaw no great objection to 
thoſe, becauſe in the caſe of naval armaments no great danger 
could ariſe to the liberties of the country from any naval ex- 
ertions, as in the land ſervice, where the very ſhadow of li- 
N be deſtroyed by the extent to which the effort 
mig g,, | | | 

The 7 ARE General replied to his Lordſhip, and ſaid, that 
he would not allow any man to ſtate againſt him a charge of 
want of candour, without at leaſt calling on him to preve it 
by ſomething more than bare aſſertion. After having liſtened 
with great attention, he could not refrain from declaring, that 
the Noble Lord who ſpoke laſt had, in his judgment, com- 
pletely failed in his attempt to ſhew the difference between 
the two caſes. He had not, he hoped, the ſelf-confidence to 
aſſert, that, hecauſe he could not ſee it, there was no poſitive 
diſtinction; but he would aver that he had not heard one ar- 
gument which, to his judgment, went to prove that there was 
2 real difference of principle between the two meaſures : That 
judgment he had a right to exerciſe, and he ſhould in ns eaſe 
fail to do ſo, and give, as was his duty, the reſult of it to the 
Houſe. He ſcouted the idea of the Noble Lord, that it was 
laudable to ſubſcribe for ſhips, and yet not lawful to ſubſcribe 
for men to man them. It was in the trueſt ſenſe of the words 
2 diſtinction without a difference. Mr. Attorney concluded by 
ſhewing, that a variety of ſubſcriptions had actually taken 
place in various parts of England and Scotland, under the cir- 
cular letter of Lord Shelburne in 1782. . 

Lord Wycombe roſe to explain. | 

Mr. Grey roſe to reply. He declared that he remained of 
the ſame opinion he had ſtated upon a former night; that 
to produce 2 or ſix anſwers out of ſuch a number as were 
received, for the purpoſe of criminating the Noble Lord 2 
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had iſſued the circular letter, was unfair and illiberal. He was 
ready to abide the judgment of the Houſe, upon an impartial 


examination of the two plans; the compariſon of which he 


was not afraid of. In the plan of 1782, there was no ſolicit- 
ation whatever on the part of the Crown, nor did the word 


ſubſcription once occur in it. Indeed the whole was a plan 
calculated to avoid expence. By it the ſerjeants and corporals 
were to be paid* - the Crown, who conſequently would be ob- 


liged to apply to that Houſe for the means to pay them; even 
the arms were to be found by Government, and not by the 
people; ſo that the privileges of that Houſe were ſtrictly pre- 
ſerved and attended to throughout the whole of it. The 
Noble Lord had; ſtated his aſſent to naval armaments by the 


ſubje& 3 he for his part ſhov!d object to ſuch practices either 


for land or fea ſervice ; but ſtill there was a manifeſt diſtinc- 
tion between the two caſes, as it was apparent there exiſted 'a 
danger to the public freedom in the one, which could neyer 
apply to the other. He again repeated his opinion of the un- 
candid way of proceeding, in producing a partial difplay of the 
anſwers, and arguing from them as if they ſpoke the ſenſe of 


all that had been received. For his part he ſhould act, as he 


would have a right to do, were he to deal with the Learned 
Gentleman in a court of juſtice ; he would conſider them as 
mere forgeries, and undeſerving of credit or attention, unleſs 
the whole were produced. Some of thoſe anſwers he had 
feen, particularly thoſe from Devonſhire and Exeter, wherein 
the idea of ſubſcription was certainly not to be found He was 
ready to admit the claim of candour made by the Learned Gen- 
tleman; but ſtill he conceived that it would have been more 
firmly eſtabliſhed by practice than profeſſion. ; 

Mr. Rolle ſaid, 745 to his knowledge, there were ſubfcrip- 
tions entered into 1n the counties of Devon and Cornwall in 
17823 and if they were illegal, he would be glad to know why 


they had not been reſiſted, and declared ſo. 


Mr. Ryder combated the arguments that had been advanced 
by the Hon. Gentlemen who wiſhed with the ſame breath to 
ſtigmatize the preſent meaſure, and juſtify that of 1782. He 
faid he heard nothing like argument from them, but mere 
aſſertion, without the colour of fact. It was worthy of remark, 
that theſe Hon. Gentlemen would defend the meafure of 1782, 
on the pretext that it was not money, but arms and accoutre- 
ments, that were then ſubſcribed ; which was ſaying, that it 
was illegal to ſubſcribe if the ſubſcription was in the ſhape of 
a guinea, but legal if in the ſhape of a muſket or a canteen. 
In ſuch miſerable diſtiactions he hoped that the ſafety of the 
conſtitution was not to reſt ; and he truſted that the Houſe 


would 


partic 
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would treat them with the diſregard and indifference that they 
deſerved. 0 2 40 

Mr. Curwen maintained, that there was a clear diſtinction 
between the meaſure under (conſideration and that of 1782. 
He thought the former juſtifiable on conſtitutional grounds; 


x 


on the contrary, the preſent appeared to be a meaſure calcu» 


lated to keep up a ſyſtem of deiufion ny the people, He 
thought alſo, that if there was any danger, the miniſter ſhauld 
ſtate 'it ; if extraordinary meaus were neceſſary, it was the 
duty of thoſe who poſſeſſed large property in the country to 
ſtand forward; and in that caſe he hoped Gentlemen of for- 
tune would facrifice at once all they could ſpare for the benefit 
of the Public. | | | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that, unwilling as he 
was, on any occaſion, to take up the time of the Houſe, and 
univerſal as the affent to the principle of the Bill feemed to 
be, he could not reſiſt the deſire he felt to give his ſentiments 


on two or three points which had been ſubſtituted in the place 


of argument by Gentlemen who oppoſed the principle of ſup- 
plying the exigencies of the State, under certain circumſtances, 
by voluntary contributions: And he could not refrain from 
calling the notice of the Houfe to the way in which the ar- 
gument had that night been managed. From the uſe which 
had been made of the argument reſpecting the letters, he 
faid, one would be induced, primã facie, to ſuppoſe, that the 
whole merits and ſubſtantial principles of the queſtion de- 
pended on the Circular Letter of 1782: But, in order to get 
rid of the unavailing and uſeleſs ſubtleties which were built 
on that, he would wave the force which the preſent meaſure 
derived from the authority of that in 1782, and, for the time, 
ſuppoſe that there had been no ſuch lerter-written, no anſwers 
to it received, no meetings held, no ſubſcriptions entered 
into: Yet, on a general view of the laws and conſtitution of 
the country, as they appeared written in ſtatute books, handed 
down by precedents, and confirmed by the firſt and moſt re- 
ſpectable authorities, legal as well as political, that the page 
of Britiſh hiſtory, or the records of juriſprudence, could boaſt 
of, and on a flir conſtruction of thoſe laws and that conſti- 
tution by principles of reaſon and truth, the meaſure would 
be found to ſtand on the firmeſt grounds, and to reſiſt every 
attack that ſubtlety and ingenuity could poitibly deviſe, or 
temerity venture to make upon it. | | 

With regard to what had been ſaid by a Noble Lord reſpect- 
ing the conſtruction of the Letter in 1782, it had nothing to 
do with the Bill, but was merely an attempt to vindicate a 
particular ſet of men from à charge of inconfiltency; He put 

Vor. III. K it 
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it to the conſideration of the Houſe, whether a great national 
queſtion ought to be ſuſpended, merely for the purpoſe of 
proceeding on the trial of a few Gentlemen for inconſiſtency? 
As to the meaſure of 1782, ſo far from thinking it a ſubject 
of crimination, he thought it a meaſure highly laudable : But 
having thought it right in 1782, he ſhould think it highly cri- 
minal, indeed, to raiſe any objections to a ſimilar meaſure in 
1794, when the country, as reſpecting not only its internal 
ſtate, but its various relations with the reſt of Europe, ſo much 


more loudly demanded the adoption of ſuch a meaſure. And 


here, he ſaid, an explanation of his principal motive for op- 
poſing the production of the letters in anſwer to that of the 
Secretary of State in 1782, came in with peculiar force, and 
would come more completely home to the boſoms of the 
Houſe than at any other time: For producing the papers 
would be a virtual admiſhon, that the merit of the preſent 
caſe hinged and depended on that of 1782, and thoſe letters; an 
idea which he deprecated and was determined to reſiſt in limine; 
he had therefore ſet his face againſt the motion for thoſe pa- 
pers ; at the ſame time he was convinced that he was ſup- 
ported in it by the cordial ſentiments and genuine opinion of 
the Houſe. He muſt, he ſaid, notice one obſervation, however, 
which had fallen from an Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Grey), namely, 
« That as the letters were not all produced in form, he (Mr. 
Grey) would, in imitation of the practice of courts of law, 


deny the authenticity of ſuch as were produced, and ſay that 


they were fabrications and forgeries.” Such terms might 
poſſibiy be uſed by the Hon. Gentleman when he thought 
them uſeful to his argument: For his part, he doubted whe- 
ther they would not be reprobated for their coarſeneſs, even 


in a court oi law; but he begged leave to remind the Hon. 


Gentleman for his inſtruction, that he was then in a Court 
of Parliament, and that his language was, to ſay no worſe of 
it, more adapted to an advocate at law than a Member of Par- 
liament. | 


Gentlemen had laid a good deal of ſtreſs on the contents 


of the various letters which were written in anſwer to that of 
the Earl of Shelburne in the year 1782, and not produced by 
his Learned Friend in the courſe of his ſpeech on this ſub- 
jet the other light. He muſt confeſs that the eagerneſs 
diſplayed for the production of the whole of that corre- 


ſpondence, for the purpoſe of general information, did not 


appear to him to be totally free from ſuſpicion. He had great 
doubt whether theſe Gentlemen were in reality ſo ignorant of 
the contents of theſe letters as they ſeemed to be by their zeal 
for the produCtion of them.—He ſhould be led to ſuppoſe, 

| that 


[ 
5 
i 
: 
t 


r 


* Q 


71 1 we 2 


n 


5 


Arxrt 9.)  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPOnrs. 65 


that if they had accounts of theſe letters of ſuch accuracy as 
to be able to ſtate their number with preciſion, they might 


| by poſſibility have been enabled to read the contents of them. 
h 


ey ſtated the number in all to be 144. That they ſhould: 
have poſſeſſed themſelves with ſuch accuracy, of the number 
of theſe letters, and yet be in total ignorance of their con- 


_ tents, was, under all the circumſtances, what he felt himſelf 


much inclined to doubt. He believed too, that if the ſelec- 
tion of his Learned Friend of thoſe letters was really an un- 
fair one, ſome of theſe Gentlemen would have found means 
to prove it; there was, however, no regular Parliamentary 
ground for the production of them; and that he muſt again 
beg leave to fay was the only reaſon why he objected to it; 
for as the caſe ſtood, there was nothing that made it re- 
gular or even decent that they ſhould be produced. So little 
diſpoſition had he to conceal theſe letters, that he would 
declare. if there was any one advocate on the other ſide, who 


had any real wiſh, as a matter of information, to know the 
contents of all the letters alluded to, either for himſelf or his 


party, there was not one of them he ſhould not have an op- 
portunity of looking at. He ſhould be very glad to go fur- 


ther, and to make the correſpondence complete, for he wiſhed 


to ſhew the replies of the Secretary of State to theſe letters, 
in 1/82, but he was not able to do ſo, for he did not find 
any one of ſuch replies at the office, not one reply now 
remaining in the office. If there were any replies, and theſe' 
Gentlemen knew of them, and would have the candour to 
bring them to him, he ſhould be very glad to make an ex- 
change with them; however, theſe were terms he had no 
right to infiſt on, they were only matter of civility, in which 
Gentlemen were at liberty to follow their own inclination 


he ſhould not retract his offer— the anſwers they ſhould have 


in the way he mentioned; for there was, in reality, no diſpo- 
fition on his part for any concealment in the buſineſs: This 
was the true and preciſe ſtate of the queſtion with regard to 
theſe letters. But, after all, what paſſed in the year 1782 was 
not fully applicable to the diſpute between Gentlemen on 


the other ſide and his friends and himſelf; and after what 


had already been ſaid on the ſubject, it would hardly be ne- 
ceſſary for him to add to what had been advanced by his Learned 
Friends on all the topics. The great point which went di- 
rectly to the principle of the thing, was clear, namely, that 
ſubjects might ſubſcribe to a plan for the aſſiſtance of the ex- 
ecutive government, on the ſanction of Parliament to be af - 
terwards given. This was ſeemingly admitted by the Right 
Hon. Gentleman himſelf (Mr. Fox) in tlie courſe of a debate 
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on this ſubje& on a former night; for, in ſpeaking of, the, 


nature of the plan of 1782, he had admitted that althoug 
there was no regular pay to the corps to be employed in pur- 
ſuance of the recommendation of the Secretary of State 


plan, yet ſgme of them were to be allowed ſomething for loſs: 


of time, although he ſaid he did not know how. It was not 
material how, for this was admitting there was to be an ex- 
pence for ich Parliament had not made any proviſion. It 
was true thet this was but a ſmall object, but then if Gentle» 
men were determined to adhere to a dry, ſtrict, abſtract prin» 
ciple, the initance, however trivial, was inconſiſtent with that 


principle, as much fo as if the whole expence of government 


was involved in it. | 5 pt of TOY 
The diſtinctions of the Noble Lord (Wycombe) all went, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, to ee of exe- 
cuting the meaſure, but not to the true conſtitutional point; 
for while he reprobated the ſubſcribing for an army, he ap- 
proved of raiſing ſubſcriptions for ſhips, gave a number of 
caſes which had been already mentioned in point by his Learned 
Friend (the Attorney General), and had added his contri- 
bution alſo, by ſtating an additional inſtance of the ſubſcrip- 
tion for encountering the Spaniſh Armada; for which laſt in- 
ſtance of his favour he begged the Noble Lord would accept 


his thanks: But while he conceived ſo much to be due to the 


Noble Lord's. politeneſs, he thought it was equally. due to 
truth to ſay, that although the Noble Lord had ſaid, that an 


augmentation of the navy could not hurt or endanger the con- 


ſtitution, an augmentatien of the army might. The Noble 
Lord's diſtinction between ſubſeribing for an navy and for 
an army was downright ſubtlety, mere fallacious caſuiſtry, too 
flimiily and ſl:ghtly covered, to eſcape detection even from the 
weakeſt fight. * For, firſt. (ſaid he,) he ſtates, that all vo- 
luntary contributions are illegal; yet admits that for a navy 
they would be juſtifiable: Here, then, ends the great abſtract 
principle. But then the ſubſcription, not illegal per ſe, is vi- 
tiated hy its being ſor an army; this is directly confounding 
the end with the means; that is to ſay, the end, not the means, 
vitiated the meaſure: For if it was true that a ſubſcription 
could not at ali be taken, nor any money levied but by the 
direct order of Parliament, it could be no more done for one 
branch of the public ſervice than for the other. In the next 
breath the Noble Lord contends, that the caſe in 1794 was 
adverſe to the laws and conſtitution: While that in 1782 is 
perfectly legal, becauſe the. ſame means (voluntary contribu- 
tions) were not purſued, though the end was the ſame, namely, 
to raiſe an army: Aud thus the fimple fact of railing an army 
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in 1794 is to be the deſtruction of tlrat conſtitution, and the 
ruin of the nobleſt fabric which the wiſdom of man has ever 
raiſed; but, in 1782, was ſo laudable, ſo legal, and ſo conſti- 
tutional, as to be held up in contraſt to the miſchiefs now 
threatened. Whatever popular opinions might lead ſome 
perſons to form more ſavourable ideas of one tham of the 
other; the truth indeed was, that there was not-zn.the,hiftory 
of this country to be found a war in which the privilege of 
ſubſcribing to the aſſiſtance of Government againſt the enemy 
bad not ben enjoyed by the people of this country, ant in 
the courſe of — WA hk were not to be found anſwers to all 
the objections that had been ſtaxted to the preſent meaſure.? : 

Having ſtated the, iallacy and abſurdity of this mode of 
reaſoniag, he proceeded to ſhew, that though the Eaxi of Shel- 
burne's Circular Letter was alledged by Gentlemen to have 
excluded all idea of ſubſcription, it as not ſo underſtood 
through the country. The county of Suſſex, which had, by 
public ſubſcription, raiſed and ſupported /a large military force 
in 1779, 1780, and 1781, immediately on receiving that let - 
ter, and thinking it to imply a defire of ſubſcription, ſet on 
foot contributions in conſequenee of it; and actually raiſed 
and grafted on their former eſtabliſhment, no leſs than three 


additional companies. . Here then, he ſaid, was, according to 


the principles maintained by the very Gentlemen at that time 
in power, a manifeſt violation of the conſtitution. Why did 
they not then reſiſt it? Why not make it a ſubject of Parlia- 
mentary inveſtigation? And what, he demanded to know, was 
ſo properly an object of their jealouſy, as an illegal and un- 
conſtitutional act, committed on the footing and authority of 
their own letter? They ſhould have ſtept forward, and ſaved 


their country from the impending ruin. But did they do 


fo ?—No! They knew that the meaſure was legal, conſtitu- 
tional, and ſalutary; though, unfortunately for the credit of 
their politics, their ſentiments changed with their ſituations, 
and they now thought it illegal, unconſtitutional, and miſ- 
chievous!! Bs! 

He next proceeded to ſhew, that, taking them in a legal 
point of view, voluntary contributions were equally juſtifiable; 
and he eſtabliſhed it by a variety of the moſt indubitable au- 


| thorities, In the year 1746, he ſaid, it was called into queſ- 


tion, and decided unequivocally by Lord Hardwicke. On 
that occaſion many great men raiſed regiments at their own 


expence: And he wiſhed to know who that man was that 


would be ſo regardleſs of reputation as to ſays that great men 
might legally, and with ſafety to the conſtitution, ſubſcribe, 
and that 3 or 400 yeomen ſhould not? 

SR, | Gentle- 
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Gentlemen had ſaid, that if contributions were purely ſpon- 
taneous, they were legal; but if made on the ſolicitation of 
Government, not ſo. To the ſpirit and principle of this dif- 


tinction he avowed that he would never aflent : But, taking 


for granted that it was fo, no ſkill or ingenuity could reſcue 
the caſe of 1782 from coming under that anathema; for he 
would maintain that the letter of the Secretary, and the plans 
inctoſed in it, contained in them a ſolicitation which in 1794 
would be called a mandate. | 


He entered into a ſummary animadverſion on all the pre- 


cedents, fince the Revolution down to the year 1778, which 
had been quoted by the Attorney General on a former occa- 
fon; and maintained they were deciſive of the queſtion. 

He reminded the Houſe 
London entered into large ſubſcriptions. The county of 
Hants, by a ſubſcription, of which he had then a lift in his 
poſſeſſion, raiſed 800 men. The miniſters of chat day return- 
ed thanks, in the King's name, to the city for their contribu- 
tions; and he put it to the ſenſe and candour of the Houſe to 
decide, whether the very act of returning thanks was not as 
ſtrong a ſuggeſtion to dds parts to do the ſame, as any ſpecific 
invitation from miniſters could have been ? MES, | 

One of the innumerable inſtances in which contributions 


had been folicited, that in 1778, he ſaid, was the only one 


that met with oppoſition, though, in the whole of that war, 


it was praCtiſed at various periods, and divers places. He had 


for many reaſons great reſpect for the illuſtrious characters 
(Lord Camden, Mr. Burke, and others) who gave their opi- 
nions on that ſubject, againſt the legality of ſubſcriptions; 
but with all the eſteem he had for them, he could not help ob- 
ſerving that no man who had obſerved upon human nature, 
could fail to ſee that in the moſt enlightened minds there 
was a bias, which on certain occaſions, and under certain cir- 
cumſtances, operated upon the judgment, and ſometimes led 


it to miſtake the means for the end; and men, in deciding upon 


rinciple, even were ſubject to this abuſe of the underſtand- 
ing; this, with all the due deference ſor the great characters 
he alluded to, appeared to him to have been the caſe with 
them, in the diſcuſſion of the ſubjeCt, in the year 1778: They 
were then deciding on a queſtion, implicating the American 
war—a war againſt the principle of which they had often 
proteſted, apd therefore they thought they ſupported the prin- 
ciple they fo virtuouſly maintained by deciding againſt the 
meaſure then propoſed, and, without knowing it, confounded 
the means with the end. In this view did it appear to Parlia- 
ment, which determined againſt the opinion of theſe great 


„that in the year 1759, the city of 
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men. But, ſuppoſing the oppoſition had ſucceeded then, it 
would not go to vitiate the preſent meaſure; it being, of all 
other caſes, the leaſt analogous to it; for the ſubſcription 

that day was to be 4 ga to ſuch purpoſes as the King ſhoul 

think proper to direct, whereas that at preſent propoſed was 
to be applied by Parliament to a particular object. Since that 
period, viz. in 1779, 1780, and 1781, many inſtances had oc- 
curred of a ſimilar kind; and he maintained, that it was pre- 

ſumption amounting to proof, that the acquieſcence of the 
Houſe in all thoſe inſtances up to 1782, notwithſtanding the 
agitation of the queſtion in 1778, aroſe from a conviction of 
the legality and uſefulneſs of the meaſure. And to confirm 
the Houſe in the poſitions he had laid down, he ſaid he would 
mention, that the King's Speech in 1782 referred to the ſub- 
ſcriptions, and particularly to an offer of a man of war by a 
reſpectable individual, now a Noble Lord (Lord Lonſdale). 


Immediately after that, there appears on the Records an entry 


of a motion by Alderman Wilkes, to prevent contributions; 
and, notwithſtanding all thoſe circumſtances, the addreſs of 
the Houſe of Commons on that ſpeech paſſed nemine contra- 
dicente—2 pretty clear proof that Parliament at that day did 
not behold with ſo much terror, as was now. expreſſed, the 
idea of ſubſeriptions. Tg 

Gentlemen, he faid, talked loudly of liberty, while they 
ſeemed to be moſt willing to encroach on it when it anſwered 
their own purpoſes, He knew that a portion of individual 
liberty was of neceſſarily ſacrificed for the general good; 
but it muſt be in caſes where the general evil would be greater 
than the individual. In the preſent caſe, the firſt liberty of 
the ſubject, the right of diſpoſing of his own property, was 
attempted to be torn from him; while the general good 
would be promoted by the free exerciſe of that right, and the 
unreſtrained enjoyment of that liberty. He laid it down as a 
maxim in the law and conſtitution of England, that every man 
had a right to apply any part of his property he pleaſed for 
any legal purpoſe, unleſs expreſsly prohibited by ſtatute 3 and 
maintained there was not in the whole of our ſtatute book one 
prohibition with regard to ſubſcriptions in carrying on war. 
The Bill of Rights, he ſaid, had no more application to this 
ſubject, than any other in the ſtatute book; and having ſaid 
this, he diſclaimed all intention of ſpeaking with diſreſpect of 
that great and juſtly revered law; he diſclaimed all idea of 
offering any diſreſpect to any Gentleman who might quote it. 
He thought, however, it had been miſapplied. | 


He 
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He adverted to the ſeveral ſtatutes againſt Benevolences, and 
fhewed, to demonſtration, that they were really ſtatutes __ 
exkactions. The people had been compelled to contribute, 
and Exchequer compulfory proceſs had ifſued againſt them, 
to exact that which was falſely denominated a free-will 
offering. | PT TT PEO Ot 0, 
On the reaſon of the thing, he ſaid, he ſhould be very ſhort, 
What were the grounds of the alarm which Gentlemen had 
expreſſed? They ſaid this plan went to overturn the conſti- 
tution, becauſe it trenched on the as cn of the conſtitu- 
tion, by interfering with the functions of the Houſe of Com- 
mons. The whole of that point appeared to him to depend 
on the mere application of terms. It was known that in this 
country no money could be taken from any individual with- 
out his conſent, but he could only give, it was ſaid, his conſent 
by the collective voice of the people in Parliament: That 
the Houſe of Commons were the guardians of the public purſe, 
and it was neceſſary that the conduct of the executive power 
ſhould recur often, and be ſubject to the reviſion of that 
Houſe. He conceived this to be juſt for internal police, and 
for external defence, both in time of war and peace, and that 
nothing ſhould be carried on without that Houſe knowing it, 
and that they were the means of granting to the King the ne- 
ceffary ſupply. That dominion which the commons exclu- 
fively poſſeſſed over the general wealth of the nation, was a 
wiſe proviſion to render the executive government dependent 
on Parliament, and by that means indirectly reſponſible for the 
juſt diſcharge of their office. Would any man tel! him that 
the ſubſcriptions in queſtion really interfered in an eſſential 
manner with that principle, or that, in point of fact, theſe ſub- 
ſcriptions trenched on that conſtitutional controul, which the 
Houſe of Commons had over the real and ſubſtantial ſupplies to 
be given to the executive power, fo as to endanger the conſti- 
tution itſelf ? The fact was, that, in numberleſs inſtances, that 
abſtract right had been often intrenched upon, and yet it never 
tended to raiſe apprchenſions in any man. It was, indeed, he 
thought, a ſtrange, a ckimerical mode of ſpeaking, to ſay, that 
at the moment when every thing in the circumſtances of 
the times tended to puſh people to oppoſite motives of aCtion, 
they were likely to make the King independent, and that the 
people would conſpire for the deſtruction of themſelves, their 
roperty, and their conſtitution. The navy and army eſta- 
liſnments, he obſerved, were in ordinary four millions of 
money annually; in time of war much more was added; yet 


while Gentlemen argued that the ſubſcriptions muſt be incon- 
E | | | | ſiderable, 
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ſiderable, and inadequate to any material purpoſe, the general 
tenor of their argument led to the ſuppoſition, that the volun- 
tary. contributions poſſible to be raiſed would be ſufficient 
to furniſh, not only the ordinaries, but the extraordinaries 
alſo, immenſe as they were; a ſuppoſition ſo abſurd, that 
it ſhould ſerve to excite pity and laughter rather than any ſe- 
rious conſideration. | EE | 

Caſes which, though extreme, are yet not phyſically impoſe. 
ble, might be brought forward ad infinitum, in order to ex- 
tinguiſh all thoſe principles of action which ariſe from experi- 
ence and probability. Againſt ſuch extreme cafes there was 
no guard dot the great improbability of their ever occurring; 
but what power that even imagination could conceive would 
be ſafe, if that principle of ſuſpicion was carried to the extent 
to which art and ingenuity might ſtrain it? Gentlemen might 
ſind objections on the dry, abſtract, theoretical point, but 
there was no real or probable danger, and this had been found 


by the practice of every war; and when Gentlemen were diſ- 


poſed to inſiſt on the theoretic inconſiſtency of a ſubſcription 
from individuals, and that of having a repreſentative body for 
granting ſupplies, he would refer them to every period of pur 
hiſtory, and then tell them, © My experience is a good argu- 
ment againſt your theory.” Indeed it was not by attending to 
the dry, ſtrict, abſtract principles of a point, that a juſt con- 
cluſion was to be arrived at in political ſubjects. They were 
not to be determined by mathematical accuracy. Wiſdom 
was to be gained in politics not by any one rigid principle, but 
by examining a number of incidents; by looking attentively at 


cauſes, and reflecting on the effects they had produced; by 


comparing a number of events together, and by taking, as it 
were, an average of human affairs. This was the true way to 
become wiſe in politics: Not by adopting that falſe philoſophy 
which ſeeks perfection out of that which is imperfect in its 
nature; which refers all things to theory, nothing to practice; 
which rejects experience, and brings the principles of ſcience 
to things not capable of receiving them; which ſubſtitutes vi- 
ſionary hypotheſes for the ſolid teſt of experiment, and be- 
wilders the human mind in a maze of opinions, when it ſhould 
be employed in directing to action; and which would proceed, 
as it were, per ſaltum, from the indulgences of theoretical 
ſyſtems to the execution of them; but the chaſm is wide, in- 
deed, between the practice and the imaginary point to which 
thoſe alarmiſts would carry things: That pedant politician 
who thinks to make a political machine perfect in all its parts, 
and regular in all its movements, thinks of that which can exiſt 
only in the imagination; the various checks and counter- 
.. Yohuw Ut. L checks, 
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checks, by which he might hope to regulate its motions, and 
correct its aberrations, would ſerve only to clog its movements, 
impede its progreſs, and overload it with difficulties. | 
In ſome reſpects, the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he 
was governed in the preſent meaſure by a principle of another 
kind. He ſaid, that, in contemplating the benefits likely to 
reſult from it, he could not help conſidering what ſerftiments 
it proclaimed, and what effects it would have on the minds 
and opinions of the world; and though it had been argued, 
that it would tend to mark men out, and raiſe invidious diſ- 
tinctions in ſociety, he would ſay, that if it ſerved the purpoſe 
of actual defence on the one hand, or of intimidating and over- 
awing the enemy on the other, and ge. their plans, it was 
not to be rejected becauſe perſons were leſs alive than others 
to the good of the country; and though one Hon. Gentleman 
had ſaid he would not ſubſcribe, and another (Mr. M. A. 
Taylor, we believe) had handſomely ſaid that he would not. give 
a doit] he hoped the number who were not alive to the inter- 
eſts of their country would be found to be but very few. | 
With regard to the point as a meaſure of economy, and 
with a view of ſaving much of the expence of the public ſer- 
vice under the Ways and Means, for raiſing the ſupplies, he 
confeſſed he had no idea of meeting this meaſure on 1 — foot- 
ing; not that he thought it would not go to a conſiderable ex- 
tent, but he regarded it as an act purely voluntary in the peo- 
ple of this country; as an act merely voluntary, having the ſanc- 
tion of Parliament, which mixed the zeal and warmth of indivi- 
dual will with the power of legal authority, and gave an energy 
which no law could do; as an act which intereſted the hearts 
of the inhabitants of the kingdom, and gave new energy and 
freſli vigour to the cauſe in which we were engaged, by ſhew- 
ing that not only the Legiſlature, but that alſo the individuals 
of this country, were warm in the purſuit of the war, as in- 
volving every thing that was held dear to man in a civilized 
flate; and therefore he hoped and truſted it world ſucceed. 
A contrary impreſſion would be mortifying to him; but he had 
no doubt of the zeal, the courage, and the magnanimity of the 
people of England, that they would act as became ſo brave a 
people. It was not to England that the animation of this prac- 
rice would be confined, for it would ſpread over the other 
parts of Europe, and tend to diſpel the deluſion which the pre- 
tent rulers, of France, and their emiſſaries and agents, had 
been artſully exciting in every part of that quarter of the 
globe; it would ſhew them, that the hopes held out, 
that if they invade this country they would find -followers 


and ſupporters in great numbers, was a groſs impoſition 
| , on 
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on the credulity of the French, and a libel on the loyalty of 
the people of England; that the Britiſh people are, with few, 
very few exceptions indeed, as loyal to their Sovereign, and 
as attached to their conſtitution, as they are brave, and deter- 


mined to repel the encroachments of a'perfidious, ſanguinary 


enemy. For what, he demanded, was ſo likely to put an 


end to thoſe menaces and inſults, as to ſee individual exer- 
tion ſuccouring and outrunning the voice and efforts of Par- 
liament ? | 

Having pointed out what appeared to be the impropriety of 
any oppoſition, he concluded with emphatically aſſerting, that 
the meaſure involved in the preſent Bill was agreeable to the 
ſpirit of the conſtitution, and highly expedient under the cir- 
cumſtances of the country. | 

Mr. Francis ſaid a few words in explanation of the manner 
in which he had quoted the Bill of Rights. ; 

Mr. Fox hoped the Houſe would excuſe him if he took up a 
few minutes of their time; he thought ſome objections would 
lie both to the principle and the policy laid down by the Right 
Hon. Gentleman. He faid, he could not conceive why the 
Right Hon. Gentleman ſhould have thought it neceſſary to go 
ſo much into the buſineſs on the third reading of the Bill, 
having ſaid ſo little upon it before, unleſs it was becauſe he 


| ſaw that the meaſure was not adopted, in various parts of the 


country, with ſuch eagerneſs as he expected. If the Right 
Hon. Cetera ſpeech was meant as a puff for the ſubſcrip- 
tions, it was well adapted to its end; if it was meant as an 
argument to perſuade a Houſe of Parliament that ſuch ſub- 
ſcriptions were conſtitutional and legal, nothing could be more 
impotent and inconcluſive. The Right Hon. Gentleman 
ſaid, it was right to afford men an opportunity of ſnewing their 


opinions, and to convince the enemy that the war was not a 


war undertaken and proſecuted by the Engliſh government, 
but by the Engliſh people. This, which the Right Hon. 
Gentleman ſtated as an advantage, was one of the moſt mate- 
rial objections to the meaſure. Under ſuch circumſtances as 
the country was now ſaid to be, a ſtateſman, far from ſeek- 
ing opportunities of exaſperating oppoſite opinions, by forcing 
them into collifion, ſhould dee to ſoften and to conci- 
liate. No man, after being told that the ſubſcriptions were 
N as the teſt of his opinion, could be imagined to feel 
ſub ribing, or not ſubſcribing, as a matter of indifference. 
He muſt know that, if he did not ſubſcribe, he was to be held, 
in the eſtimation of at leaſt a very powerful part of his fellow- 
citizens, as entertaining opinions of the moſt ſhocking ten- 
dency, From a voluntary fubſcription, it had been faid, there 
e | "WY could 
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could be no ground for apprehenſion, becauſe, if the people 


ſuſpected that it might be employed againſt their liberties, 


they would not ſubſcribe; and if they did ſubſcribe, the de- 
luded people of France muſt ſee the falſehood of what their 
rulers were daily telling them, that the Engliſh government, 
not the Engliſh nation, were their enemies. He was ſorry to 
ſee, that, for a conſiderable time paſt, not the Engliſh govern- 
ment, but the Engliſh nation, had been held out as the object 
of abhorrence to the people of France. Suppoſing the caſe to 
be otherwiſe, the rebels of France would ſay to the people, 
© Mark the number of the ſubſcribers in England; they are 


the only perſons who are averſe to our principles; all the reſt 


of the Engliſh are obviouſly our friends.” All this aroſe from 
the miſchievous diſtinction attempted to be made between the 
rich and the poor; claſſes of men who were taught to believe 


that they had ſeparate and even oppoſite intereſts in ſociety, 


while their true intereſts were one and the ſame. What was 
the common language of the French ? That the rich only were 


their enemies, and all the poor their friends. Would not 


the ſubſcriptions inflame this language, and enable them to ſay, 
The rich only, and perſons connected with Government, 
will contribute to the defence of the country; the reſt of the 


people are ready to receive us with open arms.” Nay more, 
the meaſure would not even mark the diſtinction which mi- 


niſters pretended to expect from it. Many perſons, as zealous 
for the war as miniſters themſelves, might object to a ſubſcrip- 
tion, on the recommendation of the Crown, as unconſtitu- 
tional; many who, with him, thought the war unneceſſary 
and impolitic, would do ſo too; and yet miniſters knew that 


both theſe deſcriptions of men would be as ready to oppoſe a 
foreign invaſion as they would themſelves. In 19778; when 


voluntary fubicriptions were oppoſed, were not France and 
Spain on the point of declaring war? Was any man ſuppoſed 
to oppoſe them becauſe he wiſhed the country to be invaded 
by France ? What Engliſhman did not as much abhor an inva- 


fon of his country by Louis XVI. great as the moderation and 


the virtues of that Monarch were, as by Robeſpierre and 
Danton ? Were Marcus Aurelius to revive from the dead, 
who would not ſubſcribe, if neceſſary, to oppoſe an invaſion 
by his arms? The queſtion was not, who was the invader ; the 
reſiſtance was made to an invaſion by a foreign foe. | 


The Right Hon. Gentleman had enlarged on the impoſlibi- 


lity of arriving at perfection; a poſition of which molt of his 
hearers were probably convinced before. The exertions of hu- 
man creatures were not to attain perfection, but to come as 
near it as they could. How did this apply? Thoſe who 


thought 
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thought with him, contended only, that calling for voluntary 
ſubſcriptions was a prerogative which the Crown did not poſ- 
ſeſs; while thoſe who took the other ſide ſaid, the King muſt 
poſſeſs the prerogative, becauſe. human inititutions could not 
in the nature of things be perfect. In what reſpect would 
denying this prerogative clog the wheels of Government ? 
Could any inſtance be pointed out, in which the country would 
ſuffer if ſuch. a prerogative did not exiſt? It was ſaid on the 
other hand, a prerogative that can do no good can do no harm. 
The prerogative in queſtion might be efficient for miſchiet to 


the country, but never could produce advantage. While no 


danger was apprehended to the conſtitution at home, mens 
confidence in Parliament, for providing adequately for the de- 
fence of the country againſt danger from abroad, would make 
them think it unneceſſary to be eager in coming forward with 
individual ſubſcriptions; but for purpoſes of miſchief, tendi 

to ſubvert the conſtitution; in which many might be intereſted, 
and for which Parliament would not provide, individual ſubs 


ſcriptions might be large and dangerous. 


Mr. Fox ſaid, he diſdained the defence ſet up by the Right 
Hon. Gentleman for the proceeding in 1782. Rather than 
defend it on ſuch grounds, he would frankly own that it was 
inconſiſtent with the opinion he had held in 1778. In the 
letter of the Secretary of State on that occaſion, he ſaw no- 
thing. analogous to the requeſt for private ſubſcriptions. It 
did not even contain an alluſion to any ſubſequent application 
to Parliament; a clear proof that it was not meant to convey 
any requeſt for raiſing money. If he had been capable of err- 
ing on that occaſion, the other Members of the Cabinet, and 
the Marquis of Rockingham, who was at the head of it, a 
man whom, both on account of his public character and his 


private worth, he could never mention but with reverence and 


affection, would not have ſuffered it. The meaſure now 
adopted was inconſiſtent with that of 1782, as was the meaſure 
of 1778; and thoſe who had oppoſed the ſubſcription of 1778, 
and ſupported the preſent, were the perſons to whom the charge 
of inconſiſtency applied. His having ſuffered the Addreſs of 
December 1782, in anſwer to a Speech from the Throne, al- 
luding to ſubſcriptions entered into after he was out of admi- 
niſtration, to paſs nem. con. was no reaſon for ſaying that he 
77 of thoſe ſubſcriptions. A Right Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Burke), in terms the moſt eloquent and ſplendid, ob- 


ʒjected to almoſt every part of that ſpeech, and yet ſuffered the 


addreſs to paſs without moving an amendment. The anſwers 
to the letter from the Secretary of State of 1782 he had no 
means of ſeeing, although they were conſtantly made the 

| | ground 
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ground of argument againſt him. It was of little conſequence 2 


to be told, that they were not referred to as proofs of incon- 
Gitency ; for unleſs he could ſay, with ſome other Gentlemen, 


that he thought one way at that time, and another way at pre- 
ſent, the arguments built upon them could prove nothing but in- 
cConſiſtency. The Right Hon. Gentleman who had refuſed to 


produce them for the information of the Houſe, had that day 
offered to ſhew as many of them as he could. He regretted that 
the offer was made juſt at the time when all diſcuſſion upon 
them was likely to be at an end. He ſhould have thought that 
the Right Hon. Gentleman who warned an officer (Sir James 
Murray) not to give any information to the Houſe, unleſs 
called for by a vote, would have warned his Learned Friend 
(the Attorney General) againſt producing as matter of argu- 
ment, papers which he could not ſuffer 'to be laid before the 
Hon as matter of information. 
The attempts made on this occaſion to prove him incon- 
ſiſtent, Mr. Fox declared, were highly flattering : For what 
could be more flattering than to reſt the defence of a meaſure 
almoſt entirely on ſome opinion that he was ſuppoſed to have 
entertained twelve years ago? In 1782 the whole meaſure pro- 
ceeded upon a principle in which he and the Noble Lord 
(Shelburne), then Secretary of State, agreed, however they 
might differ on other points, viz. that the people had a right 
to arm in their own defence, without the orders of Govern- 
ment. On that occaſion no man was called upon for money; 
the expence, whatever it might be, either in reſpect to arms 
or time, was to be paid by Government. On the preſent, 
money was the only thing aſked for. He undertook not to 
maintain the legality of giving ſhips to the Crown by ſubſcrip- 
tion, although of that, as a Noble Lord (Wycombe) had truly 


faid, the danger was ſmall, becauſe ſhips could not be manned 


without money. In the preſent inſtance, an army was to be 
levied by the King with money given without the conſent of 
Parliament. If the meaſure of 1782 was fimilar to this, it 
was ſtrange that thoſe who diſapproved of the ſubſcriptions in 
1778 ſhould not have told him of it at the time. If it were 
true, as contended for, that the King had the prerogative of 
landing foreign troops, he might get money to pay thoſe 
troops by voluntary contributions. The fund would probably 
laſt for a very ſhort time; but when the troops were landed, 
and fo paid for any given time, he ſhould be glad to know how 
long the ſubſcriptions would be voluntary? Men who refuſed 
to ſubſcribe would then be marked in a very different way from 
that in hich it was at preſent ſuppoſed they would be marked. 
That ſuch power could not exiſt in a free conſtitution, it — 
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eaſy to maintain in defiance of all the precedents that could be 


quoted. 


Mr. Fox examined the ſeveral precedents; arguing to ſhew 


that they did not apply; and obſerving, that thoſe who thought 


the degree to which a principle was carried in politics to be 


every thing, ought to ſee the neceſſity of watching and reſiſt- 


ing the very firſt degree from the manner in which things in- 


conſiderable in themſelves were drawn into precedent. An 


invaſion by the French, as he had before ſaid, was equal in all 
poſlible caſes. It was a thing which every man muſt reſiſt, not 
only with his property but his life; and what greater peril 
could be ſtated ? No man could at this time be ſaid to refuſe 
ſubſcriptions upon the ſame grounds as certain perſons were 
ſuppoſed to have done in 1745. Then it might be poilible, 
although he did not know it to be fo, that ſome individuals 
might feel themſelves in ſuch a fi:uation, as to think they 
could be bettered by reftoring the Houſe of Stuart to the 
Throne. Was there a man in that Houle who could be bet- 
tered by a ſucceſsful invaſion of the French? Who, under ſuch 
a calamity, could even hope to be ſafe? Thoſe who were moſt 
apt to throw out the inſinuation, did not themſelves believe 
it, becauſe they knew it to be impoſſible. The Right Hon. 
Gentleman ſaid the ſubſcriptions were defirable, inaſmuch as 
they would draw forth mens opinions. Would he ſay, as a 


man of honour, that he believed any perſon who refuſed to 


ſubſcribe had a French ticket of civiſm in his pocket, or held a 
French invaſion in leſs abhorrence than he did himſelf ? Here 
then was a new objeCtion, viz. that people might feel them- 
ſelves forced to ſubſcribe under a menace of the ſevereſt kind, 
namely, a menace to their reputation as good citizens. Under 
all theſe objections, and finding it not relied upon as a mea- 
ſure of finance, for the Right Hon. Gentleman had owned 
be he expected little from it, he muſt perſiſt in his op- 
poution. . | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he had only argued that 
the Right Hon. Gentleman moved no amendment in the ad- 
dreſs of December 1782, and therefore muſt be underitood, 
as not having difapproved of the ſubſcriptions alluded to in 
the ſpeech. In proof of this, he read an extract from the 
Journals. He had not recommended the preſent meature as 
tending to mark men, but as tending to give vent to the ge- 
neral voluntary diſpoſition of the country. He had made no 
diſtinction between the rich and the poor. He had looked at 
large to the ſubſcriptions of the one, and the perſonal ſervice 
of the other, | r 
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Mr. Fox ſaid, the extracts from the Journals proved only 


that there had been ſome debate upon the occaſion, and that 


he himſelf, in particular, although he moved no amendment, 


had ſtated the ſame opinion which he maintained at preſent. 

The Solicitor General ſaid, the oppoſition to the meaſure 
ſeemed to him intended only to alarm people, as if there 
were ſome intention of ſubverting the conſtitution. The doc- 


trine that the people had a right to arm themſelves without 


the authority of Government was the moſt dangerous he had 
ever heard. He entered at large into a defence of voluntary 
ſubſcriptions, which, he ſaid, were juſtiſied both by law and an- 
cient practice. No ſubſcription was illegal, unleſs for an ille- 
gal purpoſe. If a great majority of the country wiſhed to 


change the conſtitution, a reſolution of Parliament would be 


no obſtacle. The ſuppoſition of foreign troops being paid by 
voluntary ſubſcriptions, was as impoſſible as the ſuppoſition 
that any Member of that Houſe could wiſh ſucceſs to a French 
invaſion. ; 5 

Mr. M. A. Taylor roſe, when the Houſe expreſſing an anxi- 
ety to adjourn, Mr. Taylor ſaid, he could aſſure the Houſe, that 
it was not his intention to detain them long, and therefore he 
hoped for a patient hearing. He was ſtrenuouſly againſt all ſub- 
ſcriptions and levies of money from the ſubjects, as gifts to the 
Crown, without the ſanction of Parliament; and the more ſo, 
as the ſums ſo raiſed mult be at the diſpoſal of Government, and 


applied to any manner, and for any purpoſe, that the mi- 


niſters of the Crown might be inclined to apply them. He no- 
ticed what had been ſaid by a Right Honourable Gentle- 
man about thoſe who had the efficient means, and did not 
ſubſcribe, as being what he called marked men. He, for one, 
was noways afraid of any threat of that ſort z and in what- 
ever ſenſe he was to be reckoned a marked man, he would 
always do what he conſidered to be his duty, both in and out 
of that Houſe. On the preſent occaſion he would not heſi- 
tate to ſay, that he not only would not ſubſcribe himſelf, .but 
he would adviſe his conſtituents, and all others with whom he 
had any influence, not to ſubſcribe, becauſe, by ſo doing, he 
knew he was aCting up to his duty, When the Right Honour- 
able Gentleman had ſaid ſo much about efficient means, every 
one muſt have reaſon to think that he would come forward 
(and he had not ſo bad an opinion of that Right Honourable 
Gentleman as to doubt it) with ſubſcribing the emoluments 
he derived from the Cinque Ports, and his other domains in 
the County of Kent. With regard to what had happened in 
1782, however it might be thought to apply to ſome Gentle- 


men, it certainly could not to thoſe who were not in the Houſe 
1 | at 
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at the time. He adverted to ſome inſinuations that were 
thrown out reſpecting his legal knowledge and abilities; there 
had been times, he ſaid, when the ſame Right Honourable. 
Gentleman had choſen to conſult him, and when his opinions 
were found, on the reſult, not only to be ſtrictly legal, but 
ſuch. as he was obliged to come into. He dwelt particularly - 
on the Weſtminſter ſcrutiny, After which he took ſome. 
notice of a Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr, Windham's) 
conduct and arguments at a county meeting held at Norwich, 
which went directly againſt the legality, as well as the expe- 
diency and policy, of the meaſure. | | 1 = 

The Speaker then put the queſtion, „That this Bill be read 
a third time,” which paſſed; after which, 

Mr. Serjeant Adair ſaid, he roſe to propoſe an amendment 
ſtated in a clauſe which he held in his hand, and which he 
meant to move by way of rider. He flattered himſelf, he 
could give his reaſons for the motion he intended to make, 
without being liable to any accuſation of -its tending to renew 
a debate upon a queſtion which had already been fully diſ- 
cuſſed before the Houſe, and decided upon on a former night. 
The legality or illegality of the meaſure, was not a queſtion 
chat he meant to ſtart : The legality had been denied in ge- 
neral by ſome in the former diſcuſhon, and by others agreed 

to, and ſupported in qualified terms: Jo go into the diſtinc- 
tions which had ariſen from their different arguments, was 
by no means his intention, and therefore he would ſay no more 
on that head. He obſerved, that in all cafes where money 
was to be levied from the ſubjects, for the uſe, or at the diſ- 
poſal, of the Crown, that Houſe had ever been extremely 
jealous, and, as experience had ſhewn, very properly ſo: Oa 
the other ſide of the Houſe that night this had been granted: 
But thoſe Gentlemen ſaid, though we allow the Commons to 
be the guardians of the people, and the holders of the public 
purſe, and that it is their duty to oppoſe every compulſory 
mode of getting money from the people, yet they have no 
power to prevent the people from giving voluntarily whatever 
they pleaſed to Government, and to be applied to whatever 
purpoſe the Crown might think proper. This was a ſort of 
argument that he could not liſten to with patience, or paſs 
over in ſilence: It was ſo inconſiſtent with every thing that he 
conſidered to be legal and conſtitutional, that he ſaw it in the 
moſt miſchievous. and dangerous point of view. Who, he 
would alk, had a right to grant, by any gift, benevolence, or 
any other name whatever, an aid in money to the Crown 
without che ſanction of Parliament? No man, or ſet of men, 
of any ſeription, could do it conſtitutionally and legally. 
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Tf the Houſe of Lords were to vote a ſum of money to the 1 

beet would that Houſe ſubmit to it? Certainly not, And 8 

when this jealouſy was ſo well kept up in all caſes where * 

money was to come from the ſubjeAs to the Crown, between th 

that Houſe and another branch of the a iſlature, in what * 

manner could it be legal or proper to rai money from the by 

people otherwiſe than with the ſanction of Parliament ? 1 

The doctrines that had been held, and diſtinct ions made, 3 

4 - between compulſory and voluntary ſubſcriptions, however in- bn 

| geniouſly they might be put, with im carried no weight what - di 
i ever, nor ought they to guide the Houſe on ſo important a 4 
"i _ queſtion, If county meetings, and appealing to the people 4 
3 at large or rather commanding them to fubſcribe, or be yoo 
7 marked men, was a conſtitutional meaſure, he confeſſed him- 5 
2 ſelf particularly ignorant of every thing that was legal or con- 1 
. ſtitutional; and even if the legality could poſſibly be defended, 10 
1 he never would think that this was à proper thne to call upon 1 
4 : the people in ſuch a manner as had been done. He contended x 
1 | that all ſubſeriptions from individuals, or ſocieties, 7 what- * 
5 ever name or deſcription they were known, for public pur- 1 
A poſes, and at the diſpoſal of Government, were illegal; ut, _ 
iy in the preſent inſtance, without going into the legality or il- 0 
9 tegality of the meaſure, he conſidered the principles upon Fa 
1 which it was attempted to be ſupported tobe perfectly new, and ae 
. dangerous in the extreme, both in theory and practice, if adopted. bates 
. He agreed that effectual prerogative veſted in the executive * 
} power, makes a ſtrong government; but the prerogative of the 1 
"| Crown being perfectly known and defined in the conftitution 
F of this country, it was the buſineſs of that Houſe to watch eith 
4 equally an improper extenſion of it on the one hand, or anꝝ at- 4 
+4 tempt to infringe it on the other. He argued from the Bi of 3 
i, Rights, the illegality of keeping and maintaining any force in of tt 
1 this country without the ſanction of Parliament, which 5 aa. 
k plied to this caſe, becauſe no money could, by any means, wh 
i taken from the people legally for that purpoſe, except with the _ 
; ; fanction of that Houſe, in which the meaſure muſt originate : 1500 
He therefore conſidered this as an attempt to eſtabliſh a ſort of W. 
7 precedent, which that Houſe never could approve or willingly 8 
agree to. But, with regard to the ſanction of Parliament, he r. 
. muſt obſerve, that even that ſanction could not make any P ; : 
iy _ meaſure legal which was by expreſs law illegal in its nature. ” 5 
1 N No ſanction of Parliament, therefore, could warrant taking 1 
4 money from the ſubject to be appropriated by the Crown to & of 
unconſtitutional purpoſes. If Parliament were to its moles 
ſanction to ſubſcriptions like the preſent, he thought it abſo- in 

lutely neceffary that a proper account ſhould be given of the . 


manner 


* 
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manner and preciſe objects in and to which it was applied. The 
country ſhould know what particular purpoſes their ſubſcrip- 
tions were put to; and if theſe purpoſes were anſwered, what 


became of any ſurplus that might remain; and not be left in 


the dark, without knowing how their money was diſpoſed 
of, nor to what end it was applied. For theſe, and a variety of 
dther reaſons, which the Learned Serjeant ſtated and put in the 
ſtrongeſt light, he contended that his motion was inconteſtably 
ocean on every view of the ſubject, and concluded by mor- 
ing an additional clauſe, the purport of which was, That in- 
dividuals having entered into ſubſcriptions to raiſe money as an 
aid to Government, the ſame ſhould be paid into the Receiver 
of the Land Tax in each county, and receipts granted by him 
for the reſpeCtive ſums received; that thoſe ſums ſhould be paid 
in to the Receiver-Generalof his Majeſty's Exchequer, and ſimi- 

lar receipts given by him; the whole to be applied only to ſuch 

purpoſes as were intended by the ſubſcribers, under the autho- 

rity of, and particularly ſpeciſied in this Bill. And if any ſurplus 

remained in the hands of the Receiver-Generalof the Exchequer, 


to be mA Oy as Parliament might think proper to direct.“ 


offer of the Rolls objected to the bringing up of the 
ly improper and unneceſſary. declared his 
opinion to be decidedly in favour of the legality of the mea» 
ſure, and conſidered the ſubſcriptions as exactly ſimilar to 
bounties offered to ſeamen, or for-raifing men to particular 
corps, which never had been deemed illegal. The conduct 
of the city of London, on many occaſions, had been the ſame 
as that of the counties, and never was challenged. He ſaw no 
neceſſity or propriety in the Exchequer having any thing to do 
either with the receipt or iſſuing of the monies raiſed. 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that he ſeconded the motion, although 


it was with reluctance that he gave his conſent to any motion 
of the kind. He remained convinced of the illegality of the 


meaſure altogether, and of its being an unfit mode for the 
government of the country to reſort to for ſupply ; but if it 
was forced upon him, he would prefer undoubtedly that it 
ſhould receive. the ſanction of Parliament in the way that the 
clauſe of the Learned Serjeant propoſed to do it, than that it 
ſhould ſtand as a matter of undiſputed right. He would not 


50 again into the queſtion, which had been diſeuſſed at ſo much 


length; but he muſt take notice of one argument that had been 


uſed, and which, in his mind, was weak and childiſh to a de- 
pres of imbecility; it was, that theſe beneyolences were not to 

objected to on account of their ſmallneſs, and that the argu- 
ments eould not apply to them as unconſtitutional or dangerous 
in the degree to which they could be carried. Nothing was ſo 
Wl be 4 - certain, 
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certain, as that principles of this important kind muſt be ſacred, 


and that they could admit of no degrees. If they once ad- 
mitted the right of the Crown to apply for revenue to the 


people, otherwiſe than through the channel of that Hbuſe for 


money, the very firſt and moſt importrant bond tor the main» 


tenance of their privileges was cancelled. The Houſe knew 
well how jcalous they were of the Lords* interference in a 
money bill; they would not ſuffer them to alter an 1ota in a 
Bill which laid even a ſine of two=-pence on the ſubject 3 and 
yet they were to ſuffer this to paſs without check, which thus 
might grow into a moſt miſchievous practice, and become in- 
finitely too great for their future controul. e 

Myr. Windham ſaid, he underſtood thut alluſion had been 
made to him in his abience, on account of ſome ſuppoſed in- 


conſiſtency which had been diſcovered in his conduct at pre- 
ſent, and in the year 1778. It could not be on account of his 


ſupporting the preſent, and oppoſing the then war, for it was 
not denied but that a man might, with perfect conſiſtency, ap- 
prove of one war, and diſapprove of another. It muſt E 
ſome inconſiſtency in his language. When this was ſtated the 
other night, he was unable to ſay with accuracy what had been 
his language at the meeting in Norfolk in 1778, but he hoped 
he had ſaid no more than that doubts exiſted about the legality 
of private ſubſcriptions; and that perhaps, in the heat of 
debate, he would not anſwer how far an eager deſire to _ 


his immediate purpoſe might have hurried him, in the aſ- 


ſertions that he made uſe of. At preſent it went further than 
hope; for, by the document which the induſtry of Honourable 
Gentlemen had diſcovered, it appeared that nothing could be 
more ſubordinate in his confidcration at the time, than the 
argument of the illegality of ſuch ſubſcription. Ir was brought 


in as a ſecondary idea only, the main argument being the ge- 


neral diſapprobation of the war, which it was the object of the 
ſubſcription to ſupport. There had been objections made too 
to the defcription of regiments which were to be employed, 
as coming from a part of the-country which was not cordially 
approved of. But he would not ſay, that, in the eagerneſs of the 
debate, he had not perhaps made uſe of expreſſions with, in- 
conſiderate warmth; if he had done ſo, he did not find them 
even in the document which had been put into his hands, and 

which he had, be owned, but lightly peruſed. 2 ea 
Mr. Windham replied to Mr. Sheridan's argument about the 
ſacredneſs of principles. It certainly was not weak and im- 
becil to ſay, that a-principle might be true of the whole, 
which was not ſo of the degree; on the contrary, it would be 
a propoſition founded on the greateſt fallacy, to ſay, that a 
| 1 5 principle, 
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rinciple, the character of which, diſtinct and entire, might 
dangerous, was alſq dangerous in its degrees. There were 
few queſtions either in politics or philoſophy, of which this 
would hold good; but, on the contrary, he could ſhew, by a 
thouſand illuſtrations, the converſe of the propoſition. Speak- 
ing of a_nuiſance, for inſtance ; a man might build a wall ſo 
high as to intercept the light of a window; but building the 
wall only four feet high, not reaching the window, could not 


be called a nuiſance in degree. A water riſing two feet, might 


overflow the adjacent country ; but the riling of the ſame 
water fix inches would do no injury, and could not be called a 
proportionate part of the nuiſance. 50, in like manner, of 
theſe ſubſcriptions, it might be reaſonably arguzd, that they 
were not unconſtitutional on account of their [mallneſs, but 
that, if carried to a great height, they might be ſo. This was 
the Honourable Gentleman's argument on a former night. 
The revenues of the Electorate of Hanover were not conſidered 
as dangerous, but thoſe of the kingdom of France would have 
73 ſo: The one was ſuffered only on account of its degree: 
n truth, almoſt every thing depended on its minuter diſtinc- 
tions. A man might go through the Ten Commandments, 
and ſay, Thou alt not ſteal; Thou ſhalt not commit 
murder; and contend that there could be no argument about 
degrees, but that theft was theft, and murder murder; and yet 
the ſagacity of the courts of la was almoſt wholly converſant 
about the degrees of theſe crimes : Large difcretion was given in 
all deciſions; and it was conſtantly an argument for ſtateſmen, 
philoſophers, and lawyers, how much ſhould be eſtabliſhed by 
rule, and how much be left to diſcretion. This was what he 
recommended here : 'The Houſe would do what they always 
had done. They would not chuſe to interfere, till they faw 
reaſon from the magnitude of the thing. But why did the 
Houſe, from jealouſy, prevent the other Houſe of Parliament 
even from interfering, in a money bill, to the amount of a 
two-penny fine? Why? but becauſe they had always done it; 
it was their practice. It would be as much an innovation, 
not to prevent their interference, as it would be an innovation 
here to interfere. It was the practice to prevent their inter- 
ſering, from the dread, that they would creep on little by little, 
and that their interference would grow into ufage. But no 
ſuch dread had been taken at ſubſcriptions; and the whole 
courſe of Parliamentary practice for one hundred years was 
in favour of their paſſing it over, and the conſtitution had not 
ſuffered, and was in no danger of ſuffering. „ 
Mr. Sheridan, in explanation, ſaid, that there were funda- 


mental] principles of government and conſtitution, which 
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could not be entrenched upon in any degree, and fuch as their 


anceſtors had been careful ſhould. not be violated. Printipiis | 
_ ebfta was the doctrine which in juſt jealouſy they had acted 


upon, but which the Right Hon. Gentleman, in his deliberate 
reply to a former ſpeech, was deſirous to demoliſh. 
Mr. William Smith ſaid, the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. 


Windham) would find in the record of his fpeech in 1778, 


that he had called private ſubſeriptions for Government un- 
conſtitutional. How he could fay that a meafure was uncon- 
ſtitutional in 1778 which was conftitutional in 1794, he left 


to the Right Hon. Gentleman's ideas of conſiſtency to deter- 


mine | | 125 
Mr. Drake begged to ſay a few words in what he conſi- 
dered as a minor debate. He wiſhed to explain why he ſhould 


appear in new company. He was for the clauſe, becauſe it 


did not tend to throw the ſlighteſt imputation upon his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters, who had received every ſupport in this moſt 
Juft and neceſſary war; a war declared juſt, not only by their 
country, but by the ſiſter kingdom, which had truly ſhewn it 
ſelf a fiſter kingdom, by approving of the war unanimouſly. 
But he chiefly approved of the clauſe, becauſe ir would remove 


all doubts from mens minds; would clear the ground for all 


men to come forward, and would “ delightfully comprehend 
all the arguments, and all the ideas, and all the wiſhes of 
the people on the ſubjeAt.” 9 

he Chancellor of the Exchequer roſe, ſolely to direct a few. 
words to the Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke laſt. He objeQed 
to the clauſe, not merely becauſe it tended to throw doubt on 
the legality of the thing itſelf, but tended alſo to embarraſs and 
encumber the meaſure, He had faid that a contribution purely 
voluntary, to be applied to ſervices within the country, where 
the application of it was to be under their own eye, was per- 
fectly legal, and would call forth all the zeal of the country. 
What did this clauſe rd xp ? To take it from themſelves, 
and to put it into the hands of the Crown, to be at the diſpoſal 
of Parliament. As the clauſe ſtood now, the application was 
to be confined to the purpoſe of the volunteer corps only ; 
whereas, as it firſt ſtood, 1t might be beneficially applied to 
other purpoſes ; ſuch as the payment of the militia, and the 
new corps of fencibles: So that, independent of his funda- 
mental objection to the clauſe, he conſidered it as inconve- 


nient, embarraſſing, and*alculated to retard the object. 


Mr. Grey began with declaring, that he was under ſome 
difficulty in reſpect to his vote. He diſapproved of the mea- 
ſure in foto; but as he ſaw that it was to be perſiſted in, he 
thought it prudent to give to the meaſure a Parliamentary 

1 5 | ſanction; 
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ſanction; he would therefore adopt the clauſe of the Learned 
Serjeant, as the leaſt objectionable of the two means of doing 
fo. The Righr Hon. Gentleman talked of extending the 
meaſure of the ſubſcription to other objects. Every day they 
were plunging deeper into myſtery, innovation, and violence. 
Where was all this to end? An Hon. Gentleman had alluded 
to walls and rivers, in order to make nice diſtinctions about 
the degrees of meaſares, and to ſay where alarm ought to be 
taken, and where not. That Gentleman would have found 
the truer way to preſerve the high character which he once 
poſſeſſed in the country, had he thought proper to maintain 
confiſtency in his language and actions. In defending a fort- 
reſs which :was attacked, ſhould he not act the moment when 
the enemy broke ground, or muſt he upon his principle ſtay till 
the works were complete? Principiis ob/ta was the true leſſon 
of wiſdom which they had learnt from their anceftors. It was 
nt enough for him to be told of former neglects of that 
Houſe, Precedents did not juſtify negligence; nor did uſurp- 
ations eſtabliſh right. It ſo happened, however, that there 
was not a ſingle precedent to juſtify the proceeding. It was 
with conſiderable pain that he heard a Right Hon. Gentle- 
man, like Mr. Windham, treat his opinions fo lightly, as to 
ſay, that he had, perhaps, taken up, with inconſiderate 
warmth, arguments which he could not juſtify, for the ſake 
of carrying his object for the moment, and that he ſhould do 
this at a ſolemn meeting of his county! What muſt be thought 
of a Right Hon. Gentleman acting with ſuch levity ? What 
muſt he think of himſelf upon reflection, when he thus choſe 
to fly in contradiction, not only to the opinions given at the 
meeting alluded to, but on former queftions in that Houſe ? 
when be argued for the production of papers on the Spaniſh 
and Ruſſian armaments, and oppoſed the concealment © as 
the beginning of a ſyſtem of confidence —and when he flew 
out into his violent philippic againſt the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) on account of the job 
of the Secretary of the Treaſury (Mr. Roſe) in the Weſtmin 

ſter election. Was the ſmallneſs of the object an argument 
for his acquieſcence? No. He had not departed from the 
opinions and principles of the men with whom he had acted 
through his life, and he would be more likely to preſerve his 
influence in ſociety, if he would ſtil remember his former 
— and ſquare his preſent opinions and conduct ac- 
Mer. N and the Chancellor the Exchequer ex- 
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The Attorney General objected to the clauſe, and ſaid, that 


he had not propoſed the previous queſtion on a former night 
becauſe he Coubted of the legality of the meaſure, but becauſe 
he objected to the motion as an abſtract queſtion,” b 

Mr. Fox roſe, he ſaid, merely to explain the vote he ſhould 


ive, if called upon to vote at all. He was an advocate for the 
_ clauſe as the leaſt of two evils. As the meaſure was to be 


erſevered in, he was willing to legalize it, by the inſertion of 


this clauſe; which, however, he ſhould like better, if it did 


declare a doubt of the legality. It certainly declared no ſuch 
doubt; and why it was argued fo, he knew not. There were 
certainly no precedents in point. That of 1746 could not be 
called in point, as it was a caſe of extreme neceſſity. That of 
1782 was not a queſtion of ſubſcription : That of 1778 was 


the molt in point, and he was one of the moſt reſpectable mi- 


nority who declared their ſentiments againſt that meaſure: 


That minority had conferred great and moſt. eſſential benefits 


on the country; and (turning to Mr. Windham) he ſaid, it 
was with extreme pain that he ſaw all the acts of that mino- 
rity frittered away one by one, and that by perſons who were 
the moſt inſtrumental in concerting and ſupporting its mea- 
ſures, and the moſt intimately connected with the leading cha- 
racters who compoſed it. | $1 09170: 
The motion for leave to bring up the clauſe was then put, 
and negatived without a diviſion. | UTI. 
Adjourned. | 


3 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
| TuEsDAY, April 8. 


Heard counſel in the caſe of Aglianby and Lothian. 
Several Bills were received from the Commons, among 
which was the | l e 326. 
VOLUNTEER .CORFS IJ. 
The Bill to authoriſe the raiſing and arming volunteer corps 
to ſerve within the kingdom, by ſubſcription,” being brought 
up from the Commons, it was read a firſt time, 
The Marquis of Lan ſcdlonun ſaid, that, finding the Bill was to 
be read a ſecond time on Friday the 11th, he would take that 
opportunity of agitating a ſubje& which had accidentally been 
diſcuſſed in his abſence. The letter which, as Secretary of 
State, he had written to the Lord Lieutenants of counties; may- 
ors and magiſtrates of towns in 1782, had, he underſtood, been 
made the ground of debate laſt week. That was a 5 
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tional meaſure, and the reverſe of the meaſure lately taken by 


miniſters. He would. move therefore for a copy of that letter 
to be laid on the table; and although he thought that letter 
ſufficient of itſelf to juſtify his conduct, and to prove what he 
aſſerted, yet, for the ſake of the whole tranſaction _—_ 
fairly before the Houſe, he would alſo move for copies of al 


the anſwers ſent to his letter to be laid on the table at the ſame 


time. He underſtood ſome two or three of thoſe anſwers had 
been read; but in order fully to ſatisfy their Lordſhips on the 
ſubject, they had beſt have the whole before them. He de- 
clared he was aware that a copy of the circular letter had been 
aſked for in 1782, and refuſed. The reaſons which then made 
it neceſſary to refuſe the letter, no longer exiſted, becauſe, as 
it referred to the then ſtate of the country, the reafon for 
withholding it could not exiſt at this day. | 1 9911 

The Earl of Coventry ſaid, he was happy to feel himſelf en» 


abled to ſecond. any motion of the Noble Marquis. He 


could do ſo that day, without violation to his feelings, as he 
thought the letter and the anſwers ought to be produced, be- 
cauſe he was ſure that the Houſe would then ſee that the mea- 
ſure of 1782 and the preſent were not diſtinctly different, as a 
mop Earl on a former day had ftated, but ſimilar in their 
ect. eta: Hh _ 
The Marquis of Lanſdown declared, he was glad to find the 


Noble Earl would be-his W in his preſent motion. He 


was always happy, as the Noble Earl well knew, to have him 


for his friend. | ieee 
| The Earl of Derby roſe, with a wiſh to ſet himſelf right in 


| the opinion of the Noble Earl and the Houſe. He had not faid 


on a former day that the two meaſures, that of 1782 and the 
preſent, were diſtinctly different, but that the meaſure of 1782 
was ſtrictly conſtitdtional, and the preſent very much the re- 
verſe. He conceived the grounds upon which the Noble Mar- 
quis had moved for the papers to be extremely obvious, and 
ſuch as it appeared to him the Houſe could not in juſtice reſiſt. 
A kind of attack had been made upon the Noble Marquis; and, 


in ſupport of that attaek, certain letters had been produced and 


read. The object of the Noble Marquis was to refute that 
charge; for which purpoſe he wiſhed to have the whole of 
that correſpondence laid before the Houſe, upon a part of 
which they had been deſired to form a judgment. This 
requeſt appeared to him perfectly reaſonable : He ſhould there- 
fore give his vote for the production of thoſe | 

The Zari of Caernarven ſaid, the Noble Marquis had not 
laid any grounds whatever before the Houſe, to induce them 
to grant the papers for which he had moved. It did nat ap- 

Vor. Ill, SET . | pear 
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pear to him that they were at all neceſſary to enable their Lord- no 
ſhips to come to a determination upon the merits of the pre- by 
ſent Bill; and therefore he ſhould give the motion his nega- by 
tive. His Lordſhip animadverted on what had fallen from fre 
Lord Derby. 3 VVV mz 

Lord Coventry ſaid a few words in explanation, He 

Lord Grenville ſaid, the ſame reaſons that prevailed in 1782 ny 
againſt producing the letter, prevailed now againſt producing 1 
the anfwers. He ſaw no objection to laying a copy of the | te 
Noble Marquis's circular letter on the table. e Ge 

The Marquis of Lanſdown' maintained the propriety of his 155 


requeſt, and appealed to the candour of the Houſe, whether, 
after he had been attacked, it was fair to refuſe him the means 
of defence. With reſpect to the ſuppoſed ſimilarity between 
the two meaſures, whenever the queſtion came fully before 
the Houſe for its diſcuſſion, he would undertake to prove, in 
the moſt ſatisfactory manner, that they were as diſſimilar as 
two meaſures could be; and, as he had before ſaid, that the 
one was ſtrictly conſtitutional, and the other was directly the 
reverſe. | DELLS e OAT. Ev 

The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, he had always underſtood that 
it was the unqueſtionable right of any perſon accuſed, and 
when part of the charge againſt him was founded upen any 
paper, that he might call for the whole of that paper, in order 
that he might ſhew, from the whole context, that the meaning 
which had heen put upon the part produced, was not that 
which ſhould fairly be drawn from the whole. If that was a 
principle of juſtice, and he could not conceive how it could be 
denied, then it was clear that the Noble Marquis had a right 
to: demand thoſe papers upon which his defence was to be 
founded. Miniſters had, upon this occaſion, in his opinion, 
adopted a conduct as extraordinary as it was impolitic, becauſe 
they were eſtabliſhing as a principle, that miniſters might refer 
to the papers of their predeceſſors, or read ſo much of them as 
ſerved the purpoſe of their arguments, and at the ſame time 
refuſe to produce the copies of the whole. He had always 
underſtood, that when miniſters came into office, they had a 
right to uſe the papers of their predeceſſors for their indivi- 
dual information, but that they had no right to produce thoſe 

papers publicly, except for the purpoſe of public juſtice. Mi- 
niſters ſhould be cautious how they ſet an example to future 
miniſters to treat them in a ſimilar manner. 

The Earl of Carlifle ſaid, the whole appeared to him to be a miſ- 
take, arifing from the ſuppoſition that the Noble Marquis had 
been attacked, whereas the direct contrary was the fact; nobody 
denied that the meaſure of 1782 was a right meaſure, ' It had 
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miniſters. , He declared, 
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not been made the ſubject of attack on the Noble Marquis, 
but rather of panegyric and compliment. It had been taken 
by his Majeſty's miniſters as an example; ſo far, therefore, 
from cenſuring his conduct, they had given it the ſtrongeſt 

marks of their approbation, by acting upon the ſame principles. 


. He thought the Noble Marquis would find ſome difficulty in 


maintaining and proving his propoſition, that the two meaſures 
were not in their nature ſimilar; and {till more difficulty would 


he find in proving the propriety of the refuſal of a Right Hon. 


Gentleman in another place (Mr. Fox) to produce the papers 
in 1782, while he endeavoured to ſhew the impropriety of 
ſuch a refuſal by the miniſters in 1794- . N 3 

The Earl of Derby, differed from a Noble Earl who had 
ſpoken in the debate (Earl of Caernarvon), who appeared to 


have miſunderſtood. him. 'The Earl contended, that it was 


obvious that the Noble Marquis had been accuſed, becauſe his 
conduct in the year 1782 had been compared with a meaſure 
which had been reprobated as utterly irreconcilable with the 
conſtitution of the kingdom. _ : SON 
The Marquis of Lanſdown repeated it, that he had himſelf 
thought the circular letter ſufficient for his exculpation; but 
in order to enable their Lordſhips to judge fairly, he had 
moved for copies of the whole of the anſwers. Thoſe who 
accuſed him of not laying before the Houſe any grounds for 


the production of the papers in queſtion, had forgotten that 


he had declared, that his only motive for not ſtating his rea- 
ſons was, becauſe there was another queſtion of great import- 
ance to be diſcuſſed that day, and not becauſe he had no rea- 
ſons to offer. A Noble Earl behind him (Lord Carliſle) had 
ſaid, that inſtead of being accuſed, he was complimented by 

| | Je could not conceive a compliment 
to be intended, where a direct attack was made. That Noble 
Earl had infinitely more knowledge of the world, and much 
greater abilities to apply that knowledge, than he could pre- 
tend to; and to that Noble Lord it might appear, that a charge 
of inconſiſtency, and change of political opinion, was a com- 
E but he was an old-faſhioned man, and poſſeſſing old- 
aſhioned notions, and getting more old-faſtioned every day; 
he was not therefore apt, like the Noble Earl, to think and act 
on one principle at one time, ſuddenly to abandon it, and 
adopt and act upon a different principle at another; in fact, 
he was extremely anxious to maintain his character for con- 


ſiſtency and uniformity of political ſentiment. The Marquis 


concluded with declaring, that he once more left his caſe in 
the breaſt of every Noble Lord, and hoped their candour 
6. 8 "OY | would 
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would not preclude him from the means of defence, after hay- 
ing been fo ſeriouſly accuſed. | 5 „ 
Lord Auckland ſaid, he roſe merely to obſerve that there 
was no harſhneſs in refuſing pretended documents of juſtifi- 
cation to the Noble Marguis, when there was no charge made 
againſt him. Why would the Noble Marquis preſs the Houſe 
to furniſh means of defence againſt an attack which neither 
had been made nor was meant 'to be made ? In a word, there 
was no caſe ſtated to ſupport the motion; and even if a cafe 
had been ſtated, he mould feel great doubts as to the prudence 
or propriety of an indiſcriminate order to lay before Parlia- 
ment and the Public all the anſwers to the circular letter. 
The Noble Marquis had avowed, that in 1782 there might have 
been objections to producing ſome of thoſe anfwers ; how 
then did it appear that the ſhort interval of twelve years, and 
the circumſtances of the preſent war, had removed thofe ob- 
jections? Seeing a poſſible inconvenience, and no utility in 
acceding to the motion, he mult give a negative to it. 
Lord Grenville roſe again and ſaid, it was true that he had 
maintained, that the preſent meafure adopted by miniſters was 
ſimilar to that adopted by the Noble Marquis in 1782; and he 
was now ready to argue that point with any Noble Lord, be- 
cauſe he was ſure the two meaſures were exactly and preciſely 
ſimilar : Not, indeed, in every minute part, but in the princi- 
ple upon which they were founded. But at the ſame time he 
wiſhed not to have it underſtood, that miniſters had cited the 
Caſe of 1782 as a caſe upon which they meant to juſtify their 
preſent plan; but when they us it forward, they expeCted 
that all thoſe who had agreed in the propriety of the ſubſcrip- 
tion of 1782, would, upon the fame principle, concur in the 
preſent one. This meaſure was founded upon clear, diſtinct, 
conſtitutional principles, and not upon any one precedent in 
particular; therefore it could not be neceſſary to lay before 
the Houſe the papers called for. | 
Zar Stanhope ſaid, it appeared to him to be a hard caſe, to 
call a Noble Lord's conduct in queſtion in his abſence, and 
when he came, and ſtanding boldly on his defence, challenged 
inquiry, and called for documents that would eftabliſh the 


truth or falſehood of the charge, refuſe him the means of Juſ- + 


tification. Underſtanding however that the Noble Secretary 
of State had no objection to lay a copy of the circular letter on 
the table, he would move to divide the queſtion, as it conſiſted 
of two propoſitions, and to take the fenſe of the Houſe on the 
firſt, 9:2. the production of the circular letter, before the queſ- 
tion was put reſpecting the copies of the anſwers, | Thi 
Bf a t | 15 
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This mode of proceeding having been agreed to, the queſ- 
tion was put reſpecting the circular letter, and carried nemine 
react voy on 

The Marquis f Lanſdown moved, as a ſeparate queſtion, 
the ſecond part of the original motion, viz. '© That an humble 
« Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he be graciouſly 
« pleaſed to order the Anſwers to the Letters, containing a 
« plan of defence, circulated through the country in the au- 
« tumn of 1982, to be laid on the table.” When the Houſe 


ee eo: Bee be et 1s 754. 
Non-Contents 56 
Majority 48 

PRIVILEGES, 


The Order of the Day being read, 

De Earl of Lauderdale moved to have the two ſtanding or- 
ders, which referred to the manner in which the Speaker was 
to put any queſtion, that might be moved by any individual 
Peer of Parliament read. 'The ſame having been done, the Earl 
urged the great importance of the ſubject, upon which he 
meant to ground a motion, as it appeared to him to involye in 
it conſiderations deeply intereſting to the freedom of debate, 


and the privileges of Parliament. If there ever was a time that 


the orders, the forms, and the privileges of the Houſe ſhould . 
be ſtrictly and pertinaciouſly adhered to, the Earl obſerved it 
was the preſent. He had, he ſaid, antecedently given notice of 
bringing forward a motion, which he would wave for the pre- 
ſent, in order to ſubſtitute one relating to the orders and forms 
of Parliament. Their Lordſhips were aware that, when the 
mind was charged with matter neceſſary to elucidate an im- 


portant ſubject, until it was diſmiſſed from the memory, 


the mind was ill calculated to receive freſh impreſſions on 2 
different ſubject. What at preſent occupied his Lordfhip's 
attention was a matter to which he wiſhed he could do that 
Juſtice which its importance demanded ; it related, he ſaid, to 
the maintenance of their privileges againſt the encroachments 
offered to the forms of the Houſe. If they were not regularly 
adhered to, it would be found, that there was an end to the free- 
dom of debate. A ftri& adherence to the eſtabliſhed orders and 
forms of the Houſe was moſt eſſentially neceſſary to the de- 
cency, the juſtice, and the dignity of their proceedings, and he 
was ſtrenuouſly againſt any deviation from thoſe rules in any 


_ caſe ; but particularly when there was nothing new or extra- 


ordinary in the proceedings that called for new or extraordi- 
nary conduct on the part of that Houſe. He contended, that, 
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by the privileges of that and the other Houle of Parliament, 
every Member had an inherent right to ſtate his ſentiments, 
and have his queſtion put in the words and ſhape which came 
neareſt to his own ideas, upon any ſubject» under diſcuſſion; 
and when a motion was made, and to be put for the deciſion of 
the Houſe, he inſiſted that the Speaker had no Tight whatever 
to alter the words of it, or mutilate its form in its way from 
the Mover to the deciſion of the Houſe, but was bound to put 
it as it came into his hands from the perſon who wiſnhed the 
ſenſe of the Houſe to be taken upon it. Were a contrary line 
of conduct to be adopted, freedom of debate, and all the moſt 
eſſential privileges of that Houſe, might by degrees be annihi- 
lated. What gave riſe to his motion, was a proceeding which, 
by report he had heard, took place the other day, and which 
had alarmed him exccedingly z but not being then in the 
Houſe, he meant not to allude to that debate, but merely to 
ſpeak to the point of order as to that proceeding, which, if it 
had been as reported to him, he would not heſitate to pro- 
nounce it one of the moſt extraordinary and unprecedented 
that he had ever heard. If the forms of Parliament were. not 
obſerved, and their motions were to be altered or garbled ac- 
cording to the fancy of any individual, the Public could not 
be a judge of the proceedings of their Lordſhips. He under- 
ſtood on that evening, that a motion of his Noble Friend (Lord 
Stanhope) had been read to the Houſe by his Lordſhip, and 
handed to the Lord Chancellor, who had taken upon himſelf 
to leave out a material part, and merely put the queſtion on 
the concluſion ſummarily drawn from the premiſes and propo- 
ſitions ſtated in the preamble. This was fo ſingular an event, 
and fo novel in its nature, that it was really a circumſtance 
which he had not words to define. He could not conceive 
upon what authority any Speaker of that Houſe of Parliament 
could aſſume the liberty of altering a motion, unleſs. by way 
of amendment, upon a queſtion of amendment regularly ſub- 
mitted to the conſideration of their Lordſhips for previous ap- 
probation, and adopted by the Houſe. The Speaker was the 
ſervant of the Houſe, its inſtrument and its organ, while 
oflicially addreſſing them from the woolſack. What the na- 
ture of the motion was, certainly was foreign to the ſubject of 
debate: If it were the moſt abſurd and ridiculous that human 
fancy could ſuggeſt, he maintained that it ſnould have been 
ſubmitted to the Houſe in the preciſe language of the Mover. 
If the motion was unfit for the Houſe to hear, it could have 
been diſpoſed of by moving the previous queſtion, or in ſome 
other way conſiſtent with the forms of the Houſe; but the 
Houſe had not a right, he inſiſted, much leſs had any er: 
| u 
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dual Peer a right, to alter the conſtruction, or vary the words, 


ol the motion; If any Noble Lord, in the heat of debate, 


ſhould be led into warmth' of language or offenſive vehemence, 
it might be anſwered, that the Peer ſo giving way to his feel- 
ings was liable to be called to order, and be cenſured, if in the 
opinion of the Houſe the occaſion appeared to call for cenſure; 
but nothing could; warrant a ſacrifice of the forms of the Houſe 
as a puniſhment. | TI. credit of the Houſe, or of any aſſem- 
bly, depended on a ſtrict adherence to its forms; and there- 
fore he muſt proteſt againſt the proceedings of that night, to 
which, in the former part of his ſpeech, he had alluded. His 


| Lordſhip ſaid, that he had looked for precedents to ſupport 


his argument, and he had found ſome, which he ſhould ſtate ; 
but in doing ſo, he ſhould: quote the Journals of both Houſes 
of Parliament indiſcriminately,'to prove that, when the Speaker 
of either had taken improper liberties, the circumſtance had 


not paſſed unnoticed. He referred the Houſe to the caſes of 
1629 and 1677: In one, the King (Charles the Firſt) ſent his 


commands to the Speaker of the Commons to adjourn the 
Houſe, and although;a"Member' (Sir John Elliot) was on his 
legs, the Speaker (Sir John Finch) ſaid, *© that he had a com- 
mand from the King to adjourn, and to put no queſtion.” 


The next Parliament was in 1640; and on its firſt meeting 


the conduct of the Speaker on the laſt day of the preceding 


Parliament was examined. Sacheverell made the complaint, 


and it was aſſerted that the King had nothing whatever to do 
with the Speaker; and one of the Members obſerved, that, as 
the Speaker had thought fit to take care of the King, it behoved 
the Members to take care of themſelves by reproving him for 
his conduct; the Houſe therefore declared, that the Speaker 
having refuſed to put the queſtion, as called upon to do at the 
time, was guilty of a breach of privilege. In the other caſe, that 
of 1677, the Speaker had been complained of for putting queſ- 
tions with partiality, and leaning to one fide more than ano- 
ther. His Lordſhip read the ſpeech of Sir Thomas Clarges, 
who, in treating on the ſubjeCt, obſerved, © that the Speaker 
had uſurped more of the attention of the Houſe than any other 
Member, by giving his opinion; but if that opinion was to 
be conſidered as the ſenſe of Parliament, and his patter was to 
ſupply them with ſentiments, there was an end to the rights 
and privileges of the Houſe ; for the Speaker could miſrepreſent 
to the Public the proceedings of its Members, and thus would 
the idea of repreſentation be deſtroyed.” The Earl reaſoned 
upon theſe precedents, and reminded their Lordſhips that they 
ought to be more particularly jealous of any invaſions of their 
privileges by their Speaker than the Houſe of Commons, for 
| N | | ; this 
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Anni 


\ this eſſential reaſon: The Speaker of the Houſe of Commons his 1 
J was the creature of the Houſe, elected by themſelves, and the v 
1 Gtting in their chair during their will and pleaſure 2 intri 
bo whereas the Speaker of the Houſe of Lords was appointed by the 
WM the Crown, and ought naturally to be conſidered as a conſtant the c 
* object of jealouſy by the Houſe, with reſpect to its ſorms and colled 
= orders. He quoted an authority, which no man would queſ+ all th 
5 tion on ſuch a ſubjeCt, that of Mr. Spe:ker Onſlow, who had it mi 
is expreſſed his opinion of the great importance of Parliamentary even 
1 forms in terms too ſtrong and deciſive to leave a doubt upon of thi 
5 the point he was maintaining. Upon all theſe grounds, there- for tl 
5 fore, he thought his Noble Friend had been treated in a moſt proxi 
We: irregular and extraordinary way; and in order to ſhew it the the lc 
44 more forcibly, he would put the caſe hypothetically. Sup- A Ne 
* poling that his motion had been ever fo bad, ſuppoſing it to count! 
4] have been much worſe than he underſtood it to have been, ſtill repre 
44 the Speaker of the Houſe had no right to alter it without an five e 
: appeal to the Houle, and without having collected their deci- preſs 
4 hon by comparing thoſe who ſaid Content, with thoſe who ſaid be gi 
v1]  Non-Content. In adverting to the late circumſtance, his Lord- line c 
KY ſhip ſaid, that he had been told that the ſenſe. of the Houſe incon 
1 had becn taken by certain ſigns or looks. To decide by looks and ſ⸗ 
+4 was certainly a perfectly new idea. He declared he had never their 
+4 before heard of ſuch a mode of deciding a queſtion in the the fe 
7 courſe of his Parliamentary life; nor could he find a trace of W. 
3.4 it by reading, He knew not whether a long countenance ex- atten! 
140 prefi-d the previous queſtion ; or a frown, a negative; or a table 
48 ſmile, an affirmative. There was much difficulty, he con- not ce 
1 ceived, in aſcertaining the ſentiments of the Houſe by this new as mu 
5 mode; and he confeſſed that he was not phyſiognomiſt enough had : 
5 to know what conſtruction to put on the countenances of Lordi 
3 Members. In his reference to books, he had indeed met with movit 
14 one ludicrous inſtance in ſupport of the mode of deciſion ſo © tio} 
* recently adopted for the firſt time, and was ſorry, upon ſo ſe- « 8p. 
1 rious an occaſion, to have recourſe to a ſportive authority; but « by 
5 | he held in his hand one of the ſmaller works of a Gentleman, . de 
þ | a Member of the other Houſe of Parliament, well-known for Lo 
i * his genius, his talents, and his wit. He would not mention his Earl 1 
- 24 name, and indeed it was unneceſſary, becauſe, when he quoted He ag 
36 the work, every Noble Lord would recolle& to whom the and t 
74 world had been obliged for it. In the comedy called The Crt- nity 
| tic, 2 great ſtateſman was introduced, who came upon the of Pa 
ſtage, took his ſeat, nodded, and looked fignificantly, but faid to be 
nothing. The author (of a play ſuppoſed to be in rehearſal) an un 
being anxious to explain and animadvert on the merits of this the (h 
character, which, entirely dwelt upan his countenance, defined it, ex 
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his look to be a moſt expreſſive mode of declaring, that he put 
the whole Spaniſh armada to defiance ; and by that nod the 
intrigues of the Court of Spain were defeated, Poſſibly, ſaid 
the Farl, it may on the preſent occaſion be aſſerted, that, from 
the countenances of Peers on that night, it had happily been 
collected, that we could put the French to defiance, and that 


all their ſchemes and intrigues would be defeated. Be this as 
it might, there was one cafe which he thought would puzzle 


even theſe ſupporters of the new mode of collecting the ſenſe 
of the Houſe by their looks, their geſtures, and countenances, 
for their Lordſhips muſt recollect there were ſuch things as 
proxies, and it ſurely would be a little difficult to decide what 
the looks of thoſe. proxies might be upon a queſtion being put. 
A Noble Viſcount (Lord Sydney), whoſe abſence on this ac- 


count he muſt particularly regret, could ſcarce find any one to 


repreſent thoſe marked characters of viſage, that ſtrong expreſ- 
five eloquence, which the outlines of his  payſiognomy muſt im- 
preſs upon the firſt fight. How, therefore, were his looks to 
be gueſſed at in his abſence? The Houſe, by adopting ſuch a 
line of conduct, might bring upon itſelf the moſt diſagreeable 
inconvenience. Haring thrown out much irony, ridicule, 
and ſarcaſm, he again became ſerious, and earneſtly entreated 


their Lordſhips to confider the conſequence of an adherence to 


the forms of the Houſe. 

With regard to the circumſtance which had called forth his 
attention, if it were admitted, the Clerk at their Lordſhips“ 
table might ſay, that he would not copy a proteſt which was 
not con * to his own ſentiments; for he certainly had 
as much right to take ſuch a li as the Speaker of the Houſe 
had 1 alter the propoſition moved by any of their 
Lordſhips. He would, for theſe reaſons, he ſaid, conclude by 
moving, in the words of the ——_ order, That any mo- 
« tion propoſed by any Lord of Parliament, and given to the 
Speaker of that Houſe, ought to be put in the words given 


. 


by the Mover, and the queſtion of Content or Not-Content 


* decided upon it in that form. | E 

Lord Thurlow ſaid, he was ready to agree with the Noble 
Earl in moſt of the general principles which he had laid down. 
He agreed with the Noble Farl, that the-forms of Parliament, 
and the forms of all legal Courts, were eſſential to the dig» 


| nity and juſtice of both; and the exerciſe of the privileges 


of Parliament, he would maintain with the Noble Lord, ought 
to be preſerved inviolable. Every Member of Parliament had 
an undoubted right to have his motion read by the Speaker in 
the ſhape and words in which ſuch Member had himfelf put. 
it, excepting only where the Houſe had decided otherwiſe in 
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the interim. The Noble Earl, his Lordſhip ſaid, had argued 
the main of his motion ably and ſenſibly, and, as he ſhould 
imagine, to the conviction of every Noble Lord who had paid 
attention to the ſubject, He could even go with that Noble 
Earl to the full extent of his motion, conſidered as a general 
propoſition ; but before he did ſo, it was neceflary for him to 
ſay with ſome exceptions, becauſe, however maintainable the 
motion was in itſelf, to the particular application of it there 
were exceptions, Every Noble Lord had a right to ſhape his 
motion, and put it in ſuch words as he pleaſed, but under the 
implied and underſtood condition, that he would take care to 
avoid offence to the Houſe, by uſing expreſſions degrading to 

their dignity, or revolting to their feelings. He ſtated: the 
_ uſual Parliamentary forms of diſpoſing of motions to be either 
by pronouncing a negative or an affirmative' upon them, by 
amendment, or by moving the previous queſtion, or the queſtion 
of adjournment. Whenever a motion was ſo drawn as to be 
either impoſſible or unfit to be put, there were different modes 
of putting aſide the motion, or at leaſt the offenſive part of it. 
The regular mode was, by moving, as ſoon as it was ſtated, or 
before the Lord Chancellor put it, to take down the words 
that gave offence, in the ſame manner as was the order of pro- 
ceeding when a part of a Member's ſpeech gave offence. 'Then 
a queſtion of order aroſe, which neceſſarily taking the prece- 
dency, mult be firſt diſpoſed of, and the ground to be taken 
was, in what manner cenſare, and what degree of cenſure, ſuch 
an offence to the Houſe, and ſuch a violation of its dignity 
called for, and ought to be applied. But as it "ens, wa 
pened, that, from motives of candour and conſideration, when 
a Noble. Lord might, through inadvertency, or from the acci- 
dental warmth of his feeling, have been betrayed into an im- 
proper proceeding, the extreme degree of ſeverity was deſir- 
able to be avoided: In that caſe the Lord upon the woolſack 
either appealed to the Noble Lord. who made the motion, to 
remove the ditliculty himſelf, by conſenting to reſhape his mo- 
tion, and take away the objectionable part, or he appealed to 
the Houſe to have their leave to do it, by omitting to ſtate the 
offenſive part of the queſtion ; and with their acquieſcence he 
ſo altered and put the motion. His Lordſhip declared, he 
meant, in what he had ſaid, no reference whatever to the caſe 
that occurred on Friday laſt. He knew nothing of that caſe, not 
having been preſent, and under ſuch circumſtances he could 
know nothing of it, as he could only ſpeak from the Journals, 
Which, as far as he could learn from them, gave upon the face 

of them reaſon to ſuppoſe that the whole o the Noble Earl's 


motion, which the Houſe thought proper to receive, had been 


motion, part of which ſuggeſted itſelf to his mind as improper 


three ſteps from the woolſack, and, in his individual capacity 


he had conten 


Peers being appointed by the Crown. It was to be remem- 


form; and it was, Whether it was ſtrictly regular to move for 


material. As far as he underſtood the conduct of the Noble 
and Learned Lord on the woolfack on Friday, his proceeding 


he ſaw not a ſingle point of view in which it could be taken 
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put from the woolſack. But excluſive of all this, he could 
not, without the groſſeſt irregularity, refer to what had paſſed 
on a former day in debate. With regard to the general prac- 
tice of taking the ſenfe of the Houſe without putting the queſ- 
tion, and deciding by the Contents and Not-Contents, where no 
diſſent was likely to be ſignified, his Lordſhip ſaid, it was done 
every day in the ordinary courſe of the buſineſs of that Houſe. 
Nothing could be more common. A hundred and a hundred 
inſtances could be quoted of it. He had himſelf done it re- 
peatedly ; and he ſtated a caſe, where a Noble Earl made a 


to be put. Not wiſhing to call down the ſeverity of the Houſe” 
on the Noble Earl, he privately adviſed him to withdraw the 
offenſive words. The Noble Earl would not conſent; and as 
he ſtill wiſhed to avoid the extreme caſe of ſeverity, he took 


as a Peer of Parliament, appealed to the Houſe for their per- 
miſſion to omit ſuch part of the motion as appeared to him to 
be improper.” The Houſe went with him on the propoſition ; 
and he then, in his official capacity, put the queſtion fo altered, 
on which the Houſe decided, The Noble Earl had argued, 
that the privileges of the two Houſes were the ſame, and yet 

Jed upon the difference between their ſitua- 
tions; the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons being elected by 
the Members of that Houſe, and the Speaker of the Houſe of 


bered, that the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons could not 
ſpeak as a Member of the Houſe, whereas the Lord Chancel- 
Jor, as Speaker of their Lordſhips' Houſe, did not forfeit his 
right to ſpeak in his. individual capacity as a Peer. With re- 
gard to the tranſaction of Friday, there was one particular on 
which he owned he entertained ſome doubts— | 
| Lord Derby cried out, Hear ! hear! | ; | 
Tord Thu#low faid, his doubts went merely to a point of 


the expunging the motion from the Journals on the ſame day 
on which the motion had been made ? Had the queſtion been 
affirmed,” it certainly eould not have been regular to have 
moved to expunge it the ſame day; in the other cafe, though 
it might not be ſtrictly in order, it undoubtedly was very im- 


had originated in tenderneſs to the Noble Earl; and he owned 


uit exception at. The motion made by the Noble Earl, his 
Lordibip ſaid, was ſuch, 1 as a general PI | 
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he ſhould not have the ſmalleſt econ to entertain and 
adopt then, or at any other time. It was a ſpecies of tru- 
iſm, but he ſaw no ground for bringing it forward on the 
reſent occaſion z and therefore, with the leave of the Houſe, 
he would take the liberty of moving the previous queſtion. 
Lord Hay (Earl of Kinnoul) ſaid, he did not mean to go into 
argument upon the queſtion. Sure he was that he could not 
reaſon upon it with as much eloquence as had been diſplayed 
by the two Noble Lords who had preceded him, becauſe * was 
conſcious he could not boaſt of the ſame advantages in point 
of ability ; but he had one advantage over both, that of having 
been preſent at the former debate. His Lordſhip ſtated the 
circumſtances preciſely as they occurred on the preceding Fri- 
day *, and acquitted the Lord Chancellor of having been guilty. 
of * ſmalleſt irregularity in the whole courſe of the pro- 
Ce ing... 4 HED | ; 
| The Eorl of Caernarvon ſaid, © The Noble and Learned. 
Lord who has ſo ably filled the firſt ſeat of this Houſe for many 
years (Lord Thurlow), has ſo clearly ſtated the forms of pro- 
ceeding, which may in events ſimilar to that in queſtion be 
adopted, and has ſo fully juſtified, upon eſtabliſhed principles, 
the conduct held by his ſucceſſor in the chair of this Houſe on 
Friday, that I ſhould not have waſted your Lordſhips' time 
with a word upon the ſubject, but that the proceeding 
of to-day ſeems to me to be as ſingular as it is ill-founded. 
The Noble Earl who made this motion was ſummoned to 
attend his duty here on Friday laſt; he did not attend: I 
dao not mean to impute neglect to him, for no man more con- 
ſtantly and effectually attends his duty in this Houſe z but it is 
ſurely ſomething ſingular that this abſence ſhould give him a 
right to erect himſelf into a cenſor of the conduct of the Houſe 
of Lords who did attend, and were fully competent to all the 
- duties of their fituation, and where, if he had attended, he 
would have concurred with the Houſe, or been one ineffeCtual 
diſſenting voice; but having been abſent, it ſeems that he 
acquires, by his neglect, the right of ſummoning the Houſe of 
Lords afſembled on Friday, to the Bar of the Houſe afſembled 
here to-day, to anſwer to him, for having in his abſence vio« 
| lated the found and wholeſome practice of Parliament: He 
ſummons the Houſe, who had competent juriſdiction over their 
own members, to anſwer before your Lordſhips, who have no 
appellant juriſdiftion, and who can know nothing of the caſe 
but from the Noble Lord who has taken it from report: It is 
true he avoids, in the terms of his motion, or in the words 


1 Vide p. 24 to 38 of this work. 


of 


DS, 


| ſhelter himſelf from any poſſible cenſure on his conduct 
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of his ſpeech, to impute miſconduct to the Houſe itſelf, by 


directing and levelling his charg onally againſt my 
Learned Friend, who 5 4 24 1 the ln organ of 
this Houſe ; for whatever the Noble Lord preſiding from the 
Woolſack does openly and with the knowledge of the Houſe, 
their attention. bei called to it, becomes the act of the 
Houſe; and the Noble and Learned Lord who has ſo fully 
explained the forms of the Houſe, ſays truly, that it is impo 
ſible in the nature of the proceedings, that the Speaker could, 
if he was inclined, act without the approbation of the Houſe 
for he acts before them, they cannot but be the authority from 
which the act obtains its force; and any Peer may diſpute 
it whilſt it is depending, and take the ſenſe of the Houſe upon it; 
If no perſon queſtions it, there can be no diviſion upon it, and 
the Speaker of the Houſe can no longer be reſponſible. My 
Noble and Learned Friend, however, will not e e to 
under 
the protection or authority of the Houſe; he can wiſh for no 
ſhield but the propriety of his own conduct. I and every other 
Peer then preſent, muſt however take our ſhare of this accu- 
ſation againſt the conduct of the Houſe. The caſe is ſimply 
this ; I muſt ſpeak from memory, which is, according to the 
rules of this Houſe, moſt irregular, when referring to a former 
debate; and proves the irregularity of the proceedings inſti- 
tuted by the Noble Lord; but the deſence is neceſſary if the 


charge is admitted. The caſe is, that a Noble Earl on Friday 


laſt made a motion which had a written preamble, containing 


a great variety of arguments, from whence his propoſition 


was in his own opinion a corollary, The Noble Earl was not 
ſo fortunate as to perſuade a ſingle Lord of the merit, either 
of the preamble, or the reſolution with which it was followed. 
The Learned Lord thought it was his duty to obſerve to the 
Houſe, or rather to remind them (for they had already expreſſed 
their marked diſapprobation), that the preamble contained 
matter, not only reprehenfible, but if uttered or read in any 
other place, puniſhable; and propoſed to the Houſe, that the 
reſolution moved ſhould therefore alone be read, without 
offending their ears with repeating the offenſive argumentative 
preamble, which in fact was a part of the Noble Earl's ſpeech 
annexed to the motion, but no part of the queſtion which be- 
gan at the word Re/o/ved. The | Houſe diſtinctly and unani- 
mouſly aſſented, no fingle voice objecting; not even the 
Noble Earl who moved it. The Learned Lord then read the 
reſolution without the prefacing ents, and put the 
queſtion: Upon which the Noble e obſerved, that it 
was not his motion as it was read; that the Learned —_ _ 


do 
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altered it; that he ſtill approved of the whole as he had origin - 
ally put it, but that, mutilated as it was, he gave it his voice; 
and accordingly, without further oppoſition to what he called 
an alteration of his motion, he gave it his ſolitary aſſent. That 
this is the preciſe and accurate ſtatement, I appeal to all thote 
who were preſent; and I affert that the Noble and Learned 
Lord acted becoming his own high character, and becoming 
the dignity and wiſdom. of the Houſe : And if any deviation 
from the ſtrict and ſevere duty of his office could be imputed to 
him, it is, that he might by ſome be ſuppoſed to have liſtened 
too much to his own humanity; by endeavouring to prevent 
the moſt offenfive part of the paper tendered by the Noble 
Lord as a motion, to become a written document viſible on 
your proceedings, and thereby compelling the Houſe to take 


notice of it, and conſider it as an inſult to the conſtitution of 


the country in their prefence, and calling upon their effective 
xefentment. The Houſe adopted, however, the Learned 
Lord's propoſition unanimouſly : No diſſenting murmur called 
for a queſtion to be put: The Noble Mover perceived the diſ- 
poſition and aſſent of the Houſe, and did not queſtion it; he 
Eid not call upon the Houſe to protect his motion from this 


 Imputed violence; he did not affert that his propoſition vas /+ 


very deeply rooted in the principles of the Freach democracy, as to be 
ane and indiuiſible, fo far from this, he pathetically avowed 
his affection, and ſung the praites of his departed child, and 
piouſly attended the remains to the grave with a ſolemn and 
folitary regiiem. | | 


The Noble Earl who takes the objeCtion to-day to the pro- 
_ ecedings of Friday, grounds it on ſeveral propoſitions, namely, 


that eyery member has à right to put ſuch queſtions as he 
pleaſes, in ſuch terms as he pleaſes : That theſe are only ſub- 
FE to motions of amendment: That the Speaker cannot, of 
is own diſcretion, change or abridge a motion: That this 
privilege, if he poſſeſſed it, would be more dangerous, as he 
is appointed by the Crown. His appointment by the Crown 
ean make no difference; for he is the organ of the Houſe the 
moment he is appointed, and cannot ſpeak or act but as they 
direct him. He is the depoſitory of their orders, but not their 
ſovereign. I am ready to admit the full right of the Houſe 
to diſcuſs any queſtion it may judge expedient to the public 
tervice, and that they have this right without any controul: 
But I do not admit that every individual member has the ſame 
uneontroulable right; if they had, it would deſtroy the right 
of the Houſe, who would be contracted in the exerciſe of its 


functions by any one of its own members. The Houſe muſt 


have authority over its members, and is competent to prevent 
| or 
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or puniſn any improper conduct of its members. The Houſe 
would not hear blaſphemy and treaſon from any member, in 


the ſhape of a motion. If the Houſe has a diſcretion in theſe 
extreme caſes, they muſt, from a parity of reaſoning, have it 
in all the ſages, from theſe extremes down to an innocent 


admiſſible propoſition. I. any abſolute right can belong to any 


individual member, it muſt be ſuch as, being founded on the 
cleareſt principles of common ſenfe, cannot fail to carry the 
Houſe along with it; ſuch as, that every motion to which he is 
called to aſſent or diſſent, ſhould be ſo worded, as to admit of 


an aſſent or negative. Hence it cannot but be the right of 


every individual to have every reſolution which involves two 
diſtinct propoſitions (to one of which an affirmative” may be 
given, and to the other a negative) divided into two reſolu- 
tions, without which he can give neither an aſſent nor diſſent, 
unleſs he contradicts his own opinion in one or other of the 
propoſitions. If the mover ſhould refuſe to have his motion ſo 
divided, it is the duty of the Speaker to do ſo, as it was of old 
his duty to frame and ſhape the queſtion from the debate, and 
to draw from the tenor of the diſcuſſion the point at iſſue {ſab- 

ject always to correction from the Houſe), in order to bring it 

fairly and neatly to the deciſion of the Houſe. ' For the ſame- 
reaſon (which applies directly to the motion of the Noble Earl 

on Friday), whenever a reſolution is prefaced by a variety of ar- 

cs as the foundation of the propoſition, no manwhothinks 

the propoſition ſhould be affirmed for ſome, and not for all of 
the arguments, can give his vote at all; unleſs the reſolution 

is ſeparated from the arguments which ſerved as a preamble, 

The arguments attached, incumber the reſolution, and deſtroy 
each other's effect, and embarraſs the right of voting. Se- 
parated, each argument may have its full Parliamentary ope- 
ration on the minds of different perſons, to lead them to affirm 
the reſolution, which thus gained force by the loſs of its pre- 
amble. Every member therefore has a right, in a motion, 
ſuch as the Noble Lord's (where variety of reaſons are attached 
to a ſingle reſolution as of its effence), to have them omitted, 
for they are incapable of being put ſeparately, from their form 
and ſhape, as reaſons. The notion, when made, is the motion 


of the Houſe, and if the original propoſer ſhould not agree to 


the omiſſion of the reaſons annexed, the Houſe would do it of 
its own authority. The Noble Earl's motion therefore was in- 
formal, and could not ſtrictly be propoſed to the Houſe in that 
ſhape for deciſion; ſuch a form of motion can never be ad- 
mitted but through inattention. The conſtruction of the 
motion was itſelf a ſufficient objection, and the Learned Lord 
would have done no more than his duty, if he had, on this 
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account alone, declined reading a part of the Noble Earl's 
ſpeech inſerted in the ſame paper with the motion, and only 
read that part, which alone was capable of a deciſion; or could 
be put to the Houſe for their judgment or deciſion : But the 
Learned Lord was influenced by a ſtill more weighty conſider- 
ation; for he perceived that the dignity of the Houſe was 
compromiſed on receiving an informal preamble, which was in 
its ſubſtance offenſive; and in performing that which his 
duty required, he conſulted the dignity of the Houſe, with no 
unfriendly attention to the ſituation in which the indiſereet 
language of the preamble might have placed the Noble Earl, 
had the whole motion made part of the proceedings of the 
Houſe, by being taken down by the Clerk as the propoſition 
. of the Noble Earl. | „ Sg Fr 
« 'There never was certainly a proceeding more regular, and 
as certainly to the honour and credit of the Learned Lord; and 
nothing, I am perſuaded, could have induced the- Noble Earl 
who has made it the ſubjeCt of this day's converſation to bring 
forward this diſcuſſion, Cat the total ignorance of every thing 
which paſſed. The motion of adjournment is therefore the 
proper mode of diſpoſing of the preſent motion.“ | 
The Earl of Carliſie doubted, whether the previous queſtion 
was the moſt correct mode of getting rid of the motion before 
the Houſe ; becauſe, in general, a previous queſtion applies to 
a propoſition, the truth of which is not ſo much controverted, 
as the neceſſity or propriety of examining it at the moment. 
Now, as a doubt aroſe in his mind, not upon the propriety or 
neceſſity of coming to any reſolution upon the ſubje& pro- 
poſed (for he was clear that nothing had occurred to make any 
_ reſolution neceſſary or expedient), but upon the propoſition 
itſelf, whether it was ſtrictly true in every part, he therefore 
ſubmitted to the Houſe, whether the motion for adjournment 
would not be that which the Houſe ought to accept. 
Tf that had happened, which his Lordſhip thought likely to 
have occurred, v2z. either a direct or an implied cenſure upon 


the conduct of the Noble Lord on the woolfack, he ſhould not 
have done his Learned Friend the injury of undertaking his 


defence. To hands better qualified to hold up the ſhield of 
real protection againſt ſuch attacks, he ſhould have reſigned all 
claim of afferting the rectitude of the conduct of his Noble 
Friend. But, finding that the cenſure of the Mover of this 
queſtion is not levelled at the Speaker of this Aſſembly, but is 
aimed at the Houſe itſelf, and being one of thoſe who is to 
bear a portion of that correction, which a Member, not preſent 
at the former debate, thinks, from report and rumour, it is 
meet they ſhould all endure, he deemed it abſolutely neceſſary 
to {tate what really happened on the other day. 

L | A Noble 
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A Noble Lord; (Lord Stanhope) comes down with a pre- 
amble to a motion of ſuch. prepoſterous le. th, as to ſer at de- 
fiance the ſtrongeſt memory to retain t. .wentieth part of it. 
If this were not ſufficiently objectionable, it was loaded with 
matter of a nature that created the greateſt uneaſineſs and diſ- 
guſt, during the delivery-of it. When it became the duty of 
the Speaker of the Houſe to put the queſtion upon' it, he 
craved the permiſſion of the Houſe to ſpare himſelf the pain 
of repeating that, which, having been once uttered, was uttered 
once too often. This prayer was conſented to by a general 
cry of acquieſoent approbation of the whole Houſe; and, from 
the ignorance of this circumſtance, much ridicule has been 
attempted, to ſhew the abſurdity of collecting the opinions of 
Peers by looks, by ſmiles, and frowns; and by aa. es. 
their meanings by their countenances. For this purpoſe, a ce- 
lebrated character in the Critic, of a miniſter who ſays no- 
thing, but thinks and looks every thing, was introduced. But 
if any thing dramatic could apply to. the preſent caſe, it would 
be more properly, when the audience riſe, with one general 
feeling of net and indignation, and declare they will 


not ſuffer their ears to be any longer abuſed with the ſtuff 
Which has been produced to them. This reſolution, in that 


place, is commonly expreſſed by an unanimous hiſs. In this, 
the ſame ſentiment ſeemed to be expreſſed, though in a differ- 
ent mode, but ſo diſtinct a one, as in a manner to make it 
mandatory to the Learned Lord to curtail the motion, he 
otherwiſe had been obliged to repeat. ER a eddie 5. 

Lord Carliſle ſaid, it little became him to vindicate the una- 
nimous proceeding of the whole Houſe. It was, in his opi- 
nion, what the Houſe did, in various inſtances, every day, and 
that the Speaker thus, in various inſtances, collected the ſenſe 
of the Houſe. Theſe were his ſentiments. Perhaps he 
ſhould hear, as he had heard from a Noble Marquis {Lord 
Lanſdown), that living in the world made it eaſy to change 
one's opinions; that living out of it inelined men not to be fo 
facile upon that point. He profeſſed he ſhould retain theſe 
opinions, even though it ſhould. be his lot to be condemned to 
the hermitical ſolitude of a vaſt palace in the centre of this 


pay metropolis ;* or ſeek, like a man of the woods, a retreat to 


hide himſelf from the eyes of mankind, in a ſplendid country 
ſeat, and im a populous neighbourhood. dd. 

Lord Stanhope ſaid, he would not go into length of diſcuſ- 
ſon, but would ſpeak in as diſtinct terms as poſſible.” From 
what had fallen from different Noble Lords, he was parti- 
cularly called upon to explain, and give to thoſe, who did him 
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the honour of ſupporting his late reſolutions, every informa- 
tion in his power. A Noble Lord had talked a great deal of 
the preamble, and the reſolution, urging that one was a con- 
tradition to the other, and confequently muſt be divided, be- 
fore the Contents and Non-contents could be taken. Ear! 
Stanhope thought he had a right to complain of ſingular hard 
treatment: The accuſation againſt him was perliſted in, while 
thoſe who urged it, had deprived him of all means of defence. 
He wiſhed he had the Journals to refer to, at any price, he 
cared not what, being ready to ſace any perſonal puniſhment 
the Houſe could enforce upon him for having made the queſ- 


tion, ſo that it ſtood on the Journals, capable of being there 


turned to as a matter of references He declared he never 
was afraid of rilguing himſelf, while conſcious of doing his 
 Uuty, and ſerving the Public. He had however to lament that 
he was rendefed incapable: of juſtifying his conduct by the 


extraordinary proceeding of Friday laſt. He inſiſted upon 


it, that the introductory part of his motion, though treated as 
hideous, if duly confidered, would be' found to be not at all 
objectionable. It was compoſed! and made up of ſentences, 


cach of which he conld undertake to prove had been brought 


forward in Parliament either in the ſhape of motions, reſo- 
Jutions, or ſpeeches of members again and n his 


deous part of the motion had been got rid of in an extraor- 


dinary manner, and then the unobjeCtionable part, in reſpect 
to form and order, had been expunged from the Journals. 


How irreconcileable was this proceeding to common ſenſe! 


When he looked to the Journals, to ſee what had paſſed on 
Friday in conſequence of the Lords being ſummoned, he found 
a large blank. How then could he juſtify himſelf ? He would 
remind the Houſe of the facts, not by referring to a former 
debate, which would be irregular, ' but by putting an hypo- 


thetical caſe. Suppoſe, no matter*whether ten years, or a year 


ago, a Speaker of that Houfe, or a Noble Lord on the wool- 
ſack, ſhould, in a fit of paſſion, have torn a motion in pieces, 
and trampled it under his feet without putting it at all; what 
would have been the ſenſe of the Houſe on the occaſion ? Sup- 
poſe another Speaker had thought proper to leave out the ar- 
guments ſtated as the premiſes, from which, by way of co- 
rollary; the reſolution was drawn, and put the queſtion on the 
concluſive words'only ; what idea could be formed of ſuch 
conduct? His Lordſhip argued upon theſe points with great 
yehemence for ſome time, and then repeated what he had ſaid 
on a former occaſion, vis. that when he found any matter he 
_ Wiſhed to urge difagreeable to the Houſe, he would forego it. 
He could, he ſaid, agree with the Noble and Learned I ® 
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who ſpoke ſecond in debate, in all his E ; in the main ar- 
gument, he admitted the juſtneſs of the Noble and Learned 
Lord's reaſoning. With regard to the mode of collecting the 
ſenſe of the Houſe by the /ooks of their Lordfhips, he deelared 
it to be the moſt new and extraordinary proceeding ever prac- 
tiſed within thoſe walls. He had fallen a ſacrifice to the no- 
velty of the caſe, for it was evident that his motion had been 
iuned out of countenance; His Lordſhip animadverted in 
terms of ſeverity and actimony, on the proceeding, as moſt 
extraordinary and alt ether unprecedented. If he was wrong 
in this aſſertion, tlie Houſe had the happineſs to have a Noble 
Lord preſent, who had been Speaker e the other Houſe, and 
who from official experience could correct him and ſet him 
right. His own opinion was; that; had a Speaker of the Houſe 
of Commons acted in the manner of which he complained, 
he would have had his wig pulled over his ears, and his gown 
1 his fhoulders... | | 5 , 
ord Grenville (aid, he had been led to hope; from the hint 
which the Noble Earl acknowledged to have received from the 
Houſe, and from what had paſſed on the laſt day that the ſub- 
ject was under diſcuſſion, that he would have apologiſed for 
having offended their feelings and inſulted their underftand- 
ing, inſtead of diſgracing himſelf with a repetition of the 
ſame offenſive declamation. After the very able and diſtinct 
manner in which the Noble and Learned Lord (Thurlow) 
had ſpoken upon this point, it was unneceſſary for him to ſay 


much upon the ſubject. The Noble and Learned Lord ap- 


peared to him to have viewed it comprehenſively, and not only 
to have treated it with candour, but with kindneſs to the Noble 
Earl, who, he was ſorry to ſee, was not ready to return the 
ſmalleſt acknowledgment for the tenderneſs that had been 
ſhewn him. The Noble Earl had thought proper to appeal 


to him, in conſequence of his having had the honour to 


elected to the higheſt ſtation, which a Commoner could fill in 

this country, viz. the chair of the Houſe of Commons, and 
to aſk, whether he would concur with the Noble Earl in the 
aſſertion, that the putting a queſtion in other words 'than 
thoſe in which. it was originally drawn, was not a proceeding 


altogether new and unprecedented. So far from concurting 


with the Noble Earl in this aſſertion, he would tell the 


Noble Lord that it was neither new nor unprecedented, and 


that nothing could be more common, than when a motion 
ſtruck the Speaker as incorrect in point of form, inadequate' 
to its object, or contrary to ſome ſtanding order, for him to 
{tate his reaſons to the H. 


in which it had been handed to him, and to ſuggeſt an altera- 
* 1 tion, 


— 


ouſe for not putting it in the words 
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tion, which alteration the Houſe adopted, without going 
through the form of taking a queſtion upon the alteration by 
motion of amendment. That ſuch was the practice elſewhere, 
every one of their Lordſhips who had experienced the ad- 
vantage of a ſeat in the Houſe of Commons before they were 
called up to that Houſe, by death, by writ, or patent, muſt be 
well aware. In regard to the motion then before the Houſe, 


if he thought it was either meant to convey, or that it tended 


to convey, a cenſure on his Noble and Learned Friend on the 
woolfack, he would have moved an amendment, to give the 
thanks of the Houſe to the Learned Lord, for his very able, 
Juſt, and manly conduct on that occaſion.” As this, however, 
appeared ſufficiently to be the ſenſe of the Houſe, and the 
motion could nor be faid to apply to that tranſaction, he 
would content himfelf with moving, “ That the Houſe do 
« adjourn.” | 5 | | 


The Marquis of Lanſdown agreed completely with the | 


Noble and Learned Lord (Lord Thurlow), who had with ſo 
much clearneſs laid down the rules of order and form. He 
heartily wiſhed the Houſe had ſtopped there, and ſuffered the 
debate to end. The Marquis ſaid he was in the Houſe, when 
the Noble Earl began his ſpeech, but he left it, feeling that 
the temper of the Houſe was unfit for bearing arguments on 
the ſerious grounds of the queſtion. He could not therefore 
be a * of the indecent ſcene that followed. With regard 
to the Noble Earl's motion, it was miſunderſtood, in conſe- 
quence of the Houſe having ſuffered itſelf to be hurried away 
by its intemperance, and thence led haſtily to draw concluſions, 
that the words of the introductory matter of the motion did 
not warrant. Stripped of the ſtrong and violent expreſſions, to 
which the Noble Earl well knew, from frequent private commu- 
nication of ſentiments, that he was altogether averſe, and a few 
offenſive epithets, the preamble of the motion, he verily believed, 


might, as the Noble Earl had faid, be found and traced in all its 


parts, in motions, reſolutions: of the Houſe, or uncomplained 
of Parliamentary ſpeeches. The Marquis ſaid, he would take 
that opportunity of cautioning miniſters againſt intemperance. 
It always led to miſchief, never to any good. It ſerved to 
fmother the fire for the preſent, but it left the embers {till 
alive, which almoſt always broke out again, and generally at 
a more unlucky moment. He compared it to the caſe of the 
recent attacks on the preſs, which he ſtated to be moſt impo- 
litic and miſchievous. Perſecution rather increaſed than al- 
layed popular prejudice, and in the caſe in queſtion, led to 
convert public aſfſemblies of men of known character, and 
who avowedly met on public grounds, into private and ſecret 

| meetings- 


92 an 


So - 


>»%T and hed .Y vv „„ 


to have been much obliged to the 


Ara ft 8.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 109 
meetings. He pointed out the dangerous conſequence of ſuck 
meetings, and ſaid, the effect to be dreaded from them was 
beyond deſcription. Reſuming his juſtification of the Noble. 
Earl, he declared, that to all who were accuſtomed to read, and 
who underſtood the valuable volume from which the Noble 
Earl had quoted ſome verſes of a chapter laſt Friday, it muſt 
appear, that in the Book of Samuel, and the proper application 
of what was there ſaid of Kings, there was much of ſolid 
wiſdom and ufeful information. With regard to the Noble 
Earl himſelf, ſurely, when the character of his anceſtors was 
recolleCted, no man would deny that every poſſible reſpect 
was due to him. Anceſtors ſo far famed for virtue, integrity, 
talents, and all excellent qualities, few of their Lordſhips 
could boaſt of, and the preſent Earl was in every point of view 
an adequate repreſentative of his family. The Marquis con- 
cluded with declaring, that he would not enter into the queſ- _ 
tion, becauſe he leſt the Houſe ſo early, and becauſe the Noble 
and Learned Lord who had ſpoken {ond in the debate, had 
put the point at iſſue on ſuch clear grounds; he concur- 
red with the Noble and Learned Lord in opinion, that it 


Was better to let the matter reſt where it was, and therefore 


he ſhould vote for the previous queſtion, | 
The Earl of Mangfeld began with ſtating that their Lord- 

ſhips might be aſſured that he would not keep them long. He 
ſaid, he did not mean to enter into the queſtion at large after 
the Noble and Learned Lord who had fpoken ſecond in the 
debate, being perfectly conſcious, that, if he attempted to go 
over the ſame ground, he ſhould fail in his endeavours to. 
render it more clear. His Lordſhip confirmed the account of 
the tranſaCtion given by the Earls of Carliſle and Caernarvon in 

every particular, and ſaid, he ſhould vote for the queſtion 


of adjournment moved by the Noble Secretary of State, 


having more than once heard it argued, that a motion for ad- 
journment was the correct way of moving the previous 
queſtion. Before he ſat down, he would only ſay that he was 
perfectly ready to diſcuſs the queſtion, but that was neither 


the proper time nor place for ſuch a diſcuſſion. 


be Lord Chancellor xequeſted the indulgence of the Houſe 


for a few minutes, upon a ſubject in which he was perſonally 


ſo much implicated, He affured their Lordſhips he did not 


. . 1 
” >. 


riſe to enter into any argument reſpecting the queſtion, which 


had been ſufficientlydiſcuſſed already. He acknowledged himſelf 
| Noble and Learned Lord for 

his very able and explicit argument on the ſubject. He felt 
bimfele relieved by it from great dificulty. Before he 8 
| | the 


110 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [l os g.. 


the Noble and Learned Lord's ſpeech he had prepared hint 
ſelf to ſtate what he underſtood to be the order of proceed- 
ing in general, with regard to the forms of that Houſe, which 
it was Nis duty to ſtudy and to enforce in practice. With re- 
| ſpect to the queſtion of order, nothing could be more clear 
> that it was not neceſſary to put the queſtion of Content 


or Not-Content upon every point. It was neceſſary to conſult 


the Houſe, by aſking, Is it the pleaſure of the Houſe that 
ſuch a thing ſhould be done? and if no Lord diſſented, then 
the thing ordered without putting the queſtion, For in- 
ſtance, when a meſſage was to be received from the Commons, 
the queſtion was not put, Content or Not-Content : Previous to 
the meſſengers being admitted, the Chancellor only ſays, «Is it 
the pleaſure of the Houſe that the meſſengers be called in?” If 
no Lord oppoſes their being called in, they are introduced 
without further queſtion. His Lordfhip ſtated ſeveral other 
inſtances of a fimilar nature. He next adverted to the cir- 
cumſtances which took place on Friday, declaring that he 
ſhould be extremely ſorry to have betrayed the Houſe into an 
irregularity by any inadvertency on his part. He ſaid he was 
in the judgment of the Houſe, whether he did not act in con- 
formity to the ſenſe of the Houſe, on that day, very ſtrongly 
and very unanimouſly expreſſed? He was governed in every 
thing he had done, by a wiſh to fave the Noble Earl from in- 
curring the ſeverity his incautious conduct had expoſed him to. 
His Lordſhip concluded with declaring himſelf infinitely ob- 
liged to his friends in particular, who had been pleaſed to 
| ſpeak handſomely of his conduct, while he had enjoyed the 
honour of ſitting on the woolfack, and ſtill more to the Houſe 


in general, for their liberal ſupport, which could not fail to 


impreſs itſelf forcibly on his mind at the moment, and would 
ever keep his gratitude alive, the beſt proof of which would 
be ſhewn by his unremitting and moſt anxious endeavours to 
diſcharge the important duties of his othce to the general ſa- 
tisfaction of the Houſe. £ | 


The Earl of Lauderdale roſe to make a ſhort reply, and he 


ſaid, at that hour of the night, he would compreſs what he 
had to ſay into as ſhort a compaſs as poſſible. He ſpoke in 
terms of reſpect of the argument of the Noble and Learned 
Lord who had riſen ſecond in the debate, and defied any Noble 
Lord to prove a ſingle point of material import in which he 
had differed from that Noble and Learned Lord. The Noble 
Lord had ſtated a caſe, that occurred while he fat as Speaker 
of that Houſe, and ſaid, that he took two or three ſteps from 
the woolſack, to appeal to the Houſe, whether they v0 
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conſent that he ſhould alter the motion or not ? Had thoſe two 
or three ſteps been taken in the preſent inſtance *, there would 
have been no cauſe of complaint. One point he wiſhed to explain, 
as it ſeemed in the courſe of the debate to be miſunderſtood ;— 
He had never made any' harſh obſervations on the motion 
which his Noble Friend made on Friday laſt; becauſe, not 
being preſent, he could not think hiniſelf juſtified in giving any 
opinion upon it at all: What he had declared was, that had it 
been as bad as it could be, the treatment it met with was equally 
reprehenſible, The Earl ſaid he was aware it was rather ir- 
regular to give a notice, while he was upon his legs for the 
purpoſe o poking to the queſtion before the Houſe ; but 
as he underſtood the queſtion of adjournment was about to 
be put, he would take the liberty of informing their Lord- 
ſhips, that on Tueſday next he would bring forward the mo- 
tion which he meant to have ſubmitted to their Lordſhips that 
day on the criminal laws of Scotland. The ſubject, he ſaid, 
had coſt him much pains, and he had collected a good deal 
of information reſpecting it; and their Lordſmps all knew, 
that when the mind was loaded with materials, all calculated 
for the illuſtration of a particular argument, it was not very 
'Yeaſant to retain the burden longer on the memory than was 
indiſpenſably neceffary. | 

The queſtion of adjournment was put and carried. 

The Houſe adjourned. _ | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
5 Tus DA, April 8. | 

The Bill for the better taking of Special Bail in the Court 
of Great Seſſions in the County Palatine of Lancaſter, was 
read a ſecond time, and ordered to be committed to- mor- 
row. | ; | i | 15 RP | 
The Lottery Bill was read a ſecond time, and ordered to be 
committed for Thurſday. _ 
Lord William 98 brought up a Petition from the Pri- 
loners confined for Debt in the King's Bench Priſon, praying 


* Had the Earl of Lauderd ile been preſent at Friday's debate, he 
would have ſeen that the Lord Chancellor did take the two or three ſte ps al- 
luded to, having left the woolſack expreſsly and avowedly for the purpoſe 
of appealing to the Houſe, to know whether he might be permitted 10 
leave out the Preamble to the Earl of Stanhope's Reſolution, when he 
clearly received their Lordſhips ſanQion for the omiſſion. Fide page 37 of 
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ſuch relief as to the Houſe ſhould ſeem meet. Ordered to be the 
laid On the table. I | „ WE | tle: 
Lord Newburgh's Petition was reported, and referred to a FE 
Committee. | | v8 A inf 
An Account was ordered and preſented, of the Surplus oſ ? 
the Conſolidated Fund. To lie on the table. | ff 
An account of Monies paid into the Exchequer vas or- fact 
dered. "> | 5 0 
A Petition from the Carriers was preſented, and reſerred to Rig 
a Committee. : | EP a view 
FOREIGN CORPS BILL. | 1 5 
The Order of the Day was moved for the ſecond reading how 
of a Bill to enable the Subjects of France to enliſt as Soldiers, if h. 
and to enable his Majeſty to grant Commiſſions to them under Frie 
certain reſtrictions. The Bill was read accordingly. * man 
Cal. ¶ Lecd recurred to the circumſtance which he men- I 
_ tioned reſpecting hand-bills diſtributed about the metropolis, forei 
inviting aliens out of employ, under the allurement of great wed! 
levy-money, to enliſt in the Britiſh ſervice. He ſaid, he could quiry 
ſee no reaſon why the miniſter ſhould have recourſe to this the g 
mode of anticipating what might be the deciſion of the Houſe, ſelf | 
unleſs it was from a ſyſtematic deſign of inſulting Parliament. Frien 
According to this precedent, miniſters might raiſe regiments Th 
of foreigners in the very heart of the metropolis, without the ſteps 
conſent of Parliament. In general, the Right Hon. Geatle- that 1 
man made uſe of no great delicacy in paſſing bills with a de- to put 
gree of rapidity heretofore unuſual. He knew, he had a ſut- put to 
ficient number of friends in either Houſe ready to adopt his the q 
propoſitions, nor had he the leaft reaſon to diſtruſt the Royal tlema 
aſſent to any meaſure he might. be inclined to propoſe. There feſſed 
could not, therefore, the Colonel ſaid, exiſt the ſmalleſt ne- conſti. 
ceſſity for his doing that unconſtitutionally, and of his own meant 
authority, which he might as well, and with equal eaſe, do C2l. 
upon the authority of Parliament. Such proceedings appeared queſtic 
to him to require the utmoſt vigilance on the part of the thoſe | 
Houſe, as they were in themſelves of the higheſt importance, My. 
and the more to, when it was conſidered, that they were con- to do, 
_ nected with the prerogative doctrines of the power of the Crown bill wh 
to land foreign troops in this country, and receive benevolences Mor 
from the ſubject without the conient of Parliament, ſo re- 
cently maintained, and ſo ſtrenuouſiy aſſerted. Theſe to- BILL FO 
gether formed ſuch a combination of encroachments, AS in 33 
his opinion left the people of Great Britain no conſtitution at Sir C 
all. He declared, he could not conſider it poſſible that this with ar 
proceeding ſhould be unknown to his Majeſty's miniſter, an as it wo 
| N therefore would | 
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therefore he begged to be informed by the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman, whether it was done by his direction or approbation ? 
And if 'not, whether he intended to direct proſecutions to be 
inſtituted againſt the offenders? | 

No anſwer being given to the queſtion, the Bill was read the 
firſt time, and rhe Chancellor of the Exchequer moved for the 
ſecond reading, when 

Col. M' Leod again roſe, and ſaid he was ſurpriſed at the 
Right Hon. Gentleman's filence, and whether it aroſe from 
a contempt of the perſon who aſked the queſtion, or from any 
other cauſe, was perfectly indifferent to him. He thought, 
however, the Gentleman was bound to give an anſwer; and 
if he did not, he ſhould, in conjunction with ſome of his Hon. 
Friends, take ſome meaſure which would oblige that Gentle» 


man to give him an anſwer, 
Mr. Grey ſaid, he had ſeen ſome of the hand-bills that invited 


foreigners to enliſt. As it was an illegal and unconſtitutional 


meaſure, it became miniſters to inquire into it. If ſome in- 
quiry was not made, and ſome ſatisfactory anſwer given to 
the queſtion that was put by his Hon. Friend, he profeſſed him- 
ſelf perfectly ready to ſupport any propoſition that his Hon. 
Friend ſhould in conſequence bring forward. 

The Chancellor f the Exchequer ſaid, he did not know what 
ſteps any Gentleman could take to compel an individual in 
that Houſe to anſwer a queſtion which he might think proper 
to put to him. With regard to the queſtion that had juſt, been 
put to him, he could not but feel ſurpriſed, as he had anſwered 
the queſtion explicitly the preceding day. The Hon. Gen- 
tleman had ſaid it was a conſtitutional queſtion. He con- 
feſſed he could not diſeover what idea the Gentleman had of a 
conſtitutional queſtian, + by the preſent example, unleſs he 
meant a queſtion put in an uncivil manner. 

Col. M Leod ſaid, Ye had yet received no anſwer to the 
queſtion. Whether miniſters would proſecute the authors of 
thoſe bills? 

Mr. Folliffe ſaid, he tought” miniſters would have enough 
to do, if they proſecuted the authors of every little pony _ 
bill which was diſtributed in the e 

Motion put and carried. | 


BILL FOR EXEMPTING THE POOR FROM LABOUR IN THE REPAIR 
OF THE-HIGHWAYS. 


Sir Charles Bunbury ſaid, he ſhould not trouble the Hou 


with arguments in favour of the introduction of ſuch a Bill, 


as it would not only be an unneceſſary waſte of their time, but 


would imply a diſtruſt in | Weir liberality, a doubt of that 


Vo, HE Q_ laudable 
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laudable diſpoſition which diſtinguiſhed Parliament, and which 
always induced it to give the moſt favourable attention to every 
reaſonable propoſition which tended to alleviate the burdens 
of that valuable and meritorious claſs of ſubjects, the in- 
duſtrious poor, the labourers, and artificers of Great Britain, 
It was this diſpoſition, ſo honouradle to cach fide of the Houſe, 
this zealous attention to their firſt duty, namely, that of 
promeing the welfare and happineſs of the ſubjects of the 
realm, that ſecured to Parliament the eſteem and applauſe 
of every worthy and reflocting man; it was this, that ſo en- 
deared it to the people as to render them deaf to the ca- 
lumnies of its defamers, and inattentive to the ſpecious but 


deluſive projects of {peculative reformers; fince it gave them 


reaſon to conclude that the Parliament, conſtituted as it was, 
under its preſent wiſe and fortuitous conſtruction, ſpoke, as it 
ought, the language of the nation, and that the ſentiments of 
their repreſentatives were in uniſon with the 0 
the people. N 5 | | | 

Sir Charles flattered himſelf that the Bill he wiſhed to pro- 
poſe, to exempt the poor from perſonal labour in repairing 
the roads of the kingdom, or in lieu thereof, paying a com- 
poſition which they could ill afford (ſince, though it might 
appear ſmall and trifling to the Gentlemen whom he addrefled, 


was ſtill important to the indigent perſons whofe children 
were to be fed by the produce of their toil), would upon in- 


veſtigation meet with the approbation of the Houſe, as it 
was founded on the moft equitable principle, namely, That 
thoſe who received benefit from the roads, and thoſe who 
injured them, ſhould be at the expence and trouble of their 
repair, and that thoſe who received no benefit from them, 
ſhould be exempted from the burden. 75 

The poor man received no benefit from their improvement, 
neither did he injure them; they might rather be deemed in- 
jurious to him, ſince, by facilitating the communication with 
the capital, they tended to increaſe the price of proviſions. 

He moved, therefore, That leave be given to bring in a 
* Bill, to amend an Ac, made in the 13th year of his preſent 
« Majeſty's reign, intituled “ An Act to explain, amend, and 
reduce into one Act of Parliament, the ſtatutes now in being 
ce for the amendment and preſervation of the Public High- 
« ways within that part of Great Britain called England, and 
“for other purpoſes;” ſo far as the ſame relates to the la- 
bour 7 required from certain perſons therein men- 
tioned. | | 
Hr. Sa/uſbury ſeconded the motion. 


Mr 
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Mr. Gilbert declared, that there was no man who felt more 
than himſelf for the ſufferings of the poor, but conſidering the 
great benefits that reſulted from the act of the Igth of the 
King, he did not think it expedient to hazard their loſs or di- 
minution on the grounds that had been ſtated. | | 
Mr. Folhffe paid Mr. Gilbert many compliments for his 
former exertions towards the relief of the poor; but declared 
that he was aſtoniſhed that he ſhould now give his oppoſition 
to the meaſure propoſed. The benefit of good high roads 
was chiefly felt by perſons who had carriages; they only 
ſhould contribute to keep theſe roads in repair. He conſi- 
dered nothing that the Hon. Gentleman had ſaid was entitled to 
any weight againſt the excellent motion of the Hon. Baronet, 
which would contribute ſo effentially to the eaſe and ſatisfac- 
tion of the poor. | 
Mr. Burton was of the ſame opinion, obſerving, that an ex- 


— 


emption of a tax of 79 fhil/ings, however trifling it might 


ſound in the ears of gentlemen of fortune, was no mean ob- 
ject to poor and laborious men. 5 

Leave was given to bring in the Bill. 

HIS MAJESTY'S MESSAGE RELATIVE TO THE CROWN LANDS. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the Order of the 
Day, for referring his Majeſty's Meflage relative to the Crown 
Lands to the conſideration of a Committee of the whole 


Houſe. | | 
The Order of the Day being read, the Houſe reſol ad itſelf 


into a Committee of the whole Houle accordingly (Mr. Hobart 
in the Chair). | 


The meſſage recommended to the conſideration of the Com- 
mittee the better regulation of the Crown Lands. | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtated, that the _ meaſure 
which he ſhould have the honour of ſubmitting to the con- 
ſideration of the Committee, would be of advantage both to 
the public, and to private individuals. He was not at preſent 
prepared to bring forward any meaſure relative to the bet- 
ter regulation of the woods and forgſts. That ſubject was, 
no doubt, extremely material, but it was of ſo complicated a 
nature, that it was neceſſary to defer the conſideration of it 
to a period of more leiſure. The plan that he had to propoſe, 
related to the other landed eſtates of the Crown. Thoſe Gentle- 
men whowould read the ſeveral voluminous reports that had been 


made by the Commiſſioners appointed to inquire into the land re- 


venues of the Crown, would find that, if thoſe landed eſtates 
were properly managed, they would yield a very conſiderable 
increaſ2 of revenue. The reaſon why they were not fo pro- 
Q 2 ductive 
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ductive as they otherwiſe might have been, was, | becauſe 
leaſ-s had originally been granted before the real value of the 
eit es was known. To this circumſtance it was owing 
that the landed revenue of the Crown had not yielded as 
much as it might have done. The chief regulations that 
he ir tended to propoſe were, that ſurveys be taken before 
the Tre: fary grant any leaſe; that the improvable value be 
aſcertained before any leaſe was renewed; and that, where re- 
pairs were found neceſſary, no fine be impoſed, but reſerved 
in the annual rent. Another regulation that he meant to 
propoſe, regarded building leaſes, and went to extend the 
time. In addition to theſe, there were other more minute re- 
gulations; but as he was aware that it would be wholly un- 
neceſſary for him, in the preſent ſtage, to go at greater length 
into the meaſure, and as Gentlemen would have full oppor- 
tunity of diſcuſſing the plan in the future ſtages of the Bill, 
he would content himſelf with merely moving for leave to 
bring in a Bill for the better regulation and management of 
the Crown Lands. 5 
Mr. Fox ſaid, he did not riſe for the purpoſe of objecting 
to the motion, but to ſupport what had often been mentioned 
with approbation in the Houſe; namely, whether it would not 
be more conſtitutional, as well as more productive to the reve- 
nue, that all the lands of the Crown ſhould be diſpoſed of, with 
a very liberal reſerve of what might be neceſſary to the conve- 
nience or pleaſure of the Royal Family. | | 
T he Chancellor of the Exchequer acknowledged it to be a cir- 
cumſtance which had frequently been thought of; but, from 
the belt attention that he had been able to beſtow upon the 
ſubject, he was of opinion that more benefit would be derived 
from the putting the lands under judicious regulations, than 
was likely to reſult from diſpoſing of them altogether. 
The Houſe being reſumed, Mr. Hobart brought up the Re- 
port of the Committee, which was read and agreed to. A Bill 


for the better Regulation and Management of the Crown 


Lands wes conſequently ordered. 


SINECURE PLACES AND PENSIONS. 


Mr. Harriſon roſe, and opened the nature of the motion, 
which, in purſuance to the notice he had given, he ſhould 
have the honour of ſubmitting to the Houſe; he ſaid, that 
the motion was not intended to deprive men of that which 
was neceſſary for their ſupport ; it was very far from his in- 
tention to deprive any Gentleman whatever of the reward due 
to any actual ſervice to the ſtate, in, any employ in which he 
might at preſent be engaged: Nor was it his defire that thoſe 
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perſons who had finecure places or penfions, for ſervices for- 
merly done to the ſtate, ſhould be deprived of thoſe emolu- 
ments they had -merited from the hands of their country; 
but he thought it peculiarly proper that thoſe who had neither 
of theſe claims ſhould contribute largely to the prefent unfor- 
tunate exigencies, at a moment when miniſters had ſignified 
to the Public. that it was neceſſary for Gentlemen of landed 
property to ſtand forward, and give their contributions in ſu 

port of the public cauſe. In this ſituation he thought ſuch 
ſinecure places and penſions were fair objects, and that thoſe 


whoenjoyed them ſhould contribute as well as others; for taxes 


fell extremely hard on the poor manufacturers and labourers, 
many of whom the war had already deprived of bread. It 
was admitted that the ſituation of the country was ſuch as to 
require ſome extraordinary reſources; he believed it to be 
ſuch as to require the utmoſt reſources this country was able 
to procure, and that, if better meaſures were not adopted, all 
our reſources might ſoon be at an end. There was another 
reaſon which made the meaſure he had to propoſe particularly 
proper at this time; it was, that while tlie ſervants of the 
Crown were enjoying large profits and emoluments, the poor 


diſtreſſed, and the executive government ſoliciting ſubſerip- 


tions, theſe Gentlemen ſhould: ſet the Public the example of 
ſubſcription, and ſhew, that while they call on others to aſ- 


ſiſt the ſtate, they are willing to be at ſome expence in aſſiſt- 


ing it themſelves. This would make the poor a little more 
willing to bear their burdens, which were already extremely 
grievous; and unleſs ſomething of this kind was adopted, 
would ſoon be intolerable. There was another reaſon for 
adopting this meaſure: If miniſters were thus to give up their 
ſinecure places, and other perſons to give up their emoluments 
and penſions, it would ſhew that they were in earneſt when they 
talked of the calamity of the war, and be ſome proof they 
would do all they could to put an end to it; by this they 
would ſilence that general obſervation, that to miniſters peace 
was not an object of deſire, for that they bear none of the bur- 
dens of the war. Another reaſon for his bringing this queſ- 
tion before the Houſe was, that it would be the means of 
ſhortening the calamitous war in which we were engaged. 
The adoption of it would alfo enable Government to make 


ſtrenuous and effectual efforts in the conteſt. 


He confined the motion he had to make to three claſſes of 


men, each of whom he thought might well give up a part of 


what they received from the Public, to alleviate, in ſome 
degree, the calamities of the country. The firſt claſs were 
thoſe who enjoyed ſinecures not leſs than 2001. per annum; 
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the ſecond, ſuch as enjoyed efficient places, which had ſalaries 
not leſs than pool. per annum. He thought the falaries at- 
tached to the efhcient places were enough for ſuch gentlemen, 
without annexing to them any ſinecure place, and he enter- 
tained no doubt but thoſe who were ſo anxious to call upon the 
landed property, to ſtand forward in the ſupport of their 
country by voluntary contribution, ſubſcription, or benevolence, 
would be eager to preſs forward, and, by giving up part of their 
emoluments, ſhew their real attachment to that cauſe they 
called upon others to defend. It was far from his intention 
to ſay that thoſe gentlemen who executed the buſineſs of the 
country ſhould not be paid for their labour ; he thought the 
labourer worthy of his hire; if not, he was no longer worthy 
of working in the vineyard. A third claſs of men were thoſe 


who, in conjunction with efficient places, held, as it were in 


commendam, ſinecures, not leſs than 200l. per annum; the 


whole of which, he thought, ſhould be given up, at leaſt, 


during the war. The misfortune was, that places, inſtead of 


being diminiſhed, were increaſed by the public calamity ; and 


that which ſhould induce a retrenchment of public expence 
and private emolument, was thought a fit opportunity for ex- 
tending the evil. The diſtreſſes brought on the country by the 
war were obvious, from its dire effects on the manufacturing 


part of the kingdom. The weekly earnings of the manufac- 


turer, which once afforded the comforts and neceſſaries of 
life for himſelf and his family, were at preſent ſo reduced, he 
faid, as ſcarcely to afford them a ſcanty ſubſiſtence. The in- 
creaſe of the poor rates through the kingdom was a proof of 
the declining trade of the country. The city of Norwich was 
an index to the miſery of the reſt; © Periſh the Commerce of 
the Country” had been illuſtrated, the poor rates there amount- 
ing at this moment to 21,000]. which was prodigiouſly higher 
than was ever known before on the moſt calamitous occaſion: 
Mr. Harriſon ſaid, he preferred the motion he ſhould make for 
leave to bring in a Bill, to that of propoſing any reſolution, 
as it afforded a better opportunity for diſcuſſion; becauſe, 
when the Bill ſhould be brought in, ſuch regulations might 
be made in the Committee as might ſeem moſt ſuitable to the 
attainment of the end propoſed. _ 

He proceeded to ſtate the heads of his Bill. In the firſt 
place it did not touch any penſion below 200l. a- year. Out 
of the net produce of an efficient place which amounted to 


400l. a-year, he propoſed one fourth to be appropriated to 


the public ſervice. Out of ſinecure places and penſions of 
400l. a-year and upwards, he propoſed to appropriate to the 
public uſe one half; and the whole of any ſinecure —_ 
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which was held by any perſon who had another, and an ef- 
ficient office under Government: Some of theſe finecures 
amounted, beſides the ſalary of the efficient employment, to 
6000l. or J7oool. a-year, and the amount of all theſe was enor- 
mous. Out of theſe places he meant to make exceptions, ſuch 
as the Judges, the Speakers of both Houſes of Parliament, 
Ambaſſadors, Officers of his Majeſty's Navy and Army; on 


none of theſe would his Bill attach. 


In bringing this ſubject forward, he ſaid, he followed pre- 
cedents in that Houſe. It was very obvious how great an aſ- 
ſiſtance the revenue would derive from the expedient pro- 


| 70 The ſums which would be derived from the latter 
0 


urce alone would be very great, much beyond what any per- 
ſon would conceive who had not inyeſtigated the ſubject. No 


hardſhips could be reaſonably complained of, if theſe latter ſa- 


laries were appropriated to the public ſervice. He thought 
alſo it would induce miniſters to endeavour to put an end to 
the war as ſoon as poſſible; at preſent their income was not at 
all injured by the Aiture of our commerce, and the diſtreſs of 
our manufactures” _ | Wes | 

He read, as part of his ſpeech, the proceedings on a mo- 
tion of Admiral Ruſſel in 1691, which propoſed, that, during 
that war, one moiety of all places, the ſalaries of which ex- 
ceeded 3ool. per annum, ſhould be given up: And in reply to 
this propoſition, Sir Thomas Rich, à Lord of the Admiraity, 
ſaid, that the Hon. Admiral had mentioned that propofition 
to him before he was in place; that he at that time approved 
of it, and he was happy he now had an opportunity of con- 
vincing him that his approbation was ſincere, as he would 
cheerfully furrender one-half of his falary. Captain Lowther 
ſaid, he ſhould be willing to ſerve for nothing; and there 
were ſeveral others who ſhewed equal eagerneſs, and ſome 
who lamented they had not ſufficient ſalaries to enable them 
to contribute to the purpoſe of the Bill; all were willing to 
concur; and he truſted that the precedent of thoſe great and 
good men would, with equal alacrity, be followed by the pre- 
{ent poſſeſſors of employment under Government. He truſted 
they would gladly imitate ſo excellent an example. 

He thought that conciliating . meaſures, ſuch as the one he 
propoſed, would be more proper, than adding to the burdens 
already very ſevere on the poorer orders of ſociety ; they would 
be convinced of the fincerity of miniſters* wiſhes to put an end 
to this diſaſtrous war, when they obſerved thoſe gentlemen 
willing to come forward with their contributions. He had 
often withed that what had happened in a neighbouring king- 
dom had never been mentioned within thoſe walls ; for the 

SG: | frequent 
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frequent repetition of the crimes or misfortunes of that un- 
happy and diſtracted country, had tended much to inflame the 
paſſions, and exaſperate the minds, of the people, and was, in 


fact, the ſource of the evils under which our own country at 


preſent laboured; but thoſe ſo fond of the mention of the 
crimes of that people, and who were baſking in the ſunſhine 
of Court favour, ſhould recolleCt that it was the profligacy of 
the courtiers and nobleſſe of France that brought on the miſery 


of the lower claſs, and afterwards their diſcontent z and the 


diſorders which occurred there, which ultimately terminated 
in the total ſubverſion and final deſtruCtion of its Monarchy, 
It was a truly mifcrable ſcene, when one part of a people met 
in arms againſt the other ; but ſuch would ever be the reſult 
of luxury and prodigality carried to exceſs, and a conſtant re- 
ſiſtance to every propoſition for reform and retrenchment. A 
poor man, bending under the burden of taxes, which he was 
unable to pay, could not obſerve with any pleaſure the magni- 
ficence of miniſters. In times of national proſperity we might 
be liberal even to profuſion ; but when the preſſure of want 
came upon us, we ſhould retrench that 55 That 
in every ſtate, thoſe who undertook the duties of office, were 
entitled to an adequate reward, he was free to admit; but it 
became the country, in conformity to that wiſe and good rule, 
* be juſt before you are generous,” to be juſt to the neceſ- 
fities of the ſtate, before we.wcr2 generous to individuals who 
compoſe it. He had not, Mr. Harriſon ſaid, made an exact 
calculation of the ſum which went in penſions and finecures 
but it appeared by the calculation he had made, that not 
tefs than the immenſe ſum of 60,000). per annum was invifibly 


applied; whether to the purpoſe of corruption or not, he 


ſhould not take upon him to fay. He concluded with moving, 
* That leave be given to bring in a Bill for the purpoſe of ap- 
„ propriating certain parts of ſalaries, emoluments, penſions, 
t and ſinecure places, to the uſe of the Public, during the con- 
* tinuance of the war, at the diſpoſal of Parliament; and 
allo for the purpoſe of aypropriating part of the emolument 
of efficient places, ſo that they ſhall not amount to mort 
& than a fpecific ſum, to be applied for the ſame purpoſe.” 
Mr. Cole of Norfolk ſeconded the motion, and returned 
his fincere thanks to tie Mover of the queſtion, for hav- 
ing brought it forward at the preſent period, when reſources 
were at ſo low an ebb, that it ſhould be thought neceffary to 
extend them by means of voluntary fubſcriptions, and uncon- 
ſtitutional benevolences. He farcaſtically complimented the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer on his conſtitutional principles, 
and very conclliating diſpoſition, declaring, that he had no 
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doubt but that the Right Hon. Gentleman had patriotiſm 
enough to give up all his finecure emoluments for the public 
ſervice, by way of animating others to follow the example. 
Speaking more ſeriouſly, he faid, he did not think it pofſible 
that thoſe Gentlemen who were the advocates of the meaſure 
ſuggeſting voluntary contributions, could refuſe concurring in 
the preſent. He ſpoke of the calamities which attended the 
war, and which were particularly manifeſted in the county he 
belonged to. In the city of Norwich, trade, he ſaid, was al- 
moſt wholly at a ſtand; and the poor rates, which before the 
war were goool. a year, and in no other war had riſen above 
17,0001. had within the laſt year increaſed to 21,000]. 

My. Drake made an eccentrie ſpeech, in which he repro- 
bated, with his charaCteriftic animation, the purport of the 
motion, and the arguments by which it was ſupported. He 
ſaid he obſerved in this motion, as in many others that had 
lately come from the other fide of the Houſe, nothing but a 
querulous ſpirit, a peeviſh deſire of embarraſſing Adminiſtra- 
tion, and the abſence of all motive that ſhould actuate public 
men, to make ſuch a poor and pitiful propoſition as the pre- 
ſent, to defend the good and ſteady cauſe in which we were 

engaged. High as his opinion of the private character of the 

Mover ſtood, it was with regret he at this time heard the war 
in which we were engaged prononnced to be unjuſt, unpro- 

voked, and diſhonourable ; a war which he conſidered as un- 
dertaken upon principles of found policy, ſubſtantial juſtice, 
adamantine honour, neceſſity, religion, ſecurity, property, 

morality, and vitality. Was it a time, when the ardour of 

the nation was outrunning, by voluntary contributions, - the 
demands of Government, and exhibiting to France and Europe 
a ſpecimen of its power and its vigour, fufficient to ſtrike dif- 
may to the hearts of its enemies; was this a time to have re- 
courſe to ſach pitiful and ſuch paltry expedients? Non tali 
auxilio nec defenſoribus iftis tempus egit. The Hon. Gentle- 
man,” ſaid he, “ has unhandſomely alluded to an office lately 
beſtowed by his Majeſty, upon the moſt glorious of miniſters, 
a man whom, upon my honour, I love from my heart with the 
moſt fervent and fincere affection, though 1 am nearly un- 

known to him, for he never ſpeaks to me, nor JI to him. But 
when I reflect upon the prodigious ſacrifice he has made to 

public duty, by relinquiſhing the practice of a profeſſion from 
which ſuch talents muſt have obtained the greateſt emoluments, 
and the higheſt dignity, .I ſhould bluſh for my country if he 
was not placed in a ſtate of independence.” Mr. Drake 
boaſted of the honour of his affections to the city of Norwich. 
He did not believe that the poverty of the people of that place 
Vo“. HI. ; EE; Yo had 
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had ariſen from the war. He would reſerve to himſelf the 


right of revocation of all his preſent opinions; and, if proper, 
he would be proud to commit the ſame glorious, patriotic, 
moral, illuſtrious inconſiſtency, laid to the charge of an Hon. 


Gentleman (Mr. Windham). When that Hon. Gentleman 


varied his opinion, he had juſt reaſon for ſo doing. He con- 
cluded with ſome obſervations to ſhew that miniſters were 
men more intereſted in the preſervation of peace, than the pro- 


ſecution of a war, if a war was by any means avoidable; and 


that if ſinecure places or penſions were thought to be more 
than were neceſſary, this was, of all others, the moſt im- 
proper time for retrenchment. | : | 
Mr. Hobart admitted, that poſhbly the poor rates for the 
laſt quarter, for the city of Norwich, might have amounted 


to the rate of 20,0001. per annum. But he muſt obſerve, that 


at Chriſtmas laſt there was no one in Norwich, who had a 
mind to work, but could have procured employment z though, 
by an arbitrary edict of the Empreſs of Ruſſia, certain Nor- 
wich manufactures, among other things, were prohibited from 
being imported into her dominions. In conſequence of this 
Imperial edit, the manufacturers, to the number of 10,000, 
had been thrown out of employment. This, and not the war, 
was the cauſe of the increaſe of the poor rates. 

Mr. Hawkins Browne ſaid, he had given every attention in 


his power to the Hon. Mover's ſpeech: He conceived the mo- 
tion to have four grounds: Firſt, that the war was unneceſ- 
| ſary; he thought if there were no other ground of objection 


to the motion, that was a ſufficient:one ; becauſe, in agree- 
ing to it, they muſt contradict the ſeveral reſolutions and ad- 
drefles on the Journals, act contrary to the opinion of a great 
majority of the Houſe, and he truſted a much greater majority 


out of doors. The next point was that of voluntary contri- 


butions z he contended that, now the public ſpirit was called 
forth, it was not proper to diſtinguiſh one particular ſet of 
men from the reſt of their brethren, by making their contri- 
butions compulſory, whilſt thoſe of the others were voluntary. 
He ridiculed the idea that it would induce the miniſtry to put 
a more ſpeedy end to the conteſt with France, and contended, 
that what the miniſter enjoyed, was no more than the well- 
deſerved reward of the application of thoſe talents to the fer- 
vice of his country, which, applied in any other way, mult 
enſure him an ample fortune. The precedents quoted by the 
Hon. Mover, he inſiſted, did not apply, as the expences of 


the preſent day exceeded thoſe of the period of 1691 ſo much, 


that a man could afford, at that time, to live better on 500l. 
than he could at the preſent day on ioo. He reprobated the 
1 5 motion, 
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motion, in every point of view in which it could be taken, as 
uſeleſs and unneceſſar x. | | 345 
Ar. M. Montague declared the preſent motion to be of a 


dangerous tendency, as it was calculated to confirm the opi- 


nion which had been ſo much endeavoured to be promulgated 
in the various ſeditious publications which had gone forth to 


the People, that a greater ſum was paid for the Government 


by the People, than ſuch a Government was worth ; this he 
thought an opinion of a nature too alarming for that Houſe to 
give any ſanction to. In no government could men be found 
to act without reward, or the hope of a reward; and although 
it was reported that ſuch men were to be found in France, he 
had every reaſon to ſuſpect the contrary. 905 

He entered into an eulogium on the talents and exertions 
of the miniſter, for which he thought no ſum of money, how- 
ever great, was an adequate compenſation. He admitted his 
partiality for the Right Hon. Gentleman, but wiſhed to 


know it Gentlemen on the other ſide had not ſimilar attach- 
ments, and did not think ſome talents could not be too highly 


rewarded ? 


Mr. Curwen ſaid, in his opinion, if the Public did ſuſpect 
an expenditure of more money upon Adminiſtration than was 


really the caſe, that the Hon. Gentleman who propoſed the 
motion deſerved well, merely for his having afforded an o 

portunity for the elucidation of that ſubject. He conſidered x 
propriety of example; and how far it would contribute to re- 


move thoſe prejudices from the minds of the people, which 


the refuſal of it muſt otherwiſe confirm. After the extraordi- 
nary exertions of the Right Hon. Gentleman oppoſite, who 
had ſtrained the proceedings of 1782 to fit them to his pur- 
poſe, he conſidered the motion as extremely proper, and hoped 
it would paſs, leſt the Public ſhould regard thoſe extraordi- 
nary exertions, to which he alluded, as not made for patriotic. 


; purpoſes, but to gratify ſome {clfiſh deſire. He aſked why a 
Parliamentary Reform had been ſuggeſted, but becauſe of this 


general and prevalent idea of corruption ? Particular men were 
not the object of the queſtion then before them; it was of a 


general nature. He ſhould expect, if thoſe Gentlemen, in 


whom he placed a confidence (and which he did not think a 
very diſtant proſpect), were in power, that he ſhould exerciſe 
the ſame ability, and the ſame exertion, that he then did, for 
aitaining the ſame obpet. | When men in whom he had no 
confidence were in power, he feared, that, at ſome future 
period, thoſe perſons, who attempted to draw into precedent 


ine circular letter of 1782, as a ground for oppolits conduct 
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in 1794, might, by ſimilar ingenuity, torture the proceedings 
of that night into a precedent tor eſtabliſhing corrupt influence. 
'The charge of corruption upon Members of that Houſe exiſted 
upon their Journals, where it was directly ſaid, they had not 
come into that Houſe to ſerve their country, but under cor- 
rupt influence; and whence aroſe that corrupt influence? Af- 
ſuredly from the exiſtence of ſinecure places and penſions. It 
appeared extremely neceſſary, at this alarming and important 


criſis, that the diſpoſition of the burdens ſhould be equal, 


ſince every perſon more readily and more contentedly would 
bear his load, when he perceived it to be the common lot of 
all. What better demonſtration of unanimity could there be, 


than that of the patriots in 1691, which he recommended as 


a precepr ? Should it go forth, that, at this enlightened pe- 


riod, they were leſs attached to the ſafety and intereſts of our 


country than they were in 1691? Surely not; and therefore 
he hoped the Chancellor of the Exchequer did not mean to pats 
by it. What the means would be, or what the quantity of 


profit, he did not pretend to tell, but he would ſupport the 


motion; and he contended that thoſe Gentlemen who pro- 
poſed voluntary contributions, and great perſonal exertions in 


the preſent war, could never ſtate any ſolid objeCtion to it. 


Mr. Burke ſaid, the preſent propoſition was of fo ſingular and 
unprecedented a nature, that he could hardly believe the Hon, 
Mover was ſerious in his mode of treating it. Undoubtedly 


the great merit of a jeſt was the ſerious carriage and deport- 


ment of him who was the -author of it, who, while he made 
every one around him laugh, preſerved himſelf a grave aſpect. 
The Hon. Gentleman who had brought forward the preſent 
motion ſeemed to poſſeſs this talent in an eminent degree; for 
he had, in the moſt grave and ſerious language, brought forward 
2 propoſition at which he muſt not only laugh inwardly him- 
ſelf, but muſt know that others would laugh openly... - 

The motion ſeemed to be of a twofold nature, and might be 
conſidered in two points of view: 1ſt, as a queſtion of charity, 


and a2dly, as a queſtion of policy. It was held out as the cha- 


rity to relieve the diſtrefſed manufacturers of the country, but 


the policy was to relieve the diſtreſſed manufacturers of Acts 


of Parliament. He - ſuppoſed, when the Hon. Gentleman 
brought ſuch a motion forward, which was to be an object of 


revenue, and was to go in aid of the reſources of his country, 


that ſome calculation would have been produced to ſhew how 


much would be ſaved to the country by the propoſed retrench- 


ment; but no ſuch thing had been done. The charity was 
to be applied, he ſuppoſed, to the manufacturers mY __ 
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$ friends out of Parliament, ſome of which might be Members 
. of Parliament, for ought he knew, in want of employ. Ma- 
teriam ſuperabit opus. rs Uh 

t Having hunted this varying Proteus in every ſhape, they 
- now purfued/it to Norwich. Why was Norwich the particu- 
- lar object? What had become of the poor Spital-fields wea- 
t vers, for whom they had ſo lately raiſed ſubſcriptions? What 
t had they done? Or why had all the kingdom ſo ſunk in con- 
„ ſideration, that Norwich only drew compaſſion? The Gentle- 
d men were very compaſhonate indeed, eſpecially to the pour: 
f But their compaſſion reminded him of the late Queen Mother, 

3 who, when Somerſet Houſe was building, uſed to look at the 
8 proſpect on the Surry ſide of the water, and think of their 
- poor inhabitants, = | 

r | =—& Whoſe dwellings lie | . 
e 4 Firſt in her care, and always in her eye. f 

r He aſked what benefit could, on a reaſonable calculation, be 


eſtimated by this new ſyſtem of finance? He conceived the 
whole to be a mockery, and that the money raifed by it would 
not even purchaſe ſmall beer enough for the poor of Norwich 
for the ſupper of a ſingle night. A cry of Tes,'and Hear !]— 
Yes, yes, yes, and hear ! he ſaid; he wiſhed rather to hear the 
calculation. The propoſition in itſelf he conſidered to be of 
the moſt dangerous kind, as it went to a direct invaſion of the 
rights and properties of individuals; for the emoluments of 


e 


6 places held under the Crown were poſſeſſions as ſacred as that 
' of any landed property in the country; and a motion might 
1 as well be made for taking a certain part of the property of a 


man who poſſeſſed ten or twenty thouſand a year, which 
4 might be conſidered as a finecure, as he had done nothing for 
it; in fact every man who held any place of profit, by a legal 
title from the Crown, had as good a tenure as thar by which 
the Hon. Gentleman and his friends dared to bring forward 


af and maintain ſuch a motion— | : 

4 Mr. M. A. Taylor appealed to the Speaker. He ſaid he 

t thought every Member had a right to make a motion in that 

N Houſe; and Parliament had then the right to diſpoſe of it. 

A When ſuch language wis uſed as that they had dared to make 

* a motion, he certainly would call to order, and by his legal 

| information he knew that he was authoriſed to do fo. | 

0 The Chancellor of the Exchequer did not conceive that it was 

by competent in any Gentleman to interrupt another for want of 
order, when the Speaker, by permitting that Gentleman to go 
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ſeemed to him that he meant nothing more than the raſhneſs 


and indiſcretion of the Hon. Gentleman who made the mo- 
tion. | 5 95 

De Spealer ſaid, he was himſelf in doubt whether he ſhould 
have called the Right Hon. Gentleman to order when he uſed 
the term; but an idea that it was uſed as the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer had explained it, prevented him. He aſſured the 


* 


4 


Hon. Member (Mr. Taylor) who ſpoke to order, that if he 
had conſidered any violation of order to have been committed, 


Ee ſhould have interfered. + | 
Mr. Burke thanked the Speaker for his candour, and pro- 
ceeded. Since the word dare was ſo exceptionable, he ſaid, 


and as he was not that great Mr. Dare of whom every body had 


heard ſo much, he would not dare to provoke thoſe.daring and 
courageous Gentlemen again to call to order. He would call 
then their wiſdom and moderation of relieving the poor 
(words to which they could not, would not, have objections), 
a mor? dangerous and ruinous propoſition than he had ever 
heard of. He not only avowed his contempt, but abhorrence, 
of this drcadful beginning, which opened to a more fatal ifſue. 


Theſe Gentlemen, in their wiſdom and moderation, and 


through compaſſion for the poor, were beginning the ſame 
plan for the deſtruction of all property as had been begun in 
France. There the firſt ſteps began on the pretext of reliev- 


ing the poor, with the abolition of places, and the robbery of 


the clergy ; next after that came on the feizure'of landed, and 
aiterwards of monied, property; ſo that at length things were 
come to ſuch a miſerable paſs in that unhappy country, that 
a peafant could not call a baſket of eggs, nor a pail of milk, his 
own, He would, therefore, always negative every beginning that 
bad a tendency to ſhake the ſettled order of things. The pre- 
ſent appeared to him to be a dreadful beginning: It was alſo a 
ulelel one. It was beggary aſſiſting beggary, and perfectly 
ridieulaus. He compared it to an egg, which was, indeed, but 
a paltry thing, but no one could tell preciſely what an egg 
might produce. 3 | „ 

He wiſhed them to ſtate what the places were to be thus 
taxed, and what the ſums would amount to. He was ſure 
that, if the Government had no better reſources than theſe, 


they mult ſoon put an end to the war. When he conſidered 


the ethcient offices, he confidered alſo the dignity of neceſſity 
attached to them. Miniſters were fugitive ray 2. here to- 


day, and gone to-morrow. Mankind itſelf was fo, and there- 
fore efhicient offices muſt have efficient means, or the bufineſs 


would be negleted. A State muſt be ſupported by abilities, 
There 


and abilities by rank and appearance. 
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There was an old-faſhioned author, whom he ſuppoſed the 


Hon. Gentleman who made the motion would treat as a 


ſtrange, dogmatical; contemptible fellow (he meant Livy, the 


hiſtorian), who, ſpeaking of ſome foreign ambaſſidors that had 


arrived at Rome, ſays, Our nation may be the pooreſt upon 
earth, it is true; but what magiſtrates or ambaſſadors of any 
country ever made a more noble or a-more dignified appear- 


ance ?” They were convinced the dignity of the nation ſhould 


be maintained, whatever might be the poverty of the people. 


Let any perſon reflect within himſelf, if in private life 
the maſter does not judge for himſelf, whether he would give 


the ſame. wages to his game-keeper as his footman, and his 
footman as his grooms... Does any Gentleman give the ſame 


wages to a boy in his ſtable as to his cook, who entertains his 


ſriends when they join in feſtivity with him, and who are not 


certainly called to order ? Men .in office muſt; ſupport their 


rank, they have expences of a different nature to thoſe of ordi- 
nary people; they have their condition, dignity, duties and 
importance of their ſituation to regard. Thus, then, a Firſt 
Lord of the Treaſury, the chief and moſt important office be- 


longing to his Majeſty, was to receive no more than 20001. a- 


year. For his part, he believed the ſalaries of the ſervants of 
the Crown were far from being adequate to their ſervices; 
the Crown had no mode of providing for them as formerly, as 
Lord Saliſbury and other great miniſters had been. He in- 


ſtanced Lord Somers having at one time received 35,000. for 


his ſervices, and deſervedly, He was not able to ſet any pre- 


ciſe value upon the abilities of any man. What could any 


man think would be an adequate compenſation for the entire 


application of ſuch talents as Mr. Erſkine's, which he (Mr. B.) 


certainly rated very high ? he could not form any judgment 
upon the matter. He, therefore, that would hold out fuch a 


dangerous doctrine as the profents only robbed the poor, and 


unhinged that ſtructure which protected them. And if thoſe 


Gentlemen, who pretended to be ſuch ſriends to the poor, 


would club together, they could raiſe more from their own 
private fortunes than could be gained by the propoſed Bill. 
He contended, that, as a meaſure of reſource, the meaſure was 
trifling and inadequate z as a matter of policy, miſtaken. It 
had not even the merit of being original: One ſimilar to it 
had been formerly propoſed, and he oppoſed it, as he would 
the preſent, which was vain and futile, tending to injure the 
poor; ſince it could have no other effect than that of making 
the poor believe that Government was doing every thing to 
plunge them into miſery for its own ends. If the poor were 
to be relieved in no other manner, then let them ſubmit to the 
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will of God. No perſons were ſo deſerving of rewards as la- 
bourers for the public. To take from the preſent labourers, 


he thought, would be a great injuſtice ; and he verily believed, 
that, were the propoſed Bill to be adopted, the printing and 
paper would coſt more than every thing that could be gained 
by ir. | OPER OP | | 

"ho alſo conſidered this motion as deluſive to the people; 
and ſuppoſed, that, if Ruſſia ſhould again give orders for the 
importation of Norwich manufactures into her dominions, 


that miniſterg were to have their falaries back again. It was 


curious to obſerve, that the accidental and fluQuating circum- 
ſtances of manufactures and of commerce were always made 
a ground of imputation on the executive government. Muſt 
the conſtitution, and the regulation of the ſtate, be ſuſpended 


every time that any foreign power choſe to prohibit the im- 
portation of any manufacture, which might occaſion a tem- 


porary diſtreſs? Money was not the means whereby diſtreſſed 


manufacturers were to be relieved; to give them money would 


be to make them idle, and prevent their return to induſtry. If 
they chanced, by misfortune, to fall into poverty or diltreſs, 
their ſole relief muſt be from Heaven. la 

Mr. Burke in the courſe of his ſpeech ſaid, in anſwer to 
Mr. Coke's ſareaſm upon the miniſter's mode of coming into 


power, that it mattered not how he came in, or how he would 


go out, as far as related to the preſent ſubject; that it was the 
peculiar province of the Crown to meaſure and diſtribute the 
proportion of rewards to the merits of its ſervants ; and he was 
aſtoniſhed that the Houſe ſhould be called upon to interfere in 
a matter not within the ſcope of their ordinary functions. He 
continued to remark, that in his time he had ſeen many great 
men leave the ſtage with lean and inadequate fortunes. Per- 
haps it was expected that great men ſhould ſerve the>Public as 
they are commanded to ſerve God Almighty, with all their 
heart, with all their mind, with all their foul, and with all ther 


firength. He concluded by obſerving, that he came down to 


that Houſe as it ſuited his humour; that he gave his opinions 
backward and forward without controul, pro conſilio defenſu, as 
well as /e defendendo;; therefore he ſhould reprobate the mo- 
tion in foto. | | | . 

Mr. Sheridan followed, and declared, that, notwithſtanding 
the ſingular language held by the Right Hon. Gentleman who 


had juſt ſat down, he would dare to defend the meaſure pro- 


poſed, and ſubject himſelf to the imputation ſo liberally be- 
ſtowed by that Right Hon. Gentleman upon all who ſhouid 
think ſeriouſly in its favour. Before, however, he proceeded 
to a diſcuſſion of the queſtion, he could not avoid congratu- 
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ating certain Gentlemen on the other fide of the Houſe on the 
filence which they preſerved upon the occafion, and which ap- 
peared ſo characteriſtic: of thoſe ſentiments which no doubt 
they would evince by their deciſion. . If they had been ſilent, 
however, they did not appear abſolutely void of ſenſibility; 
for when the Hon. Gentleman ſtated to them precedent in 
juſtification of his motion, they ſtared as if they had heard of 
ſome antiquated tale of the virtuous days of Greece or Rome, 
not the conduct which this country had ever adopted or put in 
practice. Adverting to the arguments juſt advanced by the 
Right Hon. Gentleman, he confeſſed he felt a degree of aſto- 


niſhment that was inconceivable ; and particularly ſo, as com- 
ing from him of all men living: Nor could he, without having 
heard him, have believed it poſſible he could poſſeſs ſo abſolute 


an oblivion of all that had paſt, and in which he had himſelf 
hone ſh confpichouſiy.: , & 3552 

The Right Hon. Gentleman had thought proper to rebuke 
the Seconder of the motion for apo ty. the mode in which 
the miniſter had come into power, and faid, of what conſe- 
quence was it how one came in, or how he went out? Did he 
himſelf ſo totally forget thoſe ſentiments: which he had ſo 
firmly recorded, and by which he had branded to all poſterity 
the mode in which that miniſter had Pen himſelf of his 
preſent ſtation ? He had alſo expreſſed his aſtoniſhment at the 
idea of that Houſe attempting to meaſure the proportion of 
rewards which the Crown was to diſtribute. Did he again 
forget that he had himſelf done preciſely the ſame thing, when 
he brought forward the Bill known by his name, and which 
reflected ſo much honour on him, for regulati and limiting 
the Civil Liſt of the Crown; and in which he had reſtricted 
the amount of the ſalaries, or rewards, which were to be an- 
nexed to various offices; among the reſt, to his on of Pay- 
maſter to the Forces, which he reduced to a ſalary of 4000 l. 
per annum? The miniſter had acted upon à former occaſion: 
in like manner, and upon the ſame principle, when he limited 


the ſalaries of the Firſt Lord of the Treaſury, the Secretaries 


of State, and other great Officers; in both initances trenching 
upon the aſſerted right of the Crown. Did the Right Hon. 
Gentleman mean to aſſert that the Crown poſſeſſed the ſole 
right of Judgin what rewards were to be beſtowed upon pub- 
lic ſervants; if he did; he would aſk him who it was that is 
obliged to pay thoſe rewards? He had put the caſe of a pri- 
vate family, and aſked whether the maſter was not the proper 
judge in the diſtribution of rewards; and if thoſe rewards 
ſnould be the ſame im all clafles of his ſervants? That ſort of 
caſe was by no means analogouis 
Vol. III. | 8 In 
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In order to bring it to ſome ſort of analogy, the Right Hon. 
Gentleman ſaid that no perſon had the right to limit the ſala- 
ries of any of the efficient officers, but that it ought to be left 
to him who employs them. Did he mean his G ? Whoſe 
was the money? If his Majeſty hired them as his eſpecial ſer- 
vants, and paid them as ſuch, he would have the indiſputable 
privilege of limitation; but when he came to Parliament for 
the ſupplies with which they are to be paid, it was evident that 
the money is the public money; that they are the public ſer- 
vants; and that even the Parliament are the ſervants of the 
People, as the Parliament is obliged to recur to the 7 for 
the means of making good their own votes of ſupply. To ſay 
that the ſalaries of miniſters and placemen are only limitable 
by his Majeſty, he ſaid, he ſhould not heſitate to pronounce 
one of tlie moſt unconſtitutional and dangereus declarations 
ever uttered. He would take the liberty of afſerting, that the 
firſt executive magiſtrate was inveſted with no ſuch arbitrary 
diſcretion ;- the firſt magiſtrate ahdeall his miniſters were paid 
by the People, it was therefore the duty of their Repreſenta- 
tives in Parliament to watch over the manner in which their 
money was laid out; and negligence in this reſpect might ex- 
cite as much indignation among the people, as the extraordi- 
nary number of places and penſions which miniſters and their 
adherents at preſent enjoyed. He was ready to adopt the 
principle of his compariſon, and to agree that, in both caſes, 
_ who pay, were the proper judges of what ſhould be 
| 7 The next. principle upon which: the Right Hon. Gentleman 
oppoſed the preſent motion, was on account of the diſcontent 
which the [expoſure of the numberleſs places enjoyed, might 
occaſion throughout the country at the preſent time. The 
Right Hon. Gentleman aſſerted, that the propoſition under 
conſideration would embarraſs Government und the Country; 
although, in the time of the American war, he had ſaid, that 
all the calamities brought on the country by that war were 
_—_— finecure places, penſions, and offices, and that his 
own Bill at that time was meant to deſtroy fuch miſchievous 
means of influence in the hands of the Crown, which! were 
employed as bribes to ſeduce Members of that Houſe from 
their duty to their conſtituents. The principal and leading 
feature upon which his Bill proceeded, was to ſhew: the evils 
attendant on enormous places, and to produce reform in thoſe 
evils, by aboliſhing a number of thoſe places. Where, at that 
time, was his tenderneſs, when he ſet ſo many adrift unpro- 
vided for and unproteCted ? The public good he called it, 
which he conſidered as paramount to every other conſidera- 
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tion, and to which he then thought that every other conſidera- 
tion was to give way. a2 4 th 157 | 
The Right Hon. Gentleman had thought proper to ridicule 
the preſent motion, becauſe he conceived the ſaving it would 
produce would be but trifling. Did he himſelf conſider the 
ſaving which his Bill was to produce, as forming no object of 
attention? And yet he would affirm, that the utmoſt extent of 
ſavings under that Bill was contemptible, and as nothing, com- 
pared to what might be produced by the meaſure now pro- 
poſed. The Right Hon. Gentleman had talked of the amount 
of the places and ſinecures propoſed to be applied to the pub- 
lic ſervioe by this Bill, as not greater than would afford the 
poor of Norwich ſmall beer to their ſuppers. If the fact were 
ſo, the poor of Norwich were the moſt immoderate ſwillers of 
ſmall beer that ever exiſted; but, in fact, if the amount ſaved 
were well applied, it would afford a comfortable ſupport for a 
great ſhare of the poor of thg whole kingdom. : 
To thoſe who aſſerted that nothing could be gained by the 
Bill, he would point but ſome few places; and he believed 
there was no one who knew the value of them ſo well as the 
Hon. Gentleman oppoſite him. One Nobleman in this coun- 
try (the late Duke of Newcaſtle) had received half a million 
of the people's money, in the ſingle place of Auditor of the 
Exchequer. Half a million, he. obſerved, would feed all the 
huſbandmen in England and their families for a full twelve- 
month; and that order of people, though low in rank, was 
high in value, politically conſidered, becauſe they were the in- 
duſtrious bees, who helped the hive, and collected and made 
the honey. It had likewiſe; been ſaid, that we were not, upon 
this occaſion, to make any reference to the actual ſituation and 
circumſtances of the country, or upon that aecount to make 
any deduction from the actual amount of theſe places and 
penſions, He would, however, leave the Houſe to judge with 
what propriety that argument could come from men who were 
perpetually declaiming on the important objects which this 
war embraced, telling the country for every thing that can be 
dear to the heart of man, and the willingneſs with which we 


ought to ſacrifice our lives and our fartunes in its ſupport. 
Obſerving here an Hon. Member (Mr. Roſe) writing, Mr. 
Sheridan humorouſly claimed the aſſiſtance of a Gentleman 
ſo well qualified to make ſuch calculations 3 and obſerved, that 
if a more nice account ſhould reduce: the total to two or three 
hundred thouſand pounds; there would be no great room for 
triumph. It was à notable method to ſay that Government 
could not be carried on if tuch places ware aboliſned. An 
Hon. Gentleman (Mr. 9 whoſe practice it vas to ſpeak 
LET | 5 In 
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in the higheſt ſtrain of exaggeration, by raiſing climax above * 
climax, had declared that every thing in the country was at fi 
ſtake—vur liberty, religion, vitality, and a great number fe 
of other alities. If that was the caſe, why did not men vo- 2M 
luntarily come forward, and give up a part of their places and m 
penſions as a ſubſcription. to ſupport the war? | dit 
He particularly reprobated the practice of thoſe, who, upon gl 
the preſent, as on all other oceaſions, eſpecially Parliamentary pr 
Reform, affected to reprobate any attempt at amendment, a 
under the pretext that a meaſure good in itfelf and in its hie 
principle might be abuſed into a cauſe of evil by being carried a} 
too far. If, as had been fo pompouſly diſplayed upon various 32 
occaſions, every thing we held dear was at ſtake, was it ſo wil 
©, ugg to call on thoſe who gained moſt by the preſent poc 
iyſtem to give up a part for the preſervation of the remain- por 
der? Or what ſhould we ſay of that moſt unparliamentary wh; 
and unconſtitutional meaſute, the General Subſcriptions ? At vag 
all events they would be a bad criterion by which to judge of Rip 
the public {ſpirit ; for he would be bold to ſay, that, the ſum 400 
total of all that ſhould be raiſed by that mode, would not he 7 


amount to what might be ſaved in the ſuppreſſion of ſinecures. 
Take the whole amount of them throughout the kingdom, and 
they would not he found to exceed 200,000. notwithſtanding 
every exertion of influence and authority which had been uſed. 
In the county of Leiceſter, which no one would fay was a diſ- 
loyal county, no more than 2600l. had been already raiſed, 
Goo of which was given by the Duke of Beaufort. He did 
not believe the miniſter meant to repeat this experiment next 
year, nor yet to admit that public ſpirit was evaporated: There 
therefore could be no truth in the inſinuation that the French 
would ſuppoſe our reſources exhauſted: by the meaſure propoſ- 
ed by the Hon. Gentleman who had — forward the 
motion; but, on the contrary, they would ſee greater cauſe 
to dread us when they beheld us cutting up corruption by the 
root: It would prove to them the determination of this coun- 
try to perſevere in the war, by reſorting to the moſt eifectual 
means of enabling themſelves to ſupport its expences. When 
he heard the miniſter and others deſcribing, in ſuch high-flown 
terms, the zcal with which the public ſpirit promotes the pre- 
ſent ſubſcription, he ſhould have been (conſidered! as paying 
ſome Gentlemen a bad compliment, if he were to eſtimate by 
their fortunes the amount of their ſubſcriptions z eſpecially 
when he ſaw ſome, who were fo liberal in their praiſes and 
panegyric, had annexed to their names the paltry! ſum of gol. 
If, as was aſſerted, it was neceſſary for our exiſtence ta con- 
quer the French, we muſt do ĩt by beating them at their on 
1 = | weapons 
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weapons, and, like them, it would be neceſſary to make con- 
ſiderable ſacriſices. A Noble Eat! (Mornington) bad upon 4 
former debate ſtated that property to the amount of 400. ga 
year was effective only to the amount of 1 20l., and he wiſhed 

miniſters and gentlemen, holding places, to adopt this propo- 

ſition, which, at four — . (and he ſhould be Gncerely 
glad if that were, the longeſt duration of the conteſt), would 
produce no inoonſiderable income. For inſtance, if, a Noble 
Couſin of the Miniſter (the Marquis of Buckingham), aut of 


his place of Teller of the Exchequer, were to give up 80. 


a year, in four years 8oool. annually would make a ſum of 
32,090l., which would not only ſupply the poor of Norwich 
with ſmall beer, but give comfortable meals to many of. the 
poor people of the country, by whoſe labour we were. { 


ported; and then there would be no more talk about ſedition, 


which, if it ever did exiſt,” muſt have, ariſen from the extra- 
vagance and prodigality of miniſters. Another couſin, of the 
Right Hon. Gentleman (Lord Grenville) might alſo. appl 

4000l. the amount of his place of Ranger of the Park, which 
he affected not to make uſe of, but which, notwithſtanding, 


he would aſſert was in fact no ſaving at all to the Public. The 


other Secretary of State, out of his multiplied places of Trea- 
ſurer of the Navy, Preſident of the Board of Cantroa!, &. 
might devote the profits of one of thoſe places at ſeaſt to the 
lame patriotic purpeſe. To theſe might be added with, per- 
haps, ſingular propriety, .a part of the profits of the Hon. 
Gentleman (Mr. Roſe) who was ſo expert at calculatian, 
and who upon this ſubject poſſeſſed an experience and a fogrce 
of knowledge not inferior to any of them. Here Mr. Sheri- 
dan ſtated that he had juſt had put into his hand a lift of the 
places enjoyed by that Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Roſe), but 
which being £06 long, he- ſhould decline to ſtate. However, 
upon 2 cry of“ Read! read“ he proceeded to enumerate as 
follows: Clerk of the Parliament; Maſter of the Pleas; Sur- 
veyor of the Green Wax; Secretary to the Treaſlury—a place, 
no doubt, well known to many Gentlemen of that Houle, Here 
heſitating, and the cry of Read !”” being repeated, he wiſhed 
to know whether the Hon. Gentleman was greedy for more, 
after having heard four enumerated; in ſact, there were two 
more on the paper, but being written with a pencil, he could 
not make them out. He looked at Mr. Roſe, and with ſome 


humour demanded whether he was guilty or ot guilty. —(A 


loud; laugh, Ad H wag 1% Sven az r e err bed 

Returning to the ſubject before them, .be obſerved, that he 
miniſter was much in the habit of boaſting. of the flouriſhing 
ate of our commerce during this war; but he denied apy ths 
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boaſt had any real foundation, if we attended to the difference 


between the preſent and the late war. In the late war we 


were engaged in a conteſt with four nations, whoſe maritime 
exertions were reſpectively powerful; in this war we had to con- 
tend but with one, whoſe marine was at leaſt crippled, if not 
annihilated. The ſtate likewiſe of our manufactures was a 
boaſt equally unfounded ; for the obſervations of the Gentle- 
man (Mr. Coke) who ſeconded the motion were not, as aſſert- 
ed, confined to'Norwich, but extended to the whole kingdom, 
throughout which the manufacturer was ſtarving, and who 


could be rendered ſerviceable only by being made a ſoldier again. 


That Houſe had been every year accuſtomed to hear the 


miniſter make a boaſt of the reduction of the national debt; 
he would aſk therefore, When any thing ſubſtantial in that way 
was to take place? The anſwer was obvious; it was a dream 
which never could be realized. By the promiſes held out, we 
were to arrive at a peace eſtabliſhment, that is, our income was 
to equal our expenditure, beſide the annual million towards 


the reduction of the debt, and the 200,000l. ſurplus. That 


period, notwithſtanding theſe ſplendid promiſes, never had 
vet arrived; and he would affirm, in the moſt poſitive terms, 
by the event of this war never could come: Becauſe, if peace 
were happily eſtabliſhed the next day, our eſtabliſhments, 
whether military, naval, or civil, would be conſiderably higher 
than ever. Would the miniſter ſay that our reſources would 
increaſe in any proportion? He was ſure he could not 
venture ſuch an aſſertion. Another principle called for their 
ſerious attention. The miniſter had formerly come forward 
with a pompous diſplay of a plan, by which, on any future war, 
it would be neceſſary to fund the debt neceſſary to be contracted 
in ſuch a manner, that the whole of it ſhould” be paid within 
a certain period. This principle he had'certainly' adhered to 
upon the firſt occaſion that offered aſter its adoption. But 
had he perſevered in it upon the preſent occaſion? No ſuch 
thing! It was abandoned and gone for ever, and with it the 
moſt diſtant proſpect of a reduction of the national debt had 
vaniſhed. On the contrary, they had nothing ta look to in 
the future but, as in the paſt, the plea of neceſſity, brought 
on from time to time, to juſtify or excuſe the repetition of 
new loans. What proſpect was there of our debt being re- 
duced, when, in a period of ten years peace, the miniſter, 
-whoſe economy and financial abilities were ſo much extolled, 
had not been able to arrive at the peace eſtabliſhment which 
had been ſettled by a committee of that Houſe ? That pro- 
miſed day for the reduction of the debt would never ſhine, 
even in proſpect, again. 03 I 3* 25 
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An Honourable Member (Mr. Drake), after a panegyric 
on the merits of inconſiſtency, which ſeemed to be now the 
only. feature and, charaQeriſtic. of ſuperior. talents, claimed 
the right hereafter, / notwithſtanding his oppoſition, to the pre- 


| ſent motion, to vote for the entire. abolition of all ſinecure 


places. He did not mean to diſpute that right with him now, 
any more than he did the right which he had claimed on a for- 
mer occaſion, to be animated if her pleaſed ; he ſhould only 
content himſelf with declaring his ſatisfaction of being of the 
number of that dull phlegmatic deſcription of men, who boaſt of 
uniformity of principle and practice, which he truſted would 
ever diſtinguiſh thoſe with whom he had. the honour. and the 
happineſs to act. Gentlemen, who were alarmed with the idea 
of the novelty, of the preſent motion, oe pegged leave to re- 
mind, that in February 1783, the preſent Chancellor of the 
Exchequer moved, in conformity to his Majeſty's ſpeech, for 
leave to bring in a Bill, which was, in effect, but a continu- 
ance of that which reflected ſo much honqur on a Right Hon. 
Gentleman (Mr. Burke). Of preciſely the ſame nature was 
the preſent motion, which was not, as aſſerted by that Gentle- 
man, an attack upon places held for liſe, but, in the words 
of the motion itſelf, referring to certain places: What thoſe 
ſhould be, which ſhould be the object of the Bill, the Com- 
mittee alone could decide. Thus the whole of that part of the 
argument of the Right Hon. Gentleman upon that topic fell 
to the ground. For theſe reaſons, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he 
ſhould give his decided approbation and ſupport to the motion 
before the Houſe, + | | | 


Mr. Roſe ſaid, © The rebuke for my filence from the Member | 
who ſpoke laſt is ſomewhat unexpected, as the matter in de- 


bate appeared to be of a nature more fit to be diſcuſſed by 
perſons leſs intereſted in the reſult than myſelf; but the man- 
ner in which I have been called upon compels me to obtrude 
myſelf on the notice of the Houſe. _ In 

«The Hon. Member has ſuggeſted that on former occaſions. 
the zeal for reform has led to the ſuppreſſion of offices, with- 
out any conſideration whatever for the parties who held them, 
and has referred to the conduct held on thoſe occaſions as 
inconſiſtent with the oppoſition to the preſent motion. This 


obſervation, ſeemed to be directed moſt immediately to a | 


Right Hon. Gentleman *, better able, beyond all compaxiſon, 
to vindicate himſelf than I can pretend to be; but as he has 
already ſpoken in the debate, I cannot, after hearing this ob- 
ſervation, reſiſt calling the attention of the Houſe to the 


- 4 


75 1 Mr. Burke. OY 5 


ſection b 


236 | 
ſection of the Act generally known by the deſcription of 


Mr. Burke's Bill, which expreſsly provides that compenſation 
might be granted to perſons who ſhould be deprived of their 


fituations, or ' impaired in their incomes by the regulations 
made under the authority of that Act; in conſequence of which, 
ample compenſations had been made to a very large amount. 
The Right Hon. Gentleman has alſo choſen to ſuppoſe, that 


the language now held by the ſame Right Hon. Gentle- 


man, refpefting the right of the Crown and the controuling 
power of Parliament, is inconfiftent with the principles of 
which he formerly boaſted. - I need only remark; that the 
right of the Crown to apportion, in the firſt inſtance, ſalaries 
and rewards, had never been denied by the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman alluded to when ſubjects of this fort had before been 
under the conſideration of the Houſe, nor was it now meant 
_ to diſpute the general controul of this Houſe, as to the propor- 
tion or amount of what individuals ſhould receive for their 
jabours, if, on confideration, the cafe appears, in their diſ- 
cretion, to call for the exercife of ſuch power 
“The warmth expreſſed by the Hon. Gentleman reſpecting 
the immenſe ſum acquired by a Noble Duke, lately deceaſed *, 
from an office held by him, was not called for, as' the income 
of that very office in future had been regulated by Parliament, 
and reduced to that fixed amount which, on full confideration, 
was thought to be reaſonable. The Hon, Gentleman, how- 
ever, could not be ignorant that, although the emoluments of 
the office were large, they aroſe from known and eſtabliſned 
fees, and were legally due to the poſſeſſor of it; and he might 


perhaps have recollected another employment + (alſo reform- 


ed at the ſuggeſtion of the Right Hon: Gentleman, whoſe 
conduct he has animadverted upon} ' from which a large for- 
tune had been acquired in a manner not-altogether fo unex- 
ceptionable as in the other inſtance; and he eould not be. 
ignorant that no ſuch acquifition can in future be made in 
either of the ſituations, or indeed in any other under Govern- 
ment. ; e <1 | OT 


* * 6 


The Hon. Gentleman had complained that the ſubſcriptions 
for the internal defence of the country have hitherto been 


confined moſtly to placemen. It is a whimſical objection to 
come from one who contends that perſons of that deſtription 
ſhould ever be compelled to contribute more than other ſub- 
jects of the country; that what they have already voluntarily 
thewn a diſpoſition to give, is too much. He really ſeems de- 
ſirous, in that reſpect, to put them in a worſe ſituation than 


* The late Duke of Næweaſtle. + That of Paymaſter 1 
| | die 
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the unhappy people of France, who had at leaſt an opportu- 
nity given them by their rulers of ſubſcribing to a voluntary 
loan before they are compelled to contribute to a forced one *. 
«In this debate, as well as in former ones on the ſame ſubject, 
much has been ſaid of the large amount of the incomes derived 
by perſons from offices and employments; the ſtate of this 
queſtion is, however, conſiderably 3 ſince it was laſt 
under the conſideration of the Houſe. Some of the circum- 
ſtances bearing upon it, Gentlemen cannot be particularly in- 
formed of, and others are not likely to be in their recollection; 
—aconciſe ſtatement of them will ſhew that important ſavings 
have been effected in the public expenditure, as well as great 
tetrenchments of unneceſſary employments under the Crown. 


Under Mr. Burke's Hill in 1182. Suppreſſion of Offices under 


| The Crown, 
Offices above £500 a year. Offices under ¶ 500 a year, 5 
No. 37 = £43,600 a year No. 97 - £713,900 a year. 
| - "37 . » '£44,600"ayear. N 
97 - 13,900 a year. 
_ 234 £57,500 | „ 
Under Regulations. of the Treaſury, confirmed by his Majeſty. © 


Offices above L506 a year. 8 Offices under £500 a year, 
No. 3 2, 156 a year No. 141 £11,469 a year. 
1 3 - £ 2,156 Eye * 4 
141 - 11,469 


144 (43625 
Mr. Burke's Bill - 134 - £57,500 
Subſequent Regulations 14463 13,625 


5 i enn 
Employments ſubſtituted or created to do the Buſineſs of theſe 


| ſuppreſſed. WE Fat I ab 
Above ¶ 500 a year. 55 . Under 500 a year. 
No.5 (3,538 a year. No. 57 + £7391 a year. 
5 23 63,538 00 
AT... 


FIT 
| 62 r, 
vide Lord Mornington's Speech on the 23ſt of January 1794. 
Vor. III. 5 8 Offices 
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Offices ſuppreſſed = 278 725 bo 

Do. ſubſtituted or created 62 . N 19,909. 
216 „60,216 
. Exchequer Regulating Act in 1782. 


. The principal Offices of the Exchequer had emolu. | ee 
ments in time of war to the amount of £45 3 
They are now regulated as follows, as they fall in: | 
| Auditor — - _ 4000 
Four Tellers 10, 80 
Pells 9 3,000 
Eftabliſhments in lieu) 
of Chamberlaing, 1,000 | | 
&c. about — 18,800 
3 26,500 


The two Chamberlains, Tally Cutter, and the Uſhers' employ- 
ments are * after the death of the preſent poſſeſſors, 


Penſions, 
In 1783, exclufive of foreign miniſters - C111, 583 


In 1794, exclufive of Po. 744721 
Deduct Parliamentary £4,557 | 
Contingent, not now? |, 5 : 5 7 
97 | 
payable $5754 68,667 


£42,916 


Ladies of the Impreſs. 


Average value of their incomes for 3 years, including 
Deputies, Clerks, &c. previous to the abolition 25 7 445241 
their employments 


Five Commiſſioners for auditing public accounts, 11,500 
Clerks, Insidents, and all expenoet — 
£ 32,741 


The late Auditors have £9 7000 a year each (as a compenſation for the 
emoluments of which they were deprived) during their lives. 


Sinecure Offices i in the Cuftoms, _ 
1 ſince 1784. nd 

No. 38 - FZ 10,600 a year. 
| * VideReports of Commiſſioners of Public Accounts. 


Will fall in as the Poſſeſſors de. 
No. 86 - £38,403 a _ 
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cn Arrangement of Exciſe Officers in 1789. 

There was then a reduction of officers and falaries as follow : 
A ſaving to the above amount was effected, notwithſtandin 
the ſalaries of the remaining officers were conſiderably augmant- 
ed, to put them more out of the reach of temptation, and to 
enable them to live without being corrupt. An increaſe of 
officers neceſſarily took place when the tobacco duty was put 
under the management bf the Exciſe. But there are ſtill be- 
tween four and five hundred fewer officers than there were in 
1784; although the amount of the revenue is nearly a third part 

mos Dat. 42 


« Theſe were all actual reduktions, tlie benefit of which to 


the Public is clear and apparent ; but there are other meaſures 
of ſtill more importance, whether conſidered with relation to 
the public purſe, or to the influence of the Crown and its 
miniſters, particularly during war, and therefore ſo connected 
with the preſent * jon, at to render ſome allufion to them 
not improper on the preſent oceaſion. W f ae Sift ect 

In the laſt war, from 1776 to 1783, incluſive, there were 
loans tq the amount of £72,815,000 in money. Theſe loans 
were al of them ſettled by a private bargain between the ſub- 
{cribers and the miniſter, and diſtributed as he thought proper, 
without affording an opportunity for competition, and conſe- 
quently without taking the chance of obtaining the cheapeſt 


terms for the Public. The profits to the ſubſcribers were va- 


rious : During the firſt three years they were very ſmall, not 
however becauſe thg bargain was favourable to the Public, but 
becauſe the loans were diſtributed to perſons, 'many of whom 
had not the means of making depoſits z which confequently led 
to large ſums being carried ſuddenly into the-market, and the 
value being depreciated. The loſs to the Public however, 
from the want of competition, was equally miſchieyous, From 
1778 to 1782 incluſive, the premium in a few weeks after the 
opening (as ſoon, in ſhort, as the market revived from the de- 
reſſion of the firſt ſales) fluctuated from 11 to 137 per cent. 
t has been the uniform conduct of my Right Honograble 


Friend, in all the occafions of this nature, which have occurred 


fince he has been in adfniniftration, to invite public compe- 
tition. The agreement has always been made with the loweſt 
bidders. Government have had nothing to do with the diſtri- 
bution of the loan, and the ſubſcribers have received only a 
moderate bonus in the preſent year, hardly more than from 
one to two per cent. In this view of the ſubje&, it is an ex- 
tremely moderate calculation, to ſuppoſe the bargains made 
under the new mode of Wt of the loan to the go 
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who ſhall at a public bidding, in the preſence of the governor 
and deputy governor of the Bank, offer the beſt terms to be 
effected, at the rate of at leaſt, 61. per cent. more to the ad- 
vantage of the Public than under the old. On that calculation 
there is a ſaving on the loan of this year (amounting to eleven ; 
neee, 7h 
& Lotteries have for many years paſt alſo been diſpoſed of in calle 
like manner, to the higheſt bidder, and from that ſource a pro- ther 
fit has been derived to the Public of 265, oool. a year, on the to b 
average of the laſt eight end. „ ho e roomy tirel 
« The uſual profit on lotteries in times of peace formerly, when it is 
treated for ſeparately, was 150, oool. An advantage from this had 
ſource therefore has been derived to the Public to the amount beer 
%%% y th of dt ts rily 
cc Loans were however not the only means miniſters had wit! 
made uſe of in former wars, for the benefit of ſuch indiyiduals war 
as they choſe to ſelect. Contracts. and commiſſion buſineſs perl 
were another fruitful ſource of favour and influence, _ prel 
In the laſt war there was paid to perſons } ?? 1 
under contract and on commiſſion * f £ T 74k 764000. wa 
oF Of which on commiſſion A 12,7 34,000 | em] 
er 7 | j 1 4 # >7* | ht s Be diſt 
©  £4:388,000 moi 
| „ ũ % Wing ia. wo yg 6/7 to 2 
The ſums paid to perſons executing ? . ſpe 
the buſineſs on commiſſion © + hat 2 ar out ma! 
 Suppoling a profit of 5l. per cent on the }_ | wo 
remaining 4,380,000l. which is pro- & 219,000 in | 
bably much below the truth | 8 Tu 
| | bs Ot £ 409, 00 tha 
which is ſomething more than 80,0001, a year on the average, 3 
including the low years at the beginning of the war, conte- yy 
quently conſiderably more at the end of it, e che 
<« In addition to all theſe actual ſavings and economical mea- 2 6 
ſures, other important advantages have been ſecured to the coun- pee 
try within the period alluded to, by the public expenditure be- wh 
Ing leſſened, to a degree extremely difficult to calculate in time wh 
of war, under the preſent mode of auditing the public accounts, = 
= In 1783 there was money unaccounted Y wit 
| Y for, which had been iſſued to principal the 


and ſub-accountants within 20 years pre- & 171,000,000 _ 
ecding, to the amount of ' — eto SO 


+8 


of 


- — 
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Of which there has ſince been accounted | 
for, the um k „ 135, ooo, ooo 


And balances paid into the Exchequer}  _ 9 5 
by accounts to the amount of more den Loe 
© Unfortunately, in former periods, perſons were very ſeldom 

called on to render accounts of ſums, however large, iſſued to 
them: But if at any time they were, or they choſe voluntarily 
to bring their accounts in, the examination was of a nature en- 
 tirely different in all reſpects from the preſent practice; and 
it is perfectly certain, that if the accounts above referred to, 
had been eg, while the accountants themſelves could have 
been made amenable, infinitely larger ſums would neceſſa- 
rily have been recovered, It may alſo be fairly inſiſted upon, 
without danger of. contradiction, that the expences of the laſt 
war would have been infinitely ſhort of what they were, if the 
perſons to whom the money was iſſued, had been under an im- 
preſſion that they were to render a ſtrict and immediate ac- 
count of the ſame... 2 ii | 7 
„In the war we now are engaged in, the accountants are 
aware, that immediately after. the ſervice in which they are 
employed ſhall be over, they muſt not only deliver in a clear, 
diſtinct, and particular account, on oath, of every ſum of 


money iſſued to them; but that they will themſelves be ſubje& 


to a ſtrict examination before the Auditors, if neceſſary, re- 
ſpecting every item therein. Added to which, there is this 
manifeſt advantage at preſent, that inſtead of ſeveral ac- 
countants with the armies, moſt of them military officers, as 
in former wars, the expenditure is confined to one civil officer 
with each, on whom theſe are effectual and immediate checks, 
the ſtaff of the armies being thereby relieved from every thing 
that could diſtract their attention from their military duty, and 
a profuſe expenditure guarded againſt; in mentioning which, 
it is but juſkice to a gentleman*, who has the moſt important 
charge of this nature, to ſay, that he has, in the diſcharge of 
every part of his duty, exceeded even the moſt ſanguine ex- 
pectation entertained of him by thoſe who were beſt acquainted 
with his ſtrict integrity, and with his abilities in the line in 
which he is employed; and that, as far as a judgment can be 
formed of the other commiſſaries- general from their conduct 
hitherto, they are alſo likely to diſcharge their ſeveral duties 
with great credit to themſelves, and with infinite advantage to 
the Public. | | 


Mr. Brook Watſon, Commiſſary- general in Flanders, 
| 7 5 | | The 
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| Recapitulation of Saving. *. e 
The Civil Lift. 


Soppreſſ jon of offices _ - N 036 18 if FO 
Reduction of penſions, including even the eee 


and contingent penſions not now payable 7 ,16z 

; | kn 
Lan 
Public Revenue in Narr. 
Exchequer offices - te rio; +154. hh eGgod 
Auditors of the Impreſt — „ ie £75: ghjgeb 
*Sinecure offices in cuſtoms - 5 108500 
Arrangement of Exiſe offices „„ 160 6.5 Fd 
Loans - - [74 11 $60,000 
Contracts 3s = - | ' + © © $0,000 
| | | Ati 
L 781, 800 


Not reckoning any thing for the Gaving by the new mode of 
Eg; 


e | In Peace. „*** 
Exchequer offices - V Io 
Auditors of the Impreſt -—- doo 
Sinecure officers in cuſto — 10“, 00 
Exciſe officers = — 5 1125000 
Contracts 5 — : „„ + Nie 
Lotteries . e N | 4 115,020 

— | 
1 I 72,600 


„Having thus ſtated plainly, and without exaggeration, the 
meaſures which have been adopted by Parliament, and by the 
Executive Government, in the courſe of the laſt ten or twelve 
years, as affecting the public economy and expenditure, the 
Houſe will, by reverting to the ſtatement made, be able to 
draw a clear inference as to the effect likely to be produced by 
the influence of the Crown, about which much has been ſaid 
in this and other debates lately. 

Ihe appointment of two hundred and ſixteen offi under 
bis Majeſty, with ſalaries to the amount of more than 60,000). 
2 year, of which thirty-five were worth 500l. a year, and * 
wards. 


* Will be 49,0001. 42S 
+ Will be much more when the Uſher and Chamberlain falls in. 
In time of war theſe 2888 uted to be mixed with the Loans. 5 
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4 Forbearance of granting penſions to a certain extent, the 
amount of which is reduced in the laſt ten years 3), oo00l. a 

ar, although the reſtriction on granting them under the 
Civil Liſt Act ceaſed in 1789. . | | 
4 The patronage of the offices of Auditors of the Impreſts, 
reverſions of which might have been granted, as both were 
open. : 5 85 
50 Thirty- eight offices in the Cuſtoms, from 1ool. to 1, 200l. a 
year each, now —_y vacant, —_— on the whole to 
10,600l. a year, and the patronage of eighty-ſix more, to the 
amount of 38,400l. as they ſhall fall in. Tlieſe were places 
executed by deputy, and conſequently ſinecures in the ſtricteſt 
ſenſe, which were uſually given to the relations, private 
friends, or political dependents of former miniſters. The 
ſubmitting to Parliament an Act for the poſitive abolition of 
theſe, has been deferred only from' the conſideration being 
much connected with the ſuppreſſion or regulation of fees in 
the Cuſtoms; on which ſubject, notwithſtanding the utmoſt 
pains and 3 ſatisſactory ſyſtem has yet been di- 
geſted. But the benefit to the Public, and the reduction of 
patronage, have not been poſtponed, beeauſe (as I have al- 


— 


ready mentioned) the offices which have become vacant have 


not been filled-up. | | 
« Exciſe Officers to a certain amount in number and value, 
on which, however, it is not meant to dwell, becauſe little 
influence could at any time have ariſen from that department, 
the patronage, ſuch as it is, reſting with the Commiſſioners. 
Loans and lotteries afforded powerful means of influence, 
which muſt be obvious to every one, eſpecially to thoſe who 
recollect the practices in laſt war, ſo frequently animadverted 
upon in this Houſe. Contracts and commiſſions were not 
leſs important in furmſhing opportunities of conferring fa- 
vours, and they were at leaſt as miſchievous in their conſe- 
quences as loans. Theſe are alſo put an end to entirely, by 
an arrangement lately made, under which the Commiſſioners 
of the Vieualling purchaſe every article of proviſion for the 
garriſons, forces, and ſettlements abroad; and the Commiſ- 
fioners — the Nayy procure other ſtores, and take-up tranſ- 
ports, &c. : 8 e 
There does not now exiſt a ſingle beneficial contract for the 
ſervice or ſupply of the armies; and the only civil appoint- 
ments are Commiffary General and Commiſſary cf Accounts 
with each (with deputies and aſſiſtants under them), who are 
reſtricted from deriving the ſmalleſt advantage whatever from 
their fituations beyond their fixed pay: PE Wis e DOTS, 
_ © The only remaining ſalutary meaſu which can (with a 
New to economy and preventing abuſes) be thought of, will be 
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very ſhortly ſubmitted to this Houſe, It reſpeQs the future 
management of the land revenue of the Crown, and will put 
an end to the influence heretofore derived from beſtowing * 
neficial grants or leaſes, at the ſame time that it will ſecure a 
great improvement in that property. It is but juſt, however, 
to obſerve, that the preſent miniſter had withheld all grants 


and leaſes for many years, till the reſtrictive arrangement 


ſhould take effect; and that in this inſtance alſo; the reduc- 


tion of the means of patronage has not been poſtponed, al- 


though the formation of the ſyſtem to be propoſed to Parlia- 
ment neceſſarily waited. the reſult of a long and laborious 
inveſtigation. _ 1 I kr FEM 
If the Houſe ſhould be impreſſed with the important advan- 
tages ariſing from meaſures already taken, it muſt be for their 
conſideration how far it may be proper to adopt thoſe now 


314 hen which would annihilate the few remaining ſinecures 


eld by perſons in poſſeſſion of ofhcial employments, and 


greatly reduce the latter by whomſoever held. It is with a 


view of aſſiſting that deliberation, that, called upon as I was, 
I have troubled the Houſe with a detail of the economical re- 

ulations which have been made ſubſequent .to Parliament 
— after long and attentive inveſtigation, ſanctioned the 
leaving certain ſinecure offices as juſt rewards either for per- 
ſons themſelves who ſhould deſerve well of the Public, or for 
their families. The point was fully diſcuſſed when the Legiſ- 
lature paſſed the Act for regulating the offices in the Exche- 
quer already alluded to“; and, at a later period, the Houſe 
of Commons proceeded on the ſame principle in reſerving to 
the Regent a power to provide in that manner for any perſon. 


who ſhould. take the office of Lord Chancellor. And not- 


withſtanding the great difference of 'opinion at that time on 
moſt political queſtions, this propoſal was. univerſally. ap- 
oo OS ͤ 7 en 
« It will perhaps, however, be contended, that abuſes in be- 
ſtowing ſinecure places may juſtify the exerciſe of the diſcre- 
tion and controul, admitted, in the courſe of theſe obſervations, 
to belong to Parliament; with a view to which, it will be 
right to refer to the exiſting grants of that nature. One office 
of this nature is held by a Right Hon. Gentleman near me, on 
which if it is neceflary that any thing ſhould be ſaid, I feel 
that I am the laſt aer 56 who can with propriety dwell upon 
it. I ſhall, therefore, paſs that by altogether. 1 
4 In the Exchequer the beſt office has been given to a Noble 
Lord, whoſe merits with his country are far above any praiſe 
I can beſtow on them. To this Houſe it cannot be neceſſary to 
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ſay much in juſtice to his character, as the Noble Lord had re- | 
ceived an N roof of its good opinion, in being ſe- 


lected here to fill one of the moſt honourable ſituations a ſubject 
of this country could be placed in; which circumſtances of a 
public nature alone could have induced him to quit, in order 
to accept another of unremitring labour and attention. What- 
erer in other reſpects may be the difference of opinion between 
political parties, yet on his abilities, his integrity, on his in- 


defatigable perſeverance in the important and difficult duties 


of his employment, there are not, I believe, two opinions in 


the Houſe, or in the country. In e ary it is right 
rd will derive 


no addition to his income from the appointment ſo long as he | 


2t the ſame time to obſerve, that the Noble 


ball continue Secretary of State. 2 | 
« The ſecond office in point of value is held by a moſt re- 


ſpectable Gentleman“, who had great public merits, and on 


whom a penſion had very deſervedly been beſtowed for his 


active public ſervices, as well as to compenſate him for loſſes 


and diſappointments in his profeſſion. The giving the office 


therefore, in lieu of that, could not but be right. 2 
« Of the Tellers employments one is held by a Noble Mar- 


quis 4, given in reverſion to him for the very long and eminent 
ſervices of his father} : Another by a Noble Lord of eminent 


abilities, granted to him long after he had accepted the Great 


Seal, as a proviſion when he ſhould retire; and the remaining 
two are poſſeſſed by ſons of former Chancellors. 

« Of the fewremaining ſinecures, almoſt all might be juſtified 
on the ſame ground. Alluſions had, however, been made to 
thoſe held by myſelf, in ſo pointed and particular a manner, 
by the Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, as to juſtify, I hoped, my 
taking up a little of its time ſeparately on that ſubject. When 
| accepted, ſeveral years ago, the Secretaryſhip of the Trea- 
ſury, I made no condition or ſtipulation whatever, although I 
gare up a conſiderable income to take an employment which 
certainly did not ſeek. On quitting it in a few months, I 
had no immediate proviſion, or a very near proſpect of one, 
which induced my Right Hon. Friend, when I returned to it, 
to ſeize the firſt opportunity of giving me, in a manner which 
added infinitely to the favour conferred, a finecure in the 


Court of Exchequer of too trifling a value to have attracted 


attention in almoſt. any other caſe. With reſpect to the other 
patent office I held, the manner of its being beſtowed was 
lighly flattering and honourable to me, as I was originally 


* Col, Barre. ', © Hae Buckingham, 
t The late Mr. George Grenville. 
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brought under his Majeſty's notice, as deſerving his favour 
with a view to this office, by an Addreſs of the other Houſe 
of Parliament, in confequence of having been employed la- 
borioufly in their ſervice many years before, I came firſt into 
the Treaſury ; and, I am perſuaded, there would not have 
been a comment on it, if I had not ſince been placed in a po- 
litical fituation. The Houſe is now fully formal how I 
became poſſeſſed of thoſe employments, the number and value 
of which have been ſo much exaggerated in this debate, as 
well as out of doors. 7 5 | 
“ truſt I have made it appear to the ſatisfaction of the 
Houſe, that great reforms have been already effected. I am 
myſelf perfectly convinced, that it is hardly poſſible for them 
to be carried further; and that nothing eſſential, or of import- 
ance, remains to be done. And an opinion prevails pretty 
generally, that in the caſe of patent offices the emoluments 
are as ſacred as any other ſpecies of property, in which caſe it 
will remain only to be conſidered, whether the ſalaries of ef- 
ficient officers are too high in proportion to the labour and 
reſponſibility attached to them; otherwiſe there ſeems no rea- 
fon why they ſhould be taxed in preference to any other ſpecies 
of income. And if the principle now laid down ſhould be 
adopted, a tax might as well be levied on the profits of a 
theatre, or of a man who carried a ſhew about on his back, 
as on the fair and moderate ſalary of a man in a public em- 
ployment. It ſeems clear that che income of a Gentleman, 
who may devote his abilities and his beſt application to the 
ſervice of the Public, ſhould, if he is not over-paid, be as ſafe 
from further taxes (paying in moſt caſes a fourth of it already) 


as the profits gained in the ſeveral profeſſions of the law, Relati 
phyſic, &c. eſpecially in times of difficulty, when the labour none 
and reſponſibility of perſons in arduous fituations are increaſed. if they 
Nor (if the meaſure is conſidered on the ground of policy) part © 
does it ſeem to be wiſe to create a temptation to perſons in reſting 
offices to put a haſty and improvident end to a juſt and necel- ever ge 
ſary war, by reducing their incomes during the continuance of all ſin 
it, any more than to leave an inducement for the carrying on would 
a conteſt improvidently, by allowing higher incomes in war ſtance. 
than in peace, although it is not likely that thoſe who now fill miniſk« 
the departments of Government, or thoſe who may ſucceed conſtit 
them, will be influenced by ſuch motives. | 25 ber of 
« ] vill only obſ-rve further, that the Hon. Gentleman who 4 
brought forward the preſent queſtion, was entirely miſtaken Rip of 


in ſuppoſing that I looked angry when he talked of a perſon 70ol, a 
accumulating ſinecures and penſions. His motion could not in Irela. 
excite either reſentment or anger in my mind. And it . | 

| | 85 e 
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curred to me, that he might refer to a Right Hon. Gentleman 


near him, who, I believed, had as many finecures, and pen- 


ſions as any man in this country “7. 5 
Mr. Fox admitted that he did hold a ſinecure place, but 
not more. He was, he acknowledged, one year Clerk of the 


Pells in Ireland; and, in accommodation to the Government 
| there, upon an improvident bargain, he gave it up, and 


accepted a penſion in lieu of it, divided into two parts; but 
why it was called two places he did not comprehend. * The 
lace had not been granted to him, but was given by = 
George the Second to his father, for ſervices done to Govern- 
ment: It was enjoyed ” his. father, afterwards by his brother, 
and then it devolved. to him as part of his inheritance. ' _ 
Mr. Fox proceeded to ſtate his opinion as to the motion, 
which, he ſaid, was different from that of his Hon. Friend, 
howeyer he might agree with him in the neceſlity of adoptin 
ſuch a plan at the preſent unfortunate juncture. _ He thought 
the motion applicable to the times, and therefore he ſhould 
ſupport it. The ſacredneſs of property was to be determined 
by a general view of what might be conſidered property, and 
not by any degrees. Penſions and finecures held by patent 
were as much property as any other poſſeſſion ; and the prin- 
ciple of property was ſo ſacred, that no argument of degree 
could for a moment be admitted as ground for trenching upon 
it. Where his Majeſty had a right to grant a place for life, 
miniſters might be made to anſwer for giving it to an improper 
perſon; but the grant, if legally made, was good. A very 
large proportion of the property of the kingdom would be 
found in the ſame predicament, particularly that of a Noble 
Relation of his (the Duke of Richmond) and ſeveral others, 
none of which, it would be thought, could be invaded; and 
if they were to look into the grants of the Crown, the greateſt 
part of the landed property of the kingdom. would be found 
reſting on that ſecurity. For this reaſon, if the Bill ſhould 
ever go to a Committee, he ſhould expreſsly be for exempting 
all finecure places granted for -a term of years, becauſe he 
would not allow an infringement on property in the firſt in- 
ſtance. Principiis obſta. He did not think, however, when 
miniſters were attempting to raiſe ſupplies in a new and un- 
conſtitutional manner, that it was unbecoming in any Mem- 
ber of that Houſe to call on perſons holding great offices and 


. This was explained to allude to Mr. Fox, as holding the Receiver- 


ſhip of Wales by patent, and two penſions, one of 1900], and another of 
70ol, a year, for thirty years, in lieu of two ſeparate and diſtin& offices 


in Ireland, which he reſigned in 2775 to Lord North. 
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places under the Crown, to ſhew their zeal by a voluntary ſur- 


render of ſome of their official emoluments. 
Gentlemen, who would give themſelves the trouble to in- 
veſtigate, would ſee that the propriety of the Bill propoſed 
aroſe from the new mode of raiſing ſupplies by way of ſub- 
ſcription. When miniſters went out of the legal road for 
means to ſupport the meaſures neceſſary to the war, and juſ- 
tified their doing ſo on the principle that it animated the peo- 
ple, and excited zeal in the cauſe, it ſurely could not be 
deemed inexpedient to call on thoſe for aid whoſe buſineſs it 
peculiarly was to manifeſt zeal, and exert every effort in the 
maintenance of the war. | | 8 Wn 
Mr. Fox ſaid, he ſhould not take any notice, becauſe it had 
been ſo fully anſwered already, of the monſtrous propoſition 
made by. a Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Burke), that the 
Crown was to be the ſole judge of the merits that called for 
reward, or the quantity of reward that was to be beſtowed, If 


the propoſition itſelf, which the motion before the Houſe 


ſtated, had been brought forward during a time of peace, he 
ſhould have his doubts how far it would be expedient; but, 


under the exiſting circumſtances, he conſidered it a fair and 


prudent meaſure, as tending, in common with the ſubſcrip- 
tions which have been promoted, to evince the zeal of the 


objects of it in common with the reſt of the kingdom, 


The conduct of the two Secretaries of State furniſhed him 
with an additional argument in favour of the meaſure. . He 
did not mean to ſay, in reſpect to the one, that 4000l. a- year, 
as Treaſurer of the Navy, was too large a recompence for his 
ſervices, in addition to his place of Secretary of State; but he 
himſelf had admitted the principle, when he fairly reſolved 
not to take the ſalary but of one, and not of both places. In 
like manner, with regard to the other Noble Secretary, who 
had relinquiſhed his ſalary as Anditor of the Exchequer. But 
if they thus relinquiſh ſuch conſiderable ſalaries, what be- 
comes of them ? Why ſhould they not be applied to the benefit 
of the Public? The fact was, that the whole tranſaction was 
nothing better than a manceuvre, and inſtead of benefiting the 
Public, the amount of thoſe places reverted back to the Civil 
Lift, which was a mode of adding to che Civil Liſt without the 
conſent of Parliament, and all that was thus ſaved to the Civil 
Lift became the means of extending the influence of the Crown 
in the hands of the miniſters of the day, which influence, 
upon a compariſon with what it was in 1982, would, he be- 
lieved, be found to be much increaſed. Thus the Public were 
deceived with the appearance of ſaving, and conſequent A 

> 1955 neut, 
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nefit, when, .in fact, the Public gained no more than they 
would have gained if thoſe ſalaries went to their original Jeb. 
tination. He was decidedly of opinion, that, upon the whole, 
the efficient offices of the country were not paid oyer-much, 
and that what they got might be neceffary to their ſupport or 
With reſpect, however, to certain great officers, ſuch as 
Firſt Lord of the Treaſury, the two Secretaries of State, &c. 
&c. it was to be remembered, that when the preſent Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer was formerly in power, one of the laſt 
acts of that Adminiſtration was to record a minute in the 


Treaſury office, that in future thoſe offices were to be reduced 


in their ſalaries ; the firſt to 5000l. a year; the two ſecond to 
4500l. each. It was true, that when he (Mr. Fox) came into 
office, Adminiſtration, not thinking that principle a wiſe one, 
did not adhere to it ; and upon their going out, and'the Right- 
Hon. Gentleman again coming into place, it ſhould appear 
that he alſo thought Vetter of it, becauſe he did not think pro- 
per to return to his former regulation. By what they did upon 
that occaſion, however, they left, as it were, their laſt dying 


act upon record in favour of the reduction. 

With regard to the nice calculations of the reduction of in- 
fluence by means of the reformation boaſted by the Hon. Gen- 
tleman (Mr. Roſe) td have been effected in the Treaſury, 
although the queſtion was not properly before them, he would 
put it'on its proper footing, and then fee how it ſtood. The 
advantages to be hoped from ſuch a reform were founded on 
prices not ſo much of economy as of influence. This 

eing the caſe, he deſired the Houſe to compare the influence 
before with the influence as it exiſted ar preſent; and though 
Great Britain and Ireland were more diſtinct than formerly in 
ſome inſtances, that man, he ſaid, knew but little, who did 


not know that the inffuence of the Crown then extended itſelf 


to Ireland, and it could not be denied that influence in either 
kingdom ſerved mutually to ſtrengthen the hands of Admi- 
niſtration. * 47 A 31 : LEE ACTON" 26 — 
The ſituation of India, likewiſe, with reſpect to the ſubject 
of influence, would be found another ſplendid exception to 
the Gentleman's propoſition. There were ſome general topics, 


that applied to the 88 queſtion, which he could not avoid 


taking notice of. One Gentleman had aſſerted the flouriſhing 
ſtate of this country. This was a language which mult be 
conſidered as harſ and grating to the ears of thoſe who were 
labouring under the burdens occaſioned by the preſent fingular 
concuſhon of events. It was doubly infulting, as coming 
connected with a Budget, which added goo,oool. freſh taxes 
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upon the ſubject. Was it in that addition of taxes that the people 
were to look for the proofs of the flouriſhing ſtate of our af- 
fairs ? except perhaps in their ability of bearing ſuch an in- 
creaſe of burden. It might poſſibly be ſaid, that ſome of this 
burden was of a nature in itſelf beneficial, as containing regu- 
lations highly ſalutary. This might be true with regard to 
| ſpirits z there, however, if the benefit was certain, the tax 
muſt be as certainly ineſhcientz and ſo vice ver/a, if it ſhould 
be productive by the quantity conſumed, what became of the 
benefit to the lower orders? Allowing however, for the mo- 
ment, that this regulation was generally beneficial, was even 
that plea of benefit applicable to the others? The increaſe, for 
inſtance, on ſugars; what could it be called, but completely 
burdenſome upon even the loweſt orders, where tea, from 
habit, was to be conſidered among the abſolute neceſſaries of 
life? It had been likewiſe ſtated, that our commerce was in a 
. flouriſhing ſtate: How was that to be proved? Not by a com- 
pariſon between the preſent and former wars (although even 
there the argument would fail, the laſt war perhaps alone ex- 
cepted), but by taking our ſituation in the preſent war, as 
compared with the years of peace immediately preceding, to- 
gether with the ſimilar analogy in former wars. In this true 
way of conſidering this ſubject, he was forry to ſay, we ſhould 
find no cauſe of triumph. HEN 


Ihe ſtate of manufactures was likewiſe made a ground of 
exultation; and it was aſſerted, that Norwich was conſtant! 
lugged in as an exception to the aſſertion. In point of fa 
this was not true; but if it were, the reaſon was obvious, be- 
cauſe Norwich had been a principal victim to the baneful ef- 
fects of the war. It was not, however, to that place alone 
that they were confined : Look throughout Yorkſhire and 
Lancaſhire, and will it be denied that diſtreſs, the moſt poig- 
nant, reigns univerſally through thoſe manufacturing counties? 
Whether this diſtreſs was fairly owing to the war or not, it 
certainly was not decent to ſtate them as if they were in a very 
flouriſhing ſituation, 3 
With reſpect to the diſpoſition of the various places in the 
gift of the Crown, Mr. Fox ſaid, he did not mean to queſtion 
the propriety of any individual gift, but ſtiould content him- 
ſelf with obſerving, that the whole adminiſtration muſt be of 
the moſt meritorious deſcription to deſerve, in any degree, the 
accumulation of places with which they have been loaded. 
He agreed, that when a miniſter ſerves his country, with the 
approbation of the King and that Houſe, (indeed the latter 
was wanting in one ſolitary inſtance, which he hoped never to 
{ee repeated,) it was highly fitting that his labours ſhould . 
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amply and liberally rewarded; and it was upon this principle 
that he had in ſome degree oppoſed a Bill formerly brought in 


by Lord John Cavendiſh, for aboliſhing the offices of the 


Tellers of the Exchequer, becauſe he conceived it but reaſon- 


able, and beneficial to the true intereſts of the country, that 
the Crown ſhould have it in, its power to reward ſuch of its 
ſervants as ſhould ſerve with ability and fidelity ; but when war 
preſſed on us with all its train of difficulties, when all parts of 
the country were called upon, almoſt with threats, to ſubſcribe 
towards defraying the expences, he thought it reaſonable that 
thoſe who involved the country in ſuch difficulties, and who 
were the firſt to call upon the people individually for ſupport, 
ſhould themſelves begin, by ſetting the example which they 
withed to be followed. „ 

In like manner too, he was of opinion, that the charges 
attending the carrying on of our government were not inor- 
dinately expenſive, becauſe though compared with ſome they 
might appear large, yet, taking the whole of human affairs and 
human reaſoning with us, they would be found as reaſonable 


as could be expected. It was not nevertheleſs an argument, 


that, becauſe perfection was not attainable, it was not to be 
attempted; in ſtriving to leſſen ſome of the evils, a great deal 
of good was to be attained; in ſtriving to leſſen ſome of the 
expences, much benefit was to be derived. 

It had been ſaid, that the preſent mode of negociating loans 
was likely, in time of war, to ſave 500,060l. for the Public; 
it ſhould however be remembered, that this mode, promiſin 
as it might be, had been tried for only two years; and, thou 
it had been ſucceſsful in the laſt, it had led, in the firſt, to a 
very improvident-and diſadvantageous bargain. To repeat the 


names of thoſe who would have given better terms, would be 


only to mention ſome of the moſt reſpectable inhabitants 
of this metropolis. Conſols, it was certain, would have 


been taken by theſe perſons at 75, inſtead of 72, the price 


given. 


1 


For the reaſons which he had ſtated he ſhould vote for bring- 


ing in the preſent Bill; and, leſt the Bill might never reach 
a Committee, he would take that opportunity of declaring 
what regulations he ſhould think it 1 — to propoſe if it were 
in a Committee. He ſhould think it but juſt to exempt every 
place in which any legal intereſt could be eſtabliſhed. As 
to the reſt, he ſhould propoſe to examine them office by office, 
and determine upon their individual merits, how much ſhould 
be taken from each. In this view only he could agree to the 
Bill, as thereby it would be founded in ſome degree on pre- 
cedent, and as being at this time rendered peculiarly mA 
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From the circumſtance of the ſubſcriptions ſet on foot. He 
declared he was himſelf much attached to old practices, but, 
if driven to it, he muſt apply to new remedies. 
Mr. Fox faid he could not conclude without doing ſome 
Juſtice ro his feelings by taking notice of fome expreſſions 
which had fallen from a Gentleman relative to the property 
made by his father, as Pay-maſter of the Forces, coupled with 
a ſtatement of the immenſe deficiencies which remained un- 
accounted for in the Pay-Oitice. He appealed to the Houſe 
whether it was fair and candid to unite theſe two circum. 
ſtances together. ſo as to make them appear connected, with- 
out ſtating one ſolid ground for any thing like ſerious accu. 
fation. If the Hon. Member meant ſuch inſinuation, he 
would reply, that it was not founded in fact, and he would defy 
him to the proof; but he did not believe he meant any ſuch 
thing. He ought however to have conſidered how deeply he 
wounded the feelings of a Gentleman by ſuch infinuations, 
The fact was certainly true that his father had made a large 
fortune; it was as true that great and unaccounted deficiencies 
exiſted in his office; but it was equally true that ſuch deficien- 
cies were as great and as unſettled under former pay-maſters as 
under him, and with as little cauſe of imputation oz, perſonal 
blame. Of a diſpoſition generous beyond fuſpicion, it was 
eaſy for him to expoſe himſelf to impoſition. 'The caſe of 
Lord Chatham himſelf was a proof that accounts might be 
long out-ſtanding, without any difinclination to have them ad- 
juſted. Without taking any oſtenſible part in the diſcuſſion 
of the acc unts, Mr. Fox ſaid, he certainly had ſeen the reports 
on the ſubject; by thoſe reports he called upon Gentlemen to 
judge, and deſired them not to be led away by inſinuations, 
which he again challenged any man to vindicate or ſub- 
ſtantiate. . „ eee e 
Mr. Roſe declared that he did not mean any thing perſonal, 
He ſaid, he ſhould be ſorry, if he had inadvertently made uſe 
of words, which might be ſuppoſed to convey a meaning, that 
it was far from his intention to ſuggeſt. , What he meant was, 
that the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr, Fox) held one finecure 
place, and two penfions, in lieu of two employments. That 
the Right Hon. Gentleman was not then in poſſeſſion of them, 
he would admit. Eg or Lt 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he ought to apologile 
for riſing to trouble the Houſe; he was, therefore, happy in 
the conſciouſneſs, that he had many reaſons to relieve him 
from the neceſſity of long diſcuſſion : One, in particular, was, 
that, after liſtening attentivelyto the Right Hon. Gentleman who 
ſpoke laſt but one, he found it ſcarcely poſſible to add to the ar- 
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guments which the Right Hon. Gentleman had urged againſt 
the motion. The only remarks, therefore, he had to take u 

the time of the Houſe with, or that he thought it at all necefs 
ſary for him to offer, were in anſwer to the ſmall part of the 
Right Honourable Gentleman's fpeech which went in favour 
of the motion. To this end it would be neceſſary for him to 
premiſe with preciſion the real objects of the motion, which 
were threefold, viz. to tax, in different proportions, all places oF 
a certain deſcription, of whatever value, and all finecures' of 
all deſcriptions, and every value, together with all penſions 
and efficient places above a certain value. As to the moſt im: 
portant and greateſt of the three, the Right Hon. Gentleman 
had himſelf admitted that they were legal grants, and had 
declared that he was againſt taxing them in any proportion 
whatever. In this, he ſaid, he entirely agreed with him; for; 
as a queſtion of property. it muſt be decided on principles of 


general right. This was, in his opinion, a truth of practical 


and univerſal importance to all property and all rights, and 
muſt be, in every inſtance, decided fo, unleſs arguments of 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt unaniwerable kind were ſpecifically ofs 
fered agaiiſt it. f EO V 
With regard to efficient places, the Right Hon. Gentleman 
(Mr. Fox) had given his decided opinion, that they were neither 
under nor over paid, but nearly as they ought to be. If 
this then was the caſe of efficient places, as regarding them in 
the ordinary duties in time of peace, the Houſe muſt at a 
glance, ſee how unjuſt it would be to diminiſh that pay, and 
tax them in time of war, when their duties were neceſſarily 
inereaſed i: LING Egon! | 25787 
He found it difficult to determine whether the Right Hon. 
Gentleman was for or againſt the next point that he had no- 
ticed, becauſe the arguments he had uſed applied to both ſides: 
but, if fairly balanced, were, he thought, againſt it. Indeed, 
the Right Honourable Gentleman had ſaid, that the current 
of his own opinion, and the beſt of his judgment, was againſt 
the motion; though the Right Hon. Gentleman had declared, 
that it was not ſtrong enough to prevent him from giving his 
voice in favour of it. In bis opinion, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer ſaid, the Right Hon. Gentleman would have given 
a much more efficient ſupport to his Friend's motion by a 
ſilent vote, than by the long ſpeech he had made. It evidently: 
appeared, that the principal ground on which the Right Hon. 
Gentleman had built his defence of the motion, was raiſing: 
voluntary ſubſcriptions. » Here he 'begged that the Houſe 
would take along with them the ſingular nature of the Right 
| = ; 222 argument; it amounted eſſentially to this; 
o. III. | 8 
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« That the Right Hon. Gentleman would ſupport a meaſure, 
of which he expreſſed his diſapprobation to-day, merely be- 
cauſe another meaſure had been carried againſt his opinion yeſ- 
terday; and would balance the impropriety of raiſing volun- 
tary contributions in the firſt inſtance, by compelling contri- 
butions in the ſecond.” Er det | 

The arguments uſed againſt voluntary ſubſcriptions, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, were directly oppoſite: to 
thoſe urged in favour of the motion, and on the preſent oc- 
caſion Gentlemen on the other fide acted againſt their own 
principles, and had, in the courſe of the debate, misſtated the 
grounds on which he had argued in ſupport of voluntary con- 
tributions, on the laſt night; a moment's recollection would 
ſurely ſerve to convince Gentlemen, that he had contended, 
that they would be not only a proof of the zeal of the country 
in the ſupport of the preſent war, but the means of producing 
that laudable zeal. The preſent motion reminded him of. 
an expreſſion uſed by the French, that they had amalgamated, 


forced, and voluntary contributions: In like manner the Gentle | 


men in oppoſition, at the ſame time that they oppoſed volun- 
tary ſubſcriptions, wiſhed to make placemen come forward 
with an offer of a part of their incomes. He concewed, that 
if the Members in oppoſition wiſhed to ſet an example to the 
people, they might have done it more effectually by manifeſt- 
ing the public ſpirit they ſo much boaſted of, in their ſeveral 
counties; but the forcing of placemen to contribute was li- 
terally mating an example of them. Thus it feemed that the 
voluntary contributions of placemen in their ſeveral counties 
was not ſufficient, but this ama/gamating meafure muſt compel 
them to contribute. „„ 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer entered into an ample 
explanation of the motives which guided the two Right Hon. 
Secretaries of State, in throwing their rejected ſalaries into 
the Civil Liſt. He ſaid, that the maſked battery of anony- 
mous publications had long played upon his Right Hon. 
Friend (Mr. Dundas) with the artillery of plurality of plaret. He 
had hoped, that “ the plurality of labours without its at- 


tendant, plurality of emoluments,” would have filenced that 


battery, but unfortunately, he found it otherwiſe.. He would 
therefore endeavour to put an end to cavil, by ſaying, that two 
* conſiderations led him to that diſtribution. 1 5 

After Mr. Burke's Bill had paſſed, the Civil Liſt was barely 
ſufficient for the neceſſary expenditure, which had ſince in- 
ereaſed from the neceſſity of providing for the younger branches 
of the Royal Family; from the. nereffity of increaſing the al- 
towance to ambaſſadors, which had formerly been 1 

| 7 an 


Apart. 


"and f 

ene. 
ut" | 
woul 
have 
it am 
two 
Civil 
thouſ 
in ade 
ducti. 
great 
cient 
grant, 
carrie 
comp. 
events 
to we 
upon 
he in| 
vantag 


dwelt 


countr 
ter th; 


ſidered 


As 
ſincere 
head o 
nected 


his Ho 


plied. 


did no! 


— 


duction of the Civil Liſt, by 


events that had taken place, within theſe few years paſt, and 


upon their hands to engage their immediate attention. 
he inſiſted that, with regard to loans, they were more ad- 


fidered. 
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and from other known cauſes; ſo that if there had not hap- 


A 


pened to have been a ſubſequent reduction of the Penſion Lift, 
and an abolition of the ſalaries of ſome places, the Civil Liſt 
would have been inſufficient for its purpoſes, and there muſt 
have been an application to Parliament for aſſiſtance; therefore 
it amounted to the ſame thing, whether the ſalaries which the 
two Secretaries of State gave up went immediately to the 
Civil Liſt, or were accounted for in that Houſe. Eight or ten 
thouſand pounds per annum given to the diſpoſal of the Crown, 
in addition, was not a ſubject of alarm; becauſe by the re- 

| Mr. Burke's Bill, all danger of too 
great an influence had been effectually done away, only ſuffi- 
cient being left for carrying on the buſineſs of the nation. He 
granted that all reform, of a meritorious nature, had not been 
carried into effeCt by the preſent Adminiſtration, and every man, 
competent to judge of the variety of important political 


to weigh their conſequences, muſt know that they had 7 


ut 


vantageouſly negotiated at preſent than during the American 
war; by the preſent mode, there was neither the fame danger 
of influence, nor the ſame temptation to unfair dealing, in 
the members of adminiſtration. If fmecure places were abo- 


liſhed, if the emoluments of efficient places were too great, 
the abolition of one, or reduction of the other, ſhould not be 
merely temporary, but permanent; otherwiſe the meaſure 
would be nugatory, and beneath the'dignity of Parliament. 
The reduction of the. ſalaries of efficient places, would, at this 
time, when the labour was increaſed,. be particularly impro- 


per. With regard to the emoluments of the places which he 
held through the bounty of the Prince whom he ſerved, he 
would not attempt ſo indecent and improper a taſk, as to diſcuſs 
the queſtion whether they were or were not diſproportioned 
to his meritsz the Public might judge for themſelves. He 
dwelt particularly on the preſent flouriſhing ſtate of the 
country, which he afferted was, comparatively ſpeaking, bet- 
ter than we had a right to expect, all circumſtances con- 

As to the other things which had been argued, he would 
lincerely fay, he did not know how to claſs them under any 
head of argument to the poiut in queſtion, being all uncon- 
nected deſultory anſwers to ſuggeſtions which had fallen from 


his Hon. Friend (Mr. Rofe).  'The ſuggeſtions, indeed, ap- 


plied, to the caſe, but the Right Hon, Gentleman's anſwers 


did not. The retrenchments which had taken place in the 
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offices and expenditures, as ſtated by his Hon. Friend, were 
not, he ſaid, intended ſo much for a 3 as to decreaſe the 
influence of the Crown. They were not fo much a ſyſtem of 
practical economy as of practical reform, | . 

If the aim of the preſent motion were a diminution of the 
influence of the Crown, it muſt, from its very ſtructure, fall 
ſhort of that end. To effect a diminution of the influence of 
the Crown, the manner ſhould be ſyſtematic and permanent, 
and ſhould not profeſs regulation and reform, when it only 


* 


meant temporary ſupply. 

The queſtion, he ſaid, refolved itſelf into this, “ Is the 
meaſure propoſed, a mode of ſupply unexceptionable in itſelf, 
and unqueſtionable in its effects?” To this he could not he 
ſuppoſed to give his aſſent, when it had been already allowed, 
by its chief ſupporter, to be defeCtive and nugatory; and if 
modified, as the Right Hon. Gentleman had ſaid he wiſhed it 
to be, would be ſo futile, that it would be unworthy the dignity, 

the honour, and: the ſincerity of Parliament to entertain it; 
becauſe it held out falſe principles, and went to mark out, with 
an excluſive tax, a body of men who merited a very different 
diſtinction and very difterent treatment. | 
Great pains had ce taken to ſhew that the country was not 
in a flouriſhing ſtate; commerce, it was true, had received a 
rude ſhock, but that ſhock was to be attributed to the great 
extent of ſpeculation in trade, and the ſubſequent ſtagnation 
of credit; {till however, at no former period, in ſimilar cir- 
cumſtances of war, were we in ſuch a flouriſhing - ſtate. In 
pool of this poſition, he mentioned a vote, which, he ſaid, 
1e intended to propoſe the next day in the Committee of 
Supply, viz. That from the revenue of laſt year, there was 
a ſurplus of two hundred and thirty thouſand pounds for the 
ſervice of the preſent. He made this digreſſion from the 
queſtion, that the people of the country ſhould not be dil- 
couraged by the preſent motion, or led to think we had not 
ample means to proſecute this neceſſary war. If, in the pro- 
ſecution of it, there could not be any means adopted for 
the diminution: of the national debt, no blame could attach 
to him on that account. He could not hold out any hope of 
reducing it within the bounds within which it was at the com- 
mencement of the war, but he hoped that the ſaving, which 
had been made in the ſeaſon of a ten years peace, would be a 
Tuſficiency for the proſecution of the war. Gn FE 
Whatever the drift of the motion itſelf might be, the crift of 
the diſcuſſions on it, he ſaid, was manifeſt ;- namely, to diſpirit 
and diſcourage the Public, and damp their zeal in the War. 
He ſaid this becauſe it was his duty to ſay it; for he would not 
1 2s tamely 
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tamely ſuffer difficulties, either viſionary, and altogether 


groundleſs, or ſtated with ſome artful deſign, to be thrown in 
the way of the war, or of the exertions of the executive go- 
renn . bi bamrn | 1 $i Fg 
Mr. Sheridan, in explanation, faid, that his arguments had 
been miſtated by Mr. Roſe, for they went merely to induce 
the placemen to ſupport. the motion. He took notice of an 
obſervation of an Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Roſe), which he 
ſhould not have known to be intended for wit, if the ſu- 
perior taſte of the Gentlemen on the other fide had not in- 
formed him by their applauſes. The Hon. Gentleman had 
once made that obſervation before, and in the ſame neat, terſe, 


claſſical language, that he had now expreſſed it. Another 


Gentleman (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) had, on a for- 
mer occaſion, taken the ſame liberty: He truſted it would be 
the laſt time that there would be any ſuch unparliamentary al- 
luſion to the ſituation, circumſtances, profeſſion, or occupation 
of any Gentleman in that Houſe, He acknowledged that the 
whole of his property lay in the Theatre. Had he poſſeſſed 


equal abilities, or been equally fortunate, perhaps he might 


have boaſted of ſomething ſimilar to that more ſubſtantial and 
ſecure income, enjoyed by the Hon. Gentleman. | 

Mr. Burke, in explanation, entering upon a diſcuſſion of his 
opinions reſpeCting the power of the Houle of Commons to 
controul the expenditure of the money which it voted, —was 
called to order. - | 5 

The Speaker ſaid, if the Right Hon. Gentleman meant to 
confine himſelf merely to any miſrepreſentation, or miſappre- 
henſion of his former argument, he had a right to proceed. 

Mr. Burke ſaid, that he only wiſhed to enforce, that he 
clearly and unequivocally acknowledged the inquiſitorial right 
of the Houſe of Commons to fift to the bottom every part of 


the public expenditure,- when any ſhadow of grievance, or 


abuſe ſeemed to exiſt —In this opinion he had lived, and in this 
lie hoped he ſhould die. x Wo 5 

Lord Hobart roſe merely for the purpoſe of vindicating Ire- 
land from an aſperſion of a Right Hon. Gentleman oppoſite to 
him (Mr. Fox), which, if that Gentleman had at all. attended 
to the recent tranſactions in that kingdom, he was convinced 
the Right Hon. Gentleman would not have made. The ſitua- 


tion of that country had been greatly improved ſince 1782: In 
the laſt ſeſſion of the Iriſh Parliament, ſome Bills, which had 


been ſuggeſted by the oppoſition members, had been intro- 
duced by the members of adminiſtration, which had paſſed into 
laws, and were by the people of the country generally thought 
to he highly advantageous to them. It certainly could not be 
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proved, that therefore the miniſter of Great Britain gained in. 
fluence in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, by creating grounds 
of additional influence through the medium of Ireland. The 
meaſures in that country had been carried with a degree of 
unanimity highly honourable to every part of its legiſlature, 
He reflected with ſatisfaction upon the part that he had for. 
merly borne in the 1 of that country, and from that 
feeling it was that he thought it neceſſary to riſe and refute 
the aſperſion of the Right Hon. Gentleman. a 

Mr. Fox, feeling himſelf called upon, ſimply ſtated, that his 
obſervations were confined to the increaſed number of offices 
in Ireland, which he conſidered to be an undeniable fact. 

Mr. Harrifon ſaid, that, notwithſtanding what he had heard 
from the other ſide of the Houſe, he ſhould perſiſt in his mo- 
tion. The propoſition he had offered was juſtified by the ne- 
ceſſity of the times. If the war ſhould continue long, ever 
man's property in the country would be diminiſhed one-fift 
at leaſt ; then why ſhould not finecure places contribute as 


well as every other ſpecies of property? The preſent moment 


was peculiarly proper for the adoption of this meaſure. © If 
you refuſe (ſaid he) to accede to it, will not the People ſay, 
that it is truly hard that placemen, who are the only gainers by 
the war, ſhould be exempted from contributing thereto, and 
that it is not ſo much their object to promote the welfare of the 
State, as to ſcreen themſelves from contributing to the ſupport 
of its exigencies ? For my part, I avow, that my ſentiments 
are for an abolition of all ſinecure places. My motives are 
pure, and the good of my country is my object. I am ſur- 
priſed to find this meaſure oppoſed by Gentlemen on the 
other fide, as I could not think it poſſible that they, who were 
advocates for voluntary contributions from private individuals, 
ſhould refuſe to give up part of the money they receive from 
the Public, in ſupport of what they call a juſt and neceſſary 
war,” : | 
Mr. Hufſry ſaid, that nothing which he had heard from 
Gentlemen on either fide the Houſe, had ſhaken the opinion 
which he formerly maintained in that Houſe, on the debate on 


Mr. Burke's Bill, relative to ſinecure places. He thought then, 


and he thought ſtil}, that no man had a right to a freehold in- 
rereſt in any Fat of the public money, when that man did not 
render any ſervice to the State. In his opinion the holders bf 
ſinecure places had better give up a part, than produce a con- 
vulſion by retaining them. He contended, that the ſtatement 
made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer of a furplus of whe 
revenue of laſt year, accruing for the ſervice of the current 
one, was not a proof that we were in a flourithing — 
| 4 
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It only proved that our reſources were not yet exhauſted, 
which muſt eventually be the caſe in a ſhort time, if the mi- 
niſter continued in the practice of borrowing twelve millions 
annually, which he believed, in his conſcience, were miſapplied 
by him; for that the People could not bear unlimited burs 
dens, impoſed for the ſupport of an unjuſt war. He thought 


the preſent motion founded in juſtice, and it ſhould have his 


ſupport. 


Mr. Scrope Bernard ſaid a few words 82 the motion. 
The queſtion hep loudly called, the Houſe divided - 

e ile Motion s ono 
Againſt it 119 7 


RIP En $a Ar Majority 69 
Adjourned. . e | 
5 ; T 
Minority on Mr, Harriſon's Motion, Tueſday, April 8, 
Anſon, T7 {76 Mainwaring, William 
Aubrey, Sir John Maitland, Hon. T. 
Baker, William Martin, James 
Baſtard, J. Pollexfen Milman, Sir William 
Bouverie, Edward North, Dudley + 
Burch, J. R. Pelham, C. A. 
Byng, George Philips, J. G. 
Colhoun, William Plumer, William 
Coke, Thom3s William Rawdon, Hon. John 
Courtenay, John Ruſſell, Lord William 
Creſpigny, T. C. Sheridan, R. B. 


Curwen, J. C. Smith, William 

Foley, Edward Speed, Henry . 
Fox, R. H. C. J. Spencex, Lord Robert 
Francis, Philip _ Sturt, Charles yy 


Tarleton, B. 


Grey, Charles 


Harriſon, John 


Harcourt, John Thomptfon, Thomas 
Howard, Henry Vaughan, Benjamin 

Howell, David Vyner, R BY | 

Huſſey, William Weſtern, C. C. 


Jervoiſe, C. ]. 


Whitbread, Samuel, ſun. 
Lambton, W. H. 


Wilbraham, R. 


Langſton, John Winnington, Sir Edward 
NM Leod, Norman Wycombe, Earl of 
_ Ludlow, Earl 3 3 
TELLERS. 


Hon. T, Maitlannd,  M, A. Taylor. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. ' 
_ Wepnesvay, April g., 


We Chancellor of the Exchequer brought up a Bill for the 
better Management of the Land Revenues of the Crown in 
future, which was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read 2 
ſecond time on Friday the 11th; vt L fd 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer next moved the Order of the 
Day, for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the 
whole. Houſe, to. conſider further of a ſupply to be granted to 
his Majeſty. The Houſe being in a Committee, he moved, 
That a ſum not exceeding 475,0221. 13s. 10d. halfpenny, be 
| 3 to his Majeſty, to make good the deficiency of grants 
or the ſervice of the year 1793. The reſolution paſſed, and 
the report was ordered to be received the 11tb. 
The Houſe agreed to go into a Committee of Supply again 
on Friday the rith. E., t no; fr AgartT, | - 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the Order of the 
Day, for the Houſe to reſolve. itſelf into a Committee of the 
whole Houſe, to conſider further of ways and means for raiſ- 
ing a ſupply. The Houſe being a Committee, he ſaid, he had 
the pleaſure to inform them, there was a ſurplus of 231,000l. 
and upwards, for the year 1793, applicable to the ſervice of the 
year 1794, and that there was an increaſe of the revenue which 
had principally ariſen in the laſt year, notwithſtanding all the 
difficulties and embarraſſments of the war, and alſo the tempo- 
rary embarraſſments of commercial credit, which aroſe from 
cauſes independent of the war. He then entered into parti- 
cular ſums, and obſerved, that the ſtate of the revenue was 
ſuch, that if the other three quarters were equal to that which 
ended in the month of April, the whole revenue of the year 
would amount to a ſum ſhort only by 100,000. of the higheſt 
revenue ever known in this country in time of peace; ſuch for 
inſtance as the year 1792. 3 | | 
After a ſhort converſation between him and Mr. Fox, in 
which the figures and dates were detailed, the miniſter moved 
a reſolution,— That there be iſſued and applied the ſum of 
« 231,84 1l. 16s. 8d, now in'the Freaſury as a ſurplus of laſt 
“% year, to the ſervice of the year 1794. —The reſolution 
paſſed, and the report was ordered to be received the 11th. 
Mr. Drake aſked the miniſter, whether any, and what ſum, 
had been received at the Treaſury as a legacy from a private 
individual, for public purpoſes? He underſtood there was 2 
legacy of this kind, to the amount of zool. left by a Gen- 


tleman of the name of Wray. He had no doubt 1 
j | e he 


Ns, 
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the honeſt and faithful application of it, if it was received. He 
only wanted to be informed of the fact. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, it was not in his power 


to give the Hon. Member any information on the ſubject he 


alluded to, having no Nee whatever on this point. | 
Mr. Drake ſaid, he was perfectly fatisfied with the anſwer. . 
Mr. Dent moved for leave to bring in a Bill for preventing 


| Delays on Elections of Members to ſerve in Parliament. 


Granted. Pp TORTS, | 
The Bill to enable the Eaſt India Company to continue their 


Bond Debts, &c. paſſed a Committee of the whole Houſe, and 


the report was ordered to be received. 


„ * * 


A meſſage from the Lords informed the Houſe, their Lord- 
ſhips had agreed to the Glaſs Duty Bill; the Bill to indemnify 
the Governors of the Weſt India Iſtands, &c. for permitting. 


the Importation and Exportation of Goods in foreign Bot- 


toms; and to ſeveral private Bills. 


Mr. Wigley brought up a Bill for providing for the Fami- 
lies of Perſons who might be drawn by Lot to ſerve in the Mi- 


litia z which was read a firſt time. | | 
| Mr. Rolle ſaid, he ſhould propoſe a clauſe when the Bill 
came before the Committee, to remedy certain abuſes with 
regard to fubſtitutes.—Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tee, 10, 5 | 
De Attorney General was heard on the adjourned Cauſe of 
Mr. Bridges, in. relation to his claim to the barony of Chandos. 
Adjourned the further proceedings to a future dax. 
Wy INSOLVENT DEBTORS BILL. = | 
The Earl of Moira faid, that in the courſe of the laſt ſeſſion 
he had brought in a Bill, which was dropped, on its being 
agreed that the Judges ſhould prepare a report upon the ſub- 
ject, on which a new Bill ſhould be framed. No ſuch report 
had been made; and he now troubled their Lordſhips, merely 


to ſtate to them his moſt anxious wiſh that it might very 


ſhortly be made, when he hoped that ſome Noble Lord would 
take up the ſubject, as, from his prefent engagements, he 


ſhould be prevented from doing fo. He affured the Houſe, 


however, that had he been aware that the military operations 
for which he had held himſelf in readineſs, would have un- 
fortunately been ſo long delayed, he ſhould, before the preſent 
period, have brought the ſubject forward. 
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Lord Kenyon replied, that the Learned Judges had not ne- 
glected the ſubject ; and he believed he might take upon him- 
elf to aſſure the Noble Lord, that they would very ſhortly pre- 
ſent their anſwer to the Houſe : And he would alſo aſſure the 
Noble Lord, that, ſhould his military duty occaſion his abſence 
at the diſcuſſion, nothing ſhould be wanting in him to endea- 
vour at the attainment of that deſirable meaſure, which the 
Noble Lord had ſo warmly and laudably undertaken. 


HOWARD'S DIVORCE BILL, 
The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee, Lord Suffolk in 
the chair. | p | | 


All the clauſes in the Bill, except that for baſtardizing the 


iſſue of Lady Elizabeth Howard ſubſequent to the 24th of 
July 1793, were agreed to. When that clauſe was read, 
Lord Kenyon, after paying ſome compliments to the Noble 
Families who were unfortunately concerned in this unhappy 
| buſineſs, added, that he had no reaſon to believe that the report 
was true of Lady Elizabeth being forced into the match, at 
leaſt no ſuch circumſtance came out on the trial, which was 
held before him. His Lordſhip argued at ſome length againſt 


the clauſe for baſtardizing the iſſue; contending, that if a 


child ſhould be born within nine months after ſhe left her 
huſband's houſe, how could their Lordſhips reconcile it to 
themſelves to baſtardize that child? His Lordſhip ſaid, that 
after the child was born, the legitimacy of it might be inveſti- 
gated in a court of juſtice, and the parties themſelves might be 
examined, ſo as to aſcertain the fact. It was ſo eaſy to pro- 
ceed in this manner, that, his Lordſhip ſaid, he ſhould feel 
himſelf bound to give his negative to the clauſe. 5 

T he Duke of Norfolk roſe on the part of Mr. Howard, and 
declared that he was certainly very much aggrieved in this 
caſe. He had not, he ſaid, drawn the clauſe without foreſee- 
ing the objections that might be made to it, and he was pre- 
pared to meet them. He did not wiſh that the lenity of the 
laws of England, which eſtabliſhed it as a maxim that it were 
better for many guilty to eſcape, than that one innocent man 
ſhould ſuffer, ſhould 
here the guilt was ſufficiently eſtabliſhed, and he could prove 
the non-acceſs of Mr. Howard for ſome time previous to the 
24th of July. He had a letter from Mr. Howard to Lord Fau- 
conberg, in which he complained of the unhappy difference 
that ſubſiſted between him and his lady, which exiſted to ſuch 
an extreme, that ſhe had denied him that intercourſe upon 
which this clauſe now depended. If neceſſary, his Grace 
ſaid, he would read it to the Houſe; he hoped, however, that 


delicacy and feeling for family misfortunes would induce ” 
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Houſe to excuſe him. In order to remove all difficulties to 
the clauſe, the Duke moved; by way of amendment, that in- 
ſtead of the words, © 24th of July laſt,” the “ 24th of April 
inſtant,” ſhould be inſerted. | 

Lord Auckland oppoſed the clauſe, and contended that the 
precedent, which, if it paſſed, would be eſtabliſhed, muſt be highly 


dangerous. He denied that the act ſtated by the Noble Duke 
at all applied to the preſent caſe; and defied any man to ad- 


duce a precedent of any Bill having paſſed to baſtardize a child 
unborn. | | 5 | 

The Lord Chancellor oppoſed the clauſe on the ſame grounds, 
and ſaid, that the caſe of Stewart was not in point, for in 


that caſe the child was born full twelve months after the lad 


had eloped from her huſband, and during the whole of that 
time he had been in Ireland and ſhe in England; and that, 


even under thoſe circumſtances, the clauſe did not paſs with- 


out conſiderable debate. His Lordſhip adviſed, that a further 
day ſhould be taken, that his Grace might have time to confider 


the propriety of perſiſting in his ſupport of the clauſe ; and 


that in the preamble it might be omitted, that the lady was 
pregnant at the time ſhe eloped from her huſband. 

Earl Stanhope propoſed to adjourn the Committee to a fu- 
ture day. | | 


The Duke of Norfolk was about to reply, and was proceeding 


to read the letter to which, in the courſe of the debate, he had 
alluded, when 


The Biſhop of Rocheſter moved, © That the Houſe be cleared;” 
and | 


The ſtrangers were ordered to withdraw, and were not re- 
admitted, he Committee, after further debate, was ad- 
journed until Monday the 14th. | 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
| | TruRsDaAY, April 10. Boy 

The Afſhby-de-la-Zouch Canal, Stafford Shire-Hall, Camel 
and South Kelſey Incloſures, Newcaſtle, Bedford, Burford, 
and Dunchurch Roads, and Peachey's Eſtate Bills, were read 


a third time, and paſſed. Le 6 
Ar. Baftard brought up a Bill for the protection of the 


woolcombers in their trade, againſt the uſe of a machine in- 


vented for combing wool. The Bill was read a firſt time, and 
ordered to be read a ſecond time on Monday, and to be 


printed, £ 
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The Bill for exempting certain Claſſes of the Poor in Eng- 
land from labouring upon the Highways, was alſo read a firſt 
time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time on Monday, and to 
be printed. ie e 19? 1 
Mr. Dent brought up a Bill for further preventing of De- 
lay in the Elections of Members to ſerve in Parliament. It 
was read a firſt time, ordered to be read a ſecond time on Mon- 
day, and printed. | | 99:1 | 
| BOARD OF AGRICULTURE. PU 

Sir John Sinclair ſtated, that he had a Petition to preſent 
from the Board of Agriculture; but the time limited by the 
order of the Houſe for receiving petitions being elapſed, he 
found it neceſſary to lay grounds before them to induce them 
to receive it. Thoſe grounds were, that it was found impoſ- 
ſible to prepare the petition in time; and the urgency of the 
cafe forbad its being poſtponed to another ſeſſion, He there- 
fore moved, that the petition ſhould be brought up. 

Which being agreed to, the petition was brought up, read, 
and ordered to lie on the table. | 3 
The Bill for eſtabliſhing a Court of Judicature in Neu- 
foundland paſſed a Committee of the whole Houſe, and the 
report was ordered to be received to-morrow. | 


EAST, INDIA COMPANY, » . 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the Order of the Day 
on the Bill to enable the Eaſt India Company to continue their 
Bond Debts; which being read, he then obſerved, that it was 
not probable that his Right Hon. Friend (Mr. Dundas) could 
attend that day ; he ſhould therefore ſuggeſt to the Right Hon. 
Gentleman (Mr. Francis) the propriety of his making his ob- 
ſervations on this Bill in the preſent Rage, as poſſibly there 
might be ſome Members in the Houſe who might be able to 
afford him ſome anſwer. _ | 

Mr. Francis ſaid he was ſorry for the abſence of the Right 
Hon. Gentleman. He had only one or two queſtions to put; 
he did not mean to go into the merits of the Bill before the 
Houſe, nor at preſent into any queſtion on the affairs of the Eaſt 
India Company. The Chancellor of the Exchequer, and by him 
the Houſe of Commons, ſtood pledged by the terms of the loan, 
to the ſubſcribers, that no more money ſhould be raiſed on the 
public credit (except the Exchequer Bills, which the ſubſcribers 
knew of ) for the preſent year, than that loan; he wanted to 
know whether at the time of the Right Hon. Gentleman's nego- 
tiating this loan, he told the ſubſcribers to it that it was his in- 
tention to allow the Eaſt India Company to borrow this on} 
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il not, he conceived this tobe a breach of faith with the ſubſcribers 
to that loan, who undoubtedly ought to know at the time th 

made their bargain, the extent to which the credit of the Pub- 


lic was pledged. There was another thing on which he wanted 


information x7 and which information the miniſter could give 
him if he pleaſed, although not before the Houſe, and which, 


if he was rightly informed, was againſt law, There was a 


ſum, he was told, now raiſing in this country for the Iriſh, aud 


that to the amount of one million. Of an intention to do this, 


alſo, the ſubſcribers to the loan ought to have had notice; and 
if they had not, it was a breach of faith to them. q 5 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that not a ſingle word 
in the propoſal of the loan had the moſt diſtant reference to 
alter the one or the other of theſe objects. | 


The report of the Bill was then received. - On the queſtion- 


for engrofling the Bill, Colonel M*Leod faid, that the miniſter 
had not given any ſatisfactory anſwer upon this ſubject. 

Mr. Francis ſaid, he had ſolid grounds now for believing 
that nothing paſſed in the tranſaction of the loan that gave the 
ſubſcribers to it any idea. that this loan was intended to be 
made. | TEE HTS 5% | 


caſe, Neither the one nor the other of the Hon. Gentlemen 
(Mr. Francis and Col. Macleod) ſeemed to underſtand any 
thing of the purport of the Bill, or they would not ſay it was a 
loan for the Eaſt India Company. The Eaſt India Company 
made no loan by this Bill; it was only a Bill to enable them 
to continue their bond debt at 2,000,000]. inſtead of reducing 
it to. 1,500,000]. which they were before bound to do; and to 
iſſue bonds for a ſum of money if they had a neceſſity for it. 
lt oo not appear to the Houſe that there was any ſuch ne- 
ceiſity. f 


Mr. Francis ſaid, this was the firſt time he heard that iſſu- 


ing bonds for the payment of money was not a loan. e 
Colonel M Leod made an obſervation to the ſame effect. 
The Bill was then ordered to be engroſſed, and to be read a 
third time on Monday, if then engroſſed. 


Iod NEWBURCGH. ED 
Mr. Hobart brought up the Bill, to enable his Majeſty to 
grant certain eſtates in fee ſimple, which had been forfeited by 
ecrtain perſons named in the Bill, to Lord Newburgh ; which 
was read a firſt time. PT | 


REVIEW OF THE LAST CAMPAIGN. N 


Major Maitland began with declaring, that he felt but little | 


necellity to offer any apology to the Houſe for the motion 
3 5 which 


Mr. David Scott ſaid, there was a miſunderſtanding in this 
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which it was his intention to bring before them. No apology 
could be neceſſary to be made by a Member of that Houſe, for 
acting in conformity to a ae eee diſcharge of what he 
confidered to be his duty. The magnitude and importance of 
the ſubject were in fact no apology for bringing it before the 
Houſe for diſcuſſion. On one ground indeed he felt the greateſt 
neceſſity of an apology, for the defect of ability in the perſon 
who had undertaken to bring this buſineſs forward. He anx- 
iouſly wiſhed that the taſk had fallen into other hands, and he 


lamented that the caſe was otherwiſe; but obſerving the ad- 


vanced period of the ſeſſion, and that no perſon made the at- 
tempt, or offered their ſervices to their country on the occa- 
fion, and finding that we were again going to renew the hor- 
rid ſcene of carnage and devaſtation which overſpread the 
continent, ſooner than the queſtion ſhould not be brought for- 
ward, he had ventured to undertake it. Let the cauſe of the 


war be what it might, whether legitimate or otherwiſe, it was 


worth while at leaſt to inquire how it had been conducted, 


and eſpecially in the laſt campaign. 
If it were true that inquiries into the conduct of the Execu- 


tive Government were proper when we were engaged in war 


on the moſt legitimate principles, when the cauſe of the war 
might be to vindicate our honour, to protect our allies, or 
what, in his opinion, was the moſt legitimate of all the 
cauſes of war, to defend our own territories, how much more 
neceſſary were inquiries in ſuch a war as the preſent, which, 
if he was right, could not be juſtified by any legitimate prin- 
ciple! The agitation of this queſtion could not, he conceir- 
ed, be diſagreeable to any ſide of the Houſe. Thoſe who 
thought with him that the war was unwiſe, unjuſt, and unne- 
ceflary in its commencement, and that, if both juſt and ne- 


ceſſary, it had been weakly and ignorantly conducted, that 


hitherto it had been unſucceſsful in its progreſs, and afforded 
no proſpect on our part of an advantageous termination that 
a dangerous alarm had been ſounded through the country 
without any good reaſon; thoſe who thought, as he did, that 
the conſtitution was leſs likely to be injured by what was 
called the mangling hands of reformers, among whom the 
Right Hon. Gentleman (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) 
had once appeared conſpicuouſly, than by thoſe who laboured 
uniformly to increaſe the prerogative of the Crown, ought to 
vote for an inquiry, ſuch as he ſhould propoſe, in order that 


wiſer ſteps might be purſued in future. Thoſe who, with the 


Right Hon. Gentleman, maintained it to have been a glorious 
campaign on our part, and that during the whole of the laſt 


campaign we had experienced nothing but the moſt brilliant 
1 | NE ; | and 
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and unparalleled ſucceſs, ought to vote for the ſame inquiry for 


the ſatisfaction they and the Public muſt have from the reſult 
of it. The honour, the character, the fame of the Right 
Hon. Gentleman, were concerned ; and he thought himſelf 
entitled to the Right Hon. Gentleman's thanks for bringing 
forward a motion which would enable him to remove the 
aſperſions that had been thrown upon him in his official ſitu- 
ation, 'There was another deſcription of perſons who thought 
the war juſt and neceſſary, and that it ought at all events to be 
continued; and yet they admitted that the campaign had been 
il conducted, and that the Right Hon. Gentleman was not a 
war miniſter, - though they determined to ſupport him. How 
they could juſtify this conduct, and extricate themſelves from 
the dilemma in which they were placed, he was greatly at a 
loſs to know. If they did not alter their opinions, and with- 
draw from miniſters their ſupport, what conſolation . would 
they wy to fly to, except the laſt refuge of human miſery 
hope ; j | 2888 


At the commencement of the campaign nothing was to be 


heard of but the ſuperiority of the diſcipline of our troops: 
The Duke of York, with his brave army, was to ſtrike terror 
on the miſerable Sans Culottes of France, and put them to 
flicht, and the Engliſh were to march in triumph. to Paris. 
What was the caſe at preſent ? A bill was depending in Par- 
lament for the avowed purpoſe of protecting this country 


from invaſion by the French. In fact, the whole of the con- 


duct of this war was ſimilar to that of the American war. 
At firſt the Americans were denominated a vile miſerable ban- 
Citti, to be conquered at once; but when that was found 
impoſſible, then we began to revile them tor want-of prin- 
ciple, and endeavoured, by empty declamation, to practiſe 
upon the paſſions of the thoughtleſs part of the Public. | 

Relying more on the magnitude and importance of the ſub- 
ject for enſuring the attention of the Houſe, than on any ar- 
gument he could uſe, he would ſtate to them what was his 
view of the laſt campaign. It was his wiſh. to have limited 
himſelf altogether to ſuch meaſures as originated wholly in the 
Britiſh Cabinet, and were carried into effect principally by 


Britiſh troops, though, perhaps it might not be in his 


power to conform himſelf entirely to that wiſh. The mea- 


lures to which he ſhould principally call the attention of the 


Houſe were the affair of Dunkirk, and the capture of Toulon, 
and the ſudden retreat from that city and port; he ſhould alſo 
ſay a few words concerning the expedition under the Earl af 
Moira, to whom he took occaſion to pay a handſome compli- 
ment for his military merit and his many virtues. Previous 
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to thoſe victories, by which the French had been driven from 2 
Belgium, and Holland thereby relieved from the n 8 
of danger, we had little or no right to claim any ſhare in the 2 45 
merits or demerits of the campaign. He would | Pulp by the in k 
impolicy of ſending a handful of men to join the powerful Ck 
armies of Clairfait and the Prince of Cobourg; a contrary . 
policy might have been of great ſervice to this country, i . 
thoſe troops had been ſent to ſecond the diſcontented party at aſe 
that period in conſiderable force in La Vendee, ſince: * 
footing might have been obtained in France, which would *. 
have been attended with fingular advantage with a view to _ 
obtaining the object of the war. The ſuffering the advantage Eur 
which fortune threw into the hands of the allies on the melan. . 
choly event of the death of the King of France, to paſs by, * 
was wholly inexcuſable. At that time, and for a conlider- i 
able time afterwards, the whole kingdom of France was dif: pub 
trated; and from that time until the Mountain became tri TRE 
umphant, France was in a fituation of which the combined whe 
powers might have availed themſelves ; but inſtead. of that, 8 
the conduct of the allies had tended to make France formidz- 1 
ble, by uniting them almoſt as one man, as to the opinion wg 
they entertained of their enemies, whatever they might think 1 
of each other: Nor was it difficult to learn the opinion the 8 
allies had of the ſituation of their cauſe againſt the French. Ba 
This was a part he only mentioned, becauſe he felt it to be true; paſſe 
he ſhould not dwell nor argue upon it. On the contrary, he 2 
would grant that the Britiſh had their ſnare in all the glory, az " us 
it was called, of the campaign—he ſhould grant all the merit ny” 
due to the army for the recovery of Belgium, the taking of — 
Valenciennes, Conde, Queſnoy, and Mayence; granting, he hs, 
ſaid, the whole merit due tor all this, he felt himſelf completely bake 
prepared to deny the general ſucceſs of the laſt campaign as | ds, 
itood, independent of future proſpects. If, inſtead of any 0 tet 
the legitimate cauſes for war, we had a view of changing the == 
Government of France, he would prove that, with regard to Cob, 
our future proſpect, we were ſo far from having gained nt hs 
thing, that we had moſt conſiderably loſt, and that we ha AM 
now more dithculty in obtaining the bleſſings of peace than at add 
the commencement of the campaign. To form an opinion upon Duk 
this poiat, we ſhould look at the alteration we had made in the wa 
minds of our enemies, on the army of France, on the people o thoſ 
France, and on the allied powers. with whom we. were FR pom 
What was the preſent opinion of the French troops cou 50 
be beſt icen from their conduct, and the change that had been — 
made therein ſince the time when they fled before the 1 guſt; 
umphant and victorious armies of. M. de Cobourg and M, 11 
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energy were increaſed. Be that opinion of theirs right or 
wrong, 15 WAR A 1155 5 to us, becauſe it had an effect 
upon th a 119 alſo there was no thinking man in 
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% Let us turn (ſaid the Mzjor) to the allied armies. 5 

us ſee if there we meet with ny ſigns of that great ſucceſs we 
are ſo perpetually boaſting of ? Do we now ſee them eager to 
attack and anxious to puſh forward? Let us appeal to the Gene- 
rals Wurmſer and Brunſwick; their great and powerful armies 
are frittered down to mere gar arriſon troops, hardly able to pro- 
tect a few ſtrong poſts and tortified places. If you go further 
northward, view. the once victorious arm of Monſieur 
Cobourg, before which the French troops fle fled y wit 
der is be ſituation at preſent 2 Checked 
ompelled to retire, and merely 


tion and terror. 
in its progreſs, it hag bee 


act upon, the defenſive. 78 7 rom the reſignation of the 


Duke of Brunſwick of the command of the Pruſſian troops 


we are to conclude that the. c campaign has been crowned with | 


thoſe brilliant e which 5 have heard boaſted i in all the 
pomp of langua His reſignation mult have iſen from 
one of two FR Sh 15 er his own diſguſt, or th the di ſapproba- 
tion of his is maſter, the King of Pruſffaß diſ- 


guſted hi we e either wit ith the Fant 1 in. which he was en- 
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hopes had painted. General 
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aged, or hopeleſs of ſucceſs, he reſigned; or the King of 


ſſia, diſappointed in his expectations of ſucceſs, and 


thinking that diſappointment aroſe from the General, ſignified 


his wiſh that he ſhould reſign; either of which caſes proves 
that the ſucceſs-of the campaign is not ſuch as our delufive 

Wurmſer ſtands in 'the fame 
ſituation, he is to retire. from his command. And what is 
the ſituation of the army of Saxe Cobourg ? A general diſcon- 


tent, according to report, prevailed in his army; and it was 


ſaid that gallant officer and experienced general was to be 


ſuperſeded in his command, and the Emperor himſelf to take 


the command of that army to appeaſe its diſcontent. Did 
theſe circumſtances ariſe from an opinion that the campaign 
had been ſucceſsful? From the hour of the taking of Valen- 


ciennes, no one ſucceſs has attended the arms of the com- 
| bined powers, and fince the unfortunate affair of Maubeuge 
they ſeem to have daily declined. _ Dy OY 


What have been the feelings of our allies upon this 


'ſubjea? Are 575 ſuch as 2 an opinion that the 
uc 1 


campaign has been ſucceſsful? With regard to the Empreſs 
of Ruſſia, it would not be an eaſy matter to collect her feeling 
on the ſubjeCt from any thing ſhe had done: If her ſentiments 


with regard to neutral nations were congenial to thoſe profeſſ- 


ed by the Britiſh nation, inſtead of taking poſſeſſion of 
Oczakow, which to prevent, we thought we ought to have 
involved the country in a war, we ſhould ſee her march an army 
to Conſtantinople to compel the Turk to relinquiſh that neu- 


trality his prudence had adopted.” What are the feelings of 
the King of Pruſſia on this ſubject? The Major ſaid, he 


had heard ſome defence ſet up for every power who had enga- 


ged in the war againſt France, but for Pruſſia no excuſe had 
ever been attempted to be made; he was the firſt to embark 


in the war at a time when all the other powers of Europe ac- 
knowledged the new conſtitution of France; he at that period 
boldly and openly declared his ſentiments, that it was his 
intention to puniſh thoſe impibus affailants of the —_ of 
Kings. * He is the firſt to recede from the war, after having 
made the other combined powers dupes of his nefarious 
policy. What did he now ſay ? Does he aſſert, that ſuccel 
crowned your arms in the laſt campaign?“ In the Morning 


Papers his declaration has e which, though not the 


proper channels of official authority, might be relied on. What 
are his ſentiments expreſſed in that declaration? One part, 


- which appeared to be a deduction from tlie Whole, he ſhould 
take the liberty to read; and what did that fay ? that * His 


Majeſty does now renounce the ſame, and alſo every reſolu- 
I h | 8 ties 


A111 


tion e 
fore t 
the G 
thouſ 
ſtantl 
uneq 
camp: 
upon 
feel t 
a VIEW 
it was 
they b 
feeling 
a ſecu 
of an 
had no 
of Fre 
We fir 
unuſuz 
mainta 
For th 
would 
him, u 


The pu 
the Al 
ſplendi 
change 
(juſt w 
pamph] 
lcp 
Brunſu 
Paris ſt 
Aſſertic 
Americ 
been c: 
lacy of 
porters 
Americ 
of cloth 
they lab 
could fi. 
relied u 
ſtarved; 
no ſaltp 
they wat! 
tiemaja 
5 


42114 10% WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 273. 


tion of the Circles relative thereto. His Majeſty has there- 
fore taken the reſolution no longer to grant his protection to 
the German empire, but to order his army (excepting twenty. 
thouſand auxiliaries, according to the different treaties) in- 
ſtantly to return to his own. dominions.” This ſeems pretty 
unequivocally to expreſs his feelings upon the. ſucceſs of the 
campaign. What appear to be the feelings of the Emperor 
upon the ſubject, his conduct will alſo.evince, He ſeems to 
feel the neceſſity, of his ſubjects riſing in a maſs: Is this. with 
a view. to offenſive operations againſt France? Far otherwile ;, 
it was to protect themſelyes —— the attacks of the enemy 
they before affected to deſpiſe. What are at preſent the 
feelings of the people of this country? Do they ſeem to feel 
a ſecurity from the ſucceſs of the campaign? No; they talk 
of an invaſion, which, previous to this ſucceſsful campaign, 
had not heen dreamed of: We find it neceflary to have an army 
of Frenchmen in Engliſh pay, in addition to our other force: 
We find it neceſſary, for our protection, to call forth new and 
unuſual forces for the protection of the country, and to 
maintain them in an unuſual and unconſtitutional manner. 
For the real ſentiments of the country, the Major ſaid, he 
would appeal to the feelings of the Gentlemen who heard 
him, who could not ſay that ſucceſs had given them ſecurity. 
The publications from the Treaſury, and from Mr. Reeves and 
the Aſſogiators, demonſtrated, that the ſucceſs was not fo. 
ſplendid. as had been boaſted. Their tone ſeemed; much 
changed. Previous to the laſt campaign, the language was. 
(juſt what they could have picked up from every declamatory 
pamphlet written during the American war), Can an un- 
diſciplined 'rabble oppoſe the veteran armies of the Duke of 
Brunſwick and of Prince Cobourg ? Can the Sans Culottes of 
Paris ſtand againſt his Royal Highneſs the Duke of York ?” 
Aſſertions like theſe had been laviſhed in the firſt years of the 
American war; and yet great generals, and great armies, kad 
been captured by the undiſciplined rabble, When the fal- 
lacy of thoſe hopes and aſſertions had been proved, the f 
porters of the American war changed their ſtyle. Then the 
Americans would be ſtarved into ſubmiſſion; they were in want 
of clothes, of food, of arms, of military ſtores; in a word, 
they laboured under every want that the ingenuity of man 
could find out. The ſame ſpecies of aſſertion was at preſent. 
relied upon; and we are told that the French muſt ſoon be 
ſtarved; that they have no corn, no ſhoes, no clothes, no arms, 
no ſaltpetre, &c. &c. They want all theſe * . but do 
they want military efficiency? We had been told laſt year, that 


themajority of che French nation were dilaffecled to the Con- 
27 a | 
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vention, and that this whs certaftily à war bf opinions! Was man: 


there an inſtance to be found where opinibns were ſo ſtrongly day f 
coſifiintd as thoſè which we combated, and fo much ſhaken expe! 
as thoſe that we'wiſhed to ſupport? DOB n em tions 
As far as telatetl to the Britiſſ character, it did not feem to nor 2 
him to be at all involved previous to the convention of Antwerp. was 
He depretated the idea of being thought to intend any reflection taken 
upon the character of any officer or ſoldier employed in the they 
execution of the projects of which he was to ſpeak; he was molt 
convinced that ee Britiſh troops were employed, valour to th 
would be diſplayed, and that their part would be exetutted, and quiſit 
executed well; his intention was to point out the errors of the e 
the Cabtnet in their plans, and the inadequacy of the meant mitte 


they took to carry their plans into execution. A fixed, and, 
in his opinion, a wiſe plan, had been adopted by the Generals 
of the allied armies; which was, to keep the whole of their 
force combined and directed to a ſingle object. 80 long as 
they adhered to this plan, fo long were their arms erowned 
with ſucceſs; and misfortune followed their firſt deviation from 
it. Soon after the reduction of Valenciennes, bppoſite plans 
were propoſed, and different meaſures adopted: The union 
of the force directed to a ſingle point was no longer obſerved; 
but detached forces were drawn from the main body of the 
army, and thoſe forces proved unſueceſsful. The queſtion 
was, where did theſe plans originate ? Could it be ſuppoſed 
they originated with thoſe perſons who Had laid down oppoſite 
plans, which had been ſucceſsful? Muſt it not rather be imma. 
gined, that ſuch plans originated with thoſe who were the 
moſt immediately intereſted in their ſucceſs? Was it not to 
be ſuppoſed that they originated with thoſe whoſe troops were 
to be the principal agents to carry them into execution? As 
far as could be ſeen, and the moſt probable conjecture that 
could be made, was, that thoſe plans originated in the Britth 
Cabinet, which alone was to have benefited by the capture of 
Dunkirk. The ſole hope of ſucceſs from à detached force 
muſt ariſe from the promptitude'of execution, and the ability 
to act. Did either of theſe qualities mark the meaſure of the 
attack upon Dunkirk? Certainly not. From the capture of 
Valenciennes, to the attack upon Dunkirk, no prominent fea- 
ture of the war appears, no action which might have employed 
either troops or time; yet, between thoſe periods, a ſpace of 
near four weeks elapſed; whereas the only time when ſuch 
an attack could be made with any well-founded hope of ſut- 
ceſts, would have been at the moment when the Freheh were 
amazed, confounded, and depreffed with the loſs of ſo im- 
portant a place as Valenciennes. But how was this meature 
5 > Fn 7 manage 
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managed in its execution? The Duke of Vork was there at # 


day fixed by the Maſter General of the Ordnance, where he 
expected to have found every thing ready to ſecond his exer- 
tions; he came to attack à ten, and found not à ſingle gun, 
nor a ſingle ſhipy to evver the attacks” When ſuch an attack 
was profected, it was certamly the duty of miniſtry to have 
taken care to have every neceſſary ſtore in readineſs before 
they attempted to promulgate” the plan; they diſplayed the 
molt groſs and unpardonable raſhneſs in difclofingtheirplan 
to the General, before they had every thing in feadimeis re- 


quiſite to earry it into execution; and an infamous neglect in 


the executive miniſters, te- hom e ment Was toms 
mitted, not to Have thoſe neceſſary artiole 

was the ſituation of that gallam Officer, the Dube of Tork, 
upon his cbming before Dunkirk ? Not 2 ſingle gam to Vegin 
his attack: And though that was the only place\ where the 
Britiſh fleet could have been ſerviceable in obtaining the object 
of the campaign, he did not find a fſingie gun- boat to cover 
his attack. The Maſter General of the "Ordnance lad de- 
ceived him; and to him, and to Adminiſtration only, was the 
failure of the enterpriſe to be imputed. The Firſt Bord of 
the Admiralty had alſo been guilty of ſomething that bort the 
appearance of criminal neglect, and he ought, in juſtide to 
| his own character, to aſſign ſome reaſon or other, to ſhewꝭ that 
it was riot owing to inattention on his part or that of the 
Board at which he prefided;” When he conſidered the nature of 
the ſervice to be performed, and the object in view, he thought 
there had been great raſtmeſs in planning, en neglect 
in the execution of this ſſege. Whether we look to one part 
or the other of the enterpriſe, never did any miſconduct ſeem 
more grofs, more apparent, and more culpable. In excuſe for 
the failure it had been ſtated, that troops from every part 
of France had been chected to repel the attack upon Dun. 
kick; that they had been drawn from the armies” of the Rhine 
and Moſelle. The fact was, that the draft from the armies 


of the Rhine and Moſelle had been made previous te the 


reduction of Valenciennes; but even admitting the fact to be 
as they have ſtated itʒ What is the conclufiori to be drawn ? that 

the French had energy enough to bring troops from ſo diſtant 
apart of the kingdom fer che defence of Dunkirk; whilſt we, 
who were cloſe upon its ſhores, could not ſehd a fingle Tthipz 
and have it ready to aſſiſt our army in its attatłꝭ These things 
dad happened before the decree for the ieuã n maſt had emo 
out, therefore it chuld not be ſuid that we had then to content 
with an armed nation. Another argument; urged in defence 
of the retreat, or rather as a palhation for the failure 3 

. = N | proje » 


9 


in 
provided What 


— 


17 5 
i g 

2 

1 

, 91 

: £4 

4 

B 

* 

. 

: 

. 4 

Cx N 

me 
* 4 1 
1 
12 

: 1 

l EY 4 
bs 

: fy 

Mil © 115 

eie 
L . 

5 22 

: T 

1 N 

! ; 

2 5 * 
ar 4, 
\ * Tc 
. 

WL 
n 

i Vs! 
4 TY 
| 12 

/ CA 

i | 

1 {& 

: " oc 

EY 

q 5 C 

21 n 

_ 7 

. 7 

: ws 
147 

<4 
I 
Ms 

. IN 
| it. 

: {IN 

# þ 1 * 

BG 
VERS, 
! 6 

Þ * 
Mao} 
1359 
, "3 7 
[4 
pH 
n 
" l 7 
. 1 N 
: PAST 
1 
L] 
0578 
4 £ 
+ 
. 
15 
e 
IS PR 
W 
: N ret 
17. Ru 
e 
Uh 
' 2 * 
414 
N 1 
1 
| + 
"00 
Y 14 
4 
"i 
1 

4 
7 
' = 

. 
11 
: * 1 
1 7 > 
167 Re. 

. +4 1 

h 3” 
: Nn 
/ 1 1 
* , 
1 4 
v8 
| L366 
} 1 1 #| 
| ; 
: | 
1 
! 1 1 
* 1 
” $f 
: . 
7 J 
N 1 
i 2» 
_ 
£ : 1 «1 
„ 
1 7 8 N 1 
: 1995 
e 
| ſ 
Im 
e 

. 

- mw 
5 15 
"XY 

1 . 
Bis 


—— 


!.. ˙ FERN <a 25 
r 
1 D 


N 3 . 
= N 24 * 3 - 8 = 
- Wren ä — — ———— — JO PRES TT: Tr E — S o l 

— — S_ — —— = go — — — 5 9 — 4 "a \ 7 
& cat W Ty . OTE Tony apt eo LA oo * ent RAI. 3 x . 2 = 
Pg 2 — wb» * „ _ mes . ” —— 2 — — —— — — N 1 — * 
5 — 2 oven? Le — — — - — 5 — > —— — 2 — — - 
— SACS. — 


+ 
ed ra 


1 
80 
3 
1 
+ mY 
© 3 
CES - 
1 
"02 | 
_ 
1 N 


8 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY: REPORTS: [Coe 


ject, was, that though it was not ſucceſsful with regard th 
unkirk, Queſnoy fell in conſequence of the attack; the 
French being, obliged to call off their troops ſor the deſence 


of Dunkirk, diminiſhed their forces at Queſnoy, by which 
means it fell into the hands of the allies. Suppoſing this to 


be the fact, was it any reaſon that the project againſt Dunkirk 
ſhould not have been ſeconded by thoſe whoſe duty it was to 
have done it? and then probably Dunkirk as well as Queſnoy 
would have fallen. The conduct with regard to this expe- 
dition, the Major ſaid, ſhould found one part of his motion; 


and it was impoſſible to deny that it was ſuch as demanded 


inveſtigation. The ſecond part of his motion ſhould relate 
to the capture and evacuation of Toulon, in which had been 
diſplayed a degree of folly, imbecility, and treachery, unex+ 


ampled in the hiſtory of the Britiſh nation, and diſhonourable 


to the Britiſh name. How we became — of it had been 
repreſented variouſly by miniſters, at different times, as it ſuit · 
ed the purpoſe of their arguments of the moment. At one 
time its ſurrender was held out as a proof of the confidence 
entertained by the good people of France in the faith of Eng- 
lihmen, and the general diſaffection to the exiſting govern- 
ment that prevailed. At another time it was inſtanced as a 
proof of the great wifdom, ſkill, and intrepidity of Lord 
Hood, who ſo completely blocked up a ſuperior fleet in the 
harbour of Toulon, that by dint of famine he obliged them to 
furrender. The Major ridiculed the fuppoſition of ſuch a 
blockade as could induce ſuch a city to ſurrender, and com- 


pared it to another celebrated blockade, that of Marfeilles, by 


the ſame Noble Lord, and recited by himſelf. The circum. 
ſtance circulated by Lord Hood was an intimation he received, 
that General Carteau was preparing to carry off from Mar- 


ſeilles a conſiderable ſum of money; which deſign, ſaid the 


Noble Lord, © I have taken effectual meaſures to prevent, by 
ſending a cruizer to hover pn the harbour.“ The reaſoying 
in both caſes was equally abſurd. While the Harlour was 
blocked up, Carteau could not take away the money by land, 
nor the Touloneſe recejve proviſions. In truth, there was no 
denying but we abtained poſſeſſion of Toulon by treaty, and 
by that only. The fall of the Girondiſis had ſpread: diſaffec- 


tion and revolt throughout the extent of the republic, and 


more particularly in the maritime places. The whole navy, 
from the Admiral to the common ſailor, was, at the firſt, hoſtile 
to the Convention; and it was while this impreſſion was on 


their minds that Lord Hood made that unfortunate acquiſition. 


He did not, however, obtain it but on condition of affording 


them protection, and guaranteeing to them the n 
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of 1789. Thus it ſtood for a while, untib there was an op- 


| n the hand of the miniſter to appear in it, after 


which Touloneſe were promiſed to have ſuch a Govern- 
ment as ſhould be agreed upon; that is, they were to be go- 
verned by an hereditary deſpot, who was to treat them better 
than the other deſpots his anceſtors. The Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) had aſked if no 
credit was to be given to the Noble Lord (Hood) in the Me- 


diterranean, for blocking up the French fleet in Toulon? If no 


credit was to be given to the Noble Lord for ſtarving the 
people of Toulon into a compliance with his meaſures, and a 
ſurrender of the town? Whether that Lord's conduC@t merited 
praiſe or cenſure, could be beſt found upon inquiry. But as to 
the humane doctrine of ſtarving, the ſole merit did not belon 

to him; the Major ſaid, he had authority equal to that of his 
Lordſhip, which ſhews: the praiſe of that meritorious att 


ſhould be divided; that was the authority of Don Juan Langara, 
who claims a ſhare in blocking up the port of Toulon, and 
of ſtarving the inhabitants into a compliance with their views. 


That Government could have no idea of taking poſſeſſion of 
Toulon, when Lord Hood was firſt ſent into the Mediter- 
ranean, was obvious from one ſingle circumſtance, that when 


the troupe were to land, there was not a ſingle officer that 
could ta} | 


e the command of them; and it was of neceſſity en- 
truſted to a naval officer (Captain Elphinſtone), who, though 
of talents and capacity in ts own line, would certainly 
not have been employed for ſuch a purpoſe by Adminiſtration. 
Lord Mulgrave, 'an' officer whom he was glad to ſee in his 
place, and of whoſe military ſkill no man thought more highly, 


| ſoon after tgok'-the command of 2000 men, in addition 


to thoſe who were already in the garriſon, with which he. 
not only made ſome very fortunate forties, but alſo put the 
enemy to the rout z and had declared in his official letters, that 
e he felt himſelf and the place in a ſtate of comfortable ſe- 
curity.” As the garriſon ſtill continued ro :ncreaſe, the 
public mind might well be ſatisfied with ſuch repeated decla- 
rations. © x N oy „ 


Though not ſtriétiy connected with the ſubject of the 


motion he was to make, the Major ſaid, he muſt take ſome 


notice of the civil tranſactions of Toulon, which were highly 
injurious to the cauſe which we had eſpouſed; and a diſgrace 
to the nation. The inhabitants of Toulon had made à pro- 
poſition to Lord Hood, in which they ſtipulated for the conſti- 


tution of 1789, to which ſtipulation his r e. but 


which, as ſoon as he had it in bis power, he refuſed to fulfil. 


Never was there a groſſer violation of public faith; it would 


have 


r EE 


Should 
not an evacuation have been at once determined upon? Shou 
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have diſgraced à quibbling attorney, not to ſpeak of a great 


e he declaration which Lord Hood made was more 
1 than the retreat from Dunkirk, the defeat 
at Toulon, or the overthrow, of Wyrmſer. At that period it 
was well known that nearly the whole of the Frone 9 ya 
diſcontented with the governing powers, and we inc woes ip 
have ſurrendered to the power of England. The conduc 


of the Engliſh at Toulon was however ſuch as to put an end 


to all thaſe fair proſpects, and change that opinion. There 


was one part of ;the Noble Lord's conduct, the Major con- 


tended, that called loudly for explanation. That Noble Lord 


had taken upon him to give up four ſhips of the line to the 
| MLL 3 Breſt. If an officer, ſuffered a 


ip to fall into the hands of the enemy, the uſual cqurſe was 
ay hey bs to a court martial, and try him for his WP, 
He truſted, at leaſt, that ſome inquiry would be made wit 


in. Immediately | 
t ſurrender of theſe ſhips. To come immediate 
8 he 9 ak (to which ſubject he had given every. poſſible 


$ } 


attention), upon the face of it, be could not fee that eher 


there could have been any reaſonable hope of ſucceſs with 
Fund ho the tenure, of the Pact. ran not all che. water 
tunate capture of the coprageaus, Governor O Hara, that th 
true {tate of Toulon began to be ſuipected in this country. 
Then came out the extraordinary and unexpected org 
that though = ſhort time belars {ph 4 haudiul af men leide 
were deemed. a ſufficient force againſt an axmy of 10, ih 
yet it was apprehended that when we had 15,000 men 
the place, we were not likely to maintain qur ground. .There 
were two armies to be apprehended; one under General 775 
teau, at Marſeilles, conſiſting of ten thouſand men; the o 


an army from Italy, whoſe number and ſtrength were un · 


the Noble Lord. The frontier to be defended, was 
. of fifteen miles unfortiſied, beſide eight pita Tae 
Nothing leſs than a covering army, as he was well infor 1 
by perlons acquainted with Toulon, could enable arb 
keep poſſeſſion of it. The old government of unge, whio 
had the beſt generals and engineers in Europe in tg 1 
had always held it as a maxim, that Toulon could not be rep 


but with a ſtrong covering army, It was true, part of the 


enemy's fleet was taken off, part was burned, Tage gen 

part jeſt behind hut what was worſe than leaving . 
ü eee unfortunate people left v 11 
to the. {zngvinary, reſentment. of thoſe, from whom guy 
undertaken toprotett them. When the place was fqund 


| V 0 
be untenable, What ſhould have been our conduct? Show 
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not the whole fleet have been ſent away, and the miſerable in- 
habitants ſaved from the ſury of thoſe whom they had unpar- 
donably offended? If Toulon was thought an object worth 
having, why were not ſome effectual means taken to maintain 
the poſſeſſion -of it? Why, inſtead of employing the troops in 
ſchemes never put into execution, were they not ſent to pre- 
ſerve the conqueſt of Toulon? The place certainly ſhould 
| have been defended, whether its importance was looked at, 
or their ' conſideration was directed to the inhabitants, with | 
whom the commanders had entered into a treaty, and whom 
they had engaged themſelves to protect. ns phate 
The expedition under the Earl of Moira, though he did not 
intend to make it an object of the preſent motion, the Major 
ſaid, called for a few words from him. No man could enter- 
tain a higher opinion of the merits of that Noble Lord, and 
his great military talents, than he did; and the expedition 
might have been certainly uſeful, if it had been executed to 
give a little eclat to the Engliſh name, after our defeats at 
Dunkirk and Toulon. A time had been when the royaliſts 
of La Vendee, aſſiſted by us, would have done more for the 
attainment of our object than all the allied armies put to- 
gether; but the opportunity had paſſed without advantage. 
To ſhew that this was a project with which the country had 
been amuſed, without a hope of its being ſucceſsful, he only 
deſired to ſtate his Lordſhip's own words in the other Houſe 
of Parliament, which he then quoted. Let thoſe (ſaid the 
Major) who think that we have been ſucceſsful 'in the laſt 
7 or thoſe who look with hopes to the better ſucceſs 
of the preſent, conſider how it is commencing. Save the 
capture of a paltry iſland in the Weſt Indies, and a fort in the 
Eaſt Indies, taken almoſt at the commencement of the war, 
there is no ſucceſs that we can boaſt. Ideal expeditions to the 
Eaſt Indies had been talked of and abandoned.” An expe- 
dition had been undertaken to the Weſt Indies, which he 
hoped would be glorious: But in every other part of the world 
ve purſued the Ra policy which had blaſted our arms during 
the laſt campaign. On the iſland of Corſica we employed a 
mall force to accompliſh a great object; 1400 men to take 
the whole iſland. ' The probability was, that we ſhould be 
driven from Corſica juſt as we had been driven from Toulon, 
mamefully and diſgracefully. The ruinous ſyſtem of fighting. 
in detachments was ſtill perſevered in on the continent. The 
fame uncertainty with regard to the expedition of Lord Moira 
fill remains. In every point of view in which the ſubject 
could be conſidered,” it was one that demanded inquiry. The 
Major concluded by moving, That the Houſe refolve itſelf 
Vor. III. Aa & into 
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4 cauſes which led to the failure of the army under his Royal 


that ſyſtem. Previous however to entering into the details of 
the campaign itſclf, it was but natural to look at the conduct 


2250 0 men, whereas there were in the firſt campaign of the 


ecuted; and that, to the able mode in which it was con- 


nourable Gentleman had admitted, that the counſels adopted 
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© into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to inquire into the 


« Highneſs the Duke of York, at Dunkirk ; and alſo to inquire 
“ into the cauſes which led to the evacuation of Toulon, under 
« the command of General Dundas and Vice-Admiral Lord 
« Hood,” 2 | | RES Wis 

Mr. Sheridan ſeconded the motion. bs 

Mr. Fenkinſen roſe to reply, and began by afferting that 
notwithſtanding what had been advanced by the Honourable 
Mover, no individual enterpriſe of the laſt campaign furniſhed | 
reaſonable ground for blame; but that, on the whole, the ſyſtem | 
that had been adopted by the Britiſh Cabinet, and was purſued 
throughout the campaign, was the wiſeſt that could: have been 
adopted under all the exiſting circumſtances. - In ſupport of 
this opinion Mr. Jenkinfon ſaid, he propoſed. following in 
order the different enterpriſes as they occurred; and that he 
would afterwards enter into an examination of the nature of 


of thoſc in whole hands it was placed, and fee how they con- 
ducted themſelves in making preparations for the carrying it 
on. The efforts made upon this occaſion, he had no heſita- 
tion to prouounce the greateſt and moſt meritorious that ever 
occurred upon a ſimilar occaſion. The largeſt body of troops 
raiſcd during the firſt year of any former war, never exceeded 


preſent war, levies actually amounting to 34z000-men col- 
lected; this fingle circumſtance therefore alone entitled them 
to the praiſe of activity and fpirit. The firſt expedition of 
the campaign, in which the Britiſh troops were-ergaged, was 
the relief of Holland, upon its invaſion 4 The 
character which the effort deſerved in his mind Was; that it 
was the wiſeſt and moſt alert that ever was planned and er- 


ducted, Holland eventually owed her ſafety, inaſmuch as it 
was aſcribable to the employment which the French found for 
their arms before Williamſtadt, that the allies gained time to 
advance, and in the end drive back the inyaders out of the 
country. This was a circumftance that even that crafty Ge- 
neral M. Dumourier himſeif had acknowledged. It was not 
leſs fingular than aſtoniſhing, that throughout ;the whole. of 
the Honourable Gentleman's (Major Maitland's) ſpeech, that 
Honourable Gentleman had evinced an unuſual anxiety, to take 
away all credit from the Britiſh Government, in caſes where 
the combined arms had proved victorious. And yet the Ho- 
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at the Congreſs at Antwerp were good with reſpect to the 
mode of conducting the campaign. Now, whether any ſub- 
ſequent departure from thoſe were fo or not, yet it was thereby 
admitted, that we deſerved ſome credit for them, inaſmuch as 
the Britiſh -influence certainly had its weight upon that oc- 
caſion, in common at leaft with the other powers aſſembled 
there. e ee e ee e Sg . 
The next events worthy of notice, which followed the re- 
lief of Holland and the evacuation of the Low Countries, 
were the battles of St. Amand and of Famars, in which the 
Britiſh troops certainly acquired their uſual ſhare of praiſe, by 
the exertion of their uſual ſpirit and bravery. To theſe ſuc- 
ceeded the ſiege of Valenciennes; here the merit might be 
ſaid to belong almoſt excluſively to this country; for it was 
carried on by a Britiſh army, commanded by a Britiſh officer, 
before whom that town, in vain, made a gallant, but inef- 
fectual, reſiſtance. He could not ſee any reaſon why the 
Britiſh arms ſhould be deprived of the laurels that they fo 
gloriouſſy acquired in that enterpriſe, unleſs the Honourable 
Gentleman would be pleaſed to ſay, which he could not ima- 
gine he would venture to aſſert, that there was a greater pro- 
portion of Auſtrians and Pruſſians than Britiſh troops in that 
army. Even admitting that mode of reaſoning, the force of it 
would equally apply to the expedition againſt Dunkirk. Of 
that expedition he begged leave to ſay, that no poſhble blame 
could attach either upon the officers or men that had been en- 
gaged in it, but, on the contrary, the greateſt degree of praiſe 
was due to both. eee Gs eee 
His next purpoſe, Mr. Jenkinſon ſaid, would be to ſhew 
why he approved of the a Tay againſt Dunkirk. The 
Hon. Gentleman had totally forgot to mention, in the courſe 
of his ſpeech, the event that occurred at the Camp de Cæſar. 
In the firſt place; he would conſider the object of Dunkirk, 
and in the next place, he would conſider, admitting the cap- 
ture of it to be an object, the force that had been ſent againſt 
that place. Nobody would deny, that Dunkirk offered many 
conſiderations of importance, to induce a wiſn for its acquire- 
ment. As a ſea-port, the poſſeſſion of it was particularly de- 
firable, both as a dept, from whence we might pour troops 
and ſupplies into France, and as capable of furniſhing a con- 
ſiderable ſhelter to our ſhips going northward; for theſe rea- 
ſons it was determined to be attempted. It would be admitted 
by all who were any ways acquainted with the wet and marſhy 
ſituation of the country about Dunkirk, that if the ſiege were 
to be attempted at all, it could not have been attempted at a 
period later than it was (the middle of Auguſt). It would 
KD A a 2 | alfo 
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alſo not be pretended that the whole of the allied army ſhould 
have been brought againft it. The failure, therefore, of the 
expedition, could only be imputed to thoſe extraordinary ef- 


forts made by the French to ſave the place, and which it was 


equally difficult to foreſee and to reſiſt. As to the imputation 
upon the lateneſs of the arrival of cannon for carrying on the 


ſiege, he denied that that event had any influence whatever in 


the cataſtrophe, and though the attack had proved unſucceſsful, 
yet the event of that attack had been productive of the moſt 
folid advantages. To repulſe, with ſucceſs, the army that 
had been ſent againſt the place, it became abſolutely neceſſary 
to draw together a conſiderable force, to be an overmatch for 


our covering army. This actually was the caſe; for the 


French having drawn off a very extraordinary force from the 
lines of Weiſſembourg to 1 our covering army at Dun- 
kirk, Queſnoy became an eaſy conqueſt. From this circum- 
ſtance it was apparent that Dunkirk was locked upon as a 
great object by the French themſelves. 1 
Conſidering the capture of Queſnoy, which, as he had juſt 
ſtated, was the undoubted conſequence of this diverſion, and 
regarding the other exiſting circumſtances of that period, when 
the main army of the combined powers was directed to the 
obtaining advantageous poſts, and to the keeping in doubt and 
in check the army of the enemy, no blame was to be imputed 
to the troops ſent againſt Dunkirk for their want of ſucceſs, in- 
aſmuch as they had to contend with a very ſuperior force; 
nor to the planners of that expedition, for not ſending the 
whole of the combined army to the reduction of the place. 
The next event in order of ſucceſſion that the Hon. Gentle- 
man had touched upon, was the affair at Toulon. By the de- 
claration at Toulon, the Hon. Gentleman ſaid, that the Britiſh 
honour and the Britiſh faith ſtood pledged to reſtore to the 
Touloneſe the conſtitution of France. He begged leave to 
remind the Hon. Gentleman, that the words of the declara- 
tion were, “the conſtitution accepted in the year 1789. 
It was evidently upon this that the treaty was founded, The 
ſecond article of the declaration ſtated that the white flag was 
hoiſted. Every man knew that the white flag was aboliſhed 
by order of the Conſtituent Aſſembly. Then, taking the pur- 
port and date of the declaration, wherein it was ſtated that 
peace and tranquillity would ſucceed the four years of anarchy 
and confuſion under which the people had groaned, it was evi- 
dent, that by the conſtitution of 1789, was not meant the 
conſtitution of 1791. Another ſtrong proof exiſted in the 
requiſition made by them to Monſieur to come amongſt them, 
and goyern in the name of the King; while at the ſame time, 
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by the very conſtitution of 1791, that Prince, in conſequence 
of his flight and ſubſequent conduct, had been declared 2 
traitor to his country. e He pench by way of argument, 
that to be the caſe, the inference that had been drawn by the 
Hon. Gentleman was totally falſe; namely, that we pledged 
ourſelves in the moſt unqualified manner to render protection 
to the inhabitants of Toulon: Lord Hood only ſaid, that if the 
Touloneſe declared themſelves in favour of the French Mo- 
narch, his Britannie Majeſty promiſed them conditional pro- 
tection. The Touloneſe conſequently declared in favour of 
Louis XVII. and Lord Hood, in the name of his Britannic 
Majeſty, promiſed to protect them, and reſtore the town, 
ſhips, ſtores, &c. to Louis XVII. when on the throne of France, 
and when we were at peace with that kingdom. We did not, 
25 the Honourable Gentleman had ſtated, promiſe to do one 
thing at one place, and another thing at another place. On 
the contrary, the conduct purſued by Great Britain during the 
campaign had been uniform and conſiſtent. He utterly de- 
nied, that the object of the preſent war was to eſtabliſh any one 
particular form of goyernment in France : It was not to build 
up, but to pull down; to put a period to that deſpotiſm which 
at preſent afflicted that unhappy country, and menaced all 
Europe. For this reaſon, therefore, whatever party ſhould 
ſpring up, or in whatever quarter, for the purpoſe of oppoſing, 
we were bound to ſupport it; no matter upon what grounds, 

or upon what principles, that oppoſition took its riſe. He con- 
feſſed, he felt himſelf particularly aſtoniſhed at that part of 
the Hon. Gentleman's ſpeech, in which he lamented 10 ſtate 
of thoſe ſuppoſed to have been left behind upon the occaſion 
of our eyacuating Toulon. It was to be recollected, that the 
ſubjugation of Lyons had enabled the French to come againſt 
Toulon with conſiderably ſuperior force. Infinuations had 
been thrown out that were totally groundleſs, relative to the 
evacuation of Toulon. Mr. Jenkinſon ſaid, he had no ſcruple 
to deny, in the moſt poſitive. terms, that a ſingle perſon was 
left behind, who choſe to depart with us; but, on the con- 
trary, every individual, who was ſo difpoſed, was furniſhed } 
with the means of eſcape. With reſpect to the circumſtances 
of the ſending away the four ſhips by Lord Hood, which had 
been alluded to, he underſtood the fact to be this: There 
were at Toulon a body of 6000 ſeamen, who were extremely 
riotous and turbulent, being avowedly adverſe to the proceed- 
ings there, and from whom much inconvenience was actually 
ſuifered, and great danger was to” be apprehended : It was, 
therefore, deemed prudent, and, indeed, neceffary, to get rid 
of theſe at all eyents; and for this purpoſe, they were _ 
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niſhed with the above veſſels, in order to depart wherever 5: 
they thought proper. Much blame had been imputed to Ad. _ 
miniſtration for their not ſacrificing every thing to the ſuccour jb 
of Toulon; but however deſirable that object might be, he . 
never could conceive that the other expeditions, from which fo Un 
much benefit was juſtly to be expected, were to be facrificed 15 
to it; nor did any contract entered into on the occaſion call LE 
for ſuch a ſacrifice. _ e pn lee, A 
With regard to the buſineſs of the rebellions in La Yendee, 10 0 
and the projected expedition under the Earl of Moira, he ihe 
conceived, we were equally free from every imputation of os 
blame, It was neither the buſineſs, nor in the power, of this E Ho 
Government to affiſt them, until, by their coming down to 1 
the ſea coaſt, they afforded opportunity for effecting a junc- eſta] 
tion with them, without ſuch extenſive exertions as were in- he 
conſiſtent with the ſyſtem of puſhing the war with vigour in hes 

Flanders. When they. made the attempt, we alſo made pre- of F 
parations for aſſiſting them. | 3 Clut 
' Having thus gone through the ſeveral circumſtances attend- 3 
ing the late campaign, Mr. Jenkinfon procecded to diſcuſs his . 
other topic, the Iykern upon which it was founded. He laid _ 
it down as a firſt principle, that ſecurity was not. to be ob- Cub 
tained for this country, without the deſtruction of the Jacobin e, 
Club. This ſecurity was not to be attained by treaty or peace; 2 ; 

and herein the preſent differed from all former wars ; for, 10 
however in thoſe our enemies might perſiſt in their intentions, OE i 


yet they found it convenient to wave them occaſionally, and 
come to terms, in order to recruit their means. In the preſent 
inſtance, the party who made peace, would, in all Human 
pom are owe their downfall to that circumſtance, and their 
Tucceffors be obliged to purſue an oppoſite line of conduct. 

A great deal had been ſaid about the term “ ſecurity.” A 
Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Fox) had, on a former occa- 
ſion, declared that the ſame ſecurity might be had in this war 
as had been taken in any former war, and adduced, by way 
of inſtance, the treaty of Ryſwick. In regard to this, he 
would contend with that Right Hon. Gentleman, that there 
was not the leaſt poſſible ground for ſuch an argument, and 
that the inſtance the Right Hon. Gentleman had Rated could 
not bear him out in his afſertion. The Right Hon. Gentle 
man ſhould have recollected, that the treaty of Ryſwick was 
concluded by Louis XIV. at a period when that Monarch had 
a defign to introduce the Pretender into this country; and in 
order the more effectually to put that deſign into execution, 
and to throw a veil over his intention, he entered perfidioully 
into terms of peace. Was that, therefore, a parallel 1 
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Moſt certainly not; for then this country entered into a peace 
that was grounded on a temporary ſecurity, while at the ſame 
time ſhe xan the riſk of any circumſtances that might, in the 
courſe of human affairs, ariſe either to deſtroy or confirm it. 
Was that the caſe of France at preſent, or any thing like it? 
Undoubtedly not. Great Britain had not the leaſt ſecurity fot 
a ſingle. hour! Were this country to make peace with France 
under the circumſtances exiſting at preſent in that unhappy 
country, independent of the inſecurity that was attendant upon 
ſuch a peace, inevitable ruin and deſtruction would fall upon 
the head of the perſon there that ſhould conclude it. This he 
conſidered to be a complete anſwer to the aſſertion of the Right 
Hon. Gentleman. 1 e 
There were two modes by which the Jacobins of Paris have 
eſtabliſhed their influence throughout France by the fear of 
the guillotine, and by the eſtabliſhment of clubs dependent on 
them in every part of the kingdom. Ever ſince the deſtruction. 
of Federaliſm, it had clearly been the object of the Jacobin 
Club at Paris to extend their influence throughout the country. 
In the execution of this, the Jacobin Club took eſpecial care 
never to veſt any of thoſe inferior clubs with ſupreme autho- 
rity, but to make them uniformly dependent. If the Jacobin 
Club of Paris was therefore once deſtroyed, the others were ſo 
dependent on it, that they could never agree in fixing upon 
any one object as a point to rally to. The influence of the 
capital over the other parts is obſervable in every kingdom, 
but in France it is particularly ſo: If, therefore, miſchief 
there was once deſtroyed, a correſponding effect would be 
univerſally felt throughout that whole country. 9 
Another argument advanced by the Hon. Gentleman was, 
that the people were leſs diſpoſed to inſurrection at preſent 
than they were during the laſt campaign. The inference that 
the Hon. Gentleman had drawn from this was, however, 
wholly unfair. Would the Hon. Gentleman prove, that, al- 
though actual inſurrections were not now ſo numerous nor ſo 
great as they were during the courfe of the laſt campaign, the 
ſeeds of infurrection and rebellion were leſs rooted than this 
time twelvemonth? He could aſſert from his own knowledge, 
that the ſpirit of inſurrection was as great, if not greater, at 
che preſent day, than it had been laſt year, in the three greateſt 
cities next to Paris, namely, Lyons, Marſeilles, and Bour- 
deaux, There were other places where the ſpirit of diſaffec- 
tion had manifeſted. itſelf in a very ſtrong degree. When the 
Royalifts had lately paſſed the Loire, they were allowed to 
Proceed forward without meeting the ſmalleſt obſtacle from the 
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peaſantry; on the contrary, when the Republican army had 


paſſed the ſame way, they were fired upon from villages. 
Sure he was, that if the Jacobin ſyſtem was deſtroyed in 


; Paris, the ſyſtem of anarchy would be at an end in France, 


The great queſtion that preſented itſelf was, what was the 
beſt means of deftroying this ſyſtem of Jacobiniſm ? If the 
war was carried on in Britanny, 1t could not be carried on in 
the Low Countries. Were that ſyſtem purſued, there was no 
poſſible chance of ſucceeding. To carry on the war entirely in 
— was to enſure deſtruction upon our army. Defeat 
and diſmay muſt have been the inevitable conſequence; the 
Almighty alone knew whether Europe could withſtand ſuch 
another ſhock. With reſpect to the means by which this ob- 
ject ſo defirable might be obtained, he was decidedly of opi- 
nion, it confiſted only in forcing our way to Paris; and he had 
no difficulty in faying, that the marching to Paris was attain- 
able and practicable. To effect. this, it certainly was prefera- 
ble to proceed by the way of the Low Countries, by which 
we could pain ſtrong holds, thereby eſtabliſhing a chain of 
communication, and enabling ourſelves to proceed with ſafety 


under the confciouſneſs of having fecured a retreat. While 


the preſent ſyſtem exiſted in France, the enemy had only one 
advantage over us, namely, the power of bringing a ſuperior 
force to any one place. But on our fide there remained many 


confiderable and pecuhar advantages: We not only excelled 


the enemy in ſtrict military diſcipline, but in the ſuperior 
force of our cavalry. In the preſent diſorganized ſtate of 


France, it was impoffible that ſhe could raiſe cavalry as eafily 


* 


men. At Lincelles the Britiſh troops performed ſuch prodi- 


as infantry. During the latter part of the laſt campaign, the 
cavalry of the Combined Powers had been of very little ſer- 
vice, from the nature of the country which was then the ſeat 
of conteſt, but in the next we ſhould derive the fulleſt benefit 
from our cavalry, by having ſecured ſo many ſtrong holds, 
whence to make our efforts. From the events of the laſt 
campaign, therefore, he aiigured the moſt ſignal ſucceſs in 
that to come. The valour of all the troops engaged, particu- 
larly of the Britiſh, was conſpicuous. To others he left to 
expreſs their raptures at the glorious battle of Jemappe, 


where, mirabile dictu! 60,000 Frenchmen defeated, though 


with confiderable difficulty, 17,000 Auſtrians. Be it his 
pride to exult in the brilliant action at Lineelles, where by the 
unparalleled ſpirit and talents of the General (General Lake), 
ſeconded by the memorable valour of his troops, 1500 Britiſh 
troops defeated and cut to pieces ſome thoufands of French- 
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gies of valour againſt ſuperior numbers, as would erect a mo- 
nument to their fame equally laſting with Time itſelf! | 

An opinion had been entertained, and frequently contended 
ſor, which had more of plauſibility than of truth for its ſup- 
port, It had been ſaid, the commercial ſuperiority of this 
country was the principal, if not the only, point worthy of 
attention. So far was he from falling in.with this prejudice, 
that he was decidedly of opinion, that the very exiſtence of 
this country was dependent upon the preſervation of that mar- 
tial ſpirit, by which we aroſe to our preſent envied ſuperi- 
ority, and to which alone we muſt owe its continuance; a 
ſpirit which he was happy to ſee peryade all ranks, caught from 
the field, and communicated to the plough, and to the loom. 
Should the moſt zealous advocate for our exertions, at the 
commencement. of the war, ftate what was to be expected 
of us, he would ſay, we have an ally to reſcue from the com- 
mon enemy: They are in poſſeſſion. of ſtrong holds, from 
which we muſt drive them; and they have fleets, which we 
mult deſtroy, ere we can ſubdue them. This we undertook, 
and this we have in a great meaſure accompliſned. Holland 
reſcued from the moſt imminent danger; Valenciennes, 
Queſnoy, and Conde, in our poſſeſſion 3 and the fleets, arſe- 
nals, and ſtores at Toulon annihilated, or turned againſt their 
former owners; are ſo many proofs of our fucceſſes, and teſ- 
timonies of our triumphs! It has been ſaid, never have there 
been ſuch alliances againft France with ſo little done; the 
contrary is the fact. There have exiſted as powerful combi- 
nations againſt France as the preſent, but never was there a 
lirſt campaign over, leaving the combined powers ſo much to 
boaſt of. There may have been checks, there may have been 
failures,. there may have been errors, but nobody would thence 
neceſſarily infer there muſt be blame. In the famous war on 
the Spaniſh. ſucceſſion, while Marlborough was earning the 
molt ſplendid triumphs in ene quarter, Eugene had failed in 
another; but did any one impute miſconduct to him, or cen- 
fure the whole of the campaign upon that account? In vain 
did we, in that war, gain the battle of Ramillies, in vain did 
we gain the battle of Blenheim, in vain did we advance into 
the heart of France, if at the end of the campaign, becauſe 
Prince Eugene had been diſcomfited, it could have been main- 
tained that we were the loſers. Upon the whole, therefore, 
he ſaw no good grounds ſor agreeing to the preſent motion, 
and ſhould: give it his decided negative. 1 
Lord Mulgrave began with-declaring himſelf ſenſible how 
unneceſſary it would be for him toenter generally into the ſub- 
ject, aftet. the eloquent and able manner in which it had been 

Vote il. = | treate! 
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treated by his Hon. Friend. He conceived it, however, to be 
his duty, from the ſituation in which he had happened to ſtand 
at Toulon, to ſay ſomewhat in reply to the alluſions which 
had been made to the tranſactions that took place there. 
There were three points principally conſidered in the ſpeech 
of the Hon. Gentleman who made the motion: x. Whether 
there was a want of faith on the part of the Britiſh Government 
towards the people of Toulon: 2. Whether there was any 
ſubſequent inattention on the part of Adminiſtration with re- 
gard to the defence of the place: and, 3. Whether there was 
any neglect on the part of the acting officers, with reſpect to 
the evacuation of Toulon. | | Po 

With reſpect to civil affairs, he utterly denied that any 
thing like a breach of faith was imputable to the Britiſh upon 
the occaſion. In taking poſſeſſion of the town, there was but 
one inſulated proviſion adopted, by which the regal govern- 

ment in the moſt general terms was eſtabliſned. In regard to 
what had been ſaid reſpeCting the white flag, he was aſtoniſhed 
when he heard it ſaid, that Lord Hood had forced the white 
flag upon the inhabitants. The hoiſting of the white flag was 
an act not imputable to the Britiſh, but was a meaſure ſug- 
geſted and adopted by the inhabitants themſelves. The mea- 
ſure was propoſed on the iſt of October by M. Bayrille, the 
Preſident of the Committee of Safety in the Municipality, the 
chief magiftrate of the town, to whoſe talents and zeal for 

the welfare of the Touloneſe his Lordſhip bore the moſt ho- 
nourable teſtimony. M. Bayrille afterwards came to his 
Lordſhip, and requeſted that he, and the ſeveral officers, Bri- 
tiſh, Spaniſh, and Neapolitan, then at Toulon, would attend 
the ceremony of hoiſting the white flag. His Lordſhip ſaid, 
he not only refuſed himſelf to accede to this requeſt, but alſo 
_ expreſsly forbade the officers to attend, that it might not be 
ſuppoſed that we meant in the moſt diſtant ſhape to have any 
interference in the government of France. phy: 

The Conſtitution of 1789 was adopted in the ſtipulation be- 
tween the people of Toulon and Lord Hood, for the purpoſe 
of quieting the fears and apprehenſions of every deſcription of 
perſons, concerning the reſtoration either of the ancient de- 
ſpotiſm, or any n of government equally oppreſſwe. In 
fact, ſo little were the people themſelves acquainted with the 
terms or conſtitution for which they had ſtipulated or agreed 
upon, or any preciſe idea of what they were, that, confined 
as his intercourſe with them muſt have been, from the multi- 
plicity of buſineſs in which he was involyed, he found the moſt 
oppoſite ſentiments and ideas upon the ſubject prevail among 
them. Some felt ſuch deteſtation and horror of the old de- 
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ſpotiſm, her Baſtiles, Lettres de Cachet, &c. &c. that they 


4 be declared themſelves ready to undergo every extremity rather 
_ than ſubmit to its revival; while others, conceiving that they 
i ich had adopted the ancient ſyſtem, wondered at the continuation 
3 of the modern authorities, the Sections, Tribunes, Magiſtrates, 
eech Kc. when they had agreed to the reſtoration of monarchy, 
ther with all its appendages of nobility, orders, and prieſthoods. 
nent Thus they themſelves entertained no ſettled notions as to what 
"ng ſhould be their future form of government. 

0 With reſpect to the four ſhips that had been ſent away, 
"va there was an abſolute neceſſity for putting ſuch a project into 
#10 execution. Gentlemen would recollect, that the town was de- 


livered up by treaty, and not by capitulation. The Honour- 
able Mover was miſtaken, if he ſuppoſed that the whole 
of the French fleet had acceded to the articles of the treaty. 
Several of the French were much averſe to the terms, and heid 
out for a conſiderable time, till they were overcome by a ma- 
jority. Among the diſaffected were 6000 ſeamen, who made 
no ſecret of their averſion to the counter revolution, behaved in 
ſo riotous a manner, and kept them in ſuch continual alarm, 
kſt they ſhould riſe upon them, that it was found neceſſary for 
the preſervation of the remainder to ſacrifice a part. Under 
| ſuch circumſtances, what was to be done? They could 
not be confined according to the articles of the treaty, as the 
had committed no overt act of violence. Therefore the be 
way to avert the inconvenience and prevent danger, was to get 
rid of them, eſpecially as they were willing to go. The 
queſtion then was, how were they to go? They could not 
im away; and it was impolitic to ſend them immediately up 
the country to join the enemy. The method purſued, he was 
ſatisfied, would, after due conſideration, be admitted, under a 
choice of difficulties, to have been the beſt that could be adopt- 
ed, all circumſtances conſidered. | | 
In regard to the fituation.of Toulon ſubſequent to this period, 
he had ſomewhat to ſtate. A remark had been made on 
him during his abſence, that he had ſent home diſpatches, 
ſtating the comfortable ſecurity of the place, and yet had 
followed them home within a few days himſelf. The 
fact was, thoſe diſpatches had been ſent off, from Toulon 2 
conſiderable time before, but, by delays on the way, had not 
reached this country till cloſe upon the time when he wag 
obliged to return. Never in his life did he quit a ſituation 
with ſuch regret as upon that occaſion. Having held the rank 
of Brigadier General pro tempore, that commiſſion was ſent home 
tor decifion upon ; Suffice it to ſay, the appointment was not 
ET Lf + continued 
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continued by the authority here, and he therefore was obliged 
to return, not being able to act in a ſubordinate capacity. 
The grounds upon which he held out the idea of a com- 


fortable ſecurity, as to our continuance in poſſeſſion of Toulon, 


were theſe : Inſtead of an extent of fifteen miles that we had 
to defend, as had been ftated, rhe furtheſt extent of our poſts 
did not exceed two miles from the centre of Toulon. It was 
true, that of the eight poſts we occupied, the whole of them 
were not in ſuch a ſtate of forwardneſs as might be wiſhed, 
owing to want of engineers; but, in return for that, the be- 
ſieging army, under Cartaux, was compoſed of the very worſt 
troops in France, none of the troops of the line having as yet 
Joined them; and from the manner in which the General him- 
ſelf occupied certain poſts, to the neglect of others obviouſly 
more advantageous, he was not led to form any very high idea 
of his {kill, or ro ſuffer any violent apprehenſions of danger 
from his efforts. Lyons too had not at that time fallen, nor 
had he reaſon to expect it would, at leaſt ſpeedily. Add to 
all theſe circumſtances, he had applied to General De Vins, 
who commanded the Piedmonteſe troops, for ſuccour, and who 
returned him for anſwer, that though he could not immedi- 
ately aſſiſt him as he wiſhed, owing'to ſome enterpriſe he was 
about to undertake, yet he had ſuch well-grounded hopes of 
ſucceſs, that he truſted he ſhould be able in a ſhort time, per- 
haps eight days, to force the French to evacuate Nice, and fo 
ſuccour him with redoubled effect, by an addition to his force 
of twice the number, and alſo by the diſcomfiture of the com- 
mon enemy. The failure of that General in thoſe plans he had 
not "learned at the time of his ſending off the diſpatches in 
queſtion. He traſted, therefore, that the Houſe would ſee 
that he was not without ſome foundation for feeling and ex- 
preſſing ſuch a comfortable confidence in the poſture of our 
affairs, as might tend to raiſe the public ſpirit at home, and at 
the ſame time depreſs that of our enemies. | 


Of the events ſubſequent to his departure from Toulon, he 


declined giving any opinion, as he was as little in poſſeſſion of 
facts to defend them, as the Honourable Gentleman who made 
the motion was to make good the charge he had advanced. 
The time might arrive, he ſaid, when the Honourable Gen- 
tleman who had brought forward the motion would have a com- 


mand in like circumſtances, and he might then, perhaps, when 


diſtant, and not at liberty to explain every circumftance of his 
conduct, have reaſon to lament the preſuming eloquence of 
ſome young political Major, who might ſeek diſtinction at his 
expence. It was a hard return for military men to he expoſed 

2 | | tao 
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to ſuch attacks in their abſenee; doubly ſo, when perhaps 
they might find themſelves obliged to ſacrifice part of their 
reputation to their ſenſe of duty. Officers on ſervice had a right, 
he contended, to a full allowance of candour and forbearance. 

With regard to the ſtate of preparation for evacuating the 
town, he knew not enough to form an opinion of it; but he 
knew that many difficulties might have exiſted on that ſubject. 
To forward a preparation, would diſcloſe the intention, and 
encourage the diſaffected in the town, as well as the enemy 
without. Some difference of opinion might alſo occur on that 
head between the commanders of different parties of the allies. 
He thought it but fair and candid in all military caſes, particu- 
larly in the conſideration of a diſtant ſervice, during a war, to 
preſume reQitude of intention, where wilful error was not 
directly apparent. $008 EE | 

As to the charge of neglect in miniſters in providing the 
means of defence, he ſhould only ſay, he was convinced that, 
it ſucceſs had attended the efforts made on that occaſion, in 
any thing like an adequate proportion, Toulon would have 
been in our hands at this day; nay, even under all exiſting 
circumſtances, he would ſtake his life, his character, and every 
thing moſt dear to him, as a man and a ſoldier, that if the 
whole of the garriſon had been Britiſh, he would have preſerved 
the ſtation to Great Britain down to the preſent hour. 


Sir James Murray commenced his ſpeech with declaring, that 
he ſhould not long intrude on the patience of the Houte, but 
a circumſtance or two had been ſtated by the Honourable Gen- 
tleman who brought forward the motion, to which he wiſhed 
to ſpeak, and likewiſe to make fome remarks on the military 
ideas that Honourable Gentleman had exprefſed. 1 Fee 

He before had given his opinion, and ſtill retained it, that 
the main ſeat of offenſive operations near Valenciennes was 
well choſen; becauſe at the ſame time that it afforded the beſt 
proſpect of penetrating France, it effectually ſecured a defenſive 
barrier to the Netherlands. Whether, therefore, we looked 
to ſelf-defence, or ſucceſsful attack, the choice was moſt pro- 
per, fortunately uniting both objects, without ' facrificing 
cither, and leading directly to an effeQtual proſecution and 
ſpeedy termination of the war. K Ti | 

Dunkirk, concerning which ſo much had been ſaid, was al- 
lowed on all fides to be a place of great importance; it conſe- 
quently was proper to attempt to get poſſeſſion of it; and this 
could not be done in any othermanner than that which had been 
adopted, without loſing fight of the main plan of the campaign, 
as conducted by the Prince of Cobourg. If the whole _> 
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had attempted it, the other objects muſt have been relinquiſhed. 
Bergues might be regarded as the citadel of Dunkirk, and was 
computed to be capable of reſiſting for three weeks, even if the 
whole army of Cobourg .had advanced ; but as only a given 
number of men cauld be actually ſerviceable on a ſiege, the re- 
mainder muſt neceſſarily conſtitute a covering army. Sup- 
poſing, for inſtance, a ſiege requires 50,000 men, 100,000 
will not expedite the capture of the place a ſingle day; and in 
the preſent inſtance the main army could not have returned to 
proſecute the fiege of Queſnoy, or Maubeuge, till the ſeaſon 


would have been too far advanced for ſuch an undertaking. 


Unleſs, therefore, the main deſign had been relinquiſhed, it 
was neceſſary, if at all, to undertake the fiege of Dunkirk as a 
detached ſervice. The policy of a detached plan was to be eſti- 
mated by the injury it might occaſion to the main object, how- 
ever defirable in itſelf. In this'caſe no injury whatever occurred 
to that, as the ſiege of Quelpoy was neceſſary, and the remain- 
ing force of the Prince of Cobourg was fully adequate to that 
undertaking. When it was determined upon as a detached 
plan, no time whatever was loſt in following up the execution 
of it, with as large a force as could be ſpared after the capture 
of Valenciennes, and the army was before Dunkirk on the 
23d of Auguſt. On the 5th of September it became neceſſary 
to retreat. | Fo 

The cauſe of this event, was the immenſe force the enemy 
had collected; and on this ſubject he differed from the opinion 
expreſſed by the Hon. Gentleman, that the levẽ en maſſe had 
not taken place; certain he was, that the moſt vigorous mea- 
fures had been taken to recruit the army, as he well remem- 
bered that an inſurrection took place among the peaſants on 
account of the violent means uſed to oblige them to inliſt. 

A part of the army of the Rhine and Moſelle had joined 
the Northern army by the 22d of Auguſt ; and nearly at that 
period, the ſiege of Dunkirk was commenced; and by ſome 
priſoners taken on the 6th of September, he was told that 
large detachments had been ſent in waggons from Baſle in 
Switzerland. | f . I 

Sir James alluded to a letter that appeared in the public 
prints from the Duke of Brunſwick, and which he deemed au- 
thentic. That letter, he ſaid, mentioned the fact of the junc- 
tion between the armies of the Rhine and the North, and to 
that event attributed the failure at Maubeuge. 


He difclaimed all imputation on the Board of Ordnance, 


and ſaid the retreat from Dunkirk was not owing to the want, 
or late arrival, of cannon or ſtores, The time fixed for their 
| — mo . 
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arrival was between the 2oth and 28th of Auguſt; and, in 
fact, part arrived on the 22d, in the morning. 7 

The moſt important plans of the campaign, he contended, 
had ſucceeded, and it was but little detraction of its general 
ſucceſs, to ſay that ſome one detached plan had failed. To 

netrate in that campaign to Paris, or near it, never had been 
ſeriouſly thought of by any body that he knew. The exertions 


to ſave Dunkirk he repreſented as contributing to loſe _ 


noy; and if the ſiege of that town had been foregone, he ſaid 
he had no doubt that Dunkirk would have fallen. He could 

not agree, however, that the failure before Dunkirk in any de- 

gree contributed to the want of ſucceſs before Maubeuge they 

were objects totally diſtinct and unconnected. In addition to 
the evidence of the immenſe force collected to relieve Dunkirk, 
he mentioned a report of 60,000 men being at the time in the 
vicinity of Liſle ; a report, however, which he believed to be 
rather better founded than thoſe which were circulated in this 
country, about the loſs of artillery before Dunkirk, which af- 
forded the only colour to any thing like diſgrace on the ſubject, 
and, when examined, would appear deſtitute even of that 
colour. | | | 
The fiege of Dunkirk, as it failed in its object, might be 
called a defeat; but it was not every defeat which entailed diſ- 

grace. The retreat was orderly and ſlow: Nothing was loſt 

but a few cannon, and ſome inconſiderable quantity of ſtores, 

and theſe were left under theſe circumſtances ; they were 
brought to the point of attack, not as uſual, by horſes, but, to 

fave that expence, by water carriage, which took up a time of 
ten or twelve days. Had they been brought by horſes, two 
days would have E ſufficient, and in that caſe they would 
have been taken ſafely away. The determination to leave 
them was not from neceſſity, but eſteemed preferable, in point 
of policy, to a delay of ten or twelve das. 75 

The Britiſh troops, he ſaid, had gained much honour, and 

had been of great ſervice z though the Hon. Gentleman had 
thought proper'to regard them as diſgraced and contemptible in 


their effect. This he knew was not the opinion of the Prince 


of Cobourg, who acknowledged the fervices of the Britiſh 
troops, and had delayed proſecuting the campaign till their ar- 
rival; ever after, their co-operation in the moſt brilliant ſuc- 
ceſſes of the campaign was eminently diſtinguiſhing, and had 
in no inſtance ſullied the military character of their country. 
Valenciennes, Queſnoy, Famars, and Lincelles, bore ample 
teſtimony of their diſcipline and valour. The recollection of 
the affair at Lincelles in particular gave him ſingular „ 
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as it threw ſo much- luſtre upon the military exertions of our 
troops, and the Britiſh. character itſelf. : 3 | 

Sir James recapitulated ſome particulars of the ſiege of Va. 
lencienres, and explained a difference of opinion which had 
taken place between the Duke of York and the engineers rela. 
tive to ſtorming the horn-work, in which his Royal Highneſ 
at firſt gave way to the cautious recommendation of the engi- 
neers not to ſtorm ſo ſoon as he wiſhed, but declined with. 
drawing the troops from that poſt, when it was taken, agree- 
able to a recommendation from the ſame perſons, and in con- 
ſequence of which a fortnight was ſaved in the ſiege, 

The retreat 'from Dunkirk was neither ſudden, precipitate, 
nor irregular, but ſlow and orderly; it was alſo ſhort, and ſoon 
converted into offenſive operations : "They halted at Furnes; 
Menin was ſoon retaken; Nieuport ſaved; and the inhabit- 
ants of that part of Flanders relieved from their uneaſineſs and 
diſmay, The retreat was therefore attended by no circum- 
ſtance of diſgrace to the Britiſh. It would have been ridicu- 
lous to delay ſuch a body ten or twelve days for the paltry 
value of a few iron cannon. On this ſubje& he appealed to 
the doctrine advanced on a former night, that it was not proper 
for any Member to hold himſelf obliged to diſcloſe any thing 
of which he had private information, and the diſcloſure of 
which was not formally demanded by the Houſe ; as what he 
was about to relate was a matter of public notoriety, no incon- 
venience could enſue. In fact, then, the whole number of 
cannon left was thirty-eight, and not one of theſe was braſs. 
Different reports, he knew, had been induſtriouſſy circulatel 
here, the number being ſtated at 100, and with circumſtances 
of preciſion which beſpoke authority; for inſtance, the re- 
ſpective place in which they were left was named, and in par- 
ticular a certain number was faid to be left in the Great Mole, 
though it was not poſſible to place any one in that ſituation. 
The ſtores and ammunition left behind were alſo inconſider- 
able, not being more than ſufficient for the ſervice of one 
week, and by no means of a ſuſſicient value to counterbalance 
the evil of a further delay on a point of policy and expedi- 
ence. | | | 9 9 5 255 
Before he concluded, Sir James ſaid, he wifhed to ſtate, in 
anſwer to a reflection which had been made concerning the 
evacuation of Toulon, that he came to England in the fame 
packet with the officer who brought home Tie account of that 
event, and that he was informed by him, that not a ſingle in- 
habitant of Toulon was left behind who choſe to leave that 
* and ſubmit himfelf to the protection of Lord * dir 
* | | James 
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James concluded with declaring that he ſhould give his nega- 


tive to the motion. | 1 
My. Sargent roſe to vindicate the character of à Noble 
Duke, at the head of the Ordnance Board, from the imputa - 

tions whiek-had been caſt upon him in the courſe of the de- 
bate z and inſinuations more unjuſt, lie would venture to ſay, 
had never been made uſe of. For the ſatisfaction of the 
Houle, he would briefly mention what was the ſtate of the caſe, 
and the nature of the tranſaction which had been ſo much miſ- 
repreſented. When the order came from his Royal Highneſs: 
the Duke of York, for the military ſtores, his Grace was then 
commanding a camp at ſome diſtance from London; on the firſt: 
intimation of the Duke of York's requiſition; the Duke haſtened 
up to town, and gave the neceſſary orders. This was on the 
6th of Auguſt. It is uſual, when military ſtores are ſeat abroad, 
to freight a veſſel or veſſels belonging to the Ordnance office 3 
to avoid delay, an application was: made to the Navy Board, as: 
in all probability the Commiſſioners might be able to fit out: 
ſome {hips for the purpoſe with more expedition. His Grace: 
had pledged himſelf to have them ready with their ſtores, and: 
at Oſtend on the 23d of Auguſt. - When Gentlemen conſidered: 
the extreme difficulty. and trouble in the-execution- of this buſi» 
neſs, it would be found a matter of ſurpriſe that they ſhould: 
have been got ready in ſo ſhort a ſpace of time, as to be fat for 
taking in ſtores on the 20th. | They were ten in number, and 
were then otdered down from Woolwich (whither they had 
repaired) to Purſleet, to take in powder. They then failed 
for Oſtend on the 23d, and arrived there the 27th. Eight of 
them could not get over the bar, but two did. This was a 
correct ſtatement of facts, for the truth of which he muſt 
pledge himſelf. Mr. Sargent eoncluded, with declaring that 
he ſhould: vote againſt the motion. 17 e 
Mr. Jelyll ſaid, he found it neceſſary to call the attention 


of the, Houſe to the motion which was the ſubject of debate. . g 
It did not relate, he ſaid, to any particular perſon, but was 3 
merely for the purpoſe of inſtituting an . into the con- 3 
duct of the preſent miſerable war; a war of artifice and delu-: 


ſion on the part of his Majeſty's miniſters.” Having never yet 
learned how it began, as little could he foreſee when it could 7 
have an end; and he therefore hoped, that if the motion was 1 
that night rejected, it would be made annually, and at the con- 
eluſion of every campaign, that the people might be informed 
to whom any debe t ſhould occur were to be attributed. 
This was the practice in every State that could boaſt of its ny 
repreſented z and when this country was: better. repreſented 
than it was at preſent, then it would require no great effort of 
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oratory to have a ſimilar motion immediately and unanimouſly 
carried in the aflicmative. 
had talked of crimination, and had, notwithſtanding, made 
long harangues in defence of their conduct; it ſo happened, 
however, that the motion that had'been brought forward was 
by no means a motion of crimination, it was only a propoſal to 

o into a Committee, in which the plans of his Majeſty's mi- 


niſters might be canvaſſed, not the conduct of the men Who 


had carried thoſe plans into execution. Such a motion was 
perfectly Parliamentary, and it was the refuſal of it that ſhewed 
the corrupt and bad ſtate of Parliament, and which he hoped 
to ſee much improved. The Noble Lord had ſtated, that it 


was by accident that he had any command at Toulon, and that 


he left it with regret. Poſſibly that regret aroſe from the 
Noble Lord's having found himſelf ſo very comfortable in his 
ſituation there. The Noble Lord had thought proper to attack 
his Hon. Friend with the title of Political Major; that Houſe 
might recollect to have ſeen the Noble Lord in his political ca- 
pacity as a Captain, and they might now behold him in his po- 
litical Colonelcy; he muſt do the Noble Lord the juſtice to ſay 
that he had acquired the hauteur of his rank, though he could 
not agree, that, with all his proweſs in the field (and he ſin- 
cerely believed no Britiſh officer was more zealous or ardent in 
the ſervice of his country), he was entitled to the dignity of 
veteran. Experience had taught him not to ſuffer the defences 


of men in that Houſe to take much effect with him; for as 


they went only to particular points, in which they can have 
been concerned, the Public has no farther information than the 
confined evidence of their declarations. It was a paltry way 
of getting rid of the queſtion, to heap up modes of defence in 
oppoſition to the manly manner of meeting the inquiry at 
once, calling forth the accuſers, and confronting by authentic 
proofs the grounds of accuſation. He contended that his 
Hon. Friend, who had made the motion, did not mean to cri- 
minate any officer; he merely called for an inquiry, which he 
muſt frankly profeſs, would, he believed, criminate his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters. In this he was ſtrictly juſtified, as a Mem- 


ber of Parliament; for the preſent was a war that every man 


muſt deplore, when miniſters for its ſupport were driven to 
the unconſtitutional expedient of requiring miſerable benevo- 
lences from private individuals. After this explanation, he 
did not ſuppoſe that every officer in the Houſe would think 
himſelf called upon to riſe in his defence, or that the Houſe 
were obliged to hear them all, when their conduct was not in 
the leaſt implicatag' in the preſent queſtion. ' When an Hon, 
Gentleman (Mr. enkinſon) had ſpoken of Prince 280 by 
ty = 4G hope 


A Noble Lord and an Hon. Baronet 


reſemb 
tween 
in poir 
place, 
ployed 
and an 
are em} 
ing the 
&c. &( 
be pert 
quantit 
Anot 
ſuch in! 
kirk; a 
could n 
importa 
without 
three w 
time wh 
advance 
had gaiz 
not reta 
bourin 
a det 


ont 
uſly 
Inet 
ade 
ned, 
Was 
al to 
mi- 


Who 


was 
wed 
ped 
At 1t 
that 
the 
1 his 
tack 
ouſe 
| ca» 
po- 
) ſay 
ould 
fin» 
nt in 
y of 
nces 


r a8 


have 
the 
way 
ein 
y at 
tic 

his 

cri- 
h he 
Ma- 
em- 


man 


1 to 
evo- 
| he 
hink 
duſe 


t in 


Ton, 
he 


ped 


hoped he did not mean to e it down as a rule, that the Houſe 
was not empowered or juſtified,” if they thought he or ourallies 
had erred, to inquire into the proceedings of the campaign in 
queſtion. He truſted that the Hon. Gentleman would not 
contend that àn inquiry ſhould/ not be inſtituted into the con- 
duct of the war, becauſe he took upon him to affert that com« 
merce was but a ſubordinate conſideration, compared with our 


military character, when called into action Did the Hon, 


Member mean to go the length of declaring that commerce 
ſhould be abandoned, and that it would be more beneficial to 
the country to have the natives militarized, as trade was merely 
a languid inſtrument to her proſperity ? Mr. Jekyll concluded 
with declaring that he ſhould give his hearty aſſent to the 
motions. one ol % e et en court | 
Colonel Macleod ſaid; he thought an Hon. Gentleman (Mr. 
Sargent) had given a very good reaſon for his defending the 
conduct of the Maſter General of the Ordnance; but he be- 
lieved it was a reaſon that would have very little weight with 
any other perſon acquainted with the circumſtanees. 
The Colonel adverted to the ſpeech of the Hon. Baronet (Sir 
James Murray), for whom he profeſſed the utmoſt perfonal re- 
ſpect, but could not help remarking, that there was a ſtriking 
reſemblance, which every Member muſt have perceived, be- 
tween the ſpeech and the diſpatches of the Hon. Baronet, both 
in point of length, obſcurity, and inconſiſtency. In the firſt 
place, the Hon. Baronet had ſtated, that 100,000 men, em- 
Pa in a ſiege, could do no more than 50,000. A fingular 
and an extraordinary poſition! When a great number of men 
are employed for covering, others for working, others for form- 
ing the trenches, a great number for working the batteries, &c. 
& c. &c. it muſt be ſurely ſtrange that all theſe operations can 
quantity of men than a large. 
Another novel argument was, that Bergues was à fortreſs of 
uch infinite importance, that it ſurpaſſed the citadeb of Dun- 
kirk; and that conſequently Dunkirk, if it had ſurrendered; 
could not be retained, unleſs we had gained poſſeſſion of this 
important place. If Dunkirk, he remarked, was untenable 
without the fortification of Bergues, which it would take 
three weeks-to ſubdue, how ridiculous to attack Dunkirk at a 
ume when the Hon, Baronet admitted the ſeaſon was too far. 
advanced to attack Dunkirk, and when, of courſe, though we 
had gained a momentary poſſeſſion of that fortreſs, we could. 
not retain it, as we could not, at that ſeaſon, capture the neigh- 
bouring important fortification of Bergues; or why was not 
2 debe ent ſent from the Prince of Saxe Cobourg's army to 
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be performed better, and with more diſpatch, with a ſmall 
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xeinforce the Duke of York, if theſe places were of ſuch im- 
portance? He faid, that when ſpeaking on this ſubject, he 
wiſhed not to addreſs himfelf to military men alone, but to 
men of common ſenſe. | 1 b td 
The Colonel made a general appeal to the feelings of the 
Houſe, when the Hon. Baronet made uſe of the extraardinary 
expreſſion that he had © a vaſt deal af pleaſure that our 
had been defeated !“ He had heard of pleaſant victories, and 
ad ſeen both victories and defeats, but till now he had never 
underſtood, either from hiſtory, from officers or ſoldiers, that 
a defeat was 8 therefore wiſhed for ſome proof to 
convince him. The next thing he deſired to be informed of 
Was the brilliant ſucceſs of our arms.“ Was the Hon. Ba- 
ronet's inſtance of the pleaſant defeat to be claſſed amongſt 
the brilliancies? One action had been frequently alluded to, as 
a proof of our gallantry and brilliant ſuecefs; the affair of St. 
Amand, which took place in a wood, where the guards had 
been *© pleaſantly” defeated, but where a ferjeantamajor be- 
haved moſt gallantly. For one, the Colonel ſaid, he was ſure, 
that whenever the Britiſh forces were engaged, they would al- 
ways act with that gallantry, which was the character indivi- 
dually, and collectively, of the Britiſh nation; but what he 


contended for was, that, during the whole campaign, they had 
ſcarce an opportunity of ſhewing that bravery which he had 


long known they poſſeſſed. One action he could not hut com- 
mend; in that our troops had an opportunity, and they uſed 
it. He meant the action under the command of General 
Lake, an able and accompliſhed officer, of admirable talents, 
to whom the praiſe and thanks of his country were eminenthy 
due. General Lake was ſent to reinforce the Dutch at a moſt 
critical moment, who, on his arrival at the place of appoint- 
ment, had previouſly left it, and the place itſelf was found in 
ſſeſſion of a ſtronger force than he expected, and for which 
his detachment was unequal. What could he do? To retreat 
was dangerous. With the promptitude and ability of an ex- 
perienced commander, he inſtantly decided to attaek the enemy; 
he did ſo, and repulſed them. 2971; 3 9 
The Colonel ſaid, he knew not why an inquiry ſhould not 
be made, ſince it was highly proper that the people ſhould 
know the real extent both of their good and bad ſucceſs. His 
Hon. Friend, who brought forward the motion, had former 
moved for the returns of the killed, and he was equally at 3 
loſs to know why they ſhould be withheld : If to prevent the 
enemy from the knowledge of our loſſes, it was Fruitleſs, 3 
both at Dunkirk and Toulon they muſt be ſufficiently-informed 
— ay already; and if the returns were — * 
_ | | u 


dy hay 
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delude the people, he ſuſpected they would know but too ſoon. 
At the ſame time he ſhould be equally againſt ſuch a motion, 
if it had any reference to a projected expedition, which re- 
mained to be carried into execution. t ee 
Sir Fame Murray ſaid, a thort explanation on his part would 
anſwer the objection the Hon. Colonel had made, as he had 
miſtaken every aſſertion which he repeated. Generally ſpeak- 
ing, he knew full well, that any given military foree was better 
than half the quantity. What bs had ſaid was, that a ſufficient 
force to conduct a ſiege being admitted, no addition of number 
would accelerate the reduction of the fortreſs an hour. The 
Hon. Colonel, in his ſtatement, had ſuppoſed that there had 
not been a force already ſuſſiceient. With regard to Bergues, 
he had faid, the grand army could not have returned to the 
ſeat of their former operations, in time ſufficient to proſecute 
any further ſiege, if they had advanced with the Duke of 
York's army to Dunkirk, which then muſt have been made 
a main, and not a ſecondary or ſubordinate objet. 
The affair of Famars, Bir James ſaid, he had not mentioned 
as a retreat, and therefore could not explain what he had never 
uttered. The brilliant exploits of the Britiſh troops were to 
be looked for in thoſe actions in which they co- operated with 
the diſtinguiſhed effect he had mentioned, and particularly in 
that of Lincelles, the only one beſide Dunkirk in which 
had been ſingly engaged; and in the circumſtances of the late 
affair, — a retreat ſkilfully conducted, not only did not 
detract from the credit of an army, but in many caſes conſer- 
red as much honour as a victor j. | IH 
Me. Canning ſaid, the motion before the Houſe a to 
him to be the only manly and decided attack which had been 
made upon Adminiſtration in the eourſe of the ſeſſion, not- 
withſtanding the loud and repeated menaces of Gentlemen on 
the other ſide of the Houſe ? the Hon. Mover therefore de- 
ſerved his thanks for tlie manner in which he had brought the 
buſineſs forward. He could not but obſerve, that the Hon. 
Officer, who had recently ſat down, had made a diſtinction 
between military men and men of ſenſe. 80 little he owned. 
did he underſtand of the ſpeech made by the Hon. Colonel al- 
luded to, that he began to conſider himſelf rather as a military 
man, than a;man of common ſenſe; he felt it beyond the reach 
of his faculties to collect the meaning, or comprehend the 
drift of the Hon, Officer's argument. The Hon. Mover of 
the queſtion had Rated, that the Houſe, and his Majeſty's mi- 
niſters, ought, in his opinion, to conſider themſelves obliged, 
dy having been afforded an opportunity of defending them- 
ſelyes on the ſubjeci and occurrences of the war. He was of 
opinion, 
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opinion, that they would indeed be wanting in gratitude, if 
they did not manifeſt their obligation, as the motion gave them 
an opportunity of doing that, which, of all other things, they 
ſolicited, an opportunity of vindicating themſelves againſt un- 
founded aſperſion, and of triumphing over the puny attacks of 
their adverſaries, The Hon. Gentleman who had made the 
motion, involved two queſtions, to which he thought it incum- 
bent on Gentlemen to reply: Firſt, as to the military opera- 
tions of the campaign, particularly with reſpect to Toulon; 
and ſecondly, as to the object of the war itſelf. Upon the 
firſt of theſe, Mr. Canning ſaid, he did not conceive himſelf 
thoroughly qualified. to animadvert ; with regard to the ſecond, 
he did not conceive that ſufficient grounds had been laid down 
by the Hon. Major, to demonſtrate the neceſſity of inſtituting 

an inquiry. The laſt opinion was confirmed, he declared, by 
the doctrine advanced by the Hon. Major, and by the unan- 
ſwerable arguments uſed by his Hon. Friend (Mr. Jenkinſon), 

The acquiſition of Dunkirk was admitted on all hands to be 
eſſentially neceſſary; but nothing had been ſtated ſufficiently 
urgent to influence him to vote for a Committee of Inquiry, 
to ſhew that the failure of the attempt againſt/ that important 
place was owing to any miſconduct, either on the part of thoſe 


employed in a military or civil capacity, for facilitating its re- 


duction. | Gentlemen on the oppoſite fide of the Houſe had 
repeatedly aſſerted, that the object of the war had never yet 
been defined; it was manifeſt, however, that it had been 
clearly defined at Toulon, as explained by a Noble Lord (Mul- 
grave); the Noble Lord's definition turned out to be ſuch as 
the Hon. Gentlemen oppoſite did not approve, becauſe it did 
not anſwer their own ſtatements. op at rg ly agg 
By the declaration of Lord Hood at Toulon, miniſtry had 
only bound themſelves to keep that port and the ſhips for Louis 
XVII. or whoever might come to the Throne of France; but 
ſuch an agreement did not contain any exprefs ſtipulation to 
be actively aſliſtant in bringing about the reſtoration of Mo- 
narchy. It was certainly natural to ſuppoſe that a monarchi- 
cal government would be the. rallying point to the people of 
France, as both hiſtory and experience evinced that. the domi- 
nation of an individual was the beſt method of terminating the 
yoke of an intolerant democracy. Under this impreſſion the 
Convention always regarded the loyaliſts as their enemies z and 
under the ſame conviction the Britiſh miniſtry had required a 
ſpecific declaration in favour of regal government from the in- 
habitants of Toulon. 1 | . 
Oppoſition, he obſerved, had aſſerted that it was imprudent 
in miniſters to expoſe, by their treaty with Sardinia, that the 
a 8 reſtitution 
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| 4 
reſtitution of Savoy was their object: If it applied in this par- 
ticular inſtance, he aſſerted, that it equally applied to every 
other occurrence during the war, and therefore a Committee 
of Inquiry was contrary to their own doctrine. Gentlemen, 
he ſaid, had thought proper to-employ a good deal of whining 
cant in ſpeaking of the misfortunes of war. Their ſenſitive 
feelings would not eg them to bear the idea even of deſtroy- 
ing that beautiful ſyſtem, that delightful government, diſtin- 
guiſned for its humanity, philanthropy, and . eee at 
the preſent time prevailed in France. If the Houſe were to 
look into the hiſtory of the human heart, they would ſee, that, 
like nations, where ambition was its primary object, anarchy 
and confuſion muſt enſue; if it were the object. of this coun- 
try to make peace, it muſt wiſh for the eſtabliſhment of mo- 
narchy, which government always tended to uniform mildneſs 
and univerſal advantage. The conduct of Government pro- 
ceeding from their wiſhes to aid the loyaliſts at La Vendee, 
was, to ſay the leaſt of it, laudable in the extreme; their ob- 
ject was monarchy, which the hiſtory of the world muſt con- 
vince them, was the fine qua non of peace. He lamented the 
niggardlineſs of miniſters, that did not ſuffer them to grant all 
the papers required by Oppoſition. © The liſt of killed and 
wounded, if laid on the table, would doubtleſs afford ample 
room for feeling declamation. © It would be ſhocking to 
find that ſaltpetre, dug from the bowels of the earth, ſhould 
lay ſo many fine fellows low.” A learned Gentleman (Mr. 
Jekyll) in contemplating the liſt, might ſay, if it were not 


6 For theſe vile guns, 1 would myſelf b e 2 ſoldier "2 


Mr. Canning declared, he did not think it an unfair argument, 
to examine the conduct of Adminiſtration during the campaign, 
and contraſt it with that which Oppoſition, were they in power, 
would probably have held. We ſhould “ have a peace with 
France,” and ſhould cement our alliance with the blood of 
kings. We ſhould be at war with Ruſſia, Auſtria, and Pruſ- 
ſa. We ſhould have conſpired againſt the liberties of Poland, 
and have plunged that country into a war. They who ſub- 
ſeribed towards the ſupport of that country, while they denied 
lubſcriptions towards the preſervation of their own, would have 
ſewn themſelves her determined enemies; inſtead of paſſing 
the Alien Bill, and the Act for protecting French Property in 
our Funds, we ſhould have our towns filled with French citi- 
zens; and in the place of Engliſh Bank notes, our cities would 


be ſwarming with French aſſignatts. 


* Hotſpur's expreſſion in Sliakeſpeare's Henry IV. Part I. 4 
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Sir William Yonge oppoſed the motion, ſtating it to be his 


opinion, that there were no good grounds for inſtituting the Du 
propoſed inquiry. The war, as far as he could judge, had 8er 
bran wiſely conducted in every quarter; and in a period of Ho! 
public danger 2nd exigency like the preſent, Sir William ſaid; claſ 
it became the Houſe and the country to fupport miniſtry in acte 
the meaſures which they had adopted for the enſuing cam- _ 
aign. | | 

: 415 C:urtenay requeſted the motion to be read; which be- my 
ing done, he ſaid, his reaſon for it was to judge how far it was Con 
applicable to the whining declamation of the Hon. Gentleman haye 
who had lately ſpoken. He had woven together Toulon, 1 The! 
noy, Conde, Maubeuge, Valenciennes, Oſtend, &c. &c. in ſuch Fren 
a large and capacious web, and embroidered it with ſo many coul 
flowers, as to make it appear a very ſhowy and very captivat- arm) 
ing tiſſue. The plain truth was, that although there was a obſe1 
great difference of ſtuff in it, it was altogether ſo flimſy, ſo in h 
goffamer, ſo cobweb-like, that it was the very worſt produc- to b 
tionof the worſt ſpecies of our manufactures. lican 
Mr. Courtenay adverted to the declaration of Mr. Canning, ber n 
that “ if the Gentlemen of Oppoſition had been in power, M. 
there would have been no war.“ He confeſſed it, and ſup- plan 
poſed that the Honourable Gentleman had brought this for- preſe 


ward as a charge of crimination, which was in fact a high and 
honourable compliment. Of courſe the Honourable Gentle · 
man then attached a merit to the war and to its continuance, 
He was afraid miniſters would not thank the Honourable 
Member for this remark, becauſe they had always hitherto 
ſcreened their conduct under the neceſſity of carrying on the 
war purely on the ground of having entered upon a defenſive 
war. Perhaps the Honourable Gentleman, having fo recently 
been in habits of intimacy with them, might be better ac- 
quainted with their ſyſtem of hypoctiſy than others were; {till 
he feared the Honourable Gentleman was but 4 novice with 
them, a ſort of apprentice in their ways; and though he might 
have got hold of ſome of their ſecrets at convivial meetings, 
without being particularly enjoined to be ſilent, {till they could 
have wiſhed that he had diſcretion enough to know when 
he ought to ſpeak out, and when to hold his tongue, He 
owned however, that he oould not but be pleaſed with it, 25 
the young Stateſman had ſpoken juſtly, perhaps through ac- 
cident or inadvertency. In regard to the reſt of the Hon. 
Gentleman's ſpecch, he had endeavoured to catch the ſpirit 
of it, but ſo ſoon as it was poured out, it evaporated. He 
ſtrove then to condenſe the thin floating vapours, and make 
them palpable, but all bis endeavours were in vain, (hep dent 
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the powers of chemiſtry, conſiſting chiefly of ſuch words as 
Dunkirk, Toulon, Noble Lord, Military Men, and Common 
Senſe, of which laſt article very little was to be found. The 
Honourable Gentleman had diſclaimed his rank in the military 


claſs, and to prove he belonged not to the other, he had 


ated differently from his ſpecies. He muſt, therefore, be of 
the epicene gender; ſomething between a bird and a mouſe, 
Another Hon. Gentleman (Sir James Murray) had talked 
much upon the brilliancy of our ſucceſſes at Valenciennes, 
Conde, and Queſnoy. The Hon. Baronet ought however to 
haye recollected, by what means theſe places were taken. 


They were taken in conſequence of the treachery of the 


French General Dumourier, without which none of them 
could have fallen; at a time too when the Republican 
army was diſorganized and diſbanded. Every General, he 
obſerved, like Fayette, if the principles of government were 
in his- opinion unjuſt, had a right himſelf to retire, but not 
to betray others. When Dumourier revolted, the Repub- 


lican army conſiſted only of 17,000 men: What was its num- 


ber now ? | 1 

Mr. Courtenay took notice of the laboured defence of the 
plan of operations before Dunkirk, and obſerved, that the 
preſent motion went not to inquire into the meaſure of thoſe 
who conducted, but of thoſe who projected it. The plan 
was formed in the Britiſh Cabinet, and the Right Honourable 
Gentleman oppoſite (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) ad- 
viſed it. ( A cry of No, No. J—Nay, he himſelf had avowed 
it during the courſe of the preſent Seſſion. —( The cry of No, 
M, continued. } Would the Right Honourable Gentleman, or 
any other Honourable Gentleman, preſume to ſtep forth and 


deny it? There might be ſome error, though there was a ſtrong. 


belief to the contrary, in which caſe it would be both reaſonable 
and polite to retract it.—( All ſilent. It was formed then 


1n the Cabinet, and contrary to Prince Cobourg's opinion, and 


the opinion of other able officers. The Right Honourable 
Gentleman probably wiſhed to ſhew himſelf as great a Ge- 
neral as Nouvois ! Probably he conſidered, too, how ſmug- 
gling would be deprefled, and the fair ſale of brandy promoted. 
The Right Honourable Gentleman had, however, by this un- 
lucky advice, been the cauſe of all the ſubſequent nusfortunes 


of the campaign; for the Prince of Cobourg, who was at that 
time blocking up Maubeuge, was afterwards obliged to faiſe 
the ſege; and the reaſon of this change was the weakening: 
of his army, by the detachment of between go and 40,000 


men to march with the Duke of York to Dunkirk. 
vor. III. ö 
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Mr. Courtenay took notice of the defence of the Noble 
Duke (at the head of the Ordnance) by an Honourable Gen- 
tleman (Mr. Sargent) who had ſo gratefully diſcharged all ob- 
| ligations. It did the Honourable Gentleman's heart honour, 
but let the Houſe conſider upon what grounds he had reſted 
the defence of his Noble Patron. The Honourable Gentle- 
man had ſaid that the ſtores were ready in time, that appli- 
cation had been made to the Navy Board for the conveyance, 
and that the tranſports were in time ſupplied. Let the evi- 
dence, continued he, be laid upon the table, and then we ſhall 
know whom to blame. What does the Houſe do in caſes of 


this nature? Refuſe inquiry F Something ought to be done 


even for the ſingularity of the thing. If, ſaid Mr. Courtenay, 
the Right Honourable Gentleman will give ſome explanation, 
he will ſtand much higher in my opinion than he has hither- 
to done, if that be of any conſequence; and although he 


ſtands very low indeed at preſent, to be raiſed higher will be— | 


ſomething. | | 
Mr. Francis ſaid, he did not mean to enter into any argu- 
ments upon the preſent queſtion, but felt himſelf particularly 
called upon by a young Member who had ſpoken lately, and 
had introduced a ſubject in no wiſe connected with the queſ- 
tion—the ſubſcriptions for Poland. Mr. Francis declared, 
that he had taken an active part in that buſineſs, and it was 
ſupported by the moſt reſpectable characters in the country, 
of all parties, from a conſcientious motive of its reCtitude, 
and a deſire to engage their utmoſt exertions in a cauſe that 
called for the ſympathy and the feelings of all mankind. There 
was, he was glad to fee, one Member preſent who had, much 
to his honour, exerted himſelf in that cauſe; there might 
be more preſent who knew that it had been taken up by the 
Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, and Aldermen, of the city of London, 
and no one act had ever reflected more luſtre upon the ma- 
giſtrates of, that great metropolis. The reaſons why he en- 


tered into that ſubſcription, Mr. Francis ſaid, were, that he 


thought that it was conſtitutional, legal, and honourable to 
the character of the nation. When he refuſed a contribu- 
tion to his own country, it was becauſe the mode of appli- 
cation for that contribution was unconſtitutional. He there- 
fore had no right to do it. It was alſo unneceſſary, which 
was an additional reaſon. So long as it was the peculiar pri- 
vilege of thegHouſe of Commons to do the buſineſs, he ſhould 
certainly think it unneceſſary. The young Gentleman, who 
had but juſt eſcaped from his ſchools, and his claſſics, and 
was not yet converſant in the laws and conſtitution of his 
country, had imprudently delivered ſentiments which ON 
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to degrade him, and lower him in the opinion of the world. 
{Call to order.) He ſaid he meant nothing perſonal to the 
Honourable Gentleman, but merely to expreſs his abhorrence 
of ſuch ſentiments, and that he was the more ſorry they 
ſhould come from a young man, being ſo much unlike the 
candour and liberality which it was uſual to meet with at his 
time of life. „ | ey Pages EEE” 

Mr. Canning explained: He ſaid he meant no reflection on 
thoſe who had ſubſcribed for Poland, but thought it was a nice 
diſtinction to ſubſcribe in that inſtance, and not to ſubſcribe 
when called upon for the ſupport and ſafety of their own 


country. | 


Mr. Alderman Anderſon, feeling himſelf called upon, ſaid, | 


that he was Chairman of the Committee who recommended 
a ſubſcription in favour of Poland, and at the ſame time one 
of the Sheriffs for Middleſex. He had taken an active part 
in the ſubſcription, becauſe he gloried in ſupporting the cauſe 
of liberty; and he conceived he had acted a laudable part on 
the occaſion; but though the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Francis) 
and he then concurred in opinion on that ſubject, at this 
period, he believed, they widely differed : The Alderman 
declared himſelf to be a ſtrenuous friend to the public mea- 
ſures at preſent adopted by Government, and conſequently 
countenanced the contributions which had been condemned. 
Mr. H. Addington (the Brother of the Speaker) defended 
the conduct of the campaign, and ſaid the only inſtances in 
which we had been unſucceſsful were at Dunkirk and Toulon. 
He could not fee the uſe of moving for an account of the 
ſores left at either; becauſe, admitting the quantity to be 
great, it would furniſh no preſumption againſt miniſters that 
they had not provided ample means for the operations to be 
performed, and every man'knew that the eventual ſucceſs of 
military operations did not depend altogether upon neceſſary 
proviſion for the ſervice, or gallantry and ſkill in its execu- 
tion: Chance and circumſtances that neither prudence could 
foreſee, nor caution guard againſt, often determined the fate 
of the beſt-fought field. Mr. Addington confeſſed himſelf 
little acquainted with the rules of-the Houſe. In his opinion 
the more proper way, for thoſe who imagined a degree of 
culpability exiſted in ſome department of the State, would 
be to inſtitute an inveſtigation into the conduct of miniſters, 
followed up by an impeachment, if, after due inveſtigation of 
facts, ſuch a proceeding ſhould appear to be neceſſary. He 
obſerved, that three months had been ſuffered to elapſe with- 
out a motion, either for inquiry or for cenſure, which implied, 
that either there was no obvious cauſe of complaint, or that, 


Dd 2-: if 


* 
* * 


_—_ 
5 


. 
x Mod 


by, 


3 
* * A 


W 
> — 


— — ATE Ip. n > 


I 22 . — 
. 1 
8 = „ — * - % 
c TY * 4 2 a - 
r a Seared EET 


1 
8 
— 


e 3 
Rt. 2 * — ml 2 


os ne On Pa 4 
XY YE "—_— 


MI agen 


var moe ne, nts 
1 LEEDS 8 
2 3 
o 
— — - 
a.” \ n . 
. the, - 5. 0 t b 
r * * 2 
6 er 


— A r 2 : — 
— —. wn ID ng er RR 3 8 3 2 LES IE —— . 
> * 1 De N 1 . . III, ; — 
= "_ * * 50 3 — r 9 55% r Y 2 . 
= N 8 £ As bs 8 1 
* 3 — £ \ =& 4 0 


£ >= > — — 2 
nde 
. „ 

N. : Bt 2 A, 


404 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons, 


if there were, they could not properly bring it forward, or 
eſtabliſh it by proof. He beſtowed high panegyrics on the 
Duke of York and Lord Hood, and hoped the war would be 
proſecuted till the ſecurity of this country, both internal and 
external, was fully aſcertained. | | : 

Mr. Thompfon endeavoured to explain Mr. Francis's opinion 
of the Poliſh ſubſcription, which he argued thus; that Poland 
was oppreſſed, and ſtruggling for her liberties; ſhe conſe- 
quently deſerved relief ; whereas it was notorious that England 
was not oppreſſed, and therefore contributions in ſupport of 
this country were the more uſeleſs. | 
Mr. I. H. Browne ſaid, Parliament could have voted money 
for the Poles as well as for any other purpoſe, had it been 
thought proper; and therefore there was no reaſon for that 
ſubſcription, which did not apply more forcibly to the ſubſcrip- 
tions now propoſed by miniſters... _ 

Mr. Fox declared, that fo very little had been ſaid on the 
miniſterial ſide, and fo much on that of Oppoſition, he found 
it unneceſſary to enter into a wide field of diſcuſhon. He 
beſtowed many encomiums on his Honourable Friend for the 


able manner in which he had brought the buſineſs forward. 


In his opening ſpeech he had evinced much military ſkill, as 
well as conſiderable powers of reaſoning ; and, in fact, had 
treated the whole ſubject of debate in ſo f 
a manner, that he had left him little hope of giving illuſtration 
to the queſtion by any thing which he could advance. 
With regard to the failure againſt Dunkirk (which they all 
lamented as exceedingly diſaſtrous to the Britiſh arms), he re- 
joiced that no inſinuation had been made in the ſmalleſt degree 
diſreſpectful to the character or conduct of his Royal High- 
neſs the Duke of Vork; and that after the raiſing of the ſiege, 
Weſt Flanders had been recovered under the Prince's imme- 
diate orders. What man could do, he had done; but, appre- 


hending that his Royal N ee had not been properly ſup- 


ported from home, the Honourable Mover called for an in- 
quiry. If miniſters were innocent, they could not ſurely 
dread an inveſtigation of their conduct; if guilty, however 


they might be able to gloſs over and conceal the fact for the 


preſent, the truth would ap at ſome future period; and 
the memories of thoſe who had been inſtruments! in our diſ- 
grace, would be conſigned to the obloquy which they de- 
ſerved. Whatever certain Gentlemen might think- proper 
to inſinuate, Mr. Fox denied that the characters of the Britiſh 


ſoldiers had been that night treated with harſhneſs, ſeverely } 


{crutinized, or in any ſort calumniated. 
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Every man readily admitted, that no degree of culpability 
was attached to the officers or privates in the Britiſh army; but 
every man did not admit, that, by the reſiſtance made by thoſe 
in power to the preſent motion, the conduct of miniſters was 
completely vindicated. The efforts of the Britiſh army had 
induced no diminution of national character in Flanders; he 
was apt to concur in opinion with the Hon. Mover, that thoſe 
efforts would have been more ſucceſsful, more ſplendid, and 
more glorious, had they been properly ſupported by the Ord- 
nance and Navy Boards. Among the exertions of the Britiſh 
arms, the action at Lincelles was the moſt memorable of the 
campaign; and he rejoiced in this opportunity of concurring 
with others in beſtowing that praiſe on General Lake which he 
ſo highly deſerved. . His admiration of the conduct and va- 
lour diſplayed in that action, was not leſs enthuſiaſtic than that 
of any man who extolled them the moſt 3 nor the more, but 
certainly not the leſs, becauſe he had the honour of number- 
ing the gallant officer who commanded among his friends. 
While the military atchievement at Lincelles was, however, 
dwelt on with all the exultation which it ſo juſtly merited; 
while the Britiſh arms colleCtively were declared to poſſeſs all 
the intrepidity which animated our anceſtors; while they ap- 
peared formidable againſt the enemy, when obliged to act even 
in ſmall bodies; he would maintain, in the face of the Houſe 
and the country, that ſuch deſperate expedients were no proofs 
of a ſucceſsful campaign, no reaſons for the continuance of 
the war. After the capture of Valenciennes, Condé, 
noy, Famars, and other places, the combined armies, when 
they flattered themſelves that their power was irreſiſtible, ſuf- 
fered ſome humiliation by their retreat from Dunkirk and 
Maubeuge. Theſe calamities, attended by the diſgraceful 


«evacuation of Toulon, were ſurely, he contended, no proofs 
of a glorious campaign. 


The Noble Lord (Lord Mulgrave) had admitted the evacu- 
ation of Toulon to be a misfortune. This of itſelf was ground 
for inquiry, but had never been urged as ground for cenſure, 
unleſs inquiry ſhould ſhew that there had been miſconduct. 
The Noble Lord thought alſo that the misfortune might have 
been avoided if the aid expected from our allies had been fur- 
niſhed, or if the ſuccours ordered by miniſters had arrived. 
This proved the neceſſity of inquiry, for it was material for 
the Houſe to know in what manner the plans of the miniſters 
had been fruſtrated, whether by the fault of miniſters, or of 
any other perſon. We had promiſed proteCtion to the people 
of Toulon, and if on the evacuation we took away all thoſe 
who were deſirous of coming away, a circumſtance on _—_ 

et | ba” 
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the numerous ſubſequent executions there caſt a conſiderable 
degree of doubt, we had the leſs to lament in our failure. 
The Gentlemen with whom he acted, Mr. Fox ſaid, had re- 
peatedly urged that better force ſhould be ſent; and the Gen- 


tlemen in the ſervice did expect that ſome meaſures would 


have been purſued which had been adopted by the Britiſh Ca- 
binet, but were never executed. What was the reafon they 
were not executed? Were miniſters afraid of making too 
great a ſacrifice? No facrifice, in his opinion, could have 
been too great upon ſuch an occaſion. Rumours had 
been circulated, as to the negligence or miſconduct of our 
allies during our keeping poſſeſſion of that place; which was 
another reafon for going into an'inquiry. If our allies did not 
give us all the aſſiſtance they might have done for an object fo 
important, it concerned the national honour to ſhew the world 
that we had not failed from our own fault, but from their 
backwardneſs. It was alſo matter of policy for the Houſe to 
know whether or not the Emperor, the ally on whom we muſt 
chiefly depend in future, had promiſed aid, which on another 
view of circumſtances he thought proper to withhold. If the 
cauſe of this impediment can be ſhewn, if it can be ſatisfacto- 
rily proved that they were defeated by wind or weather, or by 
the neglect or incapability, or lax exertion on the part of the 
allies, he ſhould think it ſufficient reaſon for inquiry, and call 
for juſtification. | 5 
With reſpect to the queſtion aſked by an Hon. Gentleman, 
what he and his friends would have done had their counſels 
been followed, he ſhould only obſerve, that the queriſt an- 
ſwered himſelf, for he immediately added, that all their mo- 
tions in that Houſe led to peace. TEES | 
An Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Jenkinfon) had been fo good as 
to favour the Houſe with his opinion as-to the beſt mode of 
attacking France, and had told them, that the object of the 
war was Paris; and that in order to get thither, they mult 
have a war of poſts, and win their way town by town, break- 
ing through what had been emphatically called the iron fron- 
tier of France. He did not intend to queſtion the choice of the 
means if ſuch was the end. But a more melancholy proſpect 
could not well be preſented; and Gentlemen who at preſent be- 
heved that Paris muſt be taken before we could look for peace, 
would, he imagined, go home with leſs ſanguine hopes of a 
ſpeedy concluſion of the war, than they had hitherto enter- 
tained. | FT | „ 
Mr. Fenkinſon ſaid, he ſpoke only his individual opinion, 
when he ſaid that the Jacobin faction muſt be deſtroyed in 
Paris; that therefore, in his judgment, our object was to 
carry 
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| carry our arms to Paris, which could only be done by a war 
of poſts, and winning our way town by town. 
Mr. Fox ſaid he underſtood ſo. N 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer (ſaid, he had every poſſible 
reaſon to be ſatisſied with the arguments on this occaſion, and 
with what, he truſted, muſt be the deciſion of the Houſe. . 
When the Hon. Gentleman gave notice of his motion, he 
threatened to prove, that every attempt in which Britiſh eoun- 
cils and Briciſh arms were diſtinctly employed, had been un- 
ſucceſsful. The Houſe would recollect, that he had promiſed 
to meet the Hon. Gentleman on this ground, and dreaded not 
the force of his proofs. The Hon. Gentleman had ſaved him 
the trouble, by relinquiſhing the greater part of it. If he had 
no other reaſon for thinking ſo, the time choſen for making the 
motion would alone have convinced him that he had little to 
apprehend. Had ſolid grounds for cenſuring miniſters been 
eaſy to be found, the Gentlemen who ſat oppoſite to him were 
too well diſpoſed, too active and induſtrious, to have been 
three months in bringing them forward. A motion for in- 
quiry into the conduct of the laſt campaign, could have been 
uſefully made only to diſcover paſt errors with a view of cor- 
recting them; or, if thoſe errors were ſo groſs as to prove 
miniſters unfit to be truſted, to have perſons called into the 
executive departments more capable to plan the next cam- 
paign. This he was ſatisfied could not be meant when he 
heard the Hon. Gentleman confine his motion to Dunkirk and 
Toulon. In none of the operations in Europe had Britiſh 
arms or Britiſh councils been diſtinctly employed. Out of 
Europe, where his Majeſty's troops acted ſingly, every opera- 
tion had been ee The French had been driven from 
the continent of India; they had been diſpoſſeſſed of their 
ſhare in the Newfoundland fiſhery; the iſland of Tobago had 
been taken; and the preſent great progreſs made towards ac- 
quifitions {till more important in the Weſt Indies, under the 
command of officers whoſe zeal and abilities afforded the 
greateſt confidence of a ſpeedy. and complete ſucceſs. When 
he recollected all this, he could not but admire the diſcretion, 
if not the candour, of the Hon. Gentleman, in confining his 
inquiry to the operations in Europe only. But, narrowed as 
the motion was, he might have been diſmayed by the blamings 
and bodings of the Hon. Gentleman, enforced with ſo much 
eloquence, had he not remembered to have heard the ſame 
eloquence employed in charging miſconduct, and preſaging 
diſaſter, after the firſt campaign of the late war in India. In 
another campaign, that war was terminated, and terminated 
confeſſedly as much to the honour of the illuſtrious Com- 
F. 5 mander, 
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mander, who had raiſed his own reputation above that of any 
character of almoſt any age or nation, as to the advantage ef 
his country. If the Hon. Gentleman ſhould prove as bad a 
prophet on this occaſion as he had done on that, he would no 
doubt feel as much ſatisfaction in the one cafe as he had felt 
in the other. The inconveniencies of inquiry during war 
were ſo great, that they ought never to be hazarded, except 
vhen the failures were of ſuch magnitude as to argue incapa- 
city on the part of miniſters, or to occaſion ſuch diſtruſt of 
ultimate ſucceſs, as to produce a change of ſyſtem, The 
failures at Dunkirk and 'Foulon were far from amounting to 
this. Of Dunkirk all that could be ſaid was, that we had 
made one unſucceſsful attempt. At Toulon, although we 
had not done all that could have been wiſhed, yet what we 
did, was an inſtance of fignal ſucceſs. No man lamented 
more than he did that our ſucceſs had not in each inſtance 
been more complete, but the cauſe was not attributable to the 
miſconduct of the Government at home, but to a train of in- 
furmountable difficulties, which no man could forefee. He 
repeated what he had declared on former diſcuſſions, that the 
blame reſpecting Dunkirk, if any, was not attached to the 
Boards of Ordnance or Navy alone, but to miniſters col - 
lectively, who were equally reſponſible for erroneous meaſures. 
It was needleſs for him to attempt the vindication of the 
Navy Board; he would, however, affirm, from the firſt au- 
thority, that had the whole navy of England been riding near 
Dunkirk, the ſucceſs of the army could not have been enſured. 
Every arrangement was formed to ſupport the attack by land; 
and no effort at ſea could have prevented the failure of the 
operation. | | | 
Previous to the evacuation of Toulon, we had a force which 
ſufficiently ſhewed the attention and the diligence of miniſters; 
nearly 17,000 men there in garriſon, With regard to the 
evacuation of Toulon, every part of the proceeding manifeſted 
the utmoſt {kill and ability in its conduct; every exertion had 
been made for the relief of the inhabitants; and, in proof of 
that, he was authoriſed to affirm, that no perſon, who ex- 
_ preſſed an inclination to leave that unhappy place, was aban- 
doned in the hour of diſtreſs. If the unfortunate om who 
remained, and changed their efforts in fayour of the Conven- 
tion, thinking thus to work their ſalvation, had been de- 
ceived, and fell victims to the implacable reſentment and ſan- 
guinary eagerneſs of the rulers of the Convention, that misfor- 
tune entailed no diſgrace on the Britiſn miniſtry, or on Britiſh 
officers, but afforded a freſh proof of the horrors to be la- 
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ment of France, Thoſe who embraced every opportunity to 
ſully our glorious exertions at Toulon, ought, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer ſaid, to recollect, that if we had been obliged 
to abandon that place, we had, previous to our departure, 
given ſuch an effe tual blow to the French navy, that ages 
would elapſe before they would be, able to recover their loſſes 
a5 a maritime power. | DT 

The Hon. Gentleman, conſcious that he could not make 
out his caſe upon the two points of Dunkirk and Toulon, had 


gone at large into other parts of the campaign, in order to ſhew 


that the general iſſue was ſo unpromiſing that it ought in pru- 
dence to deter us from proſecuting the war. This was the 
real queſtion, and it had been ſo ably argued'by other Gentle- 
men, that he ſhould touch but briefly upon it. The Britiſh 


troops had effected the ſalvation of Holland; by ſtopping the 


progreſs of Dumourier, they had afforded the Auſtrian troops 
an opportunity of beating the French in the firit inſtance, and 
afterwards aſſiſted in driving them out of the Netherlands. 
None of theſe important objects were atchieved without their 
zid, for they were landed in Holland before the Auſtrians 
paſſed the Roer. When the Netherlands were cleared, a ge- 
neral plan of operations was concerted 3 Conde, Valenciennes, 
and Queſnoy were taken; the French were driven from the 


ſtrong poſts of Famars and the Camp ef Czfar; and in two 


inſtances only, at Dunkirk and Maubeuge, the arms of the 
allies were wanting of ſucceſs. Was this a plan of campaign 
arguing ſuch incapacity as to call for an inquiry? In all theſe 
tranſactions the Britiſh arms co- operated. The veteran troops 
of Auſtria, much to their own honour, and much to the ho- 
nour of the Britiſh troops, affected not to conſider them as 
their inferiors in military ſkill, but employed them and acted 
with them fide by fide. If the Britiſh troops were baſfled at 
Dunkirk, they had the comfort of knowing, what in any other 
point of view muſt be conſidered as a misfortune, that the col- 
lected Auſtrian army was baffled at Maubeuge. He ſaw no- 
thing, therefore, to prevent Britiſh councils and Britiſh arms 


from claiming their full ſhare, of glory; and he put it to the 


Houſe, whether the iſſue of the campaign was victory or de- 
feat, honour or diſgrace? Was not our general ſituation with 
a view to future ſucceſs much improved ? Not ſo much as our 
hopes, it was true; for ſo great was the ſtake. for which we 
were contending, that nothing ſhort of complete ſucceſs could 
latisfy public expectation. In fact, the rapid ſucceſs of the 
arlt part of the eampaign had thrown into ſhade the more 
lubſtantial advantages obtained in the latter part of it. | 
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mander, who had raiſed his own reputation above that of any 
character of almoſt any age or nation, as to the advantage of 
his country. If the Hon. Gentleman ſhould prove as bad a 
prophet on this occafion as he had done on that, he would no 
doubt feel as much ſatisfaction in the one cafe as he had felt 
in the other. The inconveniencies of inquiry during war 
were fo great, that they ought never to be hazarded, except 
vhen the failures were of ſuch magnitude as to argue incapa- 
city on the part of miniſters, or to occafion ſuch diſtruſt of 
ultimate ſucceſs, as to produce a change of ſyſtem. 'The 
failures at Dunkirk and 'Foulon were far from amounting to 
this. Of Dunkirk all that could be ſaid was, that we had 
made one unſucceſsful attempt. At Toulon, although we 
had not done all that could have been wiſhed, yet what we 
did, was an inſtance of fignal ſucceſs. No man lamented 
more than he did that our ſucceſs had not in each inſtance 
been more complete, but the cauſe was not attributable to the 
miſconduct of the Government at home, but to a train of in- 
ſurmountable difficulties, which no man could forefee. He 
repeated what he had declared on former diſcuſfions, that the 
blame reſpecting Dunkirk, if any, was not attached to the 
Boards of Ordnance or Navy alone, but to miniſters col- 
lectively, who were equally reſponſible for erroneous meaſures. 
It was needleſs for him to attempt the vindication of the 
Navy Board; he would, however, affirm, from the firſt au- 
thority, that had the whole navy of England been riding near 
Dunkirk, the ſucceſs of the army could not have been enſured, 
Every arrangement was formed to ſupport the attack by land; 
and no effort at ſea could have prevented the failure of the 
operation, 8 | 6 f 

Previous to the evacuation of Toulon, we had a force which 
ſufficiently ſhewed the attention and the diligence of miniſters; 


nearly 17, ooo men there in garriſon. With regard to the 


evacuation of Toulon, every part of the proceeding manifeſted 
the utmoſt ſkill and ability in its conduct; every exertion had 
been made for the relief of the inhabitants; and, in proof of 
that, he was authoriſed to affirm, that no perſon, who ex- 
preſſed an inclination to leave that unhappy place, was aban- 
doned in the hour of diſtreſs. If the unfortunate po who 
remained, and changed their efforts in fayour of the Conven- 
tion, thinking thus to work their ſalvation, had been de- 
ceived, and fell victims to the implacable reſentment and ſan- 
guinary eagerneſs of the rulers of the Convention, that misfor- 
tune entailed no diſgrace on the Britiſh miniſtry, or on Britiſh 
officers, but afforded a freſh proof of the horrors to be la- 
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ment of France,' Thoſe who embraced every opportunity to 
ſully our glorious exertions at Toulon, ought, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer ſaid, to recollect, that if we had been obliged 
to abandon that place,, we had, previous to our departure, 
given ſuch an effe tual blow to the French navy, that ages 
would elapſe before they would be, able to recover their loſſes 
28 a maritime power, 

The Hon. Gentleman, conſcious that he could not make 
out his caſe upon the two points of Dunkirk and Toulon, had 
gone at large into other parts of the campaign, in order to ſhew 
that the general iſſue was ſo unpromiſing that it ought in pru- 
dence to deter us from proſecuting the war. This was the 
real queſtion, and it had been ſo ably argued by other Gentle- 
men, that he ſhould touch but briefly upon it. The Britiſh 
troops had effected the ſalvation of Holland; by ſtopping the 
progreſs of Dumourier, they had afforded the Auſtrian troops 
an opportunity of beating the French in the firit inſtance, and 
afterwards aſſiſted in driving them out of the Netherlands. 
None of theſe important objects were atchieved without their 
aid, for they were landed in Holland before the Auſtrians 
paſſed the Roer. When the Netherlands were cleared, a ge- 
neral plan of operations was concerted 5 Conde, Valenciennes, 


and Queſnoy were taken; the French were driven from the 


ſtrong poſts of Famars and the Camp ef Cæſar; and in two 
inſtances only, at Dunkirk and Maubeuge, the arms of the 
allies were wanting of ſucceſs. Was this a plan of campaign 
arguing ſuch incapacity as to call for an inquiry? In all theſe 
tranſactions the Britiſh arms co-operated. The veteran troops 
of Auſtria, much to their own honour, and much to the ho- 
nour of the Britiſh troops, affected not to conſider them as 


their inferiors in military ſkill, but employed them and acted 


with them fide by fide. If the Britiſh troops were baffled at 
Dunkirk, they had the comfort of knowing, what in any other 
point of view muſt be conſidered as a misfortune, that the col- 
lected Auſtrian army was baffled at Maubeuge. He ſaw no- 
thing, therefore, to prevent Britiſh councils and Britiſh arms 
from claiming their full ſhare, of-glory ; and he put it to the 
Houſe, whether the iſſue of the campaign was victory or de- 
feat, honour or diſgrace? Was not our general ſituation with 
2 view to future ſucceſs much improved? Not ſo much as our 
hopes, it was true; fot ſo great was the ſtake. for which we 
were contending, that nothing ſhort of complete ſucceſs could 
latisfy public expectation. In fact, the rapid ſucceſs of the 
irt part of the eampaign had thrown into ſhade the more 
ſubſtantial advantages obtained in the latter part of it. | 
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When Gentlemen on the other fide were aſked what would 
have been the ſituation of the country had their advice been 
followed, they anſwered with an air of triumph—at peace. 
Would even a delufive and diſgraceful peace have been the 
conſequence of their meaſures ? If it had, we muſt have borne 


the inſults and aggreſſions of the French, incurred the dif. | 


race of having abandoned our allies, and ſuffered the Nether- 
lands to be wreſted from the Emperor. The Right Hon. 
Gentleman had not ſaid fo in terms, but he had ſaid that the 
war was unneceſlary ; and the only queſtion was, Had not the 
French attempted all theſe things, and could they have been 
prevented but by war? 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave each of the prin- 
cipal arguments advanced m ſupport of the motion a pointed 
and direct reply, or put it aſide with a farcaftic and ſevere 
rebuke; and after declaring, that whoever imagined that the 
allies did not concur with reſpect to the time and the force of 
the expedition againit Dunkirk, were miſinformed, and that 
nothing could be ſo unwite as to inſtitute an inquiry into any 
ſuppoſed want of co-operation on the part of our allies, at a 
time when ſo much depended on their cordiality and good- 
will, concluded with ſaving, that he ſhould give his decided 
negative to the motion: | | 

Mr. Fox ſaid, he had never, by any ſpeech or motion, given 


room to ſuppoſe that he was more inclined.to abandon our 


allies, or undervalue the Netherlands as a barrier for Holland, 
than his Majeſty's miniſters. He had merely contended for 
the policy of trying to gain the points in diſpute by negotia- 
tion, before we reſorted to war. The miniſter had negotiates, 
and failed; and the only queſtion now was, whether the mode 
of negotiating adopted by the miniſter was better or worle 
than that which he rates | | 5 
Major Maitland, in reply, ſaid, he wiſhed the motion to 
have been in abler hands, and particular buſineſs prevented him 
from making it ſooner. The operations of the war out of Eu- 
rope had been ſtill worſe conducted. Was the attempt on 
Martmico forgotten? He intended to make that a ſeparate 
ſubject of inquiry. If he was wrong in ſtating the arrival of 
the Britiſh troops in Holland, miniſters had miſled him. The 
ſame Gazette, that of the 4th of March, ſtated, that the Bri- 
tith troops arrived there on the firſt of March, and that Gene- 
ral Clairfayt paſſed the Roer, and defeated the French on the 
28th of February. To this victory the Dutch themſelves attri- 
buted their falvation. To grant all the boaſted ſucceſſes, he 
defired Gentlemen to look at the ſituation of the allies ; the 
King of Pruſſia's ſeceſſion; the Dake of Brunſwick's reſigna- 


tion; 


APRIL 


tion ; 
ſeded 
cers a 
per, t. 
officer 
milita 
jor?— 
rank, | 
was n 
man, \ 
pealed 
that hi 
the ſe} 
The 
with r 
declar 
he ſho 
broug] 
The 
ſaid a 
put, at 


Adj 


In a 
chequi 


The 
Dill to 
luntee! 
emerge 

The 
to the 
of the 
ſubject 
plain h 
laid in 
had thi 
addreſs 


ApRIL 11.] WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 211 


tion; General Wurmſer's retirement; Prince Cobourg fuper- 
ſeded; the Emperor in ſelf-armed preparation; and the offi-- 


cers at variance. A Noble Lord (Mulgrave) had thought pro- 1 
per, the Major obſerved, to charge him with attacking abſent ; 9 
officers, and to aſk him how he would like to have his own THF 
military conduct attacked in his abſence by ſome political Ma- $8 
jor ?—Although his ſervices had not merited ſo high a military „ 
rank, he was as old in the profeſſion as the Noble Lord. It = 
was no part of his charaCter to ſay that, in the abſence of any 4.00 
man, which he would not ſay in his preſence; and he ap- 1 
pealed to the Houſe whether he had not expreſsly declared, „ 
that he imputed no blame to any of the officers employed on 1 
the ſervices which were the ſubject of his motion. | 1 
The Major again trod over the ground of his argument, 11 
with reſpeCt to the proceedings at Toulon, and concluded with WE HET 
declaring, that whatever the deciſion of the Houſe might be, 3; [0 


he ſhould always find a gratification in reflecting, that he had 
brought forward the motion about to be determined on. 
De Chancellor of the Exchequer and Sir Fames Murray each 
ſaid a ſew words in explanation; after which the queſtion was 
put, and the Houſe divided : | „ 


Ayes 55 - 
"Noes — 168 


| 5 Majority 133 
Adjourned. | | 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
FRI DAV, April 11. | 
In a Committee of the whole Houſe, went through the Ex- 

chequer Loan, the Glaſs Duty, and the Marine Bills. 
1 NEW MILITIA BILL. ay 85 
The Order of the Day for going into a Committee upon the 

Dill to encourage and diſcipline perſons who ſhall enter as vo- 

lunteers for the internal defence of the kingdom in caſe of 


emerzency, being moved, | 
The Marquis of Lanſdown roſe, in conformity to his notice 


to the Houſe, that he would take the opportunity of that ſtage - 


of the Bill to trouble their Lordſhips with a few words on the 


ſubject. He ſaid he felt the neceſſity of endeavouring to ex- 


plain his own conduct, as he found that great ſtreſs had been 
laid in his abſence on the circular letter of 1782, which he 


had the honour, at that time, to ſign as Secretary of State, and 


addreſs to the Lord Lieutenents of counties, to the mayors and 
OE Ze magiſtrates 
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magiſtrates of great towns, &c. and that it had been inſiſted 
on, that the meaſure of 1782, in this reſpect, and the mea- 
ſure of miniſters of the preſent day, were ſimilar in principle, 
purpoſe, and effect. The Marquis ſaid, his object that day 
would be to ſhew how extremely diſtinct and different the two 
meaſures were, and offer ſome reafoning to make it apparent 


to all their Lordſhips. He would then argue the ſubject at 


large, in proof that in proportion as the one was conſtitutional 


and legal, ſo the other, the meaſure of the preſent day, was di- 


rectly the reverſe. The firſt ſtep he had adopted in 1782, 
was to take the opinion of a lawyer, as ſound a one as any man 
that ever entered Weſtminſter-hall, and as much reſpeCted by 


his whole profeſſion ; he meant the late Lord Aſhburton. He 


had conſulted that Noble and Learned Lord on the legality of 
the ſubjects arming themſelves, and learning the art of war. 
A copy of Lord Aſhburton's opinion he then held in his hand, 
and he would read it to their Lordſhips. | | 

The ſubſtance of the opinion was, „ Every man, by law, 
may and ought to be armed; and they may meet to exerciſe 
and teach one another the art of war, to prepare themſelves 
for ſervice, ſhould the civil magiſtrate call upon them to act 
againſt rioters, or the Crown againſt an enemy or rebels. It 
does not appear that there can be any reſtraint againſt their 


appointing themſelves officers; but they cannot of themſelves | 


act as military force offenſively. The King's commiſſion to 
the officers of ſuch volunteers 1s void in peace time, or when- 
ever he 15 not empowered to levy an army. It does not ap- 
pear that any private perſon can juſtify the arreſt of another 
for a common treſpaſs or breach of the peace, or for any of- 
fence not amounting to felony or high treaſon ; the King, at 
the head of his whole army, not having ſo much authority as a 
petty conſtable. Whenever the military are reſorted to on 


ſuch occaſions, they ought to be carefully informed not to uſe 


force till made neceſſary by reſiſtance, but to endeavour to 
_ apprehend the party.” | | 


Fortified with this opinion, the Marquis ſaid, he wrote the let- | 


ter tothe mayors and magiſtrates of towns, and from a ſingle ex- 
tract from that letter (which the Marquis read), the Houfe would 
perceive clearly that the letter was ſent to call forth obſervation, 
and collect opinions reſpecting a meaſure in contemplation, and 
afterwards to be proceeded on. Two or three letters, his Lord- 
ſhip ſaid, which had been ſent in anſwer to the circular letter 
of 1782, had, he underitood, been produced in his abſence, and 
read from unfairly, as grounds of argument to prove, that the 
object of both that meaſure, and that of his Majeſty's preſent 
miniſters, was one and the fame ; whereas there were many 


an{wers. 
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anſwers ſent, and it was not the opinion of one or two magiſ- 
trates, who either miſunderſtood his letter, or perhaps were 
incapable of conceiving its meaning,.that was to be relied on. 
Why had not miniſters conſulted the Lords Lieutenants-of 


counties as to their opinion of it at the time? He had himſelf 


conſulted a Noble Duke near him (the Duke of Grafton), and 
ſhould have thought him more likely to comprehend the whole 
plan, than a mayor or a portreeve. He had himſelf received a 
letter from Lord Barrington on the ſubjeR, which did that 
Noble Lord infinite honour. Lord Barrington had been Se- 
cretary at War for twenty years, and his letter was full of in- 
formation on the ſubject. That Noble Lord had fully com- 
prehended his ideas, for he had ſent him an account of ſeveral 
hundred peaſants, and others in his neighbourhood in the 
country, who had been trained to arms without any expence, 


except a trifling compenſation to ſome old non-· commiſſioned 


officers; thoſe who could not get firelocks uſing wooden 


guns; and all ending in firing with ball; the time of exerciſe 


being when they were not wanted at work. Moſt of the let- 
ters pe had received in anſwer, the Marquis ſaid, ſhewed the 
zeal, the ſpirit, and the ardour of the people. throughout the 
kingdom, and afforded great intelligence; and although the 
Houſe had not conſented to their being laid on the table, he 
had then in his hand copies of moſt of 

was enabled to ſay, that the fact was as he ſtated it. 

His Lordſhip compared the two plans with each other, and 
pointed out a variety of inſtances in which they were mate- 
rially different. With regard to the letter lately ſent round, 
apologizing in its preamble for not having before encloſed the 
plan of the meaſure through an accidental official inaccuracy, 
the Marquis ſaid, he could not believe the excuſe, as the Gen- 
tleman at the head of the office, and whom he had himſelf ap- 
pointed, was too able, too wary, and too correct, to be guilty 
of any ſuch inaccuracy. He believed there had been no in- 
tention to circulate the plan till the thing made a clamour ; 
and it thence became neceſſary. His Lordſhip reaſoned gene- 
rally on the principle of arming the ſubject, and ſtated the cri- 
tical ſituation of this country, and alſo of a neighbouring king- 
dom, at the time that his own meaſure of 1782 was propoſed. 


He quoted the opinion of Lord Bacon to the Court of Star 


Chamber in the caſe of Mr. Oliver St. John, and applicd it to 
the ſubject he was diſcuſſing. | 55 | | 

With regard to calling upon the People, in the name of the 
Crown, to enter into ſubſcriptions to defray the expence of 


. 


arming, the Marquis ſaid, he had not the ſmalleſt heſitation in. 


declaring 


them, from which he 
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declaring it was neither legal nor conſtitutional, and went 
moſt eſſentially to take away what had ever been conſidered 
the greateſt privilege of Parliament. 'The exigencies of the 
reſent unfortunate war might require extraordinary means of 
tupport, and he ſhould be as ready as any man to contribute 
his ſhare in a legal and conſtitutional manner : But he had no 
idea of countenancing any unconſtitutional method of forcing 
the money out of the pockets of individuals by miniſterial in- 
fluence, becauſe it led to infinite miſchief. | 9 
To ſhew how difficult it is to reſtrain the hand of power 


under the name of Benevolences, his Lordſhip gave the fol- 


towing as an inſtance of one of the many ſhapes it puts on, ſo 
as to make it almoſt impoſſible to get fair hold of it. Count 


de la Lippe having told him how much the little powers in 


Germany were under the ſway of the greater powers, he aſked 
the Count how this was poſſible, where the rights and privi- 
leges of all were ſo well defined? The Count anſwered, that 
this was of no moment; ſince, for example, if the greater 
powers wanted men, they would write the moſt civil and re- 
ſpectful letter imaginable, defiring half a dozen or a dozen of 
their fineſt people as recruits z which the little powers did not 
dare refuſe. In Germany there was no remedy for this. In 
England, if 'a Gentleman of remarkably brilliant talents, and 
whoſe public-ſpirited principles might make him forget his 
private interefts, ſhould attack ſinecure places and other ſimi- 
lar evils, ſome cunning man might ſay, © Have a cate; are 
there no ſuch things as Zheatres in the world; and may not 
they be fit objects of taxation ?” which was in plain words ſay- 
ing, before the Public, © Attack ſinecure places, and your thea- 
we ſhall be taxed ; ſpeak of our penſions, and you ſhall pay for 


the attempt. But if the German Prince had no remedy, the 


Marquis ſaid he was proud to know, that in England, in this 
reſpect at leaſt, ſuch men had their reſources. He hoped, that 


the Public itſelf would take care of any individual ſo menaced, | 


and that his theatre would be made popular by it, ſo that in- 
teac of hurting his private property, it would be increaſed by 
it; or at all events, thould any man, under ſuch circumſtances, 
tuſfer, he would become a fair object of public benevolence, 
and ſubſcriptions, he hoped, would not be wanting to make 
him a double gainer. But though this might hold in ſingular 
inſtances, yet if miniſters choſe to ſet on foot ſchemes of ſub- 
ſcription, timid men, wanting in brilliant talents to attract po- 
pular ſupport, would have their meney to all intents and pur- 


_ poles wreſted from them by Government; or elſe, in a mo- 


ment of falſe alarm, ſuch as was propagated a year ago, if 2 
| | 1885 ſubſcription 


ſend a 
ious p 
our be 
the co 
noble 
reduce 
to ap 
lity; a 
plaine 
Pruffh 
lubje© 
avoid: 
deſire 

that al 
it was 
to per 
gaged 


* I» 

1 14 
bleſſing 
me and 
jets in 
forth in 
lic ſpirit 
country 


as Bt MS Ss Cod SO Becos het? OE 


7 


18 
1- 


aral 11. J , WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 273 


ſubſcription. was planned by Government, and ſupported by 
their friends and dependents, what would become ot thoſe who 
declined ſubſcribing ? 3 | 
The Marquis ſpoke of the active, voluntary ſpirit of ſeveral 
individuals in 1782, and particularly took notice of the offer 


of a ſhip by a Noble Earl *, whoſe zeal and ardour in the pub- 


lic cauſe at the time did him infinite honour. He defended 
the Earl from the calumnies that had been caſt on him on the 


occaſion, and faid, he had himſelf ſuggeſted the paragraph + in 


the King's ſpeech which alluded to that offer, and to the rea- 


dineſs ſhewn by the City of London, and in other parts of the 


kingdom, to ſtand forth in the general defence. 

With regard to the preſent war, he mult ever deplore it ag 
one of the moſt unfortunate calamities that ever had been 
brought on the country by the neglect and madneſs of miniſters. 
The impoſſibility of our being able to carry on the war with 
any hope of ſucceſs, was now obvious. Such, at any rate, was 
the general opinion on the continent. He ſpoke of the con- 
duct of this country at Leghorn and at Genoa as altogether un- 
juſtiſiable. Our treatment of the Grand Duke, in particular, 
he aſſerted, had been moſt ſhameful; we had obliged him to 
ſend away all whom we thought proper to proſcribe as obnox- 


10us perſons, as well his own ſubjects as foreigners; nor had 


our behaviour to Denmark been leſs improper. What had been 
the conſequenee ? the King of Denmaak had been offered a 
noble ſubſcription to enable him to rebuild his palace, lately 
reduced to aſhes; but the King, with a patriot ſpirit, propoſed 
to apply it towards fitting out his fleet to protect his neutra- 
lity; and his conduct had been approved by Sweden, not com- 
plained of by Ruſſia, and he believed it was not dilliked even by 
Pruſſia. The Marquis declared, that he would not enter on the 
ſubject to which he was about ſlightly to allude, becauſe he would 
avoid affording any ground for an imputation of his having a 
deſire to do miſchief; but he could not help ſincerely wiſhing 
that all was well in America and elſewhere. His Lordſhip ſaid, 
it was impoſſible for him to imagine how long miniſters meant 
to perſevere in the hopeleſs conteſt in which they were en- 
gaged; but if they thought ſuch ſubſcriptions, as their circu- 


* Lor Lonſdale OT Sg | 

+ The paragraph was as follows: « This reſpectable ſtate, under the 
bleſſing of Goc, I attribute to the entire confidence which ſubſiſts between 
me and my people, and to the readineſs which has been ſhewn by my ſub- 
jects in my city of London, and in other parts of my kingdoms, to ſtand 
forth in the general defence. Some proofs have lately been given of. pub- 
lic ſpirit in private men, which would do honour to any 3ze, and any 
country.“ ; ara | i 
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lar letter called for, would ſupply them with the means of con. 
rinuing it to any extent, he believed they would find themſelves 
miſerably miſtaken. | 

Lord Abingdon roſe, and addrefſed the Houſe ſubſtantially as 
follows: My Lords: Happening to be in the country 67 5 
the motion was made the other day by a Noble Earl of this 
Houſe, © for cenſuring the Meafure of granting to the Execu- 
tive Government any private Aid, Benevolence, or Subſerip- 
tion, for public Purpoſes, without the Conſent of Parliament,” 
and having formerly (that is in the year 1778) moved a propo- | 
ſition of like import to your Lordſhips, and troubled the Houſe 
with my ſentiments upon it; it is for this reaſon that I have 
gow upon the late occaſion to regret my abſence from the 
Houſe ; for meaning, had I been preſent, moſt decidedly to 
| | Have voted for the previous queſtion, that was then put and 
x carried, I ſhould at the fame time have had the opportunity of 
explaining the reaſons and motives of my vote. | 

c But let it not be preſumed, that, in giving this vote for 
the previons queſtion, I ſhould, in any one word or thought, 
have changed the opinions which I had before held and main- 
tained ; they were too well grounded on facts, and roo well 
ſupported by authority at the time, for me, by any novel ar- 

ruments now, to have departed one ita from hols opinions; 
facts which the country has ever ſince had abundant rea- 
fon to deplore, and authority, the greatneſs of which none 
will diſpute, when I ſay, that I have now the ſatisfaction of 
having in my poſſeſſion a letter to me, from that great and illuſ- 
trious ſtateſman the late Earl of Chatham, in which he not only 
approves the meaſure, but“ laments his incapacity of not being 
able, from indiſpoſition, to give his ſupport in a matter,” as 
His Lordſhip fays, © certainly important, and well worthy of 
the public ſpirit that gives motion to the inquiry.“ There are 
other authorities too, that I could in the ſame manner avail 
myſelf of; but this authority alone is a hoſt of itſelf, and ſuf- 
fictent for my purpoſe. ; 

« Ifay then, my Lords, that this vote would have proceed- 
ed from no change of ſentiment in me, for the caſes not being 
the fame, and the times materially different, there was no call 
for any change of opinion. 9 ä 

he caſe of 1778 was, that Parliament was pur; oſely ad- defend: 


journed, in order to prevent the interference of Parliament wicke, 
with the private ſubſcriptions that were then ſet on foot for thority, 
public purpoſes; whereas, in 1794, the Parliament is purpgſel mean tc 
kept ſitting, with the view of legalizing (as the very Bill now to the 
before us proves) that which otherwiſe would have been, molt Mans fi- 


undoubtedly, VoL 


Arnie 1. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY Ron. 2 
undoubtedly, in my opinion, both unconſtitutional and us 


* 


legal. 1 
0 And as to the times, who is it that ſhall compare them to- 
gether? At that time, that is in 1778, Parliament was making 
war upon our fellow- ſubjects in America, for the purpoſe ef 
laying unconſtitutional taxes upon them, and in ſo much, there- 
fore, in violation of the conſtitution of this country. In 1794, 
Parliament is making war, upon our old, natural, and ever to 
remain, | implacable enemies, the now Sans Culettes of France; 
and for the direct oppoſite purpoſe, not of nr, but of 
ſaying, our conſtitution from ruin and deſtruction. In 1778, 
then, ſubſcriptions were had for illegal and unconſtitutional 
purpoſes; in 1794, they are had both for legal and conſtitu- 


tional purpoſes. | 


« Theſe, my Lords, would have been my reaſons for the vote 


I ſhould have given for the previous queſtion, and theſe are my 
conſequent reaſons for the vote I ſhall give for this Bill.” 
[In the courſe of his ſpeech, his Lordſhip mentioned the me- 
morable expreſſion of Lord Lanſdown towards the cloſe of the 
American war, that © he feared the ſun of Great Britain was 
fet for ever.” He alſo mentioned his having voted for the 
peace made by the Noble Marquis, and ſo, he ſaid, he would 
have done if the Devil had made it.] „ Plat 00s Ea + 
The Marquis ef Lanſdown declared, he did not expect an at- 
tack from the Noble Earl, who had lived in habits of the utmoſt 
confidence with him during his whole adminiſtration: It was 
true that he had uſed the expreſſion alluded to, and he had not 
the ſmalleſt heſitation to confeſs that he had been miſtaken. 
He was heartily glad that the country had ſurvived the loſs of 
America; it was a proof of her internal ſtrength, and that, 
when all her dependencies were cut off, if ſne took care of her- 
ſelf, ſne would ſtill remain a great country. 2250 
Lord, Grenville began with obſerving, that the Noble Marquis 
had received a bad report of the debate that had taken place in 
his abſence, or he would not have been led to imagine that 
the meaſure of the preſent year had been defended on the mea- 
ture of 1782, and on no other ground whatſoever. So far 
from it, the meaſure of the preſent year had been defended in 
a moſt able and eloquent ſpeech by a Noble Friend near him 
(Lord Hawkeſbury), on the ground of law and the conſtitution; 
defended on the high authorities of Lord Bacon, Lord Hard- 
wicke, and Lord Mansfield ; defended by precedent, by au- 
thority, by reaſon, and by argument. Did the Noble Marquis 
mean to ſet up his opinion, that of an individual, as paramount. 
to the opinions of Lord Bacon, Lord Hardwicke, and Lord 
Mansfield? Sure he was, that the Noble Marquis had no ſuch 
Vol., III. 9 80 F F | intention, 
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intention, that he did not mean to reſiſt the conſtant and uni- 
form ſtream of practice that had been purſued ever fince the 
family of the Houſe of Brunſwick ſat upon the throne of theſe 
kingdoms, and that the miſtake of the Noble Marquis muſt be 
imputed ſolely to the extremely bad report that had been made 
to him with reſpect to what had paſſed when the ſubjeCt was laſt 
under diſcuſſion. The meaſure recognized by the Bill before 
their Lordſhips, was a meaſure, that, in all wars in which this 
country had been engaged, had been reſorted to by our moſt 
able ſtateſmen ; it had been adopted by Mr. Pelham, by the 
late Earl of Chatham, and by the late Lord Guildford; the po- 
licy of it no man could reaſonably.queition. Much pains, how- 
ever, had been taken to prove a difference in the two letters, 
that of 1782 and that of 1794. In what did it conſiſt ? In point 
of principle, policy, and effect, they were preciſely the ſame. 
In juſtification of his own meaſure, the Noble Marquis had 
read the opinion of the late Lord Aſhburton, a private. paper 
as he ſuppoſed; and whether great credit was due to it or not, 
Lord Grenville faid, depended on the manner in which it had 
been given, as their Lordthips well knew what wild opinions 
were ſometimes given by gentlemen of the law. That the 
letter of 1782 was underitood to mean that a ſubſcription was 
neceſſary, was evident, from the anſwers of not only one or 
two individuals, but from the Mayors of Doncaſter, Yarmouth, 
Leeds, the Magiſtrate of Sheſſield, and ſeveral others, in which 
places ſubſcriptions were actually begun. As the Noble Mar- 
quis had the anſwers in his hand, the Houſe would certainly 
have been informed, if they had contained any other conclu- 
ſion; inſtead of that, the Noble Marquis had expreſſed him- 
ſelf diſpleaſed with the anſwers that had been alluded to, and 
had ſaid, that mayors, bailiffs, portreeves, and conſtables, 
were ignorant men, and did not underſtand his letter, and yet 
the Noble Marquis had addrefled it to thoſe ignorant: perſons, 
although he had that day told their Lordſhips, that the ſenſe 
of the intelligent Public upon the point, was to be collected 
from the Lords Lieutenants of counties, to whom his Majeſty's 

miniſters had ſent their letter of the preſent year 
The Marquis of Lanſdewn ſpoke to order. He muſt in- 
terrupt the Noble Lord. He had ſaid no ſuch thing. He 
knew to the contrary. On the occaſion alluded to, he had 
reaſon to find that there was great good ſenſe in Mayors, Bai- 
liffs, and Portreeves; he had only ſaid, that there were two or 
three who miſunderſtood his letter. In ſuch a declaration he did 
not intend to caſt the ſmalleſt reflection on that deſcription of 
people ; they by no means deſerved it, and eſpecially from 
im. He would however purſue the matter no farther 
1 5 | 8 but 
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but reſerve himſelf for a reply to any thing that might fall from 
the Noble Lord, which ſhould require an anſwer. '© 


Lord Grenville reſumed his ſpeech, and declared himſelf 


happy to learn that no ſuch inſinuation had been intended by 
the Noble Marquis. He thought much real information was to 
be procured from the Mayor of a Corporation, as well as from 
a Lord Lieutenant of a county. With regard to the two mea- 
ſures, he muſt, his Lordſhip contended, maintain that what he 
had before ſaid reſpecting them was undeniable, viz. that they 
were the ſame in policy, in principle, and in effect. The 
Noble Marquis had maintained, that the objeCt of the letter of 
1782 was to conſult thoſe to whom that letter was addreſſed, upon 
the propriety of arming the people, and that it did not ſuggeſt 
a ſubſcription or call upon the ſubject for money, whereas the 
preſent meaſure propoſed a ſubſcription. This, his Lordſhip 
ſaid, was a mere cobweb diſtinction, the flimſineſs and fallacy 
of which a moment's reflection would enable any man to de- 
tect. The object of the two meaſures was clearly and un- 
queſtionably one and the ſame ; becauſe calling upon indivi- 
duals to arm themſelves, and recommending it to them to pro- 
mote a ſubſcription for that purpoſe, muſt in the end coſt the 
ſubject money, and no man could tell him, that there was any 
difference between ſubſcribing a guinea, or ſubſcribing a 
muſket, by taking the guinea to a gunſmith and buying one. 
On what grounds of reaſon or common ſenſe therefore could 
it be afſerted, that to ſuggeſt a ſubſcription to a body of people 


for the purpoſe of local defence, was a groſs violation of the 


conſtitution, and to requeſt the ſame people to arm them- 
ſelves with a view to the ſame object, was perfectly legal and 
perfectly conſtitutional ? Having by powerful arguments ma- 
nifeſted, that the diſtinction attempted to be ſet up was a 
diſtinction without a difference, his Lordſhip proceeded to 
take notice of that part of the Marquis's ſpeech in which he 
had animadverted upon an Honourable Gentleman in another 
Houſe of Parliament (Mr. Roſe), becauſe he happened to be 
in poſſeſſion of certain official emoluments; and becauſe he had 
reminded another Honourable Gentleman in the ſame Houſe 
(Mr. Sheridan) that theatres were as liable to, and as fair ob- 
jects of taxation, as ſinecure offices or places, which from 
their nature might be deemed freehold property. It was to be 
recollected, Lord Grenville ſaid, that the official emoluments 
enjoyed by the Honourable Gentleman in queſtion, had been 
earned by long and laborious public ſervice, and that the moſt 
lucrative office he had, was an office (that of Clerk of the Par- 
liament) which his Majeſty had been requeſted to beſtow on 
im in conſequence of an unanimous addreſs from that Houſe, 
e pointing 
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pointing the Honourable Gentleman out as the moſt proper 
, perſon to fill it. With regard to what the Noble Marquis had 
ſaid teſpecting another Honourable Gentleman, he agreed 
with him, that the Honourable Gentleman may become the 
object of a ſubſcription, and poſſibly the fit object of a ſub- 
ſcription, but he did not believe that there was any great pro- 
bability of a ſubſcription coming from the Honourable Gentle. 
man on the preſent occaſion. His Lordſhip again adverted to the 
letters of the Mayors of Doncaſter, of Leeds, and of Yarmouth, 
ſent in anſwer to the Noble Marquis's letter in 1782, and alſo 
to that of the Magiſtrate of Sheffield, as affording ample and 
undeniable proofs, that they underſtood a ſubſcription to bear 
the expence of arming themſelves as an eſſential part of the 


plan of the Noble Marquis. As to the foreign anonymous cor- 


reſpondence of the Noble Lord, it was extraneous to the queſ- 
tion before the Houſe, and he did not feel himſelf called upon 


to make any reply to it. In regard to the war, he felt the | 


ſame ſentiments that he had always done, that it was a war of 
neceſſity, a war that we were compelled to carry on without 
regard to the queſtion of ſucceſs, and a war that muſt be per- 
ſevered in for gur own ſecurity. In a war of conqueſt or 
ambition, it might become a queſtion, how far that war ſhould 
be purſued ; but in the preſent we were fighting for every 
thing. The French rulers exiſted only by war. His Lordſhip 


ſaid, that there was no compariſon between their reſources and 


the reſources of this country. The compariſon was abundantly 
in our favour. We muſt therefore perſiſt, or forfeit our laws, 
our liberty, our religion, and our conſtitution! _ 

The Karl of Lauderdale ſaid, he had not meant to have 
troubled their Lordſhips with a ſingle word, but he ſelt him- 
ſelf obliged to queſtion the arguments of the Noble Lord who 
ſpoke ſecond in the debate (the Earl of Abingdon), and to aſk 
how he could have reconciled it to himſeif, had he been preſent, 
to have voted in the former debate for the previous queſtion, 
after having moved ſuch reſolutions as he had done in 1778. 
The Earl read the reſolutions moved by Lord Abingdon in 
1778, and reaſoned upon them at ſome length. He next pro- 
ceeded to juſtify the meaſure of the Noble Marquis in 1782, 
and condemned that of the preſent miniſters, contending that 
the Circular Letter of 1782 was diſſimilar to that of the preſent 
year; that the former was legal, and the preſent unconſtitu- 


tional. What he wiſhed principally to take notice of before 


he fat down, the Earl faid, was the very extraordinary, 
and, as he thought, indecent and unprovoked manner, in 
which the Noble Secretary of State had thought proper to al- 
lude to an Honourable Friend of his in MARE Houle of Par- 
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liament. 
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lament, The ſubſcription entered into in that inſtance, was 
2 mark of public approbation of the conduct of that Gentle- 
man, Whoſe whole life had been ſo well ſpent in the ſervice of 
his country. It had nothing of party, nothing of faction in 
its principle; it was the voluntary tribute of public feeling to 
public merit. He would not, he ſaid, enter into any length 1 
of diſcuſſion on ſo delicate a ſubject, but would appeal to the 8 
Noble Lord as an individual, and beg him, when he laid his OR 
head on his pillow, to aſk his own feelings, whether, when he Nane 
reflected on the expreſſions that had fallen from him, he could . 
juſtify himſelf for ſo illiberal an attack, on a Gentleman“ of 33s 
honour, ability, and his diſtinguiſhed character; if upon —_ 
reconſideration, the Noble Lord felt no repugnance for WM; 
his alluſion, all he could ſay, would, he was well aſſured, _ Wh: 
have no weight upon a mind ſo ſteeled againſt every finer 
feeling; he hoped the words had eſcaped the Noble Lord in an 
unguarded moment. Before he ſat down, the Earl obſerved, | 
much had been ſaid of the talents and ſervices of an Honour- 1575 
able Gentleman, and great praiſe had been beſtowed on him; 1 
all he could ſay was, that he never had ſeen the Clerk of the 5 
Parliament exerciſing thoſe talents ſo much extolled. As the 2 
Public paid for them, their Lordſhips had a right to the uſe of 
his abilities, having addreſſed the King to appoint him to his 
ſituation. - | Fc ry 
The Duke of Leeds ſaid he did not mean to condemn either 
the letter of 1782, or that ſent by Mr. Secretary Dundas ; he 
thought there was merit in both: But he could not agree with N 
the Noble Earl near him (Lord Caernarvon) that the meaſure of 
1782 and the preſent meaſure were one and the ſame, and won- 
dered that he had reſted ſo much of his argument in a former 
debate on the exact ſimilarity of two plans, which had not 
any reſemblance. This doctrine being held, ſomewhat 
alarmed him, becauſe perſons. out of that Houſe might draw 
this concluſion from it: Ihe King, by his prerogative, has 
the right to declare war; and if thele arguments are true, he 
can alſo raiſe men and money—ergo, he may declare war, and 
find the means of carrying it on, without the aid of Parliament. 
His Grace ſaid, he thought he had been forgotten as a Lord 
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* Tt is with the utmoſt deference that the Reporter preſumes to offer his 
Opinion of what is meant in argument during debate, and is underſtood 
by any other Noble Lord ; but either the Earl of Lauderdale was in ſome 
error, or he himlelf was at the moment moſt egregioufly deceived. It 
apprared to him, that Lord Grenville fintended only to reply to what 
had fallen from the Marquis of Lanſdown, in alluſion to Mr, She- 
ridan ; whereas it is evident that the Earl of Lauderdale conceived that 
Lord Grenville's remark, relative to a ſubſcription, applied to a different, 
but not leſs diſtinguiſhed character, in the Houſe of Commons. 
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Lieutenant“ by miniſters, as he did not in the firſt inſtance 
receive the Plan, but the general Circular Letter had ſince ex- 
plained it, and he found that other Lord Licutenants received 
the Plan at the ſame time. With regard to the meaſure itſelf, 
he thought it a wiſe one, ſuch as the circumſtances of the times 
called for, and therefore in his opinion, his Grace ſaid, mi- 
niſters appeared to him to be entitled to the thanks and ſupport 
of their Lordſhips. t Top 8 

The Earl of Caernarvon ſaid, that the Noble Duke who ſpoke 
jaſt had entirely miſtaken what he had obſerved in a former de. 
bare, He never had afferted the plans to be ſimilar; they cer. 
tainly were not; they were each probably adapted to their re- 
ſpective occaſions z but he ſaid then, and ftill maintained, rhat 
the two meaſures reſted on the ſame arguments for their lega- 
lity ; that the objections urged in the late debate againſt the 


preſent meaſure, applied with fimilar effect to that of 1782. 


It was urged by ſome Lords in that debate, that the two mea- 
furcs differed materially z that the preſent, in violation of the 
principles of the conſtitution, ſolicited money of the ſubject, 
and that the meaſure of 1782 did not require a ſhilling. ' He 
obſerved then, and nothing that had been faid that day had 
ſhaken the obſervation, that as the requiſition for money was 
deemed illegal, only becauſe the-money might be employed in 
raiſing men, a requiſition. for men, without conſent of Par- 
lament, was ftill more decidedly illegal; and this was avowed 
to be the object of the meaſure of 1782. The two meaſures, 
therefore, reſembling each other in that article, were ſimilar 
in principle, even if there was no requiſition of money in 
1782. But the demand for money was as diſtin& and unequi- 
vocal as in the preſent meaſure. Unleſs men, arms, accou- 
trements, and ammunition, can be ſupplied without money, 
it is impoſſible to maintain that the ſubject was not called upon 
to furniſh money for thoſe purpoſes: Both meaſures, there- 
fore, were equally objectionable, or, as he contended, equally 
wiſe and legal. He could not help lamenting in the laſt debate 
the abſence of the Noble Marquis, whoſe concurrence he ex- 
pected in ſupport of the preſent meafure, his imagination not 
furniſhing him with any ſubſtantial difference between this 
meaſure and that of the Noble Marquis in 1782. In this ex- 
peQation, however, he found he was greatly miſtaken ; for the 
Noble Marquis was not diſpoſed to admit any merit in his own 


conduct at that period, if the admiſſion led to eſtabliſh ſimilar | 


merit in the miniſters of the preſent day. He was deſirous to 
overturn the ſolid baſis on which the merits of both are jointly 


* The Duke of Lecds is Lord Lieutenant of the Eaſt Riding of the 
County of York. 2 | 
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built, and reſt his own ſeparate claim on the frail and untena- 


ple foundation of a groundleſs diſtinction. Though he ſhould 


thus ſacrifice the merits of his own meaſure to involve that of 
the preſent day in one common ruin, he exclaims with the 
jealous fury of Virgil's heroine, g 

— natumque patremquue 

Cum genere.extinxem: Memet ſuper ipſa dediſſem. 


It will not be diſſicult to prove, that this would be the fate of the 


Noble Marquis's reputation as a patriotic ſtateſman, if it really 
hung on the flender thread to which his indignation had ſul- 
pended it. He truſted, however, that the Noble Marquis was 
ſale, for though the ground upon which he chuſes at preſent to 
reſt mult fail him, he has made no impreſſion on the real merit 
of either meaſure. The Noble Marquis aſſerts, that the two 
meaſures differ eſſentially, ſo as to make the meaſure of 1782 
conſtitutional, and that of the preſent day unconſtitutional ; 


and he grounds this aſſertion on a very curious inference, which 


he draws from a deſire, expreſſed in the circular letters of 
1782, to have an anſwer, with obſervations, from the ſeveral 
towns to whom they are addreſſed; and he concludes, that it 
muſt from thence be clear, that it. was intended to lay before 
Parliament the digeſted plans. He aſſerts, that no anſwers or 
obiervations are deſired in the circular letters and plans of the 
preſent moment; and, therefore, no intention exiſted of laying 
the plans before Parliament; but a criminal intention of raiſ- 
ing men and money, without conſent of Parliament, is mani- 
feſted by the omiſhon. It will be eaſy to reduce this diſtinc- 
tion to its real weight, by comparing the two plans and let- 
ters: Firſt, as if they neither contained this defire of an 
anſwer, and then examine what change will be operated by 
the inſertion of this clauſe. | | | 
© The two plans are not in their principles materially dif- 
ferent, but if he did not admit that both of them, from the 


nature of the tranſaction, were neceſſarily intended for the 


2pprobation of Parliament, and if the proof of that intention 
was ſolely to be drawn from the internal evidence of the two 


plans and their letters, it would, upon the face of the meaſure 


of the preſent day, appear that it was intended for the delibe- 
ration of Parliament, for it could not poſſibly be effected 
without z and it would appear upon the face of the other, that 
it might be put into execution without the intervention of Par- 
lament, and therefore did not neceſſarily imply its knowledge. 
The firſt propoſition in the preſent plan is, '“ to augment the 
waltia as it was practiſed laſt war;” which was, by an Act of 
Parliament. The Noble Marquis will find it difficult to ſhew 
how miniſters, if they were inclined to levy men and money 
without conſent of Parliament, can augment the militia in the 

| 1 | manner 
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manner ſtated, or even ſimply augment the militia, which is 


ar 0!pring of Parliament, without an application to Parlia- 
ment. No force, no power, no money, can extend the mi- 
litia laws, or ſubject the men raiſed to thoſe laws; Parliament 
alone can effect it. The men propoſed to be raifed by the re- 
maining articles, are ſtated to be ſubjected to © the proviſions 
of the Mutiny Bill ;” this is equally impracticable by the ope- 
ration of any power but that of Parliament, inaſmuch as no- 
thing but Parliament can make an Act of Parliament. The 
King might endeavour to do without a Mutiny Bill, or ſubſti- 
tute ſome arbitrary meaſure in its room, but he cannot ſubject 
men to the proviſions of the Mutiny Bill. | Lord Lanſdiwn, 
in a low voice, ſaid, © The ſame clauſe was in the meaſure of 
1782.”] The Noble Marquis is miſtaken ; there is no ſuch 
clauſe in the plan of 1782; none from the terms of which 
this inference can be drawn. I do not mean”, ſaid the Noble 
Earl, © that it was not intended, for I do not diſpute the pro- 
priety of either meaſure. But in this miſerable, narrow com- 
ment, upon words and ſentences, in order to extract with 
ſubtilty a plauſible imputation on Government, verbal criticiſm 
is the only defence; and there certainly is no clauſe in the 
plan of 1782, in terms referring to the Mutiny Bill. There is 
one that ſays, that the men raiſed are to be ſubject to military 
diſcipline, in the ſame manner as his Majeſty's regular forces. 


Every article of the plan of 1782 may be put into execution | 


without an Act of Parliament; and there is no mention of or 
alluſion to Parliament either in the plan or letter, If, there- 
fore, the proof of an intention to apply to Parliament muſt be 
drawn from the internal evidence of the plans and letters, the 


meaſure of this day would be ſupported by proof of the inten- 


tion, and the meature of 1782 would be defective. Add to 
this, that the plan of the preſent time js (as the letter ſtates) 
communicated to the Lord Lieutenant of the County, with a 
view to the augmenting the force; it is communicated to the 
perſon whom the King officially conſults reſpecting the mili- 
tary force of the county; and who has official communication 
with the King and his miniſters on that ſubject. It contains 
no orders or authority to take any immediate ſteps to aug- 
ment; but is, in the words of the letter, a communication 
with a view to augment. No words can more clearly mark a 
conſultation; there was no need of pointing out his duty to 
the Lord Lieutenant, or to mark out the channel by which he 
could convey his obſervations. 'The propoſals of 1782 are 
ſent directly by the Secretary of State to the Mayors of towns, 
the very perſons who are to adopt or reject them; to perſons 
who have no official communication with the King or his mi- 


niſter but. by the channel then opened, and to which mo ah 
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deſired to refer in the neceſſary anſwers, whether they adopt 
the plans as ſent, or propoſe ſuch improvements as the ſitua- 
tion of the places may require, and which they are invited to 
make; and theſe are the only obſervations required in the fair 
conſtruction of the letter; but in the diſtinct terms of the letter 


it is ſuppoſed that hey may immediately adopt the plan if it 


ſuit them, or make ſuch improvement as the ſituation of the 
place requires. Anſwers are..in this caſe deſired, becauſe 
there was no other mode of being informed of any. impedi- 
ments to the execution of the plan in thoſe caſes where they 
could not be adopted. No anſwer was required of the Lord 
Lieutenants, becauſe it was their duty to reply to all official 
communication, in a regular and known channel. But are 
we really to underſtand the Noble Lord, that waving all in- 
ference drawn from the nature of the tranſaction, which is 
common to both, that an anſwer being defired in 1782 im- 
plies, by virtue of the terms, an intention of conſulting Par- 
lament, and that the omiſſion of thoſe terms implies an inten- 
tion to put the plans in execution without their approbation. 
The Noble Marquis might as well aſſert, that it ſuppoſes a 
reference to the Pope as to Parliament, to neither of which 
there is the moſt diſtant alluſion in any part of the plan or 


letter. If this rule of conſtruction is applied whenever ſimilar 


words may occur, it would make terrible havock in the com- 
mon conception of mankind in the ordinary. intercourſe of 
life, Would the Noble Marquis have his friends interpret 


his invitations to dinner by this rule which he applies to his 


invitation to the Mayors of towns to arm? If he ſhould at the 
corner of his card add, © an anſwer is deſired,” àre they to 


underſtand that he has not determined to give them a dinner, 


but only inquires into the ſtate of their ſtomachs, in order to 
obtain an Act of Parliament to enable him to entertain them? 
Theſe words become more ſignificant than the nod in the 
Critic, alluded to by a Noble Earl on a former occaſion, if 
they mean all that the Noble Marquis is pleaſed to infer from 
them. This may appear ludicrous, but it is not more ſo than 
the attempt to eſtabliſh the diſtinction. An aſſertion of the 


Noble Marquis, for he has uſed nothing like an argument, 


cannot be met with ſerious argument. I have liſtened in vain 
for the proofs which I expected the Noble Marquis would 
produce in ſupport of a poſition ſo extraordinary, but he has 
involved repeated aſſertions in- a maſs of extraneous matter, 
that neither applies to the Bill before us, nor to any part of 
that meaſure which he has made the ſubject of converſation, 
and to which he has ſummoned the Houſe. Either this ſen» 
tence requiring an anſwer with obſervations, mult have the 
ſenſe he gives it wherever it ſhall be uſed, or he will fail to 
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rove that it can. have this effect in his circular letter. He 
_ muſt alſo ſhew, that it has no other meaning in the letter, ſor 
it is ſomewhat unreaſonable to expect that we ſhould refuſe to 
| theſe words the clear and diſtinct meaning and reference to 
the ſubject of the letter, namely, an inquiry whether they did 
adopt the plan, and whether they did require arms, &c. ac- 
_ cording to the choice given to them in the 8th clauſe of the 
plan, and in other parts; and, initead of that clear meaning, 
give it one that is not exprefſed, and has not the moſt diſtant 


alluſion to any thing in the letter. Permit me to put another 


-caſe, I am afraid too common; I do not mean it Iudicrouſly, 
but it appears to me not to differ in a ſingle ſhade from the 
ſuppoſition in queſtion, and to be ſtrictly applicable. Sup. 
poſe a ſon, during the life-time of his father (who holds the 
purſe with ſtrict and jealous carc), in order to ſupply the exi- 


gencies of the moment, ſhould apply to money-lenders, and 


ſolicit them with various propoſals to advance money, or 
pgſt obits, annuities, or any other of the uſual modes by which 
money may be raiſed, at firſt ſight it would be natural to ſuſ- 
pect that the father's conſent and apprebation had not been 
obtained, and that it was an affair intended to be tranſacted 
without his knowledge; but if the ſon ſhould add to this let- 
ter the exact phraſe of the Noble Marquis, namely, that “ he 
deſired a ſpeedy anſwer, with ſuch obſervations as might occur, 
in order to carry the plan immediately into execution,” it 
would then, according to the Noble Marquis's reaſoning, be 
apparent to every body, that the object of the letter was to 
collect information, in order to lay it before his father, and 
that his previous approbation and conſent was to be obtained. 
It is impoſſible to deny that this inference is as Jul as that of 
the Noble Marquis, and yet no perſon will be found to draw 
this inference in either caſe, But, my Lords, too much of 
your time bas been miſpent in this converſation without a ſub- 
ject, and in arguing an idle and unmeaning diſtinction, which 
the Noble Marquis's own conduct diſproves. It is maniſeſt, 
for the anſwers to ſome of the letters have been produced, 
thot many of the perſons to wham his letters were addreſſed, 
underſtood that it was. propoſed to them without delay to raiſe 
the money and men, and accordingly they ſent anſwers to the 


Noble Marquis, informing bim, that they had raiſed money 


by ſubſcription, and ſhould proceed to put the plans into exer 
cution. Did the Noble Marquis take immediate ſteps to ſtop 
this flagrant violation of the Conſtitution, as he now repre- 
ſents it? Did he immediately inform them, with the indigns: 
tion he now expreſſes, that he had not offended the conſtitu- 
tion of the country, or the privileges of Parliament, ſo much, 
25 to aſk. them for money or men? That it was information 
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and advice alone that he wanted, in order to communicate it 
to Parliament? Did he, by the return of the poſt, diſclaim a 


ſuſpicion ſo 1 to his character? No, my Lords, he ac- 


quieſced by this filence in the true conception they had of his 
leiter, and ſuffered the ſubſcription to take its courſe. £ 
Earl Stanhope (who had accidentally interrupted the Earl of 
Caernarvon in one period of his ſpeech, by calling out, Hear] 
hear! began with apologizing to the Noble Earl for having 
interrupted him. He begged the Noble Earl to be aſſured, 
that by calling out Hear ! hear! he meant to teſtify his ap- 
plauſe at the | Baran then uttered by his Lordſhip, agree- 


ing, as he did with him, that all reſted on the principle of the 
thing, and not upon the means of carrying that principle into 


effect. He would contend, the Earl ſaid, that the whole act 
of calling for ſubſcriptions was illegal, and that the King had 
no right to take a ſixpence from the ſubject without the con- 
ſent of Parliament. | e 5 
The Marquis of Lanſdoaun roſe again, wiſhing, before the 
Houſe ſeparated, to take notice of a few things that had been 
ſaid in the courſe of the debate. With regard to what had 
been ſaid by the Noble Secretary of State, relative to there 
being no difference between ſubſcribing a guinea and ſubſcrib- 
ing a muſket, it was abſurd and futile in the 5 [ran degree. 
The Noble Lord called upon him to ſay, What difference there 
was between the one and the other? Let the Noble Lord aſk 


the Conſtitution, and not him. There was, in fact, a wide 
difference, and a broad diſtinction between the two: The one 


was legal and conſtitutional, the other directly the reverſe ; 
So that what had been termed a cobweb diſtinction, was of 
the utmoſt, conſequence. The King could certainly call upon 


every individual in the nation, in caſe of an invaſion, to come 


armed, but he could not take a guinea out of the pocket of a 
ſingle individual; and he hoped to God that would always re- 
main the caſe. Theſe modes of recommending ſubſcriptions 
from miniſters, in their official capacities, could be conſidered 
as little leſs than compulſory ; and therefore it was forcing 
money from individuals. A great deal had been ſaid as to the 
anſwers ſuppoſed to have been ſent by him in reply to the let- 
ters received from the Mayors, Magiſtrates, &c. of large 


towns on the ſubject of the circular letter of 1782; andit was 
ſtated, that no trace of them was to be found in the office. 
The Marquis ſaid, he would tell their Lordſhips the reaſon, 


which was, that no anſwers were ſent, When the letter of 
1782 was pretty generally known, .certain deſcriptions of men, 
for different reaſons, objected; the Diſſenters were againſt it; 


they felt alarm on the occaſion, and ſo did another large ſect, 


the Methodiſts. He meant them no diſreſpect; he believed 
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they ated on pure conſcientious motives, when they diſap- 
proved of that part of the plan, which propoſed exerciſing the 
men on a Sunday. For theſe reaſons, it was thought adviſable 
to let the plan reſt where it was; it had anſwered its end, and 
as peace became more and more probable every day, there was 
not the leaft occaſion to puſh it further. But there never had 
been an idea, the Marquis ſaid, of carrying the plan of 1782 
without coming to Parliament. It was viſible and obvious in 
every line of the circular letter. Not a ſtep could be taken 
without it. In corroboration of this, were it neceſſary, he 
might appeal to the Chief Clerk, and to Mr. Auſt in the Se- 
cretary of State's Office, and to various others, who well 
knew it never had been his intention to write any anſwer. If 
theſe contributions were neceflary, he hoped every man would 
be found to contribute according to his power; and upon that 
rinciple he was glad to find a reſpectable country gentleman 
Fad come forward in another place, to. endeavour to bring 
laces and ſinecures into the ſame ſituation as landed property. 
He wiſhed official finecures, places, and penſions, to pay to- 
wards the public burdens in times of preſſure and of exigency. 
They were able, and ought to take their ſhare of the general 
Joad. For himfelf, he declared, he would ſhew no backward- 
neſs to ſubſcribe, where it was legal and conſtitutional to do 
fo. Much had been ſaid as to the facredneſs of official ſine- 
cures, places, and penſions; but he was not afraid to utter his 
with it ſhould be infringed upon, even ſhould it extend to a 
finecure Clerk in that Houfe. | | 
He trufted the Gentleman, therefore, to whom he had al- 
luded, would continue his exertions; for, whatever other per- 
ſons might ſay, he could tell him they would prove a great 
national reſource, and eſpecially if he could add to them fees 
and perquiſites of office. Theſe were pretended to be, in a 
great meaſure, abandoned; but their continuance was ſhame- 
ful: For inſtance, if a Road or Canal Bill was a good thing, 
why were the pockets of individuals to be drained to carry 


it into? effect? The Marquis declared, he did not like a . 


plurality of oflices being heaped on one man, becauſe he did 


not chuſe to confound clerks and miniſters; let them each 


keep their rank and ſituation; let miniſters be miniſters, in 
fact and in appearance, and let clerks be clerks; and not by 


throwing ſinecure after ſinecure, and office after office, into 


the lap of the latter, give the clerk the ſemblance of the mi- 
niſter, and the miniſter that of the clerk. ws 
The Marquis added a few other pointed remarks, and con- 
cluded with apologizing to the Houſe for having been obliged 
to take up ſo much of their Lordſhips' time and attention. 
The Bill was then read a ſecond time. e 
Adjourned. + 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. HOT. 
Fu pA, April 11. 3 
| FRENCH LEVIES. 1 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the Order of the 
Day on the Bill to enable his Majeſty to employ ſubjects of 
France on the Continent of Europe, in the French Weſt India 


iſlands, in Guernſey and Jerſey, and other places; which 


being read, he moved, “ That the Bill be now read a ſecond 


« time.” | 


Mr. Baker roſe to object to the motion, and to offer ſome | 


obſervations on the tendency of this Bill, which he conſidered 
as deſerving the attention of the Houſe. The principle of 
the Bill itfelf he approved, becauſe it was undoubtedly ne- 
ceſſary to increaſe our force in the firſt inſtance z and, in the 
next place, it was better to employ thoſe men, who might be 

conſidered as fighting their own cauſe, and fighting for the 
recovery of their property in their own country, than to let 
them remain a dead weight on'the country. Notwithſtanding 
theſe opinions, he had decifive objeCtions to the preſent Bill, 
with which he thought it proper to trouble the Houſe even at 


that early ſtage of the buſineſs. His objections were theſe : 


He had heard it was intended to introduce a Clauſe ſubjectin 
them to the diſcretion of Adminiſtration, liable to be treated 
as aliens, if they did not enliſt. The hand-bills about the 
| town offering levy money, though he did not know from what 
authority they came, gave him a ſtrong ſuſpicion that ſuch a 
meaſure was in the contemplation of the miniſtry, and if ſo, 
the meaſure merited the. higheſt reprobation, as a meaſure of 
ſingular hardſhip and oppreſſion, on the one hand of folly, 
of extravagance on the other, becauſe he. could not conceive 
any good reafon why men ſhould be induced to fight what 
was, in fact, their own battles, by the ſame temptations as na- 
tives of this country, who were not perſonally concerned in 
the quarrel. In the Bill itfelf, as it now ſtood, he alſo ſaw 
ſtrong ground of objection. The proviſion for their, future 
caſual introduction into this country gave him great alarm, 
as the terms made uſe of were ſuſpicious and-alarming, viz. 


they were to be landed for air and exerciſe. He contended that 


the term exerciſe, when undefined, might include hoſtile opera- 
tions, as training to arms was the proper exerciſe of ſoldiers, 
which included war and all its relative concerns. He wiſhed 
to know what ſecurity we had that there ſhould not be 


60,000 of them landed, and alt of them under military law? 


The Bill alſo provided, that when ſuch troops were to be 
landed, notise was to be given to Parliament if ſitting, if not, 
| 24 
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as ſoon after as Parliament ſhould meet. He for one did ey 

not think notice to Parliament, but the conſent of Parliament, to 

neceſſ>ry- upon ſuch occaſions; but even ſo, as Parliament the: 

might be a long time without meeting (laſt year ſeven months), fun 

all that time we might have foreign troops within the king- a vi 

dom, without any notice whatever taken of it. Theſe were tho 

all objections upon which he ſaid he ſhould'expe ſome ex- reg 

planation, at leaſt before he could aſſent to further progreſs In, 

in this meaſure. He did not mean abſolutely to object to the PL 

Bill under any modifications, becauſe he admitted, if we were Thi 

to carry on the war, an adequate force was to be provided; and the 

at the ſame time he acknowledged, that perhaps it was fairer the! 

| that the French ſhould be engaged to fight what was in fact their wh. 

_ own quarrel, than Britiſh or perhaps the troops of any other real 
= country. He faid, he conceived the Right Honourable Gen- inte 
14 tleman oppoſite (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) was bound ing 
1 to give ſome anſwer to theſe objections, as he had not con- for 
= deſcended to aſſign any of his reaſons for this meaſure when 85 
1 he firſt propoſed it, ner at preſent, when he had moved the Go 
1 ſecond reading of the Bill. ' | that 
- The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that he roſe principally the 
1 on account of the laſt obſervation that had fallen from the ww 
5 Honourable Gentleman. He had been blamed for not having 4 
fl [1 aſſigned his reaſons for propoſing this meaſure to the Houle; hy 
by he had propoſed deferring it to what he imagined the moſt wr l 
15 regular time, on the queſtion of commitment; but as he was 5 
= thus called upon, he felt it incumbent- on him to ſay ſome- 75 
= thing in reply to the Honourable Gentleman who had juſt 20 
1 ſat down. In the courſe of his life, the Chancellor of the inde 
= Exchequer declared, he had never heard ſo unparliamentary, [Fen 
1 and ſo illogical an argument againſt a Bill in that ſtage of it, FI 
: as the ſpeech of the Honourable Gentleman. It would, he 8 
ſaid, be unneceſſary for him to ſtate the principle upon which =. 

the Bill was introduced, as the Honourable Gentleman had Bin 

himſelf done it briefly in the two ideas, the neceſſity of aug- 10 
menting our force, and the propriety of that force being Fe 
French. With reſpeCt to the objections to the proviſions of 02.2 
the Bill, they would better apply to the diſcuſſions in the Com- mie 
mittee, than to the ſecond reading. As to the ſuppofed clauſe MI 

about aliens, he knew of none ſuch intended, fince it would: h 
be perfectly uſeleſs, all that were the objects of this Bill, ng c 0 
already completely included in the Alien Bill already paſſed. 124 
With reſpect to levy money, there was not one word about 1 7 


levy money included in the Bill, nor intended to be inſerted, 
as he perfectly agreed, that it was not proper ſo to do; not 


but that it might be found neceſſary to give ſomewhat to par- 
ticular 
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ticular individuals, whom it would be hard to prevent reſorting 
to the place of rendezvous, for want of the means to carry 
them there; but this would more properly fall upon that 
fund, which in time of war was afforded to his Majeſty by 
a vote of credit, at the end of the Seſſions, and which he 
ſhould have to move for during the preſent Seſſions. With 
regard to the objections made to what actually was contained 
in the Bill, the conſtruction of any words could more pro- 
perly be diſc uſſed, and, if neceſſary, amended, in the Committee. 
Tie Honourable Gentleman, he obſerved, had commented on 
the meaning of the word Exerciſe : Without inquiring- whe» 
ther he was jeſting or ſerious in his remarks, whether he meant 
what he had ſaid to be conſidered as wit or as argument, it 
really appeared to him, rather as an exerciſe of his wit, than 
intended as a ſolid objection to the Bill. And as to the land- 
ing of troops upon the coaſt, that could certainly never call 
ſor the neceſſity of aſſembling Parliament, under all the in- 
conveniences to themſelves, and interruption to the executive 
Government. Having thus anſwered the objections made, he 


thanked the Honourable Gentleman for his approbation of 


the principle of the Bill, which he hoped the Committee 


would make ynexceptionable. 


from the Right Honourable Gentleman. He ſaid, he thought 
it ſingular that the Houſe ſhould be called upon to give their 
votes for any ſuch navel meaſure, without having ſome ſub- 
ſtantial and ſolid reaſons previouſly aſſigned to induce them to 
adopt it. None ſuch had he heard; and he thought it rather 
indecent to require acquieſcence without it, or to expect Gen- 
tlemen not to ſtate their objections. , He ſyppoſed the Right 
Honourable Gentleman, who juſt ſat down, had objeQs in 
view in the courſe of the preſent campaign very different from 
thoſe of the laſt, when no ſuch Bill was thought neceſſary. 
Why then did he not ſtate his reaſons for not. adopting ſuch a 
Bill laſt year ? There was no period of the war when we ſtood 
ſo much in need of aſſiſtance of that kind as at the beginning 
of the laſt campaign. Mr. Fox wiſhed, that theſe reaſons 
might be candidly and fairly ſtated. For his own part, he 
would oppoſe the Bill altogether. | PO 


Mr. Tenkinſon contended, that the 4 s made | 


the adoption of the Bill neceſſary now, did not exiſt laſt year, 
and therefore it was no argument to aſſert that as ſuch a Bill 
had not been deemed neceſſary laſt year, it could be neceſſary: 


at preſent, We had reaſon to hope that we ſhould be able to 
penetrate the interior of France in the preſent campaign; and 


none 


Mr. Fox roſe to offer a few remarks on what had fallen 
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il none could afford us more aſſiſtance in the accompliſhment of might 
2 that object than Fren hmen. 3 dF 2 meaſu 
= General Smith ſupported the Bill, chiefly upon the ground, poſſib| 
= that theſe emigrants were the very beſt troops to be employed in Fra 
= againſt France, becauſe they had a perſonal intereſt in the ſuc. leſs fu 
= ceſs of the operations, and would be obliged to fight with the Britait 
" utmoſt deſperation, well knowing, that if taken priſoners, govert 
3 they had nothing leſs to expect than an ignominious death. for th 
= There might undoubtedly, as the Honourable Gentleman who to ſenic 
_ | ſpoke laſt had ſtated, be many reaſons, why a meaſure might loſing 
1 be expedient and proper this year, which in the laſt year might ariſing 
1 not be equally neceſſarx. | there“ 
= Mr. Lambion' agreed with his Honourable Friend who had conduè 
_ begun the debate in oppoſing the Bill, as it ſeemed to lead to human 
1 a determination on the part of this country to eſtabliſh the of thi 
v7 ancient deſpotiſm of France; a deſpotiſm which not even the | and cc 
_ people of that country would now ſubmit to. Mr. Lambton entitle: 
1 obſerved, that the obſervations of Mr. Burke had not eſcaped Mr. 
IF him. There were at this moment two armies in La Vendee a Bill 
= fighting againſt the Convention; which armies. differed fo treated 
= much in their notions of monarchy, that they were not able to be H 
4 join or co-operate with one another. 'The preſent times were at the « 
3 lamentable, What were we doing? We were paying money any ob 
4 l to the Prince of Heſſe Caſſel, to he Sardinians, to the Hano- it was + 
1 verians; and he had that day heard of an enormous ſubſidy we to take 
3 | had agreed to pay to the King of Pruſſia, Taking with theſe, - Roman 
= and independent of its unconſtitutional tendency, the ſub- whatev 
4 6 liſing of Frenchmen, the ſubjects of this country would find ſyſtem. 
i it extremely difficult to pay the annual taxes neceſſary to de- partly c 
__ Fray the intereſt of the expenditure. Were theſe ſums to be interior 
* paid to Britiſh ſoldiers, they would {till circulate in the country; | been ad 

5 whereas, by being ſent abroad for the payment of foreigners, ſerable 
not a ſingle ſhilling would ever find its way back again. Mr. and inſi 

Lambton objected to the Bill likewiſe on the ground of its to alk, 

being contrary to that conſtitutional jealouſy which diſtinguiſh- Was it 

ed our forefathers, and made them even ſend away the Dutch the peg 

guards of King William. If our anceſtors acted ſo to the Ing dece 

deliverer of this country, how much more incumbent was it every m 

on their poſterity to be jealous of foreign troops, when ſuch have vat 

jealouſy could not be liable to any charge of perſonal incivility opt a 

or diſreſpect to their Sovereign? | | a oreſent | 

Mr. Dudley Ryder ſaid, that he had waited ſome time ex- His of 

pecting an argument, and he had heard but one or two which damenta 

deſerved an anſwer. One Honourable Gentleman had blamed WM <flary : 

Adminiſtration for not having taken this meaſure earlier. It nourable 

| might the reaf 
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might be ſald, that it was never too late to mend; and if the 
meaſure Were good, it was proper to be adopted as ſoon as 
poſible. As to the idea of eſtabliſhing the ancient deſpotiſm 
in France, he could not conceive a weaker or a more ground- 
ef ſuggeſtion; the utmoſt that could be ſaid was, that Great 
Britain wiſhed” to protect all thoſe who oppoſed the preſent 
government of France, / He conceived it to be much better 
for this country to have foreigners to fight its battles, than 
to ſend” the people out of the count 15 have the 1 ** of. 
loſing ſo many of our fellow. ſubjects. As to any danger 
ariſing to the conſtitution from foreign troops, he conceived 
there was none probable: And when he looked back at the 
conduct of our anceſtors, he reflected with regret on the in- 
human and brutal treatment which the friend and deliverer 
of this country had met with, inſtead of the confidence 
and cordial ſupport to which he had been ſo eminently. 
entitled 7 e fp P» +1 

Mr. Sheridan declared, he never had heard ſo extraordinary 

a Bill defended in ſo extraordinary a manner; it was even 
treated with a kind of civility, as if it had a claim to reſpect. 
The Honourabfe Gentleman oyer againſt him ſeemed ſurpriſed | 
at the objections of his Honpurable Friend, and indeed that 
my objections at all ſhould' be made againſt it; juſt as if 
it was à matter of courſe, and perfectly conformable to law, 
to take into the ſervice of this country an immenſe body of 
Roman Catholics, foreigners, and men who had taken no teſt 
whatever. This was 'a decided declaration of change of 
ſyſtem. An Honourable' Gentleman (Mr. Jenkinſon) had 
partly communicated this new plan, which was to get into the 

interior of France. That plan, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, thonld have 
been adopted laft year, inſtead of which, a narrow and mi- { 


1 
7 


— — 222 — ED; 


ſerable ſyſtem had been pürfüed, that of attackitig little, paltry, | 
and infignificant places. What ſſew circumſtances, he deſired | 
to alk, had occurred this year to make ſuch a plan neceſſary? lp 
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Was it the circiimRtance'of ohr haying broken 'our faith with 
the people'of Toulon? © Was'it the rciiinfade of our bav- 
ing deceived the unfortanate Royaliſts of La Vendée? After 
every means of making an impreffion in France ſeemed to 
have vaniſhed, a new light broke in upon us; and we were to 
opt a meaſure, Which there was not a fingle citcumſtance at 
areſent to juſtify, although there had been ſome laſt year. 
His objection to che meaſure, Mr. Sheridan faid, was a fun- 
damental one, and went to the whole Bill at once, as unne- 
ceſſary and unconflitucional;*' The reaſon giyen by an Ho. 
nourable General fot” his approbation of the Bill was one f 
che reaſons why he objected to it; as he conceived” nothing 
VoL. III. H h | more 
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the warmth which the Honourable 
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more cruel, or more devoid of feeling and humanity, than 
driving unfortunate perſons into the field, ſure of deſtruction, 
either of falling in battle, or the more dreadful, alternative of 


being taken priſoners and hanged. If theſe Frenchmem in our 


armies ſhould be ſo treated, on being taken in battle, were we 
to revenge their fate, and retaliate on the French priſoners in 


our poſiglhon ? ly Yes,” was expreſſed on the other fide, by 


Mr. Burke, ] Good heaven! replied Mr. Sheridan - conſider 
that the lives of millions may depend upon that ſingle word— 
That you will introduce a ſyſtem, of human ſacrifice, all over 
Europe, by ſuch a meaſure—that you ſend theſe poor unfor- 
tunate beings into the field with halters around their necks, as 
part of their accoutrements. Nothing, he was perſuaded, but 

h wl edule. felt on mi- 
niſterial queſtions, could have led him into an expreſſion which 
might be the herald of cool maſſacre to many of our own 
troops. He hoped that the Houſe would never place the ar- 
mies of Great Britain in ſo deplorable a ſituation; that it 
would turn with horror from a ſyſtem of barbarous and ex- 
ecxable warfare hitherto unknown in the hiſtory of civilized 


Europe. This was the firſt time in which it had been a- 
knowledged from miniſterial authorityſthat France bag. ſub- 


jets,” and we might be aſſured that the preſent government 
of that country would treat thoſe ſubjects as rebels Whenever 
they found them fighting in the pay of Great Britain. 
The paltry ſaving whe it was ſaid would accrue from the 
officers of theſe corps not having half- pay after the war, ſhould 
the object of it be unſucceſsful, he could conſider as no other 


than a deluſion, The ſame had been {aid a few years, ſince of 
the Royaliſt corps in America; but, at the concluſion of the 


war, theſe officers, driven from their homes, remained a heavy. 
incumbrance on the gratitude of this country. Did any man 
ay his country ſo. bad a compliment-as to ſuppoſe, that the 
eelings and ſpirit of a Britiſh Parliament would conſent to 
ſend thoſe unfortunate Gentlemen into the field under ſuch 
cruel circumſtances as he had deſeribed, 00 alter they had 
bled in our ſervice, turn them adrift, to linger out their lives 
in melancholy meditations upon Britiſh benęvolence? 
In a conſtitutional point of view, he held the Bill, to be 
a moſt dangerous one. Martial law, to which the men were, 
cal limitation whatever, It might be made a law, that, in 
caſe of diſobedience to any order, they ſhould be puniſhed with 


to be ſubjected, Rankd, be, leftenalnaly th his Majeſty, without 


death; and it was not impoſſible that the King might be per- 


ſuaded by his adviſers to employ that army in overthrowing 


the free cenſtitution of this cquntry, It was, beſides, natural 
5 TI oy ĩ ORD 


Uh © a ; 


A711 


to cor 
and de 
do an) 
ſo de: 
under 
berties 
Mr. 
of his 
brougl 
manne 
growl 
him tc 
Gentle 
milita. 
from t 
certait 
them 1 
the Bi 
beyon 
to thet 
naugh 
mits a 
Such 1 
crow ( 
finger: 
men, « 
mand 
* T'6 
ſuch a 
lar all, 
him th 
no ver 
that it 


not de 


poſh] 
we of 
thoſe 
which 
allegi: 

If t 
witho 
ſubjec 
Differ 
defiro 
notice 
on ac 


* 


Aritt ir.) WOODFALL'S "PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 233 
to conclude; that'a bo y of men, ſmarting under the laſh, 
and detefting even' the \name of liberty, might be inclined to 
do any thing that might ring about that deſpotiſm which was 
ſo dear to*them ; on that ground, therefore, placing them 
under the power of the Crown left little ſecurity for the li- 
berties of Engliſhmen. e, Fx N FA 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he did not expect to find the obſervations 
of hi Hon. Friend (Mr. Baker) on the. fubjeQ of troops being | 
brought into this country for exerciſe treated in ſo jocular 
manner.” He had no objection to the Right Hon. Gentleman 
growing more and more facetious every day; but he wiſhed 
him to confine his wit to ſuitable occaſions. The Right Hon. 
Gentleman's idea of exerciſe 'could mean nothing elſe than 
military array. It had been ſaid that there could be no danger 
from theſe troops, becauſe" they were not to come beyond a 
certain Uiſtance from the coaſt ; ſuch an aſſertion was treating 
them like ſchoolboys; for in what other light did that part of 
the Bill conſider the foreign troops, who were not to go out 
beyond their bounds, and if they did, our meſſengers were to go 
to them with the Bill in their Hands, and ſay, „Lou are 4 
1 army; do not attempt to ſtir an inch beyond the li- 
mits affigned 1 5 get back again to your proper ground.“ 
Such was to be the language which a bit of paper 6 ſeare- 
crow carried in the hands of our meſſengers, or ſtuck on a 
finger-poſt) was to uſe to an army of forty ot fifty thouſand 
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he men, tons 3 in Kent or Suſſex, and under the abſolute com- 
ud WW mand of his ajeſty. ei cnet Bees ror 
wr Io many it might ſeem of no trifling conſequence to have | 
| ſuch a body of French Roman Catholics, without teſt or regu- f 
4 lar allegiance, at the diſpoſal of the executive government; to ; 
Ws him their opinions, in reſpect to religion, were, he owned, of 
he no very great importance. Let it be recollected, however, 
ne that if, in this age of liberality and religious tolerance, it was 5 
A not deemed unſafe to entertain in the kingdom an army of 1101 5 Wh 
4 poſſibly 30,000 Roman Catholic foreigners, what an inſult did kt 
Ny we offer-to the Roman Catholics of England, in continuing 10 1 
95 thoſe oppreſſive and degrading reſtrictions, 9 | 1 
I which they eminently maintained their loyalty, and manifeſted _ 1 1 N 
allegianc s „ „ 6 
» If this Bill ſhould paſs, he ſhould think it his duty to bring, A101 
1 without loſs of time, the fituation of that meritorious claſs of 1 
h ſubjects, the Engliſh Roman Catholics, as well as all the other 
r Diffenters, under the review of Parliament, of which he was 
d deſirous that what he then ſaid ſhould be conſidered a ſufficient 
1 notice; and the object of his motion would be, that all teſts, 


on account of religious opinions, ſhould be aboliſhed. He 
S 21 +: W's H h 2 Fon knew 
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knew that, in making propoſitions of that kind, it was in gene- 


ral thought neceſſary to have ſome previous conſultation: with 
his Majeſty's miniſters, and ſome underſtanding: with the peo- 
ple themſelves. However, he ſhould proceed without conſult- 
ing either of them, relying on the propriety. and manifeſt juſtice 


of the meaſure. Mr. Sheridan concluded with ſaying, that he 


ſhould oppoſe the ſecond reading, in which, if he was unſuc- 
ceſsful, he ſhould propoſe ſome emendatory clauſes in the 
Committee. Te ed oy Le I So 

Mr. Burke, with great gravity, profeſſed himſelf ſorry for 
the reſentment which his having . uttered the manoſyllable 
« Yes,” had occaſioned in the mind of the Hon. Gentleman 
who had juſt ſat down; he hoped, however, that the mono- 
ſyllable that gave the Hon. Gentleman offence, contained little 
or nothing of the deleterious poiſon imputed to it. With re- 
gard to paſſion, Mr. Burke ſaid, he was too old to entertain any 
upon the ſubject of France. It had, for a conſiderable: time, 
occupied much of his ſerious, deliberation ; and whatever he 
thought or felt upon it, was not a momentary impulſe, but the 
reſult of calm, ſettled, and well-conſidere& judgment. This 
paſſion, if he felt any, might fairly be conſtrued into, malice pre- 
penſe; and if he killed a man, under its influence, he was ready 
to admit, that he ſhould be guilty of murder. 
The ſmile or laugh alluded to by Mr. Lambton, when he 
talked of the former deſpotiſm of France, Mr. Burke declared, 
he could ſeriouſty aſſure that Hon, Gentleman, was not a ſmile 
of levity, but a ſmile of bitterneſs and ſorrow, ariſing from a 
conviction that France muſt paſs through many ſevere: trials, 
muſt ſwallow. many a bitter pill, before the could be reſtored to 
that happy deſpotiſm under which he once: ſaw her flouriſh, 
That mild, temperate, chaſtiſed government which they expe- 

rienced under the Monarchy, he was afraid, would. be ver 
long before it would return, if indeed it were probable that it 
ſhould ever return again. If he were indeed paſſionate, if he 
were inflamed by inveterate antipathy and national animoſity 
againſt that unhappy country, he could wiſh them no greater 
miſery than a laſting continuance of. that under which they at 
preſent laboured. The condition of France at this moment 
was fo frightful and horrible, that if a painter wiſhed to pour- 
tray a deſcription of hell, he could not find ſo terrible a: model, 
or a ſubject ſo pregnant with horror, and fit ſor his - purpoſe, 
Milton, with all that genius which enabled him to excel in 
deſcriptions of this nature, would have been ,aſhamed to have 
preſented to his readers ſuch a hell. as France now was, or 
ſuch a devil as a modern Jacobin; he would have thought his 
defign revolting to the moſt unlimited imagination, ng, is ca- 
: | | _ Touring 
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louring overcharged beyond all allowance for the licence, even 
of pon . ts eds 

The aſſertion that this was a war of freedom againſt deſpot- 
iſm, was equally fallacious and falſe, It was a war of perfidi- 
ous rebellion. againſt honourable loyalty, of infidelity, againſt 
religion, of robbery againſt property, of murder againſt huma- 
nity, of barbarity againſt ſocial order. He wiſhed, if poſſible, 
to reſcue. the deluded. people of that country from their , infa- 


tuated freedom, a reſcue, in the earneſt deſire of which every 


well-diſpoſed, perſon remaining in France muſt devoutly join. 
We talked here of the liberties of the Fleet, the liberty of the 
King's Bench, &c. from which the French alſo ſeemed to have 


taken all their ideas of freedom; for the liberty of France at 


this moment centered in a gal. There was not an inhabitant 
who was certain of one moment in which he ſhould not be re- 
moved from his on houſe to one of thoſe dens of freedom; 
and how Bappy: mult they find themſelyes in a general gaol 
dere, ik tis. ee Le my 


"FE 8 5 25 ine Os 
Mr. Burke obſerved, that an Hon. Gentleman had aſked, 


Whether it was the intention of his Majeſty's miniſters to re- 


eſtabliſh the old deſpotiſm of France, by ſending French troops, 


into that country. What were the objects of the emigrants 


who would enter into our ſervice ? To liberate their wives and 


their children, to.be reſtored to their properties, to get poſleſſion, 


of their vine yards, their oliye-trees, and their N This 
was the horrible old deſpotiſm of France. Deſpotiſm and li- 


berty, as the Hon. Gentleman made uſe of theſe names, were 


mere ein e og es He Gt. ade DT 
In the ſpeeches of many Gentlemen for ſome time paſt, Mr. 
Burke ſaid, the words Liberty and Defpotiſm formed a very 
conſiderable ingredient ;, ſo much ſo, indeed, that it reminded. 
him of a, lawyer, who, in a very laboured harangue, was twirl- 
ing a ſtrin on ſide to ſide with a great degree of violence. 
Some perſon having found an opportunity, conveyed away 
the ſtring,,whereupon his eloquence inſtantly failed him, and 
he loudly exclaimed, that they cut ſhort the hend of his 
diſcourſe,” . Thus it was with. thoſe Gentlemen; take away 
the words Freedom and Deſpotiſm, and they could not gęt on 
a ſtep farther.. With them, if a man wiſhed to preſerye his 
wife and children from the guillotine, and retire into the bo- 
ſom of his family —it was deſpotiſm., If a man was defirous 
to recover thoſe eſtates tranſmitted. to him by a lopg line of 
anceſtors—it was deſpotiſm. If a.huſbandmap wiſhed to re- 
pole in his own farm under t 
that was deſpotiſm. If a farmer choſe to keep 
cor for the uſe of bimfelf and his Family—tha 
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property was net reftored, property in England would not haue 
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potiſm. In ſhort, every thing was deſpotiſm which did not 


what was termed the liberties of France. 
It was not for any particular ſyſtem of Government that he 


— 


contended, Mr. Burke ſaid, but for ſome Government. Let it 


be a pure monarchy, a democracy, or an ariſtocracy, or all 


mixed, he cared not, provided a Government did exiſt; the ſirſt 


principle of which muſt neceſſarily be ſecurity to property, be- 
cauſe for the protection of property all Governments were in- 
ſtituted. Firſt, therefore, reſtore property, and afterwards let 
that property find a Government for itſelf. The number of 
its inhabitants conſtituted the ſtrength of a nation, but it was 
property alone on which Government was formed. If the 
formation of Government was committed to the no- property 
people, the firſt thing they would do, obviouſly would be to 


plunder thoſe who had property; and the next thing would 


be to plunder and maſſacre each other: After all, if it were 


| aſked, Did he prefer property to virtue? His anſwer would 


be, No. To honour ?—No. To morals ?—No. To arts and 
literature ?—No. But he reſpected property in as much as it 
was the baſis upon which they were all erected the ſoul that 
animated, and the genius that protected them. In France 


were the poor better treated than the rich? Were they not 


forced to riſe en maſſe ? To account for every buſhel of corn 
in their poſſeſſion ? The ſhopkeeper was put in requiſition to 
make ſhoes for the armies, No labourer knew whether he 
ſhould' enjoy for a day his earnings, or even his liberty or his 
life, The original fault in the proceedings of the French Re- 
volution was, that property was not permitted to have a vote, 
Every effort had been made to exclude it from legiſlation. Re- 
verting to the preciſe queſtion in debate, Mr. Burke thanked 
the miniſter cordially for the wifdom and juſtice of the mea- 
ſure, and made an appeal to Mr. Eambton, and other Gentle- 


men, on the ſituation in which they, and men of great property 


like themſelves, muſt be placed, ſhould the ſyſtem of Jacobiniſm 
ever take place in this country; and that it would take place, 
there was real ground for apprehenſion, unleſs all thofe who 
had a ſtake to riſque of their own, as well as a general regard 
for the intereſts of the Britiſh empire, took ſome pains bytheir 
influence to preſerve order, enforce due ſubordination, and 
maintain quiet and tranquillity, by convincing the people that 


their true happineſs conſiſted in a continuance of that Conſtitu- 


tion, and that Government, under Which they daily experi- 
enced ſo many bleſſings. Without 3 to be a prophet, Mr. 
Burke ſaid, he had no difficulty in de aring, that, If French 
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ten years purch . He was ſorry to find the Hon. Gentleman 
545 Sheridan) determined to oppoſe this Bill. He admired and 
cared that 5 talents, and he regretted that he ſhould 


SOM 7 Per” Min., x 9.1803 el zan 
Mr. Lambton explained, 00 0 his apprehenſiong, from 
| endeavour to 'reftgre che 


of ; 1 was Wk- Jo Cant 2 ö K 9 
Vr. Francis ſaid, he perfectly aſſented to much of what had 


444% 


ind of enjoyment in their enthubaſm. (A 


anarchy, as the evils of one were temporary, 
the other durable. In recurring to the, preſent Bill, he ex- 
preſſed much diſapprobation againſt it, both with regard to the 
principle and the clauſes of it conceiving it altogether to be 
wholly impolitic and dangerous; as ſuch, he faid, he ſhould 
give it his negative. | 2 

Mr. Grey condemned the ſudden and unprepared manner 
in which the preſent important meaſure: was brouglit forward, 
and thought it highly dangerous to the-conſtitation;/he' paid 
many compliments to Mr. Burke, whoſe talents and eloquence 
had not, he ſaid, a more ſincere admirer than himſelf, and froni 


many of whoſe opinions he thought it impoſſible:for auy one 


to diflents; 770 123 . N JI9V9TERT 1101907 ene HINTS 

Of the preſent ſtate of France he had expreſsly dedlared his 
opinion already, namely, that he would rather live under the 
power of Nero or Caligula than there; but in acknowledging 
the horrors and devaſtation of that country, he was bound alſo 
to inquire into their cauſe, which he believed to conſiſt in the 
ancient deſpotiſm of that kingdom, and the combination of the 
allied powers. The reſtoratlon of the old deſpotiſm of France 
would, in his opinion, be the greateſt curſe that eould happen 


to Europe, for it would produce, in ſome time, the very confu- 
ſion and diltraction that now deſolated that unfortunate nation. 
All deſpotiſms contained, in his opinion, the ſeeds of their own 
deſtruction. It was to the malignity and tyranny of theold 
deſpotiſm, added to the efforts of the eonfederate powers, that 
all the preſent misfortunes of France were to be imputed: 
With regard to the effect which the example of France might 
have upon this country, it depended entirely upon our own 
conduct. If we refuſed to adopt moderate meaſures for the 
relief of the people, we might urge them to rebellion. In giv- 
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236 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons, Arzl 
5 ing his oppoſition to this Bill, as a meaſure of great danger « pre 
1 and impolicy, Mr. Grey ſaid, he entertained doubts of its ſuc- « the! 


ceſs; and declared that ſuch was the overbearing influence of 
the preſent ſyſtem, that be was inclined to relinquiſn all fur- 
ther efforts, and retire from public life, where the only effect 
of his erertion was perſonal*'odium and difapprobation..' 
The Chancellor of the Exehequer ſaid a few words in expla- 


nation.” - 


Watſon defended the motion on'the' ground of it 
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| fective, and he owned he was not a little aſtpniſhed at the prin- At! 
ciples advanced by the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Baker) who firſt minſte 
gs ie IS ot. At 
" The*queſtion was then put, when the Houſe divided para 3 
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_ © FRENCH PROPERTY. T.. the enc 

Tze Solicitor General ſaid, he roſe to move for leave to bring nies of 
in a Bill & to render more effectual the Proviſions of the Act Defence 

* which paſſed laſt Year for the Security of French Property.” of the þ 

The principal amendments in the regulation, Sir John ſaid, tee wit] 
would conſiſt in providing for the ſafety of this property in Ar. 

caſes of failures and bankruptcy in thoſe poſſeſſed of it, and in up fror 


enabling every perſon whatever, that holds it, to pay it into the firſt tim 


Bank of England, there to remain till a legal claim is made 
out at the coneluſion of the art. 
r. Jekyll ſaid, he wiſhed to know whether it was meant 
by the Bill moved for to compel the payment of this property 
into the Bank, and likewiſe what was the nature of the ſecurity | | 
meant to be provided in caſes-of failure?) cle Us.» 
The Solicitor: General ſaid; that it was not intended to com- "Tr a ' 
pel the payment; and that the ſecurity propoſed was a ſolemn « ( eg 


declaration, under certain penalties, to be made to the Commil- « alty J 
ſioners of Bankruptcy, concerning all property in poſſeſſion, be- 4 lets,” 


longing to individuals in France; but, at the ſame time, this N 
deelaration was ſo to be made, as not in the leaſt to endanger of hana, 
any diſcloſure or perſonal hazard to thoſe who might be en- full conf; 
titled to ſuch property. -::: Wigilet 1 g 5 | they wor 
He concluded with moving, © That leave be given to _ * and 
« in a Bill for the more elfe kual Security of Money and Ef- fact upo 
« fects in the Hands of his Majeſty's Subjects, and belonging 3 
« . , 232828 a 1 e 
„to, or being diſpoſable by, any Perſon in France; and to year 170 
wit”, 1 « preſerve build and 
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« preſerve the ſame for the Benefit of the individual Owners 
thereof.“ px | | BY | | 
The motion was carried, and the Bill brought in and read 
a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time on Monday 
the 14th. x 2 
Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
| Mowpar, April 14. 


At half paſt one o'clock their Lordſhips adjourned to Weſt- 
minſter-Hall, to the trial of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. 


At half paſt five the Houſe was reſumed, and a meſſage © 


ſent to the Commons, informing them, that their Lordſhips 
would proceed further on the Trial of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. 
on Wedneſday the 16th. | 

The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee, Lord Wal- 


fngham in the chair, when the Bill, intituled, © An Act for 


the encouraging and diſciplining of ſuch Corps and Compa- 
nies of Men as ſhould voluntarily enroll themſelves for the 
Defence of their Town and Coaſts, or for the general Defence 
of the Kingdom during the War,” went through the Commit- 
tee with ſome few amendments. LE 

Mr. Vanſittart and the Chancellor of the Exchequer brought 
up from the Commons three private Bills, which were read 2 
firſt time; after which the Houſe adjourned. | 


' HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Mox par] April 14. 


7, ROYALTY THEATRE. | 

Mr. Mainwaring moved, «© That leave be given to bring 
in a Bill to enable his Majeſty to licenſe as a Play-houſe 
during the Summer Seaſon), the Theatre called the Roy- 
a ny Theatre, ſituate in Wellcloſe-Square, Tower Ham- 

ets.” 33 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, this application was obviouſly a renewal 
of that attempt made two years fince, which the Houſe, upon 
full confideration of its merits, thought proper to reject ; and 
they would, he truſted, acting upon the fame principles of juſ- 
tice and policy, do the ſame in the preſent inftance. The 


fact upon which the preſent [petitioners grounded their ap 


plication was briefly this: A number of- perſons, about the 
year 1782, thought proper, without any legal authority, to 
build and open a theatre in Wellcloſe-Square, pretending to 
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. be empowered ſo to do by Lord Cornwallis, Conſtable of the that 
We Tower, when, in fact, neither the Noble Lord, nor any other was, 
= erſon, did, or could, poſſeſs power or authority to warrant the 
. fuch a proceeding. They were admoniſhed in reſpect to their ſhou 
. conduct, and its illegality was repeatedly pointed out to them; of pi 
4 but they choſe to perſevere in that conduct, in open deftance It w 
* of the law eſtabliſhed by particular Acts of Parliament. The depri 
9 Proprietors of the winter theatres, aware, if ſuch conduct was with 
1 permitted to paſs unnoticed, and no ftep taken to prevent its the p 
1 continuance, their properties might be materially injured by the f| 
= ſimilar proceedings in other parts of the town, took, therc- and 
+ fore, ſuch ſteps as the law pointed out to obtain redreſs. In ſerve! 
8 this they were reſiſted by the Proprietors of the Royalty Thea- don; 
NF tre, and by that reſiſtance put to an expence of 2,800]. The the P 
4 ſuit was, however, finally determined in their favour; and thc of the 
i Court of King's Bench pꝓaſſed a very ſevere cenſure on the im- never 
A proper conduct of the Proprietors of tlie Royalty Theatre. lion o 
_ Mr. Sheridan ſaid, he begged to ſubmit to the conſideration of ridan 
4 the Houſe, if any reaſon whatever had been aſſigned, which Houſ, 
IF could induce them to give their ſanction to the invaſion of pri- leave 
$ vate property, or to permit the renewal of this attack upon the M 
. property of the winter theatres. He ſaw none that could ſubjee 
f fairly bear upon the ſubject, unleſs they were prepared to de- who « 
78 clare, that the monopoly of patents in no caſe ſhould exiſt any warin 
5 longer, and that the theatres, like all other properties unpro- tween 
bf tected by patent, ſhould be left open to the rivalſhip of an indi- for a, 
2 vidual, Perhaps ſome Gentlemen might be inclined to treat ſigned 
i with levity a ſubjeQ of this nature, or to conſider it as a matter of his 
6 of mere amuſement it would not therefore be amiſs to in- not ph 
A form Gentlemen fo inclined, that the patent of one of the part h 
3 two exiſting winter theatres coft no leſs a ſum than 100, oool. the H. 
5 and that 100,0c01. more had been expended upon it to fit it up his cor 
4 for the amuſement of the Public: When this ſhould be known, Mr 
4 perhaps the queſtion of property might appear to be one that for op; 
: i merited ſome ſerious conſideration. Let the Houſe recollect the Hi 
Hh what had been the conduct of thoſe Gentlemen who petitioned there a 
1 them on the preſent occaſion? They firſt do an act contrary to part o. 
i the known and eſtabliſhed law of the land, they perſiſt in it was th 
5 until reſtrained by the ſentence of a court of law, and they at- declare 
. tet wards come to require the ſanction of Parliament to their Ar. 
Þ conduct. If there was an Act of Parliament ſaying there introdi 
1 ſhould be but two canals in the kingdom, and a number of meaſur 
5 Gentlemen, in direct and bare-faced oppoſition to this Act, . that ne 
1 thould cut a third canal, and then come there to have their their pi 
I conduct legalized, would the Houſe even for a ſingle moment = * 6 
4 thoſe p 


entertain their petition? The ground of their * 
; : - - 6 | 15 | ˖ = 


ab 
. 
5 


ER 
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introduction of the preſent Bill, becauſe he knew that it was a 
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that on which they founded the expediency- of this meaſures 19 
was, that it was but right that the inhabitants of that part of WW 
the metropolis ſhould have ſome place of amuſement, and 61 
ſhould not be under the neceſſity of coming ſo. far to a place (3/48 
of public amuſement as they at preſent neceſſarily muſt come fille 
It was not his wiſh, Mr. Sheridan faid, that people ſhould be 1 
deprired of any ſpecies of rational amuſement; but it was {£1408 
with him a matter of very great doubt if the beſt ſubjects, and ml 
the principal inhabitants, of that neighbourhood, wiſhed for 1 
the ſucceſs of this application, on account of the immoralities 1 
and diſorders it would produce. Beſides, it was to be ob- 4 1 
ſerved, that the petition did not come from the City of Lon- honey 
don; that worthy body of men would not act in 2 manner 58] 
the Petitioners had done; they would have acted as the laws Wat 
of their country directed; and he was convinced tony would 7 
never preſent any petition, the object of which was the inva- N 
lion of private property. Under theſe impreſſions, Mr. She- Wk. 
ridan faid, he could not lend his aſſiſtance, as a Member of this 8 
Houſe, even ſo far to ſanction this proceeding, as to grant WES | | 
leave to bring in the Bill. T 1 
Mr. Mainwaring freely admitted the importance of the 9 it 
ſubject, as the Hon. Member had ſtated it. Amongſt thoſe 1 
who communicated their ſentiments to him upon it, Mr. Main- 1 
waring ſaid, he had found great difference of opinion. Be- 8 
tween eight and nine thouſand people had figned a petition | "al ; 
for a,theatre in that part of the town; a large number had 11 
ſigned a petition againſt it; both petitions he had, in diſcharge "50 
of his duty, preſented to the Houſe z but, in ſo doing, he had WY 1 
not pledged himſelf to vote either one way or the other. The 1% 
part he had taken had been merely to bring the ſubject before MA 
the Houſe 3 and if the Bill ſhould be brought in and d iſcuſſed, 1 


— — 


his conduct had tended only to put it in a train of inquiry. 
Mr. Cawthorne declared, he could not ſee any juſt ground 
for oppoſing the introduction of the Bill; it would but give 
the Houſe a fair opportunity for diſcuſſing the ſubje&t. Was 
there any reaſon why the inhabitants of Wapping, and that 
part of the city, ſhould be deprived of an amuſement which 
was the beſt ſource of rational improvement? Mr. Cawthorne 
declared, he did not ſee any. 7 | 
Mr. Whitbread ſaid, his oppoſition ſhould be given to the 
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meaſure of which the principal merchants and inhabitants of 
that neighbourhood diſapproved, as it would tend to render 
their property inſecure, by introducing with the theatre diſor- 
der of every kind. Mr. Whitbread deſired that the petition of 
thoſe perſons might be read. ¶ The petition was then read. ] 
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My. Secretary Dundas ſaid, it was by no means his wiſh or 
deſire that the inhabitants of the eaſtern part of the metropo- 
lis ſhould be deprived of any rational entertainment any more 
than thoſe of the weſtern part of it; but he felt it to be his duty 
to inform the Houſe, that a deputation of the moſt reſpectable 
perſons in that neighhourhood had waited on him, and re- 
queſted that he would oppoſe the preſent application, and 
pointed out the impolicy of eſtabliſhing a theatre in that part 
of the town; which opinion they ſupported by many ſtrong 
and forcible reaſons. In juſtice, therefore, to his ſituation, 
Mr. Dundas ſaid, he could not countenance the preſent mo- 
tion. 
Sir Francis Baring declared himſelf well convinced of the 
impolicy and evil tendency of eſtabliſhing a theatre in that 
part of the town; it would tend to introduce immorality and 
licentiouſneſs of all kinds : At preſent that neighbourhood was 
the ſeat of manufactures and induſtry; and to introduce a 
theatre amongſt them, would he the ſame policy as introdu- 
cing idleneſs and diſſipation into a bee-hive. ; 
'The queſtion was then put, and negatived without a divi- 
fon. h | e 
PETITION FROM CERTAIN LOTTERY OFFICE KEEP ERS. 


Mr. Grey preſented a petition againſt a clauſe in the preſent 
Lottery Bill, which gives power to magiſtrates to grant war- 


244 


rants to enter their houſes at all hours, to fearch for perſons , 


ſuſpected of inſuring illegally. 9 

Mr. Roſe ſaid, at the time the Bill was in the Committee, 
he pointed out this particular clauſe to the attention of the 
Houſe, and at that time there was not ſtated any objection to 
it: Its tendency was only to inveſt magiſtrates with a ſimilar 
power with which the Commiſſioners of Stamps are veſted in 
ſeveral caſes; and both the magiſtrates of the county of Mid- 
dleſex, and the city of London, ſolicited ſuch a power, declaring 
that, unleſs it were granted, it would be altogether impoſſible 
to compel an obſervance of the law with regard to inſurance. 
If there were any well-founded objection againſt the clauſe, 
Mr. Roſe ſaid, it ſhould have been made while the Bill was 
depending, and not introduced by petition againſt the clauſe 
after the Bill had paſſed. _ | | | 

Mr. Grey declared, he could have no particular intereſt in 
the ſucceſs or failure of this petition, the perſons in whoſe be- 
half it is preſented being totally unknown to him. It was put 
into his hand as he came down to the Houſe, with inſtructions 
to preſent it, which, as a Member of Parliament, he did not 


feel himſelf at liberty to refuſe. As to the general queſtion, 
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it was his opinion, if laws ſo directly contrary to the principles 
of liberty were neceffary for the ſupport of lotteries, they ought 
for ever to abandon lotteries as a mode of reſource. 


Mr. Taylor ſaid, it was very poſſible that the Hon. Gentle- 


man (Mr. Roſe) might have ſtated the clauſe in the Commit- 


| 
b 
4 tee, and the Petitioners never have heard of it, as it paſſed 
i wholly unnoticed. The clauſe he did not think ſo objeion- 
t able till he came to examine it with attention; and he defired 
7 then to give the Right Hon. Gentleman (the Chancellor of the 


x Exchequer) notice, that ſhould he in the next year perſiſt in 
- lotteries as a meaſure of finance, he (Mr. T.) ſhould uſe this 
clauſe as an argument in ſupport of his oppoſition to that mea- 
e ſure, ſeeing that, to ſupport the ſyſtem of lotteries, and to pre- 
t vent their attendant evils, it was neceſſary to have recourſe to 
d laws ſo imperious and dictatorial, ſo oppreſſive and inimical to 
8 the rights and privileges of their fellow- citizens. 
P The petition was then received, and ordered to lie on the 
[- table, | 4 gk 


EAST INDIA LOAN BILL. | : 
N The Order of the Day, for the third reading of the Bill to 


empower the Eaſt India Company to continue their bond debt 


at two millions, and to borrow one million more, if it ſhonld 
be found neceſſary, being read, 


t The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, © That this Bill be 
” © now read a third time.“ | | 
I Mr. Francis roſe, and ſpoke as follows: © This is certainly a 


Bill of conſiderable importance; and by its proceeding ſo far 
unoppoſed, it might be expected to paſs ſub ſilentio. It cer» 


and I wiſh it had received more of both. However, before it 
paſſes, I feel it my duty to offer ſome few remarks on the ſub- 
ject. As I underſtand the Bill, it amounts to this, that, in 
the year 1794, the Eaſt India Company are to be enabled to 
borrow money, or enlarge or increaſe their capital, or what- 
ever other title may be given to the thing, by a ſum of 


2 their preſent debt, or borrowing a further ſum, the 
India Company are to be more in debt this year than they were 
the laſt. An Hon. Member (Mr. David Scott) aſſerted, on a 


was not to be conſidered a loan; this to me is a doctrine 
wholly new, and one that requires ſome explanation to make 
it underſtood. It has been ſtated, that this increaſe of debt 


pany have extended their territorial poſſeſſions, and may there- 
fore require an extent of capital; but I wiſh thoſe diſtin& 
| . purpoſes 


tainly merits the attention both of this Houſe and the Public, 
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2,000,000l. or at leaſt 1,500,000. that is, that, either by con- : 


former occaſion, that to iſſue bonds for the payment of money, 


was to be applied to the purpoſe of trade: It is true the Com- 
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purpoſes of trade to be pointed out. All I know of their 
affairs, from what has been ſtated in this Houſe, is, that they 
have increaſed their dividends, granted penſions to individuals, 
and undertaken to pay to the Pubiic an annual ſum of 
500,000]. The principle upon which the Company have at- 
tempted to increaſe their dividends, previous to the payment 
of their debts, and at the ſame time incurring new debts, is to 
me unknown. About twenty years ſince, a meaſure of this 
ſort was brought forward, which was ſo far from meeting the 
approbation of Parliament, or the ſupport of Government, that 
it occafioned a Bill to be brought in to reſtrain them from ſuch 
an attempt in future: In ſhort, it was conſidered as a fraudu- 
lent and ſwindling tranſaction, for the purpoſe of giving a 
fictitious value to the ſtock of the Company; the obvious con- 
ſequence of which muſt ever be, that the proprietors will ſell 
out as faſt as they can, and then leave the Company to ſhift for 
themſclves. What right can any company have tc- increaſe 
their dividend beyond the clear ſurplus of their profits after all 
debts and expences are diſcharged? The Right Hon. Gentle- 
man (Mr. Dundas) has, in very high terms, declared the flou- 


riſhing condition of the Company's affairs, and faid, that no 


doubt could be entertained of the brightneſs of the proſpect 
opening before us. If ſuch be the flouriſhing ſtate of their 
affairs, if ſuch the brightneſs of the opening proſpect, how 
comes it to paſs that the Company cames year after year to 
Parliament to borrow money? To me it appears extraordinary, 
and irreconcilable to this ſtatement. I may be miſtaken in my 
apprehenſion of the ſubject, but ſhall be ſatisfied if 1 hear to 
what purpoſes of the trade of the Company this money is to be 
A lied.” ; 7 ; 

E 5 Mornington ſaid, that the miſtake of the Hon. Gen- 
tleman (Mr. Francis) was ſo apparent, that it was not worth 
the while of his Right Hon. Friend (Mr. Dundas) to make any 
reply to his obſervations: His error had ariſen from taking 
the amount of the bond debt of the Company for the amount 
which it was neceſſary for them to add thereto. The matter 
appeared to him, his Lordſhip ſaid, to ſtand thus: By the Act 
of laſt ſeſſion, the Company were in the courſe of the preſent 
year to have reduced their debt to 1,500,000]. By that reduc- 
tion the Company muſt have increaſed their wealth by a ſum of 
500,000l. being ſo much below 2,000,000]. the amount 0 
their preſent debt. The Bill now before the Houſe allows them 
to continue their debt at 2,000,000). and to add to that debt, 
if neceſſary, the ſum of 1,000,0001. in the preſent year; lo 
that ſuppoſing it an increaſe of debt, it can only be 0 
1,500,000l. This, however, was not the caſe z; for the _ 
250 : nan! 
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pany had paid off India debt laſt year 500,000l. more than they 
were bound to do by the Act of laſt year, and this year 


00,000l. would be paid of, which accounts for 1,000,000l. of 


the bond debt. It alſo appeared that the Company, by engage= 
ments they had entered iiſto, were bound to wh ops bills to the 
amount of 1,500,000]. and had upon their ſales given credit 
for 500,000l, for a longer period than uſual, and which ſhould 
have been added to the credit {ide of their account in the pre- 


ſent year; ſo that, conſidering fairly and fully all thoſe cir- 


cumſtances, it was impoſſible to ſay that the Company had in 
any ſhape increaſed their debt. But the Hon. Gentleman had 
ſaid that he did not attend the opening of the India Budget, 


nor, by the. bleſſing of God, ever would: In this he does not ap- 


pear to have any very great being from Gad, as, on account of 
his non-attendance, he ſeemed totally ignorant of the ſubject. 
Mr. Francis. The Noble Lord has not taken the trouble 


to point out for what purpoſes of trade the money is to be em- 


ployed.“ 5810 Hi 2s 
The motion was then put, and the Bill paſſed. 
| s FRENCH CORPS. 1 al 
| The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the Order of the 
Day, for the Houle to reſolve itſelf into a Committee, to take 
into conſideration the Bill to enable French ſubjects to enliſt 
in his Majeſty's ſervice, to ſerve on the continent, and other 
places; which being then read, he moved, That the Speaker 
& do now leave the Chair.”* W 
Colonel Tarleton ſaid, * This Bill, Sir, is of ſo peculiar a nature, 
and ſeems to be fraught with circumſtances and conſequences 


of ſuch infinite magnitude and importance, that, in my humble 


opinion, it behoves every individual Member to give it his aſ- 
{ent or diſſent with his own voice, and in his own language, 
that his ſentiments may be ſcanned by the preſent generation, 
and recorded in the annals of Parliament. This idea, which 
feel ſtrongly impreſſed on my mind, will preclude my treſ- 
paſſing long uport the patience of the Houſe + But I ſhall en- 
deavour tc compreſs a great deal in a very ſmall compaſs indeed. 
« It appears to me, Sir, that the ſubject which now occupies 
the attention of the Houſe is one of the links (though a heavier 
one, I confeſs, than has yet appeared} of the ſame chain which 
his Majeſty's miniſters, ſince the commencement of this Seſ- 
lion, have prepared for the liberties of this country. It re- 
quires not much ingenuity or ſagacity to diſcover that this 
Bill is connected with the recent alteration made in the Militia 
Bill, and materially allied to the county ſubſcriptions. Step 
by ſtep, his Majeſty's miniſters proceed to undermine the con- 
Uution, and enthral the liberties of Engliſhmen, Their in- 
| | tentions 
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tentions are ſo obvious and ſo clearly demonſtrated in this 
and the two other collateral circumſtances I have mentioned, 
as well as in their conduct relative to the debarkation of the 
Heſhan troops, and their manner of diſcuſſing that queſtion 
in Parliament, that the plaineſt and meaneſt underſtanding 


cannot be at a loſs to interpret their motives, namely, to erect 


as rapidly as poſſible a military government in this country, 
during the continuance of a war, which his Majeſty's miniſters 
have occaſioned, or at leaſt have not uſed proper diſcretion 
and vigour to avert, and which is now maintained and prolong- 
ed by Engliſh intrigues and with Engliſh money. What con- 
ſequences muſt ariſe from the proſecution and completion of 
ſuch a ſyſtem, I leave to the cool conſideration of the Houſe 
and of the country. If the majority of the Repreſentatives of 
the People are ſo beguiled by the eloquence of the Right Ho. 
nourable Gentleman, are ſo involved in the mazes of delirium 
which have been ſo artfully and induſtriouſly extended by the 
ſeceders and alarmiſts, or are fo torpid or ſo corrupt that they 
cannot, or will not, judge and pronounce upon their own im- 
minent danger, the country and poſterity, I hope and truſt, will 
acquit the Members of Oppoſition from the imputations, I had 
almoſt ſaid guilt, which may attach to the preſent Houſe of 
Commons. - | | 

« Sir, I think it neceſſary that I ſhould briefly point out the 
glaring abſurdities and the hazardous conſequences which are 
contained in the preamble to the clauſes of this Bill, not- 
withſtanding a convenient time to do ſo is likely to occur when 
the Bill goes into a Committee, yet, fir, I cannot omit any op- 


portunity of detecting the fallacy and danger of this Bill. It 


bears in its ſrontiſpiece or its preamble “ to enable ſubjects of 
France to enliſt as ſoldiers, to ſerve on the continent of Europe, 
&c.” Does not this evidently pronounce itſelf deluſion ? 
When the rebellions againſt the exiſting government of 


France were in full force in La Vendee and at Lyons, when 


Toulon was in our poſſeſſion, did we adopt theſe meaſures ? 
No. But we begin to conſpire and to combine when France 
appears impregnable, for ſo ſhe mult appear, or elſe the Right 
Honourable Gentleman would not have called her an armed 
nation. | . | 

« Againſt whom then are we calling in theſe auxiliaries? The 
object mu/? have a different ſituation, or elſe the ſyſtem, I may 
fairly infer, muſt be founded -in incapacity and deluſion. 
Many objectionable parts occur in the firſt clauſe, ſuch as the 
manner of raiſing the men, the facility of receiving pay, of 
muſtering ſtrong, and of fighting weak; the full pay during 
wer, and the no pay afterwards, the difference of religion, and 
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the places of deſtination. But this I have no doubt will be 
fully diſcuſſed in the Committee. 2 | 

« The ſecond claufe 67 bs © that in caſe it ſhall be deemed 
neceſſary or expedient to bring any ſuch troops as aforeſaid to 
any port or place in Great Britain, for the purpoſe of ren- 
dezvous, or for the operations of war, and. it ſhall be deemed 
neceſſary or expedient to land ſuch troops in any part of 
8 Great Britain:“ And then it proceeds to ſtate * the diſtance 
from the coaſt, &c.” I cannot for a moment delay expreſſing 
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n 1 
- my diſapprobation and aſtoniſhment at the tenor of this clauſe. 
6 What! land 20 or 30, ooo men, or any indefinite number in 
f England, and allow them to ſerve there at all]! I aſk the 
c Houſe where Portſmouth and Plymouth are ſituated ? Are 
f they not on the coaſt? Are foreign troops then to take poſs | 
- ſchon of thoſe naval bulwarks of the kingdom? Are our /h 
n dock- yards and arſenals to be entruſted to Frenchmen ? 1 
e 8 Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes. . 8 Ay 
7 Can any man read this clauſe without aſtoniſhment ? Can any 4 
” man view ſuch a debarkation of troops without dread ? Can 7 
r any Engliſhman exiſt that will not proteſt againſt it?; 5 34 
a The third clauſe ſtates indefinitely © that theſe troops ſhall 14 
1. ſubject to ſuch articles as his Majeſty ſhall think fit to eſta- = 
bliſh for the better government of ſuch forces, &c.“ I ſhall 1 
6 not comment now upon this clauſe, but only remark that it is 5 
n leaving a dangerous latitude to his Majeſty's miniſters. * 
# But I ſhall now ſay a few words upon that ill-omened mo- Fs 
" noſyllable made uſe of by the Right Honourable Gentleman 1 
1 on a former occaſion; That emphatic and formidable 7%, in- 1 
5 dicates a meaning more expreſſive than all the amplification " 18 [i 
: the moſt eloquent man within theſe walls could call to his 2 i 
3 alſiſtance. Dok | CG 19 
F © Theſe troops then (if employed in France) are to march 1 
1 with halters round their necks, and in caſe of misfortune ve 1 
n N . | ; 1 
I are to retaliate: -Then indeed a bloody ſcene commences, when F500 
5 the ſeabbard is thrown away: And the conduct of our miniſter 1 
G reminds: me of one of the grandeſt and moſt awful paſſages "if 
4 in our firſt poet: 8 . 1 5 | | 
“ And let the world no longer be a ſtage, Fi 
g To feed contention in a ling'ring act; 11 
V But let one ſpirit of the firſt- born Cain | Flt 
1, Reign in all boſoms, that, each heart being ſet 14 
le On bloody courſes, the rude ſcene may end, 4 
1 And darkneſs be the burier of the dead!“ | 
g One fingle word on the beautiful ejaculation of a Right Ho- 
d Pourable Gentleman on a former occaſion with regard to pro- 
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perty. Where is the ſecurity for property againſt hordes of 
| deſperate men, driven out of their own country, and armed in 
England? Where is the ſecurity for property during the form- 
ation of a military government? Where is the ſecurity for 
property when his Majeſty's miniſter undermines the Conſti- 
tution 2 


c Here, Sir, I ſhall leave the queſtion, reminding Gentlemen | 


of the time and circumſtances attending this Bill, and earneftly 
exhorting all Engliſhmen not to hood-wink their underſtand. 

ings, wn voluntarily impoſe fetters upon themſelves and their 
children; for I firmly believe the paſſing this Bill in its preſent 
form will deſtroy the privileges of Magna Charta, will un- 
dermine the Bill of Rights, will ſet at naught ſome of the im- 

ortant proviſions of the Act of Settlement, and finally anni- 
hilate the Britiſh conſtitution. Therefore, Sir, I ſhall give it 
my moſt cordial oppoſition.” | 

Sir William Young confeſſed that he ſaw the preſent Bill in 
a very different point of view from the Honourable Colonel 
(Tarleton); in Sir William's opinion, it was as wiſe and az 
neceſſary a meaſure as ever had been propoſed by the Legiſ- 
lature z and ſhould Gentlemen perſiſt in their oppoſition, he 
declared, he ſhould feel it his duty to trouble the Houſe more 


than once upon the ſubject. It certainly had an intimate con- 


nexion with the late meaſures of Adminiſtration, both in 
expediency and neceſſity, and as being peculiarly adapted to 
the emergencies of the times, and the defence of the country. 
The ſame reaſons which juſtified ſubſcriptions, would con- 
vince the Houſe of the neceſſity of the preſent meaſure ; both 
having but one end, and one object the public ſafety. From 
the doCtrine of retaliation, at which Gentlemen 3 ſo 
much alarmed, thoſe dreadful conſequences were not to be 
feared; becauſe there had been troops preciſely in the ſame 
ſituation in which thoſe French corps would be, and nothing 
of the danger, which Gentlemen affect to apprehend ſo much, 
had ever occurred; that objection would have been equally 
applicable, had they given aſſiſtance to the inſurgents in La 
Vendée, a meaſure which the Gentlemen on the other fide of 
the Houſe had ſo frequently contended ſhould have been car- 
ried into execution. 00 EL 
Mr. Whitbread ſaid, that he ought perhaps to apologiſe to 
the Houſe for offering himſelf to their notice on the preſent 
occaſion; fo many objections however had ariſen in his mind 
ever fince he firſt heard of the adoption of this plan, that be 
could not reſiſt the preſent opportunity of expreſſing his diſ- 
approbation of it; and of giving his opinion on its merits be- 
fore it went into the Committee, which he much feared it 
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would ultimately do. He had ſtrong grounds of apprehen- 


fon that it was, as had been juſtly expreſſed, one of the links 
of a certain chain of meaſures, tending to the ſubverſion of 
the conſtitution and of the liberties of the country. So. 


thinking, he felt it his duty to ſtate his objections to the mea- 
ſure; and the arguments offered by the Honourable Baronet 
(Sir W. Young) rendered his ſo doing the more excuſable. 


It was ſomewhat remarkable, that, amongſt the numerous ad- 
vocates of this Bill, not one had been found, who had deigned 


to aſſign any reaſon for its introduction: All that had been 
advanced was, that it was expedient; whence the expediency 
of the meaſure aroſe had not been declared ; Perhaps it might 
be thought ſufficient that it had: originated from. a certain 


quarter, to inſure its ſucceſs; and he greatly feared that the 


event would juſtify the opinion. It wag faid, that- though, 
perhaps, ſuch a meaſure was neither neceſſary nor expedient 
in the laſt year, it might be ſo in the preſent. It might indeed 
be ſoz but it ſhould not be left to. reſt on the bare ground of 
aſſertion 3, fact and argument ſhould be adduced to ſhow the 


neceſſity and expediency of its adoption. If the adoption of 


this Bill went to eſtabliſh an opinion, that they were contend- 
ing to reſtore the ancient deſpotiſm of France, that was an 
idea the Houſe could not be juſtified in acting upon, though 
it were even diſpoſed to obey implicitly the dictates of the mi- 


| niſter; for they had repeatedly declared, that to reſtore the 


deſpotiſm of France was not the object for which they en- 
gaged in the war; and they ſhould, therefore, if the preſent 


meaſure led to ſuch an opinion, be the moſt ſtrenuous of its 


oppoſers. For his part, he believed that miniſters were not 
yet ready to avow that it was the object of the war; it was not 


yet ſafe to do ſo; for, in his conſcience, he was convinced, 
that, if it were avowed, the ſupplies for carrying on the war 
would not have been granted; nor could the Engliſh Houſe of 
Commons ever have been induced to have concurred in an act 


of ſuch turpitude as that of a free nation endeavouring to 


force on any country a form of government diſſonant to its 


own ſentiments. | 


Another objection to the preſent Bill ſtruck him very for-. 


cibly; this was the force that might be employed to compel 
thole unhappy men, who were the ſubje& of the preſent Bill, 
to engage in the ſervice. It was well known that, by the Alien 
Bill, miniſters were empowered to ſend thoſe who might re- 


luſe to enliſt into a ſituation equally full of danger as any 
they could be placed in by really engaging in the ſervice. 


With the Alien Bill in one hand, and bounty-money in the 


aher, how was an unfortunate emigrant to reſiſt the applica- 
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doctrine more immediately lead? Suppoſe the French go- 


up arms againſt their country, and enliſt in foreign ſervice, 


tion? And ſhould ſuch an event take place, were they to re- 
taliate ? If this ſyſtem be once adopted, woe be to this nation! 


human ſociety muſt inevitably be exhibited in Europe. That 


could he proceed further, without imploring the miniſter to 


be a fatal objeQtion to the Bill. 


. bread ſaid, was the expence to which the meaſure might lead. 
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tion of Government to enliſt? That was to him, Mr. Whit- 
bread declared, the more alarming, when he came to conſider 
the declaration of miniſters on a point nearly allied to that, 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer had declared, that they had 
a right to excite inſurrection in any country with whom they 
were at war, for the purpoſe of overturning the government 
of that country. That was a doctrine which appeared truly 
alarming, and might lead them to a dangerous excels, to which 
it is not poſlible to perceive any bounds. But to what did that 


vernment were able to induce a number of Engliſhmen to take 


what would be the ſituation of any of theſe men if taken by 
the chance of war? Would they not be executed juſtly, as 
traitors to their country? Could they then ſuppoſe that any 
thing ſhort of that would avail thoſe Frenchmen who were to 
be placed in a ſimilar ſituation ? Should they then ſend troops 
in Britiſh pay into the field with halters abòut their necks, as 
his Honourable Friend had expreſſed it? Was ſuch a proceed- 
ing conſiſtent with the dignity or honour. of the Britiſh na- 


and woe to Europe ! Dreadful, indeed, would be the effect of 
ſuch a ſyſtem z blood and deſolation follow in its train; and a 
ſcene of the moſt barbarous nature which had ever diſgraced 


monoſyllable Yer ) which had been alluded to, which had juſtly | 
been termed a word of maſſacre, ſhould be explained: Nor 


contradict the aſſertion, and not to ſuffer that Houſe, for a 
ſingle moment, to entertain an idea that ſuch a ſcene of car- | 
nage and devaſtation was to take place; and if he refuſed to 
make an open and ſolemn diſavowal of that barbarous policy, 
that alone muſt, in the opinion of the Houſe, and all mankind, | 


The next point which attracted his attention, Mr. Whit⸗ 


Great and extended operations, like thoſe in which they were 
at the preſent moment engaged, muſt eventually incur great 
and heavy expences; and though great his confidence in the 
reſources of this country, they were, as all human things mult 
be, finite: And when he looked back at the progreſs of the 
war, and perceived how they had been moving, as it were, in 
a circle, he was inclined to think its termination was not far 
diſtant, and that there was a poſſibility that, before its con- 
cluſion, they might find the extreme of thoſe extenſive re- 

3 | ſources. 
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ſources. We had not as yet advanced one fingle ſtep to- 
wards the completion of our object, and were at ch no 

as far removed from that deſirable point, as when the Duke o 
Brunſwick commenced his career at the head of ths combined 


armies in 1792. Great pains had been taken to demonftrate, 


that the finances of France could not bear that country 
through more than a ſingle campaign; but the French had 
carried the embattled arithmetic of the Noble Lord (Mornington) 
at the point of the bayonet: And the probability then was, 
that the much-deſpiſed declining reſources of that country 
would outſhine thoſe of the Combined Powers. Mr. Whit- 
bread declared, that a report at that moment exiſted, that the 
finances of one of our allies, the King of Pruſſia, were al- 
ready exhauſted : He had ſtated it ſo to be in his Declaration, 
which, though denied on a former night, muſt then be aus 
thentic, as it had appeared in the ſeveral gazettes of Europe; 
and he underſtood that we were to re- purchaſe the patriotiſm 
and magnanimity of that great and virzuous Prince; and it 
was not improbable but Auſtria would ſoon be in a fimilar 
ſituation 3 and then it would be neceſſary to ſupport thoſe va- 
luable alliances with Engliſh money, as they had already been 
cemented by Engliſh-blood ; Too much of both had been als 
ready waſted in a ſyſtem of folly, commenced by our miniſters 
by a falſe alarm, and continued by an unfair deluſion; and all 


this for the purpoſe of impoſing a form of government on, a. 
people who poſſeſs an unqueſtionable right of electing for 


themſelves that conſtitution which they thought proper. 
The laſt point of view in which the Bill appeared objec» 


tionable, was the manner in which it muſt affect the Conſti- 


tution of this country; in that reſpect it merited the ſevereſt 


cenſure ; it went to the total ſubverſion of the Act of Settle. 
ment; it empowered the King to have any number of foreign 


troops he pleaſed. under his immediate command; to create 


for them, and for their officers, ſuch laws and regulations as 
he thought fit; and if, from this unuſual power in the Crown, 


any evil ſhould ariſe, the Houſe had not left itſelf authority ta 


apply a timely remedy. He ſhould ſeize, the preſent oppore 


tunity, as the firſt which had occurred, of recanting a haſty 
opinion delivered by him on a former occafion, when ſome 
Gentlemen inſinuated the propriety of introducing the cri 


minal code of Scotland into this country: Upon that occaſion. 
he had declared, that if any perſon ſhould be hardy enough ta. 


propoſe any ſuch. meaſure in that Houſe, he hoped that ſome 


perioti would be found ſpirited enough to impeach him for 
ſuch conduct: That obſervation had dropped from him in the 
warmth of debate; he had ſince perceived his error, and he 


was 
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at moment. 
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was then convinced that no Member could be impeached for 
any motion he might make in that Houſe, however pernicious 
in its tendency. Having diſcovered his error, he was then 
ready to confeſs it; if he were not, no attention ought to be 
paid to whatever he ſhould advance on that or any other ſub- 
jet. The Houſe would exerciſe its diſcretion on the im- 
portant buſineſs then before them: For one, he ſhould not 
conſent that it ſhould proceed further. | 
Lord Mulgrave declared, that it was not his intention to 
delay the Houſe any great length of time. He roſe merely to 
ſpeak to one part of the Hon. Gentleman's ſpeech reſpecting 


the doctrine of retaliation. Surely that Hon. Gentleman 


would not go ſo far as to ſay, that the danger which might 
ariſe from the execution, of any mea{ure ſhould prevent them 
from adopting it, if the meaſure were thought to be neceſſary 


or expedient. But the danger which thoſe Gentlemen affected 


to apprehend exiſted more in idea than in reality; for, from 
his own experience, he could ſtate, that, in a ſimilar ſitua- 
tion, neither that danger, nor thoſe evils, had occurred. 


While employed in his Majeſty's ſervice at Toulon, it ſo hap- 


pened, that part of the French troops employed in the Britiſh 
ſervice fell into the hands of the enemy; they were not put to 
death. A report, indeed, at firſt prevailed, that their coun- 


- trymen had maſſacred them in cold blood; but, upon every 


poſſible inquiry that he canld make, and upon every inquiry 
made by the other Britiſh officers, it appeared that no ſuch 
event had taken place; ſo far from that, no ſuch danger was 


to be apprehended; at the ſame time, however, he did not 


pledge himſelf to what might happen on any future occafion, 
or that a contrary conduct would not be adopted by our ene- 
mies; but if they ever hoped to bring the preſent war to a 
happy concluſion, they muſt adopt ſimilar meaſures, or they 


never would be able to contend with them on equal terms. A 


contrary doctrine would lead them into the moſt dreadful 


ntuation; for if the enemy ſhould adopt the infernal practice 


of affaffination, and ſhould diſcover that we did not dare to 


retaliate, they would bully us from day to day with threats of 
this kind, and, by inſpiring a terror of their threatened cru- 


elty, prevent many from joining our ſtandard, It was cer- 
tainly neither the cuſtom of modern times, nor of civilized 


nations, to put priſoners of war to death but if our enemies 
departed from this civilized practice, we muſt, in juſtice to | 


ourſelves, and in order that we might fight them on equal 


ground, retaliate. He might, perhaps, involve himſelf in a 


cenſure in what he was now going to ſay, but candour de- 


manded it, and he would ſpeak his ſentiments on the ſubject 


plainly. 
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plainly. If at Toulon the enemy had put the French pri- 
ſoners which had fallen into their hands to death, the manner, 
his Lordſhip declared, in which he ſfiould have proceeded 
would have been this: He ſhould have ſent out a flag of truce, 
and have ſtated to the enemy, that if any ſuch violence to the 
law of nations, and to the feelings of humanity, had been ex- 
erciſed by them, he ſhould -man for man retaliate, by giving 
up an equal number of the French priſoners in his hands to 
the French ſoldiers in his army, to treat them as their own 
diſcretion ſhould direct; and however cruel ſuch conduct 
might appear in us, however repugnant to the feelings of hu- 
man nature, convinced he was, that in ſuch a ſituation, ſuch 
conduct would be neceſſary; for if they were not to fight upon 
equal terms, they had better altogether abandon the war. 
Another event which occurred at Toulon, clearly evinced the 
ſavage diſpoſition of the French; but, at the ſame time, we 
were not to be deterred by ſuch conduct from oppoſing them: 
A poſt, which was defended by 150 of the Britiſh troops, fell 
into their hands: The garriſon demanded quarter; quarter 
was refuſed; and the whole of theſe men were butchered, 
except twelve, who eſcaped to recount the melancholy tale ! 
Should we ſuffer ourſelves to be bullied by ſuch conduct, or 
deterred from our object by ſuch events? Should we diſcover 
to the French, that we dread either their inhumanity or vio- 
lence? As to the expediency of the meaſure, any perſon, ac- 
quainted with the preſent fituation of France, could not doubt 
of it; for there now remained no poſhbility of ſubduing France, 
unleſs by encouraging thoſe who were diſcontented with its 
preſent Government to take up arms againſt it; and no mea» 
ſures could more effectually tend to promote that defirable 
object, than thoſe which the preſent Bill adopted. With re⸗ 
gard to the conſtitutional objections made to the Bill, he muſt 
confeſs that he did not ſee them in the ſame light with the 
Hon. Gentlemen on the oppoſite fide of the Houſe : They 
affected to think there was ſome very great danger to be appre- 
hended from veſting in his Majeſty the whole power over the 
troops to be raiſed under the preſent Bill, and to form for 
them ſuch laws and regulations as he in his wiſdom might 
think fit. He, however, ſaw no difference that could exiſt 
between thoſe and any other troops in his Majeſty's ſervice, 
which were, by the preſent articles of war, entirely under the 
controul and direction of his Majeſty ; and by any regulations 
which could be made for them, they could not poſſibly be 
placed more effectually ſo. He could not point out any diſ- 
tinction between the caſes, Therefore, as he thought the 

| 9 9 5 | meaſure 


—_— 
n ; by \ 
es Eb. parted « 
: E ISS x; — $ E 
Js Yn re. - 


n 


, _ 
mT 4 
* 8 


1 
9 *., ca 4% * = 
K 2 2 2 12 
r + Mp 


2 


5 


— 


7 1 
* 
* 
0 
828 
N 
f 
by i 
T's 
, * 
oo * 1 
ie «: 
o * 
r 
4 þ 
+ BJ 
_— 
& 1 
» . s * 0 
_ 
_— 4... 
* 
X * 
F< 
_ 

G KE 
1 
Bo 
HOP « 
1 
£30 
EDN 
1 * 
= * 
Af 
ay 
Tr | 
Is 


* Pat es D ISO 
88 


N => 
bach 
— 9 — 
* * 1 
— * e 8 * 
- 2 o — 
- . 2 rn 


Pe. 4 . 

2 : - 
re ra A * —— ö 

D $7 SE 6 9 Ns es L 


EW 
_—_ 


—— * 124275 
* rr 
- 


avowed his reſolution of withdrawing from them his protec- 
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meaſure not only expedient, but neceflary, he ſhould give it 
his ſupport. | 1 5 
Major Maitland confeſſed himſelf not a little ſurpriſed at 
the doctrines laid down by the Noble Lord, whether he con- 
fidered him as a ſoldier or a man; doctrines which led to the 
moſt dreadful conſequences. He objected to the preſent Bill 
as being unconſtitutional in its principle; he objected to it as 
being inadequate to its object, and fatal in its tendency. With 
what confidence, he aſked, could they rely upon thoſe men 
for ſteadineſs in our cauſe, and for the exertion of vigour and 
courage in ſupport of it, who exerted neither the one nor the 
other in their own cauſe, or the cauſe of their Sovereign! 


Much had been eloquently and truly ſaid by a Right Hon. 


Gentleman (Mr. Burke) on the Security of Property, as the 
great bond of ſociety ; but that Right Hon. Gentleman ought 
at that time to have taken into conſideration, that if the pro- 
perty of France had been true to itſelf, the preſent Govern- 
ment of France could not haye arrived to that horrible power 
which it now maintains : But thoſe people, inſtead of ſtand- 
ing forward, and protecting their property againft encroach- 
ment and deſpoliation, fled : Had they not fled, and deſerted 
their property, and their country, this country would not at 
this time have ſeen them in a ſituation from which it was pro- 
poſed to call them into the Britiſh ſervice : And were thoſe the 


people they were then to employ to recgyer their property, 


and defend our King? Men who, when in poſſeſſion of that 
property, made no ſtand in its defence; men who, in the 
10ur of danger, abandoned their King, and left him to an 
ignominious fate from his enemies ? Beſides, what energy 
could they hope from men who were diſunited among them- 
felves ? 'They could ſcarcely find two of them who entertained 
the ſame opinion with regard to the affairs of their own coun- 
try, or with regard to any future ſettlement of its Govern- 
ment. How were their differences of opinion to be recon- 
ciled ? What impreſſion could they hope that troops, difunited 


in their own ſentiments as to the object for which they are to 


contend, would be able to make on ſo powerful an enemy ! 
It was no difficult matter to vilify the Republican troops of 
France in ſpeeches, and to paint them in colours odious and 
contemptible; but he would oppoſe the practical experience 
of the King of Pruſha to the theoretical opinions of other 


Princes: What did that Monarch ſay ? And how did he ſpeak 
of them in his Declaration to the States of Germany, where, 


deſpairing of ſucceſs from the continuance of the war, he 
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tion and ſupport ? He ſaid (ſpeaking of the French), That 
the war was a war with a populous nation, provided with every 
reſource of war to back them; an enemy that preſſes forward in 
a maſs, of approved tattics, and a numerous artillery.” <4 
With reſpect to the aſſertion of the Noble Lord (Mulgrave) 
that he could ſee no difference between thoſe troops and any 
other troops under his Majeſty, though the Noble Lord might 
not perceive the diſtinction, it was clear and obvious. In the 
Mutiny Bill, by which all troops in. his Majeſty's ſervice are 
regulated, the wiſdom and prudent caution of our anceſtors 
had carefully withheld the power of money with reſpect both 
to officers and ſoldiers. 'The preſent Bill, for levying an 
army of foreigners, left that power unlimited ee e 
The Mutiny Bill laid down general rules for the articles of 
war, beyond which his Majeſiy's authority did not extend ; it 
left no caſe unprovided for that might affect life or limb: The 
Bill then before the Houſe left every thing relative to the mili- 
tary e aer the laws, and regulations of this new corps to 
his Majeſty's diſcretion. The mode of puniſnment which went 
to affect. life or limb was not by the Mutiny Acc left to the 
diſcretion of his Majeſty; under the preſent Bill he might 
inflict what puniſhment he pleaſed : So that they were, in 
fact, a powerful and undefined force, entirely under the di- 
rection of the Crown. The Noble Lord ſeemed to recom- 
mend ſtrongly the doctrine of retaliation; a doctrine replete 
with horror, bloodſhed, and the devaſtation of the human 
race. By the known and acknowledged principles of the law 
and cuſtom of civilized nations, any ſubject; of any govern- 
ment, taken in arms againſt his country, was liable to be put 
to death; and in the very preamble of the preſent Bill it was 
ſtated that thoſe perſons who were to be employed were to be 
ſubjects of France. If any of thoſe perſons, engaged in our 
ſervice, e eee e by ourſelves. to be ſubjects of France, 
ſhould be taken priſoners, and, in conformity with the law of 
nations, hould be put to death as traitors to their country, 
and the avowed enemies of its Government, were we in ſuch 
a caſe to retaliate? Were we to ſacrifice, as the victim of re- 
venge, any Frenchman who ſhould: be ſo unfortunate as to be 
made our priſoner, or, as the Noble Lord had ſuggeſted, give 
him up::to the French troops in our pay, to glut their ven- 
geance? And was it to be ſuppoſed, was it even probable, that 
the French would confine their retaliation to ſuch French as 
they might make priſoners ? Certainly: not: | Britith: ſubjects 
would become a ſacriſice to this inhuman ſyſtem, and, if once 
commenced, where would it terminate? The Houſe ſhould 
recollect, that they all had friends and relations endeared to 
VoL. III. 8 L1 | | them 
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them by every tie which binds man to man, at that moment 
employed in the war: If that infernal and cryel ſyſtem. were 
eſtabliſhed, it would be impoſſible to ſay how ſoon ſome of their 
deareſt connexions might fall a ſacrifice. They ſhould recolle& 
the ſituation in which they placed their Commander in Chief 
(General O Hara), a gallant ſoldier, and experienced officer, 
at this moment a priſoner at Paris; they ſhould recollect that 


the ſons of their Sovereign are employed in the war, and even 


they might fall victims to this barbarous and bloody policy, 
What would be the fentiments of our troops, when it ſhould 
be told in their camp, that not miniſters only, but even their own 
generals, had been the advocates and promoters of ſo deſtructive 
and barbarous a ſyſtem, a ſyſtem ſo wanting in feeling and 
affection to their countrymen employed in the moſt honourable 
manner, in the ſervice and defence of their country? The 
Major concluded, with declaring it to be his opinion, that the 
Bill in queſtion was inefficacious as to the object it propoſed, 
was deſtructive in its tendency, and that the ſeveral powers 
veſted by it were incompatible with the great principles of the 
Conſtitution of the country; inaſmuch as they militated againſt 
Magna Charta, the Bill of Rights, and the Act of Settlement; 
and as nothing could be done in the Committee to render the 
Bill a good oy deſirable one, he ſhould oppoſe the Speaker's 
leaving the Chair. | | 
Mr. M. Montague obſerved, that the Bill before the Houſe 
might be fairly conſidered as one of the moſt efficacious mea- 
ſures which could be adopted, as it tended to an almoſt imme- 
_ diate peace, and that without any danger to the Conſtitution. 
Greater and more effectual aſſiſtance might be obtained, by 
embodying the diſcontented French than could be given by our 
allies; for now all deſcriptions of men in that miſerable coun- 
try, forgetting their former difference, were diſcontented 
with their preſent rulers. It might indeed be very true that 
the French fought well, and were a formidable and powerful 
enemy; if fuch were the cafe, was it not the more neceſſary 
to uſe every exertion, and every means, to counteract and 
oppoſe their gone ? Much had been faid on the fubject of 
retaliation : Retaliation in war was partly matter of right, 
partly matter of expediency. The obſect for which men went 
to war was mutual deſtruction; and if they ſpared the lives of 
priſoners, it aroſe from a principle of mutual convenience: And 
in various inſtances of civil war, that principle had prevailed 
over the notion of right, and it very poſſibly might be the 
caſe in the preſent war. It had been hinted by an Hon. Gentle- 
man (Mr. Sheridan) on a former night, that thoſe emigrants 
ſhould have half- pay, and he quoted the example of 2 
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rican loyaliſts; but there was betbeen the loyaliſts and th 
emigrants this eſſential difference; the loyaliſts fought in de 
ſence of their King, which entitled them to half-pag; the 
emigrants were to fight for the recovery of their own prope rty, 


in which, if ſucceſsful, they would be amply repaid: And 
beſides, the loyaliſts gave up their property to fight the cauſe 
of their king; the emigrants were called from * 

ſhort of beggary, to recover the property they had J oſt. It 
had been urged that the King of Pruſſia had withdrawn himſelf 
from the common cauſe; a fact which was, in his opinion, un- 
founded; but even ſuppoſing it true, ſhould they not, on that 
very account, endeavour to ſtrengthen themſelves in ſome 
other quarter, if the conteſt in which they are engaged was to 


be maintained? That the reſtoration of me ancient deſpotiſm 


of France was intended, had been uſed as a mere ſtalking-horſe 
by Oppoſition : Had not miniſters expreſsly diſavowedany ſuch 
object? His confidence, Mr. Montague declared, in their good 
ſenſe convinced him that that could not be their intention. 
Even if it were their wiſh, it was a thing impoſſible to effect; 
there was no fercing back the river to its ſource, or ſtopping 
the tide of the ocean. A new deſpetiſm, worſe than the old, 
might poſſibly be eſtabliſhed, under the iron hand of an uſurper, 
but the ancient deſpotiſm could never be reſtored; and Gen- 
tlemen on the other fide well knew, whatever ignorance they 
might affect, that the ſole object and wiſh of Adminiftration 
was to obtain a ſpeedy, ſecure, and an honourable peace. 
Major Maitland ſaid in explanation, that he had only ftated 
what all the world knew to be true, vrz. that the King of 
Pruſſia had declared hig feceffion to the States of the Empire; 
what effect the offers made to him by miniſters might have 
had, the Major ſaid, he did not pretend to know.  _ -— 
Mr. Stanley expreſſed his opinion, that no object could be 
more deſirable than to cruth the preſent deſpotiſm of France, 
nor no means more effectual for obtaining that object than the 
plan of embodying all the enemies and opponents of that deſ- 
potiſm; for which feaſon he ſhould give it his cordial ſup- 
Ort. 112 a 
8 Mr. Eſte approved the meaſure propoſed; he expreſſed his 
ſurpriſe that he Gentlemen, who gave it as their opinion, if 
the war be once entered into, it ſhould be vigorouſly proſecuted, 
could oppoſe a meaſure that tended ſo much to invigarate its 
proſecution. | | 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that having beard no anſwer 'to the ar- 
guments againſt the Bill, unleſs the material objections were re- 
moved in the Com tee, TOW was hardly poſſible, he 2 
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feel it his duty to take the ſenſe of the Houſe on every (tage 

of it. | . 8 11 bs 5 

General Smith ſpoke a few words in ſupport of the Bill: 
Mr. Dent ſaid, if the French Emigrants, who have been ſo 

liberally ſupported by ſubſcriptions, do not enliſt, they ought to 

be ſent out of the country. | N 

The Houſe then divided on going into the Committee: 
LR | Ayes 130 . 
Nees 28 


Majority 92 


The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee, and in the 


firſt clauſe it was propoſed by miniſters to ſubſtitute for the 


words © ſubjects of France,” the words, ** ſubjeCts of the late 
Moſt Chriſtian King,, | os 

My. Sheridan and Mr. Fox contended, againſt the Chancellin 
of the Exchequer and the Solicitor General, that this was a mere 
evaſion to get rid of acknowledging in words what had been 
acknowledged in fact, vs. the exiſting government of France, 
The Amendment was adopted. 3s. 
A converſation took place on the different clauſes, in which 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, Major 
Maitland, Mr. W. Smith, Mr. Whitbread, Mr. Secretary 
Dundas, the Attorney and Solicitor General, Mr. Stanley, Mr. 
Efte, Sir William Young, and others, took a part. 1 
amendments were propoſed, ſome of which were agreed to, 
and others rejected. On the laſt clauſe an amendment was 
propoſed by Major Maitland, to make the Bill an annual Bill, 
which produced a few words from the Chancellor abe Exche- 
quer, Mr. Sheridan, and Major Maitlaud; upon which the 


Houſe divided, | | 
5 For the Amendment 17 
Against it 78 * 


Majority 1 . 
The Bill being gone through, the report was ordered to be 
received. Adjourned. | 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
| Tus DAN, April 15. 
Earl Stanhope ſaid, that their Lordſhips muſt be ſenſible that 
the length of the trial of Mr. Haſtings was a ſubject that de- 


manded the moſt ſerious conſideration. It had laſted fix Ur 
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which was ſhameful with reſpeCt to the objeCt of ity and it was 
diſgraceful to the national character, that any Britiſh. ſubject 
ſhould have been ſo long upon his trial. The delay:was alſo a 
particular diſgrace to their Lordſhips, it being ſaid, that they 
did not ſpare-days enough in a week, nor hours enough; in a 
day, to accelerate its progreſs. The Commons had declared that 
they were ready, and the Managers that they were prepared, 
to attend them as often as their Lordſhips ſhould appoint. Mr. 
Haſtings and his Counſel were equally prepared, and ready to 


attend their Lordſhips. He wiſhed to retrieve the character of 


the Houſe, and therefore, as the moſt obvious and moſt effec- 
tual means of doing ſo, he begged leave to move, © That their 
% Lordſhips go down to Weſtminſter-hall to-morrow at twelve 
„ , Ar a WE rk te 8 

The Earl of Coventry ſaid, he was glad to agree with the 
Noble Earl in any thing; he ſaw no good reaſon to object, 
but, on the contrary, there appeared to him to be [ſtrong rea- 
ſon to agree, as the honour of their Lordſhips was called in 
queſtion, and the Houſe of Commons had faid, they and the 
Managers were ready to attend, and go on from day to day. 

The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, he was ſorry to differ from bis 


Noble Friend, but at any rate the alteration could not take place 


next day, as there would not be time to apprize the Counſel, or 
even ſend a meſſage to the Houſe of Commons, ſufficiently 
early to afford due notice to both, _ . 

Burl Stanhope ſaid, the objection made was no anſwer to his 
propoſition z their Lordſhips had a right to appoint the time 
of proceeding with the trial, and it was the duty of the Coun- 
ſel to be pare Mr. Haſtings, no doubt, would take care 


to have his Counſel 407 ey 
The Earl of Derby ſaid, common e good manners 
were due to Counſel as well as to other Gentlemen. Counſel 


might feel themſelves embarraſſed, if they were thus to be 
taken on a ſudden, and the alteration propoſed by the Noble 


Earl ſtand for the next day. They might be employed in the 


Courts below, or in conſultations at chambers, which it was 
fair to allow for; beſides, the object of the motion was clearl 
unattainable, as a meſſage could not then be ſent to the Houſe 
of Commons. PO OT MT OED on thy” 225 
The Lord Chancellor leſt the woolſack, and reminded their 
Lordſhips, that, if the Houſe made the alteration propoſed, it 
was his duty to take care that the Houſe ſhould be ready to 


carry it into execution. Whenever it was propoſed to go 


down into Weſtminſter-hall early, a decent number of Peers, 
twelve at the leaſt, ought to be preſent by twelve o'clock. The 
experiment, their Lordſhips would recollect, had been tried laſt 
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feffion, and for a day or two Peers came down in time; but 


after that, thoſe who did attend found they had no other ſa- 
tisfaction than waiting for an hour or two, till other Peers 
cam. e een £ Hennen de ENSI0 1 TT. + 
A call was here made for the Order of the Diys 
Euari Stunhipe declared, before the Ordef of the Day was read, 
chat next day, when they returned from the "trial, he would 
move that in future they ſhould go down inte the Hall at 
twelve, art that the meſſage to be ſent for the next day's pro- 
eeeding in the Hall upon the trial, ftate ſuch intimatien. 
' INQUIRY ro THE' CASES OF MESSRS. MUIR AND PALMER, 
The Gel of the Day having been read, the Earl of Lau- 
derdale roſe, agreeable to the notice he had given, to bring be- 
fore their Lordſhips the caſe of Meſſrs. Muir and Palmer, lately 
convicted before the Court of Juſticiary of Scotland, and ſen- 
tenced to tranſportation for fourteen years to Botany Bay. 
The ſubject neceſſarily drew forth a variety of obſervations on 
the criminal juriſprudence of Scotland; it occafioned his Lord- 
ſhip to make a ſpeech of very conſiderable length, and full of 
realoni , and reference of a dry and unimpreſhve nature: We 
| cance therefore pretend to powers equal to a correct, minute 
report of an argument ſo various, fo comprehenſive, and fo 
loaded with matter, that, however it might inform and inſtruct 
the calm reader in his cloſet, rather weighed down the mind of 
the hearer, than gave it buoyancy, and kept it ſufficiently alive 
to all the ſentences uttered, to retain them connectedly. Mr. 
Adam's ſpeeches in the Houſe of Commons have conſiderably 
aſſiſted us, as he very carefully went over the whole ground, in 
ſeveral long arguments, on the different days on which he 
brought the ſubject forward under different queſtions. With 
their aid we give the reader an outline of the main points 
treated of by the Earl of Lauderdale, but we pretend to do no 
more. His Lordſhip began with ſaying, that he ſhould ſhew 
want of taſte, if not of atteytion to their Lordſhips, were he 
not to apologize for the intruſion that he muſt neceſſarily make 
on their Lordſhips' time. Before he encountered the ſubject 
he would premiſe, that it was of ſuch a nature, ſo complicate 
and technical, and fo involved in legal difficulties, that even to 
a man of profeſſional knowledge, and profeſſional habits, it 
would be a queſtion that would demand all his reſearch, and 
all his powers. How then could he, who had not lived in 
rofeffional habits, preſume to meet and face the difficulty? 
The belt apology that he could make, was ſimply to fate to 
their Lordſhips the truth. Feeling a peculiar obligation to reſt 
upon him with regard to every thing that affected that part of 
the country to whith he particularly belonged, from ER 
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tude he owed. to thoſe who ſent him to that Houſe, more than 
any individual Lord that had the honour to repreſent the Peer- 
age of Scotland; owing to the unparalleled circumſtances in 
which, of all the Rep eſentative Peers, | he had the honour. to 
ſtand; ; he was led. to 15 at the trials which had lately tak 2N 

lace in that part. of the: Kingdom, and which had alen 

FP much of the public notice, and compare the ſentences 6 
on the . convicte, with thoſe which, had been, paſſe 
upon perſons convicted « of ſimilar offences when tried be 
the Courts 4 En Hand. His ſar 18 at the difference of Þ pur 
niſhmenr in the two co ntries, " his anxiety for the lee 
tranquillit) „and d char — of the country to which 

longed, led h . to 100 for antecedent 27 in the 5 or 


— 


in the ſtatute aw, of that country, tg jultify 8] eſe occedings. | 


He had done this in yain; not one caſe in the whole hiſtor 
of the Scotch, criminal law ſtood upon rears 800 x to juſtify, 
or even to countenance, the late proceedings. Nor was there 
a ſtatute exiſting by whi ch they could be 8 In this 
ſtate he thought it his uty, at the comme Aw by e ſeſ⸗ 
fon, to throw out his opinion on the ſubject; but he ab 975 
from ſooner bringing i it ſubefore their Lor ſhips for regular 
cuſſion, under an anxious hope, that, in conſequence of what 
| had paſſed elſewhere, it would ave found its way into that 
Houſe, in a legiſlative ſhape. That object being loſt, he way 
obliged, 3. a ſenſe of his duty, to bring it forward before 
judicial Court, to which it was well 17 8805 an N lay. am 
all other Courts but the Court of Juſt iciary in Scotland. Hi 
Lordſhip ſaid, he 1 as ſenſible of the general, ebe of 15 
porting the exiſting Government, and that men, de 
preſerving the order and happineſs, of ſociety, would be 241 
to apologize for the inaccuracies and errors which might abr 
tain in he moſt wholeſome ſyſtem : Caſes, however, 0 
occur, in 1 from particular eircumſtances, the con 

of the Court of Juſticiary might call for reviſion. *They 


knew, from the hiſtor 9 Great Britain, that caſes ſo ba 155 


49 might preſent themſelves, 2s, to render it negeſſar "for 
the ſub dier eollectiwely, to reſiſt che Government. mA 
God, it had . opp in the laſt century with ſucceſs, Or: the 


liberties of Engliſhmen would not, in altp Aae at. i this ya | 


ment have bad an i ik, - The do 157 ON elgre, th 
had juſt laid down, could not be 1 witho ur 8 
a libel on the Reyolution; and holding t this orion with re- 
gard to all conſtituted authorities, it was N true 
with regard to judicial, eſtabliſhments... Ef Admitted, in its 
fulleſt extent, the neceſlity of protecting the characters of the 
Judges and the conduct of the Cgurts of TOY from attack, 
or 
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or even from inſinuation of impropriety or unfairneſs. He 
profeſſed great perſonal reſpect for all the Judges of Scot- 
land. They were men of high character, great talents, and 


unimpeached integrity. He had been taught to reverence 


them from his earlieſt youth, and had lived' in habits of inti- 
macy with ſome of them as far as difference of years would ad- 
mit. He ſcrupled not therefore to ayow, that no duty could 
be more ſacred than reſpect to the Judges; but he expected 
it to be allowed him, that, like every other doctrine, it muſt 
have its bounds : There muſt be a neceffary limitation of the 
principle ariſing from a compariſon betwixt the magnitude of 
the evils of which. you may have reaſon to complain, and that 
of the danger which you are likely to create. If the ſentence 


of a Judge ſhould be ſuch as to be likely to do more injury 


to the manners and habits of the 'country, than the agitation 
and the animadverſions which he might make upon it could 
produce, he ſhould conſider it as his duty to bring the ſubject 

orward, and to prevent the greater evil by the leſs. | He con- 
ſidered the preſent caſes to be of a nature calculated, to ſtrike 


at the very foundation of all obedience, and conſequently cal- 


culated to engender diſcontent, intemperance, and diſorder, It 
was a ſubject therefore that demanded the moſt ſerious atten- 
tion of their Lordſhips; and however much he might feel the 
riſk, by bringing the ſubjeC forward, of incurring the imputa- 
tion of raſhneſs, he felt comfort from the circumſtances under 
which he did it, fince, if there was any poiſon in the agitation 
of the queſtion, its antidote would, be found in the prudence, 
ability, and knowledge of the Noble Perſons whom he was 
glad to ſee about him NO EE a ry os 99, 
There was one Noble and Learned Lord *, whom he had 
the happineſs to ſee in his place, who had for ſo many years 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf by the unparalleled attention, ſtrict im- 
partiality, and unqueſtionable juſtice with which he had decid- 
ed on the appeals from the part of the country in which the 
caſes now the ſubject of diſouſſion had ariſen; that his conduct 
on this occaſion was likely to make a much greater impreſſion 
in that part of the kingdom, than that of any other individual 
fn Chr 
The Noble and Learned Lord on the woolſack, he was alſo 
ſure, no prejudice would prevent from exerting his great talents 
on the preſent occaſion, either to juſtify and make manifeſt the 
correct conduct of the Court of Juſticiary, ſo as to do away the 


conſequence of his raſhneſs, or, if the proceeding were really 


liable to challenge, prevent the evils with which it was preg- 
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nant, by a ſeaſonable exerciſe of the undoubted inquiſitorial 
owers of the Houſe. We | 
He further owned, himſelf extremely happy to feel that, in 
provoking the reviſion he wiſhed to take place, the Scotch 
judges would be amply protected from any injurious impreſ- 
ſon his arguments could make againſt them, in their having 
an able defender in his Noble Friend near him (the .Earl of 
Mansfield), who had declared he would be ready to meet any 
argument on the ſubject that could be brought againſt the 


Court, and would defend and juſtify. their conduct. He 


thought the caſes of Mr. Muir and Mr. Palmer had been at- 
tended by circumſtances fo extraordinary and ſo peculiar, that 
they might be fairly conſidered as exceptions. to the general 
rule of precluſion againſt calling upon that Houle to reviſe the 
tranſactions that took place on their trials. All the analogies 
of the conſtitution were in favour of ſuch interference. There 
was an appeal from all other criminal courts in the kingdom, 
as well as from the ſupreme civil court of Scotland. Regarding 
the ſubject in this light, therefore, it became a duty to himſelf, 
as well as to thoſe who ſent him there, to bring the ſubject 
into review. In doing this, he diſclaimed all perſonal motives; 
he meant to mix no accuſations of the learned perſons of whoſe 
ſentence he complained; he meant to reſt his argument 
ſolely on the facts that he ſhould ſtate, and the authorities that 
he ſhould refer to. n 8 25 
An argument had been uſed, which it was of ſome conſe- 
quence to examine. It had been ſaid, Would you ſtrive to 
alter the laws that have exiſted ſo long, and which have given 


the country univerſal ſatisfaction ?“ Whether ſuch attachment 
erer did exiſt, and whether it exiſted at preſent, was a matter 


which, in his mind, was extremely doubtful. It could be de- 
termined from one only of four ways: 1. From the general 
voice of the people of Scotland with regard to their laws. 2. 
From the opinion of thoſe the moſt converſant, in the law. 
3. From the teſtimony of the writers on the ſubject. 4. From 
the hiſtory of the law, the changes it had undergone, and. the 
preſent practice. He would venture to ſay, that men would 
not attempt to juſtify the aſſertion, . that the people were 
attached to their law, and that they had been happy under it 


by an one of thoſe four methods of teſt. He had lived very 


much"in the country in the early part of his life, had ſeen a 
great deal of it lately, and he would venture to ſay, that men, 
in general, thought the criminal laws, under the practice of 
them that at preſent obtained, unjuſt; and that thoſe the moſt 


tarourable to Government thought them too harth and ſevere, 
Vorl. I., Mm | That 
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That the perſons the moſt converſant in-the Scots law had de- 


Iwered opinions againſt it, he could ſhew their Lordſhips from 
Mackenzie, Maclaurin, and every other author of eminence. 
The law of Scotland, conſidered with reſpect to the criminal 
law only, his Lordſhip aſſerted, was more analogous to the cri- 
minal law of England, and nearer to it for the two laſt centu- 


ries antecedent to the union of the two Crowns, than it had 


been ſince. This affertion the Earl ſupported, and illuſtrated 
by a variety of quotations of caſes from writers on the practice 
o& the Scotch criminal law in the 15th, 16th, and 17th centu- 
ries. Since the union of the two Crowns, he contended, that 
there had been a deviation from the former practice, which hat 


vitiated and ſtained the proceedings of their criminal judica- | 


ture; and if he could take the wide range of the old laws of 
Scotland, and the preſent, the ancient practice and the mo- 
dern, he ſhould be able to ſhew their Lordſhips, that the peo- 
ple could not feel any great attachment to a ſyſtem, under 
which, inſtead of the ſecurity and happineſs which it was 
aſſerted they had enjoyed, there had been conſtant and well- 
founded complaints. 'The Earl ſhewed from the ancient ano- 
nymous treaties, generally bound up with the Regiam Moje/- 
ratem, from Skeene, de Verborum Significatione, &c. and from va- 
rious ſtatutes, it appeared that none of the powers exerciſed by 
the Lord Advocate of this day, exiſted in the ancient practice 
of the criminal law of Scotland. The power of informations 
did not exiſt; and the precognition, which is now taken en 
parte, uſed to be taken in the preſence of the parties. The 
Lord Advocates at the Union, or ſoon after the Union, aſſumed 
all the power exerciſed by the Privy Council, and had aſſumed 
many powers which they did not poſſeſs. Formerly proſecu- 
tions originated from the individual; at preſent they muſt 
- originate with the Lord Advocate. Formerly a preſentment 
of offences was made by the Juſtices at the quarter ſeſſions; 


at preſent there were no ſuch preientments, and it lay entirely 


at the diſcretion of the Lord Advocate to take up caſes or 
ot. ä e 85, | 
A new practice had obtained, which cculd not be found in 
any of the books, and which was not founded upon any ftatute 
or law that he knew of. A paper of inſtructions was circu- 
tated to the ſheriff's officers, and that from an office unknown 
to any ancient writer on the law, the office of the Solicitor ta 
the Crown; and theſe inſtructions did not go upon the acts of 
Queen Ann, but oa the authority of another officer equally 
unknown, the Procurator Fiſcal. In ſhort, the whole practice 
of the law of Scotland, in regard to criminal procedure, his 
1 Lordſhip 
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Lordſhip ſaid, had undergone. a moſt material change ſince the 
Union: Not for the better, by aſſimilating it with the law of 
England, but for the worſe, as more unlimited powers were 
given by the change to the Advocate of the Crown, and the 


hands of the individuals the beſt calculated to know the con- 
dition, the neceſlities, the manners, and the habits of the peo- 


rerſe of the ancient practice. How then could the people of 
Scotland be prejudiced in its favour ? Or how could it be ſaid, 
that it had exiſted for ſo many ages to the welfare and proſpe- 


2 rity of the country? The queſtion which he was to agitate, 
of affected England as well as Scotland; for declarations had 
0- been made by men in high power, in favour of what they 
0- termed the benign ſyſtem of Scotland, and on the propriety of 
er introducing it into England. The benignity of this ſentiment, 
25 the Earl ſaid, would be manifeſt to every Noble Lord, who 
E would take the trouble of inquiring into the criminal juriſpru- 
o- dence of Scotland. 1 3 | 
ſ- His Lordſhip ſtated the nature of the motions which he 
a held in his hand; it was his intention, he ſaid, to move for the 
y production of papers to ſupport the objections which he had 
e to make againſt the late proceedings in the caſes of Mr. Muir 
Is aud Mr. Palmer. And the reaſon why he ſhould confine him- 
* ſelf to their caſes, was on account of certain peculiarities and 
ie marked diſtinctions between the allegations ſtated in the cri- 
d minal letters of Meſſrs. Muir and Palmer, and of the other 
d perſons tried afterwards, In the criminal letters or indict- 
. ments of the former there was clearly no charge of ſedition, 
t whereas in the ſubſequent. indictments ſedition was ſtated 
among the charges. After enforcing this obſervation, he ſaid, 
15 he ſhould propoſe to move an Addreſs to the Crown in favour 
Y of thoſe unfortunate perſons, whole caſes he thought not 
r merely moſt ſevere as to their perſonal ſuffering, but moſt in- 
jurious to the country at large. It was not his deſign, he de- 
n clared, to criminate either the judges or miniſters: He was anx- 
: ious only to induce their Lordſhips to redreſs grievances ariſing 
. from error, and to extend juſtice to choſe unfortunate perſons, 


1 ho, in his opinion, unjuſtly ſuffered in conſequence of that 
} error, In arguing the queſtion, he was not embarraſſed by the 
] want of materials; but, on the contrary, he was oppreſſed b. 
the quantity of matter; the extent and complication of whict 
| called upon him to arrange and ſimplify the ſubject, and to 
| ſele& only the prominent points, which he ſhou'd divide under 
ſeparate heads. The propoſitions which he meant to main- 
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whole power of originating proſecutions was taken out of the 


ple; ſuch arbitrary alterations were likewiſe made in all forms 
of proceeding, as to render it in almoſt every particular the re- 
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the major propoſition of either of their indictments; v 
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tain were: 1. That the crimes ſet forth againſt Thamas Muir, 
and Thomas Fyſche Palmer, were what the law: of Scotland 
termed legſing making; i. e. uttering words, or publiſhing 
matter, tending to breed diſcord between the King and his 
People, and that thoſe indictments charged no other crime 


whatever: And, 2. That the puniſhment of tranſportation 


could not, by the law of Scotland, be inflicted for the ſaid 
crime of /eaſing-making. There were alſo three ſpecial points 
in the caſe of Mr. Muir, on which he ſhould animadvert. The 
firſt was his challenge of, and objeCtion to, the jurors, being 
over- ruled; 2d, The admiſſion of evidence to prove criminal 
matter not ſtated or contained in the libel ; and, 3d, The de- 
priving him of the teſtimony of the witneſs, named William 
Ruſſel. | | 
Without going into a minute detail of the law of Scotland, 
his Lordihip faid, he could ſhew, from the book of the Regiam 
Majęſtatem, down to the lateſt authority, that there was no ſuch 
thiug as ſedition conſtituting a diſtin& and ſeparate offence, 


except the /editio regni, which was treaſon; every other fort 


of ſedition was fimple convocation or leaſing-making. From an 
inſpection of the criminal letters it could be nothing but /aſing- 
making ; and to prove this, he referred to the trials of Muir 
and Palmer, and read the preciſe words of the major and 
minor propoſitions. No ſuch thing as ſedition was ages in 
ereas 

in Margarot's indictment it was fo charged. To ſay that 
there was ſuch a latitude in the Scots practice, as that the in- 
dictments could all infer the ſame crime, though ſedition was 
ſet forth in ſome, and not in others, was a monſtrous propo- 
ſition, and by no means warranted by practice. In the famous 
plea of Sir George Lockhart for the Earl of Argyle, he faid, 
& Tt is alledged in the general, that all criminal libels, where- 
upon any perſon's life, eſtate, and reputation, can. be drawn 
jn queſtion, ſhould be founded upon clear, poſitive, and exprets 
Acts of Parliament; and the matter of fact which is libelled 
to be the contravention of thoſe laws, ſhould be plain, clear, 
and direct contraventions of the ſame, and not argued by way 
of implications and inferences.“ It was uniformly the prac- 
tice to ſtate preciſely the crime in the major propoſition; and, 
as ſedition was not ſtated in that propoſition againſt Muir and 
Palmer, their Lordſhips muſt agree with him, that the crime 
could be nothing but that of Jeafing-making. If ſo, he mult 
come to his next propoſition, that tranſportation could not be 
inflicted as the proper puniſhment under the law of Scotland. 
The Act of 1703 repealed all the former Acts for the puniſh- 
ment of this crime, and reſtricted it to an arbitrary — 
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a fine, impriſonment, or baniſhment. He gave the hiſtory of 


the Act, that its meaning might be thoroughly underſtood, 


and ſtated that, towards the end of the laſt century, when the 
oppreſfions that had been practifed naturally arouſed the in- 
dignation of the people, the elaim of right paſſed as a remedy 
in their imaginations for the evil. In 1701, however, ſeyeral 
oppreſſive trials having taken place, it was thought proper to 
give a further ſecurity to the people for their rights, and the 
Act immediately preceding that of 1703 ſhewed the ſenſe and 
temper of the Parliament on the ſubject. It clearly proved 
the Act of 1703 to be a law of mitigation, and as ſuch it cer- 
tainly ought to be interpreted; not merely becauſe it was a 
penal law, but becauſe it was the: expreſs purpoſe of the Act 


to mitigate the former penalties. In truth, baniſhment in that 


Act never could mean tranſportation, either from the mean- 
ing of the word in common language, or from the legal im- 
port of it in the law of Scotland. Tranſportation ſuppoſed 
that the Court had authority over the place to which they 
tranſported. But as Scotland never had colonies till the be- 
ginning of the preſent century, they Gould not exercife tranſ- 


portation. This was the opinion of Sir George Mackenzie, 


and it was rendered more clear by the caſe of Kennedy before 
the Sheriff, where the Lords reverſed the judgment of tranſ- 
portation, becauſe it was out of his juriſdiction, but affirmed 
the baniſhment. This was rendered {till more clear by the 
language of the Scots ſtatutes. The Act of 1609 makes a clear 
diſtinction between baniſhment and tranſportation, and en- 
acts them both in different parts of the ſame clauſe, to different 
degrees of guilt. The Act of 1703, which repealed the Act 
of 160g, enacted only the baniſhment, and left out the tranſ- 
portation. | That the Scots law clearly underſtood the differ- 
ence, was manifeſt in all their acts. In 1577 there was an 
Act againſt the tranſportation of horſes; and there was an 
illuſtration of the difference by the Act of Charles II. in 1670. 
The diſtinction was made ſtill more clear by the words in the 
ſentence of the Court in the caſe of Haggart againſt Hogg, 
which was baniſhment, with certification, that if he returned 
he ſhould be tranſported. The ſame ſentence was paſted on 
Elizabeth Kay for child murder, in 1699; and it was equally 
clear, from an examination of the caſes in which tranſportation 
had been inflicted fince the Union. It was conſtantly and 
uniformly uſed as a mitigation, and was applied only to three 
forts of caſes :—1. To capital caſes where the puniſhment had 
been antecedently reſtricted. 2. Lo capital caſes, where the 
Court inflicted a milder ſentence : And, 3. Where capital pu- 
niſhments had been inflicted, There was only a ſingle excep- 
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tion of a mobbing caſe in 1771, and this did not at all apply 
to the queſtion. It was made ſtill more clear by an examina- 


tion of the caſes of Jeaſing-making fince 1703. Mr. J. Dundas 


was tried for legſing- mating in 1712; and the caſe was cer- 
tainly a moſt ſeditious one; inaſmuch as Mr. Dundas had en- 
deavoured to prevail on the Faculty of Advocates to accept of 
medals from the Pretender, ſtriving thereby to encourage them 


to countenance his attempt to overthrow the then exiſting con- 


ſtitution and government of the kingdom. The crime was 
certainly moſt heinous, yet it was laid as mere leaſing-mabing 
on the Act of 1403, and reſtricted to the mild puniſhment of 


that ſtatute. The proſecutions in 1714 and 1715 were of the 


ſame kind; and Sir David Dalrymple, then Lord Advocate, in 
his plea on the occaſion, ſtated that the laws againſt legſing- 
making were anciently odious, on account of their extreme ſe- 
verity ; but ſince the happy Revolution, that crime, amongſt 
many others, had been removed ; what was uſeful in the Acts 
againſt leaſing- making was preſerved, the bitterneſs of the pu- 
niſhment was reſtrained, and ſo the odiouſneſs of the law was 
taken off, But a few years after the Act had paſſed, was this 
interpretation ſolemnly put upon it. | | a 

In the years 1714 and 1715, years. of alarm and trouble, when 
a rebellion was raging in the country, and armies were embo- 
bied in the field to pull down the preſent family, and to re- 
eſtabliſh arbitrary power, men who were tried for abetting this 
crime, were tried for l-a/eng-making, and ſentenced only to a 
ſmall fine and ſhort impriſonment. It was needleſs to enu- 
merate or to detain the Houſe by arguing the 6th and 25th of 
the preſent King, as they only empowered the puniſhment of 
tranſportation to the Scots Judges in the caſes whege it exiſted 
before. Nor could the ſentence paſſed upon theſe unfortunate 
perſons be juſtified by the Act of 17503, even if Tranſportation 
could be inferred from the word Baniſhment. That Act com- 
pletely aboliſhed the puniſhment of death applied to the crime; 
'and yet the circumſtance of their being liable to death on the 
event of their return from tranſportation, makes it poſhble to 
extend this puniſhment of death to the crime of leaſing- making; 
an expreſs contradiction of the ſtatute. 

The arguments drawn from the Act of 1696, and the argu- 
ments ſo much relied on reſpecting the caſe of Baillie, it would 
be material for their Lordſhips to attend to: The Act of 1696 
againſt fraudulent bankrupts had words very different from 
the Act of 1703; it gave the Judges the power of inflicting 
e baniſhment or otherwiſe, death excepted.” Under theſe 
extenſive words, which were not in the Act of 1703, they 
might claim the power of tranſportation z and yet no decifion 
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took place on the Ac till 1747. The caſe of Baillie in 1904, 
which had been brought forward in juſtification of the late pro- 
ceedings, was truly curious. That horrid Court, the Privy 
Council of Scotland; the juriſdiction of which could not be 
declined without incurring high treaſon by the Act of James VI. 
was ſtated to juſtify the procedure of the Court of Juſticiary. 
Laſt year the Noble Lord on the woolfack, in anſwer to Coun- 


fel at their Lordſhips' Bar, had ſaid, © Would you attempt to 


draw any argument from the practice of the iniquitous Privy 
Council, the worſe than Star Chamber of Scotland?“ He had 
no doubt but that Noble and Learned Lord would {till hold 
the ſame language with reſpect to this caſe. But what was 
the caſe? Baillie was agent of the Marquis of Tweegale's 
party againſt the party of the Marquis of Annandale. In the 
rage of faction, he was brought before this horrid tribunal, 
where the Lord Advocate was both the accuſer and judge, 
and there, as might be expected from ſuch' a Court, he was 
ſentenced to. pillory, tranſportation, declared infamous, &c. 
What was the confequence ? The day after the ſentence ſo 
monſtrouſly iniquitous, did it not appear that he was adviſed 
to petition the Parliament againſt it? But the Seſſion concluded 
ſo immediately afterwards, as to make it impoſſible then to 


preſent. his petition. On the commencement of the next 


Seſſion, the petition was preſented to the Houſe, and on the 


twenty-firſt day of the Seſſion, an Act of Liberation paſſed 


in his favour, Such was the caſe which the induſtry of the 
Crown lawyers of Scotland had brought in juſtification of 
their conduct. As they had brought it forward, he demanded 
the benefit of it. The petition for Baillie ſtated the hardſhips 
of the caſe from his long impriſonment. What however was 
his ſuffering in compariſon of that of the unfortunate Gen- 
tlemen in favour of whom he deſired to move their Lordſhips ? 
They were confined in the cell of a narrow and contracted 
ip, moiſt and damp, with twenty-four convicts of the moſt 
atrocious kind; and fo ſevere were their hardſhips, that one“ of 
them was, already, even nearly reduced to his laſt by extreme 
ulneſs, incurred by the hardſhips of his ſituation. He deſired, 
then, that their Lordſhips ſhould do what was done in the very 


caſe brought to juſtify the procceding—that they ſhould paſs an 


Act of Liberation. | | 
The Earl faid that he might reſt his caſe here, ſatisfied 
that there was no crime known to. the law of Scotland but 


_ ieaſtng-making z that tranſportation could not be inflicted for 
it; bat all the defences ſet up for the late proceedings had 
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crumbled down before inquiry; it was neceſſary however to 
obſerve, that if the ſentence had gone beyond what the law 
authoriſes, the execution of it had gone beyond the ideas even 
of thoſe who inflicted it. A circumſtance had come out pub- 
licly, which it behoved their Lordſhips to reflect on and con- 
ſider. The Lord Juſtice Clerk, ſince the trial, had declared 
himſelf perfectly ſurpriſed at the nature and extent of the 
ſentence he had paſſed. He had ſaid, that, in ſentencing theſe 
perſons to fourteen years tranſportation, in conſequence of 
which, they were to be ſent to Botany Bay “, it was not in his 
contemplation that they ſhould be confined to that place, or 
that they ſhould be prevented from going to any other, provided 


they did not return here; or that they ſhould be kept in ſer- 


vitude, and ſubjected to controul. The Lord Juſtice Clerk had 
declared, that his idea was, that the convicts were only to be 
baniſhed for fourteen years, on pain of death, if they returned 
to Scotland, but that they were to be at liberty all the time. 
Such was the idea of the Court that inflicted the ſentence; 
and certainly, when a Court had the power of inflicting an 
arbitrary ſentence, their definition of it ought to be moſt {trictly 
conformed to. From the inſtructions of Governor Philip to Sir 
John King, when ſent as Deputy Governor of Norfolk Ifland, 
the Earl read the following words: “The convicts being the 
« ſervants of the Crown for the time for which they are ſen- 
« tenced, their labour is to be for the Public. You are not 
« to permit any intercourſe or trade with any.ſhips or veſſels 
« that may ſtop at the iſland, whether Englith or of any other 
* nation, unleſs ſuch ſhips or veſſels ſhould be in diſtreſs.” 
Hence it appeared that the convicts ſervice was conſidered as 
the ſervice of the Crown during the time of their tranſporta- 
tion, and their labour was apportioned accordingly, conſe- 
quently a fentence was to be executed on them which was not 
only not inflicted, but not even in the contemplation of the 
judges. They might be made the ſlaves of malefactors, who 
had or bad not ſerved out their times, obliged to perform 3 
daily drudgery, and reduced of courſe to a ſituation the molt 
| horrid that human nature could experience. If Governor 
Philip were, by accident, to meet with the Lord Juſtice Clerk, 
and to be inquiſitive of the nature of the ſentence, he would 


The Court of Juſticiary does not paſs ſentence of tranſportation 7 
Botany Bay, but merely adjudges ſentence of tranſportation for ſeven ot 
fourteen years. The place, to which convicts under ſentenee of tran!- 
portation are ſent, reſts with the Executive Government of the count), 
who neceſi:rily ſend to the accuſtomed place of tranfportation at the time. 
Unfortunately a law of ne exeat regno is in force at Botany Bay, and a 
taches as ſoon as the convicts are landed. 
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| choſe to go away, or to - employ them in any toil. . Undoubt- 
edly every new week he would hear from the advocates for 
theſe ſentences different accounts of their nature, and would 
go away perplexed as to the courſe which he muſt take con- 


cerning them. | | | 
His Lordſhip ſaid, he muſt ſtill detain the Houſe, with re- 


which, in his mind, an Addreſs to the Throne was indiſpen- 
ſibly demanded: And firſt of the objection. or challenge 
made by him to his jurors, he ſtated the hiſtory of the Societ 

at Goldſmiths Hall in Edinburgh, and their proceedings apainſt 


quence of certain initial letters annexed to his name, croſſed 
it out of the books of the meeting. Five members of that 
Society were put upon Mr. Muir's jury, and therefore, he 
argued, that having pronounced upon him ſo marked a judg- 


jurors ought to have been admitted. To ſupport. his argu- 
ment in this particular, he ſtated the analogy of the law of 
England, as ſhewn in Hawkins's Pleas of the Crown, in Black- 
ſtone, &c. and it was ſtill more ſtrongly comformable to the 
ancient practice of the Scots laws, as had been ſhewn in the 
caſe of the trial of the Earl of Balmerino: © The Earl ob- 
« jected to the Earl of Dumfries, becauſe he had been ſolicited, 
and dealt with by prayer, to find the pannel guilty of the 
dittay: which being referred to the ſaid Earl his oath, he 
« denied any ſuch matter, that he either gave out ſpeeches of 
* the pannel's guiltineſs, or that he was ſolicited or dealt with 
« by prayer or otherwiſe. The Juſtice admits him in reſpect 
Hof his declaration. It is alledged againſt. my Lord Blan- 
* tyre, that he cannot be upon his aſſize, becauſe he has pub- 
© licly reported to ſundry, . that the paͤnnel, to his judgment, 
* 18 guilty of the dittay, and cannot be cleared thereof, which 
they refer to his Lordſhip's oath 3 who being ſworn, de- 
* clared, that he could not deny that he had ſpoken ſuch 
 * ſpeeches; whereupon he was repelled, and ordained to ſtand 
* aſide.” Here was a caſe perfectly in point; for the gen- 
tlemen of Goldſmiths” Hall had pronounced a judgment againſt 
Mr. Muir. Some of them too were in the King's ſervice; and 
one of them admitted that he thought this a proper chal- 
lenge; and ſo it was according to the ancient law of Scotland: 
* Nae man, wearing the King's clateſe or liverie, ſhall fit on 
the aſſize:“ And Sir George Mackenzie ſays, that out of 
the forty-five jurors, the defendant, by the ancient practice, 
could make a peremptory challenge to thirty of them, 

Vor, III, | 8 With 
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de told that he muſt not confine them to the iſland if they 


ferring to the three particular points in Muir's caſe, upon 
Mr. Muir previous to the trial, the Society having, in conſe- 


ment previous to the trial, Mr, Muir's challenge of them as 
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With regard to the ſecond point, his Lordſhip ſaid, that 
roof had been brought of criminal matter not in the libel; 
and he argued this as a fatal objection, particularly in a Scots 
trial, where the defendant was bound to give in a liſt of his 
witneſſes before-hand; and was not thus to be taken unawares, 
without limitation as to the period of time, and. without bein 
able to provide 'for his defence. His Lordſhip defined the 
form and component parts of an indictment or libel, ſtating it 
to conſiſt of a logical ſyllogiſm, a minor, major, and conclu- 
ſion, as our readers have already ſeen it defined by Mr. Adam 
in his arguments in the Houſe of Commons. 
The third point, he contended, was equally material. To 
withhold from Mr. Muir the benefit of the evidence of Ruſſel, 
on the ſcore of prevarication, was inconſiſtent with all fair 
proceeding, and with all rules of evidence. Prevarication 
might deſtroy the credibility of a witneſs, but .it could not 
make him incompetent. The diſtinction was ſo clearly un- 
_derſtood in the Engliſh praCtice, between credibility and com- 
etency, that there never was a moment's heſitation on the ſub- 
ject; and he inſtanced the very memorable and recent caſe in 
the trial of John Innes at Guildhall, London, where a witneſs, 
of the name of Wood, had acknowledged that he was guilty 
of perjury, and had called himſelf Borthwick; yet he under- 
went a long examination reſpeCting the facts of bo caſe; and 
it was not until the jury had returned their verdict, that he 
was committed for the perjury. It was alſo well underſtood 
in the Scots practice; For at the Circuit Courts at Dumfries, 
before Lord Coalſton, an objection was made to the evidence 
of James Rae, a witneſs for the King, that he ought not to be 
examined, becauſe he had, upon different occaſions, been ac- 
cuſed of perjury; but the judge ſaid, -this was not a reaſon 
for him to withhold his evidence from the jury; it might be 2 
reaſon for them not to believe it. And it was the general ſen- 
timent that they were always to favour and lean to that which 


could operate for the defendant in a criminal trial. Whether 


the Scots judges, in the late proceedings, had felt and acted 
upon this ſentiment, the treatment of the poor man who he- 
ſitated at taking an oath in a particular way, the treatment of 
Ruſſel, and the welcome given to Ann Fiſher's evidence, to- 
gether with the whole train of their conduct on the occaſion, 
would determine. e | 
He had detained their Lordſhips fo long, that the Earl ſaid, 
he would not much further intrude upon their patience 
There was but one more propoſition, which, if ic was well 
founded, as he believed and contended it was, would com- 
pletely demoliſh the whole of theſe ſentences, It was, = 
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the Court of Juſticiary were incompetent to carry on the trials 
without a warrant from the Crown for the ſpecific purpoſe. 
No trial before the Union of the two Crowns, had com- 
menced without authority under the King, ſignified under the 
King's warrant, or by a letter from the Secretary of State, au- 
thoriſing in the King's name ſuch a trial to be held. Before 
the Union, it was clearly and manifeſtly neceſſary that ſuch a 
warrant ſhould iſſue, and he contended that there was not a 
caſe ſince the Union where it had not iſſued. In the trial of 
Mr. James Dundas in 1712 it was produced; and ſo it was in 
the trials of Graham, Crawford, Hogg, Oliphant, Watſon, &c. 
tried in 1714 and 1915, If this then was true, what was al- 
together the caſe of theſe unfortunate perſons Meſſrs. Muir 
and Palmer? That they were tried by a Court not competent 
for the purpoſe, by jurors to whom there were valid and legal 
objections, upon charges not ſpecified according to law, where 
evidence was admitted of facts not alledged in the charges, 
where witneſſes not incompetent were rejected, condemned 
to a ſentence inapplicable to the charges, and that ſentence ex- 
ecuted in a way inconſiſtent with the ideas of the Court which 
pronounced the judgment. 

In the courſe of his ſpeech the Earl of Lauderdale made 
frequent references to the book of Sir George Mackenzie, and 
a variety of other authorities, and in all that he ſaid, reſpect- 
ing the particular proceedings on the trial of Mr. Muir, he 
aſſured their Lordſhips that he ſpoke of the facts in queſtion 
from that edition of the Trial generally conſidered as the 
moſt adverſe to the pannel. His Lordſhjp brought his copious 
and comprehenſive ſpeech near to a concluſion, with a warm 
appeal to their Lordſhips on the propriety of diſcretion veſted 
in judges. Whenever it was ſo entruſted, it was a ſort of le- 
gillative power, and ought of courſe to be exerciſed with the 
utmoſt delicacy. Man acting upon that power, painful and 
aſflicting as it muſt be to himſelf, would naturally look at all 
the precedents by which his diſcretion might be guided, and 
all the collateral circumſtances from which he might collect 
a rule of conduct. Had the Scots judges turned to the caſes 
in 1715, when a rebellion” was raging in the country, they 
would have found, at a time infinitely more perilous to the go- 
vernment than the preſent, ſimilar, or rather infinitely more 
glaring offences had been puniſhed with a very ſhort impri- 

ionment, and a ſmall fine. Had they looked to the conduct 
of the neighbouring country, England, to which one would 
imagine they would naturally have adverted, they would have 

found that the publiſhers of Paine's book, which Muir 

had only lent, were ſentenced to pay a fine of a hundred 
| Nu 2 pounds: 
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Pounds; and that in Ireland, Hamilton Rowan, the: author of 
the Letter which Muir only read, was ſentenced to two years 
impriſonment. Had they looked to the habits, the temper, 
and: the manners of the kingdom, they would hardly have 
inflicted a puniſhment ſo diſproportioned to the - puniſh- 
ments for the ſame offence in the neighbouring countries; and 
which conſequently muſt make all mankind view Meſſrs. 
Muir and Palmer as objects of pity rather than of guilt, and 
as ſufferers under a ſentence infinitely. exceeding in ſeverity 
the extent of their offences. © + I Situ 

In two countries united together by, the ſame intereſts, in- 
corporated under the ſame head, the adminiſtration of the 
law ought to have a reference to the ſyſtem of both. If a 
ſyſtem of criminal juriſprudence, ſevere and ferocious, pre- 
vailed in the one country, and a ſyſtem of juriſprudence mild 
and moderate exiſted in the other, what muſt be the conſe- 
quence? Diſcontent muſt be engendered in the country in 

Which ſevere puniſhments are inflicted; and in the other, fo 
far from viewing the perſon made the object of that extreme 
ſeverity, as an object of guilt, he would be cheriſhed as worthy 

of their applauſe. Nor was this all: The conſequences would 
{till be more ſerious, as the public-mind receives the impreſſion 
of ferocity from the ferocity of its government. As fluids 
partake of the nature and qualities of the materials that ſur- 

round them, ſo the paſſions of men imbibe their quality from 
the temper and character of the government. France was a 
melancholy example of this eternal truth; the horrid puniſh- 
ments, the cruel mogkery of all juſtice, which, under the old 
government, had ſo . aſflicted that people, had accuſtomed 
them to ferocity and horror, and at this day the effects of 
that ſyſtem were dreadfully viſible in the unexampled cruelties 
which ravaged the republic, and revolted the feelings of all 

Europe. It was of conſequence to their Lordſhips to think 

whether they were to countenance acts of ſeverity that might 

engender ſentiments of the ſame kind. The mild ſyſtem of 

Engliſh juriſprudence contributed more than any thing elſe to 

that humanity, which was the brighteſt feature in the character 

of Engliſhmen. It was not by the ſeverity of puniſhments 
that example was enforced, ſo much as by the certainty; and 

a Noble Lord, whom he had the honour to ſee in his place, 

had given his ſentiments on the pernicious effects of the ſeverity 

of puniſhments, that it was impoſlible for him to expreſs his 


own ideas in words ſo able, fo elegant, ſo clear, or ſo appli- - 


cable, He read the following pg from Lord Auckland's 
Treatiſe on the Principles of Penal Law, 3d edit. p. 12, 13- 
„ When the rights of human nature are not 6: 

| GP | thoſe 


r 
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ſtation he 1s leaſt likely to commit.“ 


Challenge of Jurors, the Exhibition of Evidence, &c. avowing 


Arai 15.] WOODFALL'S PARL1AMENTARY REPORTS, 277 


thoſe of the citizen are gradually diſregarded. Thoſe æras 
are in hiſtory found fatal to liberty, in which cruel puniſh- 
ments predominate. Lenity ſhould be the guardian of mo- 
derate governments: — Severe penalties, the inſtruments of 
deſpotiſm, may gives a ſudden check to temporary evils; but 
they have a tendeney to extend themſelves to every claſs. of 
crimes, and their frequency hardens the ſentiments of the peo. 

ple. Une loi rigaureuſe produit des orimes. The exceſs. of the 
penalty flatters the, imagination with the hope of impunity, 
and thus becomes an advocate with the offenders for the per- 
petranag ofthe. e,, could on 00d ee 
„ The convicts who have ſtolen cloth from the tenters, 
fuſtian from the bleaching- ground, or a lamb from the land- 
lord's paſture, know the law to have aſſigned death, without 
benefit of clergy, to each of their offences: But, in the depth 
of ignorance and profligacy, mere inſtinct informed them, 


that common humanity would recoil at the idea, and they re- 


lied for their ſecurity on the ingenuity of merey to evade the 
law. 71 225 i t ee ee 
Legiſlators ſhould then remember that the acerbity of 
juſtice deadens its execution; and that the increaſe of human 
corruptions proceeds, not from the moderation of puniſhments, 
but from the impunity of criminals. es - 200 29}7 
“In the promulgation of every new offence, let the law- 
giver expoſe himſelf to feel what wretches feel; and let him 
not ſeem to bear hardeſt on thoſe crimes, which in his elevated 
Lord Lauderdale aflerted that the truth and force of the 
extract he had read from the Noble Lord's book were: irre- 
ſiſtible; he therefore warmly recommended to their Lordſhips 
the contemplation of a ſentiment ſo eſſential to the happineſs 
of the two countries. It was not for the one more than for 
che other that he, that night, ſo urgently preſſed the conſider- 
ation of this topic: It was not for the relief of the unfor- 
tunate perſons themſ:lyes alone, but for the whole community, 
for the order and peace of ſociety; for the efficacy of good 
laws, and the obedience of a ſatisfied people, that he argued. 
Every conſideration dear to them as Britous and as Legiſlators, 
ought to urge them to interpoſe in time, and prevent the in- 
fluence of the error in judicial adminiſtration, which, in his 
conſcience, he thought had been committed by theſe proceed- 
ings. His Lordſhip at length concluded with moving, as - 
preliminary to his Addreſs, for the Production of the Papers, 
Records, &c. reſpecting the Trial and Sentence. of Mr. Muir, 
and any Minutes that might have been made in regard to the 


his. 
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his intention to follow up his motion, with others of a ſimilar 
nature, reſpecting Mr. Palmer, Mr. Margarot, and Mr. 
Skirving. ; N ry 
The Farl rg began by ſaying, that ſo ſevere an at- 
tack having been made upon that Court to which he had the 
honour to belong, he was ſure their Lordſhips would indulge 
| him in a reply, even at that late hour. I cannot, added 
he, defend my colleagues in office with their ability, but I 
will defend them with the ſame temper, calmneſs, and mode. 
Tation, with which they would defend themſelves, if they 
were here before you. Conſcious of their integrity, conſcious 
of the rectitude of their conduct, to all the powers of elo- 
quence, to all the vehemence of declamation, to all the arrows 
of invective, they would be contented to oppoſe the broad, 
the ſeven-fold ſhield of Juſtice, reaſon, and truth = 
„ Tempting as it is (continued the Earl) to follow the 
Noble Lord through the wide range he has taken, I will reſiſt 


that temptation, and confine myſelf cloſely to the queſtion. 


That your Lordſhips may the better judge how far I keep to 
this promiſe, I will attempt to ſtate, with preciſion, what I 
. conceive the real queſtion to be. I muſt entreat your Lord- 
ſhips to keep in conſtant remembrance, that, as you have no 
right of reviſion, you muſt take the verdi& to be perfectly 
correct. You muſt confider Mr. Muir as convicted of all the 
crimes libelled ; ſince, of thoſe crimes, the Jury have found 
him guilty. You muſt hold the proof to have been ſufficient ; 


ſince it was ſatisfactory to the Jury who tried the cauſe. The 


only queſtion, therefore, that does or can ariſe, is ſimply 


this: Was the puniſhment inflicted upon thoſe crimes, ſuch 


as is warranted by the uſage and principles of the law of Scot- 
land? Or, in other words, Did the Judges, in the ſentence 
which they paſſed, exceed the bounds of the legal diſcretion 
veſted in them by the wiſdom of the Conſtitution ?” 

His Lordſhip then entered into the general argument, and 
ſaid, he ſhould, perhaps, make himſelf better underſtood, if 


he reverſed the order that the Noble Lord had followed. 


ſhall begin (ſaid Earl Mansfield) by ſhewing, that if Mr. Muir 
had been indicted for leaſing- making, had he been tried under 
the Act of 1703, which he certainly was not, yet the fair in- 
terpretation of that very ſtatute, ſo much relted on for a dif- 
ferent purpoſe, would have fully warranted the ſentence of 
| baniſhment by tranſportation. It is attempted to take ſome 
advantage (faid his Lordſhip) of the very limited ſenſe uſually 
affixed to the word baniſhment in this country; but the true 
queſtion is, what ſenſe. it bears in the law of Scotland. # 
contend that, in that law, baniſhment has the ſame large, p10 
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tended meaning, that exilium had in the Roman law, which is 
not only mixed and mingled with the law of Scotland, but is, 
by expreſs ſtatute, declared to be the common law of the land. 
The Noble Lord has ſtated, very accurately, the different 
ſorts of baniſhment known to the Romans, but he has omitted 
to mention, what I beg leave to add for him, namely, that the 
word ex:/ium applies equally to them all, It could originally 
mean only the znterdiftic aque et ignis, the only ſort of baniſh- 
ment known in the time of the Republic; but the Romans, 
although they did / I believe, underſtand the philoſophy of 
enus and ſpecies as well as we do, ſaw no abſurdity in apply- 
ing the word exilium to the much ſeverer puniſhment, the 
deportatio ad inſulam, introduced in the reign of Auguſtus, Of 
this, my Lords, I will give irrefragable proof, by reading a 
ſhort paſſage from the Digeſt Book, xvii. title 22. Exiliun 
ſimplex eft, aut certorum locorum interdifio, aut lata fuga, ut 
omnium locorum præter certum locum, aut inſule vinculum, id eſt, 
relegatio in inſulam.” 5 | 
Fo ſhew the large ſenſe in which the word baniſbment is 
underſtood in the law of Scotland, I will adduce the authority 
of Sir G. Mackenzie, who has been repeatedly mentioned this 
day with great and deſerved praiſe. Speaking of that crime, 
which was by the Romans called ambitus, he ſays, the pu- 
nihment of it was deportatio, which was much like our baniſh- 
ment Your Lordſhips ſee at once, that it is only to tranſ- 
portation that the deportatio ad inſulam bears any ſimilitude. It 
is impoſhble -to deny, that tranſportation was a puniſhment 
known in Sir G. Mackenzie's time, as, in his Vindication of 
the Reign of Charles the Second, he expreſsly juſtifies the 
ſending to the Plantations thoſe men wao were taken at Both- 
well Bridge; and ſays, it was not cruelty, . but lenity, as it 
was commuting a capital baniſhment into exile > Exile is the 
very word he uſes. What clearly ſhews the ſenſe in which 
the courts of Scotland underſtood the word baniſhment, is, 
that in the ſentences which they pronounce, the word baniſh 
is generally uſed in the body of the ſentence, where the pu- 
niſhment is tranſportation.” After reading ſeveral extracts in 
proof of this, his Lordſhip ſaid, it would be eaſy to enlarge 
upon the ſubjedt, but he would not permit himſelf, eſpecially 
at that late hour, to dwell upon arguments, which were merely 
arguments ex abundantid, as they were technically called.“ I 
may fafely (continued the Earl) concede to the Noble Lord 


any interpretation he chuſes ij put upon the Act of 1703, as 


it will not affect the queſtion yn the ſmalleſt degree. Muir 


was not tried for leaſing-making, as the indictment clearly 


ſhews ; 
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ſhews: Compare the indictment with that in the caſe alluded 
to in 1712, and mark the difference, The indictment in 
1712 has, in almoſt every ſentence, a reference to the AQ of 
1703, and to the previous Acts therein recited. There is not 
the leaſt mention of them in the indictment of Mr. Muir. 
The Noble Lord has argued, as if Muir had been found guilty 
of only one offence : What ſay the Jury ? 'They find him guilty 
of the crimes libelled ; that is, of a the crimes, though his 
principal offence was real active ſedition, that ſpecies of ſedi. 
tion, which conſiſts in exciting the people againſt the eſta. 
bliſhed Conſtitution ; that. ſpecies of ſedition, which, in the 
Regiam Majeflatem, is called ſeditio regni; and which Skeene, 
in his tranſlation, calls ſedition againſt the realm. This 
ſeditio regni is by Sir G. Mackenzie, who ranks leaſing- making 
among verbal injuries, made a diſtinct head of offence. He 
calls it a commotion of the people, aſſembled without lawful 
authority, and which has for one of its objeCts (I need not go 
into the others) mutationem reipublice. He calls it a commo- 
tion, but it will furely not be maintained that actual commo- 
tion is of the eſſence of this crime. Your Lordſhips all know, 
that the mode of perpetrating crimes varies according to the 
temper, the manners, and the complexion of the age. Thus, 
to take a memorable inſtance that occurs to me in the hiſtory 
of France, in the time of Katherine of Medicis, poiſoning 
was much more frequent than open affaſſination. The mode 
of perpetrating the «crime was different, the guilt the ſame. 
I will not trouble your Lordſhips with the application; it is 
_ eaſy and obvious. Mr. Erſkine, one of the lateſt and beit 
writers upon the law of Scotland, ſays expreſsly, Real ſe- 
dition is inferred from an irregular convocation of a number 
of people, without lawful authority, tending to obſtruct or 
trouble the peace of the community.“ This {edition was high 
treaſon by the law of Scotland, and, without the Act of the 
7th of Queen Anne, would be fo at this day. From the 
paſſing of that Act it ceaſed to be treaſon, but did it, there- 
fore, ceaſe to be a heinous crime? The Noble Lord ſeemed to 
hint an opinion to that effect; he infinuated, that real ſedi- 
tion being no longer treaſon, the offence is done away: That 
was his expreſſion, but he ſurely will not ſeriouſly maintain 
ſuch an opinion! Where the Legiſlature, upon grounds of 
policy, makes that criminal which is not malum in ew this 
applies to many of our revenue, laws the moment the ſtatute 
is repealed which made the offence, the guilt ceaſes. The 
crime, which is the creature of the law, dies with it; but not 
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which ſtrike at the root of ſociety, and muſt in every civilized . 


country be crimes either under poſitive enactment, or at eom- 
mon confuetudinary law. | | 1 

« Muir's ſedirion; being no longer a capital offence, falls 
into the very numerous claſs of offences at common law which 
are ſubje& to what is called arbitrary puniſhment. . I hope 
the delicacy of your Lordſhips' ears will not be offended by 
the harſh ſound of the word arbitrary. You would uſe the 
ſofter word diſcretionary z but you will remember, that much 


of the legal phraſeology of Scotland is borrowed from the 


Roman law: : Panas arbitrarias wocant, que non certd lege de- 
finiuntur, fed arbitrio judicis relictæ ſunt. | 
“There is one ground here of diſtinction that pervades the 
whole criminal law of Scotland, which I ſhall endeavour to 
ſtate in the very words of one of the earlieſt writers upon the 
ſubject. In his ſhort chapter upon the diviſion of crimes, he 
ſays, Crimes are puniſhed by a lawful pain ſpecially ſet 
down and preſcribed by the law, or the pain thereof is arbi- 
trary. I can ſafely venture to affirm, that the crimes of the 
laſt deſcription, viz, thoſe left to arbitrary priniſhment, are 
much more numerous than thoſe to which a ſpecial pain is 
affixed by poſitive law. | 
To conclude the argument, it is. neceſſary to ſhew, that 
tranſportation is an arbitrary puniſhment well known and long 
eſtabliſhed in the criminal law of Scotland. It is expreſsly re- 
cogniſed eo nomine as a legal puniſhment in the famous Act of 
1701, which is the Habeas Corpus of Scotland, the great bul- 
wark and guardian of our perſonal liberties. I will here fairly 
confeſs an apprehenſion I entertain upon this part of the ſub- 
jet. I know. that your Lordſhips are ſenſible that the law 


of Scotland forms the only rule by which this queſtion can be 


tried; but I know alſo, that it is difficult even for your wiſdom 
to abſtract entirely from your knowledge of the law and prac- 
tice of your own country. In England, I believe, ſentence 
of tranſportation is never paſſed but as a mitigation of puniſh- 
ment for a capital offence, or under the ſanction of particular 
ſtatute. Not ſo in the law of Scotland. I will read to your 
Lordſhips various ſentences of the Court of Seſſion inflicting 
the puniſhment of tranſportation for no capital offence, — 
under the ſanction of no poſitive law.” | 3 
His Lordſhip then read from the Acts of Sederunt, pub- 
hed by Tait, ſeveral ſeutences by the Court of geſſion, of 
tranſportation for 'fraudulent bankruptcies, for eraſing an in- 
terlocutory, for perjury, and ſubornation of perjury, which, 
e obſerved, were not ſubjected to tranſportation by ſtatute z 
is the Act of George the Second, inflicting tranſportation on 
Vor,, II. To: _ perjury, 


j 
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perjurys and ſubornation of perjury, does not extend to Scot- 
land. | 1858 Vi 

« The Noble Lord (continued he), in order to elude the 
preſſure of theſe precedents, has endeavoured to eſtabliſh a 
diſtinction between the Court of Seſſion and the Court of Juf. 
ticiary, and to maintain, that the Court of Seſſion might, 
perhaps, in virtue of their nobile officiumy be authoriſed to inflict 
ſeverer puniſhment. Thaugh I am far from admitting this 
doctrine, I will wave the diſcuſſion for a reaſon which your 


Lordſhips will inſtantly perceive. I hold in my hand an eu 


tract from the records of the Court of Juſticiary : Out of many 
inſtances of tranſportation ſent me by the Gentleman who 
made the reſcant, I have ſelected thoſe which appear to me 
to be directly in point.” His Lordſhip then read eleven or 
twelve ſentences of tranſportation paſſed by the Court of Juf- 
ticiary for battery, for mobbing at elections, and for ſwindling. 


<« Theſe, my Lords (ſaid the Earl), are recent inſtances, and 


directiy applicable, as I conceive. I hope it will not be con- 
tended, that the offences of which Muir was found guilty are 
leſs heinous oftences than battery, than ſwindling, and mob- 
ing at an election! The reſult of the whole then is ſimply 
this; upon offences of a heinous nature, and which would 
formerly have amounted to treaſon, the Court of Juſticiary, 
according to the eſtabliſhed law of Scotland, have inflicted the 
ſevereſt arbitrary puniſhment, thinking it the only puniſhment 
adequate to ſuch crimes. Heavy fines are not uſual in Scot- 


land, and the ſevereſt fine would have been only a tax upon 


Mr. Muir's friends and adherents, by whom it would hare 
been immediately paid. Long impriſonment is unuſual, cloſe 
impriſonment unknown; fo that the ſending them to priſon 
would have been opening a ſhop, or warehouſe, for ſedition. 
Baniſhment to England would have been prepoſterous: It 
would have been, not puniſhment, but reward. Beſides, my 
Lords (continued the Earl), do we ſeriouſly mean to ſay, that 


we with the Judges of Scotland to reaſon and act with reſpect 


to England in this manner: We will take care of our own 
part of the united kingdom, but we are indifferent to the fate 
of yours; we will free ourſelves from the contagion, but we 
will ſend the peſtilence to you !* I will ſtop ſhort here, as ! 
perceive that I am going beyond what the ſtrict line of argu- 
ment requires. If I have been at all ſucceſsful in ſhewing that 
the ſentence paſſed is warranted by the practice and principles 
of the law of Scotland, the whole queſtion is at an end. As 
your Lordſhips have no right of reviſion, if the diſcretion 
exerciſed was legal, you are bound to preſume it wiſe. 


| « Having 
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c Having ſaid thus much, may I not be permitted, before I 
ſit down, to lament at leaſt the treatment which the Judges of 
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. | Scotiand have received? Your Lordſhips all feel, the Noble 15 
0 Lord has himſelf admitted, that it is of the greateſt national 48 
i importance to maintain inviolate the public reverence for the 1 
yy courts of law. The wiſdom, the purity, the firmneſs, and 4 
5 reftitude of our tribunals, have long been the pride, the glory, 1 
70 the happineſs of this country; the admiration and envy of 388 
ms every other. Of this pride, of this glory, of this happineſs, I 
n ſay it confidently, Scotland has her full ſhare.” Speaking of 
2 my colleagues in office, I am warranted in ſaying, that at no 
ko riod of time was the Court of Juſticiary better compoſed.” I 3 
* have not the pleaſure of perſonal acquaintance with the Lord 1 
2 Juſtice Clerk, but I have long heard the loud voice of fame, 1 

that ſpeaks of him as a man of pure and ſpotleſs integrity, of 1 
G great talents, and of a tranſcendent knowledge of the laws of 1 
4 his country. His affociates are men of equal integrity, and of 184 
8 very diſtinguiſhed merit. They have acted upon this occaſion 
* in a manner worthy of themſelves, worthy of their characters, 
y worthy of the rank they hold in the general eſtimation of man- 
, kind; with manly firmneſs they have diſcharged a painful but 

neceſſary duty. They were well aware, from the temper of 
6 the audience at the time, that they ſhould be expoſed to po- 


. clamour, and its conſtant attendant popular obloquy; 
ut they felt hat within them, which would not ſuffer them, 
from any conſideration, to deviate a hair's breadth from the 
line of conduct their duty had drawn. They felt that their 
characters, and the whole tenor of their public lives, gave 
every one of them a right to ſay, what was ſaid by a great 
Magiſtrate of old, and repeated in our day“, on an occaſion not 
diſſimilar to the preſent, Ego hoc animo ſemper Fob ut invidiam 
virtute partem gloriam non invidiam putarem. They knew that 
there are times and circumſtances in which popular obloquy 
is the height of praiſe; they knew that he who ſuffers the 
firmneſs of his mind to be ſhaken by popular breath, he who 
will let his public conduct be influenced by any perſonal re- 
gards, can never fill the ſeat of judicature as he ought, can 
never diſcharge her great and awful functions with honour to 
himſelf, or advantage to the Public. 
« I will detain your Lordſhips no longer, than to return my 
ſincereſt thanks for your indulgence, and to make one requeſt 


which your juſtice will not refuſe. Vour Lordſhips all know 

how little I am accuſtomed to treat ſubſects of this kind. If, 

therefore, there has been much want of clearneſs and precifion 
in the courſe of the argument, your Lordſhips will refer that 

| By the late Earl of Mansfield. ; | Fr, F 15 
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defect to its true ſource; you will aſcribe it to the inability of 
the ſpeaker, not to any weakneſs in the cauſe he has endea- 
voured to defend.“ | | | 

His Lordſhip concluded with declaring, that he ſhould it 
down in the confident hope, that, before the cloſe of the debate, 


the ſubject would be diſcuſſed by thoſe, who, to their great and 


ſplendid ralents, add all the advantages of profeſſional know- 
AA 3 | 
Lord Hay (Earl of Kinnoul) ſaid, after the able ſpeech of the 
Noble Earl it was not neceſſary for him to detain their Lord- 
ſhips any length of time; but from all that he could collect, 
he was decidedly of opinion, that the Court, to whoſe upright, 
equitable, and juſt conduct he could bear teſtimony (for 
though his teſtimony was not wanted, it was a ſatisfaction ſor 
him to give it), had done their duty fairly, wiſely, and well. 
His Lordſhip ſaid, he wiſhed the ns 1 had not been 
agitated. It was a matter of nice and ſerious conſideration to 
arraign the conduct of the judges, and ſtill more ſerious, to 
overturn the whole code of criminal judicature of Scotland, for 
nothing ſhort of that appeared to him to be the object of his 
Noble Friend. His Lordſhip ſtated a variety of caſes, and read 
many extracts, which extended his ſpeech to ſome length. 
The Lord Chancellor ſaid, he did not riſe to enter into the 
matter at large; it was wholly unneceſſary after the moſt 
able ſpeech of his Noble Friend the Noble Earl in the green 
ribband. His Noble Friend had given, as it were, demonſtra- 
tive proof of the fallacy and futility of the Noble Earl, who 
with great eloquence, great labour, and great ingenuity, had 
gone through ſo large a compaſs, and endeavoured to eſtabliſh 
ſome charge or other againſt the Court of Juſticiary of Scot- 
land. The Noble Earl in the green ribband had ſtated the 
general principles of the law of Scotland ſo well, that he had 
left him nothing to add upon it; the propoſitions he ſtated 
were ſo plain, ſo clear, and fo evident, and the reaſoning he 
had urged in ſupport of them fo ſatisfactory, that he was ſure 
their Lordſhips were perfectly convinced on that ſubject. 
The Noble Earl had argued it, as if he were himſelf a judge, 
with temper, with reaſon, and with knowledge. He had pro- 
ceeded to ſtate the character and conſtitution of the Court to 
which his motion referred; and had done it with the energy 
of truth, without the ornament of declamation, in ſo able a 
manner, that he ſhould conceive it would hurt the cauſe of 
juſtice, were he to enter upon theſe topics after the Noble 
Earl, and to attempt to tread in the ſame ſteps, becauſe he 
might injure the impreſſion by endeavouring to improve it. He 
would therefore confine himſelf to a few matters which the 


Noble Earl had not touched upon, but which might be, 


perhaps, 
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perhaps, the fringes of the argument, matters merely inciden- 
tal, which if not noticed, might poſſibly be confidered as in- 
capable of an anſwer. With regard to the challenges to the 
jur 
"cepolitengin, and abſurd. It had been objected that ſome of 
the jury who tried the cauſe had made a declaration to ſupport 


the conſtitution, and to defend it againſt its opponents; he. 


meant the declaration of the Goldſmiths! Hall Aſſociation. 


That declaration was perfectly right and juſtifiable, fince it 


went no farther than every honeſt man would wiſh to go, 
namely, to ſtate an abhorrence of ſeditious practices. If the 
ground of this objection was to be held a ſolid one, there could 
not be a jury of honeſt men in the kingdom fit for the trial. 
Suppoſing that a highwayman was put upon his trial, and he 
were to challenge any of his jury, on the ground that they had 
either entered into an aſſociation, or joined in a ſubſcription to 


protect their property againſt depredation, ought they on ſuch 


an objection to be ſet aſide as jurymen? Upon ſuch a challenge 
as that inſiſted on in the caſe of Muir, we might proceed to 
rei=Ct all the authority of the law itſelf, as a rule of action for 


men in a ſocial ſtate; and to the character of all judges, as the 


expounders of that law : This would at once put an end to all 
law, and filence the opinion of all lawyers upon a queſtion of 
ſedition. As well might it be faid that all thoſe, who, many 


years ago, entered into a determination to oppoſe, and expreſſed 


their deteſtation of an offence that at that time had grown 
into uſe, ſuch as knocking a man down in the ſtreet, and af- 


terwards robbing him, were diſqualified to form a jury to try 
any perſon who had been guilty of that offence, becauſe they 
were declared enemies of ſuch practices; would any man he-. 


ſitate to pronounce that ſuch challenges, if admitted, were a 
mockery of juſtice ? | Yo | 

With reipect to the ſecond objeCtion, viz. that matter had 
been allowed to be proved which was not ſtated in the in- 
dictment, it was idle, ſince it could not be denied that the 
Lord Advocate waved what he had a right to inſiſt on in that 
re ſpect, which ſo far argued that there was no har ſhneſs in the 
proſecution; and he was not a little aſtoniſhed to hear it ſup- 
poſed, that it added to the objection, that what paſſed at 
Goldſmiths' Hall, paſſed previous to the charge libelled. 
There would have been ſome ground to complain if it had 
paſſed ſubſequently, as in that caſe it would have been a valid 
objection. With regard to the conduct of the Court on the 
evidence of Ann Fiſher, his Lord{hip declared that he believed 
no man in this country, who pretended to be a lawyer, could 


blame the Court upon that ſubject. It had been ſtated, as a 
7 | | third 
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third objeCtion, that Ruſſell's evidence had been denied to 
be admitted; nothing ſurely could be more juſtifiable, than 
_ refuſing to admit the teſtimony of a man clearly wilful in per- 
fiſting to deny what he muſt have known. The Noble Earl 
had ſtated, that a witneſs had been improperly committed for 
prevarication, and afterwards rejected by the Court improperly. 
In the firſt place, that witneſs was not committed for prevari- 
cating in his anſwers; he was committed for refuſing to an- 
ſwera queſtion, when it was evident that he muſt have been 
able to anſwer. The queſtions put to him were plain and ſim- 
ple, and related to a converſation which had taken place only 
three days before his examination. He ſaid he could not tell 
when: The truth was, he 4vor/d not tell. And here he could 
not help taking notice of the general obſervations of the Noble 
Earl who brought this motion forward, who faid, that the rules 
of the admiſſibility of evidence were general; from this he diſ- 
ſented; the rules were not general, they were not the ſame in 
England as they were in Scotland. In England, the Court judged 
of the competency or admiſſibility of a witneſs only, and left his 


credibility to the jury. In Scotland it was otherwiſe; for there 


the Court had power to determine whether he ſhould be examin- 
edor not; and, generally ſpeaking, no defendant, he was pretty 
ſure, had any reaſon to complain of this rule. In nine cafes out 
of ten it mult operate in favour of the defendant. If the Noble 
Earl had given himſelf the trouble to be well informed upon 
the ſubject, he would have known how vague all general 
reaſoning mult be reſpecting it, becauſe the thing itſelf was 
not governed by general rules, but by the particular practice 
of the law of particular countries. So different, for inſtance, 
was the law of England from the law of Scotland, in ſaying 
what ſort of perſon ſhould not be examined, that the law of 
the two countries had not the moſt remote reſemblance. In 
England, in any parochial caſe, a pariſhioner could not be ex- 
amined]; nor could a corporator in a queſtion belonging to the 
| borough of which he was a member. The law of England ſaid 
he ſhould not be examined, becauſe it was poſſible he might 
be intereſted in the event: This rigour was found to be too in- 
convenient in ſome inſtances to admit of the due adminiſtration 
of juſtice, but it could not be abated but by a poſitive Act of 
Parliament, which was paſſed for that ſpecific purpoſe. That 


was not at all the caſe of the law of Scotland, for by it the 


Court were to ule their diſcretion as to the admiſſibility of a 
witneſs. His Lordſhip particularly mentioned the practice in 
a voire dire in England, and explained in what manner it ap- 
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He owned himſelf perfectly aſtoniſhed at the Noble Earl's 
argument, that the Court of Juſticiary was incompetent to try 
either Mr. Muir or Mr. Palmer without a warrant from the 
Secretary of State? It might poſſibly happen in the caſe of 
Mr. James Dundas in 17 12, that a warrant had been ſent down, 
but that one ſolitary inſtance proved nothing. Did it ever enter 
ſeriouſly into the head of any man, in the leaſt degree acquainted 


with the laws of this, or of that country, that the warrant of 


the Secretary of State was neceſſary to found the juriſdiction 
of the Lord Advocate to bring ſuch a perſon to trial, or that 


the Court was not competent to try criminal cauſes, when its 


very inſtitution deſtined it to that object? The thing was 
really ſo much beyond the limits of a rational diſpute, that 
it was not worth a ſerious argument; indeed he could hardly 
truſt to his own comprehenſion, and be ſure he heard the Noble 
Earl aright, when he thought he heard him maintain the af- 
firmative of that propoſition 3 he could not have ſo ſtated it, 
if he had not loſt fight of all reflection on the authority of 
the law of Scotland, and had been running a race for the pur- 
poſe of finding ſomething in the ſhape of objections to the 
trial in queſtion. - | . | | 
Upon the caſe of Dr. Baillie his Lordſhip obſerved, that 
by that caſe it was evident that the judges, who pronounced 
judgment upon him, thought that tranſportation was included 
in the word Baniſhment; and he believed it would not at this 
day be queſtioned whether thoſe judges underſtood the law of 
Scotland, and which had not been altered to the preſent hour. 
Should he however agree, for the ſake of the argument, that 
the proceedings on Baillie's trial were unjuſt, and even illegal, 
and decided with a party ſpirit, how would the cafe then ſtand? 
It would then be ten times ſtronger for the argument in fa- 
vour of the ſide of the queſtien he meant to ſupport. The 
ſentence on this perſon was not put in force, for he had a 
Parliamentary pardon. But on what ground? The counſel 
for Mr. Baillie were acute men, and not likely to loſe fight of 
any point that was in favour of their client. Did they inſiſt 
that his baniſhment did not ſimply imply tranſportation? No- 


thing like it. They alledged, that, in ſaying what he had ſaid, 


he was bound to do fo; and that if he had concealed what he 
had to ſay, he would have been guilty of miſpriſion of treaſon, 
and it was under that idea the conviction was ſet aſide. Not 
mat if the conviction was right upon the fact, the judges were 
not right upon the law ariſing out of that fact, in pronouncing 


on him a ſentence of baniſhment z and to carry that baniſh- 


ment into effect, they ordered him to be tranſported. In re- 
; gard 


285  WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Los, 
gard to the caſe of Baillie his Lordſhip ſaid, the whole hiſtory 


of it would be found in Burnet's Memoirs. 

The difference between the law of England and the law of 
Scotland, with regard' to crimes puniſhable as felonies, and 
thoſe offences which in England are called mifdemeanours, his 
Lordſhip ſaid, was clear and diſtinct. Indeed, the caſes which 
eſtabliſhed the diſtinctions in theſe points between the laws 
of the two countries were ſo numerous, that he wondered that 
any perſon, eee to know any thing of the law of either, 
ſhould be ignorant of that diſtinction. He would go further; 
for he was confident that the Gentlemen whoſe trials this 
motion alluded to, might have been convicted on the AQ of 
Parliament of the year 1703, if they had been indicted on it, 
He therefore found himſelf under the neceſſity of differing 


from the Noble Earl, in almoſt all he ſaid, on the preſent ſub- 


ject, and of agreeing with the two Noble Earls who had ob- 
jected to the motion, | | 


There was one point, however, in which he differed from a 


Noble Earl (Kinnoul), who had expreſſed a wiſh this ſubje had | 


never been brought under ſo much difcuſſion. On the con- 
trary, he was happy it had been brought under diſcuſſion in 
every place; he meant in every reſpectable place in which it 
had been brought under diſcuſſion ; for diſcuſhon and inveſti- 
gation had contributed to diſpel that calumny which flew in 
the dark, and tended to purify the characters of the judges 
who had acted upon theſe trials. They would have conſo- 
lation from all theſe diſcuſſions, and particular conſolation from 
the reſult of the labours of the Noble Earl, who had brought 
this ſubject before their Lordſhips; with great diligence, in- 
genuity, and abilities, he admitted; but in a manner which 

roved the weakneſs of the cauſe in which he was engaged. 
He had not ſo much ſpecified his objections to particular 
points, as he had infiſted on the general topics againft the 


whole of the code of the Scotch law. In doing this, he acted 


wiſely ; for where the citadel was ſtrong, it was prudent to attack 
it by diſtant approaches; ſuch a citadel was not to be taken by 
ſtorm; it was ſound policy therefore in the Noble Earl to 
take a large compaſs, becauſe there was no other way to make 
an impreſſion. For this purpoſe the Noble Earl had ſtated to 
their Lordſhips, the ſuperior wiſdom of the law, and the li- 
berality of its expounders, in the 12th and 13th centuries. 
Perhaps their Lordfhips might not be able to agree with the 
Noble Earl, or join with him in his panegyrics' on the ſu- 
periority of thoſe days over the preſent; the Noble Earl ſeem- 


ed to think that good order, and the happineſs of ſociety, 
| | | welke 
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ere then at their height; and that the ſubſequent alterations 


of the law, and the labours of lawyers to explain the law, had 
tended to confine inſtead of expanding the principles of liberty. 
His object appeared to be a general reform; and, like all ge- 
neral reformers, his ideas ſeemed better fitted for a general de- 
ſtruction of the whole ſyſtem, than for any ſpecific amend- 
ment of a particular part. He was not a little ſurpriſed how- 
ever that, in his copious enumeration of general defects, the 
Noble Earl had not the goodneſs to communicate to their Lord- 
ſhips what remedy he intended to apply. He had merely 
hinted that the laws of Scotland ſhould be aſſimilated to the 


laws of England. He believed there was no real neceſſity for 


that aſſimilation; and that if the Noble Earl was to proceed 
to it, he would ſoon find himſelf under the neceſſity of al- 


tering the laws of England alſo. He doubted whether that 


could be done with advantage to either country; at leaſt, 
whenever it was done, it ſhould be done with a very wiſe, if 
not a very ſparing hand: And- the inclination of his mind 
was that both laws ſhould, for the preſent, remain as they 
are. | | 

Much cenſure had been heaped on the late proceedings of 
the Court of Juſticiary in Scotland, and the judges muſt take 
their ſhare of blame upon the ſubject. He would not, he ſaid, 


enter into a laboured panegyric on thoſe judges; no part of 
their conduct called for it. Enough was it for him to ſay that 


they were men of known integrity, diſtinguiſhed talents, and 
thorough knowledge of their profeſſion. In the late inſtance 
they had clearly proceeded on the precept of the Apoſtle, 
© be juſt, and fear not.” They had acted, he believed, upon 
the principles of truth and juſtice, as they ſhould anſwer to 
their God and their country; and they had behaved with a 
manly firmneſs. When the trial had commenced, they found 
their Court ſurrounded with a mob and a clamour; inſtead 
of being influenced by it, they purſued their object calmly but 
ſteadily, and diſcharged their duty faithfully. The event and 
conſequence proved that they did right. They ſaw riot and 
tumult ſubſide into regularity and good order. They ſaw the 
magiſtracy ready to ſupport them, and ſubordination and de- 
corum enforced. He had converſed, his Lordſhip ſaid, with 
leveral perſons of intelligence who had come up from Edin- 


burgh, men well acquainted with the Scotch law, and un- 


doubted character, on the ſubject. Some of them their Lord- 
ſhips had ſeen at their Bar, who all concurred that the trial had 
been correct in point of form, complete in the amount of 
cy1dence, and ſatisfactory to the jury, and that their verdict 
Was legal and well- grounded. They agreed alſo that the ſen- 
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tence was ſtrictiy conſonant to the practice of the Court of 
Juſticiary and conformable to law. Nor had he heard of 
any profeſſional man who objected to it in the ſmalleſt de- 
gre, one or two profeſſional men excepted. In ſhort, ſo ge- 
neral was the approbation of the conduct of the Court, that 
err man of character and property in Scotland joined in 
ſentim:nt upon it; every man of rank, every man of fortune, 
eve: y anftocrat merchant, every ariſtocrat tradeſman, every 
worthy individual, approved highly of the conduCt of the 
Judges. In fact, no murmur or doubt whatever was enter- 
tained reſpecting it but by the Sans Culottes of Edinburgh. 
The Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, it would ill become him, after 
having experienced fo large a ſhare of their Lordſhip?” in- 
dulgence, if he were to treſpaſs a ſecond time long upon their 
patience, but he neceſſarily muſt with, as ſhortly as poſſible, to 
make {ome reply. The queſtion and his argument had been 


treated in an extraordinary way; but neither declamation nor 


invective ſhould deter him from bringing ſubjects worthy 
of their attention under the conſideration of their Lord- 
ſhips, what ſeemed to him ſo materially to deſerve it, and what 
he could produce ſolid arguments to ſupport. He did not 
agree with his Noble Friend near him (Earl Mansfield) as to 
the ground on which he had put the queſtion, nor could he 
accede to his Noble Friend's definition of the term Baniſh- 
ment. With regard to the Noble and Learned Lord who had 
ſet out with ſo folemnly declaring, that ſuch a queſtion was 
not a fit ſubject for declamation, he never had heard ſo de- 
clamatory a ſpeech as had fallen from the Noble and Learned 
Lord. He declared himſelf ſincerely in earneſt in his wiſhes 


that the judges of the. Court of Juſticiary might not ſuffer 
in the public opinion in conſequence of the ſentences paſſed on 


Mr. Muir and Mr. Palmer; but he had ſerious reaſon to appre- 
hend, from the agitation thoſe ſentences had excited -in the 
public mind, that the authority due to the Court, and the re- 
ſpect in which that authority ought to be held, would not be 
increaſed, If the Noble Lord had paid a little more attention 
to the ſubject, he would have found many inſtances of crimes, 
formerly included under the general head of treaſon, made 
ſubject by law to appropriate puniſhments, after being : wi | 
from under that general head, by the introduction of the Eng- 

liſh treaſon laws into Scotland. The Noble and Learned Lord 
had declared himſelf perfectly aftonithed at his argument re- 
ſpecting the neceſſity of a warrant from the King or Secretary 


of State, to render the Court of Juſticiary competent to tr). 


He would however defy any lawyer living to ſhew, that any 
ſuch trial had taken place previous to the Union of the two 
| | | Crowns, 
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Crowns, without ſuch an authority. Such a warrant had 


been ſent down previous to Mr. James Dundas's trial in 1712. 
The reaſon why it was neceſſary before the Union was that, 


the Privy Council had the power to try for leaſing- making, 
and conſequently that the Court of Juſticiary could not try 
for that crime without a warrant from the Privy Council. 
With regard to what he had ſaid, on the Court's having'refuſed 


the challenges made by Mr. Muir againſt ſome of the jurors, 


the Noble Lord had totally miſconceived him. The objection 


ſtated by Mr. Muir was, that ſome of the jurors had extra- 


judicially declared thoſe very acts to be acts of ſedition, which 
were to be the ſubject of criminal charge, and therefore that 
they were not fit to ſit upon the trial. The Noble Lord would 
ſay that thoſe acts were not ſet forth in the libel; no more 
were Mr. Muir's alledged expreſſions againſt the Court of 
Juſticiary, and yet of theſe expreſſions evidence was actually 
received. The diſtinction between the competency and the 
credibility of witneſſes ſtood upon the fame principle both in 
England and Scotland. : | | 
He wiſhed the Noble and Learned Lord had been more ſparing 
of his wit, and leſs ſo of his argument; he alio wiſhed that he had 
not indulged his fancy ſo much, but had dealt more with the 
caſes he had ſtated, particularly that of the trial at Dumfries, 
where a witneſs, whoſe incredibility was impeached in the 
higheſt poſſible degree, was permitted to give his evidence, on 
the expreſs ground that there was no record of perjury to 
render him incompetent. If the Noble Lord, inſtead of con- 
ſulting Burnet's Hiſtory, had looked into Lockhart's Memoirs, 
he would have ſeen that both the ſentence againſt Baillie by 
the Privy Council, and the reverſal of that ſentence by Parlia- 
ment, were political intrigues; in ſhort, that the whole tranſ- 
action had been the reſult of a ſtruggle between the Duke of 
Queenſberry and the Marquis of Tweedale : The latter and his 
party cauſed Baillie to be proſecuted and proceeded to con- 
viction and ſentence, and the former obtained the Act of Par- 
lament for his pardon. The proceeding in all its parts was 
equally diſgraceful. to both parties, and ſuch as no man would 
ever think of reſorting to as a rule for the impartial admi- 
niſtration of juſtice. If the Noble Lord had read Baillie's 
prin and the Act of Parliament paſſed in conſequence, 
e would have feen that the allegation of the one was the 
long impriſonment which the petitioner had ſuffered, and upon 
that the Act was founded. Such a caſe, Lord Lauderdale ſaid, 
he ſhould never have condeſcended to notice in argument; bat 
for the triumphant manner in which it had been brought for- 
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ward, and relied upon as a precedent that completely juſtified 
all the late proceedings of the Court of Juſticiary. Miſerable . 
mult be the cauſe that reſted on ſuch a precedent; and he re- 
Joiced that the very feeble ſupport which it had that day receiv- 
ed, had proved that it could not be relied upon, and he hoped 
diſpoſed of it for ever. He had expreſsly guarded againſt the 
idea of making any reflections on the judges. He had merely 
ſtated. facts to their Lordſhips, and the reaſons that had in- 
duced him to think them fit matter of inquiry. By inquiry 
alone could it be determined whether or not the judges had 
acted correctly, prudently, and legally. He had ſet out with 
expreſſing a hope that the judges would not ſuffer in the pub- 
lic opinion, and he retained that hope, but he greatly feared 
that a ſentiment would be found to prevail in Scotland re- 
ſpecting the ſentences very different from that which the Noble 
and Learned Lord imagined, and ſo he. believed the Noble 
and Learned Lord would find if he went into that part of the 
kingdom to inquire upon the ſubje&t. He feared the Noble 
and Learned Lord would find that the approbation of them, 
even among ariſtocratic merchants and ariſtocratic tradeſmen, 
as far as property was included in the epithet, was not quite 
10 general as he imagined. The Noble Lord ſaid they were 
approved of by all the Scots bar, except one or two of a par- 
ticular deſcription. Did he mean by this to denote a man of 
the firſt practice and abilities at the Scots bar, whom the ad- 
vocates, as the moſt honourable teſtimony to his talents and 
character, had Jong placed at the head of their faculty? What- 
ever perſons the Noble Lord might mean to point out by one 
or two, both the legality and the diſcretion of theſe proceed- 
ings were doubted, not by one or two, but by many. The 
Earl concluded, with once more expreſſing a ſincere wiſh, 
that no ill conſequences might ariſe or enſue from the 
impreſſion generally felt of the late ſentences, and firſt 
moved for a copy of the Record, and other papers, as the 


ground for an Addreſs reſpecting Mr. Muir; which was ne- 


gatived. He next made ſimilar motions relative to Mr. Pal- 
mer, Mr. Margarot, and Mr. Skirving; all of which were 


negatived. 


The Lord Chancellor left the woolſack and ſaid, that, after 
what had paſſed, their Lordſhips would deem argument un- 
neceſſary in ſupport of a motion which naturally offered itſelf 
as a farther ſtep incumbent on the Houſe to take, after what 


had that day paſſed. It was a motion calling upon their Lord- 


ſhips to reſolve, „ That there was no ground for interfering 
* in the practice of the eſtabliſhed courts of criminal juſtice, as 
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« adminiſtered under the conſtitution, and by which the rights, 
« liberties, and properties of all ranks of ſubjects were pro- 
« tected.” | j | 3a 
The Earl of Lauderdale reprobated the motion as a proceed- 
ing moſt extraordinary, but, ſuch as it was, he contended that 
it afforded a ſubject of complete triumph to his Noble Friend 
behind him (Earl Stanhope), becauſe he had been told the 
other night that it was a moſt irregular proceeding to move a 
queſtion relative to motions that had been put and decided on 
the ſame day, This motion was altogether new and unpre- 
cedented, becauſe no ground Whatever had been laid for it. 
The papers having been all refuſed, what information had the 
Houle to go upon in order to ſupport and juſtify ſuch a mo- 
tion as the preſent ? They had indeed heard his ſpeech, in 
which he had endeavoured to reaſon upon facts of a peculiar 
nature; but a ſpeech of any Noble Lord was not a fit ground 
for Parliamentary proceeding to reſt upon. It was unbecom- 
ing the dignity of the Houſe, at the cloſe of a debate, to pro- 
poſe, in lieu of argument, a ſquib in the ſhape of a motion, for 
which no reaſon whatever could appear on their Journals. He 
was ready to concur in any compliment to the Judges of the 
Court of Juſticiary; but was it a compliment, or to their ho- 
nour, to vote an approbation of their conduct, unſupported by 
any facts whatſoever ? RE | | 
Earl Stanhope (aid, that, much as he had been aſtoniſhed at 
proceedings in Parliament, he had never been ſo much aſto- 
niſhed as at the motion now propoſed. What had the Houle 
heard to ground ſuch a motion upon ? A moſt able, eloquent, 
and ingenious ſpeech of his Noble Friend, and ſome ſpeeches 
affected to be called anſwers, by one or two Noble Lords, but 
which in fact were no anſwers at all. In ſhort, th:1e was no 
ground whatever for the motion. In the beginning of the ſ(ct- 
ſion, their Lordſhips would recollect, that he had moved an 
Addreſs to his Majeity to ſuſpend the execution of the fen- 
tence againſt Meſſrs. Muir and Palmer, becauſe doubts were 
entertained of the legality. of the trial; their Lord{tips did 
not think that ſuilicient ground even to interpoſe between the 
tentence and the execution, nor till opportunity ſhould ſerve 
to reviſe the proceedings and reſolve thoſe doubts. What was 
now propoſed ? to carry the ſeptence into execution firſt, and 
inquire afterwards. As in this cate nothing would appear on the 
Journals to warrant ſuch a motion, his Lordſhip concluded 
with moving to inſert, as an amendment,“ All the Documents 
and Papers on which ſuch a Declaration could be fouuded 
* having been reſuſed.“ | x | 
| The 
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The Earl of Cheſterfield roſe merely to reply to the Noble 


Earl's declaration, that no ground whatever had been laid to 
ſapport the motion. He begged leave to ſay that the fact was 
otherwiſe. Although negatived by the Houſe, all the Noble 
EarFs motions, and his addreſs, would appear on the Journals; 
and without ſuch a motion as that before the Houſe, no reaſon 


would appear for having rejected them. Thofe motions might 


be conſidered as the text, and the preſent motion the neceſſary 
31113 eg and comment to Juſtify the proceedings of the 

onte. e 

Earl Stanhope ſaid, that would not do. For although the 
motions made by his Noble Friend, it was true, would appear 
upon the Journals, it would appear alſo that they had 
been negatived; which was ſufficient to do away their effect. 
Thoſe motions were for papers, in order to found an inquiry; 
the papers were refuſed, and all inquiry ſtifled; how therefore, 
without inquiry, could the Houſe find grounds for ſuch a mo- 
tion? The conduct of the Scotch Judges was, in his opinion, 
highly reprehenſible. The Noble and Learned Lord had ſaid 
that every ari/focrat gentleman, every ariffocrat merchant, 
every ariſtocrat tradeſman, and every man of property, ap- 
proved the conduct of the Court of Juſticiary in the late trials 
of Meſſrs. Muir and Palmer; and that only the Sans Culottes 
of Edinburgh complained of it. He begged to be conſidered 


one of thoſe Sans Culottot, one of the fwiniſh multitude, who 


thought the trial illegal, and the ſentence moſt unjuſtifiable, 
ſevere, and cruel. The only perſons who difapproved thereof 
were the Sans Culottes : He was a Sans Culottes citizen, a Sans 
Culettes individual, one of that fewiniſh multitude who thought 
their proceedings unjuſt and illegal. | 5 
Lord Grenville ſaid, the Noble Lord had avowed in terms 
What his conduct on former occaſions had fufficiently mani- 
feſted. In future diſcuſſions intereſting to the peace and con- 
ſtitution of the country, in which the Noble Lord might think 
fit to take a part, their Lordſhips would recollect that they were 
liſtening to the arguments of a profeſſed Sans Culottes. When 
advantage was taken of the forms of the Houſe to place on the 
Journals not merely motions, but detailed arguments, harſhly 
and unwarrantably reſlecting on the adminiſtration of criminal 
juſtice, their Lordſhips could do no leſs than obviate the il! 
effects of ſuch arguments, by an explicit declaration that there 
was no ground for interfering in the adminiſtration of crimi- 
na] jultice. | 2 „ 
Earl Stanhope's amendment was negatived, and the Lord 
Chancellor's original motion put and carried. Adjourned at 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TuesDaY, April 15. 


The Bill for the better taking of Speci al Bail in Actions and 
Suits in the Court of Common Pleas in the County Palatine 
of Lancaſter, was read a third time, and paſſed. 

The Petitions on the Rights of Election for the City of Car- 
iſle, for the Borough of Seaford, and for the City and Liberty 
of Weſtminſter, were deferred to the 7th, 8th, and gth of July 
next, on the motion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer; 1 

Who then gave notice, that he ſhould move for leave to 
bring in a Bill to remedy ſome evils which had occaſioned the 
delay of public buſineſs, on account of the difficulty of having 
2 ſull attendance, at an advanced period of the ſeſſion, i on thele' 
queſtions of Election Committees. 

The Lottery Bill was read a third time, and paſſed. 

The Committee on the Bill for the better man een of 
the Crown Lands was deferred to Thurſday the 17th. 

The Bill for the more effectually preſerving Money, and . = 
other Effects, in the Hands of his Majeſty's Subjects belong- W 
ing to Perſons reſident in France, for the Benefit of the indi- * 
vidual Owners thereof, paſſed the Committee, and the Pore 

| was ordered to be received. 

As did alſo the Bill for exempting from the Payment of 

Duty on Sale, Ships of War taken as Prizes, &c. 
Mr. Long moved for leave to bring in a Bill for faving to 
his Majeſty the Duty of new Subſidy on Tobacco imported 
into Scotland, —Granted. —The Bill was brought in imme- 
diately, read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond 
time, 

The Bill for the further Prevention of Delay in the Elections 
of Members to ſerve in Parliament, paſſed the Committee; and 
the report was ordered to be received. 

A meſſage from the Lords informed the Hoſe, their Lord- 
ſhips had paſſed a Bill for the Encouragement of Marines, &c. 
to which they deſired the concurrence of that Houſe. | 

Ar. Ryder ſaid, he ſhould move that the Bill be read a' firſt 
time immediately, that it might be read a ſecond time the next 
day, and be committed for Thurſday, if the Houſe ſhould think 
proper; then move to have it printed for the peruſal of the 
Members of the Houſe. He intended to move for the intto- 
duction of certain clauſes' which could not be inſerted by the 
Lords, becauſe they related to money to be raiſed in certain 
caſes by the Bill; theſe clauſes were for the mfliting penal- 
ties on Faole who ſhould diſobey ſome of the proviſions of the 


Bill, 
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Bill. And after the holidays he ſhould move to have the whole 

recommitted. | | 
The Bill was read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a 


ſecond time. 
The Bill for relieving certain Perſons profeſſing the Catho- 


lic Religion, and who are defirous of being admitted, and to 


practiſe as Attornies and Solicitors, was read a third time, and 
paſſed. | 3 
The report᷑ of the Slate Duty Bill was read and agreed to; 

and the Bill was ordered to be engroſſet. = 
Bet 1 SABBATH-DAY BILL. | 

Mr. Mainwaring moved, that the Order of the Day, for re- 
ferring to a Committee of the whole Houſe the Bill ſor enfor- 
cing a due obſervance of the Sabbath, might be read: It having 
been read, and motion being made, © That the Speaker do 
«© leave the Chair,” | | 


Mr. Foliffe ſaid, that there were ſome parts of the Bill to 
- which he had the ſtrongeſt objections, and which he imagined 


the Houſe would hardly agree to enact into a law. As thoſe 
objectionable parts were ſo obvious that no one could fail to 
ſee them, he hoped they would be given up. 


Mr. Courtenay ſaid, he objected to the whole of the Bill;— 


to its principle, as puritanical; to ſome parts of it, becauſe 
they were unneceſſary; and to others, as being in their ten- 
dency poſitively miſchievous. He pronounced it to be a Bill 
to encourage informers, and to hold up rewards to profligate 
low-minded men, and invite them to injure and diſturb the 
well-being of their fellow-citizens. Of all the characters that 
the univerſal conſent of mankind had gibbetted up to everlaſt- 
ing infamy, that of the informer was the moſt conſpicuouſly 
infamous; and by the preſent Bill, if it ſhould paſs into a law, 
the great Senate of a great nation was holding out a ſyſtem 
of encouragement to the needy and unprincipled man to be- 
come that infamous character, and to ſupply means for his 
vices by the ſpoliation of the unſuſpicious and unguarded. He 
deemed it a puritanical Bill, becauſe it profeſſed a great care 
for religion, but was repugnant to the effential principles of 
Chriſtianity, and which leaned its whole weight on the Poor, 
depriving them of the only comfortable meal they could eat in 
the week; while it left the rich to have their routs, to play at 
cards, and enjoy every amuſement and diſſipation, however vi- 
cious, in breach of the Sabbath, uncontrouled and unpuniſhed; 


and he would therefore divide the Houſe on the queſtion. 


Sir 
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Sir Fames Sanderſon denied the conſtruCtion put on the Bill 
by Mr. Courtenay, and ſaid, that it gave as great a latitude as 
was neceſſary to accommodate the poor, by leaving the bakers 


at liberty to bake from nine to one o'clock, and to deliver the 


article baked till two. - | | 

Mr. Wilberforce ſaid, that he thought it hardly neceſſary for 
him to remind the Houſe, that by the eſtabliſhed conſtitution, 
religion made a part of the law of the land. He did not there- 
fore expect that ſuch obſervations as had juſt fallen from the 
Hon. Member (Mr. Courtenay) would have been thrown out 
in that Houſe.— Regarding religion even as a merely political 
inſtitution, he would ſay, that that man was no friend to ſoci- 
ety, no friend to the policy of the country, who would ſhake 
that religion, by taking away its great /ub/ratum, the periodis 
cal weekly memorial of its exiſtence, and confqunding Sunday 
with the other days of the week. By the Hon. Gentleman's 
argument, it ſhould ſeem that he would have buying and ſelling 
carried on on the Sabbath-day—a circumſtance which, if it 
took place, could not fail to eradicate all reſpect for religion 
from the breaſts of the people, and bring on all thoſe conſe- 
quent miſchiefs, for a deſcription of which he referred the 


Houſe to the calamities of a wih country. 


Mr. Mainwaring ſaid, that he was convinced the Hon. 
Gentleman (Mr. Courtenay) had not attentively conſidered the 


clauſe alluded to, or he could not have given it the interpreta- 
tion he had done; and requeſted therefore that he would allow 


the Bill to go into a Committee. 

Mr. Courtenay agreeing to this requiſition, the Houſe went 
into the Committee. 3 AP 2 | 
When that part of the clauſe was read which gives magiſ- 
trates a diſcretionary power to- pay, informers their expences 
over and above their ſhare of the penalty, it was warmly op- 
poſed by Mr. Courtenay, Mr. Huſſey, and Mr. Foliffe, and as 
warmly ſupported by Mr. Mainwaring, Mr. Eaft, and Sir Wil- 
liam Scott, At length, Sir Fames Sanderſon giving it as his 
opinion that the proviſions ot the Bill might poſſibly be carried 
into effect without it, the clauſe was agreed to be left out. 

Mr. Foliffe moved, that the operation of the Bill ſhould be 
confined to a diſtance of five miles from London; when | 

It being ſuggeſted that ſuch an alteration required the moſt 


grave and deliberate conſideration, it was agreed that Mr. Jo- 


life ſhould reſerve his amendment to the bringing up of the 
report on the third reading, and that in the mean. time the Bill 
mould go through the Committee; which was accordingly 
done, and reported to the Houſe, e | 


_ Adjourned, 
Vorl. HI. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS: 
. Wrpxxspax, April 16. 
The Houſe adjourned at one o'clock to Weſtminſter-Hall, 
to fit on the trial of Warren Haſtings, Eſq. from whence they 


>Feturned at half paſt fix o'clock. 


Bills from the Commons. 
Adjourned. 


Lord Parker, Mr. John Pitt, and others, brought up ſeveral 


— — — 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY, April 16. | 

A meſſage from the Lords informed the Houſe, that their 
Lordſhips had agreed to the Bill for the Encouragement and 
Diſcipline of ſuch Perſons as ſhall voluntarily enroll them- 


elves .for the internal Defence of the Kingdom in caſe of an 


Emergency, with ſome amendments, to which they defired 
the concurrence of that Houſe ; and that they would proceed 
further on the trial of Mr. Haſtings on Wedneſday the 23d of 
„ Sp Sr 

The report of the Bill for providing for the Families of 
ſuch Perſons as may be drawn by Lot to ſerve in the Militia 
was read, agreed to, and ordered to be read a third time when 


engroſſed. 3 1 3 | 
Ihe report of the Committee of the whole Houſe, on the 


Bill for the better Obſervance of the Lord's Day, was de- 
ferred. | He Ou. 5 
The Bill for the Encouragement of Marines, &c. was read 
a ſecond time, and ordered to be committed. | 


The Chancellor f the Exchequer moved, That the Amend- 


«© ments made by the Lords in the Bill for the Encouragement 


ce and Diſciptine of ſuch Perſons as ſhall voluntarily enrol! 
<« themſelves for the internal Defence of the Kingdom, be now 
& taken into confideration.” . $292k 
The Speaker obſerved, that theſe amendments were ſuch as 
the Houſe could not acquieſce in, as they related to the part of 
the Bill which provided for the pay of the corps. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he was convinced of 
the propriety of the obſervation which came from the Chair. 
He then ſtated the nature of the amendments, in which he 
agreed with the Lords; and therefore, on the point of form, 
it was neceſſary that theſe amendments ſhould be diflented from 
by that Houſe, for the purpoſe of bringing in another Bill con- 
taining the proviſions made in the amendments. He there- 


fore moved, © That the confideration' of theſe Amendments 


ol Delays in the Ele 
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« be poſtponed to that day two months.” Ordered. He 
then moved for leave to bring in another Bill. Granted. He 
brought it in immediately. It was read a firft time, and or- 
dered to be read à ſecond time the next day, di, 

The further conſideration of the French Property Bill was 
poſtponed till the 28th of April, on the motion of the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer. F | 9 

The Bilk for regulating the Shipping and Carrying of Slaves 
from the Coaſt of Africa, in Britiſh Ships, was read a firſt 
time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time the next day. 

The Slate Duty Bill was read a ſecond time, and paſſed. 

De Chancellor of the Exchequer moved for leave to bring in 
a Bill, to explain and amend the 28th of his preſent Majeſty, 
for the Regulation of controverted Elections, as far as related 
to the preſenting petitions. Granted. The Bill was brought 
in immediately, read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a 


ſecond time the next day. xp. i | 
Mr. Popham brought up a Bill to prevent the removal 5 


Cauſes of ſmall Value, from the inferior Courts of the County 
Palatine of Lancaſter, to the Court of Common Pleas there. 
Read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time the 
Rt en 8 n;, ny 0 CONT 
"Oi eating the report of the Bill for the further Prevention 
| Kion of Members to ſerve in Parliament, 
Mr: Fox faid, he was a friend to the Bill as far as it went :, 
It provided for the mode of taking the oaths of electors; that 
was right and proper; but the Bill, in his opinion, did not go 
far enough: He wiſhed that the whole of what was called the 


Long Oath ſhould be omitted at all future elections, and that 


Roman Catholics ſhould be admitted to the exerciſe of elect- 


ive franchifes. —Independent of the general relaxation which 


has been adopted towards that deſerying body of citizens, there 
were ſeveral reaſons could be adduced. In the firſt place, the 
oath was in general. only adminiſtered for the purpoſe of de- 
lay. It was alſo weil known to be frequently taken by Ro- 
man Catholics, who. were not over-ſcrupulous upon the occa- - 
ſion. And, taftly, it was, to his own knowledge, refuſed by 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, although only levelled at Roman Catho- 
lies, becauſe they thought it indecent to blend religious opi- 
nions with election matters. For theſe reaſons he adviſed the 
total omiſſion of the clanſe, and moved that the Bill ſhould be 
recommitted for the purpoſe of ſtriking it out of theBill. The 
motion paſſed, and Ae ill was ordered to be re- committed 
on Monday the 28th of April. es; eee te 


Mr. Sheridan' gavt notice, that, on the firſt open day after 


the holidays, he fhould' move for leave to bring in a Bill to py 4 
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the Roman Catholics and Diſſenters of this country at leaſt 
on a footing as to teſts with the foreigners about to be em- 
ployed in the ſervice of this country in the preſent war; and 
he really wiſhed, he ſaid, that miniſters would take this into 
their moſt ſerious:conſideration, and hoped there would not be 
a diſſenting voice to. that propoſition.— Tueſday, che 2gth of 
April, was then named for that purpoſe. _ . 
The Bill for ſaving to his Majeſty the new Subſidy on To- 
bacoo in Scotland, was read a fecond time, and ordered to be 


* 


. * 98 


committed. 4 $2 6 Rs 
The Committee of the whole Houſe on the Bill to enable 


the Commiſſioners of Stamps to allow the ſtam l 
F. 9ů and Ar. 


paper, was, after a ſhort diſcuſſion between 
Sheridan, deferred. 5 
| . , 8 
On reading the Order of the Day, for taking into conſidera. 
tion the report of the Bill to enable the ſubjects of his late 
Chriſtian Majeſty to enliſt in the ſervice of this country, on the 
continent, c. 3 2 . | FO | 
The Attorney General moved an amendment: Provided 
« always, that every perſon who ſhall enliſt as a ſoldier, ſhall 
ce be atteſted in ſuch manner as his Majeſty ſhall direct in his. 
« Articles of War; and ſhall take ſuch oath of. his fidelity 
ce during his:continyance in his Majeſty's ſervice.” 3 
This produced a converſation : N ee Ar. Far, Mr. 
Taylor, and Mr. Grey contending, that the form of the oath 


ſhould be ſettled by Parliament: The Attorney General, Mr. 


Rider, Mr. Dundas, Sir William Yeung, Lord Mulgrave, and 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, contending that it ought to be 
left to his Majeſty to be ſettled under the Articles of War. 
The queſtion being put on the words, as moved by the At- 
torney General, bY . we 5 1 
Ar. Fox ſaid, he had endeavoured for ſome time in vain to 
underſtand the real meaning of a great deal of what he had hearꝗ 
from Gentlemen on the other fide of the Houſe on this ſub- 
ject; but he thought he had at laſt been able to diſcover the 
drift of their intentions. The tendency of the amendment of 
the Learned Gentleman was, in reality, to exempt the officers 


to be employed in the ſervice of the emigrant corps from the 


Teſt Act. He had no objection whatever to that; exemp- 
tion; he wiſhed. that the operation of the Teſt Act ſhould be 
done away altogether, But he thought it would have been 
but fair and candid to ſtate the inconvenience of applying tho 
Teſt Ad to theſe perſons : That, however, would. have put 
miniſters under a dilemma; for it might appear a little abſurd 
to give up the Teſt Act with reſpect to this corps in ng + 
| | al 


Arzl 16.) + WOODBALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 303 
and yet to continue its application to all the Catholics. and Diſ- 


ſenters in this, country. b . 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, the general policy of 
the Teſt Act applied to perſons holding offices of truſt within. 
this kingdom. This was a corps. to be employed: out of the 
kingdom; a diſtinction which the Right Hon. Gentleman had 
EET 1 ES, | 

The Attorney General's amendment was adopted. or 

Mr. Sheridan then propoſed an amendment, that, inſtead of 
the Bill remaining in force during the preſent war. it ſhould 
continue only for one year. He obſeryed that his: Majeſty had 
no power to continue in his ſervice his own ſubjects longer 
than one year, and that this was always under the proviſion of 
the Mutiny Bill. He ſaw no reaſon whatever, on the con- 
trary, he ſaw much danger, that the power of the Crown ſhould 
be more extenfive with regard to the employment of foreign- 
ers in the Britiſh ſervice. The object of the war was now de- 
fined by miniſters. to be that of the deſtruction of the preſent 
form of government of France, and the eſtabliſhment of order, 
morality, and religion in that country. It might, perhaps, be 
diſcovered that we ſhould not be able to effect an object of ſuch. 
magnitude without employing 500,000 men, and by this Bill 
the number was indefinite. He would therefore aſk, Whether 
any vote of credit that, Houſe: ever gave to the Crown was ſo 
extenſive as this? He would 'aſk Gentlemen what anſwer they 
had to give to their conſtituents, if they ſhould demand to 
know how the power of the purſe of this country ſtood ? Were 
they not bound to confeſs that the whole of it was entirely 
_ given up to the diſcretion of the executive power? And al- 
though the Bill was filent as to the half-pay of all who ſhould. 
act under the Bill, yet it might turn out in the event, that, 
although they had no claim on this country according to the 
letter of the Act, yet, like the American Loyaliſts, they might 
have an irreſiſtible claim on our magnanimity, generofity, and 
even juſtice, Befides, after we had ſucceeded (which by 'the 
way might be many years hence, if ever it happened) in the 
glorious cauſe of eſtabliſhing. a government in France, the 
conteſt, might be changed into a ſquabble for indemnification, 
and an attempt to partition France (as had already been done. 
in Poland), in which perſons acting under this Bill could not 
poſſibly aſſiſt, If this were ſo, what was the ſituation of thoſe 
officers, wha might be thus trepanned into the: horrid neceſſity 
of fighting againſt their country, or elſe be expoſed to the pe: 
nalties of mutiny and deſertion? With reſpect to this country 
likewife, the meaſure was equally exceptionable, as it was vir= 
tyally ſurrendering the purſe- ſtrings of the nation; for what 
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controul could we exercife on the ſubject, when we Fave” be. 
fore-hand an unlimited exerciſe of diſcretion to the Crown, 
both in the amount of the troops to be raiſed, that is*to ſay, 
the expence incurred, and the time for which that expence 
ſhould continue? He therefore moved to leave out certain 
words in the chauſe for the purpoſe of, inſerting others, 'which 
ſhould limit the term of the duration of the Bill, and keep in 
the hands of that Honſe, what they always ought to have for 
the beneſit of the people the power of the public purſe.” - 
Sir William Young contended that men would not enliſt 
under the Bill if it were limited to one yea 
Mr. M. Robinſon could not agree to give ſuch a wound to 
the conſtitution, as he thought the Bill muſt give without the 
amendment now propoſed. e ** ets 
Mr. Baker wondered that minifters, who were reſponſible 
for the whole meaſure; ſhould offer no defence for ſo extraor- 


dinary a clauſe, eſpecially after ſuch convincing arguments had 


been urged for the amendment. He was a friend to the Bill, 
as far as it went to enabling his Majeſty to employ Frenchmen: - 
on the continent; but he could not ſupport it at the expence- 
of the conſtitution . OLE ee 
Te Earl of Inchiquin complained, that it was the practice of 


Oppoſition, ho had pledged themſelves to ſupport the War, to 


oppoſe, by cavils and quibbles, every meaſure-for carrying it 
on. Not that they had any ſohd argument, but hints were 
every day thrown out by one Gentleman or other, which did 
miſchief out of doors, where ſuch topics ought not to be diſ- 
cuſſed, and which ought not to be ſuffered. 

Mr. Grey ſaid, he had expected that the Noble Lord, who 
charged Oppoſition with not *having any arguments, would 
have produced ſome of his own. Their ſpeeches the Noble 
Lord thought ſhould be reſtrained, becauſe they produced ill 
effects: The time, however, was not yet come, when a pro- 
poſition to reſtrain the freedom of debate was likely to be much 


reliſhed. In what inſtance had they oppoſed the neceſſary and 


conſtitutional ſupplies for carrying on the war? An unconſti- 
tutional meaſure he ſhould always oppoſe, even when intended 
to promote a deſirable end. Beſides, the amendment; while it 
rendered the Bill more conformable to conſtitutional princi- 


ples, did not render it leſs effectual for its intended 1 8 
reedom of 


The Earl of Incbiquin ſaid, he had not referred to 


ſpeech and debate in Parliament, but had alluded only to the 


ſeditious meetings held up and down the country. _ 
Mr. Canning defended the duration of the Bill, and ſaid 
the Mutiny Bill was not annual for troops ſerving in India, 
nor for the volunteer corps to be embodied for * de- 
N 8 6 ence 
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ſence of the country 3. he mentioned. tlie inſtance of the vo- 
lunteer corps raiſed in 1782, who were to ſerve during the 
continuance of the War; and contended, that it would be ab- 
ſurd to propoſe Kite at preſent for the Frenchmen who 
FFP 1 
Mr. Jelyll ſaid, a. Bill for raiſing an anomalous army was 


: * 


very properly ſupported by anomalous arguments. The ex- 


planation of 2a Noble Lord was as irrelevant to his ſpeech as 
his ſpeech to the queſtion before the Houſe. + Mr. Jekyll added 
ſome arguments in favour of Mr. Sheridan's amendment. 

Sir W. Milner ſaid he approved of the amendment, but not 
from any diſpoſition to cavil. When he differed from miniſters on 
any ſubject relating to the war, he differed from thoſe from whom 
he had learned his political opinions, with whom he had lived, 
and with whom it gave him pain to differ. When the Bill was 
firſt propoſed, he had been under ſome diffiqulty in forming his 
opinion. He thought it reaſonable that the emigrants ſhould 
be employed in fighting what was more their own cauſe than 
ours; but then t oO were men of too oppoſite deſcriptions. 
Many of them had fled from their own country, becauſe they 
could beat nothing but the old ſyſtem of French government, 
a ſyſtem which no man in this country could wiſh to ſupport. 

The Solicitor General ſaid, that the reaſon of making the Mu- 
tiny Bill annual, appeared to be, becauſe it was thought unfit 
to truſt the Articles of War made, or that might be made, by his 
Majeſty, for the government of troops within the kingdom, 
longer than a year; but this did not apply to troops that were 
to be employed abroad; nor, in fact, had this Bill any analogy 
to the Mutiny Bill. | 


' Mr. Sheridan ſaid, the Mutiny Bill for the King's troops in 
India was annual. It was only for the Company's troops that 
it was permanent. Ihe volunteer corps, propoſed to be raiſed 
for the internal defence of the country, were as much under 
the annual Mutiny Bill as the regular troops; and if it ſhould 
be ſuffered to expire, they might be a very reſpeCtable body of 
gentlemen in red coats, but they would be no longer ſoldiers, 
The: Houſe divided on the amendment: 


Ayes — 29 | 
Noe. — 128 
a | l . — | . 


Mr. Sheridan propoſed: a clauſe to limit the number of per- 


ſons enliſted under the Act, which ſhall, on any pretence, be 


within the kingdom at any one time, to 5000; which was 

adopted. r i i e e 
The report being gone through, the Bill was ordered to be 
read a third time next dayꝝ if engroſſe. 7— 
| | I; Ar. 
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Mr. Fox ſaid, he had oppoſed the Bill in every ſtage : It did 
not appear to be rendered lefs objectionable than when firſt in- 
troduced, and although, after Gentlemen had been fatigued in 
the Hall, and the night had been conſiderably ated, he 
would not further intrude on the Houſe with ſuch obſervations 
as he had {till to offer; he ſhould again oppoſe it on the third 


reading, and take the ſenſe of the Houſe on the principle of 


the Bill. 2 BE Ok | 
The ſeveral reſolutions were agreed to, and the Bill was or- 
dered to be read a third time the next day. 

After diſpoſing of the other orders of the day, the Houſe 
adjourned at eleven o'clock. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
TarursDay, April 17, 
The Volunteer Corps Bill was brought up from the Com- 
mons, read a firſt, ſecond, and third time, and paſſed. _ 


2 COMMISSION. = : 9 
The royal aſſent was given, by commiſſion, to the Volun- 
teer Corps, the Exchequer Loan, and twenty other public 


Bills; the Longborough Incloſure, and twenty-one other pri- 


vate Bills. FR EEE | 
The commiſſioners were, the Lord Chancellor, Archbiſhop if 
Canterbury, and Lord Hawkeſbury, © „„ 
In a Committee, went through the Lottery, the Norfolk 
Iſland Judicature, and the Eaſt India Loan Bill. 3 


SLAVE TRADE. | ed 
T he Biſhop of Rocheſter moved, «© That the Houſe proceed 


4 further on the African Slave 1 rade, on Thurſday, the iſt 


« of May.” 
Ordered. | | | 

- INSOLVENT BILE, | | | 
The Lord Chancellor brought in a Bill for the Relief of Per. 
fons confined for Debt in the different Priſons. The 
principle of this Bill, his Lordſhip ſaid, was founded on that 
which had paſſed in the year 178 1. That Bill extended only 
to debts of 5001. but this he meant to include thoſe of 10001. 
which he was induced to propoſe to their Lordſhips, in conſe- 
heating and diſtreſſes many perſons 
had ſuddenly ſuffered in conſequence of the late failures; and 
one of his reaſons for not extending it further was, that, out of 
near 600 perſons confined in the King's Bench, there 25 
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only forty-four whoſe debts were more than 6ool. and the 
debts of a great many were under that amount. To pre- 
vent alſo what had been found a common practice, namely, 
that of flying into priſon, and crowding the jails merely to 
take advantage of theſe Acts, it was ſpecially provided, that 
the Act ſhould not extend to any debtors under confinement 
but ſuch as had been confined previous to the firſt of January, 


1794 | | | 
Ihe Bill was read a firſt time, and ordered to be printed: 


Adjourned to Monday the 28th inſtant; ' 


_ HOUSE OF COMMONS: 
- THURSDAY, April 17. 
7 DEBTORS, 5 5 

Mr. Grey preſented a petition from the debtors confined in 
Morpeth Gaol, praying for relief, He availed himſelf of this 
opportunity of ſaying a few words relative to the propoſal he 
had made in the laſt ſeſſions on the ſubject of perſons confined 
for debt. After the diſappointment which that propoſition en- 
countered, he confeſſed that he entertained ſmall hopes of be- 
ing ſucceſsful in any ſubſequent one he ſhould make. Fortu- 
nately, however, the ſubje& had been taken up in the other 
Houle, and the Judges had been ordered to preſent a report 
upon it. The report, he truſted, would ſoon appear, and he 
earneſtly hoped the relief propoſed to be extended to the un- 
fortunate perſons would not be merely temporary, but tadical; 
effectual, and permanent. JJ ͤĩ¾ 

The Petition was then brought up, read, and ordered to 
lie on the table. | oe 2 | | 
4.2... EMIGRANT, CORPS BILL, 3 

The Bill for enabling his Majeſty to take into Britiſh pay, 
and embody Frenchmen, for the purpoſe of ſerving on the 
Continent during the preſent war, was read a third time. On 
the queſtion * That this Bill do pass - | 
Ar. Harriſon objected, and ſaid, he could not ſuffer the Bill 
to paſs, without declaring his diſapprobation of it, both in its 
principles, and the proviſions it contained, which tended to veſt: 
in the Crown an undefined and unlimited power, with reſpect. 
to the forces to he employed, and the expences in which it. 
might involve the country. The powers were fuch as might 
be uſed for the moſt dangerous purpoles ; and the .expence 
might be ſo great, that it was not becoming the Houſe, nor 
conſiſtent with its duty as the guardian of the public purſe, 
to give its aſſent, without knowing firſt its limit andiextent 4 g 
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er. 

to both of which the Houſe was a ſtranger; the number of an 

men to be employed being unlimited, the length of time for be 

which they were to be employed was alſo unknown. It was wh 

not wiſe or prudent, Mr. Harrifon faid, at a moment that we Ho 

feared an invaſion from France, to employ an indefinite num- diff 

ber of French emigrants in our pay, as it was not impoſſible bro 

that thoſe men, to make their peace with their countrymen, cee 

might be induced to betray us; and though there was no rea- Bil! 

ſon for doubting the honour of thoſe men, yet it was unwiſe of f 

to hold out too great a temptation to them. Gentlemen but 

ſeemed to think it neceſſary to repreſent every thing which prit 

happened in France in the ſtrongeſt colours, in order to alarm Its 

: the country with an apprehenſion that ſuch principles and opi- the 

: nions as thoſe perſons acted upon would be introduced into ry, 

i this country; for his part, he declared he was under no ſuch the 

* apprehenſions, as he conſidered the country differing very Hol 

1 widely in ſituation and circumſtances. Much miſrepreſenta- ſure 

= tion of every kind had been uſed with reſpeCt to that country, Its c 

$3 that the fortunes of the rich had been confiſcated upon a prin- whe 

4 ciple of equalization; that was an aſſertion totally, unfounded; the) 

6: they had been confiſcated in confequence of the oppoſition and 

- which thoſe perſons made to their government. Men ſeemed cith 

A to be too much dazzled and deceived by rhapſodies, which, ſuce 

1 like meteors, often involved them in error and imprudence. the 

4 1 Mr. Harrifon ſaid, he did not oppoſe the meaſure either from gage 

WO a diſpoſition to cavil, or for the purpoſe of embarraſſing the of tl 
_ 5 . £ 7 8 

1 proceedings of Government, but from a diſapprobation of the (Mr 

. War itſelf, and an objeCtion to its principle, which he repro- ning 

bated as an independent man, and in that character he ſaid he of tl 

ſhould ever act. The war, in his opinion, if carried on much be i 

longer, would drain the reſources of the country, would con- Prop 

ſume its blood and treaſure, too much of both which had been the « 

already waſted; and this Bill, as tending to prolong the war, thoſ 

and leading to an indefinite expence, ſhould have his ne- Tatty 

gative. 4 N e OYCORONE 2061008, ted t 

Mr. Fox ſaid, he was really ſorry, at that ſtage of the bufi- in it 

neſs, to trouble the Houſe; as their minds muſt be to a confider- | to E 

able degree made up upon the ſubject; but he abſolutely felt lam 

Himſelf called upon to ſay at leaſt a few words, becauſe the Bill - + 

be ede to him in ſome points of view, to be of the moſt eonfider- Hou 

able importance, and, if carried into effect upon thoſt prineiples the l 

upon which it had been maintained, likely to produce conſe- thou 

quenees of the moſt alarming tendency, and calamities the moit | aVOIc 

dreadfu] that ever war in modern times had produced, ealami- — 

| an 


ties ſuch as wars had never yet produced in Europe. In the | 
earlier ſtages of the Bill, Mr. Fox faid, he was not ver that 
G 4 . an : 0 b 8 ; 24 anxibus 
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anxious to deliver his ſentiments upon it, becauſe he wiſhed to 


be filent as to his objeCtions, until he had heard the reaſons 
which ſhould be urged in favour of the Bill; and although the 
Houſe was then in the laſt ſtage of it, the ſame diſtreſs and 
difficulty remained as to the principle upon which it had been 
brought forward, as exiſted at the commencement of this pra- 
ceeding. It was true, ſeveral objections had been made to the 
Bill, ſome amendments were propoſed, with different degrees 
of ſucceſs, and ſome anſwers had been given to the objeQtionsz 


but theſe applied chiefly to the proviſions of the Bill; as to the 


principle of the Bill itſelf, very little indeed had been urged in 
its ſupport, and nothing that had in. the ſmalleſt degree changed 
the firſt opinion he entertained on the ſubject; on the contra- 


ry, many of- thoſe reaſons which had been urged in favour of 


the Bill, and which had been approved by the majority of. the 
Houſe, had excited in his mind very great alarm at the mea- 
ſure altogether. Almoſt all that had been ſaid by one ſet of 
its defenders amounted, Mr. Fox ſaid, to this, that thoſe men 


who were to be inliſted under it, would feel that, from ſycceſs, 


they might hope to be reſtored to their honours, their fortunes, 
and their country; from defeat, they mult expect to meet 
either poverty or death. .Standing in this alternative, where 


ſucceſs promiſed ſo much, and defeat placed before their eyes 


the moſt dreadful calamities, they muſt, it was ſappoſed, en- 


gage with ardour in the cauſe, Another ſet of the defenders 


of the Bill, and particularly one Right Honourable Gentleman 
(Mr. Burke), ſaid, * That the Bill was an auſpicious begin- 
ning of a new ſyſtem z that the honours, rights, and property 
of the emigrants. muſt be reſtored to them before our own could 
be ſaid to be ſecure; that Great Britain, with regard to its 


property, and its rights, ſhould feel an identity of intereſt with 
the emigrants of France; and that, except thoſe properties, and 


thoſe rights, were reſtored to them, our.own would be compa- 
ratively of little value.“ This, Mr. Fox ſaid, mult be admit- 
ted to be a poſition perfectly novel, and would, in his opinion, 


in its nature and tendency, be dangerous to this country and 


. Europe, if adopted by Government, or ſanctioned by Par- 

namen ts i ts tins 
He wiſhed for a few moments to call the attention of the 

Houſe to the progreſs of the buſineſs. Thoagh inimical to 


the war in its commencement, and withing ſineerely, as he 


thought it for the intereſt” of the country, that it ſhould be 
avoided if poſſible, yet onee involved, he held it right that it 


ſhould be ſupported with vigour, and proſecuted with energy 
and effect. To this end he promiſed his ſupport, thinking 


that it was to be ſupported in the manner by which all former 
5 5 | wars 
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wars have been ſupported. by fleets, by armies, and by mo- 
ney; and in the view in which it was ſtated to the Houſe at 


its cominencement, that was the ſpecies of ſupport that it was 
underſtood Government looked for: For it was at that time 
diſtinctly ſtated, that the object of the war was to repel a 
diſtin& aggreſſion of France againſt Great Britain and her 
ally the United Provinces, which aggreſſion was the inſult 
offered to this country by certain decrees of the National Con- 
vention, and by their attempt to deprive Holland of the exclu. 


five navigation of the Scheldt. That thoſe were good grounds 


of war could not be denied, -unleſs ſatisfaction might have 
been obtained by negotiation. They were certainly proper 
ſubjects to diſcuſs by negotiation ; and it was his opinion, if 
thoſe means had been tried, the preſent war might have-been 
avoided: But ſuch was not the opinion of the Executive 
Government; it was not the opinion of the Houſe of Com- 
mons; and we therefore had recourſe to arms to procure ſatiſ- 
faction for the inſult, ſecurity from further aggreſſions, and 
Indemnity for our loſſes. Mr. Fox ſaid he fincerely lamented 


that ſuch was the opinion of the Executive Government, and 


of the Houſe of Commons; becauſe he believed it to be the 
cauſe of all the evils we had already ſuffered, and of the many 
calamities in which we, and the reſt af Europe, were likely to be 
involved. He wiſhed that we had had recourſe firſt to nego- 
tiation; and if that had failed, to procure us all we had a juſt 
right to demand, no doubt could have been entertained of the 
propriety of our entering into a war, and endeavouring to 
procure from France, by the ſucceſs of our arms, that juſtice 
ſhe denied and reſuſed to the wiſdom of our councils, © 


At the commencement of the war, the government of 


France made no part of the conſideration of Parliament as 
connected with the queſtion of peace, except as to how far 
ſuch a government was capable of affording ſecurity againſt 
future inſult and aggreſſion. When that ſecurity was diſcuſſed 
in that Houſe, and thoſe, who were moſt diſpoſed to decry 
every thing that belonged to the government of France, were 
driven to an explanation of what they meant, and what they 
really intended to inſiſt on, the opinion of the Houſe he un- 
derſtood to have been this, that it was a matter of much diffi- 
culty to know preciſely what kind of ſecurity could be obtained 
from the preſent government of Francez but it was then ad- 
mitted that to obtain ſome ſecurity on that point was not alto- 

ether impoſſible; and that if ſecurity could be had, there 
exiſted no objection to the form of government, nor ſhould 
that be confidered as any obſtacle to concluding a peace. 
There was no neceſlity for him to argue that thore/exiſted a 
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poſſibility of obtaining ſecurity from ſuch a government, be- 
cauſe, from the ſtatement of the condition, obviouſly the poſ- 
ſibility was- admitted. If thoſe Gentlemen, who argued this 
conditionally, did not feel the poſſibility of obtaining ſecurity, 
they certainly dealt in a very unfair and uncandid manner with 
the Houſe and with the country; for if they were of opinion 
that we could not obtain ſecurity from the preſent government, 
ought they not, in' an open, bold, and manly way, to have 
then declared that it would be impoſſible to obtain peace while 
that government had exiſtence; and that, to obtain ſo deſira- 
ble an object, that government muſt of neceſſity be deſtroyed? 
That, however, was not the ſtate of the caſe laſt year; no- 
thing of that ſort had been inſiſted upon; no ſuch opinion was 
ventured to be advanced; and he was very much inclined to 
believe, that if the object ſor which we were about to engage 
in the war had been ſtated by the Executive Government to have 
been the ſubverſion of the government of France, that it would 
not, either in that Houſe, or by the people of the country, 
have been ſupported: He complained, therefore, on the part 
of the people of England, and on the part of the Houſe of 
Commons, that we had been led into a war upon one pretence, 
and that the operations for carrying it on were ditected to 
purpoſes and objects totally different from thoſe held out to 
that Houſe, and to the country, by his Majeſty's miniſters. 
He would alk, if this meaſure was neceſſary for carrying on 
the war on the principles avowed laſt year, although it was 
not then either a fit or neceſſary one? It would be a trifling 
anſwer to ſay, It might not have been neceflary then, but 
we know it to be fo at preſent, and it is never too late to 
mend.” The manner in which they propofed it, ſhould have 
been fair, open, and fincere; they ſhould have told the Houſe 
the truth; they ſhould have confefſed their own laches lait 
year, and ſhewn they were willing and deſirous, by new dili- 
gence; to make the beſt atonement in their power to their 
country for their former neglect and inattention : They ſhould 
have ſ-:d with one voice, We now look upon the war as 
ſuch, that this meaſure ſhould have been adopted originally, and 
that it is a neceſſary one, though we entertained a different 
opinion at firſt.” They ſhould declare to the Houſe what was 
in reality their ſyſtem and their object; in what particulars it 
had been altered from their original plan; and then, whether 
ſuch alteration be for the better, or the worſe, have left Par- 
lament to judge. Certainly, Mr. Fox ſaid, he thought 
the war on our part to be both juft and neceſſary, if it was im- 
poſſible to obtain, in the firſt inſtance, ſatisfaction and ſecu- 
rity by negotiation; but he could never agree that we ſhould 


con- 
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continue the war for the purpoſe of impoſing a form of go. 
vernment on France. He certainly thought, that even though 
the government of France be an unjuſt or wicked govern- 
ment, it was in direct contradiction of the firſt principles of 
an independent ſtate, and of the ſovereignty of nations, to 
.interfere with its formation. If a people, in the formation of 
their government, have. been ill-adviſed, if they have fallen 
into error, if they have acted in;quitouſly and unjuſtly towards 
each other, God is their only judge; it is not the province of 
bother nations to chaſtiſe their folly, or puniſh their wickedneſs, 
by chuſing who ſhall rule over and govern them, or in what 
manner and form they ſhall be, governed. N 
"Theſe points, continued Mr. Fox, ſeemed to have been univer- 
ſally underſtood and aſſented to laſt year; they were points agreed 
on+by all the authors he had ever had an opportunity to con- 
ſult, who had treated of the law of nations, or the nature of 
government. Now it ſeemed we had entirely changed our 
ſyſtem, and were to employ the French emigrants in ſupport 
of our new one. If the purport of this Bill had been ſimply to 
enable his Majeſty to enliſt foreigners, he ſhould have conſi- 
.dered it in a much more favourable light; but to his under- 
ſtanding and comprehenſion it appeared to be this, “ that we 
pledge the faith of this country to the emigrants for the full 
_ reſtoration of all their rights, titles, privileges, and properties, 
which they have loſt by the revolution; and that we will over- 
turn the preſent exiſting government of France by force of 
arms.” With reſpect to thoſe unfortunate men, the emigrants, 
there was no man had more compaſſion for them, there was 
no man who felt more ſincerely for their misfortunes and their 
ſituation, than he did. It was true he differed in ſentiments 
and opinions with moſt of them; he diſapproved of their con- 
duct in many inſtances ; but if difference of opinion was a 
cauſe of with-holding ſympathy and compaſſion, this would 
indeed be a diſmal world to inhabit. Difference of opinion 
was, in his mind, one great cauſe of the improvement of man- 
kind, becauſe it led to inquiry and "diſcuſſion. It was his 
opinion that in all points, civil and religious, toleration ot 
opinion was wiſdom ; upon that depended all the peace, he 
had almoſt ſaid all the virtue, and conſequently all the happi- 
neſs, of the world. This humane doctrine was the great lead - 
ing feature of the mild and beneficent ſyſtem of Chriſtianity, 
and what has tended to render it ſuch an ineſtimable bleſſing 
to mankind. He ſhould, therefore, by na means ſay any 
thing harſh of the emigrants, though differing from them in 
ſentiments ; on the contrary, it appeared, from their conduct, 


that they were ſincere in their profeſſions. But TE he 
| ympa- 
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ſympathized with and compaſſionated the ſufferings and miſ- 
fortunes of thoſe men, it was not neceſſary that he muſt be 


willing to pledge the faith of the country for the reſtoration of 


all they had loft by the revolution, and for the total ſubverſion 
and deſtruction of the preſent ruling powers in France; that 
was a conduct that, if adopted, would in his opinion, expoſe 
this country to great and tremendous evils. Ne 

The war, in itſelf, confidering the preſent condition of 
France, Mr. Fox profeſſed himſelf to conſider as formidable to 
this country and to its conſtitution. Whatever might be the 
objects to be attained by it in the minds of other men he could 
not tell; two* only ſeemed moſt defirable to be entertained z 
The firſt, that its duration ſhould be as ſhort as poſſible ; the 
ſecond, that, in its proſecution, it ſhould be as little bloody 
and ſavage as the nature of the caſe would admit. The pre- 
ſent Bill he principally objected to as militating againſt thoſe 
two wiſhes of his heart; for it would certainly tend both to 
prolong tlie war, and render it more ſavage, bloody, and in- 


human, than any war that had ever diſgraced the annals of 


* 


modern nations. | 


If the object of the war, as had been originally ſtated, was 


to recover the excluſive navigation of the Scheldt for the 
United States, or to repel any inſult offered us by the French, 
or to obtain ſatisſaction for preſent, and ſecurity againſt future 
aggreſſion, he confeſſed that he ſhould be ſanguine in his hopes 
with reſpe& to its termination: He might then think that 


thoſe who conſidered the laſt as a fortunate campaign, had not 


viewed the matter ſo unfairly; becauſe, if ſuch were the ob- 
jets of the war, the conſideration of the places we have taken 
might induce the French to think of peace. If we took Pon- 
dicherry, that might bring us a ſtep nearer peace; becauſe 
prudence might induce them to the meaſure, in order to fave the 
remainder of their Indian poſſeſſions. The capture of St. Do- 
mingo, or Martinico, would be another ſtep nearer the attain- 


ment of that deſirable object; becauſe a regard for the preſer- 


ration of their other dominions in the Weſt might incline them 
to conclude a peace. In that point of view it was eaſy to 
conceive how a nation of Europe might be conquered in the 


Eaſt or Weſt Indies: Succeſſes of this kind, in all former 


wars, have been ſo many ſteps towards the concluſion of peace. 
pon ſuch grounds as theſe was founded the peace of Utrecht 
concluded by Louis XIV. the peace of Fontainbleau with Louis 
XV. and the peace of Paris in 1783 by Great Britain. But 
was that the caſe in the preſent war? No ſuch thing; Becauſe 


the object of the preſent and former wars was eſſentially diffe- 
ent. If the principle of the preſent Bill was carried into ef- 
W's 1 | | 1 
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ſet, we mult neceſſarily deſtroy the preſent exiſting govern- 


ment, or what you pleaſe to call it, of France. It would avail 


us nothing if our object be the, deſtruction of the French go- 


vernment, to take the whole of their Eaſt and Weſt India do- 
minions; it would avail us nothing that Briſſot, or Danton, or 


Robeſpierre, were 4 to death; for what would the French 
ſay? „ True, we have had all theſe loſſes; but we are not 
fighting for dominion or territory, or for particular men: We 


are fighting for our exiſtence, and for the exiſtence of our 


government.“ Succeſſes of this kind, therefore, have no 


effect whatever towards accelerating the concluſion of a peace. 
It is true, it might be ſaid, that the more we take of their 


poſſeſſions, the more we ſhall reduce their ſtrength, and there- 


fore the more we ſhall incline them to wiſh for peace. This 


mode of arguing was certainly right when one thing was held 
equivalent to another, and when the great object was the loſs 
or gain of poſſeſſion or dominion. Theſe arguments had force 
or application only to a caſe where we chanced to be at war 
with a government that it was not our object to deſtroy, but 
they could have no bearing whatever on the caſe of a war with 
a government, the deſtruction of which is made a neceſſary 
preliminary of peace. To ſuch a government, therefore, the 
loſs of an iſland, or of iſlands, could afford no argument for 
making peace, becauſe the perſons exerciſing the powers of 
government knew that our object and endeavours aimed at 
their entire deſtruction. 


It might be ſaid, that, by degrees, we might ſo weaken 


them, that they would conſent to any form of government 


rather than continue the war; for, by diminiſhing their 
power, we ſhall lower their pride. He would aſk, was there 
any man in that Houſe, or any man in the country, that had 


ever conſidered the ſubject, who thought that, in the preſent 
ſituation of France, ſuch an effect could follow from ſuch a 
cauſe ?. Could we conceive that thoſe men, with ſuch a ſpirit, 


whether from terror of their rulers, depravity of their hearts, 


from enthuſiaſm, or from whatever caute ſuch a ſpirit and diſ- 


poſition might have originated; could we conceive that theſe 
men would be found, in any conſiderable number, to change 
the ſentiments, they had almoſt to a man adopted, of forming 
a government for themſelves, and tamely and ſubmiſſively bear 
the yoke of a foreign power, and take any government that 
thould be dictated to them, and all this becauſe we might have 
proved ſucceſsſul in the Eaſt or Weſt Indies? If any perſon 
could hold fuch an opinion, Mr. Fox ſaid, his mind muſt be 
ſtrangely conſtituted indeed! It might, however, be ſaid, 


that our ſucceſics would tend to make the people diſcontented 
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with their preſent rulers, and diminiſh their attachment to their 


government; Was ſuch an effect to be expected, or at all likely 
to be produced? Was there a man, woman, or even a child, 
in France, who, having borne all that they had borne: within 


the laſt five years, who, having witneſſed the horrors and 


blood with which their country has been deluged, to whom 
each day had been a day of life and death, yet had Hevertheleſs 


adhered to their government and their rulers, would noẽ 


deſert them merely for the loſs of an iſland in the Eaſt or Weſt 
Indies? We all knew that when the mind was irritated and 
goaded, when it was buſted in viewing daily objects of terror 


at home, it was not likely to be much affected by remote con- 


ſequences: They were either not taken into its conſideration at 
all, or, if conſidered, compared with nearer evils, they were 
looked on as nothing. If our caufe be, therefore, againſt the 
government, and not againſt the poſſeſſions of France, there 
was no man of ſenſe who would not admit that thoſe different 
advantages which he had enumerated, had not the ſmalleſt 
tendency to promote or reſtore peace; and there could be no 
advantage which we could poſſibly gain, that could contribute 
to this end, unleſs we ſhould be able to take Paris, or ſome 
other material part of France, which would be found un un- 
dertaking of infinite difficulty .and dreadful danger. 

It was not his intention, Mr. Fox faid, to inquire into the 
conduct of the war. He had tated theſe points merely for 
the purpoſe of manifeſting out the difference · between the two 
kinds of war to which he had alluded, as to the circumſtances 
which tend to the acceleration of peace; and certainly, in that 
point of view, the difference was great indeed. Viewing, 
therefore, the preſent Bill on ſuch a principle, and conſidering 
it, what the common fenſe of mankind muſt admit it to be, a 
virtual engagement on the part of this country to reſtore the 
ancient government of France, and to replace thoſe emigrants 
in the fituation they formerly enjoyed, ſurrounded by all chat 
pomp and dignity we heard ſo elegantly depicted, peace ap- 
peared to him an object infinitely diſtant. It was impoſſible 
to ſay what turn the affairs of France might take; nothing 


could be more improper, or even ridiculous, than any attempt 


to predict what might occur; but looking on the circum- 
ſtances of that country as they were at preſent, he felt himſelf 
bound to ſay, that the conqueſt of the French ſeemed to him a 
talk ſo dangerous and difficult, that he ſhould be unwilling to 
adviſe it to be undertaken.: It had been ſaid on a former night 
by an Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Jenkinſon), and it was 
wiſely and truly ſaid, that the beſt mode of conquering France 
was to take Paris, and that. the only means by which this 
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. e effected, would be by firſt taking the ſtrong towns 
— . — frontier, which might ſerve as a protection 
for our troops, and enable us to march forward with ſecurity: 
That, Mr. Fox ſaid, he alſo conceived to be wiſe and juſt rea- 
ſoning, and the only way in which Paris could be taken; but 
the very mode propoſed for attaining this object, convinced 
him at once of the difficulty, and almoſt ae eee : of car- 
Tying it into effect. When we looked on the iron frontier of 
France, and ſaw what muſt be urs before we could have 
any fair proſpect of marching to Paris, we muſt be convinced 
that the taſk was of an Herculean kind; required an Herculean 
labour, length of time, and an uninterrupted ſeries of ſucceſs 
to accompliſh ; and we ſhould alſo take into conſideration the 


nature of the cauſe, and the temper and diſpoſition of the peo- 


ith whom we have to contend. | EO 
7115 120 "a mentioned more than once, Mr. Fox obſcrved, 
and he preſumed by way of reproach to him, that he gloried in 
the victory of Jemappe: He had heard it often as it had been 
mentioned without pain or emotion; for he had not ſaid any 
thing upon that ſubject which he had yet found cauſe to re- 
pent; nor did he retract a ſingle ſyllable of what he had ever 
faid on that occaſion. It had been aſked in way of derifion, 
was it any thing extraordinary for 60, ooo men to 3 
20,000, or wherein conſiſted the glory of the action ? He did 
not mean to ſay that it was a thing extraordinary or ſurpriſing; 
but let them not therefore hold the valour or military character 
of the French too cheap, even in their preſent ſituation: It 
was not his deſign to detract from the valour of the eee 
or Pruſſians, much leſs did he wiſh to detract from the or 
known bravery and military ſkill of his countrymen z at th 
ſame time, if it were wiſe and neceſlary to look our danger in 
the face, let us not think of Waren our enemy; from = 
error many fatal conſequences had often ariſen. He ſhou 
refer the Houſe for the military character of the French, to 
the manifeito of the King of Pruſſia: When aſſigning his mo- 
tives for withdrawing himſelf from the war, he ſpoke of _ 
as 2 people of uncommon bravery, and approved ta -_ 
This was the opinion of experience; and not merely t . 
opinion of the King himſelf, but that of all his genera - 
and officers ; men, if he might uſe the term, the moſt mo 
in military affairs, and founded on dreadful experience of their 
proweſs. | | 


Experto credite, mw Ws ns PR 
: ſſurgat, quo turbine torqueat haſtam. 
ee Virgil. Eneid. B. II. 
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In the deſcription which this declaration gives, there was no- 
thing upon which any reaſonable hope can be founded, tha 
the French were a people eaſy to be conquered : To which he 
muſt add, that the experience of hiſtory had taught him to 
expect that ſuch a people, fighting under ſuch circumſtances, 
muſt be very formidable to the moſt powerful enemy that could 
be oppoſed to them; and if we were to conjecture the future 
from the conſideration of the paſt, ſuch an event, as the com- 
plete conqueſt of the French in war, could not be reafonably 
expected. If, therefore, this was likely to be a purſuit ſo 
hopeleſs, he ſhould wiſh to aſk, whether it was prudent, or 
conſiſtent with the dignity and honour of this country (for the 
honour of a nation, like the honour of an individual, was the 
moſt valuable and ſacred of its poſſeſſions) to employ thoſe 
unfortunate people in ſuch a viſionary ſcheme ? It was not 
right to pledge our honour for the performance of what all 
the world knew to be extremely difficult to perform, and what, 
perhaps, many experienced people conſidered as altogether im- 
poſſible to effect. | 
Having thus endeavoured to ſhew that the proſpect of peace 
would by this meaſure be placed at an infinite diſtance, and 
that it was highly improper to pledge ourſelves for the per- 
formance of what all the world muſt perceive to be very 
doubtful, if not deſperate, namely, to overturn the preſent 
exiſting Government of France, and to reſtore to theſe emi- 
grants all the rights, honours, and privileges they formerly 
enjoyed, he was led to conſider the effect that this war, by its 
continuance, would have on the hearts and the general mora- 
lity of Europe. He did not mean to boaſt the poſſeſſion of 
more humanity as peculiar to himſelf, more than to any other 
E but he begged leave, at the ſame time, to ſay, that 
e hoped he did not poſſeſs leſs than any other man, who had 
not more acute feelings, or a better underſtanding: He was, 
therefore, convinced, there was not one man in this country, 
however he might differ from him in opinion as to the juſtice, 
or the origin, or the neceſſity of the war, who felt more real 
anguiſh for the deplorable and calamitous ſtate of Europe at 
this moment than he did. | | 
It had been ſaid, and truly, that one of the moſt evil conſe- 
quences of the war was, that it tended to render the hearts of 


mankind callous to the feelings and ſentiments of humanity. 


When we daily heard of the maſſacres of ſuch numbers of in- 
dividuals, that memory could not even recollect their names 
when we contemplated the ſlaughters at Lyons, at Marſeilles, 
at Bourdeaux, at Toulon! he much feared that the effect 
ould be injurious to the morals of all Europe: The misfor- 
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tunes experienced by multitudes: of individuals at theſe and 
other places, had been ſo great, that the mind was bewildered 
and amazed in the magnitude and complication of the miſery. 
He was clearly of opinion, that the human mind might be 
made fo familiar with miſery, and ſcenes of horror, as at laſt 
to diſregard them, or at leaſt to view them with indifference, 
It was difficult to preſerve always the acuteneſs of the feelings; 
and it was in his mind no ſmall misfortune to live at a period 
when ſcenes of horror and blood were frequent. By the con- 
ſtant repetition of ſuch ſcenes, our feelings were by degrees 
blunted; and in time we became indifferent to what at firſt 
would intereſt them with · the moſt amiable ſympathy and diſ- 


treſs. Humanity on this account had been, by the Stoics, 


deemed a weakneſs in our nature, and in their opinions im- 
peded the progreſs of the judgment, and conſequently the im- 
provement of morals; but his ſentiments ſo widely differed 
from theirs, that he thought humanity not only not a weak- 
neſs, but the ſtrongeſt and ſafeſt friend to virtue. No man 
could lament, therefore, more than he did, the miſchief done 
to mankind by making the heart too familiar with miſery, and 
rendering it at laſt indifferent; becauſe, on the heart, and on 
the feelings, chiefly depended our love of virtue; and he was 
convinced they did more ſervice to the cauſe of virtue, than 
the wiſeſt precepts of the wiſeſt men. Humanity was one of 
the moſt beautiful parts of the divine ſyſtem of Chriſtianity, 
which taught us not only to do good to mankind, but to love 
each other as brethren ; and this all depended on the ſenſibi- 
lity of our hearts, the greateſt bleſſing beſtowed by Providence 
on man, and without which, with the moſt uy Se and po- 
liſhed underſtanding, he would be no better than a favage. 
The feelings of all Europe have already ſuffered by the re- 
peated horrors of France; but, with regard to their cauſe, the 
French appeared to have, in a great meaſure, been driven to 
theſe violent ſcenes of bloodſhed and horror. It was with a 
nation as with an individual; for if an individual be placed in 
a ſituation in which he felt himſelf abandoned by the whole 
world, and found that no one was his friend, no one intereſted 
in his happineſs or welfare, but all mankind, as it were, by 
general conſent, his enemies, he muſt become a miſanthrope 
and a favage, unleſs he poſſeſſed a mind more heroic and ex- 
alted than we had any right to expect. Such was the ſituation 
in which France had been placed; almoſt all Europe had 
united againſt this ſingle people; not for the purpoſe of regain- 
ing any territory upon the Rhine, or reſtraining the ſtrides of 
an ambitious Monarch towards univerſal empire, as had been 
the caſe of the combination againſt Louis XIV. not for the 
7 . 83 purpoſe 


inhabi 
vernm 
by far 
ing .th 
object 
bonday 


Ant 17. WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY. REPORTS. zy 
purpoſe of repelling an 3 or to obtain reparation for 


an injury, or ſatisfaction for an inſult, or indemnification for 
loſſes, and ſecurity for future peace, but for the open and 
avowed purpoſe vf deſtroying a people, or compelling them to 
accept a form of government to be impoſed on them by force 
of arms; and that, too, the form which, from every conjec- 
ture they could poſſibly make, they moſt deteſted and abhorred 


their ancient monarchy. Could it be wondered at that the 


French, under ſuch circumſtances, were ſavage and ferocious ? 


He did not ſay that it was the intention of the Combined 


Powers to compel them to return to their ancient form of go- 
vernment; it was enough that they were under the apprehen- 
ſion of it, and that almoſt the whole of Europe were leagued 
in arms againſt them; and no man could deny, but, as a peo- 
ple, they had an RO and moral right to refift ſuch an 
attempt, and to refute their ſubmiſſion to ſuch dictation. 

A Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Burke) had drawn a 
pleaſing picture of the happineſs of the people of France under 
their monarchy, and beſtowed what he conſidered an unme- 
rited eulogium on that form of government, where the French 
peaſant was deſcribed to have ſat in happineſs and ſecurity 
under his vine or his olive. He, for his part, Mr. Fox ſaid, 
had certainly no pretenſions to any thing like profound philo+ 
ſophical obſervation on men or manners, but he had been in 
France where this mild and temperate monarchy was, and had 
ſeen ſome of their peaſants, who were ſo far from having any 


thing like ſecurity for the poſſeſſion of any property they might 


have, that it was altogether at the diſpoſal of the higher 
orders; and their ſituation in general was, to all appearance, 
ſo replete with miſery, ſo abject, and ſo wretched, that they 
could nat be objects of envy to the ſubjects of the moſt abſo- 
lute deſpots upon earth. “I know,” continued Mr. Fox, 
«that France has been called © a mitigated abſolute monarchy? 


This I deny, from experience, and contend, that it was moſt 


herce and barbarous. I do not mean to compare the ſituation 
of the people of France, under their monarchy, with the fitu- 
ation of the people of this country, or with the ſituation of the 
inhabitants of Holland, or the United States, or the happy 
Cantons of Switzerland; I would compare them with * 84 
inhabitants of Germany and Italy, and the other deſpotic go- 
vernments of Europe, and contend, that their ſituation was 
by far the moſt diſtreſſed and wretched of any of them. See- 
ing this to have been their ſituation, and apprehending the 
object of the Combined Powers to be to replace them in that 
bondage, it is not ſurpriſing that they are become furious.” 
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In a former debate on this Bill, he had heard it aſked, Whe. 
ther, if any of the emigrants employed by this country ſhould 
be taken, and put to death, were we to retaliate ? He had 
heard alſo, in reply, a ſolitary, but dreadful, Tes; and ſurely 
the wit that had been uſed on this reply was as ill-timed as it 
was inapplicable. Dreadful were the conſequences that muſt 
follow the adoption of a ſyſtem of retaliation ; dreadful the 
fituation in which theſe unhappy men would be placed, who 
muſt, if taken, be conſidered as rebels, and put to death; as 
to theſe unfortunate men, the war will be a civil war to all in- 
tents and purpoſes; and every man knows that civil wars have 
never been diſtinguiſhed by humanity. A. great military au- 
thority (Lord Mulgrave) has aſſerted, that theſe evils, ſo much 
red, were not likely to be produced, which appeared 
from ſome circumſtances that fell under his own immediate 
knowledge. He (Mr. Fox) rejoiced at this information; but, 
nevertheleſs, he believed that thoſe gallant men who fought 
under the Prince of Conde, and were unfortunately taken pri- 
foners, had been to a man put to death. The ſame Noble 
Lord (Mulgrave) had aſked whether we ſhould ſuffer ourſelves 
to be bullied by the French out of the means which were in aur 
power; certainly not; but let us be certain, in the firſt place, 
that theſe means reſt upon fair grounds, and were ſuch as we 
have a juſt right to uſe. The opinion which he was about to 
ſtate, was like many other of his opinions, perhaps, ſingular; 
it was this, that war ought to be carried on as mercifully as 
poſſible, without any regard to perſons, He certainly could 
not find this opinion either in books, or in the practice of 
Europe; and hiſtory taught all who peruſed it, that the treat- 
ment of priſoners in civil wars was never remarkable for hu- 
manity, Let us look to our own hiſtory, and to what were 
calted good times. We have had, during the preſent century, 
in this country, two rebellions, in the years 17r5 and 1745; 
did we then reverence this merciful maxim? Did we conſider 
that the treaſon of every man was done away by his holding a 
commiſſion from a foreign power, when taken in the field of 
battle? No: Mr. Radcliffe offered this plea; but it did not 
avail him; he was executed. FN 
If the French were to land in this kingdom, and there 
chanced to be any body of people ſo abandoned to all ſenſe of 
duty, ſo loſt to the love af their country, ſo dead to their own 
Intereſt and happineſs, as to join them, would you pardon any 
of them who ſhould produce a commiſſion from the Conven- 
tion? You would not. If, therefore, any of theſe perſons 
are taken in the field of battle, in arms againſt. their country, 
is it to be ſuppoſed that the Convention will reſpect the * 
g 8 | | M1KLONA 
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miſſions granted by the King of Great Britain, ,or that thoſe 
commiſſions will afford them protection, or ſecure them from 
puniſhment ? In the preſent queſtion, if you determine not to 
retaliate, in what a diſgraceful and calamitous ſituation do you 
place thoſe whom you employ! And if you retaliate, good 
God! in what horrors will Europe be involved!“ In whatever 
point of view he confidered the meaſure, it appeared highly 
objectionable; it would tend, if adopted, to render the war 
more bloody, and of longer duration. | 

Let us take a view,” continued Mr. Fox, “ of ancient 


kiſtory, and fee how wars have been conducted, and compare 


them with the preſent ; we ſhall then ſee the reaſon why the 
preſent war is more bloody, and more cruel, than any of thoſe 
wars recorded in modern hiſtory. In modern wars, the con- 
teſt has been, generally ſpeaking, concerning the poſſeſhon of 
territory; at leaſt the loſs of territory, for the moſt part, has 
determined it; each acknowledging the independence of the 
other as a nation; and therefore the parties, like two indivi- 
duals at law, did not ſeek to deſtroy each other after their dif- 
ference was determined. In ancient wars, the conteſt was 
between powers ſeeking the deſtruction and extermination of 
each other as a nation. It is not my wiſh to take from the 
mild effects of the Chriſtian religion, which alſo has tended 
to ſoften the manners of men, Yor the merciful manner in 
which modern wars have been carried on, in compariſon of 
the ancient, has reſulted chiefly from this great difference be- 
tween their objects. Delenda ęſt Carthago, ſaid the Roman 
Senate, of Carthage. Athens conceived it was for her intereſt 
to deſtroy the government of Sparta, and vice verſa: The Ma- 
cedonians were convinced of the neceſſity of extirpating the 
Greeks. To theſe wars of the ancients, the civil wars of mo- 
dern times alone afford a parallel, becauſe their objects are 
alſo to effect the deſtruction of governments; and for this 
reaſon, they are lefs merciful and mild than wars waged be- 
tween independent ſovereigns. The preſent conteſt with 
France may be juſtly termed a civil war, in the force, the 
acrimony, and ſavageneſs with which it is carried on, in which 
all Europe is involved.” | e 
The combined powers had declared that the government of 
France muſt be deſtroyed, and that declaration has rendered 
the French deſperate and cruel. That was a ſyſtem at which 
humanity ſhuddered; that was a ſyſtem promoted by the pre- 
ſent Bill; a ſyſtem openly avowed and maintained by thoſe who 
ſupport the principles of this meaſure. This ſyſtem has al- 
ready had its effects in this country; it had rendered the peo- 
ple callous; ſome through fear, a power which deprives a 
BE | i 
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320 WOODFALL's PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commong, 
of rationality z others by indifference, which prevents a man 


from exerting his intellects, and benumbs his feelings. To 
what but this could be imputed the general exceſſive ſeverity 


of the ſentences lately paſſed upon individuals“, for having 


done nothing more than an honeſt man, acting perhaps under 
the. influence of a miſguided judgment, might conceive it to 
be his duty to do; in doing nothing more than purſuing a little 
too cloſely the former conduct of his preſent proſecutor? To 


what but this could be imputed the general diſinclination of 


the Houſe, and laſtly, its abſolute refuſal, to interfere with 
theſe ſentences? If any man, three years ago, had committed 
fuch an offence, and had received ſuch a ſentence, the Houſe 
would have fired with indignation, and interfered to prevent 
its execution. That puniſhments ſo enormous ſhould be in- 
flicted on gentlemen of a liberal education, and irreproachable 
manners, probably poſſeſſed of good hearts, and whoſe only 
__ crime ſo nearly reſembled the virtues of other men, who even 

arrogated to themfelves ſome merit on that head; that ſuch 
men, for a bare miſdemeanour, ſhould receive a ſentence worſe 
than death; a ſentence that has the certainty of death, without 
its immediate releaſe from miſery, a lingering, peeviſh infliction 
of a puniſhment, which, in cruelty, exceeds immediate death; 


and all this for a conduct not long ſince deemed meritorious ; 


this was owing to the horrid examples of France, and aroſe 
from inordinate fear, and miſerable apprehenſion, Was he 
not, then, entitled to fay, that the preſent war was dangerous 
to the conſtitution of this country, ſince it tended ſo directly 
to extinguiſh, in that Houſe, and in the people, the ſpirit which 
had hitherto guarded the conſtitution from the daily attacks of 
the executive power? Impreſſed fo forcibly with theſe ſen- 
timents, he felt himſelf unable to withhold his opinion; not 
from any expectation of making any very deep impreſſion on 
the majority of that Houſe; that, he was well convinced, 
would be a hopeleſs expectation z but becauſe he conceived it 
his duty fo to do, that the Public might be called upon to exert 
their judgment. | | 
There were two points more to be confidered, Mr. Fox ob- 
ſerved. before ke could take leave of the ſubject : Firſt, the 
probable effect this ſyſtem would have on the French character; 
and the other, the immenſe expence the meaſure might in- 
troduce in the public expenditure of this country, With re- 
gard to the firſt point, it was to be obſerved, that the French 
'* The perſons tried before the Court of Juſticiary in Scotland, con- 
victed, and, in coni-quence of ſentence of tranſportation, ſent to Botany 
Bay for fourteen years. 
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character was a marked one; and nothing was morerpromi- 
nent in it than an attachment to their country, which might be 
called patriotiſm, oz nationality, but which conſiſted in the de: 
lire of having Franoe appear magnanimous and, great in the 
eyes of the world. Perhaps in this they had never been 
equalled, except by the ancient Romans. This ought to make 
them cautious ag to what might be the reſult of employing 
any very conſiderable number of thoſe men. Let them con- 
ſider, that ſhould we even ſucceed in placing Louis XVII. on 
the Throne, and a queſtion of indemnity ariſes, perhaps theſe 
yery French troops we had employed might take part againſt 
us; they might poſlibly have alſo other intereſts in betraying 
us. He did not mean to fay they would do it, but * 
time it would not be altogether diſereet to hold out to them too 
great a temptation. Suppoſe however, that we ſhould fail in 
our attempts, and ſhould be forced to return to the firſt object 
of the war, what would be then the conſequence ? We ſhould 
become the ſad. ſpectators of the ruin we: had touſed ; we 
ſhould hear thefe emigrants reproach us in this manner; * We 
depended ou your promiſes, and you have deceived us; we haverelied 
on you with confidence, and you have thus prevented us from uſing 
any endeavour to reconcile ourſelves to our country.” We ſhould 
then be forced either to caſt them out to the wide world in 
miſery and diftreſs, or to burden the people of this country for 


their maintenance; a burden that would be more heavy, and 


leſs juſt, than that in conſequence of the protection afforded 
the loyaliſts in the. American war. With :regard to the ex- 
. pence, it was impoſlible to ſay to what extent it might go; 
and as our tefources, like all human things, had their limits, 
we. could not be quite ſure the people would be able to bear 


the burden; nor could we be ſure, ſuppoſing them able, that 


they would be long willing to do ſo. When ſo deſirable an 
end would be accompliſhed God only knew; but he contend- 
ed that we ſhould endeavour to accelerate the period of peace, 
and to make the war as little ſayage and ferocious as poſſible. 
This Bill, as inimical to theſe two very deſirable objects, which 
were ſo much the wiſh of his heart, ſhould have his decided 
negati xe. N % — 
Mr. Secretary Dundas roſe. and faid, that like the Right Hon. 
Gentleman (Mr. Fox) nor before having had an opportunity of 
ſpeaking to the queſtion, he was happy that the Right Ho- 


nourable Gentlemar?s oppoſition, even at that ſtage, had fur - 


niſhed him with an occaſion of recording his ſentiments upon 

it. In doing this, he promiſed the Houſe, that he ſhould not 

detain it by entering much at length into the arguments of the 

Right Honourable Gentleman; for the meaſure they were 
ok. III. Ft EL % 
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413 WooDFALL's PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, {Connoxs, 
Tevelled at was grounded on ſuch plain and obvious conſe- 
tutional principles, as could not fail to impreſs the ſtrongeſt 
conviction on every one who conſidered it with attention. As 
this conſideration, therefore, was an object of the greateft im- 
ortance, he begged that the Houſe would, as a'preliminary 

| Nep, take into their recolſection the ſtate of the war, and the 
ſtate of the enemy: And firſt, it muſt be allowed, that Great 
Britain had been very tardy and cautious in engaging in it. 
'The Britiſh Government Had, indeed, and fo he believed had 
all other governments, ſeen with trembling anxiety the French 
revolution in its firſt progreſs. In that ſtate it was a ſubje of 
cautious obſervation, but not of pofitive alarm; but ſoon it 
aſſumed a ſhape ſo formidable, as created an alarm in the minds 
of all men. It affumed the ſhape of a conſpiracy of all the 
lower claſſes (who, deſtitute _—_— of principle and of pro- 
perty, had much to gain, and nothing to lofe, by a general 
convulfion) againſt all property, principle, and ſocial order; a 
conſpiracy extending itſelf over a large tract of country in the 
very heart of Europe, and menacing in profpeCt a progreſſive 
extenſion to other countries. Still, however, his Majeſty” 
miniſters had been flow to go to war; the rapidly increaſing 
proſperity of the country, the flourifhing ſtate of her revenues, 
and unbounded and daily increafing extent of her commerce 
and manufactures, had induced them to pauſe; they heſitated 
with that caution which an object of ſuch magnitude required. 
But at length all heſitation was put an end to, by the French 
declaring war againft us; not in the common forms, or with. 
the uſual circumſtances that attend declarations of war, but 
with ſymptoms of the moſt alarming nature that madneſs and 
malignity could deviſe, branching from a newly-ereated con- 
ſtitution, avowedly averfe to every government, of what nature 
or kind ſoevet, and built upon deſolation and anarchy. Thus it 
had appeared at the time of the declaration of war; ſince which 
he was ſurpriſed to find tliat any man, preſuming to any thing 
in the fhap2 of reputation for candour or common ſenſe, 
could have a ſecond opinion on the ſubject, however hc 
might have thought of it previous to that period. + At firſt, he 
owned, that things in France bore ſuch an aſpect as left great 
ſcope for the exerciſe of opinion: But it was reſerved fer one 
reat and illumined mind (Mr. Burke) alone, to have foreſee! 
1 the outſet the neceſſary conſequences of the revolution. He 
had even then, in his ſtrictures on that ſubject, coneeived, and, 
at the time when the tide of human opinion ran directly 
againſt him, pointed out, with a diſcernment amounting near 
to preſcience, the calamitous cataſtrophe likely to reſuk ſrom 
the revolution in France. Thoſe ſtrictures were then fail 
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be the phantoms of an over-heated imagination; but time, 
which rarely failed to do juſtice, had proved that all his pre- 
dictions, ſo far as they went, were verified to the laſt letter; 
and that the prophecy had fallen far ſhort of the facts which 
had ſince taken place, no one, he preſumed, would be hardy 
enough to deny. That monſtrous. ſyſtem broke forth like 4 
torrent in outrage againſt all the kingdoms of Europe, againf 
all governments, againſt all property, againſt our allies, and, 
as it was: openly avowed, threatened, when opportunity offered, 
to be directed againſt this country alſo. This was preciſely 
the ſituation, of affairs at the time of the declaration of war 
by France, The firlt Rep after this, was the baniſhment from 


chat kingdom of all perſons reſpeQable. for rank, for fortune, 
for virtue, or for attachment to religion. Thoſe men, thus 


baniſhed, ſolicited protection from this country, ſought an 
aſylum in the beneficence and charity of the Britiſh nation, 
and found it. | 


To thoſe Gentlemen who. donated that the war was 


not a juſt, and neceſſary war, he would ſay, nothing in addition 


to the concluſive and unanſwerable arguments which had been 


ſo frequently uſed. in that Houſe, but content himſelf with 


barely ſtating, that thoſe Gentlemen were inconſiſtent with 


themſelves, and, however they acted, at leaſt profeſſed and pro- 
miſed to act in direct contradiction of that aſſertion; becauſe, 
although they pronounced the war unjuſt and unneceſſary, 
they pledged themſelves to ſupport it; and though they pledg- 
ed themſelves to ſupport it, they had never failed, in any one 
inſtance, to oppoſe every meaſure adopted by the executive go- 
vernment for its maintenance. | 8 
With regard to the preſent meaſure, which was fo violently 


oppoſed by the Right Honqurable Gentieman's Friend, and 


ſo ſolemnly deprecated by himſelf, it was brought in aid and 


ſupport of this war, which the general ſuffrage of the people, 


and the almoſt unanimous concurrence of che Houſe, 


already ſanRioned. He left it to the wiſdom and diſcern- 


ment of the Houſe to decide, whether it was a meaſure 
which had a tendency to facilitate the accompliſhment of the 
object of the war or not, and by that deciſion he would ime 
plicitly abide, _ * | 


What was at preſenc the fityation of power in France? it 


was carried on by a faction, aided by a great body of the 
loweſt order, and. moſt. profligate . of the. populace ; from a 
reference to all their actions, and to all their reſources, it 
would appear that that power was held by the moſt-precarious 
of all poſſible tenuręs; 3 put it to the Houſe, and to 


the Gentlemen on the other 83 they were warranted 
| | | n In 
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$24 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [ſConons, 
in ſaying, that the great body of the people of France were 
attached to the preſent conſtitution? whether they, like their 
tyrant rulers, were inimical to the general intereſts of man - 
kind, or ſyſtematically hoſtile to this country? or whether 
they were unanimous in their ſentiments on the ſubject of ge- 
neral policy? He would venture to ſay, they were not; and, 
as a proof to the contrary, he appealed to the immenſe emi. 
gration from that unhappy country; to the unbounded but- 
cheries, maſſacres, and llaughters, under which millions had 
fallen; and to the total extinction of that ſecurity of perſon 
and property, which alone can bind rational men to any go- 


vernment, or engage the attachment or affiance of a com- 


munity. In ſhort, for his part, he was convinced that the 
larger body of the French people wanted nothing but real 
protection and ſupyort, to induce them to come ſorward, and 
raiſe" their whole force againſt the Convention. The natura! 
conſeguence of the innumerable maſſacres of thoſe ſavages 
upon each other, muſt be animoſities, diſtruſt, rancour, and 
jealouſy; and it was not ſmall bodies of men, but by far the 
larger part of the people, that muſt neceſſarily be diſcontent- 
ed, and hoſtile to ſuch unparalleled tyranny, however they 
might conceal their feelings under the impulſe of terror. It, 
then, fuch a government, or rather ſuch an uſurpation, were 
incompatible with the exiſtence of other governments, and 
with the hopes of laiting ſecurity, it muſt be allowed that the 
legitimate and neceſlary object of the war was the extinction 
of that government; and what meaſures, he aſked, were fo 
likely to effect that end, as making uſe of thoſe means which 
were oſt cloſely connected with that object? None. What 
were thoſe means? Great bodies of unfortunate perſons, of 
different ranks, were driven from their country, ſtript of their 
property, and reduced to the laſt extremity. Thoſe men, when 
collected into a body, would erect the ſtandard of exiled re- 


ligion, oppreſſed virtue, and expatriated loyalty; and to this 


end they called upon the Britiſh nation to give them arms. To 
ſuch perſons, who might be ſaid to have identically the ſame 
intereſt as we have, who would give a refufal of ſuch a de- 
mand? If he deſired, as all wiſe men muſt do, to eſtabliſh a 
regular government in France by their means, it was only with 


the hope of thereby eitabliſhing {ſecurity in Europe, and peace 


in this country. | | 
As to the war, Mr. Dundas declared himſelf to be a friend 
to it; and he hoped much from the meaſure propoſed by the 
Bill under diſcuſſion, as the moſt effectual to the attainment of 
a ſolid and ſecure peace. But until we firſt overthrew the 
preſent ſyſtem of French politics, we could neither obtain 
b 5 ; peace; 
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peace, nor hope for ſecurity; for, notwithſtanding the ſtability 
which the Right Honourable Gentleman conceived this-country 
derived from its ſituation, and the ſuperior yalour and loyalty 
of its people, to which no one was more forward than he Was 
(o ſubſcribe; yet, inſulated as we were, and mueh though we 
might boaſt of the bravery of our people, if a horde oſ ſan- 
guinary Tartars were ſuffered to collect in the heart of Europe, 
and diſſeminate principles of anarchy by the ſword; if every 
feeling was ſuffered. to be extinguiſhed, and all principle. and 
all property trampled under foot; and if the expediency of 
murder was to be meaſured only by convenience, when all the 
nations on the continent, one after another, ſhall have ſunk 
beneath their arms, or ſubmitted-to their principles, he believ- 


ed the Right Honourable Gentleman would hardly contend, 


that we could hope either for ſecurity, peace, or ſafety. De- 
firable, however, though this meaſure might be, and heartily 
though he might wiſh for its adoption, yet he ſhould not be 


found inattentive to any ſubſtantial objections which might 


be raiſed againſt it. There might perhaps be other conſider- 
ations. offered, which, when duly weighed, might counter- 
balance thoſe which he had already offered, and he called on 
the Houſe to ſay how far the Right Hon, Gentleman had ſuc- 
ceeded in his attempt to-urge them, 


The Right Honourable Gentleman. ( Mr. Fox) had ſaid, a | 


rather hinted, that many writers, ancient and modern, had laid 
it down as a part of the law of nations, that no power ſhould 
interfere in the internal affairs of another nation, or attempt 
to ſubvert its government. He feared the Right Honourable 
Gentleman had not lately examined thoſe authors, or, if ſo, 
had not at leaſt read them with his uſual attention and ac- 
curacy; for, though he had not himſelf, for a long time, 
looked into thoſe: books, he would, upon recollection, hazard 
an aſſertion, that there was not to be found in any author, 
ancient or modern, who had written on the law of nations, a 
principle of that kind: On the contrary, it was laid down in 
many, and particularly in the Right Honourable Gentleman's 
favourite author (Vattel), as a maxim (and common ſenſe pro- 
nounced it a juſt one) that the government of one country 


might interfere with and ſubvert that of another under certain 


circumſtances. The great leading general principle of all 


nations was ſelf- ſecurity; to this all general principles muſt be 
ſubſervient; and if the fact were, that the government of 


France were lodged in the hands of men whom the Right 
onourable Gentleman himſelf called Monfters, he wiſſied ta 
know what general principle could be found that forbids 
an attempt to wreſt the government from their hands? Ex- 
| TO cluſyg 
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cluſive of this confideration, however, it would be found, that, 
where authors touch upon this ſubject, they relate it as a mat- 
ter of ſpeculative policy, ai e to internal diſcords in 
times of peace; but in a ſtate of warfare, no man could be ſo 
ridiculous as to ſay, that it was not lawful for a nation to uſe all 
poſſible means to diſtreſs, to overcome, and deſtroy that govern- 
ment with which they are at war. And what was the preſent 
caſe? We were at preſent engaged with France in a war, in 
which, if the ancient government, or any other but the preſent 
uſurpation, exiſted, we ſhould not in all probability be engaged. 
Miniſters were not to fit down in their cloſets, and form ſpe. 
culative queſtions, whether or not they ſhould interfere, and 
endeavour to overturn that uſurpation, but to "conſider the 
enemy as an enemy, and deviſe means to bring them either to 
reaſon or to ruin. „ Ws 1 1 . 
The Right Honourable Gentleman, Mr. Dundas obſerved, 
had dwelt with much plauſibility on the calamities gf retalia- 
tion: He hoped the Houſe would not ſuſpect him of being 
jeſs alive than the Right Honourable Gentleman to the feelings 
of humanity, or leſs adverſe to the horrible circumſtances of 
war, though he refrained from diſcuſſing that ſubject: He re- 
frained not from fear or diſinclination to the diſcuſſion of any 
ropic that might neceſſarily ariſe, but from the impropriety of 
agitating ſuch a ſubjeck. Generals, who, for wiſdom and hu- 
manity, yielded to no men that have ever lived, had found it 
neceſſary, in the field of battle, to exerciſe retaliation; but 
none ever attempted to define, aſcertain, or reduce the exerciſe 
of it to general or definite principles. It was ſevere enough 
on them to be obliged to execute, without hurting the mind 


by after-ſpeculations on it. As right and wiſdom, ſo humanity. 


and neceſſity, are ſometimes at variance. Humanity may call 
to refrain from, and humanity may call to execute; but it 
1s mem and impolitic to enter into a cool diſcufſion of ſuch a 

Tu je . | | | | | | 
le hoped that the Houſe would acquit him of having 
brought thoſe men into ſuch a ſtate, If he were the con- 
queror of a province, and had ſent the people of that province 
coerciyely to war, he might indeed be called a ſavage; But that 
was the caſe of men who had been driven to the laſt extre- 
mity, who had loft every thing, who had no hope but in the 
favourable iſſue of the war, and who, not by compulſion, but 
ſpontaneouſly, were taking up arms to get back, by the bene 
icence of this country, to their rank, their property, their 
children, of which they have been bereft, They had called 
for arms: It was theirs to conſider the probable effects of re- 
caliation; They had weighed it * and ſaid, « Shall we _ 
. | 7 | el 
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the hazard of war, and of retaliation, and join England, who 
is fighting our cauſe, and endeavouring to reſtore us to our all; 
cr ſhall we endeavour to ſpin out a wretched, diſhonourable 


exitence, in this-forlorn ſtate, and die perhaps at laſt of ſa- 


mine, outcaſts of our country, traitors to our King, and apo- 
ſtates to our religion, by reſuſing our aid and ſupport to them? 
No one could preſume to accuſe Government of uſing com- 
pulſion: The emigrants had had the whole of the proſpect, 
and the whole of the riſk, before their eyes; they had taken 
their reſolution; and no one could deny the wiſdom of their 


choice; no man of feeling or magnanimity could think of act 


ing otherwiſe. | | | 13-41 
Mr. Dundas having argued theſe points with great ſtrength 
and ability, ſaid, he would next endeavour to fhew the fallacy 
of that aſſertion, that this meaſure would tend to prolong the 
trar. To a certain extent, he was willing to admit, that the 
conqueſts we had made in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies had not 
the ſame effect on the councils of France as conqueſts in 
France itſelf might have had: They had been undertaken to 
ſecure an indemnity at all events; yet ſtill, he maintained, 
they tended to accelerate the iſſue of the war; for as the re- 
ſources of the French depended in ſome meaſure on their co- 
Jonial poſſeſſions, taking thoſe colonies from them muſt, 
courſe, diminiſh their power of carrying on the war, and 
facilitate the accompliſhment of our grand object. | 
The queſtion, then, was reſolved to this; “ Could we hope 
for peace or fecurity without a total change in the govern- 
ment of France?“ To this he would anſwer, © Certainly 
not :?? For, even though we could keep all our conqueſts, and 
conclude a peace on the terms of itanding as we now did; yet, 
while ſo great a country as France, ſo powerfully circum- 
ſtanced, ſo furniſhed with internal reſources, ariſing from ſoil, 
climate, population, local ſituation, and extent, was ſuffered to 
exiſt with ſuch a government; a government raiſed upon 
violence, treachery, and uſurpation; .cemented with blood; 
ſupported by fraud, confiſcation, and plunder ; directing irs 
views to the accompliſhment of ſchemes, ſuch as neither the 
wildneſs of human project, nor the wandering of diſtracted 
imagination, but the fury of fiends, and the malice and cun- 
ning of the enemy of mankind, alone could ſuggeſt; and car- 
rying thoſe ſchemes into execution, by converting the whole 
people from huſbandmen, . manufacturers, and traders, into 


ſoldiers; while ſuch a nation, ſo governed, exiſted in the heart 
of Europe, vain indeed would be the hope of any country to 


live in ſafety! On this principle, if there were no other, he 
miglit venture to found his defence of the meaſure in 9 
@ A % v4 a | 2 2 
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He recollected, Mr. Dundas faid, ſome. ſtrictures which 
had been uttered in that Houſe in the laſt Seſſion and in the 
beginning of this, on Government's not affording early aſſiſt- 
ance to the malcontents and loyalifts in La Vendée. Thoſe 
ſtrictures he would ſay, were erroneous; though he perfectly 
coincided in, and ſubſcribed to, the principle, that it ought 
to be done, if poſſible : But how did that agree with the Gen- 
tleman's diſapprobation of interfering with the internal go- 
vernment of the country? The principle, however, was right, 
if it could have been effected. Gentlemen on the other fide 
had inſiſted on it, and he admitted it. If then it were expe- 
dient to riſque our national ſafety and honour in the hands of 
an undiſciplined, unprovided, ſcattered band, ſuch as that in 
La Vendée, how much more wiſe and uſeful muſt it be to take 
into our pay a ſtrong concentrated body of men, diſciplined, 
appointed, and provided before they take the field; commanded 
by men, not only eminent for honour and military talents, 
but revered for the victories and laurels they have won to adorn 


the Crown of France ! fighting under the ſame banners, having 


the ſame object, and animated by the ſame enthuſiaſm, as 
thoſe of La Vendee; not the enthuſiaſm of diabolical inſpira- 
tion, which ſwells the orgies of the Sans Culottes and Jaco- 


bins, but the enthufiaſm of a pure and glorious religion, of 
true heroic patriotiſm, and of ſteady and unfhaken loyalty ! 


Such an army was not only equal to prodigies in itſelf, but mult 
acquire itrength and numbers as it proceeded. 
An Honourable Gentleman had mentioned 500,000: He, 
for his part, wiſhed and ſhould rejoice to find, that there were 
ſo many; and though the Right Honourable Gentleman had 
queſtioned the ability of finding reſources for ſuch a number, 
except from this country, he conceived that a much ſmaller 
number would, in a ſhort time, render aid from this country 
totally unneceſſary, by putting a proſperous period to the war, 
recovering their rights, and putting an end to the calamities of 
France. 8 | 8 

It had been aſked, why this meaſure had not been adopted 
beſore? To this he would anſwer, that the country was not 
obliged to decide upon the queſtion beſore; but when large 


bodies at Toulon, La Vendee, and others, had called on this 


country, it was found expedient to comply, and prudent to 
employ France againſt France, to ſave her, and eſtabliſh the 
peace and ſecurity of Europe. 7 

The Right Honourable Gentleman had ſaid, that the war 
againſt France had tended to harden the hearts of men, and 
render them callous to the finer feelings of humanity: He 
would readily allow that that inſenſibility had taken place to 
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the moſt horrible extent in France, and even in England in 
part; for that which would once have excited horror and con- 
ſternation, was at preſent heard almoſt with unconcern as the 
news of the day. In the latter, however, he perſuaded him- 
ſelf, that it was not the effect of a hardened heart, but of a 
feeling which made the mind turn away without examination 
from {u.jects that were ſo often contemplated with diſguſt and 
horror. Would the Right Honourable Gentleman ſay, that 
we ſhould not lift an arm to ſmite thoſe wretches who had 
occaſioned that inſenſibility, or rather familiarity with cruelty 
and horrors ? It was not the war, but the authors of the war, 
who had worked this ſtrange and lamentable alteration in the 
human mind. The governors of France had done it; and 
the government of France bore in it the ſeeds of all thoſe and 
ten thouſand other miſchiefs. If power were thrown into the 
hands of a lawleſs illiterate mob, no mounds in nature could 
intrench mankind from the aſſaults of it in all the various 
ſhapes of abuſe; but let not Gentlemen preſume to ſay that it 
was the war that has occaſianed them: All thoſe outrages of 


ſociety, all that diſregard of religion, all that violation of pro- 


perty, had taken place before the war commenced. - | 
Mr. Dundas finiſhed his ſpeech with ſome remarks on what 
had fallen from Mr. Fox reſpecting Muir and Palmer, &c. 
and hoped that Gentleman would look to the ſtatute books, 
and fee what crimes thoſe were to which the puniſhment of 
death is annexed. Compare the crimes of an unfortunate 
wretch, who ſteals a cheeſe, with that of men who conſpired 
to inſtil into the people of Great Britain a hatred for their own 


government, and a love for that of France. See this, and re- 


flect on the conduct and humanity of thoſe Gentlemen who 
could ſilently acquieſce in the puniſhment by death of the for- 
mer, who was perhaps impelled to the theft by the clamours 
of a famiſhed wife and hungry babes, and yet revolted at the 
tranſportation of the latter, who had no motive to urge in pal- 
lation of their crime, no ſpur to prick them on, but the horrid 
deſire to overturn the conſtitution, and bury all the people in 
its ruins! 85 | 

Mr. Burke acknowledged that the whole of the Right Hon. 
Gentleman's (Mr. Fox's) ſpeech formed a moſt admirable pane- 
gyric, a moſt beautiful eulogy- upon humanity, No man op- 


poſed the principle of humanity, that had been ſo eloquently _ 


defined by the Right Honourable Gentleman. Who had diſ- 
praiſed humanity ? It might be fairly urged againſt the Right 
Honourable Gentleman, that ambitigſa fuit humanitas. It had 
been formerly aſked by a fellow, certainly not very polite in his 


manners, of perſons who were prodigal of their praiſe towards 
Vor., III. 28 U u Hlexcules, 


88 — = 


— TIS Fender - = 


ent, IG Peron _- 


a” * * 


— SR 2 


F 


= Ya — 


— H — 
+ ode 


— I-57 


8 NN 
* 


21 


OO SEE — 


a 


— 


— 


2 2 

mn wb” iy 
< pt 

2 4. 


VI 


= 


ages Li — 


— - 
4 > . Ne 
VN 3 , * 5 ” 
— 1 * LET 4 — 2 Fd 3 —_ — 
; 3 5 : += RICE os Fs F . 
1 * tg 4 £03 1 2 on * 8 * 
— * 1 0 S * WT. 3s 
1 F : C WJ : a 1 . "x - - — IE) 
-- a n ns F- 8 OY £ 0 — - 2 22 — 
0 . . F 2 " . ; 
X ene re 
— OE 8 9 > ee 


- * 
— 
— Weg, Wo — - 
233 — 0 2 * 


— 


— 


2% WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. {Conurox, 


Hercules, Wh» blamed Hercules? So in like manner, it might 
be aſked of the Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Fox), 
What Member in that Houſe blamed humanity? The mode of 
reaſoning purſued by the Right Honourable Gentleman was 
undoubtedly, in that inſtance, repugnant to the rules of rhe- 
toric; nay, diametrically oppoſite to the principles of elo- 
2 There never was a ſubject upon which the Right 
onourable Gentleman could exerciſe his. eloquence, and of 
that he had a moſt uncommon ſhare, to ſo very little purpoſe, 
more eſpecially in that Houſe, as upon the ſubject of huma- 
nity; for every member in that Houſe, to its praiſe be it ſpo- 
ken, was thoroughly acquainted with, and uniformly acted 
upon, ſentiments of humanity. The Right Honourable 
Gentleman had therefore thrown away his breath upon the 
ſubject, and waſted much good eloquence. But if the Right 
Honourable Gentleman had preached his ſermon on humanity 
in the Jacobin Club or in the Club of the Cordeliers, no man 
could deny that it would not be remarkably opportune, and 
extremely neceſſary at the preſent moment. To them, who 
were ſo abandoned, might be ſaid, | 


Piſcite juſtitiam merit, et non temnere divos.”” 


Whatever chance there might be that ſo excellent a diſcourſe 
might make ſome impreſſion on the minds of the Jacobins, yet 
he had too great an eſteem for the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man's talents, too great a reverence for his abilities, too great 
a regard for his humanity, too great a love for his generoſity 
and good-nature, too great an anxiety for the ſafety of his 
perſon, to entertain a wiſh that the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man ſhould go in perſon among the Jacobins to preach his 
fermon upon humanity, and apply it in an effectual way. No 
man liked humanity in theory better than he did; but as well 
as he liked it in theory, he liked it in practice better. Every 
man, that had the leaſt acquaintance with the Right Honour- 
able Gentleman, bore teſtimony of his good - nature; but the 
Right Honourable Gentleman's politics and rhetoric often led 
him aſtray from his good-nature. From this charge he himſelf 
could not crave an exemption. But how did the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman apply his humanity ? He certainly had 
exprelied himſelf poſſeſſed, and very juſtly ſo in his opinion, of 
prone compaſſion. Of this comꝑaſſion it might be ſaid, with 
138 e 


40 To leave them Providence's care.“ 


The Right Honourable Gentleman profeſſed, that he would 
not be inſtrumental in reſtoring thoſe. unhappy aged to 
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their friends, to their relations, to their native country, from 
whence they had been ſo cruelly and inhumanly baniſhed ; 
while at the ſame inſtant he avowed himſelf prodigal in pity of 
their wretched ſituation. The Right Honourable Gentleman 
had expreſſed, in very pathetic terms, his abhorrence and de- 


teltation of the cruel ſufferings that thoſe unfortunate victims 


of anarchy had undergone, while, at the ſame inſtant, he re- 
fuſed to afford them the leaſt relief. How then did the Right 
Honourable Gentleman deal with the injurers and the injured ? 
Why, he pities the injured, and abhors the injurers. But as 
he would not relieve the ſufferers, ſo neither did he think him- 
ſelf juſtified to puniſh the guilty. This was a principle of 
Stoiciſm, that defied the molt rigid Stoic, nay, even the great 
Zeno himſelf, to exceed. The ſum was, that the Right 


Honourable Gentleman was poſſeſſed of compaſhon with- 
out a deſire to relieve, and of reſentment without a wiſh to 
puniſh. | 


With regard to the little monoſyllable Yes, which had been 


alluded to on that night, as well as on a former occaſion, with 


| ſome degree of levity, he had only to obſerve, that Yes, in the 


old Engliſh, was called Ay 


„% Ay, ay, ay=A word more fatal thrice 
Than the eye of death-doing cockatrice.” 


Mr. Burke confeſſed that all his barbariſm ſprang from Yes. 


It was paſling ſtrange, if he could do more miſchief by the lit- 


tle monoſyllable Yes than the Gentlemen in oppoſition could 
by their long ſpeeches! When he found that his mongſyllable 
had ſuch an effect, it certainly was indecent and improper for 
him to trouble the Houſe with ſuch long ſpeeches. ; 

Muſt that little word Ay—that dagger, that horrid, that 
dreadful, and bloody monoſyllable, that was to produce ſo 
much retaliation—excel a word that is compoſed of many and 
beautiful ſyllables? Could he imagine that the Gentlemen on 
the oppoſite fide would not follow any regular train? Could he 
ſuppoſe that they would not purſue any regular ſyſtem ? 
Though ſome advantages might be derived from what they 


might advance, yet, from the fituation in which they ſtood, no 


reſponſibility attached upon them. What he had heard ad- 
vanced that night, he had heard with confiderable pain. Nay, 
he had heard the great principle of the law of nations repro- 
bated. The principle of all law was the Lex Talionis, If an 


individual ſuſtains an injury, by the rules of ſociety, the in- 


jurer is to ſuffer, and the injured is to be avenged. He had 
t:uſted that Gentlemen would have dropped that topic. He 
Uu2 had 
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had hoped that Gentlemen would have been perſuaded that he 
was not devoid of humanity, and that they would have given 
that ſubject its general credit, and ſutfered it to paſs. But he 
had found that was not the cate. In regard, therefore, to that 
ſubject, he would contend, that humanity could not exiſt for 
a moment, if it were not guaranteed by juſtice. All the hor- 
rors, the murders, and the maſſacres, that deluged and de- 
ſtroyed that unhappy country, France, were introduced by 


that continual talk of humanity : But, alas! all Europe was 


ſatiated, even to nauſea, with that ſpecies of humanity | Hu- 
manity was founded on the principles of juſtice, and juſtice 
on the Lex Talionis, The law of nature knew of no other 
principle. A celebrated writer (Mr. Locke), with'whom, on 
ſome points, he had not the honour to agree, though he cer- 
tainly did on this, ſtated that man, out of civil ſociety, had a 
right to revenge his own wrong ; which principle was grounded 
on the Lex Talwnis, The virtue of humanity was leſs defined 
than the virtue of juſtice. With reſpect to the doctrine of 
retaliation, if he had the ear of his Sovereign, if he had the 
ear of the Combined Powers, he would boldly tell them, that, 
in his humble opinion, it would be a ſcandal and a ſhame for 
them to ſuffer any man that joined their cauſe, that received 
their pay, and that fought under their ſtandard, to be facri« 
ficed, if they could poſhbly prevent it. He would ſeriouſly 
put it to the Right Hon. Gentleman, whether it were better 
for thoſe unfortunate perſons that have been driven from their 
country, robbed of their property, and ſeparated from their 
deareſt relations, to rely on the mere chance of having a con- 
ſtitution eſtabliſhed, of having a government, of having laws, 
of recovering their property, of being reſtored to their country 
and their friends, under the poſſibility of falling a ſacriſice to 
the vengeance of their countrymen, or to the other alternative, 


of pining out a life in poverty, baniſhment, and every human 


miſery? The chain of human affairs lay between two evils, 
He called upon the Almighty to forbid that a ſyſtem of retalia- 
tion ſnouid enſue, It had been ſtated that the adoption of 
the preſent meaſure would have a tendency to inflame ; he des 
fied any man, even as cruel as himſelf, to be capable of nflam- 
ing the Jacobint. In France, anarchy, confuſion, horror, 
murder, maſſacre, irreligion, immorality, plunder, devaſta- 
tion, atheiſm, rebellion, and revolt, were at the . height: 
There the Facobins ſlaughter the Cordeliers, the Cordeliers the 
Facobins, the Mountain the Valley, the Valley the Mountain; in 
thort, they were all flaughtering one another. With reſpect to 
what had been ſtated relative to the endeayour to introduce 
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the ſyſtem of cruelty and retaliation in the place of civilized 
war, a man might obſerve with Macbeth— | 


« Now high-ſeated tyranny reigns 
& Till every man fall by lottery.”? 


For the deplorable, for the lamentable ſituation of France, no 
man felt more. For himſelf he might be indulged to ſay, 


* 


« Haud ignarus mali, miſeris ſuccurrere diſco.“ 
whats Virgil. En. I. 


In all evils the quantity of the evil is a conſideration, There 
were inſurrections, there were tumults, there were riots, there 


were revolutions in this country, as well as in other countries; 


but what degree of compariſon was there between the ſlaughter 
committed in France at preſent, and the ſlaughter committed 
in all the other countries of Europe conjointly? With reſpect 
to what had been ſaid by the Right Hon. Gentleman relative 
to the death of Mr. Radcliffe, he was of opipion, that he ought 


not to have been executed: He was alſo of opinion that Dr, 


Cameron ought not to have been put to death. 

The Right Hon. Gentleman ſhould have recollected what 
happened in 1688. The Right Hon. Gentleman ſhould have 
recollected, that Louis XIV. took ſome Iriſh regiments.under 
his protection. And what was the conſequence ? Did thoſe 
Iriſh regiments ſuffer ? No, not one; although, after their 
deſertion, a whole regiment was taken in Scotland, and ſome 
of them in detached bodies were taken in Ireland. Here was 
an inſtance of the conduct of this country. But there were 
ſeveral other inſtances to be ſhewn, both in America and in 
France, 'This proved the dignity of ſentiment in former times. 
In regard to the conduct of Louis XIV. it was well known that 
ſeveral French regiments had co-operated with King William, 
and that Louis XIV. never put to death any of the men that 
had ſo regimented themſelves. The caſe of Lord Ligonier 


was alſo well known: Though born a ſubject of France, when 


taken, he was not put to death. Theſe inſtances he had ad- 
duced to ſhew what the opinion of Europe was upon the ſub- 
ject. Fact is the mortal enemy of declamation. Mr, Burke ſaid, 
he put caſes as they occurred in England : He put caſes as they 
occurred in Ireland, in Scotland, and in France; and there 
was not the leaſt compariſon between them and the horrible. 


murders committed of late in France. If Gentlemen were ta. 


look into Lord Coke, if they were to examine all the French 
writers on the ſubject, ne would be bound to ſay, they would 
not find one word to juſtify the ſmalleſt compariſon. This 


calculation was founded on the different periods when ths 
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ſeveral countries were divided by civil broils, when they were 
diſtracted by diſcord, and opprefſed by every calamity that 
could befal a nation. Gentlemen ſhould look at the rebellions 
that took place in Germany: They ſhould look at the rebellions 
that have ſhaken every country. He believed that Great Bri. 
tain had acted with greater ſeverity againſt plotters and conſpi- 
rators than any other nation in Europe. | 7 
The great and indiſputable ſyſtem of tyranny was daily fill. 
ing their own country with confiſcations, and other countries 
with exiles. By taking a retroſpeCt of all the calamities, rebel. 
lions, and diſturbanees, that he had mentioned, it would be 
found that ſcarce one family, much leſs a whole nation, had 
ſuffered in the ſmalleſt degree in their property. He adviſed 


Gentlemen to leck to the time of Cardinal Mazarine. The 


Emperor had had two rebellions in the Netherlands, which he 
completely conquered; and what was the reſult? not one man 
Joſt his eſtate or his life. Look into Sweden, where even the 
King had been murdered, and there very few had been put to 
death. Taking a view of all ancient hiffory,” he defied any man 15 
ſhew him ſo much murder perpetrated in the ſpace of one hundred 
years in all Europe, as had been committed in Paris in the ſhort ſpace 
of one æberk. It was faid, however, that Europe provoked them 
to this. When he faw perſons going to ſuffer for crimes 
which they had committed through the infirmity of human 
nature, he had real compaſſion for them; but when he faw 
perſons exulting in anarchy, in maſſacre, in blood; when he 
faw them reviling religion; when he ſaw them contemning 
and deſpiſing all human inſtitutions; when he ſaw them 
trampling under foot all facred ties between man and man; 
when he ſaw them unrelenting, and glorying in the infamy 
and in their guilt; and when he ſaw them bidding defiance to 
the great Creator himfelf, what room was left for compal- 
ſion? Who could accuſe himſelf of the want of humanity, 
were he to endeavour to put a period to thoſe unnatural and 
horrible crimes ? A nation, it was faid, thus grown cruel and 


Fl 


favage, would become {till more brutal, were all Europe to 
nnite, and were we to attempt to retaliate, Let that poſition 
be analyſed; ſor analyſis was alſo a deadly enemy to all decla- 
mation. What was the analyſis? Was it a new cafe? Did 
not all Europe unite againſt Louis XIV.? and did he, in con- 
ſequence, confpire to murder his council, to extirpate all reli- 
gion, and to methodize anarchy, confuſion, maſſacre, and 
murder? No, Moniti melizra ; when he found that all Europe 
was combined againſt him, he immediately relaxed the rems 
of his government. In conſequence of the league of Cambray 
22ainft the power of Venice, were the nobility plundered 0 
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maſſacred in cold blood? Was an expedition planned againſt 


the cities of Italy ? And were the inhabitants that ſurvived to 5 
get their bread by- pulling down every ſtone of their city? | Wh; 
Mr. Burke next alluded to the opinion of Mr, Lanjaunais, S 
who reprobated, in the ſtrongeſt poſſible terms, the regular 5 
plans for maſſacres and murder that had been formed at Mar- 0 


icilles and other places. What was humanity ? Humanity, 
on hearing of inhuman acts, excited all virtuous indignation to 
riſe, and ſought to inflict adequate puniſhment. Murder in 
France was extremely prolific z murder ſucceeded murder, as 
long as devaitation could endure it. He would aſk, who had 
formed a corps of 1200 men to murder all the Kings of Eu- 
rope? The monſters of France. The human race, by an 
unanimous conſent, rofe againſt the authors of this decree 3 
they provoked the general indignation of all Europe. When 
this country was forced into the war, ſhe found France excom- 
municated by all mankind. - It had been faid, that this was a 
combination of deſpats againit the ſtruggles of liberty. 
He called upon any man to ſhew him any one time, when 
the whole race of man had united againſt the itruggles of 
liberty. The ſentiments of mankind, nay, the ſentiments 
eren of tyrants, went along with thoſe who were ſeeking relief 
irom oppreſhon, and who were ſtruggling for liberty. But 
why did all Europe unite againſt them? Becauſe all Europe 
ſaw that it was not liberty, but power, they were aiming at; 
and when they had attained ſome power, they had ſhewn whar 
a horrible uſe they would make of it. Next, the war was to 
reſtore the ancient deſpotiſm in France: Bad as it was, it 
would be only to reſtore every man to his jg-tree and to his 
vine; of many good fig-trecs, and good wines, he knew, both in 
Normandy and Britanny. Under the ancient government no 
man's ſig-tree, or vine, or chateau, or palace, was violated. 
There were, as in Egypt, many good and many bad things in 
that government. The only inſtance he knew of, where the 
King of France ever made a meañ and oblique uſe of his power 
was, where an Aluvian queſtion was conteſted between the 
King and the corporation of Bourdeaux. To ſome Gentlemen 
it might appear diſorderly to mention facts. At the period of 
lite to which he had arrived, when he had neither imagination 
nor fancy, it ſutely might be allowed him, by way of conſola- 
tion, to recur to the umps of his memory. Gentlemen ought 
to recollect, that Mirabeau was reſcued out of the hands of 
juitice, by being thrown into the Baſtile. The people of Eng- 
and were as well as they could be. The poor bad a charitable 
Leiſlation to look to; they could demand ſupport from: per- 
tons in a middle ſtation in life, as well as from the rich. In 
2 | France 


— — 


IE OR 


— — 


a x SS ⅛˙ w. mnt hike) He © 0 ER AS,” 
£ A wt BS . TIES Za are wo . 12 
r rr een r " VU C 
- * * * 9 =» 8 r a 7 . — 5 of 

- — — TE Apo re pete 1 


—_ 


— — en 


2 * 2 ** 
—— — — ** 2 
"I ae nd 


—ͤ—„»-—k— — 2 


K 


— < * — 
r * ? 4 4 - , b 5 5 
1 USES Lr * 


a : - ID = : 2 . —— 
„ . : 222 2 > > — — 5 LY . 2 
. N ＋ 8 : 1 - > Pon hh YORI eng to e 
8 — IN — 5 : 2 e 1 2 SK. n 
9 WTF. +8. U #44? * — — ST” 5 v "= 4 > N 
bo 
—— 


— — Ee — 


— 


2 5 


eee 
* 
* 


335 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Connox:, 


France too, previous to the ſubverſion of their government, the 
poor were happy. | | 

The day on which this country ſhould ſhake hands with the 
Jacobins, that moment ſhe ſealed her own deſtruction. It was 
ſaid, that this was a war for the Scheldt. It might with as 
much propriety be called a war for a chamber-pot. No; it 
was a war for our religion, for our rights, for our liberty, for 
our property, nay, for our very exiſtence. Did they not at. 
tempt to over-run all Europe ? Did they not attempt to pene- 
trate into Holland, the country of our ally ? Speaking politi- 
cally, upon the ſalvation of Holland depended the ſalvation of 
this country: Our honour and dignity as a nation went along 
with that ſalvation. The meaſures that had been adopted to 
repel ſuch unparalleled aggreſſions, were wiſe and politic. It 
would be wiſe if the Combined Powers could break into 
France. | | : 

A great deal had been faid about the French Weſt India 
poſſeſſions: From the very moment that they commenced the 
war, the French relinquithed all idea of keeping their iſlands, 
It was a circumſtance well known at Jamaica, that the French 
had ruined ſome of their fineſt colonies, and had formed a pro- 
ject of embodying 300,000 Blacks, to over-run and lay waſte 
all our poſſeſſions in the Weſt Indies. Therefore, Gentlemen 
would do well to conſider this circumſtance before they con- 
demned the expedition to the Weſt Indies; an expedition that 
had for its object the preſervation of ſome of our moſt valuable 
a and the reſcuing of the moſt defirable acquiſitions 

rom the Jacobin maſs of ferocity and ſervile barbariſm. But 
it was ſaid, that the object of the war was to deſtroy the men 
of power in France. He denied that to be the caſe; for there 
were no permanent men of power in that country; they were 
here to-day, and away to-morrow ; one faction ſucceeded ano- 
ther, like Ombres Chinoiſes, or like the Kings in Macheth's Glaſs. 
What he regretted molt of all, was their nefarious diſcovery 
of the reſources of terror! For terror produced zeal, unani- 
mity, nay, he could even ſhew that it produced courage. When 
. cruelty and murder ſucceeded with impunity, mankind, as it 
were. become inſenſibly enamoured of the ſucceſs which re- 
acted upon vice, and produced ſtupid and ſtaring admiration. 
If the power of Jacobiniſm were not overturned, all Europe 
would fall a victim to ſavageneſs, brutality, and inhumanity- 

Mr. Fox roſe to explain. His argument, he ſaid, was, that 
if, as had ever been contended, the cauſe for which we were at 
war, was not for the purpoſe of reſtoring the ancient govern- 
ment of France, we were wanting in compaſſion and huma- 


nity, to employ thoſe emigrants in a cauſe with which they 
| | | were 
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were in no ways connected, and, by ſo doing, to place them in 
a tuation more deplorable, and more deſperate, than their 
reſent 3 as it muſt entirely cut off all hope of reconciliation 
between them and their country. With reſpect to retaliation, 
the Right Hon, Gentleman would recolle&, that he had not 
attempted to maintain'the right or the propriety of treating 
ſuch men as rebels, and putting them to death; but he had 
aſſerted, that it had been the general practice of nations, to pu- 
niſh with death, ſuch of their ſubjects as had been taken in 
arms againſt their country, He muſt have been miſunder- 
ſtood, when he was ſuppoſed to offer any thing in palliation of 
the crimes and enormities which the French had committed ; 
his argument was, that the combination of the ſeveral powers 
of Europe againſt them, was certainly the cauſe of a great num- 
ber of them; but he never intended to offer that as an apology 
for their conduct. With regard to the ſituation of the people 
under the ancient government of France, it had never been his 
intention to compare it with the ſituation of the people under 
any free government, becauſe he well knew, that it could bear 


no ſuch compariſon; becauſe he diſtinctly ſaid, that, of all 
arbitrary governments, that of France was the moſt oppreſſive 


to the lower claſſes of the people; and their fituation was 
more miſerable than that of any other people under any arbi- 
trary government. E a 5 
Mr. Burke replied, that he knew nothing could be further 
from the intention of the Right Hon. Gentleman, than to offer 


any apology for the crimes of the French; becauſe he kneẽw- 


his heart to be ſo framed, that he muſt have an utter deteſta- 
tion of ſuch enormities; but he himſelf only meant to ſhew 
what the effect of his argument might be, and in what light it 
might be conſidered, with reſpect to the ſituation of the people 
under the government of France. The bulk of the people 
under all governments whatever were comparatively miſerable; 


but that they were more ſo under the ancient government of 


France than any other, he denied: That point, perhaps, at 
ſome future day, he might argue more at large with the Right 
Hon. Gentleman. * . 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, there was one circumſtance and one aſſer- 
tion in which he entertained no doubt that he ſhould be joined 
by the majority of that Houſe, though rather a novel diſtinction 
for any poſitzon of his to meet, which was, that the diſ⸗- 
qualifying ſentence paſſed by the Right Hon. Gentleman who 
had juſt fat down on himſelf, was altogether unfounded, in ſo 
much, that he felt a conſiderable degree of diffidence in offer- 


ng himſelf to oppoſe him on the preſent occaſion. He had 


ſcarcely ever heard him diſplay greater talents, exhibit more 
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variety, or ſhew greater eloquence, than he had done that * 
night; and he had in no one way demonſtrated the leaſt ap- 
pearance of declining faculties, or tailing powers, except where 
the Right Hon. Gentleman had found it convenient to be 3 
little defective in point of recollection, Confeſſing his ſplen. 
did talents, he could not grant to the Right Hon. Gentleman 
one part of his definition of himſelf, v:z. that of being reduced 
to a plain matter-of- fact man; for that amazing fancy, and 
ſplendid imagination, which had fo often excited the admira- 
tion of mankind, were never diſplayed with greater advantage; 
attended with all that acuteneſs of judgment which could ſele& 
facts ſuch as were neceſſary to be placed in a ſtrong point of 
view, in order to reſiſt the arguments of his adverſary; and 
omit thoſe which might militate againſt his own. cauſe, and 
with ingenuity to ſupply thoſe in which it was really defi- 
cient : In ſhort, he had employed, on the preſent occafion, all 
thoſe arts which were beſt calculated to inflame the minds, 
and millead the reaſon of his hearers. Humanity had been 
the topic much dwelt. upon by the Right Hon. Gentleman, 
and he had diſplayed fo much wit and humour on the ſubject, 
that, from the levity with which he had at all times, when an 
opportunity preſented itſelf, fpoken of the murders, maſſacres, 
guillotines, and deplorable calamities of France, he might be 
conſidered as an inſtance of the total want of that amiable vir- 
tue, were it not a fact well known, that no man poflefled a diſ- 
poſition more inclined to feel for the various ſufferings of man- 
kind. 'Fhat night, however, the Right Hon. Gentleman could 
not, as he had done on a former occaſion, ſay that he ſmiled in 
indignation, and the bitterneſs of ſoul, at the reflection and 
conſideration of theſe enormities; for his whole ſpeech was | 
replete with jokes, and wit, and pleaſantry, on thoſe calami- 
tous events which diſgraced human nature, and excited the 
pity and indignation of mankind. As to the enormities com- 
mitted by that diſtracted and infatuated people, it was by no 
means his intention to palliate in the ſmalleſt degree, or offer 
any kind of apology for them ; becauſe he confidered them 3s 
having exceeded every limit of palliation or excuſe; but it 
might be at the ſame time worth while to inquire how fat 
theſe enormities were to be attributed to the people themlelves, 
and how far to the ancient government. If the war had not 
produced the preſent ferocity and ſavage manners of theſe peo. 
ple, to what cauſe then were they to be attributed ? It could 
not be ſoil or che climate that produced theſe dreadful effects. 
Certainly not. Government was the ſchool which formed and 
moulded the characters of men: If they were atheiſts at pre- 
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and the higher orders of ſociety, live in open contempt and & ji 
diſregard of religion. Had they leſs reſpect for property, and „ 
the ſtability of the laws, than other people? It was becauſe Fi 


they kad been ufed to ſee property yield to power, and had been ; 
educated under a deſpotiſm where every thing depended on the 1 
will of the prince, and laws ſubmitted to the corrupt perver- 4 
ſion of the magiſtrate. Were they murderers, and eager to 
ſpill human blood? It was becauſe they had been uſed to ſee 
the life of man made light of, and the human form diſtreſpected 
and diſregarded, | | Tout | 
The Hon. Gentleman had faid, that it was a ſtrong pre- 
ſumption againſt any people, when we ſaw the nations cf the 
earth uniting as it were with one accord againſt them, that the 
cauſe in which that people are embarked was a bad cauſe, and 
can never be the cauſe of liberty. This poſition might be very 
true, nor was it his deſign to contend againſt it; but he would 
ſay, that it was alſo a ſtrong preſumption againſt any form of 
government, which chanced to be ſubverted by any ſudden re- 
volution, when the people who lived, and were educated, who 
formed their manners, and their minds, under that govern- 
ment, were found, the moment their bands are broken, and the 
reſtraints of the Jaws removed, committing every ſpecies of vi- 
olence, of murder, and of devaſtation, that the government it- 
ſelf muſt have been a bad one; for it was wholly impoſſible, 
that the mere circumſtances of the ſudden ſubverſion of their 
government could inſtruct a people in a moment, and make 
them adepts in all manner of vice; the ſeeds of that vice muſt 
have been ſown before; the example of their rulers nouriſhed 
them, and the removal of reſtraint cauſed them to bring forth 
abundantly. It was not the nature of man to plunge at once 
into great vices, and to diſmiſs ſuddenly the natural feelings of 
humanity. Nemo fuit repente turpiſſimus: The progreſs of vice, 
as well as of virtue, was gradual. So that were he to ſee a 
people who, immediately upon the ſubverſion of their former 
government, inclined to virtue; if he ſaw them reſpect and 
dee the property of others; if he ſaw them tender of the 
ives of their fellow- creatures; if he ſaw them obſervant of 
the laws of nations, and ſhewing a deſire to preſerve peace and 
friendſhip with their neighbours; he ſhould be deſirous of the 
re-eſtabliſhment of their former government, becauſe he ſhould 
conclude, that the government which produced people ſo vir- 
tuous muſt be a good one: But if, on the other hand, he ſaw 
a people, who, upon the ſubverſion of their former govern- 
ment, immediately plunged into every vice which could de- 
grade human nature; if he ſaw them violate all property; if 
he ſaw them ſpill, without pity or remorſe, the blood of their 
Eo ASS -: fellow- 
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fellow- creatures; if he ſaw them diſregard all thoſe laws of 
ſociety which tended to the ſecurity and well-being of man; 
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he immediately concluded, that the government which could 
produce ſuch monſters muſt have been eſſentially bad, and 
ſhould therefore diſapprove of its reſtitution. | 
The Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Sheridan ſaid) had talkedof 
the ſecurity and happineſs enjoyed by all ranks of people under 
the ancient government of France; he told the Houſe, that 
then every man enjoyed himſelf peaceably under the ſhade of 
His own vine and his own fig- tree; ſurely he could not be ſeri- 
ous in that affertion, or he muſt have loſt all remembrance of 
what the ancient government of France was; where neither 
the property nor the life of the ſubject could be truly ſaid to 
be ſecure for one ſingle moment, being ſubject to the uncon- 
trouled will of the prince. He had been alſo lavith in his 
Praiſe of the adminiſtration of juſtice, when it was notorious, 
that their courts of juſtice were infamous for their corruption 
and perverſion of right. As to the higher orders of ſociety, 
which he had ſo much lamented, their virtues were by no 
means exalted. Their nobility and clergy, at leaſt thoſe of 
ſuperior rank, were profeſſed Atheiſts or Deiſts ; and there 
was not a ſingle man in the whole country, who affected a 
knowledge of the world, or had any pretenſions even to com- 
mon ſenſe, that would not have conſidered the eulogiums made 


in that Houſe on their religion and piety, rather an inſult to 


their underſtanding than a compliment to their virtue. Hence 
ſprung thoſe atheiſtical principles, hence ſprings this extreme 
depravity, of which we with ſo much juſtice complain. 

It was certainly unpleaſant, conſidering the preſent ſituation 
of many of theſe claſſes of men, to refer to ſuch circumſtances, 
however notorious they might be; nor was it from inclination 
that he did ſo; but that the ſerious importance of the ſubject 
demanded that truth , ſhould be ſpoken. The Hon. Gentle- 
man had ſaid, that they were wild ;beaits before we had at- 
tacked them; and from their being ſo, had ariſen the neceſſity 
and expediency of. that meaſure. Were they, previous to the 
attack of the two moſt powerful of the combined powers, 
Auſtria and Pruſſia, thoſe wild beaſts the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man had deſcribed ? If fo, and that fact rendered war expe- 


dient and neceſſary, why did we not then attack them? Why | 


did we at that period rather boaſt our neutrality towards them, 
and expreſs a deſire to conciliate their friendſhip and alliance? 
| Here there was a cry of No, No, from the Treaſury Bench.] We 
had endeavoured to conciliate them ſo far as to preſerve 
peace with them, or at leaſt we now pretended that we di 
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A wiſh had been expreſſed for a powerful army to break 
through the cruſt of the iron frontier of France, and to'make 
the emigrants the. point of a wedge to ſplit their power: This 
would be certainly placing thoſe Gentlemen in the poſt of 
danger; but there was no doubt but the high ſenſe of honour 
would make them anxi@vus to fill this honourable ſtation. Sup- 


poſing even that we could raiſe a powerful army of thoſe men, 


conſiſting of two or three hundred thouſand, to be applied ac- 


cording to the idea of the Right Hon. Gentleman, could we be 


certain of ſucceſs from the meaſure ? For, notwithſtanding the 
ſanguine hope of the Secretary of State, that, if once ſuch an 
army could be raiſed, it would maintain itſelf, and force its 
own way, it was probable it would not be found ſo eaſy a matter 
to effect; the chance was, that it would only induce the peo- 
ple to riſe in larger bodies, and to form a more conſiderable 
and powerful maſs, to reſiſt the progreſs of their invaders; 
and the circumſtances which had occurred in La Vendee went 
to confirm that opinion; it being a well-known fact, that the 
number of men in actual rebellion at one time in that depart- 
ment amounted to 200,000; but theſe the Convention found 
means to overpower z and they were not able afterwards either 


to force their way, or maintain themſelves. The events which 


had happened at Toulon alſo favoured that opinion; for there, 
thouzh the people of the country were ſuch enemies to the 
ruling powers in France, that they put that great and power- 
ful city into our poſſeſſion, yet we were unable to maintain our 
ground, and were compelled to relinquiſh our acquiſition 


nor, though aided by the favour of the inhabitants, and ſur- 


rounding people, were able to effect that object which it was 
at preſent ſaid might be ſo eaſily attained. 5 
Mr. Sheridan wiſhed to call to the Right Hon. Gentleman's 


recollection (though he was convinced that his memory was 
wholly unimpaired, except where forgetfulneſs might be con- 
venient), that in the caſe of America it was ſaid, that the ma- 
jority of the people of that country were averſe to the ruling 
power, and that they wanted nothing but encouragement to 
induce them to declare themſelves in our favour ; that, how- 
ever, proved a vain and deluſive hope; and ſuch, he feared, 
would be the event of the preſent meaſure, and the expecta- 
tions held out to the Public on that occaſion. | 5 

The ſmall word {Yes ) which the Right Hon. Gentleman 


affected to treat with ſo much levity, and upon which he had 


unneceſſarily gxercifed ſo much wit and humour, becauſe, as 
applied to him, it was a word of the moſt ſerious and alarming 
nature, as it went to convey his approbation of, nay, even to 
recommend a ſyſtem of retaliation, a fyſtem by no means a 
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tunately for his argument, not one of them applied, or bore 
any Gmilarity to the preſent caſe. The firſt was the caſe o 


ſome 


on 1 — 
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4 65 proper ſubject of mirth and pleaſantry, was not to be efti. ſom 
3h | mated by its ſize, but by its effect; and this little monoſylla. lion 
13 4 ble, Yes, was one of the moſt powerful he knew. From the did 
1 mouth of a Nero, or a Caligula, it could decide the fate of ſo vi 
42 millions. But, after all the Right Hon. Gentleman had faid bere 
on the ſubject, it was impoſſible to ſay whether the ſyſtem was time 
to be adopted or not. In one part of his ſpeech he taid, if he vice 
Had the car of his ſovereign, or the ears of the combined from 
powers, he would not heſitate to recommend them not to elapſ 
fuffer any perſon, employed in their ſervice, to be put to not 
death, Which they were able to prevent; and in another part enten 
he beſeeched God that this ſyſtem might not, take place. Engl 
What did the Right Hon. Gentleman mean, that it ſhould, or exce} 
it ſhould not, be adopted? That it would, or would not, take the g 
place? Though it might not be neceſſary to inform an indivi- woul 
dual as to which was the fact, yet it was neceſſary to inform ploye 
thoſe perſons that were to be employed under this Bill; for it inten 
was no more than juſtice that they thould be acquainted with ment 
the terms upon which they were to be employed, and the mag- treatr 
nitude .of the danger which they were to encounter : And he of Fr 
hoped that ſome one, who knew what the intention of Go- was t 
vernment was upon this ſubject, would deign to give the amon 
Houſe ſome information upon it. A Noble Lord (Mulgrave) conſe, 
high, and deſervedly ſo, in the ſervice of his Majeſty, and, by the 
he ſuppoſed, enjoying the confidence of his Majeſty's mi- that h 
niſters, had declared it his opinion, that the ſyſtem of retalia- than 
tion was to be adopted; and it was probable that the Noble and re 
Lord had not ventured to fay ſo without the approbation of ſelves 
thoſe with whom he acted; yet nevertheleſs' he muſt ſay, he his Le 
wiſhed for an explicit declaration upon the fubject, becauſe it in arn 
was in his mind of ſuch importance that it ſhould not be left from 
in doubt. "The favage nature of the French, their ferocity, Was, t 
and unexampled cruelty, had been expatiated on much at molt c 
large. He believed that, with regard to their treatment of two pi 
their priſoners, they acted upon very humane and honourable maint⸗ 
principles: He wiſhed to know from the Noble Lord if that did go 
was not the fact. [ His Lordſhip nodded aſſent.) With reſpect It w 
to the doctrine of retaliation in its practice, the Right Hon. ſerve þ 
Gentleman (Mr. Burke) had quoted a variety of precedents to into th 
ſhew, that in fituations ſimilar to that in which the emigrants were t. 
would be placed by the preſent Bill, it had not taken place; of Fra; 
and that thoſe alarming conſequences, ſo much apprehended, ut nc 
and with much reaſon, had not followed. In no one of theſe was, h 
precedents, however, had he been ſucceſsful ; becauſe, unfor- | govern 


objec; | 
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ſome Iriſh regiments in the French ſervice, taken in the rebel- : 


lion of 1745, in arms againſt Great Britain, and the Engliſh 
did not put them to death, though employed againſt them in 
ſo vile a cauſe. True, the ſact was ſo; but it muſt be remem- 
bered, at the ſame time, that it was in the year 1688, at the 


time of the Revolution, that thoſe troops entered into the ſer- 


vice of France, and in the year 1745, a period of 57 years 
from the time of their entering into the French ſervice had 
elapſed, when ſome of theſe troops were taken: So that it was 
not very probable that many of thoſe Iriſhmen who actually 
entered into the ſervice of Louis XIV. returned to invade 
England in 1745- But even an this precedent he had made an 
exception af ſome few, who were engaged in a plot to ſubyert 
the government of this country, who were puniſhed ; which 
would be preciſely the ſituation of the emigrants to be em- 


ployed under the authority of the preſent Bill; their avowed 


intention being the ſubverſion of the preſent exiſting govern- 
ment of France. His next precedent was the honourabla 
treatment that Lord Ligonier received, who, born a ſubject 
of France, had been taken in arms againſt Louis XIV. What 
was the fact? In the year 1682, the family of his Lordſhip, 
amongſt many other French refugees, fled their country in 
conſequence of the revocation of the edict. of Nantz; which, 
by the way, was an act exceeding in cruelty and enormity all 
that has been done even by the French, driving at once no leſs 
than z oo, ooo people from their property and their country, 
and reducing them to the dreadful ſituation of throwing them- 
ſelves on the protection of a foreign nation. In the year 1747 
his Lordſhip was taken priſoner in the pay of this country, and 
in arms againſt his own, a period no leſs than 65 years diſtant 
from the time his family left France; ſo that the probability 
was, that either his Lordſhip was not born at the time, or at 
moſt could have been but a child in arms. Therefore theſe 
two precedents went not at all to the ſupport of the poſition 
maintained by the Right Hon. Gentleman; and, as far as they 
ad go, they made directly againſt it. 3 8 
It was, Mr. Sheridan ſaid, a matter of ſome curiofity to ob- 
ſerve how the Houſe and the country had been led by degrees 
into the preſent pernicious and deſtructive war. At firſl we 
were told that its object was to repel an aggreſſion on the part 
of France, to 3 our ally, and obtain ſecurity in future: 
ut now the real object was avowed to be, what it always 
was, however concealed or denied, the reſtoration of the old 
government of France. It was well, at all events, that the 


object was declared; as they ſhould be able to form ſome * 
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of judgment what circumſtances would, or would not, conduce 
to peace. Thoſe frantic, furious, murderous diſpoſitions, 
which the French had betrayed, were not ſhewn, according 
to the Hon. Gentleman's argument, when all Europe united 


againſt Louis XIV. nor by the Venetians, when the league of 


Cambray was formed azainſt them: And for this plain and 
obvious reaſon z when Europe formed a combination againſt 
Louis XIV. to reſtrain his power, and check his ambitious 
purſuits, they profeſſed no intention to deſtroy him or his go- 
vernment, nor did they entertain any ſuch deſign: Nor did 


they ſeriouſly with to ſubvert the eſtabliſhed form of govern- 


ment of Venice: In the caſe of the French, the open and 
avowed object was the total ſubverſion of that government 
they have themſelves formed, and the deſtruction of thoſe who 
have in their hands the ruling power. | . 

In the early part of his ſpeech, ſaid Mr. Sheridan, the Right 
Hon. Gentleman treated with much levity the humanity pro- 


feſſed by his Right Hon. Friend towards the emigrants, and 


ſarcaſtically quoted the reply of a ſour Lacedemonian, to one 


who was prodigal of his praiſes of Hercules: “ Who blames 


Hercules?” In fact, that Hon. Gentleman himſelf ſcarcely 
ever touched upon the ſubject of French affairs, that he did 
not launch forth in praiſe of that amiable quality; though, 
perhaps, he had lately given a ſtrong proof with what little 
reaſon he made any ſuch reference. He ſaid, We afford 
compaſſion to the emigrants, we ſympathize with them, but 
we will not do any act to reſtore them. Our humanity is 
great in profe{ſion, but ſmall in practice.“. The Hon. Gen- 
tleman ſeemed entirely to have miſtaken the application of the 
principle of humanity to theſe unfortunate men; in his com- 
prehenſion it was this; not to hold out a promiſe of protection, 
which we might not after be able to afford them, and thereby 
render their ſituation more deſperate, and their miſery more 
intolerable. He would call to the Right Hon. Gentleman's 
recollection, the protection promiſed to the inſurgents in La 
Vendée, which we had never had it in our power to grant. 
He deſired he might recollect the protection we afforded to the 
inhabitants of Toulon, whom, after inducing to ſhake off their 
allegiance to their own government, and to ſurrender their 
town and its ſtores into our poſſeſſion, we were obliged to de- 
ſert in the night, and leave to the vengeance of their enemies. 
If it were neceſſary, he would alſo refreſh the Right Hon. 
Gentleman's memory on the ſubject of holding out protection 
to the loyaliſts in America; againſt that principle he both 


wrote and ſpoke with infinite ability; he then ſaw the _ 
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gerous and pernicious 'tendeney of ſuch a meaſure; he pres 


d ed the conſequences that would enſue, and the event ve- 


ried that prediction. TENT | 
Another Right Hon: Gentleman (Mr. Dundas) had ſaid; 


that the queſtion he found the moſt difficult to anfwer on this 


fubject was, why it was not adopted before? He would ſupply 
him with ari_anfwer ; becauſe.the object of the war was not 
avowed before, becauſe it had not before been explicitly de- 


clared that the object was the ſubverſion of the French govern- 


ment. Perhaps the preſent might ſeem a more convenient 
ſeaſon for its adoption, when the inſurgents in La Vendee 
were ſuppreſſed : Or now, perhaps, the renal having wit=- 
neſſed how well we kept our faith with the Touloneſe, would 
the more readily flock” to our ſtandard; and have a ſtronger re- 
hance, and more firm hope of ſecurity, from our promiſe of 
protection. That Right Hon. Gentleman, ſpeaking of the 
humanity, mildngſs, and moderation of the Scotch criminal 


las, when compared to the criminal code of this country, 


aikcd which was the greater crime, to ſteal a cheeſe from a 
window, either from the frailty of nature, or from neceſlity 


and diſtrefs, or that of exciting ſedition, infuſing diſcontent 


amongſt his Majeſty's fubjes againſt the government and 
conſtitution, with a deſign to ſubyert them ? In this inftance 
the Hon. Gentleman had done what he was much inelined to 
do; he aſſumed as a ground what was not fact, and then rea- 
ſoned from that ground aſſumed; for the perſons to whom he 
alluded, far from being found guilty, or convicted of the 
crime which he imputed to them, had never even beeri charged 
with any ſuch offence. . 1 os 
With regard to the operation and effect the Bill would have, 
it paſſed in its preſent form, and with all the clauſes which it 


now contained, he begged leave to call the attention of the Houſe 


to thoſe points; before they gave it their final ſanction. If the 
Bill were paſſed as it then ſtood, he contended that the Houſe 
of Commons would no longer preſerve its. ęxiſtence and inde- 
pendence as a Houſe of Commons; en by this Bill, it would 
abandon thoſe two firſt principles upon which depended the 
power and the authority of that Houſe. It would by this Bill 


ſurrender that powerful check upon the Crown, the annual 


opportunity of diſbanding the army; and it would ſurrender 


the guardianſhip of the public purſe. Should we not have 


reaſon to conſole ourſelves; when we returned to our conſti- 


tuents, and told them how nobly we had acted; and would 


they not have reaſon to approve our conduct? * You veſted 
in us,” they might ſay, © the opportunity of annually checking 
e dangerous power of the executive branch of the conſtitu- 
Vox. III. n A nion, 
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tion, by diſbanding its military force; and we have ſurren- 
dered that opportunity into the hands of the Crown, for a time 
limited only by its will, You appointed us the guardians of 
the public purſe againſt the profuſion of Government; we have 
reſigned that important truſt ; and your money, to an unli- 
mited amount, may be expended by the Crown.” Could our 
conſtituents fail to applaud our fidelity? If this Bill paſſed in 
its preſent form, ſo great a power of money and of men would 
be thereby put into the hands of Government, that the King 
need not, if he pleaſed, in the next year call any Parliament, 
if he ſhould think it proper. He knew this might be thought 
an extreme caſe, when the virtues, the integrity, and the re- 
gard for the conſtitution, which his Majeſty's preſent adviſers 
were known ſo eminently to poſſeſs, were taken into conſidera- 
tion. It might be ſaid, that though theſe troops were to be 
employed during the war, yet, if any improper uſe were made 
of that power, we might fhew our difapprobation when the 
eſtimates of their expence came to be laid before the Houſe: 


But what was to be conſidered an improper uſe of this power? 


The number was only limited by the pleaſure of the Crown; 
and that Houſe, by the Bill, pledged itſelf to pay the expence; 
nor could we hereafter, conſiſtent with the enen of the 
Houſe, refuſe; and it would, in caſe any perſon was to pro- 
poſe ſuch a thing, be urged as a ſtrong, and, he muſt ſay, a 
fair argument againſt the propoſition. Mr. Sheridan intreated 
that the Rigbt Hon. Gentleman would confider the import- 
ance of this Bill, and the dangerous effect it would have on the 
conſtitution, and conſent to the introduction of a clauſe which 
he ſhould propoſe for limiting its duration to one year. [The 
SPEAKER informed Mr. Sheridan, that the Bill having been read 
a third time, and the queſtion being now, . That this Bill do poſi,” 
no clauſe could be introduced.) He heped then, the Right Hon. 
Gentleman would bring in a ſhort Bill to that effect; for he 
muſt very well know that limiting the duration of this Bill 
- a one year could by no means impede the fucceſs of his 
object. | | | 

n ſaid, that having been ſo particularly called 
upon by the Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, he could not fit 
fitent, and the occafion muſt apologizè for his entering at all 
into the debate that night. In anſwer to that Hon. Gentleman 
he was obliged to ſay, that though he uſually agreed with his 


Right Hon. Friends near him, he certainly was not in their 
confidence with reſpect to what had been done at Toulon; 


what he had done there was merely what he conceived his duty 
dictated to him, and what he had ſaid ſince his return, did not 


proceed from any particular confidence repoſed in him, 75 | 
| | 15 } 
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his Right Hon. Friend, or thoſe who had brought forward the 
diſcuſhon of that ſubje&t. He repeated what he had faid on a 
former day reſpecting retaliation. With regard to what had 
been ſaid of the affair at Toulon, as an experiment, the fuc- 
ceſs of which, or diſappointment attending the evacuation of 
it, he did not conſider to be of fo much conſequence on the 
future operations of the war, as the Hon. Gentleman had 
ſtated it to bez but he begged leave to decline ſaying any 
thing about the plan or execution of that buſineſs. While he 
had the command of the Britiſh troops there, and the French 
who voluntarily flocked to their ſtandard under the authority 
and invitation” of his Majeſty's proclamation, he had always 
conſidered the latter entitled in every reſpect to the ſame pro- 
tection from him as the Britiſh troops could expect, or had a 


right to Jain. When Toulon was ſurrendered to the Britiſh 


Forces lie people there were then divided into two parties, 
thgſe who acted under the authority of the Convention, and 
exiting power in Paris, and the other conſiſted of thoſe 
who Heſired the reſtoration of the Conſtitution of 1789, 
and, Uahgre all, were decidedly zealous for the reſtoration 


of monarchy of ſome ſort or other.” They were nearly 


equal in power and numbers, and had a ſufficient force 
been there to aid the latter, he believed the experiment, as 
it had been called, would not have failed of ſucceſs; it 
was, however, to be recollected that the force of the French 
was daily increaſing to a much greater degree. He-would not 
ſay that the French army aCting againſt Toulon were united 
in their ſentiments; he believed it to be otherwiſe, and had 
reaſon to entertain that opinion from the number of deſerters 
who came in; many of theſe were merchants, and other people 
of ſome conſideration; and when they ſtated that a ſpirit of 
revolt exiſted in the French army, it became natural to aſk 
them, “ If that is the caſe, why do you not act with more 
energy? Why do not thoſe who are diſſatisfied unite in a body 
and come over to us at once, either in the night-time or any 
way they find it practicable?“ The anſwer. was, that they were 
ſo guarded and watched by ſpies, that the two neareſt neigh- 


' bours who had been on terms of intimacy and friendſhip all 


their lives, had no opportunity of communicating their ſenti- 
ments to one another, not from any ſuſpicions entertained of 


diſaffection to the common cauſe, but from a fear that there 


might be a. want of firmneſs and ſteadineſs in their conduct. 
With regard to the evacuation of Toulon, it was not for him, 
whatever knowledge he might poſſeſs on the ſubject, to offer 
any vindication for thoſe who had the conduct ok, that meaſure z 
by preſuming to interfere in their behalf, unintentionally he 

| . might 
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might injure their cauſe, and detract from- their merit ; He 
could have wiſhed that no harth expreſſions had been uſed re. 
ſpecting it, particularly till thoſe who were moſt concerned 
were preſent to account for their conduct; and he was ſure 
the Hon. Gentleman would be as much hurt as any man could 
be, were he to uſe any ſuch expreſſions, and afterwards find 
that they were not merited. Recurring to the ſubject of reta- 


hation, he was not afraid of any bad conſequence ariſing from 


what he had ſtated his opinions to be, and he certainly never 
meant to ſay, that retaliation was to be uſed by ſoldiers with- 
out the expreſs command of their officer. With reſpect to 
the conduct of the French towards the priſoners they had taken, 
he agreed with the Hon. Gentleman, for he never had heard 
that any of them had been ill uſed; at the fame time he ſhould 
be ſorry indecd if the conduct of the Britiſh, upon a compari. 
ſon, had not far ſurpaſſed, in humanity and generofity, any 
thing that the French or any other nation could boaſt of; and 
that he was warranted in this aſſertion it was only neceſſary 
for him to {tate one inſtance, to which he begged leave to call 


the particular attention of the Houſe. When. they attacked 


that place, which the officer who commanded had done him 
the honour to give his name to (Fort Mulgrave), the French 
had determined to give no quarter, and had acted up to that 
cruel and barbarous determination: What was the conduct of 
the Britiſh ſoldiers almoſt immediately after? A contraſt that 
proved the generoſity of their national character, and would 
ever reflect upon them immortal honour. They were ſent ta 
attack a place of ſtrength in Corſica 3 animated and incenſed 
by what had happened at Fort Mulgrave, they were determined 


to give no quarter, and with this ſentiment went to the at- 


tack ; the place was vigorouſly defended, but at laſt fell to the 
victorious arms of the Pritiſh foldiers. No ſooner were they 
conquerors than the premeditared revenge was converted into 

| Pity for the vanquiſhed, and inſtead of giving no quarter, they 
not only refrained from ill uſing their perſons themſelves, but 
prevented the Corſicans, who were enraged by their conduct, 
trom ill uſing them, and abſolutely were ſeen knocking down 
their allies to prevent what they generouſly thought was ſavage 
and unmanly conduct-an inſtance of moderation, generoſity; 
and of magnanimity, that had ſeldom or never been equalled 
„either in ancient or modern times. The Noble Lord not 
withing to go into the other parts of the Bill, concluded with 
a few remarks upon what had fallen from Mr. Sheridan, re: 
ſpecting the duration of the Bill, which he thought could 
have no effect upon the enliſting of the emigrants; for 
though the Mutipy Bill was paſſed annually, yet all ſoldiers 
e were 
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were enliſted for life, and not during the war, or for any ſpe» 
cified time. EEE 8 | Kin», 8 

Mr. Secretary Dundas roſe to explain; he wiſhed to avoid 
every thing like à diſagreement with the Noble Lord. Upon 
the ſubject of retaliation, What he had meant was, and he be- 


lieved the Noble Lord would agree with him, that reta- 
lation on all occafions was to be uſed only as a diſcretionary 


power under the controul of thoſe who commanded, and he 
was fully convinced the Noble Lord would in no ſituation of 
ſervice abuſe that power. | | 

Mr. William Smith ſaid that he muſt ſay a few words in 
animadverfion on ſome aſſertions that had fallen in the courſe 


of the debate. The aſperſions on France, on the ſcore of ir- 


religion, would ſeem as if, under the ancient ſyſtem, they had 
been a pious. and moral people. He begged leave to tell a 


ſhort anecdote, for the truth of which he could pledge him- 


{c!f.—In the houſe of a Nobleman in France, where a number 
of dignitarics of the church were preſent, religion was brought 
on the table, and it turned out that a more unſavoury diſh could 


not have been brought to the table; for the Biſhops to a man 


made it an object of ridicule, and a ſingle Engliſhman who 
happened to be preſent, alone ſpoke with reſpect of the Goſ- 
pel. The Iriſh chaplain of a Peer who was alſo preſent, ad- 
vanced and embraced him, and aſſured him with tears in his 
eyes, that he was the only Chriſtian in company. Of the 
courts of law under the old ſyſtem in France, the profligacy 
and corruption were fo notorious, as to make it unneceſſar 


tor him to ſay a word: Nothing could be more deplorable nor , 


more oppreſſive. The Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Burke) 
had ſaid that the great majority of the people under all go- 
vernments were comparatively miſerable, In his mind this was 
a moſt ſhocking thing to ſay of human governments. It was 
to ſay, that they were all inadequate to their end ;—but he 


truſted it was not true of all. There were-ſome governments, 


at leaſt, in which there was much poſitive happineſs, The 
people of Holland, where the population was infinitely greater 
than that of France, had the comforts of life. The people of 
France under the old government wanted even the neceſſaries. 
In regard to the preſent Bill, he had ſuſpected that he was 
guilty of exaggeration when he ſaid that 100,000 men might 
be brought into the pay of this country—no ſuch” thing ag 
exaggeration he found that there might be even 500,009 
men in our pay, and this without any other limit than the du: 
ration of the war, 1 | 9 
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. APR: 
The queſtion for the third reading of the Bill was put, and 
| me in the affirmative. The Bill was read a third time, and 
. -:, patled. ; | 0750 
3 The Houſe ſat a conſiderable time after ſtrangers were ex. T 
cluded. We underſtand that Mr. Burke brought up the Re- Tew 
port of the Committee appointed to inſpect the Journals of thirc 
the Houſe of Lords reſpeCting the progreſs of the impeach- A 
ment of Warren Haſtings, Eſq.—A motion was made that the the \ 
Report be printed, upon which a debate aroſe. The Mafter to th 
the Rolls and Mr. Law oppoſed the printing—the Chancellor Ti 
of the Exchequer, Mr. Fox, Mr. Secretary Dundas, Mr. She. | for: 
ridan, and others, were for it; the motion was at laſt agreed to, Elec 
and a ſufficient number of copies for the uſe of the Members of tl 
ordered to be printed. | r TE LDR up to 
Adjourned at one o'clock till Monday ſe'nnight. - 
| V. 
| the ſt 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 4 rb 
MonpDay, April 28. ; * 45 
PRUSSIAN TREATY, 1 * jel 
Lord Grenville preſented a Meſſage from his Majeſty, relative 40 wy F 
to the treaty entered into between the King of Pruſſia, the 3 q 
States General of Holland, and Great Britain, and moved, 4 M 
that the Houſe ſhould be ſummoned to take the ſame into con- - 
ſideration on Wedneſday the 3oth. 5 | i 4; 
Mr. Hobart, and others, brought up ſeveral Bills from the = M 
. . > 45h a 
Commons, which were read a firſt time. | | = = 
| HOWARD'S DIVORCE BILL, 0 © take 
Their Lordſhips reſolved themſelves into a Committee upon req 
this Bill { Lord Suffolk in the Chair). f Mr. 
A Clauſe was introduced and agreed to, by which any child * ferre 
born of Lady Elizabeth Howard after the firſt of May « the: 
1794, was declared incapable of inheriting the eſtates of Mr. Mr. 
Howard. | 5 | „ be full 
The other Clauſes were agreed to, and the Report ordered for a C 
to be received. | N forwar 
| | ' VOLUNTEER FILL, : ſhould 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought up from the Com- Mr. 
mons the Bill to enable Volunteers to enter into his Majeſty's day for 
Service for the internal Defence of the Kingdom, It was read before t 
- a firſt time. | | 5 | | pers to 
Adjourned. all, that 
i cuſſion 
engagen 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Mopar, April 28. 


The. Scotch Tobacco Duty Regulation, Swanſea Canal, 
Tewkeſbury Road, and Houghton Incloſure Bills, were read a 
third time, and paſſed. 3 1 ; | 

A Petition from the Lord Mayor, &c. of London, relative to 
the Watermen's Regulating Bill, was prefented, and referred 
to the Committee on the Bill. 43 | . 

The Speaker iſſued his Warrant to the Clerk of the Crown, 

for a new Writ to be directed to the City of Bath, for the 
Election of a Citizen to ſerve in Parliament in the room of 
of the Right Hon. Lord Bayham, now Earl Camden, called 
up to the Houſe of Peers. . | 
. 3 KING'S MESSAGE. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas brought up a Meſſage from the King, 
the ſubſtance of which was as follows: That his Majeſty had 
« ordered a Copy of a Treaty, ſigned on the 18th of this Month 
at the Hague, by the Plenipotentiaries of his Britannic Ma- 
« jeſty and thoſe of the States General on the one hand, and 
by the Plenipotentiaries of the King of Fruſſia on the other; 
and likewiſe of a Convention between his Majeſty's Miniſters, - 
and the States General, to be laid before the Houſe. And his 
« Majeſty, always relying on the ſupport of his faithful Com- 
« mons for. the vigorous proſecution of the war, recommend- 
ed it to the Houſe to make ſuch proviſion as to enable his 
« Majeſty to fulfil his engagements, as well as to defray any 
extraordinary expence which might be incurred, and to 
© take ſuch meaſures as the exigency of the moment might 
require. 7 - | C 

Mr. Dundas moved, „ That this Meſſage might be re- 
x ſeal = a Committee of the whole Houſe on Wedneſday 

the goth,” ents FR aaa nth 7 

Mr. Curæven ſaid, it would be important for the Houſe to 
be full on the diſcuſſion of this ſubject, and therefore he wiſhed 
for a Call of the Houſe, He intimated that he ſhould Deng 
ſorward a motion for the Call of the Houſe before this buſineſs 
ſhould be diſcuſſed. e at, 7 ER 

Mr. Fox thought the enſuing Wedneſday much too early a 
day for the diſcuſſion of this buſineſs. It would be impoſſible 
before that time for the Houſe to be acquainted with the pa- 

pers to which the Meſſage referred. It was neceffary, above 

all, that the Houſe ſhould, for ſome time previous to the diſ- 
cuſſion of the ſubject, know ſomething of the extent of the 
engagements to which the Meflage referred: For theſe reaſons 
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he ſhould move that Monday, the oth of May, be appointed iu. 
ſtead of Wedneſday. _ | e 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer obſerved, that the Houſe had 
been ſometime ago previoully infofmed, that ſomething of this 
nature was to come under their conſideration, and therefore 
no perſon could be ſurprifed by it, for the point was not in 
fact new. With regard to the Call of the Houſe, he did not 
believe it would be neceſſary on this occaſion. He ſaw ng 
reaſon for the propoſed delay at preſent; 85 

Mir. Sheridan ſaid, the neceſſity for the Call of the Houſe 
might appear when the ſubje& came under diſcuſſion. What 
he chiefly wanted at preſent to know, was the quantum of ſub- 
ſidy to be given to the King of Pruſſia, and this could hardly 
be known by the Houſe within the time limited for the diſ- 
cuſſion, unleſs the miniſter gave the ſubſtance of the engage - 
ments of the Treaty then, for they could hardly be in tlie hands 
of the Members by Wedneſ dax. 0 | 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, it would be much 


* 


more regular ſor the Houſe to peruſe the papers themſelves, 


which would be ready that night, or the next morning, than to 
pan the outlines of their contents irom any ſtatement from 
im. (4 „ | 
Mr. Secretary Dundas then brought up Copies of the 
| Treaties alluded to in the King's Meflage, the titles of which 
were read: They were dated at the Hague, 19th of April 
„„ 5 A . TR 
| Us. Sheridan ſaid, that if the miniſter did not chuſe to 
ſtate the ſubſtance of the Treaties, he ſhould move that the 
whole of them ſhould be read; the miniſter ſhould judge 
whether it was worth his while to ſave the time of the Houle 
or not. | N | 
| The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he had no objection to 
ſtate the account of his Majeſty's engagement on the part of 
this country, with his Majeſty the King of Pruſſia. The King 
of Pruſſia engaged to bring into the field in all 62,000 men, 
or a little more, to be employed according to military regula- 
tions. This number included his Pruſhan Majeſty's contin- 
gent, which he was to ſupply towards the, war, without this 
{ubſidizing treaty; that contingent amounted to about 30, ooo. 
The conſideration for this was, that the King of Pruſſia was to 
receive 50,000l. ſterling per month; beſides which he was to 
receive for forage, &c. for 62,000 men, 100,000l. per month, 
&c. the ſum of Zoo, oool. on putting his troops in motion, 
and 100,0001. on their return; ſo that the whole expence on 


this country would amount for one year, under this treaty, to 
| | x,800,000l- 


purpoſ 
ſeſllon 


ſaid, 5 


Vo! 
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1,300,000. or thereabouts; and for the remaining part of the 
preſent year, ſuppoſing the war to continue to that period, the 
expence would be about 1,350,000l. Of this ſum the States 
General were to repay to Great Britain the ſum of 400,000. 


TESTS. 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that, on account of the unavoidable ab- 
ſence of ſome Gentlemen who wiſhed to take a ſhare in the 
diſcuſſion, he ſhould poſtpone the motion he gave notice of 
making the next day, relative to Teſts to be given to Catholics: 
He ſhould make it the firſt open day. 


ELECTION BILL, 


On reading the Order of the Day, for the recommitment of 
the Bill for further preventing delays at the Election of Mem- 
bers to ferve in Parliament, | | 

Mr. Fox pointed out the impropriety of continuing to ad- 
miniſter, on ſuch occaſions, the oath which was called the long 
zath : He therefore moved that it ſhould be left out, which was 
agreed to; and it paſſed through the uſual form, and the Re- 
port was ordered to be received. | 


ABERDEEN POLICE BILL, 


Mr. Sheridan moved for the remaining Orders of the Day 
being read; on which the order for Counſel to be heard on 
the Report of the Aberdeen Police Bill was read by the 
Clerk, | 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, if Gentlemen had given that attention 


to this cafe which it merited, it would appear to be one of the 


molt daring meaſures, that ever was brought forward in Par- 
liament. It was contrary to the opinions and feelings of many 
thouſands, who were to be affected by it; and it appeared to- 
tally unneceſſary; for there were funds in the management of 
the Town Council ample and abundant for every purpoſe pro- 
poſed by the Bill. He could not conceive it proper, therefore, 
chat a buſineſs of ſuch deep importance, and affecting the in- 
tereſts of ſo many thouſands, ſhould be brought forward in ſo 
thin a Houſe. TE, | | 

Sir Thomas Dundas ſaid, the caſe was one of a very extra- 
ordinary nature indeed. There were ample funds for every 
purpoſe required; and the Town Council of Aberdeen, in poſ- 
leſion of theſe funds, ought certainly to have furniſhed from 
the public revenue of the Burgh, long ere now, thoſe very ar- 
ticles for which they now demanded a tax from the inhabitants 
by authority of Parliament. | 

Mr. Allardyce contended for the propriety of the Bill; and 
faid, if ſuch oppoſition was given to it, he would move to 

Vor, III. Z 2 have 
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have the Order of the Houſe, for being heard by Counſe}, gif. 


charged. | 5 | 

Colonel Macleod ſaid, the buſineſs appeared to him to be of 
too deep importance to be brought forward in a thin Houſe, 
He imagined the number preſent was not ſuch as to juſtify pro- 
ceeding in it, conformable to the rules of the Houſe. and 
there being only twenty-one Members preſent, the Houſe of 
neceſſity ſeparated. | 5 N 


— — a — 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
TUESDAY, April 29. 
HOWARD'S DIVORCE BILL. 


The Bill, with ſeveral Amendments, was reported, and, 
on the Duke of Norfolt's moving that it be read a third time, 

The Duke of Bedford, after ſtating that this was a caſe en- 
titled to extraordinary indulgence on the part of the lady, 
and well known to their Lordſhips, moved as an Amendment, 
that the ſum of 7oool. ſhould be paid to Lady Bellaſyſe; and 
if this was carried, he meant to propoſe a further proviſion for 
the Lady. | | | 

The Duke of Norfolk thought this a ſevere tax on the party in- 
jured, but he had no objection to it, provided Mr. Howard was 
to be reimburſed for the expences of the trial, and other debts 
incurred by Lady Bellaſyſe. | | 

The Duke of Bedford objeCted to this, as it would, in fact, 
ſwallow up the whole of the proviſion to which this Amend- 
ment went. 288 | 

After a deſultory converſation, the queſtion was put : 

Contents, for the Duke of Bedford's motion, 15 
Non-Contents  _ = - 7 3 

The Duke of Bedford propoſed that an annuity of 250ol. per 
annum ſhould be allowed to the lady, during the joint lives of 
her and Mr. Howard, which he calculated to be worth about 
20001. or 2300l. and this, added to the 7oool. would leave 
to Mr. Howard 2700! out of the 12,0001. he received as 
the Lady's fortune, towards defraying the expences of the 
trial, &c. | | 

The Duke of Norfolk divided the Houſe on this queſtion, 
when there appeared, 8 5 
| For the motion 15 


Againſt it 3 


Majority 12 
Adjourned. FE 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tus DAV, April 29. 
The Sunday Bill was read a third time, and paſſed. 


Agreed to the Lords Amendments in the Aſhby-de-la-Zouch 


Canal Bill, | 
TRIAL OF MR, HASTINGS, 


Mr. Burke adverted to ſome alterations which it would be 
neceſſary to make in the Report of the Committee appointed 


to inquire into the cauſes of the delay of the trial of Mr. 


Haſtings, and moved that the order for printing the Report 
be diſcharged; which (after ſeveral obſervations were made by 
Mr. Law, ſome of which were againſt the delay, as he con- 
ceived, occaſioned by the Managers, and a few words from the 
Chair, on the point of order) was agreed to. 

Mr. Burke then moved that the Report be recommitted. 

This motion was oppoſed by Mr. Law, Mr. Cox, Mr. Fen- 
linſon, and others, and ſupported by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, Mr. Francis, and Mr. Sheridan. | 


The Houſe divided, | 
| For the motion 52 
Againſt it 20 


Majority 32 
PRUSSIAN SUBSIDY. 


Mr. Curaven called the attention of the Houſe to the pro- 
poſition of which he had given notice, and ſhould have the 


honour to make; the magnitude of the ſubject was ſuch, he ſaid, 


as demanded ſerious conſideration, and ſhould not be hurried 
forward in an extraordinary manner. It was incumbent on the 
Houſe to give it that diſcuſſion which ſo important a queſtion 
ſeemed to require, and not to delegate their duties into the 
hands of miniſters, and, by an unbounded confidence, permit 
them to be the ſole judges of what expences were neceſſary, 
and what were fit and proper objects of expence. This con- 
duct he never wiſhed to ſee put in practice: His ſole object 


at the preſent, Mr. Curwen ſaid, was to obtain, if poſſible, the 


cool and diſpaſſionate judgment of the country upon the ſub- 
ject of the treaty with Pruffa, and its effect. Heretofore, the 
country had been led by paſſion and prejudice; the conduct of 


miniſters had tended to raiſe a ferment in the nation, and, 


under cover of that ferment and agitation, to introduce mea- 
ſures to which the better reaſon of the people, exerciſed in 
their cooler moments, would never have given their conſent z 
they ſtill endeavoured to keep up this ferment, and prevent, 


If poſſible, the exerciſe of cool reaſon, and unimpaſhoned judg- 
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ment. The ſum of money to be paid to Pruſſia on the preſent 
occaſion was not the great point to be conſidered; the change 
of the object of the war and the principles on which we in 
future were to contend, were matters of more ſerious and alarm- 
ing conſideration. Though our expences were become enor- 
mous, we had already voted the immenſe ſum of eleven mil- 
lions; the amount of the preſent ſubſidy was 1, 800, oool.; by 
the French Emigrant Corps Bill we had given a fort of general 


credit, which might be fairly calculated at two millions, and 


the vote of credit for two millions, made in the whole fix mil- 
lions, to be added in the preſent year to the former enor- 
mous loan. If we continued to go on en this way, placing 
an unlimited confidence in miniſters, ſuffering them to incur 
expence without inquiry, it was impoſſible to fay what would 
be the event; and upon this principle of acting, incurring 
unexpected and unforeſeen expences, the preſent war mult be 
more ruinous than even the unfortunate American war; 
for the enormity of the burden to be impoſed never fairly met 
the public eye, but was by degrees accumulated till it would 
finally become inſupportable. The now generally avowed ob- 
ject of the war was, for the purpoſe of interfering in the in- 
ternal government of France. Mr, Curwen ſaid, he fincerely 
deprecated wars of every deſcription, but a war for ſuch an 
object as that above all others; and he was ſully convinced, 
that if the country had known at firſt that ſuch were the prin- 
ciples upon which we were to fight, that they never would 
have engaged in ſo diſgraceful a conteſt. That matters of 
ſuch ſerious importance might receive a fair and ample conſi- 


deration, that the whole body of the Repreſentatives of the 


People might be preſent, many of whom could know nothing 
of theſe proceedings, and who it was impoſſible could have 
been in town to attend their duty time enough, from the no- 
tice: which had been given of the ſubject, he only begged 
the ſhort delay of one fortnight, which was not likely to very 
much impede the meaſures of the Right Hon. Gentleman. 
He admitted that he promiſed to give his unequivocal ſup- 
port to the war; but as its object was no longer what it was at 
firſt ſtated to be, he claimed a right of retraction, and de- 
clared that he ſhould oppoſe the continuance of the war upon 
the principles and for the objects at preſent avowed, in every 
way which lay in his power. If the war continued to be 
what it was at firſt pretended to be, to reſent an aggreſſion, 
and obtain ſecurity for ourſelves and our ally, Holland, and 
indemnity (though the latter part he ſhould willingly forego, 
as he conſidered the bleſſings of peace would be the beſt in- 
demnity for the country to have in its preſent i F 
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ſhould certainly feel himſelf bound to give his ſupport to the 
war; but that was no longer the caſe. Had we, by our con- 
duct, during this war, made ourſelves a ſingle friend? Had we 
not, on the contrary, by our treatment of America, and other 
neutral powers, made them our implacable enemies? Had not 
our conduct to thoſe powers been an open and groſs violation 
of every law of nations, and an eternal diſgrace to tae Britith 
name? Was it poſhble we could hope for ſucceſs from the 
alliance we had made? The views of Pruſſia and Auſtria for 
entering into the war, were avowedly the re-eſtabliſhment of 
the ancient government of France, and the deſtruction of the 
preſent ruling powers of that country; they would not even 
agree to the acceptation of the conſtitution of 1789. We 
went upon objects totally different: Where there was no 
uniſon, there could be no ſucceſs; for what might ſatisfy us, 
would by no means content them. In the whole conduct of 
this buſineſs, Mr. Curwen ſaid, he could not but admire the 
Right Hon. Gentleman's policy, though he ſincerely regretted 


its effects, as it had involved us in a war in which the country 


would never have engaged, if it had been fairly repreſented 
to them, as likely to incur an expence which they would not 


ſubmit to, if calculated fairly in the firſt inſtance. The Right 


Hon. Gentleman was the firſt miniſter who ever thought that 


great additional burdens were the moſt likely means to re- 


move diſcontent; in that opinion, at leaſt, he believed he was 


ſingle. The object of the preſent motion was not intended 


to impede the operations of Government, but to draw the 
ſerious attention of the country to a ſubject which in his mind 
appeared to be of the utmoſt importance. The Hon. Gen- 
tleman, indeed, poſſeſſed one merit in this buſineſs; he had 


out{tripped even rumour, in the magnitude of the expence 


which this meaſure was to colt; he had never heard thoſe 
that calculated the moſt extravagantly, ſpeak of more than 13 
or 14,800,000l. and thoſe who were more entitled to credit, 
their calculation being founded more in reaſon and modera- 
ration, ſpoke of only 700,000. but it was to be 1, 800, Cool. The 


magnitude of this expence, unconnected with every other cir- 


cumſtance, deſerved ſerious attention, and required that there 
ſnould be ſome notice given of it. For theſe ſeveral reaſons 
Mr. Curwen ſaid, he moved that the Houſe be called over to 
conſider this ſubject that day fortnight. | 


LT here was a cry of DQueſlion! Qligſtion “] | 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, it was not his intention to trouble the 
Houſe much at length on the preſent ſubject. If it was poſ- 
ible that the Gentlemen on the other fide would ſuffer the 
queſtion to be put without explaining any cauſe of their diſ- 
| | ſent, 
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ſent, or upon what grounds they ſo far diſapproved of the pre. 
ſent motion, as to think a Call of the Houſe unneceſſary, he 
did ſuppoſe that it was not their intention to oppoſe it, but that 
they meant to conform to the old proverb, “ filence gives con 
fent : If that ſhould not be the caſe, he truſted that they 
would indulge the Houſe, by ſtating the reaſons upon which 
they objected to the motion. 

General Smith faid, that an explanation was unneceſſary, as 


the matter fully explained itſelf; the treaty was entered into, 


and the money to be paid. 

Ar. Whitbread ſaid, he could not ſufficiently expreſs his diſ- 
approbation of the ſullen ſilence obſerved on the preſent oc- 
caſion, which, in his opinion, was one that demandedafcw words 
at leaſt, in explanation of the grounds upon which they in- 
tended to oppoſe the motion. On a former night, when he 
was not in that Houſe, as he was informed, it was faid that it 
was not a new ſubject, and that the Houſe had ſeveral times an 
intimation of ſuch a project being upon the carpet; for his 
part, though he attended his duty in that Houſe very conſtantly, 
he knew nothing of the ſubject, nor had any intimation of it 
whatever; but, on the contrary, from the behaviour and con- 
duct of the Right Hon. Gentleman, when queſtions were 
preſſed upon him concerning it, he had every reaſon to believe 
that no ſuch ſubſidy was intended. The conduct of miniſters 
on the preſent occaſion was, in his opinion, highly inde- 


corous, inſulting to the Houle, and inſulting to the People, 


that when a queſtion of ſuch infinite importance was brought 
forward, they refuſed to grant time for due conſideration, and 
alſo denied to aſſign any reaſon for ſuch refuſal. It was a thing 
impoſſible for them C the Oppoſition ) to withſtand the torrent, for 
that Right Hon. Gentleman (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) 
commanded the Houſe as he pleaſed. A general cry of Order. 
Mr. Whitbread repeated his words. 
Colonel Stanley ſaid, that he could not fit ſtill under the im- 
putation of being, as a Member of that Houſe, under the com- 
mand of any man; and if the Hon. Member perſiſted in his 
words, he ſhould move to have them taken down. | 
The SPEAKER. © The Right Hon, Gentleman muſt be 
convinced of the impropriety of the words he has uſed, if he 
fpoke them as the Houſe muſt have underſtood them, viz. that 
the Members of this Houſe are under the command of any 
perſon whatever, or influenced in their conduct by any improper 
motives.” | 
Mr. Whitbread reſumed his ſpeech and ſaid, he bowed with 
ſubmiſhon to every thing which came from the Chair, the 
more eſpecially when ſo ably and fo impartially filled as it 
| was 
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was at preſent. He had ſaid, that it was impoſſible to with- 
ſtand the torrent of opinions of Gentlemen on the other ſide 
of the Houſe, which the Right Hon. Gentleman could com- 
mand: Not by means of any improper influence, he did not 
pretend to ſay, but by the powers of perſuaſion. He con- 
ceived that he only had diſcharged his duty as a Member of 
that Houſe, and a Repreſentative of the People, by entering 
his proteſt againſt ſuch indecent precipitation, in a matter of 
ſuch importance. The Houſe was called upon to aſſiſt the 
King of Pruſſia, and the ſucceſs of that aſſiſtance was much to 
be doubted. That Prince mounted the throne of Pruſſia with a 
full treaſury; he had exhauſted that in the preſent war, and now 
called upon us to repleniſh it with Britiſh gold. Mr. Whit- 
bread ſaid, he confeſſed the reſources of the country to be 
great; but though great, they were not inexhauſtible; like 
erery other human thing, they were finite; and though exten- 
ſive they might be, as doubtleſs they were, yet, if we continued 
to purſue, in ſo laviſh a manner, ſo deſtructive an object, they 
muſt inevitably fail. He beſeeched Gentlemen to conſider 
well the importance of the ſubject, and grant ſome ſhort pauſe 
to the public mind for reflection. 

Mr. Sheridan roſe again. (A cry of ſpoke ! ſpoke! ) In an- 
ſwer to the cry, he ſaid, he hoped Gentlemen would not be ſo 
ſtrict as to prevent him from troubling them a very ſhort time, 
on account of the few words he ſaid before, which he was 
ſure could not be conſidered as a ſpeech, being merely a hint 
to the candour of the miniſter. It was not, Mr. Sheridan 
ſaid, his intention to trouble them ry long, and he therefore 
claimed their indulgence: And beſides, as Gentlemen were de- 
termined to remain ſilent on the other ſide, they could the 
better tolerate a few obſervations from that. The expreſſion 
which had fallen from his Hon. Friend (Mr. Whitbread) was 
not altogether orderly, he confeſſed; at the ſame time, he was 
certain no man knew better what Parliamentary etiquette was 
than he did. He was well convinced that no ſuch thing as 
corrupt influence of any kind operated on the opinion of any 
Member of that Houſe. It was by no means ſurpriſing, that 


when thoſe great abilities which the Right Hon. Gentleman 


poſſeſſed in ſo eminent a degree, were exerted, in a florid ora- 
tion, or a laborious argument, that the torrent of his, eloquence 
ſhould ſweep away with it a large majority, and the more eſpe- 
cially, as he never had reaſon, eloquence, or argument, to com- 
bat his powers. That his eloquence ſhould be attended with 
ſuch extraordinary effects was not ſurpriſing; but it was a 
matter of ſome wonder that his ſilence ſhould operate almoſt 
% powerfully, For it was undeniable that his powers were 

| . | not 
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not confined to the utterance of words merely, he had a dumb nr 

as well as oral eloquence, of which he had given a capital ſpe- N. 

| cimen that night, for he had convinced them all at once by his he co1 
{ lence ; it was but juſt putting it in motion, and inſtantly his quite 
* friends became affected by the charm, and they all nodded happy 
| dumb diſſent to the motion like himſelf. This dumb els. diſgra 
1 quence certainly carried with it ſome ground of ſuſpicion, not th 
| that what had fallen unintentionally from his Hon. Friend part, ] 
. was not wholly unfounded. [ Here a cry of Order.] Really from 
i Gentlemen ſeemed ſo tenacious of order and decorum, Mr, obj 
i Sheridan ſaid, that there was a neceſſity for every circumſpec- of Pri 
$ tion; though he did not conceive he had uttered any thing engag 
1 diſorderly. But was the miniſter quite ſurc that ſome might pal in 
A not miſunderſtand him ? Perhaps they might underſtand his niſhec 
1 conduct according to the proverb, Silence gives conſent, and ties be 
1 under that idea might vote for the motion. Theſe dumb votes ſent a 
4 ; might bring him into a dilemma, eſpecially as he had yeſterday mona! 
* defired that this motion ſhould not be made, but ſhould be de- felt hi 
Þ _ ferred to that day. It was known how long and how well the had ne 
: Right Hon. Gentleman could declaim, he begged pardon,— the c. 
argue, on any topic, without the leaſt time to conſider of his every 

ſubject, but it was odd that he ſhould have required ſo much now'r 

time to prepare himſelf for holding his tongue. He did not ought 

think that it could be the Right Hon. Gentleman's intention blood 

to oppoſe the preſent queition ; for if he did divide the Houſe to ref 

upon it, he fancied that he would find himſelf but very thinly alſo tc 

attended; and many of thqſe independent Gentlemen who under 

muſt feel the neceſſity of ſome explanation, and the propriety ume 2 

of time for a pauſe and conſideration on a ſubject of ſuch infi- With 

nite importance, would not be convinced by his ſilence alone of regard 

the propriety of his conduct. It alſo ſcemed ſomewhat ſur- abſolu 

prifing that the example of his ſilence had ſuch an univerſal whilſt 

influence upon all the Gentlemen on that ſide of the Houſe, of En 

that not a ſingle man of them would ſay one word, or conde- the w; 

ſcend to aſſign any motive for the opinion he had formed; and well a 

the Right Hon. Gentleman himſelf, who was ſo forward to PAY. Al 

ſpeak on the former night when his Hon. Friend (Mr. Cur- wilnes 

wen) propoſed this call of the Houſe, thought it prudent to be Fayme 

ſlent that night. In his opinion it required ſome time to con- proba 

ſider the queſtion, and he begged 24 hours. Did the Right Hon. neithe 

Gentleman require 24 hours to ſtudy to ſay nothing, or to dil- treat 

cover the propriety of treating the Houſe with haughty ſilence? means 

He hoped he was in order. 1 | eſpeci 

Sin Gtorge Yonge ſaid, that when he called Order, he did not in the 

allude to any thing that the Hon. Member had faid, but that . co 

he had at the moment heard a noiſe in the gallery. 58 85 M's 

. | | Mr. the pr 
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„ he took that opportunity o 
3 A warning 
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warning him of the bad conſequence and e of refuſing 
diſcuſſion and explanation, when called for, by the import- 
ance, the magnitude, and conſequences of my ubject. If he 
refuſed to dilcuſs it there, the People would themſelves diſcuſs 
it elſewhere; and he could not condemn them if they did ſo. 
Mr. M. Robinſon ſpoke a few words. . © 
Mr. Taylor ſaid, the conduct of the Right Hon. Gentleman 


had on that night done what it was not accuſtomed to do, 


hp him much ſatisfaction, becauſe it would tend to open 
the eyes of the People, and undeceive them in ſome degtee. 
Nothing could more effectually open their eyes than paying 
1,800,000! in hard caſh, and the miniſter refuſing time to con- 
ſider the propriety of it, without aſſigning a reaſon for ſo 


doing. 3 NY 3 

7 Me. Francis expteſſed his ſenſe of the improper and inde» 
cent conduct of miniſters, and declared he felt himſelf no 
longer bound to ſupport them in the proſecution of the war. 


Ar. Curwen ſaid, he thanked the Right Hon. Gentleman 
för his conduct, which he did not feel, as it was intended, 4 


mark of difreſpe& to him, becauſe the country, and the people 
at large, would judge whether the motion was, or was not, 
important enough to call for ſome ſort of reply or explanation 
from miniſters. The pleaſing conſciouſneſs of having diſ- 
charged his duty to himſelf and his country, was to him an 
abundant reward. He felt the magnitude and importance of 
the ſubject, and had endeavoured, as far as lay in his power, 
to call the public attention thereto. 33 TO oe 
- Mr. Harriſon expreſſed his diſapprobation of the behaviour 
of miniſters; and declared he felt himſelf, the object and 
principle of the war being altogether changed, freed from ary 
promiſe he had given to fupport the war. 5 
The queſtion was then put, and the Houſe divided, 


Ayes © — 19 | 
Ne _.. 


Majoriy "9 


, 
0 


Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
WEDNESDAY, April 30. 
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Lord Abingdon, «Thave in my hand a petition, which, cit- 


eumſtanced as the ſubject matter of it now is, it is with much 
Atisfaction to myfelf that I riſe to preſent it to the Houſe. 
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Jour Lordſhips. may recollect, that when this buſineſs was 


brought forward by a Noble Lord (who, employed in the ſer- 
vice of his country, is not now in his place), although I then 
preſented à petition ſimilar to this from the debtors confined 


in the Oxford gaol, I ſpoke againſt the meaſure; and reſted 


my objections to it on two 5815 . 96 
The firſt ground was, that it was a caſe that required ſuch 
an infinite degree of profeſſional knowledge in TRA, pat to de- 
velope, that however much I might reſpect the abilities of the 
Noble Mover of the queſtion, until I ſhould ſee the Learned 
Lord on the woolſack, with the reſt of the Law Lords of the 
Houſe, calling for the aſſiſtance of the Judges, and all united 
in making ſo great an alteration in the laws and cuſtoms, nay, 
in the very conſtitution of the country, I could aſſent to no 
roceeding different in deſcription from this. But what now 
3 the caſe? It is, that the very proceeding which I then took 


| the liberty of ſuggeſting to your Lordſhips, and which I 


thought the nature of the caſe called for and required, is now, 
in every particular, carried into effect. That is, it is a pro- 


ceeding (as we find by a Bill on your Lordſhips' table) adopted 


by the Learned Lord on the woolſack, ſaid to be ſanctioned 
by the other Law Lords of the Houſe, and confirmed by the 
aſſiſtance had from the Judges of the land. It is that caſe, 
therefore, that my judgment and opinion muſt neceſſarily go 
along with and ſupport, _ 98 e 
The other objection which I had to the meaſure was this: 
That the fault did not ſo much lie, and of courſe the remedy 
was not ſo much to be looked for, in the /aw, as with the 
lawyers meaning to ſay now, as I did then, not with tho 
who deſerve this reſpectable name, but with thoſe /icenſed rob- 
bers, thoſe legalized pick pocket, the pettifogging qui tam attor- 
nies of this country, who, in the malverſation and perverſion 


| ofthe law, are its ſcandal and diſgrace. 


And here too, my Lords, to my great gratification, do I find, 
that this other objection of mine 1s in ns degree obviated, 
by being in the way at leaſt of removal; the Legiſlature hay= 
ing, in their wiſdom, thought fit, during the preſent ſeſſion of 
Parliament, to take this matter into their conſideration, and to 
bring theſe common difturbers of the peace of mankind, theſe invad- 


ert of the liberty and property of the people, and, in ſhort, theſe 


ſeourges of the country, under their notice and eye, They have 
let a mark upon them ; they have ſaid, 5 „„ 


« Flic niger eſt, hunc tu, Romane, caveto;“ 


and ſo far they have done well; but this is but the very be- 


ginning and outwork of the ſiege, that muſt be carried on 
1 + DEE 34 2 ; againſt 
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againſt a body of profeſſional ſwindlers, ſo coated in the ar- 
mory, and intrenched up to the chin, as they are, in the crooked 
ways and defiles of the law ; the law migſt become their maſter, 
and not they the maſters of the law. And as, in the doing of 
this, my own ſituation (for“ experto crede Roberto“) brought 
forward by myſelf, and perhaps ſhortly too, may furniſh, both 
in precept and example, the means, in order to the end of ſo 
much public utility; ſo, for the preſent, I ſhall here content 
myſelf only with moving that this petition be now preſented,” 
Petition received. „ 
COMPLAINTS AGAINST ONE OF THE MANAGERS ON Mg. 
'_ HASTINGS'S TRIAL. © 


Earl Stanhope, referring to a converſation that had taken 


lace the day before, relative to ſome expreſſions uſed by Mr. 
Burke in the trial of Mr. Haſtings, and which were. by his 
Lordſhip ſuppoſed to convey a reflection upon the integrity of 
the Judges, ſald that he had ſince been refleCting a good deal 
with himſelf upon the ſubject; and, after full confideration, 
his Lordſhip declared he thought it his duty to ſubmit to the 
Houſe a motion on the ſubject. As a general propoſition it 
could not be diſputed to be of the utmoſt conſequence in every 
country, that the characters of the Judges ſhould be preſeryed 
pure and immaculate. If therefore the Court of Juſticiary in 
Scotland, or if the Judges of this country, were accuſed of in- 
juſtice or corruption, it was certainly proper that the charge 
ſhould be fully inveſtigated, that, if it was juſt, the Judges 
might be removed, or, if unjuſt, that the calumniators might 
be puniſhed, and the characters of the Judges vindicated, 
The preſent caſe was ſo ſtrong, that his Lordſhip choſe to put 
it hypothetically. Suppoſe a perſon in a numerous aſſembly to 
have ſaid that a branch of the Ganges had flowed into the 
Thames, and polluted the current of juſtice in this country, 
ought ſuch words, if uſed by any perfon, ſtill more by a 
Manager of the Houſe of Commons in his public character, to 
paſs unnoticed ? If they did, the people muſt conclude either 
that the Judges of this country were corrupted, or that they 
might be calumniated with impunity; and in either caſe, 
their characters and dignity as Judges muſt be jeſſened 
in the eye of the Public. lis Lordſhip concluded with moving, 


« That the ſhort-hand writers employed at the Trial of Mt. 


«© Haſtings be directed to attend at the Bar of the Houſe to- 
c morrow, and bring along with them the Minutes of thc 
« Proceedings of Tueſday the 29th inſtant.” ? : 
The Earl of Caernarvon obſerved, that the propoſition made by 
the Noble Earl was certainly in evety way irregular, for he ſtated 
what he calls a ſuppoſed caſe, and deſired an inquiry. at 32 
; 3 N . f 4 7 5 a a 
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Bar into its truth; he did not even charge the fact (which he 
ſuppoſes) to have really pafſed ; but if we ſuch words hac 
given offence to the Noble Earl's. lively ſenſe of propriety and 
decency, he ſhould have taken notice of them at the time when 
they were uttered; and when the Court were recently im- 
preſſed with their effect, and they would have admitted a clear 
explanation. He is culpable, and the Court are culpable for 
having heard them (if they were uttered as ftated) and re- 
mained indifferent at the moment; but that filence proves that 
the Noble Earl was miſtaken, and that his ſubſequent reflection 
is not ſo correct as his inſtant apprehenſion: The Noble Earl, 


however, remembered perfectly words fimilar to thoſe cited 
to have been ufed by the Hon. Manager, in a ſenſe very dif- 


ferent from that which the Noble Earl puts upon them; We 
Hon. Manager had cited the opinion of the Jndges folemnly 
given in the Earl of Strafford's caſe; the counſel had treated 
that opinion as the reſult of fear, and added alfo, that, even if 
it had been law, it was antiquated law, which ought not 
to have weight in theſe times; that the Court of Parliament of 
this day ſhould be decided by the modern practice of the courts 
of law, which they declared to be in oppoſition to that prece- 
dent: The Hon. Manager certainly had à right to ſuppoſe 
that the opinion of the twelve Judges in Lord Strafford's cafe 
was found law, and that what was then found law con- 


tinued; the law now, as it had received no legiflative change, 


no modern opinion of judges, had reprobated the opinion 
cited; he. therefore uſed ſome words fimilar to thoſe cited 
argumentatively againſt the reaſoning of the counſel, and they 
do not convey the ſlighteſt charge againſt the Judges of this 


day, who have in fact given no opinion on the ſubject. He 


aſked, how that, which was then law, had been altered when 
this charge had happened? He had juſt before obſerved, that 
Mr. Haſtings's Counſel had, at the Bar of an Engliſh judica- 


ture, defended. himſelf againſt imputed crimes, by claiming 


the ſanction of Indian cuſtom and Aſiatic tyranny ; that they 


nov denied the durability of the recorded law of Parliament, 


and aſſerted ſome unheard-of change, and giving looſe to his 
imagination he ſaid words ſimilar to thoſe cited, vis. Has a 


branch of the Ganges come into the Thames, and polluted its. 
ancient ſtreams ? The Noble Ears notes may ſerve his me- 


mory: I am confident that the words were applied in the ſenſe 
{ have ſtated them; the courſe of the argument led to it; and 
nothing led to a poſſible cenſure of the preſent Judges: But 
the proceeding of the Noble Earl was highly irregular; he 
ſubmits, ſitting as a judge to the words, which muſt have given 
him more offence at the moment than two days after, to paſs 
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wnobſerved in the face of a large audience, and now eharges 
the Hon. Manager, in his abſence, before perſons, many of 


whom did not hear the words. Ee 


Lord Kenygzn ſaid, he conceived the propriety of the motion, 


though he was neither maſter of the form that ſhould be uſed, 


nor did he know whether the words paſſed or not, but he took 


them on the credit of the Noble Earl. He declared he had no 
communication with the Noble Peer who brought forward the 
motion, but he could not avoid taking notice of the difference 
between the accounts ſtated by the two Noble Lords, -and he 
was ſure that the Judges onght not to be cenſured by a ſide- 
wind. If they were guilty of any breach of integrity, let the 
charge be brought forward, and if it could be made out and 
fubſtantiated, let the Judges be puniſhed. 'The two Noble 
Earls having differed as to the words in queſtion, was to him 
a ſufficient reaſon to have the matter inquired into. 

The Lord Chancellor left the woolſack, and lamented that his 
Neble and Learned Friend had not been preſent in Weſtmin- 
ſter-hall to have heard what paſſed upon the ſubject referred 
to, becauſe if that had been the caſe, or if his Noble and 
Learned Friend had done him the honour to communicate 
with him, he was ſure he would have been ſaved from that 
perturbation of mind, which he was ſorry to ſee him manifeſt, 
In the courfe of the Trial the preceding day, a great deal of 
irrelevant and collateral matter had been adverted to; he 
owned that he had not given the moſt minute attention to the 
whole of what was ſaid, but he had ſo far attended, as to be 

a competent maſter of the general ſcope and tendency of what 
paſſed; and he hoped that the habits he had ſo long lived in 
with the Judges, and the reſpect and regard which it was na- 
tural for brotherly-love and fellow- feeling to generate, were 
alone proofs ſufficient to render it impoſſible for him to hear 
any attack made upon the characters of the Judges without re- 
pelling it. With regard to the motion itſelf, he felt ſtrong 
grounds of objection to it. In the firſt place it was to be 
recollected, that the fallibility of memory was: ſuch, that a 


perſon's looſely ſtating that ſuch and ſuch words were uſed on 


a former occaſion, was not authority enough to proceed upon; 
and if his own ear was correct, the words quoted by the Noble 
Eerl that day, were not the ſame, nor like the fame, as thoſe 
quoted by him the preceding day. With regard to the ſhort- 
band writers, let their Lordſhips recollect that the Houſe did 
not mean to print the ſpeeches.of the Managers, and therefore 
what they had taken down was merely the evidence and exa- 
mination of witneſſes. If their Lordſhips called upon the 
ſhort-hand writers to ſee a paſſage of a ſpeech of a anos 
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would not the Manager have a right to defire the whole of his 
ſpeech to be conſidered ? becaufe they all knew how unfair it 
was to decide upon a ſingle ſentence of an argument, without 
having the context before them, which might elucidate its 
meaning, and prove it to be perfectly blameleſs. Another 
teaſon againſt calling for the ſhort-hand writers, was the gene- 
ral inaccuracy, of theit notes. Thoſe Noble Lords who had 
ever had any thing to do with them well knew that they 
ſcarcely ever returned a man's words to him, and in attempt- 
ing to catch every ſyllable, they generally loſt either antece- 
dent or relative; fo that no perſon knew his own ſpeech again 
when it came out of a ſhorr-hand writer's hands. His Lord- 
ſhip added further reaſons for objecting to the motion. | 

Earl Stanhope ſaid he was not at all convinced by the argu- 
ments of the Noble and Learned Lord, who had declared, 
that he had not attended to the whole of what paſſed in Weſt- 
minſter-hall, nor was he more convinced by what had fallen 
from.the Noble Earl near him. He always thought it his daty 
to attend to every thing ſaid in Weſtminſter-hall, as he went 
there in the capacity of a Judge who was to decide ultimately 
upon the whole of the evidence. With regard to the accuracy 
of the notes of the thort-hand writers, he wiſhed to compare 
his own notes with thofe of the ſhort-hand writers, becauſe it 
would be ſtrange indeed, if the notes of three different perſons 
ſhould all concur in reſſecting the fame particular words, and 
ſhould nevertheleſs be queſtionable on the ground of accuracy. 
He obſerved that the ffiort- hand writers were paid by the Pub- 
lic for their time and trouble in taking down the notes, and 
therefore it was their duty to be as accurate as poſſible. If 
after all he ſhould have the misfortune to have the Noble and 
Learned Lord on the woolſack againſt him that day, he truſted 
that he ſhould have the ſupport of another Noble and Learned 
Lord of great authority. | 85 
The motion was negatived without a diviſion. 
i suksDY OF PRUSSIA, | 
The Order of the Day having been read, for taking his 
8 Meſſage into conſideration, | | 5 * 
ord Grenville ſaid, that having had the honour to preſent 
his Majeſty's Meffage, it became his duty to open the ſubject 
of it to their Lordſhips, and to ſtate the grounds of it to the 
Houſe, not doubting but'their Lordſhips would readily concur 
in an addrefs'of thanks to his Majeſty, aſſuring him of their 
hearty and cordial Tupport in this and every other meaſure 
obviouſly neceſfary for carrying on the juſt war in which the 
nation was engaged. He would proceed, therefore, as thortly 
| | e 


eee 


" F 
2 = Nee 


FT 
Ti 
"2 
4 
| 
: 
+38 
1 
4 
* 
t 
Fd 
7 
1 
" 


© 
43 
» 
i 

1] 
A . 
g 
4 
7 


a oo 


— 
2 — — 


— 


P — . xd. 


Em rut 
6 tal 


2 
1 
——_— 


„ 


— — 
n — CE” 
— — "I? 


7 7 way, 
3 A 
2 8 


* 
o 
oe " * 1 . 5 
— — = 2 — - 7 Bo - + Mp 
- . 


367 WOODFAT.L'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. - Ions 
28-poſlible to call the attention of their Lordſhips to the mea- 
ſure then before them, and to explain the principles upon 
which his Majeſty's miniſters had acted throughout the whole 
of this intereſting and important buſineſs. As one of his 
Majeſty's miniſters, he felt himſelf reſponſible for every act of 
that adminiſtration; but more particularly reſponſible for all 
thoſe acts which had connexion with foreign . courts, they 
being more immedidtely within his department. With reſpeck 
to the treaty. with Pruſſia, he felt no apprehenfion in takin 
that reſponſibility upon himſelf, becauſe he. had every 8 
to hope, that the Houſe and the nation would be unanimous 
in the opinion that it was likely to produce the moſt ec 
conſequences to the kingdom. The peculiar nature and cir- 
cumſtances of the war, his Lordſhip ſaid, were ſuch as 
to render a large number of land forces neceſſary. Since 
we were engaged with France as a rival nation, and that 
we had to repel her ambition, her intrigues, and her reſtleſs 
enmity, which had been for ſo long a, time, under the old 
government, the ſource of our wars, it had ever been found 
our wiſeſt policy to ſeek for aid on the continent; our own 
force being greater at ſea than on ſhore, and from the nature 
of our cofiſtitution and government always muſt be ſo; the 
reaſon was, that although our ſuperiority over France, in point 
of real ſtrength, of national vigour, of naval power, of com- 
merce, and of wealth, was W yet, in point of population, 
and of the means ofraiſing armies, Britain muſt yield to her greater 
rival; and thus, in a war like the preſent, when, for various 
reaſons, we did not chuſe to ſpare our whole army for conti- 
nental ſervice, we were neceſſarily obliged to enter into ſubſi- 
diary treaties with thoſe princes who could furniſh troops. It 
had ever been the. policy of this country to do ſo; and even 
ſometimes to engage to pay a ſubſidy without having men 
furniſhed for it, but merely to excite petty princes to create 
a diverſion, and thus call off the enemy to another quarter. 
It would therefore be idle and abſurd, in ſpeaking of this uni- 
form policy, and the great advantages derived from it to Great 
Britain, not to admit the wiſdom and propriety of ſubſidiſing 
the King of Pruſſia, rather than employ our own troops. 
This had been our uniform policy; not merely from neceſſity, 
as we could not raiſe great land armies ourſelves, but alſo from 
economy, as it was certainly cheaper and more political, to pay 
foreign troops. Beſides, the. population of the country, when 
we conſidered the numbers that are engaged on board our fleet, 
would not enable us to recruit the armies abroad in a manner 
that would prove effectual to the cauſe in which we had em- 
barked. Such, indeed, would. be an unnatural drain on our 
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been long adopted, and with ſucceſs purſued; and the 
nature of the war in which we had engaged, and the unex- 
an.pled exertions of the enemy againſt whom we had to act, 
were ſuch as ſhould not induce us to alter our mode, but 
ſhould rather operate as an additional excitement to uſe our 


| beſt energies, and exerciſe our ſtrength in oppoſing the moſt 


formidable rival of Great Britain, which could-only be done 
by a great army; it was therefore neceſſary to have one at all 
riſques. Theſe were the general reaſons which had, induced 
the Government of England to adopt ſuch a ſyſtem of conduct. 
Upon former. occaſions, of comparatively ſmall importance, 
ſuch meaſures had been held wife 3 how much ſtronger, there- 
fore, muſt thoſe reaſons be under the preſent circumſtances, 
when we were contending for no leſs than our exiſtence as a 
free people, and when the mode in which the French were 
carrying on the war was conſidered ? In former wars againſt 
France, we had to contend againſt a ſtrong but regular govern- 
ment, againſt armies conſtituted in the uſual manner, and 
maintained by the regular reſources of the country : At preſent 
we were contending againſt a ſet of men who had uſurped the 
government of France; who had ſupported that power, ſo 
acquired, by the moſt unexampled tyranny; who dragged 


| every man, of whatever condition, into the field, under the 


terror of death; and who ſupported ſuch an enormous and 
unnatural maſs of ſoldiery by every ſpecies of plunder and 
robbery z not by the revenues of the country, but by its wealth 
and its capital. Under ſuch circumſtances, how were we to 
act? Were we to plunder our churches, our nobles, and every 
individual in the country? Surely not. What conduct then 
could we purſue, but uſe the fair reſources of the country, in 
obtaining ſuch a foreign force, in addition to our own, as 
would enable us to ſtem this torrent, which threatened to over- 
whelm Europe : We were to direct the ſtream, but not to dry 
up the ſource of public wealth, in defence of thoſe principles of 
ſocial order and of religion, without which exiſtence would be 
a curſe, The people of this country mult therefore rejoice in 
this ſyſtem of ſubſidizing foreigners, compared to the mode 
practiſed by the tyrants of France, who, by their preſent 
horrid ſyſtem, were deſtroying all domeſtic occupations, de- 
moliſhing the very frame of ſociety, and reducing all the peo- 
ple into the trade of war. Every man was there forced, not 
merely by the tyranny of the government, but alſo from the 
prefſure of actual want, to take to the army as his only option 
of enjoying life on any thing like terms of ſecurity for the mo- 
ment; and unleſs we were to exerciſe the ſame oppreſſions, 

Vor, III. 3 B | unleſe 
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unleſs we were to ſend forth a requiſition, raiſe the people in 2 
maſs, and put all the men of England into arms, we muſt fit 
up our inferiority in point of numbers by foreign aid. So far 
were we, however, from taking theſe violent ſteps, from 
diſturbing, in the ſmalleſt degree, the complicated machine of 
national induſtry, that he would take upon himſelf to aſſert, 
that the country was rich, affluent, and eaſy; there never was 
' time when the preſſure of war was ſo little felt by the inte. 
rior of the ene it never was in ſuch a ſtate of internal 
proſperity, manufactures ſo flouriſhfng, nor agriculture going 
on ſo well during any war with France as at preſent. Com- 
_ pare this with the conduct of the government of France! In 
the latter, every means were taken to coerce reſources for the 
war. They were not ſubſiſting by the natural produce of the 
year. They were not, with the views of a permanent and legi- 
timate government, looking forward to the intereſts of the 
future, but %.:': the raſh violence of men who had no intereſt 
beyond the day, they were rooting up the very foundations of 
all revenue, and were ſpending, with a laviſh hand, the actual 
Capital of the country. By this violence they were, to be ſure, 
able to bring into temporary and ſhort-lived action, an un- 
heard-of force; but their exertions were ſuch, as muſt natu- 
rally exhauſt themſelves; they could not repeat the effort; for 
the capital once gone, it could not be recalled. The very 
fact, however, of their intemperance, demanded from us 
greater efforts. An extraordinary war demanded extraordi- 
nary means. The conduct and ſentiments of the Britiſh | 
Government remained the ſame as ever. France had com- 
pelled us to war; which was an ungrateful return for the molt 
enerous conduct ever ſhewn by a rival power, and under 
fuck circumſtances, we muſt retaliate with earneſtneſs and 
with energy. Adminiſtration felt that this was a war upon 
which depended the very exiſtence not only of this govern- 
ment, but of all ſociety; that we had every thing at ſtake; 
and that, therefore, no efforts, no expence, ought to be 
ſpared, by which we could accompliſh the juſt and deſirable 
object we had in view. If the political expediency of the war 
was admitted, he thought there could not be two opinions a5 
to the queſtion of whether this was an advantageous freaty 0r 
not. He was free to ſay, that he never had two opinions on 
the queſtion, whether we ſhould confine the aid to the ſtipu- 
lated ſuccour of the former treaty, or extend it to that which 
was now ſecured. We ought to make uſe of the means wit 
which God had endowed us; and with reſpect to the conduct 
of Government, as they declared, he ſaid, ſo they felt, that 
a the war was with the approbation and conſent of the po. 
4 PE es. 
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ple, ſo every refource ſhould be called into action, that could 
operate to its ſucceſs. Upon theſe grounds, and conſidering 
the means of carrying on the war, his Majeſty's miniſters were 
obliged to turn their eyes to a member of the confederacy. 
Pruflia, a ſteady friend, and our ally under former treaties, was 
ready and defirous to purſue the war with vigour; but the 
Pruſſian miniſter had ſtated, that, after the loſs ſuſtained by 
the King of Pruſſia in two campaigns, he could not proceed 
with vigour, and was incapable of going on without ſome pe- 
cuniary aid. The queſtion, therefore, that aroſe, was, whe= 
ther they ſhould make the ſacrifice that was neceſſary, or 
retain, at a certain expence, this great and important ally. 
By preceding treaties, Pruſſia was bound to furniſh 33, ooo 
troops, and was willing to do ſo; but by the treaty, then 
under their Lord{hips* conſideration, Pruſſia engaged to furniſh 
30,900 more. The queſtion, therefore, naturally preſented 
itſelf to Great Britain and Holland, the two maritime powers, 
Was it worth their while to pay the ſum expected by the King 
of Pruſſia, for an additional force of 30,000 men? He repeated 
it, therefore, that had it remained for him to decide, he was 
ready to own that he ſhould not have heſitated a ſingle moment 
to decide in the affirmative, that the treaty ought to be entered 
s into, and he had not the ſmalleſt ſcruple to avow, that he was 
5 ready to take his ſhare of the blame, if any blame were due to 
his Majeſty's miniſters for having adviſed him to conclude the 
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* ſideration this fact, and going on the ſuppoſition that it was right 
to ſubſidize at all, the preſent would be found to be the cheapeſt 
means of raiſing an army of 30,000 men that ever was known. 
The total expence of the ſubſidy was about 1,7 50, oool. Of 


wn treaty on the table. The latter being thought moſt adviſable, his 
= Britannic Majeſty, to obtain larger forces, was to pay a pecuni- | 
n ary aid, The tranſaction, therefore, would appear not only i 
5 advantageous in a military point of view, but in a fmancial one, | 
+ extremely economical. Of the 62,000 men which his Pruſſian fl 
bb: Majeſty had now engaged to furniſh, about 32,000 was the f 
5 contingent ſtipulated for by former treaties; and for that ; 
wo number, when prog into the field, we were bound, by the | 
former treaty, to pay for breadand forage. Taking theninto con- | 
| 
5 this ſum the Dutch were to pay 400, oool. ſo that our part of 6 
*. the expence was 1,350,0001. ; but for 450, oool. of this ſum we | 
ich were bound by the former treaties; ſo that, in reality, the 
th whole of the ſum to be incurred for the ſervice of 30,000 men 
0 for the reſt of this year was about goo, oool. And the annual 
Mm expence would be no more, provided the Dutch ſhould be pre- 
8 vailed on to continue and to increaſe their proportion, which 
le, he had reaſon to believe they would be. All the other troops 
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employed by us in the war coſt us more than this ſtipulated 
ſum. Our own troops colt more, the Hanoverians coſt conſi- 
derably more, the Heſſians colt more; and, indeed, all the 
troops of all the nations in Britiſh pay coſt more than theſe 
Prufſhans ſo that, in the two-fold view of military policy and 
public economy, it was a cheap contract. And the preſent 
treaty was highly advantageous; beſides, he would venture to 
fay, it would have been impoſſible to have found 30,000 men 
elſewhere in Europe to be brought forward on our part in the 
war. It was not merely to be conſidered as a ſubſidy of troops, 
but here was an army of 62,000 men provided; an army nu- 
merous, diſciplined, ready, and efficient. The great advan- 
tage of bringing 60, ooo men, the troops of one of the firſt 
military powers of the Empire, into the field at once, was 
obvious; and the more ſo, when it was conſidered that Pruſſia 
might withdraw himſelf almoſt entirely. In a military and 
e view this was of the greateſt conſequence, and far 
preferable to an accummulated addition of ſmall numbers of 
troops from the Landgrave of Heſſe, the Landgrave of Baden, 
&c. He was ready to admit that a ſubſidy to this extent was 
new; there never had been ſo large a one: But though the 
amount was new, the pririciple was old and approved. He 
would ſtate two inſtances; in the war of 1741 we had given a 
large ſubſidy (66, oool.) to the houſe of Auſtria, purely to 
maintain the rights of the Empreſs Queen; and in 1756 we 
had given a large ſubſidy to the Houſe of Brandenburg, to ena- 
ble him to make efforts, for his own intereſt, as much, or 
more than for our own;z and yet, during the war, the King 
of Pruſſia never oppoſed his troops to thoſe of the common 
enemy. The amount of thoſe ſubſidies certainly was not ſo 
large as that engaged for by the preſent treaty. The ſubſidy 
paid to Pruſſia was the higheſt 4 the two, about zoo, oool. 
The apparent amount of the ſubſidy to be paid to Pruſſia, 
under the treaty on the table, was 1,7 50,0001. of which Holland 
undertook to pay 400, oool.; there was then to be deducted 
Joo, oool. for the bread and forage-money for the 33,000 
troops to be furniſhed by Pruſſia, whether this treaty was 
ratified or not, according to the ſtipulations of former treaties: 
The amount, therefore, leſt for this country to pay, was about 
900,000l. but for what? for 30,000 men, who were to be 
employed under the command of a Pruſſian general, on ſuch 
objects as ſhould be agreed on in military concert for our ad- 
vantage, and for conqueſts to be made diſtinctly for us. 


Thoſe who thought that the preſent war might have been 


altogether avoided, [Earl Stanhope cried, Hear! hear!} as 


well as thoſe who thought ſince it began, peace might way 
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been concluded, [Earl Stanhope : Hear! hear !] would of 
courſe think this an improvident treaty ; but thoſe who agreed 
with him, and with the reſt of his Majeſty's miniſters, on the 
neceſſity of the war, in the impractibility of obtaining peace 


on any grounds of real ſecurity, and in the policy of making 
the war vigorous for the purpoſe of bringing it to a ſpeedy con- 


cluſion, would feel with him the advantage and wiſdom of 
the preſent meaſure, and would adopt the motion, with which, 
after laying in his elaim to the privilege to reply, if any thing 
that might fall in- the courſe of the debate ſhould require an 
anſwer, he begged leave to conclude, © That an humble Ad- 
« dreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to thank him for the gra- 


« cious notification of the treaty concluded with the King of 


« Pruſſia, and to aſſure his Majeſty that they would concur in 
the meaſures neceſſary to fulfil his part of the ſame.” 

The Marquis of Lanſdown ſaid, he differed entirely as to the 
nature of the treaty on the table, and could not avoid expreſſ- 
ing his ſurpriſe that miniſters ſhould thus call upon the Houſe 
to come to a vote upon a meaſure altogether new. and unpre- 
cedented, ſo ſoon -after it had been preſented to them. He 
felt a conſiderable degree of ſurpriſe at the precipitancy with 
which a meaſure of ſuch conſiderable importance was attempted 
to be carried through that Houſe ; it was calling upon their 
Lordſhips to vote in favour of that which it was impoſſible 
they could have ſufficiently turned in their minds, to be ap- 
priſed of all the conſequences that attended it. No Noble 
Lord, therefore, could be bound by any vote that he ſhould. 
be drawn in to give under ſuch circumſtances. Such he felt 
at leaſt to be the caſe, as far as related to himſelf; nor 
could he preſume to venture an opinion as to the whole of its 
merits or demerits; but there were ſome points ſo very glaring, 
that they muſt ſtrike any.man upon the firſt view, as well as 
muſt the erroneous ſtatements, and the weakneſs of the argu- 
ments, which the Noble Secretary of State had brought for- 
ward to give it ſupport.” Surely, at a time fo critical and ſo 


convulſed, and when men in every part of Europe were buſied 


in examining the principles of government, it was not wiſe to 
treat Parliament with ſo little ceremony; to bring their inde- 
pendence and integrity into queſtion; and to take off from 
their deciſions, the influence which they could only obtain 


from the dignity, the gravity, and the maturity of their deli- 


beration. Surely, they ought to uphold the reſpect due to 
Parliament, not to undermine it; and if they thought that any 
lirength was to be obtained by the concurrence of Parliament, 
they thould be cautious to give to that concurrence at leaſt the 
ar of deliberation. The Noble Lord ſaid, that this was a 

| treaty 
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treaty founded upon precedent. In his mind it was totally 
new, and gave perfectly a new aſpect to the war. Such a ſum 
was never heard of as a ſubſidy to any one foreign power for 
troops. The whole object of the war was changed, as was 
obvious from the treaty. Pruſſia and Auſtria began the war 
of the two, Pruſſia was the firſt and moſt forward leader, It 
was a matter of hiſtory, that the Pruſhan Court was not only 
the moſt eager, but was, in truth, the author; and the late 
unfortunate Queen of France always dreaded the eagerneſs of 
Pruſſia, as likely to involve and affect her brother the Emperor. 
She ſaw the conſequence to her own family, which was, fatally 
for her, fulfilled in the ſequel. Pruſſia not only led the van, and 
drew in Auſtria, but the chief command was in Pruſſia, and the 
whole of the paſt campaign was under, Pruſſian aufpices. Of 
us the King of Pruſſia did not even think. He did not ima- 
ine even that we, out of the line of the war, out of its ſcope 
and tendency, far removed not only from all danger, but from 
all intereſt, could be ſo abſurd and ſtupid as to take a part; 
and no attempt was thought of on his part to draw us within 
the vortex. He having views very different, heard, with 
ſurpriſe and concern, that we had committed the raſhneſs of 
involving ourſelves in the war. We had affected to come into 
it unwillingly, and now we became avowedly the principal, 
and were to pay the former principal, Pruſſia, fince that very 
principal of the principals not only withdrew, but left us, the 
laſt and the leaſt concerned, to become the head, and proudly 
aſſume to ourſelves the grand taſk of bearing the whole burden, 
\ Surely, a change fo important demanded a pauſe. It was, in- 
deed, a conſideration of no ſmall moment to this country, 
loaded as ſhe was with debt, the conſequence of all her mad 
wars, during the maddeſt and wildeſt of which no miniſter 
ever dared aſk for ſuch a ſubſidy as the preſent. The ſubſidy 
of 1756 had been mentioned as a precedent. It was a curious 
precedent on which to juſtify the meaſure. From the day in 
which it had been made, to the preſent, there had never been 
two opinions on the folly, extravagance, and abſurdity of that 
act. He remembered it well: On the very day (that is, on 
the firſt day) that he took his ſeat in Parliament, he had 
given his opinion upon it. The Noble Lord's father bad 
equally objected to it; and the miniſter himſelf, who gave the 
| ſubſidy, had always owned that it was an unadviſed and im- 
politic meaſure, and that he had been drawn in on the oc- 
caſion. | | | 
One of the arguments moſt relied on by the Noble Secretary 
of State in defence of this treaty was, that we not only got i 


great army, but ſecured a great leading power of Europe 10 - 
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The Marquis ſaid, he entertained a directly oppoſite opinion 


with regard to the ſuperior advantage of having 60,000 troops 


from a powerful Sovereign of great importance in the balance 
of Europe, and aggregating an army by ſmall numbers of men 
hired from petty Princes. In his mind this was a ſenſible ob- 
jection to the treaty, To have engaged the ſame number of 
men from inferior powers, would have been preferable, fince 
they could have no intereſts that would interfere with ours, or 
at leaſt no capacity to thwart our views. Whereas, excluſive 
of the folly and madneſs of continuing the war, the preſent 
treaty was objeCtionable on account of the many obvious in- 
conveniences it would produce. Pruſſia, as a ſubſidized 
power, ought to be the ſervant of Great Britain, and it was 
impoſſible that ſhe ſhould be ſo from the nature of things, as 
the two characters of ſervant and maſter were utterly incon- 
gruous and incompatible; and Pruſha had a ſuperior claim to 
her attention, a claim far above our cauſe, for ſuch we had 
ſtrangely made it, viz. the good and intereſts of his ſubjects 
generally. The King of Pruſſia had great and ſacred duties 
to fulfil towards his own dominions, which our views might 

croſs; and yet we thought of binding him, by packthread, to 
the performance of a light pecuniary engagement againſt the 


permanent, hereditary, ſolemn duties of his ſovereignty. ' 
There never was a power that had intereſts ſo different in any 


war as the Pruſſians and Auſtrians in the preſent. With re- 
gard to ourſelves, he knew of no intereſt upon God's earth that 
we had in view. Could the King of Pruſſia, or ought the King 
of Pruſſia, to diveſt himſelf of his natural duties? Could it be 
expected that he would be bound to fulfil engagements ſo tri- 
vial on the compariſon ? Might he not find employment for 
all his means elſewhere ? Was he not likely to ſay, Auſtria is 
gaining too much by this coloflal attempt? And were miniſ- 
ters vain enough to ſuppoſe that they could guide and direct 
this mighty power like the Margrave of Baden, with his paltry 
700 men? Another inconvenience was the rooted hatred be- 
tween the two armies of Auſtria and Pruſſia. This was noto- 
rious the whole of the laſt campaign, and was now greater 
than ever. There was alſo an ill underſtanding between the 
two Courts. If we wiſhed to judge of the King of Pruſſia's 
ewn ideas of the war, look at his Declaration. [ Here the 
Marquis read an extract from the Declaration.] ] _ 

The Marquis deſired the Houſe to recollect, that the war 


was not a war with a civilized nation, and well-diſciplined 


armies, but a war with a delirious and undiminiſhing ſwarm 
of men, with a highly populous nation, provided with every 
Klource for was to back them; a ſet of men who did not fight 
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merely for victory, but who ſought by fire, ſword, and the 


poiſon of their pernicious doctrines, with a view to ſubvert 
the whole ſocial edifice of Germany. +2] | 

To oppoſe this almoſt unconquerable enemy, the King of 
Pruſſia, on his part, had laſt campaign brought into the field 
70,000 of his beſt and choiceſt troops, under the command of 


the greateſt General in Europe, the Duke of Brunſwick ; with 


theſe had his Majeſty combated, even until this third cam- 
paign, under every imaginable obſtacle, far from the Pruſſian 
dominions, amidſt already exhauſted lands, exceſs of dear- 
neſs of the neceſſaries of life, and almoſt inſupportable ex. 

nce. > 

Was it likely, after this declaration, that the King of Pruſſia 
could, or, if he could, that he would now fend 60,000 of his 
beſt troops to ſupport a fep-child ? No, he knew better; he 
had enough upon his hands elfewhere, and was threatened 
with wars of a ftill more ſerious nature, There were three 
things in this arrangement to be conſidered: 1ft, Were not 
the preſent troops worſe than thoſe with whom he found it 


fruitleſs to maintain a conteſt againſt France? 2d, Would 


there not be a want of confidence, while ſerving 1n their pre- 
ſent ſituation ? 3d, Were thoſe troops likely to act better with 


us than with the Duke of Brunſwick, a General to whom they 


were enthuſiaſtically attached? 
Was not Poland likely to find the King of Pruſſia ſome uſe 


for his troops, and to- exerciſe him even at his own door? In 


the North, alfo, it was probable that he might find cauſe for 
alarm, if not for action; and might not circumſtances ariſe, 
in which he would be juſtified in the eyes of all mankind for 
breaking this treaty? Such things had been. In the year 
17744, after having paid a long peace ſubſidy to Heſſe Caſſel, 


the Landgrave turned the ſtipulated force into the ſcale againſt 


us, becauſe the intereſts of his native dominions demanded it. 
Suppoſe that Auſtria were to have ſucceſs in the preſent war 


of partition: Would Pruſſia reliſh it? Would ſhe feel no je- 
| louſy, no alarm? Was it acting like politicians and ſtateſmen 


to believe that he would act upon this treaty to his ruin? In 
the renewal, then, of this bloody leafe, it ſurcly ought to be 
our wiſdem to look back to the laſt campaign, and ſee where 
the fatal errors lay by which our efforts had been ineffectual. 
One obvious cauſe of ſuffering was the difference that ſubſiſted 
between the Auſtrians and Pruſſians. Did this treaty recon- 


cile them? Auſtria was not even mentioned in it. Pruſſia, 


in his memorable Declaration, ſays, that he brought 70,209 


of his choiceſt troops into the field. They were commanded, 
as he had before ſaid, by the greateſt General in the world; 


but 
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but he met ſuch unceaſing multitudes of men, that all his ef- 
forts were vain. In three years in any war an army mult be 
worn out: And two years of ſuch a war as the preſcnt muſt be 
equal to three of any other war. Then we were to have a 
ſmaller number of worſe troops; and thoſe troops not engaged 
as principals, in which there is pride, and ambition, and glory, 
but as hirelings, where there is nothing but a paltry ſelling of 
ſo much blood for ſo much money, and in which the heart is 
warmed by no ſpirit z where there is a cold cauſe, that of mere 
money. He ſaid, the extravagance of the treaty was obvious, 
in our engaging to pay before-hand, in ready money, for 
bread and forage. Such a thing was never heard of before : 
And where was our money to go to! Not to the army of Pruſ- 
fans; they would never ſee it. It would go in Engliſh guineas 
to Berlin in the lump. . God knew in what ſhape the ſum paid 
would meet the ſoldiers ! It was well known what baſe money 
was circulated in Pruſſia, and, perhaps, it might be iſſued in 
falſe money, and under the form of aſſignats that were coun- 
terfeit and forged. So that the conſequence might be, that 
we ſhould have a ſtarving army upon our hands, to quarter 
where they could, and who muſt be fed by us, and at our 
coſt, to be made uſeful. By the extravagant terms of the 
treaty, what with forage-money, and money to put the 
Pruſſian army in motion, though it had not far to march, at 
the end of two months the King of Pruffia would have 
600,000]. of Engliſh money in his pocket, and he might 
laugh at us, and not move a man, pretending that the intereſts 
of his people demanded his exertions elſewhere. With regard 
to Ruſſia, whoſe Coſſacks were expected to over-run France, 
it was pretty clear from her conduct, that, to uſe an ordinary 
Engliſh word, ſhe was of altogether, Se had other fifb to frys 
and ſomething elſe to do. It was notorious that, during the 
war, ſhe had been engaged in another important buſineſs. It 
was well known, though, from the new ſpecies of inquiſition 
that was ſet up in this country, the newſpapers dared not ſtate 
it, that among the papers of M. D'Armfeldt, which had been 
ſeized, there was pretty evident proof that the Empreſs had 
been engaged in the trifling work of a plot and conſpiracy to 
murder the Duke Regent, and overthrow the whole govern- 
ment of Sweden. Did the diſpoſition of the neutral powers 
open to us any fairer proſpec ? It could no longer be diſguiſed 
that they were now arming, and that they held a very threat- 
ening language. By whom they were ſupported allo it was 
eaſy to d Wins | 2 

What he had ſaid on a former day about America had been 
ſmiled at, and conſidered as wild and extravagant; but had 

Vor., III. 7 3 C | Rog 
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not his predictions ſince been verified ? And had not matters may 
in America towards this country ſince taken an alarming turn ? with 
So that, in this dangerous chieftainſhip which we had afſumed, true 
as the Don Quixote in this cruſade againſt the French wind- with 
mill, we certainly had no mighty improvement of our views of ou 
by this treaty: For, in addition to all the circumſtances he had lort « 
mentioned, we had a greater want than all—zhe vant of a ju the c 
cauſe, and of a fair and intelligent object. The writers on the variar 
fide of the war, from Mallet du Pan downwards, who was the and, 4 
beſt of them, had all owned that what had chiefly tended to Jomet 

revent our ſucceſs was, that a diſtinct object of the war had Chief 

not been held out to mankind, and particularly to the people difguf 

of France. If, even before this treaty, that charge could be Jlikewl 

brought againſt the allies, how much more truly might it be ſpoke \ 

urged at preſent? For this treaty confounded all rational his gr 

hopes. It declared that Pruſſia was to fight to make conqueſts: very. 

For whom? For the two maritime poxvers ! He ſpoke of the he nev 

arrogance of Great Britain and Holland aſſuming to themſelve; charac 

the name of the maritime powers, and aſked, What entitled W 

them to aſſume that ſuperiority ? What would Spain fay to it? in the 

Was not Spain a maritime power, and how came ſhe not to lumſell 

ſtand forward on the preſent occaſion ? How would the pride iſlands, 

of Spain feel the diſdain thereby offered to herſelf, whoſe diſ- ways be 

poſitions at this time were equivocal, and whoſe temper at and uni 

leaſt was irritable? As to Holland, he ſhould only ſay, that to the ſ 

Holland was once a proud country; how it had been reduced ment o 

by our meddling policy, he need not fay. It was doubtful land. 

even whether fhe was able to pay the ſmall quota of the ſubſidy conduct 

which had been impoſed upon her. Pruſſia at leaſt was un- capture 

willing to truſt to her, and had taken care to have our ſecurity. theſe b. 

Were we to pay the whole, and take our chance of the Dutch owed ſo 

| for the repayment? What confidence had we in the preſent thoſe wh 
ſtate of our allies ? Pruſſia, by the bye, was no longer an ally, taken tl 
©, but a ſervant ; but ſuch a ſervant as we could not expect to miniſter 
command. We were to give him Goo, oool. before he moved: of peace 
6 By the treaty, he was to have 300, oool. as a bonus, and then to us the 
[ he was to have an advance of two months, that is for April ſuffered ! 
i and May; and this no doubt he would take care to receive you no f, 
j but when he had received it, what ſecurity had we that be conqueſt 
| would move at all? In what court could we carry on our ſuit them, in 
againſt ſuch a debtor & He had the higheft reſpect for the impreſho 
| private character of the King of Pruſſia as a gentleman and a inheritan 
| man of honour; but it was well known, that Sovereigns held a warm 2 
| their conſciences abſolved from the ties of common men. — _ 
With the 


With regard to our allies, did any one of them, except 


| Auftria perhaps, retain even the appearance of feeling a com- 


— 


—_—_ _ 
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mon cauſe with us? In Spain, the only great men had retired 
with glory into exile, becauſe they would not ſacrifice the 
true intereſts of their country; and M. D'Aranda had carried 


with him the regrets of his nation. What even was the ſtate 


of our own forces? With reſpect to Corſica, who knew what 
ſort of ſcene was carrying on in that iſland at preſent ? with 
the commanders of the different ſervices of land and ſea at 
variance, the one carrying on a ſiege in defiance of the other, 
and, for ought we knew, our fleet might be entirely ruined. 
Something material muſt have happened. The Commander in 
Chief of the land forces, a gallant General, had returned in 
diſguſt, and as miniſters choſe to ſay nothing, he was filent 
likewiſe, from motives of prudence obviouſly. The Marquis 
ſpoke of the high character of that gentleman as an officer, of 
his great zeal, great profeſſional knowledge, and great bra- 
very. He ſaid, he did not know the gentleman perſonally ; 
he never had ſeen him, but was well aſſured that ſuch was his 
character. In the courſe of the war, he acknowledged that 
we certainly had experienced important ſucceſſes, particularly 
in the capture of Martinique. At the ſame time, he profeſſed 
himſelf not an admirer of the acquiſition of the Weſt India 
iſlands, important as they were; he was ſure they would al- 
ways be regarded by other powers as an object of great envy 
and uneafineſs. The capture of that iſland he imputed ſolely 
to the ſuperior talents, experienced bravery, and known judg- 
ment of the two general officers who commanded by ſea and 
land. He did not mean to detract from the bravery and good 
conduct of the other officers, but ſure he was the merit of the 
capture was aſcribable to the Commanders in Chief; and even 
theſe brave men, and able commanders, to whom miniſters 
owed ſo much, were nor of their own choice, but approved by 
thoſe whom they honour with the epithet of Oppoſition. Having 
taken the Weſt Indies, the Marquis aſked, why ſhould not 
miniſters take advantage of the circumſtance, and offer terms 
of peace? Why not ſay to the government of France, Secure 
to us the Welt India ilands as an indemnity for what we have 
ſuffered? Keep within your own lines, and we will trouble 
you no farther. Or were miniſters determined to go on making 
conqueſt after conqueſt, and not avail themſelves of any of 
them, in order to fix upon the minds of Frenchmen indelible 
impreſſions of enmity, and aſcertain to England the afflicting 
inheritance of eternal war? The Noble Lord concluded with 
2 warm admonition to the Houſe againſt the haſty praiſe which 
was demanded of a meaſure that, in his mind, was pregnant 
with the moſt fatal conſequences, 
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380 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, TLonm:, 
The Earl of Mansfiel& declared himſelf anxious to ſtate his 


ſentiments, and impatient to do ſo, being conſcious of having 
ſome ſhare of the blame, thatof having adviſed the preſent treaty, 
if blame were due. Had he the honour of being in a reſponſible 
ſituation, as formerly, in that which the Noble Lord in his eye 
(Lord Grenville) filled ſo much better, he certainly would have 
ſpared no pains to enforce the concluſion of ſuch a treaty as 
the preſent. He faid, he felt that he had no occaſion, after 
the Noble Secretary of State had ſo ably opened the ſubject of 
the treaty, and with ſo much clearneſs and preciſion explained 
all the relative circumſtances, to enter into that topic in detail. 
He would, therefore, only make a few obſervations on what 
had paſſed in the courſe of debate. 'The meaſure, indeed, 
was a bold one; but it was not the leſs wiſe for being bold: 
It was a great effort on the part of this country for a great end, 
The Earl ſaid, he would not enter into the extraneous matter 
adduced by the Noble Marquis, who had wandered from the 
queſtion to general topics, and overlaid the real ſubject 
of the motion by the weighty ornament of his own com- 
ment. With regard to the expreſſion “ maritime powers,” 
he thought it was properly uſed ; Great Britain and Hol- 
land were the maritime powers contracting, as well as the 
powers whoſe marine principally protected the trade of 
the allies on the ſeas. He could not ſay what had been 
the opinion of the Jate Earl of Chatham reſpeCting the 
ſubſidy granted to the King of Pruſſia in 1756, nor had he any 
hand in making it; but he thought it a treaty founded in wiſ- 
dom and ſound policy, and could not believe that it was a thing 
ſought for by that Monarch. He had the honour of being 
employed on the continent at that time, and he well recol- 
lected the report generally believed was, that the King of 
Pruſſia did not want a ſubſidy, but that he cried to Britain, 
&« Give me men; give me a fleet in the Baltic ;” and fo far 
from deſiring the ſubſidy, the meaſure had originated in Eng- 
land, and was rather forced ppon him. Afﬀter the treaty the 
French and Pruſſians never were engaged. The Noble Mar- 
quis's reaſoning about the want of an aſcertained and juſt 
object in the war, which it had been ſaid had kept the honeſt 
art of the French from joining us, was taken from a pamphlet 
publiſhed by Mallet du Pan. This had often been urged as a 
great objection, but he thought it a very filly one, as the object 
of the war was both juſt, and clearly defined. It was juſt, as 
it aimed at the deſtruction of a ſyſtem which threatened to 
overturn all civil ſociety, and to promote rapine and plunder; 
it was defined, as it was declared to be for the purpoſe of an- 
nihilating that ſyſtem, and reſtoring monarchy. As a means 
O 5 | > 
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of promoting the ſucceſs. of that object, he thought the preſent 
treaty a ſtrong and a wiſe meaſure; and he thought it much 
better to connect ourſelves with a great power like Pruſſia, and 
thereby enſure the whole of its efforts, than to connect our- 
ſelves with little powers, like the Landgrave of Baden, whoſe 
whole efforts. muſt, perhaps, be very inconſiderable. He 
thought that ſecuring to our fide one of the greateſt potentates 
in Europe, who would otherwiſe have withdrawn himſelf, 
was a mighty object, and which almoſt no ſacrifice would be 
too great to accompliſh. But ſuch a power it was impoſlible 
(it had been ſaid), to bind to his engagements. In his opinion, 
the King of Pruſſia would find not merely, from the natural 
ſentiments of his own dignified mind, but alſo from the reflec- 
tions of his underſtanding, that the ſolid intereſts of a ſove- 
reign prince could only be ſecured, like thoſe of an individual, 
by the ſacred maintenance of good faith. With regard to the 
aſſerted ſurpriſe of his Pruſſian Majeſty at Great Britain's in- 
volving herſelf in the war, he ſhould rather have expreſſed his 
| ſurpriſe that the French ſhould have plunged into a war with 
Great Britain; for he always muſt maintain, that they had not 
only provoked, but begun it. The number of troops procured 
by this treaty might, indeed, be repreſented as ſmall ; but he 
begged their Lordſhips to recollect that thirty thouſand Ruſ- 
ſians occaſioned the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle ; and there was 
no knowing what good effects might reſult from the co-opera» 
tion of the Pruſſians, now enſured by this treaty, | 

The Noble Lord had faid, after doubting the value of con- 
queſts in the Weſt Indies (in which he had not the honour to 
agree with him), that miniſters might give up all their other 
pretenſions in the war, on the ground of ſecuring thoſe con- 
queſts, He deprecated ſuch a compromiſe ; it would be fatal 
to the honour and true intereſts of England. The conqueſts 
in the Weſt Indies were highly valuable; and if this was 
an ordinary war, brought on by aggreſſion, he allowed, that 


the poſſeſſion of the acquiſitions in the Weſt Indies might be 


a ſufficient indemnity, but, in the preſent conteſt, he thought 
them a mere trifle ; although, diſtinctly conſidered, the capture 
of Martinique was a great and glorious acquiſition, yet if 
miniſters conſented to make peace with the preſent rulers of 
France, becauſe they made ſuch a ceſſion, he would have his 
head ſevered from his body, before he would give them 
the ſmalleſt ſupport 3 the miniſter who would make ſuch a 
peace, would purchaſe infamy, not honour—would bring us 


into danger rather than ſecurity ; for if the preſent govern- 


ment of France were allowed to exiſt, there could be no ſafety 
7 | | fox 
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for any other government in Europe. It was a ſyſtem of in. 


ſurrection, of rapine, and diforder; and it was not vain boaſt. 


ing, but ſound reaſon, in thoſe who poſſeſſed power under it, 
to deſire the deſtruction of eſtabliſhed governments, as they 
knew that every well-regulated government ' mult riſk their 
overthrow. If ſuffered to exiſt, the rulers of France would 
therefore endeavour to contaminate all ſurrounding nations 
with their principles, and by that means bring a peſtilence 
upon them greater than any of thoſe which had yet afflicted 
mankind. F | 5 

It was ſaid of Cicero, that his predictions were equal to 
prophecies * Prediftiones eſſè qucmadmodum divinationes ;” and 
perhaps that man would be entitled to the fame praiſe, who 
thould predict the thort-lived proſperity of that horrid ſyſtem, 
which now ravaged France; or, at any rate, who ſhould ſay, 
that, if it ſucceeded, no other country could be fafe. The 
Earl, in a contraſted picture of the worſt evils of ambition in a 
ſtate ſuch as France was, with the horrors of the tyranny that 
now raged there, drew this conclufion, that though neighbour- 
ing kingdoms might enjoy at leaſt intervals of repoſe under the 
one, they could not hope for one month's ſecurity, eaſe, or 
reſpite, under the other; and that therefore it was a cauſe 
which could admit of no compariſon. 'To make peace with 
France now, would lead to certain and inevitable rum. It 
would give a mere momentary repoſe, that could not continue; 
and therefore the war muſt be perſevered in until ſuch a go- 
vernment was eſtabliſhed in France as could give ſecurity to 
the other ſtates. The combined exertions of ſo conſiderable a 
part of Europe would, he hoped, ere long, accompliſh ſo de- 
firable an object. The Earl ſaid, he had been born and bred 
to admire the oppoſition made to the ambitious views of Louis 
XIV. ; he highly approved the confederacy that had been made 
againlt that aſpiring Monarch ; but how different was the aim 
and conduct of Louis XIV. from that of the preſent govern- 
ment of France] The ambition of Princes was generally go- 
verned by prudence ;z but no ſuch guide influenced the preſent 
rulers of France: Their ſole ſafety lay in letting flip the dogs 
of war, and erying havock to feed their blood-hounds with 
human fleſh. The old government of France, even when 
animated by the moſt extravagant ambition, had always paid 
ſome regard to the happineſs of the people; and the proſpe- 
rity of the people had hitherto been thought neceffary, for 
the ſupport of ambitious projects; but the French ſyſtem 
made the wretchedneſs of the people its primary object; and 
for the deſtruction of that ſyſtem, and thoſe men who ſupport 
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it, he conſidered this war to be carried on, and the preſent. 
treaty to be entered into : He ſhould therefore give it his 
warmeſt ſupport: £ 

pe Earl of Lauderdale ſaid, he thought to rife for different 
reaſons, but the queſtion had become infinitely more intereft» 
ing by the language of the Noble Viſcount * (Earl of Mauſ- 


field); for acc6:ding to him the object was molt completely 


changed. This obliged him to take a new line of argument. 
The allies had often changed their profeſſed objects in carry- 
inz on the war; but now the very ſyſtem of the war it- 
ſelf was alſo changed; the principals were become inferiors, 
and the inferiors the principals in it. He appealed to their 
Lordſhips, whether, until that day, they had ever heard it 
openly avowed, that'we were fighting for a new internal go- 


vernment in France. In the Noble Secretary's correſpond- 


ence with M. Chauvelin; in the King's ſpeech at the com- 
mencement of hoſtilities; in our miniſter's declaration at the 
Hague; in all the ſtate papers which we had ever publiſhed, 
it had been ſtudiouſſy declared, that it was not our with to in- 
terfere with the internal government of France. At this day, 
however, that which a twelvemonth ago no mi iſter would 
have dared to avow, was openly avowed, and was not denied 
by miniſters. Even upon this new ſyſtem of carrying on the 
war, what ſecurity had we that the King of Pruſſia would ful- 
fil his engagements ? The treaty of July 1793, he had already 
broken. By that treaty he bound himſelf to England, not to 
rclinquiſh the alliance, nor withdraw himſelf from the war, 
but with mutual conſent. It could not then be a greater trea- 
chery in the Court of Berlin to break the preſent treaty, than 
it was to break that. He broke that either from choice or 
neceſſity z and with that latitude of conſcience which he had 
manifeſted, he might in a month, under a pretended neceſſity, 
demand double the ſum which he had now obtained. The 
expence was ſtated lower than it really was. Pruſſia was 
bound only to find ſield-pieces to this army; before they were 
fully equipped, fo as to be employed beneficially, the coſt would 
be much greater; and it had been well and ſeaſonably aſked, 
Whether he might not have occaſion for all his forces eHewhere? 
He had no hefitation in ſaying, that he hoped in God he 
would find full employment elſewhere ; he hoped that Poland 
_ wauld find him full enough to do; for it was the firſt wiſh of 
his heart, that he, and his accomplice in the horrible atrocities 
committed on the Poles, might be ſpeedily and adequitely pu- 
niſled; and that a gallant people might recover their inde- 
pendence and liberties, ſo inhumanly deſtroyed. If then the 


* Lord Lauderdale, thronghout the preſent ſeſũuon, has almoſt uniformly 
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King of Pruſſia ſhould find employment in Poland, this ſubſi- 
diary treaty would be no better obſerved than that of laſt year 
was, and he would leave religion, humanity, and civil ſociety 


to ſhift for themſelves ; he would leave Robeſpierre to tri- 


umph, rather than endanger one atom of his plunder in that 


. 8 
o The Dutch, in this treaty, the Earl ſaid, had been a little 


more cautious than Britain. They had entered into it only for 


one year. They choſe to make the experiment, and to leave 
it to their own diſcretion whether it ſhould be renewed. But 
the Britiſh government, with a forward profuſion, had deſpiſed 
ſuch precaution 3 and, whether the experiment ſhould turn 
out to be good or bad they bound themſelves by a ſeparate 
article to continue it during the whole war. The ſubſidy, 
however, that was to be paid to Pruſſia, great as it was, was 
not to be locked upon as all that this country would have to 


pay. His Pruſſian Majeſty had, indeed, been well apprized of 


our Quixotic diſpoſition. and had been the earlieſt in his ap- 
plication. If Pruſſia, ſeeing our avidity to ſtand forward as 
principals in the war, had wiſely profited by the circumſtance, 
why might we not expect Auſtria to take the ſame advantage, 
and follow the example of Pruſſia? For Auſtria was equally 
diſtreſſed. Previous to the commencement of the war, the 


finances of Auſtria were in the loweſt ſtate, occaſioned both 


diſturbances in her own dominions, and a heavy expenſive 
= with the Turks, while the coffers of his Pruſſian Majeſty 
were well known to be largely filled. If Auſtria, therefore, 
comes forward, and ſays, © I have borne the brunt of the war; 
I have fought moſt carneltly; I have freely expended my blood 
and money; I have done the greateſt ſervice, and I am the 
moſt in want of money: You have paid Pruſſia largely, 
though ſhe has been of much leſs importance; I therefore de- 
fire to be paid alſo” — If Auſtria ſhould come forward in ſuch 
a manner, could her pretenſions to a ſubſidy be denied ? Was he 
not the chief ſupport of the confederacy ? And if the threatene 
to withdraw, unleſs pecuniary aid was given her, my it _-_ 
either be granted, or the war be completely abandoned? * 
not the extent of the ſum, and the facility with which it ha 
been given to the King of Pruſſia, eee the Emperor to A 
mand a ſubſidy alſo? But what was more ſerious, would not 5 
neceſſities force to him to it? Auſtria was fo reduced, that ſhe 
was obliged to have recourſe to all the means of raifing money 
employed by the Jacobins, and ſo much reprobated in this a 
try. The Emperor had called for contributions of civ iſm; he . a 
been reduced to commit ſacrilege, by pillaging the churc As 
melting plate, and making what he called loans in every coun 


try of Europe. * here Auſtria was trying a loan; 1 
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ſhe was obliged to carry on the war with Britiſh capital. We, 
therefore, might be ſaid to be exhauſting, not our income, but 
our capital, as well as. France, becauſe we anticipated revenue, 
and borrowed money on credit, not perhaps in an equal de- 


gree; but it could not be denied, that we were uſing our ca- 
pital. With ſuch a ſtate of ſtrength, the object was ten times 


more difficult than ever. There were now no differences of 
opinion in France, no army in La Vendee; and the faction in 
power had exhibited the phenomenon in a moment of revolu- 
tion, the ſpectacle of a complete triumph over an oppoſing 
party, that at one time ſtood higher in popularity than them- 


ſelves. No man could more deteſt and abhor the preſent go- 


rernment in France, and the diabolical ſcenes paſling there, 
than himſelf z but what horrors did Robeſpierre commit 
which were not every day practiſed by Ruſſia ? The horrors of 
Ruſſia were however ſaid to be nothing; as neighbouring go- 
rernments had nothing to dread from her; her horrors pre- 
ſented to Europe the ſecurity of long ſtanding z they were 


ſtable. Good God! with what face could one man ſay to 


another, that we were to fight againſt Robeſpierre, becauſe his 
tenets diſturbed the tranquillity of his neighbours, and yet be 
reconciled to Ruſſia and Pruſſia ? | 
The object of the war was totally changed; as a proof that 
it was fo, let their Lordſhips recollect, that the objects origin- 
ally ſtated were the navigation of the Scheldt, and ſecurity to 
our allies. His Noble Friend near him (the Earl of Mansfield) 
had openly avowed, that the object now was the overturning 
the exiſting government of France, and inſtituting a new one. 
He thanked the Noble Earl for his candour; but ſuch as was 
at preſent avowed to be the object of the war, as declared that 
night, his Lordſhip conſidered it to be, if not completely un- 
attainable, atleaſt highly arduous and difficult; for it amounted 
to nothing leſs than the conqueſt of France. What better 
proſpect had we this year than we had the laſt ? The proſpect, 
in fact, held out far leſs hopes of ſucceſs. At the commence- 
ment of the laſt campaign, the ſtrength of Britain, Holland, 
Spain, and the greateſt part of Germany, was untried, and 
crtainly unbroken, A powerful body of royaliſts were mak- 
ng a moſt formidable head in La Vendee, of whoſe ſucceſs 
great expectations were formed; and France itſelf was then 
torn by factions. Parties were daily accuſing thoſe in power, 
ad bringing them to the fcaffold, while they themſelves ſuc- 
ded to that power. What was the ſituation at the opening 
this campaign? The ſtrength of all the allied powers was 


'onfiderably waſted, and it was evident by the meaſure under 


Wuderation, that one of the principals, the very leader of the 
was incapable of longer maintaining the conteſt. The 
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inſurgents in La Vendée were annihilated; the ruling party 
in Paris appeared to poſſeſs the confidence of the people, and 
certainly poſſeſſed vigour and authority enough to be allowed 
to be a ſtrong government; ſince, inſtead of any new faQion 
being able to ſupplant that which was in power, we find it able 


inſtantly, as it were, to bring thoſe to the ſcaffold who oppoſe 


them. Such was the hopeleſſneſs of the proſpect compared 
with the opening of the laſt campaign; and it would ſeem 
that, in proportion as the cauſe became deſperate, in propor- 
tion as the allies deſerted it, we were to go greater lengths; 
nor was it the leaſt dejeCting circumſtance, that we were that 
day told from one of his Majeſty's miniſters, that 30,000 men 
were not to be procured for money in any other part of Europe 
than in Pruſſia. If the fact were ſo, what a hopeleſs ſtate 
were we in? The campaign would exhauſt double the number 
at leaſt, and we ſhould have no further reſource. But theſe 
30,000 men were cheaper than our other mercenaries. We 
had 40,000 more foreign troops; and as they all confeſſedly 
coſt as more, we paid at leaſt three millions a year to foreign 
powers for men only, in addition to all our own expence, and 
all this to eſtabliſh a Louis XVII. in the throne of Louis XVI. 
But © France was uſing up its capital.” Were not we, he 
would aſk again, to a certain degree doing the ſame thing! 
Every ſhilling of money funded, was a part of our capital la- 
viſhed and loſt for ever. The Noble Secretary's next argument 
was, © That this country never felt ſo little the preſſure of a 
war on its manufactures and trade,” He would leave this 
aſſertion to the feelings of the country, to the knowledge of 
the manufacturing towns, and to the common obſervation of 
all men. Never, never, in the ſecond year of any war, had 
ſuch an impreſſion been made on the country! The Noble 
Lord recollected the American war at leaſt, when we had al- 
moſt all Europe againſt us. Was the impreſſion in the ſecond 
year equal to that of the ſecond in this? He knew perſonally 
that, in one manufacturing town, a ſingle juſtice of the peace 
had atteſted 23,000 men, taken from manufacture, and con. 


verted into ſoldiers! In another, a magiſtrate had atteſted } 


12,000 | A thing unheard of in any former war. [Lord Derby® 


cried, Hear ! hear ! ] | 
Although we had continued in perfect peace, and the 
_— proſperity, three years, while the new government 0 


rance had exiſted, yet now we were told, what had before 


been aſſerted by a Noble Lord (Auckland) in his memorial 


* The Far] of Lauderdale clearly alluded to a town in Lancai 
when he mentioned the 12,000, the Earl of Derby having in a prect®” 
ing debate ſtated the fact. | F 
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preſented to the States General the 25th of Jan. 1793, that we 
were making war to deſtroy certain miſcreants, who for four 
years had brought miſery on France, and attempted to eſtabliſh 
a new order of civil ſociety. Such was the language at pre- 
ſent held, The new government, which had ſuffered us to be 
in peace and proſperity, was to be deſtroyed ; and the old go- 
vernment, which had continually involved us in broils and ex- 
pence, was to be reſtored. It was alſo ſaid, Frenchmen were 
dragged againſt their will into the armies. This he thought 
highly improbable, when he looked at the courage and enthu- 
faſm with which they fought. Could any perſon, who liſtened 
a moment to the dictates of reaſon, ſuppoſe that any men ſo 
dragged into the field would act as they did? Certainly not. 
It was rather, on the contrary, very plain, from whatever mo- 
tive, or however excited, that they acted on the impulſe of poli- 
tical enthuſiaſm, which inſpired with a rage and an ardour that 
it was not likely mercenaries ſhould get the better of. | 
With regard to the diſtreſs ſtated to exiſt in France, occa- 


ſioned by the numerous levies, he believed it to be much leſs 


than it was repreſented; while in this country he knew the 
diſtreſs produced by the war to be much greater than was com- 
monly admitted, 

The combined powers, he contended, were not more divided 
in the object of the war, than the importance of reſtoring mo- 
narchy in France. England thought it of ſo much conſe- 
quence, that we were to ſpend the laſt ſhilling to obtain it; 
while Pruſſia looked on it with ſo much indifference, as not to 
think it worth the expenditure of a ſingle farthing. His 
Lordſhip concluded by obſerving, that it would be wiſer to 
make peace, than ſubſidize the King of Pruſha; and that, if it 


was true, as he believed it was, and as it indeed evidently ap- 


peared, that the people of Britain were ſtrongly attached to 
their conſtitugion and government, there could be no danger to 
this country, from the eſtabliſhment of the new government 
of France, which, inſtead of holding out any thing ſeductive, 
diſplayed at preſent, and it was ſaid by the friends of the war, 
always would diſplay, nothing but horrors. There would be 
no danger, therefore, that Engliſhmen would be defirous of 
imitating a ſyſtem of horrors; and upon that ground, he 
ſhould oppoſe the preſent addreſs, as it would bring upon the 
country a great and enormous load of expence, for an object 
a appeared to be both unattainable and undeſerving of 
upport, | | | | 
Lord Hawkeſbury roſe to clear up a miſtake reſpecting the 
ſuppoſed change of the object of the war, into which the Noble 
Larl who juſt ſat down had fallen. The miſtake aroſe from 
3D 2 | con- 
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confounding the object of the allies with our orießt Great 
Britain lay by for two campaigns, and never int 
France not only declared her ſyſtem to be a determination to 
ſubvert all governments where order prevailed, but made a wan- 
ton and direct attack on Flanders and the United Provinces. 
Until the French attacked us, we did not interfere; and the 
object of the war had been all along, and was then chiefly, and 
indeed almoſt ſimply, ſecurity. Security was the great aim; 
though indemnity alſo they were entitled to, agreeable to all 
the writers on the ſubject of the war and its rights. This ſe- 
curity, he ſaid, we could not obtain under the preſent ſtate of 
France; whilſt France was under the government of one man, 
never heard of before the troubles, who-carried on the moſt 
unexampled tyranny, and ruled it by the means of two Com- 
mittees, where no law, no juſtice, no ſafety, was to be found. 
The Convention, which was ſuppoſed to be conſtituted by the 
People, was reduced from 750, its original number, to about 
200 members; and thoſe 200 were awed by the two Com- 


mittees. It was matter of curious obſervation, that, in this 


remnant of the Convention, there had not been held for four 
months a ſingle debate ; proving thereby to all the world, that 
their fears took from them all deliberative functions; for ſuch 
was the preſent tyranny in France, that every man was not only 
afraid to deliver his opinions, but even afraid to ſignify them 
by a ſhrug of his ſhoulders the fate of all who afforded but 
the ſlighteſt ground of diſpleaſure or ſuſpicion, being decided 
immediately. From ſuch a country we could have no ſecu- 
rity. What were our hopes of ſucceſs in putting an end to 
this cruel anarchy ? Living, as they were, on their capi- 
tal, not like England in degree, and comparatively a very ſmall 
degree indeed, but altogether and at once waſting the whole, 
he foreſaw that it muſt end : He could not predict the time, 
but he fancied, Jet it come when it might, it would be ſudden. 
It would be an explofion, and would break up at once. When- 
ever this ſhould happen, it certainly was not for us to dictate 
the ſort of government that it would be wiſe to eſtabliſh in 
France; but, after ſuch a convulſion, and after tearing up all 
the eſtabliſhments, all the foundations of ſociety, all the reve- 
nues and putting the whole machine into ſuch total confuſion, 
it was obvicus that there muſt be erected in France a very trong 
executive government, 85 | | 
Comparing the reſources of England with thoſe of France, 
he ſaid, thoſe of the latter were nearly exhauſted, while our 
own never flouriſhed fo much during any war; in proof 0 
which, he ſtated that, in the laſt quarter, the revenue had ex- 


ceeded the receipt of the ſame quarter at any former —_ 
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His Lordſhip juſtified our conduct throughout the war, and 
aſter aſſerting that France had changed her object, and not 
Great Britain, concluded with declaring that he approved 
highly of the treaty, and thought the preſent ſubſidy both po- 
litic, and capable of being paid without much injury to our 
finances. 

Lord Auckland ſaid, the ſubject had been ſo much exhauſted 
by che Noble Lords who preceded him, that he thought it ſu- 
perfluous to enter into further diſcuſſion. Bur a paper to 
which no name was affixed having been brought forward (by 
the Earl of Lauderdale) as a proof that the government of 
this country had ſuddenly departed from the ſyſtem obſerved . 
during the firtt four years of the French revolution, he muſt 
be permitted to read to their Lordſhips the paſſage alluded to. 
Though it was written above fitteen months ago, it would be 
found not inapplicable either to the exiſting criſis of public 
affairs, or to the particular debate of the day. The paper 
in qnzſti»n was a Memorial preſented by him as Britiſh Am- 
b.flador to the States General at the Hague on the 25th of 
January 1793, a few days previous to the unprovoked decla- 
ration of war againſt this country and Holland. WOT ES 

« The circumſtances which have led to this criſis are too 
recent, and the conduct of the King too well known, for the 
u:derfizned to have occaſion here to enter into any long de- 
tail Ir is not quite four years fince certain miſcreants, aſſuming 


the name of Philoſophers, have preſumed to think themſelves capable 
of N 0 a new ſyſtem of civil ſociety.” (There being a cry 
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) of hear! hear! at this paſſage, Lord Auckland took the occa- 
. ion to read it again, and to remark that it alluded to Mefirs. 
| Condorcet, Briſſot, Petion, Syeyes, and others of that deſcrip- 
: tionz and not to the miſcreants of the preſent day, who have 
, thrown aſide the cloak of philoſophy, and profeſs themſelves 
F to be deſperate and barefaced afaſlins, He then proceeded} 


In order to realize this dream, the offspring of vanity, it 
became neceſſary for them to overturn and deſtroy all eſtabliſh- 
ed notions of ſubordination, of morals, and of religion, which 


U had hitherto conſtituted the ſecurity, the happineſs, and the 
conſolation of mankind. Theſe deſtructive projects have 
* but too well ſucceeded; but the effects of the new ſyſtem 
9 which they wiſhed to introduce have only ſerved to demon- 

tate the folly and wickedneſs of its authors. The events. 
A that have ſo rapidly followed, ſurpaſs in atrocity all that has 
ir dlitherto ſullied the page of hiſtory. Property, liberty, ſecurity, 
f | and even life itſelf, wo been the ſport of this unbridled. 
4 phrenzy of the paſſions, of this ſpirit of rapine, of hatred, and 
18 4 | 
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of the moſt cruel! and unnatural ambition. The annals of 
mankind cannot preſent a period in which, in ſo ſhort a ſpace, 
fo many crimes have been committed, ſo many misfortunes 
produced, and ſo many tears ſhed : In a word, at this very mo- 
nient theſe horrors appear to have attained their utmoſt height, 
{Lord Auckland ſtopped to remark that a long and dreadful 
catalogue has ſince been added, and is now adding, to the ex- 
ceſſes here deſcribed, and had gone beyond his imagination of 
any poſſible human depravity. He then proceeded) © During 
all this time the King, ſurrounded by his people, who enjoyed, 
under the favour of Providence, a degree of proſperity without 
example, could not behold the misfortunes of others without 
the ſtrongeſt emotions of pity and indignation z but faithful 
to his principles, his Majeſty has never permitted himſelf to 


znterfere in the internal affairs of a foreign nation; he has 


never departed from that ſyſtem of neutrality which he had 
adopted. | | 

« This conduct (which the King has ſeen with ſatisfaction 
to have been equally obſerved by your High Mightineſſes), the 
good faith of which all Europe has acknowledged, and which 
ought to have been reſpected on many other accounts, has 
not been ſufficient to ſecure his Majeſty, his people, and the 
republic, from the moſt dangerous and the moſt criminal con- 
ſpiracies. . | | 

&« For ſeveral months paſt, projects of ambition and aggran- 
dizement, dangerous to the tranquillity and the ſecurity of all 
Europe, have been openly avowed; attempts have been made 
to ſpread throughout England, and this country, maxims ſuv- 
verſive of all ſocial order; and they have not ſcrupled to give 
to theſe deteſtable attempts the name of a revolutionary power. 
Ancient and ſolemn treaties, guaranteed by the King, have 
been infringed, and the rights and territory of the Dutch re- 
public have been violated. His Majeſty has therefore, in his 
_ wiſdom, judged it neceſſary to make preparations proportioned 
to the nature of the circumſtances. The King has conſulted 
his Parliament; and the meaſures which his Majeſty had 
thought fit to take have been received with the moſt lively and 
unanimous approbation of a people who abhor anarchy and 
| trreligion, who love their King, and will maintain their con- 
ſtitution.“ | | 

Such was the paſſage to which the Noble Earl had alluded! 
and what was the evident purport of it? was it not, that the 
King and his miniſters ſaw with pity, indignation, and hor- 
ror, the calamities reſulting from the revolutionary doctrines 


in France, but that his Majeſty never would have interfered " 
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the interior of another country, if he had not been com- 
lled to it by the interference of that country in the affairs of 
pr dominions, and in thoſe of his allies. 

It appeared then that we had engaged in the war on a prin- 
ciple of defence. and ſelf-preſervation ; on that principle we 
muſt continue to proſecute the war, whatever may be our dif- 
ficulties or diſappointments on the one hand, whatever may be 
the glories of our ſucceſſes, or the extent of our victories on 
the other. We are contending with a malignant and deſperate 
uſurpation, which profeſſes to ſeek and to promote the con- 
fuſion and ſubverſion of every civil government. Here he 
would take occaſion to expreſs his entire concurrence with the 
Noble Earl (Mansfield) who had ſaid that our diſtinct object 
is and muſt be the deſtruction of the Jacobin ſyſtem. He had 
ſeen the war in the ſame point of view from its firſt com- 
mencement, he thought it a war % ue ad internecionem. 

In ſuch a war, originating in ſuch principles, and expoſed to 
ſuch dangers and difficulties, could it be doubted that we ought 
to carry into aCtion every attainable acquiſition of force ? 
could it be doubted that we ought to ſecure to ourſelves the 
aid of ſuch a body of troops as that deſcribed in the conven- 
tion now before their Lordſhips? 

Ours is not a combination to aſſiſt the different Sovereigns 
and countries engaged in it, in the purſuit of wild or unwarrant- 
able ſchemes of ambition; it is a wiſe and juſt concert for the 
eſſential purpoſe of ſaving this country and all Europe from a 
torrent of ſavage barbariſm, rapine, irreligion, and murder. 

In a ſtruggle of this importance he would not look too nicely 
into the conditions of the propoſed ſubſidy, he would not 
weigh too ſcrupulouſly the ſum to be paid. He would however 
affirm that, admitting the neceſſity or expediency of ſubſi- 
dizing a part of the Pruſſian army, the bargain was moſt eco- 
nomical. The whole number of troops to be furniſhed is 
62,400; the whole ſum to be paid by Great Britain is 1,350,000. 
But we already have a claim on 32,000 troops by the ex- 
iſting treaties of alliance, for which however we were engaged 
to pay about 450, oool. There would remain 30,400 troops 
tor oo, ocol., or 100,000]. per month; conſequently we pay 
little more than 31. per man per month, and that ſum includes 
the pay of the officers and men, all demands for half-pay, 
ammunition, camp equipage, field artillery, marching, quar- 
tering, remount of cavalry, recruits, and every incidental ex- 
pence. This too was limited to the nine molt active months 
of the year, and was certainly much leſs than it would colt us 
to bring raw and undiſciplined troops into the field. 


He 
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He deſired farther to obſerve that all conventions of this 
nature muſt in ſome meaſure reſt on the confidence due to 
thoſe who negotiate them. It was no adulation to his Noble 


Friend (Lord Grenville) in whoſe department this buſineſs 


had been adjuſted. to ſay that he poſſeſſed the confidence of 
Parliament and of the nation. Great confidence was alſo re- 
poſed in the talents of the Noble Lord who negotiated the 
convention at the Hague, and in the abilities and judgment of 
the Dutch miniſters who were aſſociated with him. 

In ſpeaking of thoſe Dutch miniſters (the Grand Penſioner 
and the Grefher), it was a tribute which he owed to them, to 
ſay, from the experience during four years of a daily and al- 
moſt hourly communication with them, in circumſtances often 
of extreme difficulty and eſſential importance both to their 
republic and to all Europe, that there did not exiſt upon the 
globe two individuals poſſeſſed of more honour, more integrity, 
or more wiſdom. | | 

The Duke of Portland began with an apology for riſing at 
all after the queſtion had been ſo well argued, and after all 
the objections to the meaſure before their Lordſhips had been 
anſwered fo very ably by his Noble Friend in the great ribband 
(Earl of Mansfield); but he was anxious to ſay, that he had a 
ſhare in adviſing the meaſure, and was entitled to his ſhare of 
blame, if blame were due; if he had had the honour of being one 
of his Majeſty's miniſters, he ſhould have been proud to avow 
himſelf the author of the meaſure, had ſuch been the caſe. 
It was not to be eſtimated by the guantum of ſubſidy to be 
paid, bur by its importance to effect the deſtruction and an- 
nihilation of that ſyſtem, which, while it exiſted, left no room 
to hope for ſecurity. He approved of the treaty both in a 
political and pecuniary point of view; he was ſure that the 
Noble Lord who negotiated it (Lord Malmſbury) would not 
have conſented to a treaty that was either improvident or un- 
neceſſary; on the contrary, it was wiſe, prudent, and econo- 
mical. | 
Lord Grenville ſaid, he would not take advantage of his 
claim to reply and enter much into reaſoning, after the maſter:y, 
able, and manly terms, in which Noble Lords had given their 
opinion on the ſubject of the treaty, He would confine him- 
ſelf to one fact, viz. that of the alledged argument, that in 
reſpect to reſources, Great Britain was as much diſtreſſed as 
France; he inſiſted upon it that the caſe was directly the re- 
verſe, but even admitting for a moment for the fake of argu- 
ment, what he was by no means diſpoſed to admit, that our 
affairs were as unſortunate as the Noble Marquis and the Noble 
Earl had thought proper ro deſcribe them, he hoped the Houle 


would feel with him, when he ſaid that if the caſe of this 
| | country 


Ar. 
coun 
fortu 
ſhoul 
that 
ſperat 
there 
religi 
all, tc 
ſeeme 
terrify 
which 
Noble 
opinio 
that ty 
upon 
therefc 
their c 
was bu 
it wou! 
when 1 
oppreſſ 
odium 
the wal 
tended 
the obj 
ſent w: 
avowed 
and ou 
France 
was ne 
ſhould b 
more de 
of parri 
and offe 
arrive, v 
into that 
tended. 
we had « 
enueavor 
by leſſen 
world; : 
iſtinctic 
thoſe ſui 
the meal 
brow of 
hard-earr 
VoL. I 


Arart 30.] - WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 994 


country were reduced to ſo calamitous a criſis, if the tide of 
fortune had gone againſt us to ſo deplorable an extent, he 
ſhould ſtill hope that there would be public ſpirit enough in 
that Houſe, to concur unanimouſly in making one laſt de- 
ſperate effort, in order that it might live upon record, that 
there did exiſt a country ſufficiently alive to the principles of 
religion, morality, law, order, and ſubordination, to riſque its 
all, to preſerve its exiſtence on the face of the earth. It 
ſeemed to be the drift of ſome Noble Lords to endeavour to 
terrify the people with an idea of the dangerous ſituation in 
which they were involved. He was however happy that the 
Noble Earl had at laſt thought proper to expreſs 2 decided 
opinion againſt the tyranny of the preſent rulers of France 
that tyranny which was beyond all queſtion the moſt intolerable 
upon earth, that hiſtory had ever recorded. He was happy 
therefore, that the Noble Earl had thus openly reprobated 
their conduct, and their policy; becauſe he now knew there 
was but one opinion upon the ſubject in that Houſe; and 
it would not be denied that a government was always weak 


when it reſted ſolely on tyranny, becauſe, in proportion to the 


oppreſſion practiſed on thoſe who lived under it, the general 
odium it excited increaſed. It had been ſaid, the object of 
the war had been changed from that which it was at firſt pre- 
tended to bez he would deny the aſſertion, and contend that 
the object of the war had never been changed; that it at pre- 
ſent was what he, and thoſe who acted with him, had ever 
avowed it to be, v:z. to obtain permanent ſecurity for ourſelves 
and our allies, which, ſo long as the preſent deſpotiſm of 
France exiſted, it was impoſſible to procure, and therefore it 
was neceſſary that, a deſpotiſm ſo dangerous to all Europe 
ſhould be ſubverted. The tyranny that prevailed in France was 
more deteſtable than the tyranny of Caligula or Nero; a tiſſue 
of parricides and of crimes. Cruelty might beget offences, 
and offences cruelty, for a ſeaſon ; but the period muſt ſoon 
arrive, when the whole nefarious ſyſtem muſt be precipitated 
into that ruin to which its principles and its practice inevitably 
tended. The Noble Marquis (Lanſdown) had admitted that 
ve had obtained ſome ſucceſs in the Weſt Indies, but he had 
enueavoured, at the ſame time, to detract from that ſucceſs, 
by leſſening the value of our acquiſitions in that part of the 
world; and he had alſo endeavoured to make an inſidious 
diſtinction between the praiſe due to the officers who obtained 
thoſe ſucceſſes, and the merit of the cabinet which planned 
the meaſure. It was by no means his wiſh to pluck from the 
brow of any officer employed in his Majeſty's ſervice, the 
hard-earned laurels which he had acquired, but at the ſame 
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time he was ſure the Houſe muſt feel, that if thoſe gallant 
officers merited praiſe for the able and ſkilful execution of 
the buſineſs on which they had been employed, thoſe who had 
concerted the plan could not be altogether undeſerving of 
ſome ſmall ſhare of approbation. Far was it from his wiſh, 
his Lordſhip ſaid, to aim at ſeparating the cauſe of thoſe officers 
and miniſters, or to make any invidious diſtinction; they de- 
ſerved highly of their country; they embarked in a ſeaſon of 
difficulty, on an expedition fraught with danger, executed 
their commands with gallantry, and well-deſerved ſucceſs had 
crowned their labours; far, thereſore, would it be from him 
to deny them the ſmalleſt part of that praiſe ſo juſtly their 
due, or to detract in the leaſt from their merit. | 
The Karl of Lauderdale ſaid, he did not intend to have 
troubled their Lordſhips again, but he could not fit ſtill under 
the inſinuation made by the Noble Secretary of State in the 
_ commencement of his ſpeech. The Noble Lord had tri- 
umphantly declined attempting to auſwer arguments, as com- 
pletely anſwered before; Which one Noble Lord had ſaid he 
would not enter into, and another Noble Lord had ſaid he 
would not touch upon, becauſe his Noble Friend had left 
nothing to ſay. The Noble Lord might indulge his triumph; 
but, on one point, he ſhould never diſplay his eloquence in 
that Houſe without receiving an anſwer. The Noble Lord 
had taken notice of his having ſaid, that he deteſted the pre- 
ſent government of France, and had argued upon it, as if 
he meant it to be underſtood, that he had on other occaſions 
entertained and manifeſted ſentiments friendly to that goveru- 
ment. What authority had the Noble Lord to throw out ſuch 
an inſinuation, or even to hint a ſurmiſe that he was not as 
fincere and as much in earneſt as himſelf in what he ſaid on 
the ſubject? If the breach of the firſt ſolemn treaty of the 


ITConx ps. 


King of Pruſſia, in July 1793, was adduced to ſhew there was 


no confidence to be placed in any future treaty, the anſwer 
was ready, namely, the French nation was irreligious, immoral, 
and dangerous to ſociety. This was the anſwer to all the 
other truths, which Adminiſtration themſelves were obliged, 
although reluctantly, to acknowledge. Did the Noble Se- 
cretary of State therefore throw out the inſinvation to aid the 
purpole of his lower birelings, and to furniſh them with a hint 
to work upon and to improve : 

Order was generally called, and the Marquis Townſhend roſe 
to ſpeak to order. He ſaid, he did not underſtand the alluſion 
of the Noble Earl. He profeſſed himſelf to be a ſupporter of 
Adminiſtration, but was it therefore to follow, that he was to 


be branded with the deſcription of a lover hireling ? | 7l 
To | ? 
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The Earl of Lauderdale in reply ſaid, that he had as much 
reſpect for order as any Noble Lord; and he hoped there was 
not one Noble Lord beſides the Noble Marquis, who underſtood 
him as the Noble Marquis had done; he knew too well, the 
reſpect due to the Houſe, to its honour, its dignity, and th. 
honeſt pride of its individual Members, even to entertain a mo- 
mentary idea that the miniſters had hirelings in that Houſe. 
But he was not diſorderly in ſaying that miniſters employed 
hirelings; or, at leaſt, if he was, he had to plead the example 

much ſtronger language held in that Houle on many former 
occaſions. He was ſpeaking of men of a very different de- 
ſcription z of a ſpecies of perſons who were at the command 
of miniſters, and at leaſt ſuppoſed to be their agents and the 
propagators of thoſe calumnies daily ſpread abroad to the 
prejudice of every Member of either Houſe, who ventured to 
oppoſe the meaſures of Adminiſtration. No Noble Lord in 
that Houſe, or out of it, ſhould dare to calumniate him with- 
out the proper animadverſion. His meaning was, that in- 
ſinuations thrown out in that Houſe, if not immediately re- 
pelled, might give a colour to calumnies diſſeminated elſewhere. 
The Noble Lord had made uſe of one argument as extra- 
ordinary as unexpected from ſuch a quarter, and which he 
could not avoid reprobating; he had ſaid that if the circum- 


wy 


ſtances of the war were ſo critically ſituated, the country ſhould 


be obliged to make one laſt deſperate effort, to riſque all, in 
order to record itſelf in the moment of extremity, a zealous 
and determined advocate of religion, law, order, and ſubordi- 
nation, 'This was deſperate language from miniſters; and 
they ought well to confider whether or not the public ear was 
yet attuned to it. - Would they, who ought to be the laſt to un- 
dervalue the reſources of the country, put our all on the hazard 
of one deſperate effort ? Dreadful indeed muſt that ſituation 
be, into which miniſters had plunged the nation, when ſuch 
expreſſions were ſolemnly uttered by Noble Lords high in of- 
ice in that Houſe. | 

Lord Grenville in reply ſaid, it was almoſt unneceſſary for 
him to explain that which the Noble Earl had in ſo extraordi- 
nary a manner choſen to miſunderſtand, and he appealed 
to the Houſe, whether one other Noble Lord could poſſibly 
have ſo miſconceived his meaning. So far from ſtating that 
the country was at preſent compelled to a deſperate effort, he 
had expreſsly ſaid, that differing totally from the Noble Lords, 
who repreſented the ſtate of the country to be deſperate as they 
had deſcribed it; yet, for the ſake of argument, admitting for 


1 moment that it was ſo, he ſhould hope that the zeal and 


Patriotiſm of that Houſe would ſtimulate them even in the 
3E2 | hour 
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hour of the extremeſt danger, to make head againſt the dif- T] 
ficulty, and reſiſt its impulſe. He appealed to the Houſe whe. mot1 
ther on a day when the Extraordinary Gazettes that had been ticul: 
publiſhed proved that our cauſe was not deſperate, it was likely with 
that he ſhould put ſuch an argument as the Noble Earl had woul 
ſuppoſed ? When he turned his view to the Eaſt or Weſt meſſ; 
Indies, and more eſpecially to what had been atchieved by the Com 
valour of the illuſtrious Prince who commanded our armies in taine: 
the more important theatre of the war, he ſaw much ground to an 
for hope, but none for deſpair; and he reprobated the idea of State: 
ſeparating the merit of the officers (who, as commanders in relate 
chief at Martinique, had been inſtrumental in the capture of them 
that iſland) from the cauſe of the country: He gave thoſe offi- to m 
cers ample credit for their judgment, their ſkill, and their the p 
gallantry; but he much doubted whether they themſelves exige 
Would thank the Noble Marquis for diſtinguiſhing their merit liame 
in ſo extraordinary a manner. | dwell 
The Earl of Lauderdale once more roſe to reply and explain, curre⸗ 
which he did very ſhortly. | impor 
Tord Hawkeſbury cloſed the debate with an aſſertion, that, that it 
from the preſent aſpect of affairs in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, delibe 
and the ſignal ſucceſſes of the gallant Prince and his brave and e 
army upon the continent, there could not be a doubt enter- Majeſ 
tained, but that trade and commerce would flouriſh, in leſs ertion 
than twelve months, more than it ever had done in this impor 
empire. | | | we w 
The queſtion being loudly called for, the Houſe divided: honou 
Contents 75 a nati 

Proxies 24—99 the in 

Non Contents ' 6 it cert 

| | — his po 

| Majority 93 | ſtill cc 
The Lords with white ſtaves were ordered to wait upon his his ow 
Majeſty, to know when he would receive the Addreſs. under 
Adjourned. pecuni 
farthez 

| | | not be 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. dk, 

WEDNESDAY, April 30. tee. 

PRUSSIAN SUBSIDY, thoſe y 

De Chancellor of the Exchequer moved the Order of the ent po 
Day, for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee, to take and we 
his Majeſty's meſſage into conſideration. how u 
The Houſe being in a Committee, Mr. Hobart in the it 
— „ ing o 


chair, Ti 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, in his opinion the 
motion which he had to ſubmit to the Committee related par- 
ticularly to his Majeſty's meſſage on the treaty entered into 
with the King of Pruſſia; the moſt regular way, therefore, 
would be, to read the meſſage. [The Clerk having read the 
meſſage, the Chancellor of the Exchequer proceeded. ] The 
Committee would perceive that there were two points con- 
tained in the meſſage for their conſideration : The firſt related 
to an agreement entered into between his Pruſſian Majeſty, the 
States General, and his Britannic Majeſty; the ſecond point 
related more particularly to the Houſe, being an application to 
them to enable his Majeſty to fulfil the terms of the treaty, and 
to make proviſion for defraying the extraordinary expences of 
the preſent year; and alſo to provide againit any unforeſeen 
exigency which might poſſibly occur during the receſs of Par- 
lament, Upon the firſt part of the meſſage he ſhould chiefly 
dwell, and ſubmit to the Committee ſuch obſervations as oc- 
curred to him upon the ſubject. He was well aware of the 
importance of the meaſure to which the meſſage referred, and 
that it would require no inconſiderable degree of attention and 
deliberation ; not only from its magnitude, but from its nature 
and extent; for it called upon the Committee to enable his 
Majeſty to fulfil his engagements, which, conſidering the ex- 
ertions we had already made, were great; but {till more 
important, if conſidered with reference to the conteſt in which 
we were engaged, upon the ſucceſs of which depended the 
honour, the ſafety, and the very exiſtence of Great Britain as 
a nation. In reflecting upon this ſubject, and in conſidering 
the intereſt we had in it, he would not heſitate to confeſs, that 
it certainly would have been more ſatisfactory if he had it in 
his power to ſtate to the Committee, that the King of Pruſſia 
{till continued a principal in the war, ſupporting himſelf from 
his own reſources, than to declare that the court of Berlin was 
under the neceſſity of applying to any other power to grant it 
pecuniary aſſiſtance, to enable the King of Pruſſia to purſue it 
farther; but as this, however near it might be to his wiſh, could 
not be done, he felt it his duty, under ſuch circumſtances, to 
do as much for the general intereft as it was poſſible to effect; 
and he truſted that ſuch would be the opinion of the Commit- 
tee. It might, perhaps, be matter of doubt and wonder to 
thoſe who at a diſtance contemplated the ſituation of the differ- 
ent powers in Europe, and the intereſt that every civilized 
and well- regulated government had in the event of this war, 
how what he had juſt ſtated could fairly have happened; or 
that it could be conſiſtent with wiſdom and ſound policy in the 
King of Pruſſia to riſque the conſequences which might poſſi- 


bly 
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bly follow the withdrawing his aid as a principal in the war. 
Such perſons might not have expected, that, under ſo great 4 
preflure of events, the court of Berlin could have been ſo inat- 
tentive to its own intereſts, as to abandon an object, in the 
ſucceſsful iſſue of which, it was ſo deeply conceraed. At the 
fame time that the intereſts of Pruſſia mult be allowed to be as 
deeply engaged in the event of the preſent conteſt as thoſe of 
any other power, and that he has as many and as ſtrong incite. 
ments to the vigorous proſecution of the war, it was to be ob- 
ſerved that there might have been other circumſtances, of 
great and important conſideration, by which that court 
might have rendered the determination on the queſtion more 
diſhcult to them, than it appeared to us. The Houſe 
would recollect, that there were certain peculiarities at- 
tending the fituation of that Monarch and his kingdom, 
which made it more embarraſſing for him than any other 
member of the confederacy to maintain an army in the field, 


In point of reſources, whether we conſider them in reſpect of 


commerce, of revenue, of population, or conſtitution, the 
Ring of Pruſſia was far behind almoſt all the other allied 
powers. In that country, the ſcarcity of caſh, the ſcantineſs 
of reſource, the circumſcribed nature of the finances, which, 
though competent to ſupport the expences of its internal 
government, and internal defence, were, at the ſame time, 
very inadequate to the permanent ſupport of an immenſe 
army, carrying on military operations in a diſtant country at 
an enormous expence: Perhaps, under ſuch circumſtances, 
ſome might think that the King of Pruſſia was juſtifiable in 
tooking for means to ſupport that army from ſuch members of 
the confederacy as were beſt able to afford him aſſiſtance ; and 


more particularly from Great Britain, whoſe unexampled pro- 


ſperity, unbounded national wealth, and vaſt reſources, ariſ- 
ing from the almoſt excluſive commerce of the world, ena- 
bled her, in a degree above all others, to meet any exigency 
with confidence, as its ſubjects had wiſely applied a proper 
portion of the national wealth, to ſecure the remainder when 
the whole was at ſtake, and enabled her alſo to grant that 
aſſiſtance, which in a moment of general preſſure was needed by 
one of her allies; and whoſe very wealth, proſperity, and re- 
ſources, give her a proportionally greater intereſt in the ultimate 
iflue of the war. While we were eſtimating the expences of 
the war, it was our duty to take into conſideration the nature 
of the cauſe in iſſue, and that we were not merely to calculate 
that we were to lay out a certain ſum of money for certain 
objects of an equivocal or doubtful value, but it was our duty 
to conſider it on its true and legitimate footing, namely, wy 
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we were engaged in a conteſt, upon the event of which de- 
ended our rights, our liberties, nay, our very exiſtence; and 
then determine how large a part of our wealth we were ready 
to give, to ſecure to ourſelves the poſſeſſion of every thing that 
was valuable to man. 'This was exactly the point of view in 
which the ſubject, the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, 
ſtruck him, with reſpect to Great Britain; but with regard to 
Pruſſia, it ſhould be remembered, that the King acted not 
upon a fixed, permanent, ample revenue, but upon an accu- 
mulation, which, if exhauſted, might perhaps as effectually 
deſtroy the ſecurity of his kingdom, as thoſe very miſchiefs, 
to encounter the effects of which he had undertaken the war. 
From a conſideration how far the various reſources which ena- 
bled a ſtate to carry on war were in its power, or how far ade- 
quate to the end propoſed, the court of Berlin might be induced 
to conſider how far it was its intereſt to remain a principal in 
the war, and to doubt whether it might not be nearly leſs dan- 
gerous to the exiſtence of its government, than to withdraw 
from the conteſt. Such conſiderations might poſſibly have led 
the court of Berlin to the determination it had taken ; but ſuch 
decifions were the abrupt reſolutions of timid and panic- ſtruck 
politicians, poſſeſſing neither courage nor political ſagacity, 
when called upon to act on great and trying occaſions; for 
certainly had he the honour of being one of the adviſers of his 
Pruſſian Majeſty, he ſhould, notwithſtanding theſe various 
conſiderations, have been a ſtrenuous advocate for his conti- 
nuing a principal in the war; and ſhould have adviſed him to 
hazard every thing, rather than recede from the engagements 
he had made with the other allied powers; - becauſe he was 
well convinced, that the beſt ſecurity which could be obtained 
in the preſent criſis, would be a complete triumph over an 
enemy, who had declared itſelf inimical to all the powers of 
Europe. Such were the arguments he ſhould have advanced 
in the Pruſſian cabinet, fully convinced, that, notwithſtanding 
the great preſſure of the dangef, a bold, a manly, and a vigor- 
ous reſiſtance, ought to be given to encroachments of a new 
and extraordinary power, which not only menaced the down- 
fall of all governments, but the deſtruction of ſocial and civil 
order amongſt mankind. Whatever was the cauſe of the con- 
trary determination of the Pruſhan Cabinet, whether her trea- 
ſure was exhauſted, or too rapidly exhauſting, were points not 
at preſent material; it was enough, in the preſent caſe, to 
lay, that, whether the court of Berlin thought itſelf unable, 
or expreſſed itſelf unwilling, to continue its efforts in the pro- 
ſecution of the war, on its own account, and that, all the cir- 
cumltances conſidered, it was juſtified in coming to ſuch a 
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determination, that was by no means the fituation of this 
country; and, however he might regret the conduct of the 
King of Pruſſia on the preſent occafion, yet he would ſay, 
that if his operations and aſſiſtance were neceſſary for the gene- 
ral cauſe, and that thoſe operations and that aſſiſtance could 
not be ſecured without a compenſation, that it was our 
_ Intereſt and advantage to give ſuch compenſation z and this 
propoſition he was ready to maintain, if any Gentleman ſhould 
think fit to contend the point. Upon the grounds that the 
Houſe and the Public had determined to ſupport the war, he 
did not think there could exiſt in the Committee, or in the 
mind of any man who wiſhed to fee an end of the war, a 
doubt of the truth of this obſervation, and of the neceſſity and 
propriety of the ſtep which had been taken. How far cenſure 
attached to the conduct of the King of Pruſha, was at that 
moment of no conſequence in the conſideration of the fubject 
immediately before the Houſe; for the very circumſtances 
which rendered his ſeceſſion blameable, more ſtrongly evinced 
the neceſſity of carrying on the war with vigour, of bringing 
| In every force that could be pracured in aid of it, and particu- 

larly of ſecuring the continuance of thoſe exertions which ori- 
ginally formed the ground-work of the confederate operations. 
It therefore only remained for the Committee to conſider what 
the terms of the treaty were, what the aſſiſtance ſtipulated for 
was, and what the conditions upon which the aſſiſtance ſo ſti- 
pulated, was to be granted. By the firſt article, © his Pruſſian 
< Majeſty engages to furniſh an army of 62,400 men, con- 
4 formable to the eſtabliſhment which he has cauſed to be deli- 
« yered to the miniſters of the maritime powers, which eſta- 
« bliſhment ſhall be conſidered as forming part of the preſent 
« treaty. This army ſhall remain united under a Pruſſian 
© commander, and ſhall act in the moſt effetual manner 
« againſt the common enemy, either ſeparately, or jointly 
« with a body of troops in the pay of the maritime powers, or 
« one of them. The ſaid,army ſhall be, and ſhal! remain, as 
& complete as poſſible; and ſhail be employed, according to a 
c concert on military points between his Britannic Majeſty, 
& his Pruſhan Majeſty, and their High Mightinefles the States 
« General of the United Provinces, wherever it ſhall be judged 
te moſt ſuitable to the intereſt of the maritime powers.” In 
this number of 62,000 men was to be included 32,000, which, 
by other exiſting treaties, the King of Pruſſia was bound to 
furniſh; 20,000 to this country and 12, ooo to Holland; 
which was explained and ſet forth in the ſecond article of the 
preſent treaty. The expence of theſe men, in the proportion 


of $5,050 men to be {urniſhed to this country, and 124000 to 
| | | Holland, 
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Holland, amounts, at the rate of 50, oool. per month, to 
600,000l. to which is to be added the ſum of 300,000l. to be 
advanced for the purpoſe of ſetting theſe troops in motion; and 
another ſum of 100, oool. to defray the expence of their return. 
In addition to theſe ſums, there is to be added the ſum, of 
1,200,000], for bread and forage, at the rate of 100, oool. per 
month. 'This, however, was not to be conſidered as a total 
new and additional expence; becauſe, by the former treaty, 
we were bound to pay, for bread and forage, a ſum of bees 
for the 32, ooo men to be furniſhed under that treaty, of which 
ſum Holland muſt pay 225, oool. and we the remaining 
375,000]1, We were, therefore, only to conſider as an addi- 
tional expence, in the article of bread and forage, the ſum of 

oo, oool. which would neceſſarily attend the furniſhing with 
theſe articles the additional number of troops. | 

The next important point in the treaty, to which he ſhould 
call the attention of the Houſe, the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer ſaid, was contained in the 6th article, by which © it is 
agreed, that all conqueſts, made by this army, ſhall be made 
in the name of the two maritime powers, and ſhall remain at 
their diſpoſal during the war, and at the peace to be made 
ſuch uſe of as they ſhall then judge moſt proper.” On this 
article it was to be obſerved, that the intereſt of the maritime 
powers (England and Holland) alone was conſulted, and that, 
whatever advantages were acquired by the exertions of this 
force, were to be applied ſolely to their benefit. 

By the 8th article it was alſo to be obſerved, that it was pro- 
vided, that the treaty ſhould continue in force to the end 
of the year. He ſaid, he deemed it neceſſary to call the atten- 
tion of the Committee to this treaty, the reſult of which ap- 
peared to him to be this: That we were to be furniſhed with 
an army of 62,000 of the beſt military forces in Europe, for 
the ſupport of the common cauſe, and tor theſe troops we were 
to pay but a ſum of t, 350, oool.; but we did not even incur all 
that additional expence; for if the ſum we were bound to pay, 
under the former treaty, for bread and forage, be deducted, it 
would leave a {ym of a little more than goo, oool which could 
be fairly called a new expence. | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, he had ſtated the 
amount of expence, and the troops which were to be ſupplied : 
Perhaps, however, it might not be quite ſufficient to confine 


: himſelf to this general ſtatement of the amount. The conſi- 
derations which naturally aroſe, were, firit, Whether it was 
: material to have this force at all? Secondly, Whether, from 
. any power but Pruſſia, ſuch a force could be obtained, or 
5 roops fo deſirable to be employed? This point he ſhould not 
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further 


APR! 

argue, except he heard it conteſted. The point to which he furt! 

wiſhed more particularly to call the attention of the Commit- to c. 

tee, was, whether the terms of the treaty were reaſonable or not? coult 

In doing this, he ſhould'take aview of the expences of this army, com 

and compare it with the expences incident to the procuring of th 

of any other troops; and this he ſhould conſider in three ſame 

points of view: Firit, the outfit; next, the ſubſidy ; and we h 

laſtly, the bread and forage. As to the firſt part, 400,000], there 

was the whole ſum required to cover every charge of outfit troop 

and return, which, if divided by 30,000, the number of addi- (whi, 

tional troops to be ſupplied, would amount to no more than ſhape 

about 131. per man. This, compared with any other levies whon 

(and certainly it was injuſtice to compare them, conſidering one ſt 

with what readineſs the Pruſſian troops could take the field), ſecon- 

would be found leſs than the expence attending either. our a 

The bounty money paid to Britiſh troops was at this time 15]. and t 

per man, or more; and there was afterwards the expence of ariſing 

arming and clothing; whereas the Pruſſians were ready the ati 

equipped for the. field, without any expence beyond the firſt glory. 

levy money. The Hanoverians, who were not ſubſidized, col: ter, ar 

for levy money 131. per man; and the troops ſupplied by crown 

Heſſe Caſſel and Heſſe Darmſtadt, though leſs in levy money, mand 

being no more than 81. per man, yet by ſubſidy, and other in- and it 

cidental charges, they were brought much higher. And the dent tc 

annual charge for theſe Pruſſian troops would amount to ſome- mande 

thing more than 20l. per man, including cavalry and artillery, acting 

which was much leſs than what either Britiſh troops or ſo- and its 

reign mercenaries coſt ; the annual expence of Heſhan troops there e 

being nearly 231. per man, and thoſe of Hanover about the advant: 

ſame; ſo that comparing them with any other troops what- molt pc 

ever, ſuppoſing we could procure others equal in readineſs, ing, the 

and as valuable, the advantage was obvious. As to the bread ſuch ob 

and forage, they were articles upon which it was not poſſible tereſt 

to make an accurate calculation; but even upon the moſt diſ- Great J 

| advantageous that could be made, the expences on that head which | 
4 were much lower than thoſe of former wars, and even as low determi 
8 as thoſe of the preſent war, The ſum to cover both rations power © 
and portions amounts to no more than 19]. 14s. per man per treaties 
al annum, including the horſes, which amounted to about hall a ſubſid 
\ | the number of men. If this was compared with the forage of controu] 
74 troops in Flanders, it would be found, that in the latter the ence to 
f expence for bread alone amounted to Cl. 10s. per man; and been for 
| | this was lower ſomewhat than it had been in former wars; themſely 
i and in this country the expence of this article was conſiderably ok this © 
14 greater. So that, upon the whole, the ſubſidy could not but lecurity | 
„ be conſidered moderate in point of expence; and when it was 9 power 
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further conſidered, that we had no alternative, it was difficult 


to conceive upon what ground any poſſible objection to it 
could be ſtarted., Did there then exiſt any other ground of 


complaint ? It might perhaps be aſked, how we were to diſpoſe 


of thoſe troops ? It was certainly true, that we had not the 
ame unlimited and uncontrouled command over them which 
we had over the Heſſians, and other ſubſidized troops; but 
there was a material difference between the ſcanty portion of 
troops that could be afforded by the inferior ſtates of Germany, 
(which he declared he did not mean to undervalue in any 


ſhape) and the large army of the great military power with 


whom we were engaged by this treaty. Conſider, we had at 


one ſtroke obtained 62,000 men of the troops of at leaſt the 


ſecond military power in Europe, excluſive of 20,000 left with 
our allies as the contingent for the defence of the Empire; 
and theſe brought forward at once, with all the advantages 
ariſing from being under the command of a Prince devoted to 
the atchievement of military fame, and thirſting after military 
glory. Was it not natural for us to view him in that charac- 
ter, and prudent to apply to him in a manner the moſt likely to 


crown our application with ſucceſs ? With this view the com- 


mand of theſe troops was to be given to a Pruſſian general; 
and it was, if we conſidered the effect of human opinion, pru- 
dent to give the command of theſe troops to a Pruſhan com- 
mander ; becauſe otherwiſe the idea of the Pruſſian Monarch 
aCting as a principal in the war might be wholly abandoned, 
and its influence loſt. Under all theſe circumſtances, could 
there exiſt a doubt but that this part of the treaty was for our 
advantage? particularly, as it was expreſsly declared in the 
molt poſitive terms by which any treaty could be made bind- 
ing, that theſe troops were to be employed in the purſuit of 
ſuch objects as might be judged the moſt conducive to the 
intereſts of the maritime powers; that was, Holland and 
Great Britain. Let Gentlemen look -back to all the caſes 
which had ever occurred of a nature ſimilar to this, and then 
determine whether ſo much had been ever effected with a 
power of this deſcription ? Let them examine all the ſubſidiary 
treaties on our records, and ſee whether there had ever been 
a ſubſidy attended with ſuch favourable circumſtances, ſuch 
controul of application to ourſelves, and ſuch complete refer- 
ence to our own particular intereſts, In former wars, it had 
been found neceſſary to ſubſidize different powers to defend 
themſelves againſt their enemies; not for any politive intereſt 
or this country, further than as connected with the general 
lecurity and well being of Europe, but to preſerve the balance 
9 power, and the rights of independent nations; every one of 
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which caſes went further than the preſent. We had in a for- 
mer war ſubſidized the King of Pruſſia, to enable him to de- 
fend himſelf againſt Auſtria, and keep down her alarming in- 
creaſing power, with whom we were not ourſelves at war, be- 
ing then only at war with France; and we ſubſidized the Queen 
of Hungary for the defence of her own dominions ; where- 
as, in the preſent caſe, we ſubſidize Pruſſia ſolely for our own 
intereſts and benefit. The Chancellor of the Exchequer aid, 
he mentioned theſe circumſtances merely that the Committee 
might perceive the real nature of this treaty in a comparative 
point of view; and, under all its circumſtances and bearings, 
he declared himſelf ready to maintain, that the preſent treaty 
was wiſe and prudent, the principal object being to bring the 
war to a happy and ſpeedy termination, which could not be 
effected without energy and vigour. Conſidering it in this 
point of view, that we had procured the aſſiſtance of the firſt 
military power in Europe to a greater extent, and to purpoſes 
more conducive to the intereſts of this country, and on terms 
more advantageous than ever ſuch an auxiliary had been pro- 
cured before, the ſubject of diſcuſſion that night was, in his 
opinion, a ſubject of joy and ſatisfaction. He did not mean to 
ſay, that to pay a large ſum of money was a matter of joy and 
ſatisfaction; nor did he think it a matter of joy and fatisfac- 
tion to be at war, and to be obliged to riſque the lives of our 
fellow- creatures; but when the ambition of an enemy com- 
pelled us to contend for liberty, property, and exiſtence ; in 
ſhort, for every thing that reaſon or nature had rendered valu- 
able to mankind, he conceived it muſt be matter of joy and 
ſatisfaction to every wiſe and honeſt mind, that the wealth of 
this nation was fo freely given by its owners, to ſupport, with 
vigour and effect, the honour and intereſt, and finally to pro- 
cure the peace and tranquillity, of the nation. 

Thus far he had conſulted brevity, and had given his ideas 
to the Houſe in a looſe and general way, becauſe he was well 
convinced, that there was no argument which he could uſe in 
ſupport of the preſent meaſure, that had not been anticipated 
by a large majority of the Houſe and of the Country. With 
regard to the other part of the meſſage, it was a practice, ſanc- 
tioned by uſage and cuſtom, to enable the executive govern- 
ment, by a vote of credit, to take ſuch meaſures, during the 
receſs of Parliament, as exigency might require. In ſuch cr- 
cumſtances as ours, liberality was the beſt e for no- 
thing would ſo effectually abridge the expences of the war, a8 
granting a ſum of money which would enable the executiv© 
government to take ſuch extenſive meaſures as would ſhorten 
the duration of the war. The ſum which he ſhould prope 
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to the Committee to vote as neceſſary, would be 2,500,000. 
Of this ſum 1, 3 50, oool. would be applied to fulfil our engage- 
ments with Pruſſia, leaving a ſum of 1, 150, oool. to be diſpoſed 
of as occaſion might require. To this might be added 250, oool. 
voted already in the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
230,000. the ſurplus of the actual revenue of the quarter, to 
end in the 5th of April 1794, above the eſtimated revenue, 
which together would make a ſum of 1, 630, oool. to cover any 
extraordinary unforeſeen expences which might occur. He de- 
fired it might be underſtood that he did not pledge himſelf that 
ſuch ſum would be ſufficient for this purpoſe; for it might 
perhaps be deemed expedient to proſecute the war on a more 
extended ſcale, by which means it was the. moſt likely to be 
crowned with ultimate ſucceſs. The vote of 1,5aQo,co0l. laſt 
year more than covered the extraordinaries, which amounted 
to little more than 800,000]. principally for the purchaſe of 
corn, This year the expences would inevitably be greater : 
But whatever ſum Parliament granted with liberality, the Go- 
| vernment would uſe their endeavours to expend with pru- 
dence. Miniſters would avail themſelves of the large ſums 
cheerfully afforded, and had no objection to be reſponſible for 
the conſequences. He ſhould therefore conclude with mor- 
ing, * That it is the opinion of this Committee, that a ſum 
not exceeding 2,500,000]. to be raiſed by Loans and Exche- 
« quer Bills, be granted to his Majeſty for the ſervice of the 
« year 1794, to enable his Majeſty to make good his engages» 
« ments with the King of Pruſſha.” _ | 

Mr. Fox ſaid, it was neceſſary for him to ſay a few words upon 
that very extraordinary occaſion, and the extraordinary manner 
in which the ſubject had been brought forward by the miniſter, 
The commencement of the ſpeech of the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man appeared to him to be of the moſt alarming tendency. It 
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13 held out a ſyſtem, which, if purſued, the wealth of this coun- 

I try, even ſuppoſing it to exceed the moſt ſanguine hopes of the 

in moſt liberal calculator, was comparatively nothing. It ſeemed 

d to convey this idea, that we were not only to ſubſidize the King 

th of Pruſſia, and enable him to carry on his operations in the 

c- war, whenever he might be tired of ſo doing at his own ex- | 

n- pence, but alſo to bear the whole expence of any other power, 

he whenever that power ſhould be in the humour to expreſs the 1 

ir- ſame inclination. The Right Hon. Gentleman had ſaid, that 1 

0- if he had the honour of adviſing the Court of Berlin, he had 1 

as i no doubt which way his opinion ſhould be given ; becauſe the 1 

ve exiſtence of the nation depended on the iflue of the conteſt; ' ny 

en but that the Court of Berlin, from a conſideration of the re- i [ 

ne ſtricted commerce, the limited reſources, and the * 1 
8 | orm "ft 
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form of the conſtitution of Pruſſia (which, by the way, was 
no proof of its excellence), might have entertained doubts how 
far it was prudent to remain a principal in this conteſt ; yet, 
notwithſtanding theſe confiilerations, the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man would have had no heſitation in adviſing that Court to 
have continued a principal in the war. The Houſe would re- 
collect therefore, that it was told by the miniſter of the King 
of England, that his ally, the King of Pruſſia, has been ſo ill 
adviſed, that he had taken the timid, the weak, the mean, the 
wicked, the ſnameſul and ſcandalous determination, by aban- 
doning the war, of abandoning his own honour, abandoning 
the intereſt and ſafety of his own ſubjeCts ; this was the 
amount of that obſervation. The miniſter had not, however, 
ſtopped there; he went further, and ſaid, ſince this was the 
caſe, ſince ſuch had been the diſgraceful conduct of Pruſſia, 
ſuch the timid and puſillanimous reſult of the councils of the 
Court of Berlin, Great Britain ſhould come forward, and preſs 
tne King of Pruſſia to proceed contrary to the advice of his 
counſellors, and engage to bear the expence. What! when 
Spain, Auſtria, and all the other powers, might come to the 
fame reſolution ? Yes, though all Europe ſhould come to that 
reſolution ; for he had ſaid, that from the moment that reſo- 
lution was taken, it became our intereſt and our duty to ſtand 
in the place of this monarch, and to ſay to him, Since you 
are ſo ill adviſed upon this buſineſs, and are determined to 


withdraw yourſelf from the conteſt, let us have your troops, 


and you ſhall have our money.” Mr. Fox ſaid, he wiſhed to 
afk, whether the whole of that argument was not applicable to 
Spain, and to all the other combined powers, at preſent at war 
with France? This was not an idle ſpeculation, it might ſoon 
become a reality. Did the miniſter know the reſources of 
Auſtria ? Had he any thing to ſay, that could give the people 
of this country any ground to hope that the ſame difficulty 
would not be felt by the other powers as had been expreſſed by 
Pruſſia? They had the ſame circumſtances of difficulty with 
regard to their wealth and commerce; and all, except the 
Dutch, the ſame defect with reſpect to their conſtitution. 
Was there any inconvenience felt by the King of Pruſſia, that 
did not belong, in a great degree, to the Emperor, to the King 
of Spain, and to the other combined powers ? What then was 
to be expected to be the reſult of all this? Why, that the 
whole expence would eventually fall on Great Britain. He 
laid the more ſtreſs upon this, becauſe the whole force of the 
miniſter's argument was to this point. When this came to be 
coupled with the avowed object of the war, the total defiruc- 


tion of the French government, the fituation of this country 
was 
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was dreadful. If we ſhould be of opinion, that our exiſtence 
43 a nation depended on that point, as the miniſter's argument 
maintained, and the other powers ſhould follow the ſteps of 
the King of Pruſſia, then, for the ſake of our own exiſtence, 
we might be brought to pay for every man and every horſe in 
Europe employed againſt the French in the preſent dreadful 
conteſt. From our conduct in this war, it would ſeem as if 
we had been originally attacked in it, and Pruſſia not at all; 
23 if France had attacked us in the Eaſt and the Weſt Indies; 
and that the King of Pruſſia was only at war with France as 
our ally and aſſiſtant; but we all knew the fact to be other- 
wiſe, that the King of Pruſha originally begun it; and, for 
any thing we could now prove to the contrary, it was that 
very beginning of his brought on the aggreſſion made by the 
French on Holland, and which involved us in the conteſt. 
What does the King of Pruſſia ſay to us upon this occaſion ? 
Does he ſay, “Sorry I am that I have involved my friends in 
. a diſagreeable ſituation 3 that I have, without intending it, 
brought upon them the calamities of war; but now that 1 
have done fo, I feel myſelf bound, by every tie of honour and 
of juſtice, to double; treble my efforts to get them out of it? 
No; the language was this, © I have got Great Britain and 
Holland into this conteſt : They are involved in it at this mo- 
ment from my adventure, and my dominions are more remote, 
and conſequently not ſo immediately affected as yours: I will 
lüſcontinue my efforts, unleſs they chuſe to bear my expences.“ 
Alt was hardly poſſible for the mind of man to conceive a 
circumſtance more odious, and liable to ſuſpicion of every 
kind, than this conduct of the King of Pruſſia; it had in it 
uch materials, and was compoled of a mixture of fraud, per- 
du, and meanneſs, perfectly new to all modern political hiſ- 
tory, He had declared it to be our cauſe, and not his; and 
that he would proceed no further on his own account. 80 
infamous, indeed, had been the conduct of the King of Pruſ- 
ſia, that it was impoſſible for any man of the leaſt prudence to 
truſt that Court in any thing; and yet this was the Court to 
which the people of this country were, by the propoſal of the 
miniſter of the King of England that night, to pay 1,350,000). 
tor carrying on the war which that Court itſelf commenced. 
What ſecurity had we, even after agreeing to pay this money, 
chat the King of Pruſſia would not ſay he had met with further 
dilkiculties, and make another demand of us, even in the courſe 
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ok this campaign? What confidence could we 1 5 in a per- 


ſon who had already betrayed all confidence? How did we 
nov that the ſuccefs of this application would not give birth 
to others? Though fome miglit be diſpoſed to blame them, 
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yet in his mind Auſtria and Spain might come to us with ; 
much better grace, with more honour, and with more reaſon, 
for a ſubſidy than Pruſha ! All this while, however, he was 


miſtaking the thing altogether. It was not Pruſſia that aſked 


this of us, it was we aſked it of Pruſſia! It ſeemed as if the 
exiſtence of Great Britain, as a nation, . depended upon this 
aſſiſtance of Pruſſha ! This was a day of good fortune to Eng- 


land! A day of joy and ſatisfaction f Juſt as much a matter of 
Joy and ſatisfaction, as if a patient were to be told, that if his 
limb were not amputated, he would die of a mortification. 
Such a misfortune would, in his opinion, be at leaſt a matter 
of condolence, as painful in the operation, and doubtful in the 
event. He might exhort his friend to bear it with fortitude, 
and to ſubmit with patience, as he thereby eſcaped a greater 
evil; but he could never ſay, “ My dear friend, I congratulate 
you on this happy day, as a day of good fortune! I rejoice in 
the loſs of your limb, as a matter of joy and ſatisfaction.“ It 
might have been wiſhed that the miniſter had poſſeſſed a better 
taſte than to have ſelected ſuch a topic as a theme of joy! It 
ſhould have been ſpoken of as a ſcene of painful ſuffering, as it 
mournfully is; ſuch as this country had ſeldom, if ever, before 
felt! Having ſaid this, he withed to know in what light we 
were to conſider the ſituation of the King of Pruſſia in the war 
at this moment? It was at leaſt extremely ambiguous. Had 
he ceaſed to be a principal or not ? Ingced, the miniſter had 
given no information on that ſubject ; for a good reaſon, be- 
cauſe he had none to give. He had thought proper to allude 
to other treaties, and to take what he called a comparative 
view of them and the preſent z and in doing this, he had re- 
courſe to a paltry cavil, unworthy of him. He was ſurpriſed 
that a man, pretending to any thing like intelleCt, or who had a 
mind of any ſize, ſhould attempt it. He meant the alluſion 
to the ſubſidiary treaty with Prutha againſt the power of Auſ- 
tria, in the war which ended in the peace of 1763. It was 
true, we had not formally declared war againſt Auſtria in 
that cafe we were at war, in the dry ſenſe, only with France; 
but had not Auſtria concluded a treaty with France ? 

The next point to be conſidered was the command of the 
troops that were to be employed, and for which we are to pay 
the King of Pruſſia. The miniſter had ſaid, it was proper they 
ſhould be under the command of a Prince ſo fond of military 
glory. He did nor expect to hear that it was matter of joy 
and ſatisfaction to the people of this country, that when their 
money was voted ſor the maintenance of an army, ſome officer 
of their own was not to have command and controul over 


them; in the common courſe of common ſenſe, it might mw 
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been expected, that thoſe who paid them ſhould command 
them, inſtead of giving the command to a perſon who had al- 
ready afforded ſo very indifferent proofs of military integrity. 
And certainly it could not be deemed very prudent in us, to 
entruſt the care of our intereſt (if that would be admitted to be 
any authority) in the conduct of the war, to a Prince, who, by 
his own declaration, had been too improvident of his own, to 
be able to carry on the war he had himſelf commenced. 

The great object of all theſe kind of treaties was to enable 
the continental powers, with which we were connected, to 
fight their own battles with effect, and to create ſo powerful a 
diverſion on the fide of France, as to hinder the full effect of 
her naval exertions. When this was underſtood to be the na- 
ture and effect of theſe alliances, every contracting party, under 
the influence of private intereſt, was diſpoſed to the utmoſt” 
exertion for the common cauſe. But we were now ſo difh- 
dent of the zeal of our allies, that we were determined to 
make it entirely a Britiſh and Dutch concern; and yet we 
employed a Monarch to act in our behalf, who was uncon- 
cerned in the iſſue of the enterpriſes he might undertake. 

The Right Hon. Gentleman (the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer) had been as perſpicuous as he uſually was in matter of 
detail, in his comparative eſtimate of the expence of this ſub= 
fidy treaty, and thoſe which have been concluded between this 
country and the other German principalities. Without exa- 
mining into the minutie of theſe different treaties, he would 
only remark, that, under the {tipulations of the treaty of 1787, 
the King of Pruſſia was bound to furnith the King of Great 
Britain and the States of Holland with 32,000 men, for the 
ſum of 609,000. ſo that every ſhilling of the remaining part of 
the aggregate ſum was appropriated to the payment and ſuſ- 
tenance of the additional 30,000 men, which was at the rate 
of at leaſt 4ol. per man, excluſive of the four hundred thouſand 
pounds which muſt be paid to the King of Pruſha before he 
began his march; upon the whole, therefore, the ſum of ſixteen 
hundred thouſand pounds was to be paid to this Prince during 
the firſt nine months of our alliance with him. 

On this part of the ſubject it was not, however, his inten- 
tion to dwell any longer, as the terms of this bargain gave riſe 
to inquiries of very, inferior. moment, when compared with 
thoſe more important ſuggeſtions which. aroſe from the gene- 
ral view of the ſubject; and the character and conduct of the 
party with whom we had formed e tliis alliance. He defired to 
alk the Houſe, whether the perfidious conduct of the Court of 
Berlin to France and Poland were a ſufficient motive to induce 
us to place implicit confidence in its future adherence to the 

Vo. III. 8 | faith 
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faith of treaties ? Or could we hope to derive much benefit 
from the protection of the King of Pruſſia, when his having 
ruined his own ſubjects, and exhauſted his treaſury, were 
aſſigned as the principal reaſons for affording him this ſupply 


of money? He was alſo under ſome difficulty as to the extent 


of the engagements under which the States of Holland had 
come by the ſtipulations of this treaty ; for, according to its 
tenor, we were bound, in the firſt inſtance, to pay the King 
of Pruſſia the whole of this ſum, and to take the collateral ſe- 
curity of Holland for the amount of 400,000l. and the Dutch 


were only bound to make this payment in the courſe of the 


current year; whereas, by a ſeparate article, we had agreed to 
continue it during the continuance of the war. The Right Hon. 
Gentleman was, indeed, better acquainted with the reſources 
of the States of the United Provinces than he could pretend 
to be; but could he give the Houſe any aſſurance that they 
could bear this expence for a longer period than the preſent 


campaign, however willing they might be to continue it fur- 


ther-? He certainly entertained no doubt but that the Dutch 
would fulfil any engagement they had entered into; but 
ſurely no perſon could anſwer for them further than the extent 
of ſuch engagement went. Indeed, the manner in which we 
had conducted ourſelves to that Republic, was cruel in the laſt 
degree; and though he entirely pitied the ſeveral powers en- 
gaged in this conteſt, he felt moſt for the Dutch, who, he was 
convinced, had they been left free agents, would have avoided 


this war, and preſerved the tranquillity and peace of their 


country by means of negociation. At the commencement of 
the war, we were told that the Dutch were ſerioully aggrieved 
by the French. It was contended that we were bound to 


maintain to the Dutch the excluſive navigation of the Scheldt : | 


But did they complain of the infringement or aggreſſion ! 
Certainly they did not: They would however have com- 
plained ; but ſuch was their fituation, and ſuch their awe of 
the French, that they dared not. Now Gentlemen began to 


ſpeak more openly, and ridicule thoſe who could be fo weak | 


as to believe that theſe were the grounds of the war. One 
Right Hon. Gentleman had exclaimed, © A war for the 
Scheldt; a war for — what is too indelicate for me to 
mention in this place. [A/luding to Mr. Burke, who had on a 


former day, exclaimed, A war fer the Schildt ! a var for o | 
chamber-pot !] Do you really think ſo? Are you really ſuch 


fools? Are you ſuch i!eots as to think that v h t was held forth 
in the King's ſpeech, and in the Addreſs of this Houſe, in au- 
ſwer to it, as the pretences of the war, to be really the objects 


of the war?“ © Sir (ſaid Mr. Fox), to tell you the truth, 1 am | 


not 
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not that fool; for I never did think ſo ; and I as much believe 
that miniſters went to war for the excluſive navigation of the 
Scheldt to the Dutch, as they would for the mean object al- 
juded to by the Right Hon. Gentleman.” 

Was it probable that this meaſure of ſubſidizing the King of 
Pruſſia would be in the end effeCtual ? The different powers in 
the combination were in diſtreſſed circumſtances already. If 
report ſpoke truly, this application for a ſubſidy to the King of 
Pruſſia was made to other powers before it came to us : Others 
had had an opportunity of ſharing in the glory of this day, but 
they declined the honour ; it was reſerved excluſively to Great 
Britain. Tf report ſpoke truly, the Emperor had the offer of 
that honour. If report ſpoke truly, the King of Spain had the 
{ame honour. If report ſpoke truly, they were all unable to 
defray their own expences; even the Empreſs of Ruſha was in 
that ſituation. It was prudent of them not to engage to defray 
the expences of others, before they were able to diſcharge 
their own. He ſpoke only from general report, but he be- 
lieved it to be pretty nearly of as good authority as the mani- 
feſto of the King of Pruſſia : From that he learnt that the trea- 
ſuries of theſe powers were already exhauſted; and if ſo, we 
were to be the only power who were able to advance any more 
wealth in this dreadful war. It became us to look our ſitua- 
tion manfully in the face, and to ſee what the probability was 
of our being able to bear it. He perhaps thought more highly 
of the reſources of this country than the moſt learned man 
who had ever yet ſpoken or written upon the ſubject; but as an 
Hon. Friend of his (Mr. Whitbread) had faid, they were like 
every thing elſe in human affairs, not infinite, but finite; they 
therefore ſhould not be oppoſed to expences that were infinite; 
with thoſe ſentiments of the object of the war which we now 
profeſſed, and which our allies know to be the ſentiments of our 
government, it would be needleis to higgle about the amount 
of a ſubſidy; as the aſſiſtance of the allies, and their continu- 
ance in the war, was admitted to be neceflary to our exiſtence, 
they had nothing more to do, than to ſettle what ſubſidy it 
would pleaſe them to receive, and, by the arguments of the 
miniſter, that ſubſidy muſt be paid. | 


On the opening of the budget, the Right Hon, Gentleman 


had ſtated, that he ſhould take a vote of credit for rwo millions 
only; and now he propoſes a vote for balf a million more. If 
the Pruſſian ſubſidy was then in expectation, as he doubted 
not but it was, the fair inference from this would be, that our 


bargain with Pruſſia was not as good as we had reaſon to ex- 


pect; but, driven to the neceſſity of obtaining his aſſiſtance at 
2]l events, we were obliged to comply with his unreaſonable 
. | demands; 


— 
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demands: According to the Right Hon. Gentleman's own 
ſtatement, it appeared, that, from the ſum of two millions to 
be voted, together with the ſurplus of 230,000l. there would 
be a ſum of nearly 900,000]. which could have been applied to 
this ſubſidy, and which he believed was ſomething more than 
it was expected to amount to; but being miſtaken in this cal- 
culation, he found it neceſſary to come for another half mil. 
lion; from which it was fair to conclude, that the bargain was 
worle by this ſum of Foo, oool. and 230,000l. the amount of 
the ſurplus of the quarter ending the 5th of April, making to- 
gether 730,000l. than the miniſter himſelf expected; which 
was one argument, at leaſt, that the bargain was not that very 
excellent one he had taken ſuch pains to repreſent it to be. 

In point of expence, the preſent year would be found to be 
one of the moſt expenſive this country had ever experienced. 
Let it be conſidered, it was but, in fact, the firſt year of the 
war, and we might be aſſured that the expence would increaſe 
every year during its continuance. When the people took this 
into their conſideration, when they reflected on the extenſive 
ſcale. on which taxes have been impoſed in the preſent, 
and the load that muſt be unavoidably laid on in the next year, 
even though a peace ſhould be immediately concluded, and 

connect with this conſideration, the dreadful and extravagant 
principle of ſubſidizing all Europe, the preſent day, he be- 
heved, would not be to them a day of joy and congratulation, 


but of real rational concern. They muſt ſee that if the preſent 


{ſyſtem were to be perſevered in, this country would be ſoon 
reduced to the exhauſted ſtate in which Pruſſia was at preſent; 
bub aalike Pruſlie, ſhe would have no Great Britain to recur 
to for aſſiſtance; no credulous dupe to ſupply her wants: She 
would find her allies equally, and perhaps more, exhauſted 
than, Pruſſia, Who, in his opinion, was nor even at this day 
the pooreſt of our allies. For theſe various reaſons, and an 
anxious deſire to avert a great and impending evil from his 
country, Mr. Fox ſaid, he ſhould propoſe an amendment to 
the reſolution moved, by which this treaty might be avoided. 
He therefore moved, That the ſum of 1,1 50,0001. be inſerted 

in the place of 2,500,0001.”. . | | | 
Mr. Windham iaid he ſhould trouble the Houſe with a very 
few remarks, in reply to what had fallen from his Right Hon. 
Friend, from whom, on the preſent queſtion, he totally. dif- 
fered. His Right Hon. Friend had made uſe of no argument 
whatever that could induce him, or the Houſe, to give their 
vote againſt the queſtion as originally moved. Great and ſtrong 
general arguments had been uſed; but they only could be 
taken as realons againſt war in general, and were not ap 5 
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cable to the èircumſtances of the preſent war: Nor had the 


gloomy proſpects, held out as the effects and conſequences of 


war, any concluſive tendency, that ought to dictate to Gentle- 
men the vote which they were -that night to give. In his 
mind, the only reaſoning, and the only queſtion, to be debated, 
was, Whether the preſent aſſiſtance to be ſecured by the treaty 
with Pruſſia, was worth purchaſing at the price to be paid for 
it? and then, Whether, being a neceſſary and proper aid to 
aſk, it could be obtained in any other way. or at a cheaper 
rate? On theſe points his Right Hon. Friend had not given 
the Houſe any thing like an intelligible argument: He had no 
heſitation in ſaying, that the terms of the treaty on the table, 
were the beſt and cheapeſt that could have been got, and that 
the whole of the meaſure was politic, expedient, and abſo- 
lutely neceſſary. One argument of his Right Hon. Friend, 
he thought was very improperly pat to tlie Houſe, He had 
ſaid, What ſecurity. was there that our other allies might not 
ſoon be in the ſame ſituation that Pruſſia was? might we not 
be called upon next year in a ſimilar way by Spain, by Aultria, 
and by other powers with whom we were allied in this war; 


and if ſo, where would be the end of it? Would any perſon 


ſay that the reſources even of Great Britain would not be ſo 
exhauſted, and drained, by ſuch extravagant demands, that 
finally ſhe muſt yield to her embarraſſed circumſtances, and 
know not where to apply for reflef? In this way to give up 
our cauſe to deſpair, . was more the language of peeviſhneſs 
and paſſion, than he had been accuſtomed to hear from his 

Right Hon. Friend. df $51 
With regard to the different alluſions that had been made 
to the conduct of Pruſſia at other times, he did not mean to 
enter at all into them; but allowing, merely for argument's 
ſake, that it had deſerved the epithet of diſgraceful, and all 
the others which had been applied to it, ſtill he deſired to 
know, when ſuch aſſiſtance was materially neceſſary to the 
cauſe and the objects in which this country had engaged, who 
there was that would refuſe to give the terms propoſed by the 
preſent treaty? The queſtion. then came ſhortly to be, Whe- 
ther the aſſiſtance of the King of Pruſſia was neceſſary, and 
what price was it worth ? And upon that queſtion alone Gen- 
tlemen had to make up their minds, and give their votes ac- 
cordingly. It had been ſtated as a matter of inconvenience, 
and poſſible danger, that the troops contracted for by this 
treaty, were not to be entirely at the diſpoſal and direction of 
this country as to the conduct of their operations; and the 
uncertainty of the part which Pruſſia might take in the future 
| | | | events 
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events of the war, had likewiſe been mentioned. Mr. Wind. 
ham ſaid he did not conſider that that point had been fairly 


argued by his Right Hon. Friend; nor that it was fair to infer- 


from any thing that had fallen from the Right Hon. Gentleman 
oppoſite, that by the ſtipulation, which gave the King of 
Pruſſia a right to conduct, in a certain degree, the operations 
of thoſe men which he was bound to provide for the common 
cauſe, we gave a power to a military monarch merely to in- 
creaſe his own military glory, and not to promote it in ſuch a 
manner as we- might deem beneficial to the intereſts of this 
country. It ought to be remembered, that there were two 
words to every bargainz and certainly the treaty provided, 
that if we were bound to the King of Pruſſia, there were 
likewiſe conditions by which the King of Pruſſia was equally 
bound to us. | | 8 

With regard to the inability of our other allies, to go on 
without demanding ſubſidies from us; however that might be 
uſed as a general argument, there was no chance of its apply- 
ing to the preſent circumſtances of the war. Auſtria had 
taken her ſhare in the whole of it, and had acted largely, by 
;' ſending at leaſt 180,000 men into the field; and unleſs we 
found it a defirable thing to be in alliance with the preſent 
deteſtable ſyſtem exerciſing in France, and to give up our 
other alliances, Mr. Windham declared that he could not ſee 
the ſhadow of a reaſon or argument for reſiſting terms ſo fa- 
vourable as thoſe propoſed by Pruſſia, when in our power to 
obtain them. He confefſed that he expected to have heard 


more arguments than had been yet brought forward againſt it; 


but he was pleaſed to find that even his Right .Hon. Friend, 
with all his ability and ingenuity, had not been able to adduce 
any. He had argued chiefly againſt the principle of the war, 
and not againſt the terms of the treaty; but that appeared not 
to come within the limits of the preſent diſcuſſion, and the 
oninlon of the Houſe was ſufficiently known upon it before. 
With regard to the compariſon which Mr. Fox had made be- 
tween the Ciiancellor of the Exchequer's calling the preſent a 
diy of joy and congratulation, becauſe, by this effort, we 
might ſave the country from deſtruction, and calling a day on 
which a friend might loſe a limb a day of congratulation, be- 
c:nſe by amputating it a mortification might be prevented, or 
even his lite might be ſaved; certainly in that cafe, even as 
the Hon. Gentieman had ſtated it, he ſhould think it a day of 
conpratulation to a friend, though he might ſuffer a confidera- 
ble degree of pain, and be at the expence of a limb, that, upon 
thele terms, his life was ſaved. M 2 Ea 


p e The 


Arat 30 


The 
but not 
Mr. 
an ame! 
poſing t 
chat the 


ſum of 


been not 
that VP 
propoſe. 
to diſap] 

The ( 


The « 


report O! 


Mr. 


Governt 
inſtance: 
leave to 
common 
diſqualif 
Parliame 
made by 
{hall offe 

Mr. 
conſeque 
pay a g. 


ſerved fc 


tracts. 
Mr. & 
a ſerious 
It was h 
advantag 
that it w 
ence of I 
Ad in g 
and with 
a door to 
ſome Pal 
to ſeats 1 


part of t 


* Fc 


Aran 30%) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, 415 


The queſtion was then put upon Mr. Fox's amendment; 
but not being put exactly as he meant it, 
Mr. Fox ſaid that he underſtood the regular way of moving 
an amendment to ſuch queſtions as the preſent, was by pro- 
poling to vote the ſmaller ſum; becauſe it might be preſumed 
that the Houſe was more inclincd to vote a ſmall than a larger 
ſum of their conſtituents* money; though he owned there had 
been nothing in the late praCtice of the Houſe which confirmed 
that opinion. He had likewiſe to add, that though he only 
ak to alter the ſum, the intention of his amendment was 
to diſapprove all that followed of the original reſolution. 
The Committee divided on the amendment: 


Ayes 33 
| Nees 134 


ET | | Majority 101 
The original reſolution was then put and carried; and the 
report ordered to be received *, . 


CONTRACTORS, 


Mr. Thornton, after ſome remarks on the manner in which 
Government contracts were ſometimes diſpoſed of, in many 
inſtances, to the great diſadvantage of the Public, moved for 
leave to bring in a Bill to explain and amend fo much of the Bill 
commonly known by the name of the Contractors Bill, as 
diſqualifies perſons holding Government contracts to fit in 
Parliament, and to enact that in future all contracts ſhall be 
made by public advertiſement, and given to the perſon who 
thall offer terms the moſt favourable to the Public. 

Mr. Chifwell ſeconded the motion, and ſtated, that, in 
conſequence of the exiſting Act, Government were obliged to 
pay a greater rate for certain articles, than they could be 
ſerved for, if Members of Parliament could make theſe con- 
tracts, 

Mr. Sheridan oppoſed the motion, obſerving that this was 
a ſerious queſtion, and merited the attention of the Houſe. 
It was his opinion, though the country might gain a ſmall 
zdvantage in the articles alluded to by the Hon. Member, 
that it would loſe a great deal in reſpe& to the independ- 
ence of Parliament and the excellence of its conſtitution. The 
AR in queſtion had been made upon mature confideration, 
and with the beſt intentions; and to repeal it would be to open 
a door to corruption, which the framers of that law had taken 
ſome pains to ſhut. To repeal it, and admit contractors again 
to ſeats in Parliament, would lead to this miſchief, no other 
dart of the Bill would be obſerved, and contracts would be 

* For a copy of the treaty, vide the Appendix to this volume. 
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diſpoſed of for the purpoſe of influence in that Houſe, 23 
beſore. | 9 . 

Mr. Rolle ſaid, that doubtleſs that law was a wiſe and ex- 
cellent law, made upon mature deliberation, and under a 
conviction of its neceſſity, and that it would be proper to ſtop 
any attempt to repeal it in the firſt inſtance. 1 

Mr. M. Robinſon objected to bringing forward ſuch a propos 
ſition at ſuch an hour, without previous notice. 

Mr. Thornton ſaid he had given notice of it two 
days before, and every. reaſonable opportunity for conſider. 
ation and diſcuſſion ſhould be given on the future ſtages of the 

Bill. me 

After ſtrangers were ordered to withdraw, 

Mr. Feliffe ſaid he ſhould ſupport the motion, becauſe he 
had always diſapproved of the whole of the Bill which it pro- 

oſed to amend. _ „ 8 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer alſo approved of the motion, 
but not on grounds quite fo extenſive, a 

The Houſe divided oi: the motion: 

Ayes 48 
Notes 24 
Majoriiy 24 ES. 

The Houſe then went through ſome private buſineſs, ang 

adjourned. — 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
TrunsDaAY, May 1. 
SLAVE TRADE. | 


The Duke of Clarence ſaid, as buſineſs of great importance 
was likely to take place next day and engage the attention of 
the Houſe, in which the Noble and Learned Lord“ would be 
occupied, he would move, that the Order of the Day for the 
further hearing of Evidence on the Slave Trade, be diſcharged, 
and the Order be appointed for Tueſday the 6th. | 
Lord Auchland ſaid, the next would be a heavy day, and the 
Learned Lord engaged. | 

Varl Stanhope withed that, for the accommodation of buſi- 
nets, the Houſe would chuſe a Speaker, without intruding on 
the Noble and Learned Lord's time ſo much. Buſineſs might 
then go on, though not ſo well, perhaps, as if the Noble and 
Learned Lord was preſent, but not part of the buſineſs, ſuch 
as moving to take down his words, 9 things of that ſort might 
as well done by another perſon. If a Speaker were choſen, they 
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ſhould be able to make more progreſs, and take up leſs of the 
Noble and Learned Lord's time. : 
The Duke of Clarence did not believe that any Noble Lord 
meant any thing illiberal or indecently perſonal; he mult 
therefore” perſiſt in his motion, and for that reaſon moved to 
diſcharge the Order of the Day reſpecting the Slave Trade. 
The Biſhop of _ agreed with the Duke of Clarence. 
The Order was diſcharged, and a new Order made for 
Tuzſday.—Adjourned, | 


- HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
7 THURSDAY, May 1. 
At four o'clock the Speaker counted the Houſe ; and there 


being only thirty-ſix Members preſent, the Houſe neceſſarily 
leparated. | | 


HOUSE OF LORDS. ' 


FRlDAY, May 2. 
| SLAVE TRADE. : | 
On the ſecond reading of the Bill to aboliſh the Trade in 
African Slaves, to the Weſt India Iſlands, in Britiſh veſſels, 
Lord Abingdon ſaid, © I riſe to trouble your Lordſhips with 


a ſew obſervations in oppoſition to the principles of this Bill, 


purporting to be, as it is, © a Bill for aboliſhing the Trade 
carried on for ſupplying Foreign Territories with Slaves.“ 
And having already, upon a former occaſion, incontro- 
\crtibly ſhewn and demonſtratively proved to your Lordſhips, 
beyond the reach even of ſophiſtry to diſpute, or argument to 
deny, that this propoſition, namely, that for the Abolition of 
the Slave Trade, is a French propoſition z that it is grounded 
in and founded upon French principles; that it means neither 
more, nor leſs, nor other, than /iberty and equality; that it has 
To MAS PAINE's Rights of Man for its chief and beſt ſup- 
bort; that its origin in this country, I mean its Parliamentary 
origin, was in conſequence of correſpondences held by indi- 
vidue! Members of Parliament here with individuals of the 
National Convention of France, ald by the intercourie of ex- 
17 clubs in both countries; that by being carried into ef- 
tech in France (whilſt we are pari paſſu following the ſame 


— 


idem and example), it has had in the colonies of France all 


+ cireful effects deducible out of and neceffarily flowing 
ch principles, namely, thoſe of inſubordination, anarchy, 
Vol. III. 3 H Lonr⸗ 
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_ confuſion, murder, havock, devaſtation, and ruin] fay, my 


Lords, having laid theſe plain truths before your Lordſhips, it 


is not my deſign here to preſs this ground of objeQion any | 
further; and yet before I leave this topic of argument, may I 


be permitted to appeal to the Houſe—may I be allowed to ad- 
dreſs myſelf to the Right Reverend Bench of Biſhops, and in 
particular to the Right Reverend Prelate whoſe mind has been 
o readily made up upon this occaſion, and to aſk him, whe- 
ther he has ever ſeriouſly applied theſe conſiderations to this 
ſubject, and has viewed it in the light in which it is here placed? 
And if he has, will he ſay, that he does not find in it that 
ſpirit of novelty and innovation which are the characteriſtic 
marks of the preſent times? Will he ſay, that he does not ſee 
a ſtrong affinity and relationſhip between this propoſition for 
the Abolition of the Slave Trade, and thoſe other propoſitions 
of reform which the new philoſophy of the age is now fo 
loudly calling out for ? Does he believe from his heart, that the 
freedom of negroes in Africa and the Welt Indies 1s the real 
motive of this propoſition, and that there are not other reaſons 
leſs remote and much nigher home upon which it has its 
foundation and bottom? In a word, cannot the Right Re- 
verend Prelate, with his microſcopic eye (for as a man of 
ſcience a microſcopic eye he muſt have), perceive in this pro- 
poſition ſeeds of other abolitions different and diſtinct from 
that which it profeſſes, and which may not ſooner or later grow 
up to the downfall even of that very Bench on which he and 
his Brethren now fit ſo much at their caſe in this Houſe ? But 
here I leave theſe reflections to that conſideration of them 
which their importance might ſeem to require. | 

« And now the next ground of objection to the principle 
of this Bill is of a more immediate and direct nature, nor by 
inference, nor by inuendo, nor by deduCtion of argument, but 
drily, plainly, fimply, and unequivocally this—that it is in 
open violation and avowed ſubverſion of one of the hre 
leading and fundamental principles of the conſtitution of this 
country. What theſe principles are, every body knows, or at 
leaſt ought to know, though I fear they are not fo well under- 
ſtood or attended to as they ought to be. 

& True it is, that the conſtitution of this country is, as it 15 
ſaid, in ore omnium, but more truly in mente null;us —talked of 
by all, but in the underſtanding of none. But be this as it 
may, the conſtitution is ſtill the ſame, and theſe its leading 
and fundamental principles being “ the right of perſonal fer 
curity, the right of perſonal liberty, and the right of private pri- 


perty. I ſay, that this propoſition for the abolition of the 
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Slave Trade is in open violation and avowed ſubverſion of one 
of theſe three fundamental principles, namely, that of the right 
of private property; a right ſo ſacred, that, as a late venerable 
and learned law Lord of this Houle once aſſirmed of the re- 
preſentation of this country, that there was not a blade of 
graſs in it that was not repreſented; ſo, with the ſame em- 
phatic truth, may it be here ſaid, that there is not a blade of 
graſs in or out of this country appertaining to it that is not 
the immediate ſubject of the ivlability of this right. And 
yet, what is the propoſition ? Under this conſtitutional right 
of this country, 70,000,000 of private property veſted in the 
Weſt-Indies alone, not to ſpeak of the immenſe profit of the 
trade itſelf, ſanCtioned in its uſe and enjoyment for a period 


of two hundred and thirty odd years, and thus ſupported by 


the pre/criptive right of the common law of the land, and not 
only ſupported by the preſcriptive right of the common law 
of the land, but guaranteed by divers and repeated Acts of 
Parliament, is, what ?—is now, by a few //ly words in a /i/ly 
Act of Parliament, not only to be violated, but to be put to the 
riſk and hazard of total annihilation and deſtruction. And 
for what? will any body ſpeak out and tell me? Is it to obtain 
the votes and intereſt of any deſcription of men in this 
country, in order to ſecure the ſeats of individual Members in 
another Houſe of Parliament? Is this poſſible? But if it be, 
what do the owners of this property ſay, what does the conſtitu- 
tion ſay, what muſt the nation at large, in event, ſay? All ſufferers 
in degree, mult they not ſay, as the frogs did to the ſchool-boys 
in the fable, who were pelting them with ſtones, © this is 
ſport to you, my boys, but remember it is death to us? But 
be the cauſe what it may, is it an act of juſtice? Who will ſay 


ſo? Why then it is an act of injuſtice. And ſhall this Houſe 


(the dernier reſort of juſtice) ſanctify an act of injuſtice? But 
it it did, what is to be the compenſation? what the guid pro 
9 Is it reſtitution, or reparation for the damage to be ſuſ- 
tuned? No, no, no ſuch thing. What then? Is it any thing 
told or ſubſtantial? Not that either; but it is a non-entity 
it is that which the metaphyſicans call an ens rationis, a creature 
of the underſtanding, a mere abſtract term in moral philo- 
lophy called umanity, and which, vi termini, is to balance the 
whole of this great and enormous account. 

* But here again, leaving theſe reflections to your Lord- 
thips* conſideration, I ſhall now ſtate one other objection, and 
one objection only; and that is not to the principle of the Bill, 
but to the Bill itfelf; and that in a few werds, and which ob- 


jection is this—that of all the indecent Bills that ever were 
| 3H 2 brought 
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brought up to this Houſe, this appears to me to be the moſt 
indecens; for what is the caſe ? The reſolution of your Lord- 
ſhips upon this buſineſs I think is in theſe words: 
© Ordered, ©. | | 
© This Houſe do forthwith proceed to inquire into the 
© preſent- ſtate of the trade to Africa, and particularly the 
© trade in Slaves; and alſo into the nature, extent, and im- 
c portance of the ſugar, coffee, and cotton trade, and into the 
© general ſtate and condition of the Welt India iflands, and the 
© means of improving the ſame.” 
« And now, what is this Bill? In total diſregard of this re- 

ſolution, pending the inquiry that has been inſtituted, before 
that inquiry is one-half finiſhed, and of courſe before all your 
Lordſhips' minds at /eaft are made up upon this very queſtion, 
| here comes a Bill anticipating our deliberations, and calling 
upon us to do that which at beſt our judgments are not ripe 
to perform. Now, my Lords, what motive the other Houſe 
of Parliament might e. for this procedure, it is unneceſſary 
for me to inquire into; but this I know, that they have no 
right to dictate to us. Let them mind their own buſineſs, and 
we will take care of ours; and in the rejection of this Bill, with 
which I ſhall cordially concur, be it remembered, that this will 
not be the firſt time, even within my memory, that this country 
and this conſtitution have been ſaved by his Horſe from the 
raſh and intemperate meaſures of the other.“ 

Lord Grenville ſaid, he had long ſince made up his mind on 
the ſubject, from the inquiry that had been inſtituted in another 
place, when an examination into facts had been gone into in the 
fulleſt manner. He withed to ſee the Slave Trade abolithed, not 
on motives of humanity and propriety ſolely, but as a poſitive 
act of duty. That Houſe had engaged in an inquiry not yet 
finiſhed. The Bill ſent up by the Houſe of Commons pro- 
poſed an abolition of the Slave Trade in a partial though a 
material brauch; however he. might wiſh as an individual to 
fee the whole of the trade aboliſhed, his Lordſhip ſaid, he 
could not bring himſelf to preſs the Houſe to paſs tuch a Pill 
pending the progreſs of the inquiry. His Lordſhip ſaid, he 
earneſtly wiſhed the Houſe would find means to haſten the 
inquiry, that they might proceed to take the neceſſary ſteps 
towards an abolition of the trade % toto. In the mean time 
he ſhould think it expedient to poſtpone the ſecond reading 
of the Bill for three months, and moved a queſtion accordingly. 


The Biſhop of Rocheſter roſe to concur with the motion of 


the Nobie Secretary of State, but wiſhed to ſay a ſew words 


in juſtification of his own conſiſtency, having taken ſo ac: 
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tive a part towards the procuring of the abolition of the pi- 


ratical trade carried on upon the coaſt of Africa, ſo ſhocking 
to humanity, and ſo revolting to every feeling of juſtice, re- 
ligion, and chriſtianity, The French part of the ifland of 


Domingo was in our poſſeſſion, and probably ſo were 
other Weſt India iſlands. There was therefore, from a 


change of circumſtances, a new ſituation of affairs, and be- 
fore they proceeded further with the Bill, he withed to know, 


how matters were to ſtand with regard to the Welt Indies? 


Another reaſon why he would concur with the motion was, 
that the Bill appeared to be perfectly nugatory and unneceſſary 
juit at preſent:“ The iſland of Domingo belonged partly to 
us and partly to the Spaniards; when the negroes were landed 


on one port of the iſland, a walk could take them into the 


part occupied by the Spaniards. It was evident. therefore, 
that the Bill would be fruitleſs. The Biſhop profeſſed him- 
felt to be the determined enemy of French principles, and what 
was termed the Rights of Man, he utterly denied. He 
ſhould therefore concur with the motion of the Noble Se- 
cretary of State, and for the reaſons he had aſſigned, feel that 
1 acted with perfect conſiſtency by giving his vote in ſupport 
ol it. 

The Duke of Clarence ſaid, as he had taken ſo active a part 
in the buſineis of the Slave Trade, he was glad he ſhould be 
able to concur in the motion of the Noble Secretary of State, 
and with the Right Reverend and Learned Prelate, for learned 


he muſt be, as he had ſhewn in point of geography, by telling 


meir Lordſhips that the ifland of St. Domingo belonged partly to 
us and partly to Spain, and that when the negroes were land- 
ed at an Engliſh port, they might walk into the Spaniſh ter- 
ricory. His Royal Highneſs ſaid, that, convinced as he was 
c: the injuſtice and impolicy of aboliſhing the trade in any 
iape, he would vote for the motion of the Noble Secretary of 
State, with whom he was very happy to coincide on this occaſion. 

Earl Stanbepe charged the Secretary of State and the Biſhop 
of Rocheſter with having changed the principles they had ta 
often avowed in refpect to the Slave Trade. He ſaid, he ad- 
mired the logic of the Noble Secretary; he wiſhed for a fpeedy 
abolition of the whole trade, and therefore he would put off 
the Bill. Such logic was cloſe, it mutt be convincing; tor 
his part he had not changed his principles, he was ſtill an 
enemy to the Slave Trade in every part of it, and if the Bill 
were, as the Noble Farl (Lord Abingdon) had declared it to 
be, founded on liberty, on equality, and on French principles, 
he liked it the better, and never would be afraid to ſupport 
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any meaſure founded on liberty, on equality, and the Rights 
of Man. He faid, he knew he ſhould be in a ſmall minority, 
that night, but if he ſtood alone, he would divide the Houſe 


againſt adjourning the ſecond reading of the Bill. The Earl 


warmly reprobated the conduct of the Noble Secretary and 
the Biſhop, and ſaid, it was clear why the Biſhops were ready 
to abandon the Bill, viz. they learned that its tendency was to 
overthrow the Bench of Biſhops. He profeſſed himſelf to be 
a Jacobin, and he hoped he ſhould continue ſo to the laſt hour 
of his life. Jacobiniſm not being an Engliſh word, every man 
had a right to give it what meaning he thought proper. 
The Noble Earl had well defined it to mean French principles, 
liberty, equality, and the Rights of Man. The Biſhops, he con- 
feſſed, had ſomething to do with the queſtion, as it concerned 
religion. After more obſervations Lord Stanhope concluded 
with declaring that he gave the Noble Earl (Lord Abingdon) 
credit for having ſaid, that the Bill ſprung from French prin- 
ciples and the Rights of Man. Te 
Lord Grenville ſaid, the Noble Earl, as their Lordſhips muſt 
be aware, had totally miſtated every argument he had uſed. 
He was not at all ſurpriſed at this, becauſe it was the Noble 
Earl's conſtant practice; but he would appeal to their Lord- 
ſhips whether he had not diſtinctly ſaid, that he thought it im- 
proper to preſs their Lordſhips to adopt the Bill pending the 
inquiry, however much he was a friend to the Bill itſelf ; but 
at the ſame time expreſſed an earneſt wiſh that they would 
haſten the inquiry, in order that all reaſonable obſtructions to 
the Bill paſſing might be removed as ſoon as poſſible. The 
Noble Earl, his Lordſhip obſerved, had laid down one curious 
doctrine, viz, that Facobiniſm not being an Engliſh word, every 
man had a right to put what conſtruCtion he pleaſed upon 
it. In that doctrine he could not concur, in praiſing that 
which was termed liberty, as the reſult of Jacobinical prin- 
ciples. He denied that the Bill had any relation to the argu- 
ment that had been built on it, or to the overthrow of the 

Bench of Biſhops. | 
The Earl of Abingdon ſaid, he had little expeCted to have 
the Noble and Illuitrious Perſonage (the Duke of Clarence) 
againſt him that day, as ke had the honour of conferring with 
him on the Bill's being firſt brought into the Houſe, and they 
had both agreed, that it was ſuch a Bill as ought not to pals. 
As to the other Noble Earl, he did not wonder at his argument, 
holding the opinion that he did. His Lordſhip accuſed the 
Biſhop of Rocheſter of having avowed a friendſhip for either 

Briſſot or Condorcet, as philoſophers. | 7] 
| . The 
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The Biſhop of Rocheſter ſaid, he had no heſitation to admit, 
that there had been times, when he ſhould have been happy 


to correſpond with Monſieur Condorcet as a philofopher and 


a man of ſcience. . 

The Earl of Lauderdale roſe to take notice of what was ſaid 
by the Noble Secretary of State and the Right Rev. Prelate, 
both of whom had, by their arguments that day, proved them- 
| ſelves converts from their former opinions, and he was glad 
to take them as ſuch. For his part he reprobated any thing 


- 


beyond a gradual abolition, declaring that he was as earneſt a a 


friend to a gradual abolition as any man, but would not conſent 
to a ſudden and premature total abolition of a trade long war- 
ranted by the law of the land, and mags 4: by repeated 
acts of the Legiſlature, under the ſanction of which a large 
and numerous deſcription of perſons had embarked their for- 
tunes, and ſtaked very large ſums of money. Notwithſtand- 
ing the Right Rev. Prelate had thought proper to beſtow 
pompous phraſes upon it, and call it a piratical trade, he ſhould 
contend that the Slave Trade was to all intents and purpoſes 
a legal trade, as legal as any other trade whatſoever. His 
Lordſhip declared he concurred in that part of the Noble Ears 
(Lord Stanhope) ſpeech, which charged the Noble Secretary 
of State and the Right Rev. Prelate with inconſiſtency and 


having changed their opinion, without aſſigning ſufficient rea- 


{on for ſuch change. | | : 

The Biſhop of Rocheſter admitted, that the Slave Trade had 
the ſanction of law, and at different periods of our hiſtory 
various laws had paſſed, which the wiſdom and the good ſenſe 
of the Legiſlature had repealed. His Lordſhip faid, he could 
not conſider the Slave Trade, as carried on along the coaſt of 
Africa, to be other than a piratical trade, becauſe it was ſo in 
every reaſonable view that could be taken of it. 


Earl Stanhope ſaid, he had been ſo often appealed to, that 


he muſt ſay, what he had on a former occaſion declared, that 
when the Houſe of Commons carried their queſtion for the 
gradual abolition of the Slave Trade, he had written a letter 
of information upon the ſubject to a gentleman of reſpectable 
character and ſituation at Paris; not Monſieur Condorcet, but 
Citoyen Condorcet was the perſon. 
The queſtion was then put, and the Houſe divided: 
Contents 48 
 Naon-Contents . 


Majority 41 
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HOWARD'S DIVORCE BILL. 


The Order of the Day being read for the Houſe to go into 
a Committee on the Bill, | a 


The Duke of Bedford ſaid, that before going into the Com- 


mittee, he wiſhed co addreſs their Lordſhips for a few minutes, 
Since the laſt night when this Bill was under difcuſſion, he had 
received a letter from Lady Elizabeth Bellaſyſe which he held 
in his hand, in which her Ladyſhip begged him to return their 
Lordſhips thanks forthe trouble ſhe had already occaſioned them, 
and authoriſed him to give up the annuity of 250l. which 
by the Clauſe he had moved, and the Committee had adopted, 
when their Lordſhips laſt ſat on the Bill, ſhe was to receive; 
but ſhe hoped and truſted that the 70o0ol. to be paid her, 


chargeable only with ſuch debts as ſhe might have contracted 


fince the 24th of July laſt, would not be deemed too much for 
her maintenance by their Lordſhips. It was therefore his in- 
tention in the Committee to propoſe a Clauſe to this effect. 
Before he fat down, he was happy in having the opportunity 
of ſo full an attendance to repeat, ' what he had before de- 
clared in a thin Houſe, that in every thing connected with 


this Bill, where he had taken any part or ſpoken, he never had 


meant, but ſtudiouſly avoided every thing that could poſſibly 
be conſtrued into any inſinuation or alluſion in the leaſt re- 
flecting upon Mr. Howard, becauſe he knew that none ſuch 
could be juſtified by that Hon. Gentleman's conduct, 

The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee, the Za! 
of Suffolk in the Chair. | | 

The Duke of Bedford brought up his Clauſe. | 

The Duke of Nerfolk ſaid, that the Clauſe propoſed for this 
allowance to the lady by the Noble Duke on a former niglit 
was at a late hour. He underſtood the judgment of tlic 
Houſe to have proceeded upon the Noble Duke's having 
ftated that this was a caſe peculiarly entitled to the indulgencc 
of the Houſe. This he muſt rake upon him to deny, as he 
conceived it to be injuſtice to Mr. Howard, and more par- 
t-ularly, becauſe not only in that Houſe, but in the world at 
large, an idea had gone abroad, that the marriage was con- 
tracted againſt the lady's confent and inclination, and this with 
the knowledge of Mr. Howard. If the fact had been to, or 
if it could be proved that Lady Elizabeth had been left neg- 
lected, or ill uſed by her huſband, then indeed, it might be ſo 
termed, but not as the circumſtances of the caſe really ſtoo:; 
and he could prove to the Committee, from documents in lis 
hands, that this was not true | | 
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The Duke of Bedford interrupted, and replied upon this ex- 


preſſion, and explained what he had ſaid on a iormer oc- 


caſion. V 
The Duke of Norfolk rejoined. | 
Lord Auckland ſpoke to Order, declaring that if the two 


Noble Dukes meant to occupy the time of the Houſe by bat- 


tling about the expreſſions uſed by them reſpectively in a for- 
mer debate, he muſt put a ſtop to ſuch irregularity. _ 

{he Duke of Norfolk faid, it was incumbent on him to ſtate 
the expreſſion, becauſe he meant to object to the amendment, 
aud to ſhew that Lady Elizabeth was not entitled to the in- 
dulgence claimed for her. In order to da this it would be ne- 
ceflary for him to read ſeveral private letters, to prove that 
ſhe had not been compelled to marry Mr. Howard; if any 
Noble Lord choſe it, he might move to have the Houſe clear- 
ed, but as every thing came out in public in a court of law, 
he ſaw no uſe in their Lordſhips mak ing that a matter of pri- 
vacy to themſelves which was well known already to the 
Public. | | 

Lord Auckland ſaid, he had regularly attended his duty in 
that Houſe, and had been preſent at every former debate, and 
as not the ſmalleſt reflection of any kind had been caſt on 
Mr. Howard, there could be no occaſion for the Noble Duke 
to hurt the feelings of their Lordſhips, and do a violence to his 
own, by reading private letters, which it muſt give pain to every 
man, who was a father, to hear. His Lordſhip appealed to 
the Lord Chancellor if there could be any neceſlity for reading 
the letters in queſtion. | 


The Lord Chancellor left the woolfack (though it was ex- 


tremely painful for him to ſtand) to make his earneſt intreaty 
tothe Noble Duke not to read the letters. A report had been 
propagated by the newſpapers that Lady Elizabeth had been 
compelled to marry, but it was wholly unauthentical, and it 
was well known by their Lordſhips that the fact was other- 
wiſe, He had himſelf received a letter on the ſubject from a 
Noble Earl, who had deſired him to read it to the Houſe; he 
had declined doing ſo from a conſciouſneſs that he ſhould have 
done a ſerious injury to all the parties if he had complied with 
the requeſt and executed the commiſſion. In the courſe of 
the proceeding, there had not been the ſmalleſt reflection caſt 
on Mr. Howard. To what end read private letters, and go into 
matters of a delicate nature, which were in no ſort relative 
or neceſſary to be explained? He concluded with repeating 
the requeſt to the Duke not to read the letters. 

The Duke of Norfolk roſe again, and ſaid, Mr. Howard was 
greatly ſuperior to all pecuniary conſiderations, and did not 
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wiſh to leſſen what the Legiſlature ſhould deem proper for 
Lady Elizabeth, but he ſaw no reaſon whatever why he ſhould 
be ſaddled with Lady Elizabeth's debts, or the expences of 
the ſuits ſhe had put him to. His Grace explained in what 
manner the 12,600l. which had been ſaid to be her dower, 
was conſtituted. Part of it, he ſaid, came from her mother's 
eſtate, and a doubt had ariſen whether it could legally become 
the right of Lady Elizabeth ? but that queition, he believed, 
was now at an end. The money, however, ſtill remained 
in her father's hands, Mr. Howard having only received the 
5000). and the 2000l. ſtated in one of the clauſes of the Bill, 
His Grace, after this. explanation, ſaid, he had it in commiſ- 
ſion from Mr. Howard to ſhew that Lady Elizabeth had 
brought her preſent fituation on herſelf, by her own miſcon- 
duct; and that ſhe was not entitled to the indulgence claimed. 
In order to prove this, he muſt have recourſe to the materials 
with which he had been furniſhed, and read ſeveral private 
letters. | | 

Lord Auckland, after in vain remonſtrating with the Noble 


Duke againſt reading the letters, moved that the Houſe be 


F ä 
Strangers therefore were deſired to withdraw. 
The Bill went through the Committee, and was ordered 
to be read a third time. | 
THE EMIGRANT CORPS BILL 
Was read a ſecond time; and, upon a motion that it be 
committed on Monday, May 5th, Earl Stanhope oppoſed the 
commitment. The Houſe divided for committing, 
Contents | 24 
Non-contents I 
Majority 23 
It was underſtood in the Houſe, that this Bill would be 
debated on Monday, May 5th. 
Adjourned. 


\ 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Frrpay, May 2. 

A new Writ was ordered for Pontefract, in Yorkſhire, in 
the room of John Smith, Eſq. who had accepted the place of 
Lord Commifſlioner of the Treaſury. 

A new Writ alſo for Haſtings, in Suſſex, in the room of the 
Right Hon. Sir Richard Pepper Arden (Maſter of the Rolls), 


who had accepted the Chiltern Hundreds, | 
| ELECTION 
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ELECTION ACCELERATION BILL, 


On reading the Order of the Day, for the recommitment of 
the Bill, for the further prevention of delay of Elections of 
Members to ſerve in Parliament, | | 

Mr. Fox moved ſeveral inſtructions to be given to the Com- 
mittee for the repealing of ſeveral parts of ſome Acts of Par- 
lament, which related to the oaths of abjuration, &c. admi- 
niſtered to Electors; the effect of the inſtructions expreſſed by 
_ clauſes to be inſerted in this Bill was, to do away that and 
ſome other oaths on that occaſion. | 

A ſhort converſation took place upon the ſubject between 
Mr. Fox and Mr. Yorke, Mr. Hawkins Browne and Mr. 
Dent, when the Bill was recommitted. 

The Houſe in a Committee went through the ſeveral clauſes ; 
the 1 was then brought up, and ordered for Monday 
the 5th. | | 


MAY 2.1 


PRUSSIAN SUBSIDY. 


Mr. Hobart brought up the Report of the Committee on the 
King's Meſſage, giving his Majeſty a Vote of Credit for Two 
Millions and a Half, to anſwer the exigencies of the preſent 
year, and to enable his Majeſty to make good his engagements 
with the King of Pruſha. | 

Upon the motion for reading the Report a ſecond time, 

Mr. Sheridan roſe, and ſaid, that after what had already 
paſt on the ſubject, no perſon could rationally entertain very 
ſanguine hopes that any oppoſition to that meaſure would be 
attended with a good effect; and perhaps the granting a few 
millions of the money of the people of this country might not 


be conſidered a matter much deſerving the care aud attention 


of that Houſe. Under that impreſſion he might have con- 
tented himſelf with giving his ſilent negative to the reſolution, 
were it not on account l the very alarming rumour of a diſ- 
aſtrous event abroad, of which he underſtood miniſters had re- 
ceived official diſpatches, and which he feared were but too 
well founded. The circumſtance to which he alluded, was 
the report of the total defeat of General Clairfait, together 
with the loſs of his entire camp, baggage, ammunition, and 
ſtores; and that the French were in actual poſſeſſion of Menin, 


Courtray, and Werwicke, and were at that moment bombard- 


ing Ypres, Every man muſt feel the moſt ſincere regret at 
ſuch intelligence; and it ſhould neceſſarily increaſe the defire 
and wiſh of every man in that Houſe to itrengthen the hands 
of Government, enable them to repe! as much as poſſible the 
threatened danger, and provide for the ſafety of the country. 


Such, however, was the effect of that unfortunate intelligence 
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on his mind, that it increaſed, at the ſame time, his objec- 
tions to the preſent meaſure, becauſe he conſidered it to be a 
- meaſure, the ſucceſs of which, under the moſt favourable cir. 
cumſtances, was doubtful, He ſhould, therefore, think it a 
more wiſe and prudent plan for us to claim from the King of 
Pruſſia the performance of the treaty of 1788, and to employ 
the remainder of the ſum to be voted in ſome other way which 
might tell more to the public advantage. | 
Conſidering the preſent difficulties of the country, he could 
have no objection to agree to the vote of two millions and a 
half, but he certainly had the ſtrongeſt objection to its pro- 
poſed application; and he mult needs ſay, that of all the 
. topics which the Chancellor of the Exchequer had ever choſen 
for panegyric, none had been worſe adapted than the good 
terms of this bargain with the King of Pruſſia; as it ſtruck 
him to be the moſt prodigal, the moſt profligate, and extrava- 
gant treaty, ever made by any miniſter of this country. Had 
we called on the King of Pruſſia, and he had fulhlled the 
treaty of 1788, we ſhould have had 32,000 Pruſſian troops for 
a whole year for 600,00901. of which ſum we ſhould have had 


to defray 400,000]. and the Dutch 200, oool. Under this 


.- treaty we were to have. 30,000 men, for which we were to 
pay 1,600,000]. The queſtion of economy the Right Hon. 


Gentleman could not adduce in his favour with any degree of 


modeſty or propriety. The miniſter, on a former day, had 
compared this with various ſubſidiary treaties, and the expence 
of theſe troops with that of the Heſſians and Hanoverians. If 
he wiſhed to have done juſtice, and compared things fimilar in 
ſituation and circumſtances with each other, he ſhould have 
compared the preſent. treaty with the treaty lately 'concluded 

etween this country and his Sardinian Majeſty ; and then, 
perhaps, the point of economy might have been a little more 
diſtinctly ſeen: But that depended, in a great meaſure, upon 


the light in which we were to conſider his Pruſſian Majeſty as 


being placed. Was he a mere hirer out of mercenary troops 
(like ſome other Monarchs) in the preſent war? Or was he a 


party himſelf, or a principal in the cauſe? If the latter, it be - 


came us to ſee ho this treaty ſtood in point of economy, as 
compared with others. By the treaty with the King of Sar- 
dinia, $0,000 troops were to be furniſhed in ſupport of the 
common cauſe, for which he was to be paid 200, oool. By the 
preſent treaty the King of Pruſſia was to furniſh 30,000 men, 
and to receive the enormous ſum of 1, Goo, oool. From that 
ſtatement let Gentlemen judge of the economy and prudence 
of the bargain. There was, beſides the goodneſs of the bar- 
gain, another queſtion to be conſidered ; Had the King — 
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Pruſſia theſe 62,000 men ready equipped and prepared for 
action, or were we to wait until they were prepared and 
ut in readineſs? If we were to wait for them, he con- 
tended that the ſtipulation was a groſs impoſition upon us, 
and we might advance our money for nothing. If, on the 
other hand, he had them prepared, it was a groſs impoſition to 
call upon us by way of fubſidy, for aſſiſtance to produce an 
army which he could produce without our aſſiſtance, and which 
he was bound in honour to do; for what was it but calling on 
us to complete that which was complete already ? 
In the view which he had taken of the ſubject, Mr. She- 
ridan obſerved, the Houſe would clearly ſee that we might 
avoid the enormous expence of the preſent treaty, by calling 
on the King of Pruſſia to fulfil the treaty of 1788, by which he 
was bound to furniſh us with 32,000 men for ſomething lefs 
than 400, oo0l. and we ſhould then be at liberty to apply the 
remaining ſum of money, which was almoſt 1,600,000. in 
ſome other manner more conducive to the intereſt of the na- 
tion; for he muſt openly and fairly ſay, that, after what we 
had witneſſed, we could not, in wiſdom or prudence, place 
confidence in any engagement or promiſe of the King of 
Pruſſia. When he uled the terms he King of Pruſſia, he 
meant nothing perſonal; he alluded only to the King of 
Pruſſia's Councils and Court of Berlin. It was not his inten- 
tion to dwell on the breach of treaty with Poland, his conduct 
to that unhappy country was too notorious to need a comment; 
but he mult call to the recollection of the Houſe, that, at that 


moment, ten ſhort months had elapſed ſince that Prince; with 


other powers, had entered into a convention with us, and ſo- 
lemnly engaged not to lay down his-arms without the mutual 
conſent of the contracting parties, or till every place taken by 
the French ſhould be given up. It was true that he leff ſome 
imall loop-hole in that treaty, by ſaying, © if circumitances 
would permit,” of which he had taken advantage; and yet in 
1794, in the height of the war, he laid down his arms in 
direct violation of the faith and true ſpirit of the treaty. 
Though he might not be pledged to Naples and Sardinia, ve 
were. So far had that treaty deceived us. Was there, then, 
any reaſon to place any extraordinary confidence in the pro- 
mile of ſuch a Lrince ? In his mind, to advance a ſingle gui- 
nea, or place the ſmalleſt rehance on the engagements of ſuch 


a Court, would betray a total want of prudence and dif- 


cretion. 

With regard to the treaty itſelf, Mr. Sheridan declared, he 
law not any thing in it which could give it a better title to 
coniidence than any of the other engagements. of the ſame 

power 
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power had deſerved. He ſaw that it contained many ye 
craity provitons for the King of Pruſſia, which would effectu. 
ally counteract the proviſions made in behalf of this country, 
In the tirit article it was ſtipulated, © That the King of 
Pruſſia ihall furniih an army of 62,000 men; but this army 
was to remain united under a Pruſſian Commander, and ſhould 
act in the moſt effectual manner againſt the common enemy, 
either ſeparately, or jointly with a body of troops in the pay 
of the maritime powers, or one of them.” Did not that ſtipu- 
lation exclude a junction with Auſtria, or any other of the 
allied powers? And was it not pretty evident that that exclu- 
ſion of Auſtria was intended, perhaps, in conſequence of 
thoſe diſputes and petty quarrels which happened in the courſe 
of the laſt campaign between the Auſtrian and Pruſſian troops 
employed on the Rhine? Suppoſe theſe troops ſhould be ſue- 
ceſsful, and capture any towns or fortreſſes, Dunkirk for in- 
ſtance, how were they to be garriſoned? It being provided 
by the treaty in queſtion, that the Pruſhan troops were to re- 
main united in a body, and were not to be divided. { TheChan- 
cellor of the Exchequer ſaid, No! no! Mr. Sheridan aid, that 
he aſked pardon if he had miſtaken the conſtruction of the 
treaty; but ſurely if words went for any thing, the King of 
Pruſſia might refuſe to make any detachments from his main 
army. Perhaps the words of that treaty, unlike thoſe of 
treaties in general, were not to be regarded as conveying the 
ſenſe of the treaty. It was alfo agreed by that treaty, that 
this army ſhould act according to a concert on military points 
between the contracting parties, where it ſhould be deemed 
moſt eſſential to the intereſts of the maritime powers. But if 
it ſhould be the opinion of the maritime powers, that the exe- 
cution of any certain plan would be for their advantage, in 
what manner could they oblige the King of Pruſſia to under- 
take it with his army? They were to act according to a mili- 
tary concert between the parties; if the King of Pruſſia ſhould 
not think ſuch a plan adviſeable, there was no way of com- 
pelling him to undertake its execution, or thoſe troops over 
which he had the command; nor would he by ſuch refuſal 
infringe the letter of the treaty, however he might the ſpirit; 
for, he preſumed, as no ſtipulation was made to that effect, 
the majority was not to decide; and therefore one diſſentient 
voice againſt a meaſure would be ſufficient to prevent its being 
carried into eſſect; ſo that any diſagreement of opinion amongſt 
the contracting parties, as to the object of action, muſt be 
fatal; for it would not be an eaſy matter to perſuade thoſe to 
act againſt the opinion of their Sovereign, who was to be at 
the lame time their General. | | 
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Another point worthy of conſideration in this treaty, was 
the care his Pruſſian Majeſty had taken of his own immediate 
intereſts with regard to the time of payment of the ſubſidy 
and though his conduct had been ſuchi as to render it impru- 
dent to place the ſmalleſt reliance on his promiſes or engage- 
ments, yet our miniſters. had wiſely placed an implicit con- 
fidence in the good faith of that Monarch. We had agreed 
to pay, before he moved a ſingle ſoldier, a ſum of 600,000. 
that is 100, oool. for out-fit and return; and the firit month's 

ſubſidy, 50,000. and for bread and forage for the firſt 
month, 150,000l. according to the third and fourth articles 
of the treaty. After he ſhould have received this large ſum 
of money, what aſſurance had we that he would perform his 
part of the agreement ; or what dependence ſhould we places 
on his promiſe ? Was it not poſhble that ſome diſturbances 
might break out in his new-acquired poſſoſſions in Poland? 
that, or ſome . important cauſe, might afford a plea 
ſufficient for his Pruthan Majeſty to break t. treaty ; as fuch 
matters might, in his opinion, be of more conſequence than 
any loſs of reputation he could ſuſtain from-any new breach 
of faith. Thinking, therefore, that treaty to be highly im- 
politic and improvident, and that we ought not to place the 
ſmalleſt degree of faith in the Court of Perlin for the per- 
formance of any engagement; knowing that, under the treaty 
of 1788, we had a right to call on the King of Pruſſia, if 
at all diſpoſed to truſt him, to furniſh 32, ooo men at an ex- 
pence of but 400, oool. to the country; and conceiving that 
the remainder of the ſum voted might be much more uſefully 
applied to the public ſervice, he ſhould move, as an amend- 
ment, * That all that part of the Reſolution of the Com- 
© mittee which relates to the fulfilment of the engagement 
entered into with the King of Pruſſia be omitted, ſo that the 
“ Reſolution will be left merely a vote of credit for two 
« millions and a half.” BEE | 
Mr. Martin declared that the preſent war appeared to him 
to be conducted very much like the American war, which he 
had oppoſed from its firſt commencement, as he had likewiſe 
done this. He was of opinion, long before the concluſion 
of that war, that the miniſter who conducted it ought to 
have been brought to anſwer for his conduct; though it was 
by no means his wiſh to ſpeak harſhly of a man who. was no 
more; yet he muſt ſay, if ſuch had been the caſe, and that 
_ miniſter had been called upon to anſwer to the Public, that 
he believed, in his conſcience, that the preſent miniſters 
would not have ventured to involve their country in the pre- 
fent deſtructive war; or, having involved us in it, that ey 
wou 
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would not have conducted it in the ſcandalous and impro- 
vident manner in which it had been conducted. | 

The reſolution was then read a iecond time, and Mr. 
Sheridan's amendmeut put. f 

Mr. Fox ſaid, that after having delivered his ſen iments upon 
this ſubject in general, he ſhould at pretent confine himſelf 
to a few points: He thought that the Houſe had at leaſt a 
right to be diſtinctly informed in what ſituation the King of 
Pruſſia ſtood with regard to the preſent treaty; whether 
merely as a Prince, who hired out his troops to fight, in a 
cauſe in the event of which he was not jntereited ; or whether 
we had entered into this rreaty with the King of Pruſſia as a 
perſon intereſted and engaged as a principal in the war, but 
who was unable to proſecute it further without pecuniary 
alliſlance. In either of theſe points of view, the prcſ{cat 
treaty appeared to him ridiculous and improvident. , the 
King of Pruſha was to be regarded in the firſt light, as a 
Prince who hired out troops, was it not à circumitance un- 

recedented, that the command ſhould not be in the perſons 
who ſabiidized thoi: troops; eſpecially when the troops ſo 


hired coſt more than troops in à ſimilar fituation had erer 


done? Mr. Fox ſaid that he ſhould at preſent confine him- 
ſelf merely to the queſtion of expence; not that he approved 
of the other parts of the treaty, but becauſe they had been 
already debated. We were to pay for theſe 30,000 troops, 
if we kept them a {ſingle year, 1,600,000]. If the war laſted 
another year, certainly the expence would be ſomewhat leſs, 
becauſe the ſum of 400,000]. for out-fit and return, would 
be ſpread over two years, and then it would be 1,400,000]. 
per annum. If for four years. it would be 1,300,000. ſpread- 
ing the expence of 'out-fit and return over the whole time, 


which, upon compariſon, would be more expenſive than the 


ſame number of Heſlians or Hanoverians. For the fake of 
argument, we admitted them to be leſs expenſive ; if they 
were more economical, it was to be remembered, on the 
other hand, that we retained the entire command and diſpo- 
ſition of the Heſhtan and Hanoverian troops; but of theſe 
Pruſſian troops we were to have neither command nor diſpo- 
fition; and the execution of all the projects, though for 


Britiſh purpoſes, was lefr in the King of Pruſſia's hands. 


If we looked at any other treaty, we ſhould find that the 
price to be paid under this prefent treaty was larger than we 
had ever paid for the afiſtance of troops over which we had 
had the entire command z and as we were to have no com- 
mand whateyer over them, the price was enormous indeed. 


On the other hand, if we conſidered them as the troops of 2 
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Prince engaged in the war, we muſt naturally look to the 
late treaty entered into with Sardinia : By that treaty 50,000 
men were to be ſupplied for the ſupport of the common 
cauſe, for which we paid but 200, oool. If we were to pay 
in proportion to this ſubſidy for 30, ooo troops, the expence 
would be no more than 120, oool. but, inſtead of that ſum, 
we were to pay 1, 600, oool. In 1756 we ſubſidized Frederick 
the Great, uncle to the preſent King of Pruſſia; let us com- 
pare the terms of that treaty with the preſent: He was to 
furniſh 1 50, ooo men, for which we were to pay 670, oool. 
According to this rate, we ſhould pay for 30, ooo troops, to 
be furniſhed now, about 135, oool. inſtead of the enormous 
ſum of 1; 600, oool. For Gentlemen were to conſider, that 
this ſum was not paid for 62,000 men; becauſe in that num- 
ber were included the 32,000 men ſtipulated for by the former 
treaty of 1788. Waving that conſideration for a moment, 
for the ſake of argument, let them compare theſe treaties, 
and fee how they ſtand. When the 600,0001. to be paid 
under the treaty of 1788, was added to the 1, 600, oool. it 
made a ſum of 2, 200 oool. which we were to pay. inſtead of 
the ſum of 220, oool, which ſhould be paid at the rate of the 
treaty with the late King of Pruſſia; or 240,000l. which was 
the extent of what ſhould be paid at the rate of the late 
treaty with Sardinia. Inſtead of paying 220, oool. as in the 
one caſe, or 240,000]. as in the other, we profuſely ſquander- 
ed away the enormous ſum of 2, 200, oool. ſo that in the one 
calculation this treaty, as compared with others of a ſimilar 
nature, was in this latter ſtatement ten to one againſt us: 
in the former, which was the true ſtatement, it was four- 
tzen to one againſt us. But from the ambiguous ſituation of 
this Monarch aroſe other diſficultiess When the queſtion 
between us and him, was a queſtion of expence, he ſaid, 
J am not as much intereſted in the event of this war as 
„you are; ſo you ſhall bear the whole of my expence.“ 
But when it became a queſtion of who ſhould command the 
troops, or to what objects they were to be directed, he would 
immediately ſay, I am a principal in the war, am equally 
© intereſted, in its confequences with you; I can as well 
judge of the effect of its operation to our mutual benefit z 
* and will have the ſole command over my own troops.“ 
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duch conduct was really intolerable; it was a tricking, ſnift- 4 
ing, ſhuffling behaviour in this Prince, acting, no doubt, by 13 if 
the advice of his council; but that is no reaſon why the ih 
people of Great Britain ſhould become the dupes of ſuch #3, 

| knavery, He, for his part, wiſhed to have the ſituation of 1 
the King of Pruſſia fairly ſtated: If he were a mere hirer of 1 
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men, never was there ſuch audacious, impudent conduct, as 
to inſiſt on the command and diſpoſal of the troops he had let 
out for hire: If, on the other hand, he was a principal in the 
war, whom we ſublidized, the preſent treaty, compared with 
others of a ſimilar nature, was, according to one calculation, 
fourteen to one, and, even according to the moſt favourable, 
ten to one, againſt this country. He therefore hoped that 
Gentlemen would a little conſider how far they could anſwer 
to themſelves, and to their conſtituents (he did not mean their 
particular conſtituents, but all their conſtituents in the general 
ſenſe of the word, the people at large), for having in a few days 
voted ſuch an enormous ſum of money, without any poſſible 
opportunity of converſing with them on the ſubject. He wiſhed 
to aſk them, if they could conſider themſelves entitled, by ſuch 
conduct, to the character of faithful ſtewards ? It was too 
much, that the wealth of this country ſhould be ſo profligately 
laviſhed, and prodigally ſquandered, to anſwer the unprin- 
cipled rapacity, or contemptible fineſſe, of any Prince or Court 
in Europe. . 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that the amendment, 
propoſed by the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Sheridan), differed 
very much indeed from that propoſed by his Right Hon. 
Friend on a former cvening, and which he then ſupported. 
That Hon. Gentleman's Right Hon. Friend (Mr. Fox) had 
objected to the magnitude of the ſum to be voted, and pro- 
poſed a leſs; the Bon. Gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) had offered 
no objection whatever to the ſum, but diſapproved of its ap- 
plication z and in that he was alſo ſupported by the Hon. Gen- 
tleman who had moved the amendment on the former day. 
It was deſired to be known, what was the fituation of the 
King of Pruſſia : He could not perceive the ſmalleſt ambigu- 
ity in the ſituation of that Monarch ; the treaty on the table 


was perfectly explicit on that point, and in his mind no better | 


explanation could be given on that ſubje&t. The King of 
Pruſſia, on the face of the treaty, appeared to be a principal 
in the war, which he was unable to carry on any longer with 
vigour without ſome pecuniary aſſiſtance z and his force, for 
which we had engaged to pay, was to be employed immedi- 
ately for our intereſts; and all the conqueſts to be made by 
this army were to be made in the name of the maritime pow- 
crs. This was exactly the ſituation of Pruſha. But both the 
Hon. Gentlemen had loſt fight of the main conſideration, 
which was, whether the advantage to be derived from a large 
body of troops of one of the firſt military powers in Europe, 
was worth the* money which we had engaged to pay for 


them? Without entering upon a repetition of what 5 * 
| | | ready 
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already fo fully explained on that point, he ſhould content 


himſelf with only remarking, that the ſum-of 1,200,000l.which 
we were to pay for the additional 30,000 troops, in addition 
to another body of 32,000, to be furniſhed according to the 
ſtipulations of a former treaty, was a ſum conſiderably ſmaller 
than we could poſſibly have procured troops even of an infe- 
rior kind for from any other quarter. It would be tedious for 
him to enter into a minute calculation of the ſeveral incident 
expences, which he had ſo fully explained in the Committee 
on a former day. As to the compariſons that had been made 
between the preſent and other ſubſidiary treaties, upon exa- 
mination, they would be found not to have the ſmalleſt 
application whatever. And ſirſt, the treaty entered into 
with the King of Sardinia (and here he wiſhed to call to the 
recollection of Gentlemen, their own great argument againſt 
that treaty ),. which, though it formed the principal diſtinction 
between the two treaties, was an objection as weak in policy, 
as ſrivolous in the application. Gentlemen objected to that 
treaty, that we ſubſidized the King of Sardinia to defend his 
own dominions, though, by fo doing, the allies were enabled 
to create a diverſion, and to make an impreſſion on the other 
ſide of France; but, at the fame time, there was a material 
difference between employing a Prince to defend his own do- 
minions, and create a diverſion in our favour, and employing 
a Prince to bring his troops into a diſtant country, and fight 
ſolely for our intereſts, and apply his conquelts to our advan- 
tage, The ſame difference exiſted between this treaty and the 
ſubſidiary treaty entered into with the late King of Pruſſia. It 
was true, we were to pay him but 670,000. for which he was 
to keep on foot an army of 150,000 men; but how were theſe 


men to be employed? merely in his own defence; and all the 


benefits ariſing from theſe exertions were to be applied to his 
own, and not to our uſe. The Right Hon. Gentleman had 
faid, that he uſed a cavil, when he aſſerted, on a former day, 
tnat, when the fubſidiary treaty was made with the Court of 
Berlin in 1756, Auftria was not then at war with this coun- 
try, againſt whom the Pruſſian troops (which we ſubſidized) 
were to be employed; for, ſaid he, Auſtria had entered into 
a treaty with France, who was our actual enemy. He re- 
peated his aſſertion, and ſaid that we were not at war with 
Auſtria at that time; for ſurely the Right Hon. Gentleman, 
7 he remembered the treaty at all, could not forget that one 
expreis ſtipulation of that treaty was. that it ſhould not inter- 
rupt the harmony and good underſtanding that exiſted be- 
tween the courts of London and Vienna. So that, upon a 


fair examination, it appeared, that neither of thoſe treaties had 
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the ſmalleſt ſimilitude to the preſent; by thoſe, Pruſſia and 
Sardinia were ſubſidized for their own defence; and all their 


the amendment. 
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exertions were to be made for their own particular advantage. 
By the preſent, we ſubſidized the King of Pruſſia to march his 
troops to an immenſe diſtance from his own territories, to fight 
our cauſe ; andi all his exertions were to be the attainment 
of ſach objects as might be eſteemed beneficial to us. He 
would not contend with Gentlemen, that to have 32,000 men 
for 600,000]. was not infinitely cheaper than to have in addi- 
tion zo, o men at the additional expence of 1, 200, oool. but 
it was unreaſonable to ſuppoſe that the King of Pruſſia would 
now lend us ſuch a body of troops, upon the ſame terms for 
which he agreed to furni them in conſequence of a defenſive 
war, for which he was to look to an equivalent aſſiſtance from 


his maritime allies, in caſe he mould be attacked. As to the 


other obſervations, he did not think it neceſſary to take up the 
time of the Houſe in anſwering them, as they had been already 
fully diſcuſſed in the Committee, and becauſe the objection to 
the meaſure was at preſent conſined to the expence merely, 
which, in his opinion, had been fully anſwered; he therefore 
concluded with declaring, that he ſhould give_his negative to 
The Houſe then divided: 
Rt For the amendment J2 
Againſt it = 82 
TY Majority 50 
The original reſolution was put and carried. -Adjourned, 
— 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Mowpay, May 5. 
FRENCH EMIGRANT VOLUNTEER BILL, | 

Lord Grenville having moved, “That the Bill for taking the 
* Emigrants into the Pay and Service of Great Britain, go into 
« aCommittee,” | 
The Earl of Lauderdale roſe, and made a few objections to 
the manner in which a Bill of ſo much importance had been 
hurried through the Houſe. For the preſent, his Lordſhip 
ſaid he would content himſelf with merely noticing the inde- 
cent precipitation with which the Bill had been hitherto con- 
ducted ; and thould reſerve himſelf to ſpeak at large on the 
merits of the Bill when he had heard miniſters deliver their 
ſentiments upon the ſubject, 1 
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Lord Grenville ſaid, that there had ſurely been ſufficient time 
fince the Bill had been in the Houſe for every Noble Lord to 
have made up his mind upon it: Had it been a meaſure in- 
treduced by him, he ſhould certainly have deemed it his 
duty to have explained its nature and principle; but it having 
come from the other Houſe, he did not confider himſelf as 

called upon ſo to do. Independent, however, of thoſe conſi- 
derations, the Bill had been printed for the inſpeCtion of their 
Lordſhips, and therefore he ſhould not take up their time, 
unleſs any objection ſhould be made to it which required a 
ſpecific anſwer. 
The Bill was then committed. | 
Lord Albemarle roſe, and ſaid, that, as the object of the 
Bill had not been explained nor its principle debated, he pre- 
ſumed he was not out of order in ſtating his objections to 
its principle and its contents, which he did upon three 
grounds; namely, as being unconſtitutional, inhuman, and 
impolitic. With reſpect to his firſt objection, his Lordſhip 
obſerved, that it was unconſtitutional to keep foreigners in 1 
Britiſh pay, and 1 to permit them to reſide in the 15 
body of the country, he believed no one would venture to * 
deny: It was ſo deemed undoubtedly upon the wiſeſt grounds | 
and the moſt prudent principles; for the ſecurity of the liber- 1 
ties and the conſtitution of this country. It was, indeed, Ft: 
provided by the Bill, that thoſe troops ſhould not proceed x 
above five miles from the ſea-coaſt ; ſuch a proviſion however, 1 
if they found themſelves inclined to break through, was too 
weak to prevent it; and as to the poſſibility of its effect, it 
was too childiſh to require an argument upon the ſubject. 
With regard to the inhumanity of the meaſure, that was too 
palpable for any Noble Lord to doubt, who reflected for one 
moment upon the circumſtances under which thoſe perſons 
would go into the field of battle. Their countrymen had 
already declared they were determined not to give quarter to 
any Frenchman that they ſhould take in arms againſt them; 
this was a threat which, it was well known, they had, in ſeveral 
inſtances, put in practice; was it not therefore inconſiſtent 
with every idea of humanity to call upon individuals thus 
ſituated to take part in a conteſt likely to prove ſo ſanguinary? 
Was it not a meaſure greatly tending to increaſe that fero- 
city which neceſſarily in ſome degree attended every ſpecies of 
| hoſtility, and that had particularly marked the progreſs of the 
preſent lamentable war? Was it not, in fa, a meaſure tending 
to augment the horrors of war, and to encourage the moſt 
cruel retaliation and barbarous vengeance ? As to his ob- 
Jjection to the Bill on the ground of its impolicy, it might, 
ee | his 
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his Lordſhip ſaid, be ſufficient to obſerve, that thoſe perſons 
had not emigrated from one and the ſame political principle, 
but had quitted their country from various motives, rendered 
different by the circumſtance of time and by the ſeveral changes 
that had occurred in the progreſs of the Revolution in France; 
and upon that account only, it was not to be expected that 


they would act with cordiality, or that any dependence was to 


be placed on a body of men who had in view ſuch a variety of 
objects. It might, his Lordſhip ſaid, alſo be aſked, whether, 
by uniting with theſe perſons, this country was to make theirs 
a comraon cauſe, and that we were to continue the proſecution 
of this ruinous war until thoſe unfortunate emigrants ſhould 
have full reſtoration of their property ? The object of the war 
was at preſent undefined 3 how long we were to continue 
in it, was yet a myſtery ; and the further we went on, the 


more were we involved in darkneſs as to the end in view. For 


theſe reaſons he ſhould certainly oppoſe the Bill. | 
Lord Hawkeſbury roſe in defence of the Bill, and explained 
its nature and principle. His Lordſhip expreſſed his aſtoniſh- 
ment at hearing the objections that had been urged againſt the 
Bill by the Noble Lord who had juſt fat down; but declared 
that, in his mind, thoſe objections had very little weight or im- 
portance. The Bill, his Lordſhip contended, was in its prin- 
ciple ſtrictly conſtitutional, and in its intention perſectly 


humane. In ſupport of his aſſertion, and in anſwer to the 


Noble Lord, he would refer the Houſe to a peruſal of the 
Bill itſelf, So far from any danger being to be apprehended 
from the operation of the Bill, by ſuch an introduction of 
foreigners as might be thought to endanger public liverty and 
to threaten the conſtitution, by the preſent Bill it was expreſsly 
| hems that not more than 5000 of the troops to be raiſed 
by virtue of it, ſhould be in this country at one time, and 

that even thoſe ſhould not be landed in Great Britain except 
in caſes of ſickneſs or neceſſity. If, however, ſuch neceſſity 
rendered it unavoidable to land them in this country, if ſickneſs 
compelled it, for the purpoſe of ſending them to Jerſey or Guern- 
ſey, the Bill in ſuch caſe ſpecified that they ſhould not be 
ſuffered to advance from the coaſt more than five miles into 
the country. With reſpect to the inhumanity of the meaſure, 
and the dreadful effects that the Noble Lord had deprecated as 
likely to reſult from it, his Lordſhip ſaid, that for his part he 
entertained no ſuch apprekenſions. As the unfortunate men 
who were the objects of this Bill never bore allegiance to the 
preſent exiſting government in France, but had quitted their 
country, the more decidedly to expreſs their diſapprobation of 
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entertain an idea that the circumſtance of their being embodied 
would be productive of ſavageneſs and barbarity. To the pre- 
ſent government of France, if an uſurpation and tyranny the 
moſt oppreſhve fo the individuals who reſided in the country, 
and the moſt dangerous to every neighbouring nation, and to 
the very exiſtence of civilized ſociety, might be honoured with 
the name of government, they owed no allegiance; for the 
treatment that the. Hugonots experienced from Louis XIV. 
was mild in compariſon. with the perſecution that they had ſuf- 
fered from it. Beſides, as to the probability of their being 
put to death, as the French upon no principle whatever could 
juſtify ſuch a line of conduct, he did not think the circum- 
itance by any means likely to occur. As to the third and laſt 
objection of the Noble Lord, namely, the impohey of the 
meaſure, as to its tendency to prolong the war, his Lordſhip 
declared, that he did not ſee how the war could be prolonged 
by enliſting thoſe men. On the contrary, as the war muſt. 
ceaſe as ſoon as the object of this country, namely, the de- 
ſtruction of the preſent ſyſtem of government in France, ſhould 
be accompliſhed, of courſe, by the aid of thoſe who mult na- 
turally be anxious to recover the property ſo unjuſtly wreſted 
from them, that end would be conſequently expedited. - His 
Lordſhip concluded with requeſting the Houſe to notice, that 
he defired it to be underſtood, that neither he nor his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters pledged themſelves to the eſtabliſhment of 
any ſpecific form of government whatever ; that was a ſubject 


{or future conſideration, and till the firſt object was obtained 


could not call for their deliberation. | 

The Earl of Thanet roſe, and ſpoke in oppoſition to the Bill: 
His Lordſhip declared that he was not a little ſurpriſed that the 
principle of humanity was urged in favour of a meaſure, which 
he was perſuaded would be productive of every ſpecies of bar- 


barity that ſavage vengeance could execute. His Lordſhip ob- 


ſerved that, by the principle of this Bill, his Majeſty was em- 
powered to enliſt as many foreigners as he thought proper : 
That the Commons, who held the purſe of the nation, ſhould 
have acquieſced in ſuch an alarming meaſure, had, he con- 
feſſed, conſiderably amazed him. The affairs of France formed 
at preſent a common topic of converſation; and it was well 
underſtood, that the Allies wiſhed to reftore the old and deteſt- 
able Monarchy in that country; and, by this Bill, the agents 
of that deſpotiſm were ſelected for the purpoſe of facilitating 
its reſtoration. This was a circumſtance that would render 
theſe unfortunate men abhorrent in the eyes of their couniry- 
men, and would excite that ferocity which his Noble Friend 


had deprecated. As to what had been ſaid of not ſuffering 
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them to march more than five miles into the country, that was 
no ſecurity at all; as they could, under the ſanction of this 
Bill, have poſſeſſion, not only of our fleet, but Portſmouth, 
and all our valuable military depots on the ſea-coaſt;z and in 
that caſe, where would be the liberties of the people ? where 
the conſtitution of the country ? 

The Earl of Lauderdale expreſſed his concern to hear the 
meaſure deſended by miniſters on the narrow ground of its 
being an act of charity merely. With reſpeCt to the Bill, it 
had his moſt hearty negative, in whatever point of view he re- 
garded it. That the war was proſecuted for the purpoſe of 
overturning the preſent exiſting government of France, was a 
fact, his Lordſhip remarked, that had been at laſt openly avowed, 
The Noble Lord, however, who had made that declaration, 
had ſaid, that miniſters had not fixed on giving the French 
any other in return: This, in his mind, was the moſt extra- 
ordinary mode of producing order and tranquillity that he had 
ever heard of. Thus had miniſters, aſter repeatedly ſhifting 
their ground, ventured at laſt to aſſert their ſpecific object; 
an object which was as ſingular, . ſtrange, and abſurd, as the 
former declarations that had proceeded from them. He was 


not ſurpriſed not to have heard the Noble Lord (Hawkeſkury) 


dwell upon the excellence of theſe troops, when he recollected 
what had been aſſerted on a former night, that the Pruſſian 
mercenaries were preferable to thoſe of various petty German 
Princes, amongſt whom there could be no harmony, and on 
whom, of courſe, there could be little, if any dependence. 
He, however, was of opinion, that it would have been much 
better to have applied to the Continent for troops, than to 
enliſt thoſe who muſt excite animoſity, and prolong the war, 
if the French were even diſpoſed to liſten to propoſitions of a 
pacific nature. Tlieſe men could not conſiſtently take the oath 
preſcribed, as many of them had taken the oath in France ad- 
miniſtered by the Conſtituent Aſſembly. Did the Noble Lord, 
he would aſk, ſuppoſe that the converſation in the Houſe that 
night could have any effect on, the conduct of the National 
Convention of France? With reſpect to thoſe unfortunate 
men, who was there that could promiſe ſecurity to them, if 
taken priſoners? As long as men were influenced by their 
paſſions and intereſt, thoſe men, many of whom compoſed the 
nobles of that country, could not hope for favour, or enter- 
tain a proſpect of reconciliation. With regard to the ſtate of 
France at this moment, every man who remained in France 
was in a better ſituation, and had better proſpects than he had 
before the Revolution ; and they muſt look upon thoſe Emi- 


grants with a jealous eye, of whole lands they were in polls 
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ſon, if they attempted to engage in the war againſt their 
country, and to regain the property of which they had been 
diveſted. IH | 1 3 

Another queſtion deſerving of conſideration preſented itſelf 
to their view; a queſtion which he by no means conceived an 
abſtract principle: And this was, the ſentiments our troops 
were likely to imbibe; by ſerving in conjunction with men poſ= 


ſeſſing thoſe deſpotic principles, ſo repugnant to the feelings 


of freemen, and the notions of libefty that Britons enter- 
tained, However much had been ſaid in reprobation of 
France, and of, the Jacobin clubs in that country, Governs 


ment ſhould reflect, that it had recourſe to clubs to ſupport its 


own meaſures; and in the Alien Bill, the French Finance Bill, 
and others, they had condeſcended to imitate the conduct of 


thoſe whom they ſo ſtrongly teprehended, and ſo violently 


abuſed. He ſhould, for thefe reaſons, object to the preſent Bill; he 
!hould objeCt to every meaſure that tended to render that war 
more ferocious than it is; and convinced he was that the lan- 


guage of the Noble Lord, who d $lared that miniſters had it 


for their object to overturn the preſent government of France, 
was calculated to make the people of that country more 
unanimous in profecuting the war than it was even at the pre- 
ext period. | ; | | 

Lord Auckland ſaid; that the principal objections made by the 
Noble Earl (Lauderdale) to the Bill, feemed to be, iſt, That 
it carries with it an implication that we are making common 
cauſe with thoſe who have exiletl themſelves 2 their coun- 
try: 2d, That it will add to the ferociouſneſs and cruelty al- 
icady too prevalent in the war: 3d, That it will tend to pro- 
'ong the war, by purporting to deſtroy the government now 
exiting in France. a | 3 c 

Jo all theſe objectiꝰns, thus generally ſtated, it might perhaps 
be ſufficient to give this general anſwer, that we are engaged in 4 
war of defence and ſelf- preſetvation; and that the meaſure in 
queflion is conſiſtent with the laws of war and the rights of na- 
tions, and has a tendency to promote out ſucceſs in a juſt cauſe, 
le would however diſcuſs the ſubject more particularly. And, 
lirſt, with reſpect to our making common cauſe withthat unfortu- 
nate multitude which had been driven from their families, their 
fortunes, and their country; would it not be evidently deſirable 
'v give arms and employment to perſons who have an intereſt 
the war, if not precitely the ſame as ours, at leaſt conform- 
e to ours? They are ſeeking to re-eſtabliſh a regular ge- 
"ment in France, in order to recover and repoſſeſs their 
ehts and properties; we are ſeeking to re-eſtabliſh a regular 
ernment in France, in order to reſtore peace and tranquil- 
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lity to Europe; in other words, in order to retain our rights 
and properties. | | | 

Suppoſe for a moment that the perſons who are the objects 
of this Bill were not French, but individuals of other nations, 
| bred up to arms, and willing to ſerve for moderate pay, during 
the war in which we are involved; would it not, in reſpect to 
ſuch perſons, be an evident object of political economy, an 
eſſicient meaſure of war, to put arms into their hands, and to 
bring them into action in order to preſerve our own population 
by employing foreigners, and to have the aid of diſciplined 
troops inſtead of forming new levies ? | 

How then 1s the caſe varied by theſe perſons being natives 
of France? robbed of their property, and forced from their 
country, have they not a right by the law of nature and of 
nations to join us? and have we not the beſt pledge of the ſin- 
cerity and good faith with which they will ſerve in reducing 
that tyrannical faction, which has ruined them, and which 
menaces deſtruction to every power in Europe? | 

If it would be expedient and juſtifiable to have availed our- 
ſelves of the ſervices of French who have not emigrated, ſuch, 
for example, as the Royaliſts in Poitou and Britanny, and other 
French provinces ; it would ſurely be equally juſtifiable, and 
perhaps equally expedient, to employ perſons who have been 
driven from thoſe provinces. The Noble Earl had objected to 
them that they might difter in their opinions; it might be ſo; 
their political principles may vary, but they will all coincide in 
demoliſhing the Jacobin tyranny. 

In anſwer to the objection that the Bill will add to the fero- 
ciouſneſs and cruelty of the war, it might with truth be ſaid, 
that the barbariry of the regicide armies is already ſuch, that it 

cannot be increaſed. But if it was meant to ſay that the per- 

ſons to be employed under this Bill would, when priſoners of 
war, be murdetied by their countrymen, that aſſertion may un- 
| happily be true. The ſervice, however, will be voluntary: It 
will be the choice, the honourable choice of the emigrants to 
expoſe themſelves to the riſk from motives of loyalty to their 
ſovereign, from ſentiments of affection to their country, and 
from attachment to their religion. He would not enter into 
the queſtion of retaliation, becauſe he thought it utterly im- 
proper to be agitated in Parliament. : 15 

It remained only to ſay a few words on the Noble Earl's ob- 
jection to the meaſure as purporting to deſtroy the government 
now exiſting in France. There ſeemed to be a fallacy in the 

expreſlion; we are not feeking to deſtroy a government, but 
only a mad, malignant, and calamitous principle, fatal in all 


its movements to the independence of other nations, fatal in 
a | "7 


May 5 


its ter 
could 
and en 
ſtroye 
the Fr 
that ir 
It is n. 
the an 
the Er 
murde 
ſafety 

Lor 


freque 


It was 
France 
fectioi 
was at 
proſpe 
emploi 
poſt b 
the ſci 
man ce 
cency, 
would 
underſ 

The 


When 


. equally 


matter 
been 1 
would 

ward, 
its ſuce 
attemp 
cult taſ 
the cha 
tion. 
a meaſi 
though 


People 


to hear 
part, h 
and inh 
ſanguin 
accord 
iword © 


May 5.) WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 447 


its tendency to all civil liberty, preſent and to come. He 
could not give the name of government to a {tate of univerſal 


and everlaſting anarchy and war: Such a ſtate ought to be de-- 


ſtroyed : Its deſtruction would not affect the independence of 
the French people; on the contrary, it would reſtore to them 
that independence uader the want of which they are groaning. 
ſt is not true, that in doing this we pledge ourſelves to reſtore 
the ancient Monarchy; we pledge ourſelves only to employ 
the Emigrants to aſſiſt us in diſperſing a band of thieves and 
murderers, whoſe exiſtence is become incompatible with the 
ſafety and happineſs of the human race. 
Lord Auckland concluded by apologizing for recurring ſo 
frequently to this ſubject, and with expreſſions of acrimony. 
It was impoſſible for him to forget that he had ſeen much of 
France under a government which certainly had great imper- 
fections, great abuſes, and great faults; but under which there 
was at leaſt ſome degree of real liberty, and great individual 
proſperity. He now ſaw one part of that diſtreſſed country 
employed in robbing and murdering the other part. Every 
poſt brought a long and bloody liſt of new maſſacres: And 
the ſcene was come to that extreme of horror, that if any 
man could now ſpeak of the French Revolution with compla- 
cency, with indifference, or even without indignation, he 
would ſay of that man, that he mult poſſeſs either a diſordered 
underitanding, or a depraved heart. | 
The Duke of Bedford argued very forcibly againſt the Bill. 
When he firft peruſed the Bill, his Grace declared that he was 


equally aſtoniſhed at the principle of it, and at the ſubject 


matter that it contained. Surpriſed as he had been, he had 
been led to imagine, that ſome Member of Adminiſtration 
would have ſtated to him the reaſon why it was brought for- 
ward, and had explained the expeCtations they had formed of 
its ſucceſs. The Noble Lord who had juſt fat down, had not 
attempted to defend the meaſure, for that indeed were a diffi- 
cult taſk, but had contented himſelf with animadverting on 
the character of Robeſpierre and the conduct of the Conven- 
tion. He was, his Grace ſaid, aware that the preſent was not 
a meaſure of the Noble Lord's, but of Adminiſtration: He 
thought therefore they ſhould explain their motives to the 
People and to their Lordſhips. He was ſurpriſed, he owned, 
to hear the Bill defended on the grounds of humanity ; for his 
part, he conſidered it to be of a tendency the moſt barbarous 
and inhuman, In his opinion, it would give rife to every thing 
ſanguinary and crue!:. Nothing would be left to be- decided 


a-cording to eircumſtances, bur it abandoned our troops to the 


ſword of the enemy; and no man could ſee to what length re- 
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taliation might de carried. He fore ſaw, and was perfectly con- 


yinced, that if theſe unfortunate men ſhould be taken priſoners, 
ans would inevitably be put to death, and that in a manner 

perhaps the moſt barbarous. Theſe unhappy men, his Grace 
obſerved, were left no alternative; for, if they did not enliſt, 
they could not ſhew their face, or lift up their head, in ſo- 
ciety; there was no medium between honour and diſhonour, 
Driven, as by theſe means they might be, to diſtraction, he 
ſhould not, generally ſpeaking, be ſurpriſed, if ſeveral were to 
act treacheroully to thoſe, who had, under the maſk of huma- 
nity, forced them to fight againſt their enraged countrymen, It 
would, he thought, have behoved miniſters, and it would do 
more honour to the Britiſh name, have provided for theſe 
unfortunate men in any other way, than that deviſed by the 
Bill in queſtzon. Oppoſition, he obſerved, had been aſperſed 
by Miniſtry ; they had charged them with accuſing them of 
changing, as circumſtances required, their declarations of the 
Cauſes that induced them to go to war. That accuſation, how- 
ever, he pronounced to be juſt. His Grace, in ſupport of his 
obſervation, remarked that, in the firſt inſtance, miniſters had 
declared that it was a war of defence purely. They had next 
declared, that they did not intend to interfere with the internal 
government of France; but their declared object at preſent was 
to overturn the preſent exiſting ſyſtem in that country. For 
his part, while he admired the ingenuity manifeſted by the 
Noble Lords (Hawkeſbury and Auckland), he could not ſee the 
difference between interfering and annihilating; it was a di 
tinction too nice for his perception to obſerve. If it were 


contended that the attempt to annihilate was not to interfere, | 


it was a pitiful quibble, which could not, in his idea, make 
the leaſt impreſſion on their Lordſhips? minds. From what had 
fallen from the ſeryants of his Majeſty, it was a fair concluſion 
ro draw, that this ſmall iſland, ſmall comparatively ſpeaking 
to France, was to exterminate twenty-four millions of people, 
or elſe overturn their government, under which they exiſted; 
For government it muſt be pronounced, as it was accepted as 
ſuch by the majority of the people; and therefore he did not 
conceive that any one man, or body of men, in this country, 
had a right to preſume to dictate to a whole nation the ſort of 
government that might by them be deemed proper. He had 
heard it mentioned, that if Robeſpierre, for inſtance, was 
dead, or out of power, a great change might be looked for in 
the affairs of France; he confeſſed he did not fall in with ſuch 


expectations; they ſeemed to him immaterial : He entertained | 


too good an opinion of mankind in general, to imagine that 


one man was fo much ſuperior to the reſt, as to be able to dlic- 
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tate, by his will and pleaſure, to millions, that which of them- 
ſelves they did not approve, and that too in the conduct of a 
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war in which they were all ſo immediately concerned, and in „ 
the ſucceſs of which they were ſo materially intereſted. In 1 
the caſe of a prince acting upon hercditary rights and authori- +7 
ties, ſomething of that nature might poſſibly happen; in the 49 
caſe, however, of a republic, ſuch as France at preſent was, 3 
nothing of the kind was likely to occur. From the conduct 1 2 
of theſe Emigrants, he ſaw no great encouragement to truſt TY 
them much: Had they not deſerted their King in the hour of 170 
diſtreſs and the moment of danger, poſſibly their late unfortu- 715 
nate Monarch might have been on the drone at this hour. FI, 
Theſe perſons mighteventually have ſome inclinationto betray us. [1 


In that point of view, therefore, the Bill was improper. Their fe- 25 
rocioulneſs againſt thoſe whom they deteſted as uſurpers, muſt 
tend to contaminate all aſſociation, and to mould the character 
and diſpoſition of the Britiſh ſoldier after ſo bad an example; 
for the ſoldiers of a free country, therefore, he did not think 
them fit companions. His Grace ſaid, he had heard the French 
abuſed for their ferociouſneſs; if that were true, where was 
the wiſdom of the preſent meaſure ? That many acts of great 
barbarity were committed in France, was perfectly true ; but 
to whom were thoſe acts of barbarity to be aſcribed ? To the 
French? No; thoſe enormities were to be attributed to their 
combined enemies, who had hunted them like wild beaſts, 
and had driven them, from ſtage to itage, to madneſs and de- 
ſperation 5 and he was ſorry to ſay, that he had heard ſpeeches 
fully as ferocious and ſanguinary as any of thoſe ſaid to have 
been uttered in the Convention; he had heard this war called 
a war of extermination ; this appeared to him to be as unwiſe 
as it was unjuſt and indiſcreet. His Grace concluded a well- 
arranged, peripicuous, and argumentative ſpeech, with ob- 
ſerving, than unleſs much better reaſons than he had yet heard 
were urged in favour of the Bill, he ſhould be under the nee 
ceility of retaining his opinion of the nhumanity and impolicy 
of the meaſure. + | 
The Earl of Mansfield began a very able ſpeech by declaring, 
that there was no ſtatute, nor any writer upon the law of _ 
nations, which forbade the interference of one country in 
time of war, with the internal regulations of another nation 
the whole body of ancient hiſtory, his Lordſhip. contended, 7 
clearly eſtabliſhed the contrary propoſition. Such then being bf 
the fact on that point, it was natural next to turn to the object 4 
ok the war; that object was clearly, as far as he underitood 15 
it, to check and overturn that murderous and tyrannical meg 
{y!{tem, that threatened the overturning of every W 
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of every ſpecies of order, and of every ſocial tie, in every part 
of Europe. | 


The Jacobins in France, his Lordſhip obſerved, had avowed 
that to be the principle upon which they acted ; they had de- 
precated all other forms of government, had decreed a deter- 
mination to deſtroy them, and promiſed proteCtion to all 
Juch as ſhould be led away by the mad doctrines of the Rights 
of Man. With perſons of this deſcription, it was impoſſible 

to look forward ſor peace, at leaſt with the ſmalleſt degree of 
ſecurity for the preſervation of it. Thoſe Jacobins were well 
aware that their own ſafety and continuance in power, de- 
pended on their keeping on the war, inaſmuch as that enabled 
them to continue their horrid butcheries and the deſtruction 
of each other, He had heard it argued, that twenty-four millions 
of people were attached to this (as it was ſometimes called) 
Conſtitution ; of that fact, however, he very much doubted 
and rather believed that moſt of them were obliged to appear 
ſo, through fear of conſequences too dreadful to be deſcribed. 


Suppoſing, however, a number of the multitude were in its 


favour, it only proved the juſtneſs of Antony's remark to 
Octavius; who, ſpeaking of the inſtability and uncertainty of 
popular opinion, ſaid, . Obſerve the man who was yeſterday 
the idol of the people; ſee him to-day, the outcaſt of the 
world; ſuch is the fate of him who ſeeks popularity! Who 
builds on that, builds on a rock of ſand, and will ſoon find 
he has no ſoundation.” But why, continued his Lordſhip, 
ſhould we refer to ancient times, when, even in France, we 
ſee the favourite tyrant of one day make way with his blood 
for another popular ſucceſſor? Briſſot and his faction were 
ſoon followed by Danton and his adherents; and what doubt 
can there be that it will be long before Robeſpierre and his 
crew will alſo meet with the reward of their infamy? The 
neceſſity of overturning and deſtroying ſuch a ſyſtem of hor- 
ror, murder, and villainy, as that which has ſo long diſtraQed 
that unfortunate country, was a queſtion on which no man 
could doubt; our own exiſtence, as a flouriſhing and happy 
country, depended upon that event; every meaſure, therefore, 
that tended tp carry on the war with moſt vigour, and by that 
means accompliſh that defirable end, ſhould have his hearty 
ſupport. Of that deſcription, his Lordſhip faid, was the mea- 
ſure of putting arms into the hands of thoſe unfortunate gen- 
tlemen ; for they, of all men, were the moſt concerned in the 
re-eſtabliſhment of order and good government. Of their faith 
and honour he entertained not the ſmalleſt doubt; and for 
the whole of theſe reaſons his Lordſhip declared himſelf a 
friend to this Bill, and ſaid he had for ſome time looked for. 
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ward to ſuch a meaſure with no ſmall degree of expectation 
and anxiety. WARS 
The Marquis of Lanſdown commenced a ſpeech of conſider- 
able length and much argument, by expreſſing, in pointed 
and ſevere terms, his entire diſapprobation of the Bill before 
their Lordſhips, and of the whole ſyſtem upon which the Bill 
was founded. The Marquis maintained it, that the impolicy 
of the meaſure altogether was obvious, and that the inhuma- 
nity of it was without precedent or example. Miniſters, his 
Lordſhip obſerved, affected to fay, that if any of theſe emi- 
grants were taken and executed, we ſhould retaliate and exe- 
cute the priſoners we might take captive : That, however, was 
a procedure which, he was perſuaded, they dared not attempt 
to carry into execution. Did they ſuppoſe that all the families 
in this country would hear, for an inſtant, of a practice, by 
which ſo many of their neareſt relatives and deareſt friends 
would be ſacrificed ? If ſuch a practice was to be attempted, 
miniſters would be dragged out of their beds at midnight. 
Such a practice had been talked of during the American war, 
and the effect of even that was quite enough to enable us to 
{ee the danger of attempting to adopt a ſyſtem ſo barbarous 
and abominable. That the meaſure itſelf, in his opinion, was 
entirely unconſtitutional, he did not feel the ſmalleſt heſitation 
to declare. If, obſerved the Marquis, there was any one 
fundamental aſſurance for the ſecurity of the liberties and con- 
ſtitution of this country, it was to be found in that jealouſy 
which ſo wiſely exiſted with regard to ſfanding armies : If, then, 


there was any cauſe to be jealous of a ſtanding army of our 


own countrymen, how much more reaſon was there to be 
jealous of one compoled of Frenchmen ! and if of Frenchmen, 
how much more of that which was formed of Papiſts; of 
men who not only were bred in habits of thinking on political 


ſubjes, ſo differently from Engliſhmen, but whoſe profeſſion. 
of religious faith was ſo materially different alſo ? He objected 


to no man merely on account of his religion, for he was a 
friend to toleration; but on a queſtion like this, he muſt look 
at them in a body, Was ſuch a thing ever thought of before? 
What would King William, or the Parliament of that day, 
have thought of a miriſter who ſhould have dared to have ſug- 
geſted ſuch an idea? At that time, indeed, and before and 
after that time, this country was uſing..every means to curb 


the ambitious ſpirit of the Houſe of Bourbon; however, ſo 


much had things now changed, that we were become Quixotes 
in the reſtoration of a branch of that family which we had fo 
much dreaded and ſo juſtly execrated ! If, however, he had 
deen rightly informed, theſe emigrants, his Lordſhip ſaid, 
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were not ſo very fond of the Bill as we were taught to believe, 


and it would be found that very few would be inclined to join 
in the enterprife, unleſs they were preſented with commiſſions, 


nflamed with an idea that when thoſe Nobleſſe returned, 


they would find numbers of followers atnong their former 
dependents; the ſanguinary minds of ſome, however, had 
ſurmounted that obſtacle. But could the good ſenſe of the 
Houſe conſider it probable that thoſe Nobleſſe would find fol- 
lowers among their former dependents? What! was it likely 
that men, who had ſuffered ſo much; and were ſo oppreſſed by 
the ancient government of France, ſhould, on the appearance 
of theſe unfortunate men, in an inſtant forget what they had 
been fighting for, and fly with rapture, and entreat for the 
reſtoration of the feudal ſyſtem ? With pleaſure give up their 
guns to thoſe Lords, whom they knew, if that ſyſtem was 
reſtored, would 9 them in ſhooting any one who ſhould 
even deſtroy a hare : Excluſive, however, of this, there was 


another ſtrong reaſon why they would not meet with that 


candid reception, namely, becauſe their eſtates had found new 
poſſeſſors, who, it was natural to ſuppoſe, would not be very 
readily inclined to reſign them to thoſe to whom they at one 
period belonged. Thus then it did not appear to him that the 
plan promiſed to be attended with any material advantage; it 
was the more, therefore, to be objected to, from the ſpecies 
of inhumanity with which it was accompanied ; for it was idle 
to ſpeak of what their fate would be, if taken, as a matter of 
doubt, for the fact was notorious to every one. Had it not, 
his Lordſhip aſked, already happened, that when the Prul- 
fans, in treating for an exchange of priſoners, had propoſed 
to include the emigrants,. that propofition had been perempto- 
rily rejected? And were not the recent declarations of the 
French republic equally well known? A noble Lord had, 
indeed, declared he was not prepared to ſpeak with reſpect to 
retaliation; in his opinion, however, it was not even a queſ- 
tionz for what man in this country; unleſs, indeed, he was 
deſtitute of the common feelings of humanity and the ties of 
parental affection, would ſuffer his fon to Ju that army which 
was to be ſubject to a hazard fo horrible 5 

It was, the Marquis obſerved, now admitted that the object 
of the war was entirely changed; and that we were not en- 
gaged for eſtibliſhing any form of government, but folely to 
overturn that which did exiſt; and this upon the ground o 
the horrid exceſſes that had been committed; exceſſes, indeed, 
which every man muſt lament. In his opinion, however, 


much of the blood that had flowed in France, was to be attit- 


buted to the conduct of the allies: They might, in a great 


meaſrre, 
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meaſure, be ſaid to be the cauſe of the carnage, though ochers 
had produced the ſhocking effect. 

He feared both ſides had too ſtrongly made up their minds 
upon the ſubject, to be convinced by any facts that could be 
adduced, or by any arguments that could be offered by the 
others; it remained, therefore, for time alone to prove whoſe 
principles were beſt calculated to benefit their country; whe- 
ther the principles of thoſe who acted with him, and wiſhed 
for the reſtoration of peace, or of thoſe who ſupported the 
continuance of a war ſo deſtructive. It ſhould, however, be 
remembered, that, from their numbers, it was not one or two 
defeats that would conquer the French ; but if the allies were 
once beat, he knew not how they would rally again; and ſurely 
the conſequences of that were worthy ſome conſideration. In 
the courſe of his ſpeech, the Marquis ſtated the anecdote of a 
friend of his, who, in conſequence of his politics, was well 
received every where but on his own eſtate; and took occaſion 
to compliment his Grace of Bedford upon the ability, arrange- 
ment, and conſtitutional argument that he had diſplayed in the 
delivery of his reaſoning. | 

The Earl of Caernarvon ſaid, that the meaſure now under 
their Lordſhips' conſideration had been chiefly objected to, as 
changing the object of the war, from the plauſible motives of 
reſiſting the encroachments of France on the rights of their 
neighbours, to an avowed intention of reſtoring the monarchy, 
by the overthrow of the ruling government of France. The 
Noble Earl (Lauderdale) aſſerts, that the Bill under conſidera- 
tion avows the intention of reviving the ancient deſpotiſm of 
that country in its full rigour, as appears by the terms of the 
Bill; which limit the deſcription of emigrants to be employed, 
to ſuch who had been ſubjects of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, 
and conſequently exclude (according to the Noble Earl) thoſe 
who had acknowledged the conſtitution accepted by the King 
of the French. He likewiſe reproaches the meaſure with inhu- 
manity, in inducing men, whoſe honour compels them to ac- 
cept the ſummons, to engage in a conteſt, where a cruel death 
awaits their captivity, if they ſhould eſcape the dangers of the 
field, The objection which the Noble Earl draws from the 
terms the ſubjefs of his Moft Chriſtian Majeſty, ſeems to be. 
groundleſs, for the phraſe is certainly the moſt comprehenſive 
that could have been uſed ; it includes perſons of all deſcrip- 
tions, who, at any time, had been ſubjects of his Moſt Chriſ- 
tian Majeſty; Robeſpierre himſelf would not be excluded by 


theſe words. I confeſs I do not comprehend the imputed in- 


humanity of employing (whatever may be the riſk) thoſe who 
ſolicit an opportunity, of reſcuing their oppreſſed country. 
Does the Noble Earl really think, that there 1s a ſingle emigrant 
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who will not bleſs the hand that arms him againſt the aſſaſſins 


of his parent, child, or friend? that gives him hopes of con- 
tributing, at any riſk, to reſtore good order and happineſs to 
his bleeding country, and peace and ſecurity to Europe? Who 
would decline this duty, from the additional danger which the 
barbarity of their ſavage enemies adds to the common horrors 
of war? The Noble Earl alſo dreads the bad example which 
this ſcene of civil conteſt may give to the Britiſh ſoldier, who 
will (he thinks) be habituated to fight the cauſe of deſpotiſm, 
and point his ſword againſt the eſtabliſhment of liberty: This 
apprehenſion certainly need not alarm the Noble Earl; if the 
Britiſh ſoldiery ſhould draw a leflon from the ſcenes they will 
have before their eyes, it will be by contemplating with indig- 
nation the horrid cruelties which follow the overthrow of an 
eſtabliſhed government; they will ſee that tyranny is not the 
neceſſary appendage of government; that it is the conſtant 
companion of anarchy; they will learn to reſiſt it, though it 
ſhould preſent itſelf under the aſſumed title of Equality, and 
the Rights of Man; they will not feel that they employ their 
courage againſt the cauſe of liberty, but in oppoſition to the 
moſt unrelenting tyranny that ever oppreſſed an afflicted 
nation. The Noble Marquis who ſpoke laſt ſtates an addi- 
tional apprehenſion which he entertains, namely, that it is the 
intention of his Majeſty's miniſters to carry on the war, for 
the purpoſe of collecting the rents of the emigrants, and to 
re-eſtabliſh the laws for the preſervation of game, and all the 
ancient rights of game-keepers in France; if he does not mean 
this, I am at a loſs to comprehend a great part of his ſpeech, 
I condole, however, with the Noble Marquis for the awkward 
ſituation of his friend, who, as he informs us, is well received 
every-where but upon his own eſtate; it is certainly peculiarly 
_ unfortunate for his friend; though I ſhould hope the public 
intereſt is not much involved in this domeſtic misfortune : I 
apprehend the caſe is not very common, and can have ariſen 
only from ſome difference of opinion between him and his 
tenantry and neighbours, from which the country at large 
may not derive any inconvenience; ſuch difference of ſenti- 
ment will ſometimes happen. I have lately been preſent at a 
county meeting, almoſt at the door of the Noble Marquis, 
and could not help remarking that no ſmall difference of opi- 
nionſubſiſted between him and his neighbours, for I was not able 
there to trace a ſingle ſentiment that bore the leaſt reſemblance 
or analogy to thoſe opinions which we daily hear from the 


Noble Marquis in this Houſe. The Noble Marquis may, there- - 


fore, without any imputation on him, find himſelf in the ſame 
predicament as his unfortunate friend, and yet the public in- 


tereſt may ſuffer no diſadvantage from this difference of ſenti- 
| | | ment. 
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ment. The objection which has been moſtgrelied upon, is, 
that the war changes its object : I will not take up your Lord- 
ſhips time in arguing that to change the object of a war is 
not of itſelf objectionable; that it may, in its progreſs, be 
wiſe and politic, and perhaps inevitable, to do ſo; and from 
circumſtances alone, it can be wrong; becauſe, in fact, no 
ſuch change of object has taken place: And on this I muſt 
trouble your Lordſhips with a few words, though at the riſk 
of repeating arguments fundamentally the ſame, and ſo often 
oppoſed to ſimilar objeCtions, in this beaten track of decided 
topics. The object of the war is preciſely the ſame, namely, 
eace, and ſecurity for peace; and if it cannot be obtained 
under the preſent rulers of France, to ſeek it by deſtroying 
that rule, in any way moſt likely to effect it; if by the reſto- 
ration of monarchy it is moſt likely to obtain that deſirable 
end, to aim at that reſtoration; in ſhort, to take the moſt 
effectual ſteps to procure that great object, a ſecure peace. 
The means of conducting the war may and muſt change with 
circumſtances ; but do not, therefore, imply a change in that 
approved object of the war. The difference between the 
Noble Lords who oppoſe, and thoſe who ſupport, this mea- 
ſure, appears to me to reſt only in the practicability or im- 
practicability of a ſecure peace; for I do not apprehend that if 
they agreed with me that a ſafe peace was impracticable, under 
the exiſting government of France, and that the freedom and 
independence of the Conſtitution of this country was incom- 
patible with it; that they would heſitate to employ the mili- 
tary {kill of Pruſſia, or to arm the hand of the emigrants, 
azainſt the common enemy of all order and government. 
The Noble Earl is too ſound a reaſoner to argue as he does on 
ſuch an admiſſion. It would therefore be politic to employ 
thoſe perſons, whoſe deareſt intereſts are the pledges of their 
zeal and fidelity, if the object ſought by their ſervice is a wiſe 
and neceſſary object; and this brings us again in that circle of 
reaſoning to the ſtale though important queſtion of the neceſ- 
ſity of the war. The war was begun by France, on principles 
inherent and interwoven with the texture of their preſent 
government. He often cited decrees which prove that the 
uſurpers of power in France, without pretence of injuries 
received from their neighbours, declared, that their right of 
interference in the government of other nations drew its ſource 
from the vital principles of their revolution : The Rights of 
Man, the Laws of Nature, and the ſacred Right of Inſurrec- 
tion, are all principles which, they ſay, they have ſworn to 
maintain according to their ſenſe of them; and under colour 
ef this conſtitutional duty, which they had impoſed on them- 
| "SR ſelves, 
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ſelves, they juſtified the aggreſſion of the Scheldt, and threat- 
ened what they called the tyrannies of Europe. Fraternity, 
with the inſurgents of other nations, became the war- whoop of 
theſe civilized ſavages. The term of civilization 1s certainly 
profaned in its application to theſe monſters of inhumanity; the 
annals of rhe civilized world do not produce tuch unrelenting 
barbarity, ſuch uſeleſs ſcenes of blood and tyranny ; the Spaniſh 
hiſtory of Mexico, the horrors of their own St. Bartholeme, are 
paſſages of common and ordinary calamity, when compared 
with thoſe ſcenes of complicated cruelty and more than ſavage 
barbarity, with horrors, which, though true, exceed belief; 
and appear rather as a bloody dream, than the daily occur. 
rences of a world, in which we live and breathe. Will it be 
ſaid, that, notwithitanding theſe domeſtic ſcenes may excite a 
pang in every feeling heart, it is of no concern to us as a na- 
tion? Surely, if theſe are the bleſſings attached to the Rights 
of Man; if theſe are the effects which flow from the Laws of 
Nature, as they define them, and as they have ſworn to main- 
tain them; if this 1s the happineſs which is to be the ſubſtitute 
for the Conſtitution we enjoy, and which Barrere terms in- 
fernal, when he calls upon us to ſurrender it as the only price 
of peace, indignation 1s as much provoked by our intereſt as 
our feelings. Briſſot has told you that the revolution of France 
could not ſubſiſt unleſs the tranquillity of every other country 
was diſturbed. Barrere tells you the price of peace. Is not 
this ſuflicient to perſuade us that the ſecurity, the peace, and 
perl.aps the exiſtence, of Great Britain, depends upon the 
deſ:ruftion of the government (if it can be called a govern- 
ment) of France? They do not with for peace; foreign war 
is abſolutely nec: Firy to the popular rulers of Paris. When 
they had overturned all order and government; when they had 
baniſhed the rich, plundered and diſſipated their wealth; when, 
in the convulſion, commerce and induſtry had fled ; the au- 
thors of this awful ruin ſaw twenty-four millions of reformers 
out of employment; they had no means of giving food and 
occupation to this numerous hoſt of beggarty kings (whom 
they had called to the {. vereignty, and who continued to flow to 
Paris, from Marſcilles and from other ſeminaries of ſedition 
in that convulſed country), but by pointing their fury againſt 
the peace and tranquillity of neighbouring ſtates: They had no 
means of averting the danger which menaced the revolution 
itſelf, and its authors, from the intemperate zeal of its own 
inſtruments, than by extending the field of action, and giving 
ampler ſcope to the ſpirit of innovation, and direCting the 
torrent which had overturned all order and all government in 


France, into a channel where it might vent itſelf on the terri- 
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tories of its neighbours; they found, that wars, and conteonont 
rumours of plots, well managed, would ſeep the turbulent 
ſpirits in employment, aud the peaceful Citpolitions from lei- 
ſure to reflect on their ſituation; real war and pretended plots 
became the apology for exiſting tyranny and plunderz they 
gave to murder and confilcation, the confidence and tone of 
juſtice. Can any man really be perfuaded, that Rub. ſpierre, 
the preſent ſovereign of France, wiſhes for peace? Can he 
wiſh to ſee 3 or 400,000 lawlefs foldiers, with arms in their 
hands and the Rights of Man in their mouths, turn their 
attention to the affairs of government at home, and ſcrutinize 
his conduct and eſtimate his patrictiſm? Is the guillotine 
government ſo deeply rooted in the affections of the people 
as to give no pretence to the reforming ambition of diſbanded 
ſoldiers, proud of their acknowledged ſovereignty? The ruling 
faction of Paris know that their government cannot ſtand the 
teſt of peace. My hopes of peace, therefore, muſt be placed 
in the deſtruction of the tyranny which oppreſſes that unhappy 
country, and threatens the ſecurity of Great Britain; I can- 
not, therefore, diſapprove of this meaſure, which 1s calculated 


to gie us every advantage againſt a dangerous enemy, and to 


afford us the aſſiſtance of men, whoſe courage, zeal, and 
fidelity, it is impoſſible to doubt. 


Earl Stanhope. previous to an intimation which he had to give 


to their Lordihips, took notice of the manner in which the 
grounds of the preſent war had, from time to time, heen 
ſhifted, ſo that it was now in fact impoſſible to conjecture 
what in reality was the object of hoſtilities. His Lordſhip 
quoted the King's Speech in January 1792, a period long 
after the Jacobin ſyſtem was triumphant in France, ſtating 
that this country had ſuch aſſurance of tranquillity, as to make 
it adviſable for us, not to increaſe our naval and military eſta- 
bliſhment. This proved, his Lordſhip contended, that mi- 
niſters did not then ſee the Jacobin ſyſtem, dangerous as they 
has ſince affected to deem it. A Noble Lord had abuſed the 


Rights of Man, and had pretended to trace from them all the 


misforrunes Which have deluged France. For his part, his 
Lordſhip declared, he could never fit ſtill and hear the Rights 
of Man attempted to be degraded and lefſened in the opinion 
of mankind, without entering his proteſt againſt ſuch a pro- 
ceeding; for where the Rights of Man were ridiculed and 
diſregarded, there liberty muſt ſoon ceaſe to exiſt. In his idea 
Man was born with certain rights and privileges; as for exam- 
ple, the right of equal juſtice, and the rights of liberty and 
property, and theſe he profeſſed he ſhould ever endeavour to 
maintain, His Lordſhip then took notice of the general decla- 
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mation that had been employed, in deſcribing the wretched. 
neſs of the maſs of the people of France; and contended, that 
the whole of that deſcription was unfounded in fact; for that 
he had reaſon to be ſatisfied, that, the frontiers and a few in- 
ternal! places excepted, France, with regard to the maſs of its 
people, was the happieſt country in Europe, and that its 
natives were the moſt unanimous and cordial in ſupport of the 
meaſures of their government, eſpecially that of the proſecu- 
tion of the war. It could not, indeed, be otherwiſe, for the 
peaſants paid no taxes; the expences of the war were borne by 
ariſtocrats, defrayed out of the royal domains, and the conſiſ- 
cated property of the clergy and the emigrants; and as a proof 
of their happineſs, his Lordihip referred to the various enthuſi- 


altic expreſſions of attachment to the republic made by the 


wounded in the hoſpitals. In the courſe of -his argument his 
Lordſhip ſtated a fact, rather curious in itſelf, and ſtrongly 
characteriſtic of the enthuſiaſtic temper of the people. It was 
this: Within a very recent period, between 12 and 15,000 of 
them had been taken priſoners, and were marching through 
Vienna to the place of their deſtination. In the courſe of their 
march, it ſo happened that a boy was playing with a red cap upon 
a ſtick. This incident reminded them of what they called the 
Tree of Liberty, when initantly, like an electric ſhock as it were, 
they unanimouſly ſhouted, © Long live the Republic, one and 
indivifible! Long live the French Republic!“ If it were pretended 
that thoſe people were forcedintothearmy, and kept there through 
fear, it would not be ſuppoſed that fear continued at ſuch a time; 
a time, when they might have met a reward for ſhewing a con- 
trary ſentiment. His Lordſhip called upon the Houſe, there- 
fore, to reflect on the improbability that there was of any ſuc- 
ceſs attending a plan, the object of which was to reſtore ariſ- 
tocrats to their former poſſeſſions. Having ended an harangue 
pregnant with curious matter and pointed reaſoning, his Lord- 
ſhip gave notice, that the next day he ſhould make his oppoſi- 


tion to this Bill, upon his own grounds, for he was determined 


to oppoſe it throughout its progreſs. 


Lord Grenville made a moſt eloquent reply to the ſpeech of 


the Noble Earl (Stanhope); in which, with a maſterly hand, 
he depicted the miſeries of the people of France, and the gene- 
ral ſtate of that unhappy country. He particularly noticed 


the aſſertion of the Noble Earl with reſpect to the happineſs 
which that Noble Earl had ſaid to exiſt among the people of 


that country. In France, his Lordſhip obſerved, the people, 
ſurrounded by ſpies and informers, and liable to the ſevereſt 
vengeance for a ſuſpicion of what was termed inciviſm, were 


terrified into obedience, and were compelled to be ſilent _ 
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the moſt abſolute tyranny that had ever exiſted, the moſt op- 
preſſive deſpotiſm that had ever diſgraced human nature. No 
man could be certain that he ſhould reap the crop that he had 
ſowed; no man, in ſhort, could reckon upon the fruits of his 
labour. The technical and enigmatical phraſe, requiſition, was 
uſed for the purpoſes of plunder and violence; it was uſed to 
wreſt from them their property, and even to compel their per- 
ſonal ſervices as common ſoldiers in the deſpicable armies of 
that diſtracted country. The labourer, the artiſan, ſo far 
from daring to murmur at the tyrannous deprivation of his 
property, might deem himſelf fortunate if the rude hand of 
oppreſſion was ſatished with that rapine, and did not take his 
life alſo, 

The various arguments that had been made uſe of by the 
Noble Earl, as they were totally irrelative to the ſubject before 
the Houſe, required no anſwer; leſt they ſhould, however, 


derive a degree of conſequence elſewhere, from remaining un- 


refuted, his Lordſhip faid he ſhould take that opportunity to 
give them a reply. His Lordſhip then entered into a recital of 
ſome of the numerous enormities that had been committed in 
France. He dwelt on that ſubject for a conſiderable length of 
time, and with his uſual powers of eloquence. The Noble 
Earl had afferted, that the conduct of the combined powers 
had induced all the horrors that had deluged France. In re- 
ply to that aſſertion, he would aſk the Noble Lord, Whether, 
becauſe Auſtria deemed it neceſſary to arm, that that was a 
juſtification for the murder of their mild and affectionate 
Monarch? Becauſe Pruſſia had joined, was that an excuſe for 
butchering his innocent Queen? Becauſe other powers had 
felt it neceſſary to oppoſe the threats and repel the aggreſſions 
of the Convention, did thoſe circumſtances palliate the horrid 
crime of deluging the ſtreets of their capital with the blood of 
its inhabitants? did thoſe circumſtances leſſen the guilt of the 
maſſacres at Lyons, at Toulon, and in the other towns of 
France? One ſcene of tyranny and bloodſhed had exceeded 
the other; each ſucceſſive faction had refined upon the plan of 
2 and carnage that had marked the career of its prede- 
ceſſors. 

Having put theſe points very forcibly, his Lordſhip entered 
into a review of the conduct of Adminiſtration throughout the 
progreſs of the French revolution. He juſtified the plan they 
had purſued, and ſubmitted the propriety of it to the judgment 
of the Houſe. With reſpect to the Bill before their Lordſhips, 
he vindicated the meaſure from the cenſure it had met with, 
and contended, that it was a plan highly expedient to be 


adopted, and likely to be attended with the moſt beneficial 
effects. 
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effects. As to the idea that had been ſuggeſted by ſome Noble 
Lords, that it was of a compulſory nature, and left the emi- 
grants no other alternative than that of ſtarvation or acquieſ- 
cence; his Lordſhip declared it to be a fact, that the emigrants 
had long ſolicited to be employed; they had long viewed, with 
indignant regret, the deſolations that ravaged their unhappy 
country; they had ſeen their deareſt connexions deſpoiled of 
their property by the tyranny of the Convention, and deprived 
of exiſtence itſelf, by their remorſeleſs barbarity. They had 
long regarded the miſeries that agitated France with anguiſh 
they panted for the moment in which they could adminiſter 
relief to their ſuffering country, and aſked for arms to cruſh 
the tyrants who ruled and ravaged it. They had, indeed, 
quitted France at diſſerent periods and for different cauſes; 
the horrors, however, into which ſhe has been plunged by the 
barbarities of the preſent faction who governed, had united 
them in their wiſhes to attempt her reſcue. Fears had been 
ſuggeſted, Jeſt, by an aſſociation with the emigrants, our 
troops might become contaminated. For his part, his Lord- 
ſhip ſaid, he entertained no ſuch fears; he thought that no 
ſuch danger was to be apprehended. The meaneſt ranks in 
our army had too much good ſenſe, poſſeſſed too much inform- 
ation, and ſaw too well the advantages of the conſtitution 
under which we live, and whoſe benefits they in common with 
the reſt of their countrymen had experienced, to be tempted 
to ſwerve from their duty; or to be induced, by any arts, to 
change that conſtitution, for deſpotiſm on the one hand, or 
democracy on the other. 

The plan that the Bill propoſed was not, in his mind, in 
the leaſt degree unconſtitutional z nor was danger to be appre- 
hended; inaſmuch as they were to be employed in Continental 
ſervice and at all events no greater number than 5000 of them 


were to remain at one time in the iſland, and thoſe not to be 


ſuffered to come farther than five miles into the interior of the 
country. As to the idea that 000 Frenchmen, with arms in their 
hands and in military array, could create any danger to the con- 
ſtitution and liberties of England, it appeared to him a ridi- 
culous one; as if it were poſſible that ſuch a number, or even a 
much greater number, could march from Portſmouth to London 


without interruption, and defeat, in fact, the whole ſorce of | 


the kingdem ! The meaſure of employing foreign troops to 
fight the battles of this country on the Continent, had never 
been deemed unconſtitutional. King William employed French 
Proteſtants to fight in his war againſt the uſurpations and ag- 
eee of Louis XIV. yet no idea appeared to have 


cen entertained of the meaſure being unconſtitutional z nor 
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was that inhumanity, which in the preſent inſtance had been, 
by ſome Noble Lords, ſo greatly deprecated, exerciſed upon 
_ thoſe ſoldiers who were taken prifoners in the courſe of the 
war. The French emigrants of the preſent day were in fact 
the fitteſt perſons that could be employed in the proſecution of 
the war, fr the attainment of that object for which hoſtilities 
had been commenced. "Thoſe evil conſequences that had been 
apprehended, his Lordſhip obſerved, would not at 8 
follow from any difference of opinion or diſunion of views 
amongſt them. The enormities committed in France had in- 
creaſed to that magnitude, that they had created but one ſen- 
timent in the mind of every man who was capable of refleQing, 
and was not deſtitute of humanity : "That ſentiment was, that 
thoſe deſperate wretches, who had uſurped the powers of go- 
vernment in France, and at preſent ruled in that country, muſt 
be ſubdued. His Lordſhip proceeded to vindicate thoſe un- 
fortunate men from the idea that had been ſuggeſted of their 
being influenced by motives of revenge. 'They were, his 
Lordſhip ſaid, men of great and noble minds, which had been 
chaſtened in the ſchool of adverſity; they were men of ſenti- 
ments too elevated to be ſuſpected of entertaining a defire of 
revenge; and, in his mind, it was highly illiberal to inſinuate 
that they were animated by any ſuch motive. It was their 
anxious hope to have the healing balm of forgiveneſs and re- 
conciliation poured into the bleeding wounds of their country, 
and not to widen them by wielding the ſword of revenge. 
Retaliation had been mentioned by ſome Noble Lords as a thing 
likely to occur: With reſpect to the doCtrine of retaliation, 
his Lordſhip obſerved, that, ſhould the French put to death 
any perſons employed in the ſervice of this country and bearing 
Britiſh commiſſions, by the law of nations, we ſhould be juſti- 
fied in taking ſuch meaſures for the prevention of ſuch conduct 
in future, as ſhould by us be deemed proper for that purpoſe. 

With reſpect to the right of one nation interfering in the in- 
ternal concerns of another country, his Lordſhip maintained, 
that by the praCtice of ancient and modern countries, that right 
exiſted. In ſupport of this obſervation, his Lordſhip cited the 
caſe with regard to Holland, in whoſe internal affairs England 
had interfered, and called to the recollection of the Houſe, 
the treaties by which our conſtitution is guaranteed to this 
country. That if a republican form of government could 
be eſtabliſhed in France, that would afford ſecurity to perſons, 
to property, and to political opinion, this country ought not 
to treat with ſuch a government, he was not ready to declare 
but he was free to expreſs it as his opinion, that a monarchical 
torm of government would be preferable, and that no demo- 
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cracy could give ſecurity to twenty-four millions. of people, or 
afford a el to their liberties, His Lordſhip concluded 
with Lei chat the more vigour with which fhe war was 
proſecuted, the more likely was it to be ſpeedily terminated: 
The termination of hoſtilities, however, could not take place 
until the preſent ſyſtem of government was deſtroyed; a ſyſtem, 
he ſaid, that was founded on immorality and. injuſtice; a 
ſyſtem that ſet at defiance all idea of religion, that had no re- 
gard for the privileges of property, that was promulgated by 
the moſt ſavage violence and relentleſs barbarity, and threat- 
enced the deſtruction of all order, of all ſecurity, and of the 
Eberties of every other nation in Europe. 1 

The Duke of Bedford, in explanation, ſaid, he wiſhed that 
the Noble Lord had given leſs ſcope to his eloquence as ap- 
plied to the feelings of their Lordſhips, and had afforded 
{ſomewhat more of argument in ſupport of the Bill. His Grace 
obſerved, that in civil wars, more eſpecially where the conteſt 
was about opinions, atrocities on both ſides were but too com- 
mon; and he much ſeared that the effect bf the preſent Bill 
would be to increaſe them greatly in France. 

The Marquis f Lanſdoꝛuu again roſe, and began by quoting 
the expreſſion of a Noble Lord who had recently addreſſed the 
Houſe (Lord Grenville), and who had declared that he had not 
heard any thing like argument advanced againſt the Bill before 
their Lordſhips. If that Noble Lord had not heard any argu- 
ments advanced the Bill, ſaid the Marquis, he had engaged 
the attention of their Lordſhips unneceſſarily, and had occu- 
pied their time to no purpoſe. As that Noble Lord, how- 
ever, had endeavoured to anſwer thoſe arguments, it was not 
unfair to preſume that ſome of the points which they con- 
tained bore hard upon his Lordſhip, eſpecially when it had 
been deemed neccflary fo ſtrenuouſly to endeavour to remove 
their effect. It was not, the Marquis continued, in his opt- 
nion, probable, that any thing that could be then ſaid could 
operate upon the minds of their Lordſhips on either fide of the 
Houſe, to induce them to alter the opinion that they reſpec- 
tively might have ſormed upon the meaſure then under their 
conſideration; were the caſe otherwiſe, it would, in his mind, 
be no difficult matter to refute every thing-like an argument 
which had been advanced by the Noble Lord to whom he had 
alluded, who had talked of chronology without book, and had 
confounded it in every ſtep that he had gone. Nothing that 
could be advanced by the Noble Lord, could make him for 2 
moment ſurrender any part of the conſtitution of his country, 
or agree to the introduction of a ſtanding army, how ſmall 


ſoever in point of number, and however ſubject to particular 
| 5 regulations. 
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regulations. He ſaw with an eye of jealouſy the introduc- 
tion of barracks, and regarded other meaſures of a fimilar 
nature in the ſame point of view. The Noble Lord and his 
colleagues, he believed, had ſtudied a certain author more 
than they quoted him, and appeared to him to have adopted 
one principle which that author (Machiavel) laid down, 
viz. „ that when a Prince wiſhes to introduce any mea- 
ſure obnoxious to the "temper of the people, or dangerous to 
their liberties, he ſhould arm himſelf with power before- 
hand, to compel the conſent of his ſubjects, if likely to be 
denied.” As to the ſtate of the people of France, he had 
lately converſed, the Marquis ſaid, with well-informed and 
impartial men, who had recently traverſed that country from 
Lyons to Paris, and from Paris to Bourdeaux, and they all 
coincided in repreſenting the condition of the great body of 
the people, and the cultivation of the country, as being far 
ſuperior to what they were ſix years ago, under the old form 
of government. | g 
That the decrees which ſubſiſted, fixing the price of the 
different commodities, or, as it was there called, eſtabliſhing 
the maximum, and thoſe that put in a ſtate of requiſition, were 
felt as hardſhips, he did not deny; though felt as hardſhips, 
however, they were hardſhips ſubmitted to not only with re- 
ſignation, but with cheerfulneſs ; perſuaded, as the people 
were, that they were generated by the exigency of the moment, 
and that they were the means of ſecuring to them the property 
they poſſeſſed, and firmly eſtabliſhing the future freedom of 
their country. To what extent the Noble Lord had enlarged 
his notions of religion, he knew not, nor would he attempt to 
conjecture, For his own part, the Marquis ſaid, fo narruu- 
had been his education, ſo cramped! were his ideas, that he 
had been taught to look for religion in the church of England, 
and for liberty in the Britiſh conſtitution. With reſpect to 
the willingneſs that might be ſhewn by the French emigrants 
to enliſt, it was, in his mind, cruel and unjuſt to hold out that 
none but thoſe who were deſtitute of every honourable feeling 
could decline enrolling themſelves under the regulations of the 
Bill before their Lordſhips. Of thoſe emigrants,. many. of 
them, men of the nobleſt qualities, and of the higheſt ſenſe of 
nonour, might feel inſuperable objections to bearing arms 
againſt the country that gave them birth. He confeffed, that 
be for one deprecated the idea of placing thoſe unfortunate 
zcntlemen in a ſituation ſo deſperate; for whatever the Noble 
word might ſay on the ſubject of retaliation, he was convinced 
at, ſhould thoſe unfortunate men fall into the hands of their 
*nraged countrymen, they would be left to a fate the molt 
Pe ng 3N. 2 | dreadful; 
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dreadful; for he ſuppoſed in every future cartel for exchange 
of priſoners; the emigrants would be excluded, as they had 
been in the cartels between Auſtria and Pruſſia, wherein the 
forced to be given up. 
Ihe Houſe then divided upon the Bill: 
Contents 54 
Mor- Content - 7 
| xp che Majority 4% 

The Bill then paſſed the Committee, and was ordered to be 

read a third time. Adjourned. | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Mox DAT, May 5. 


The Mold, Lampore, Martin, Freſelkirk, Elloughſtone, and 
Belſtone Incloſure, and the Election Oath Bill, were read 2 
third time, and paſſed. | | 
The Bankrupts' Law Bill was read a third time, and com- 
. mitted. £ 

Two new writs were ordered: One for the borough of 
Fregony, in the county of Cornwall, in the room of John Ste- 
venſon, Eſq deceaſed. Another for the county of Derby, in 
the room of Lord George Cavendiſh, deceaſed. 

The report of the Bill for the further Prevention of Delay 
in the Election of Members to ſerve in Parliament, was brought 
up ; ſome amendments were propoſed by Mr. Fox, adopted, 
and the Bill was ordered to be ingroſſed, and to be read a 
third time to-morrow, if then ingroſſed. | 

Mr. Eaft moved, that the report-of the Bill for preventing 
the vexatious Removal of Poor Perſons, be taken into conſi- 
deration on Friday next.—Ordered. | | 


Mr. Fox preſented a Petition on behalf of ſome of his Con- | 


ſtituents, approving of the general principle, but praying to be 
heard by counſel againſt ſome parts of the Bill. —Ordered. 


CONTRACTORS. 


Mr. Thornton brought in the Bill to explain and amend the | 


22d George III. relative to the diſability of Contractors to ſit 
in the Houſe, and moved, © that it be read a firſt time.” 


Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that having oppoſed the motion for leare W 


to bring in the Bill, and not having heard any further ee 
in ſupport of it, he was bound to oppoſe it in this and every 
other ſtage of its progreſs. His objeCtion aroſe from its being 
2 haſty and injudicious interference with a very important "ers 
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which had been found highly ſerviceable in practice, and which * 


he wiſhed to be kept ſacred from inconſiderate alteration. 
Mr. Folliffe thought it inconſiſtent, after the Houſe had 
iven leave to bring in the Bill, to refuſe to hear it read, and 
remarked, that it might receive full conſideration in its future 
progreſs, and be modified as the Houſe might think proper. 
Mr. Wilberforce (aid a few words, and ſuggeſtcd to Mr. She- 
ridan, that if he perſiſted in his objection at preſent, it would 
be an impediment to the private buſineſs which might remain, 
as there were not a ſuſhcient number of Members preſent to 
divide the Houſe. ES 1 . ® 
Mr. Thornton ſaid, the Bill did not extend to any material 


alteration of the ContraCtors' Bill. It only went to except thoſe 


from the diſability who became contractors, by delivering in, 
on public notice to Government, the loweſt propoſals for the 
_ ſupply of any articles. | 
Mr. Sheridan conceived, that there was no inconſiſtency in 
his oppoſing the firſt reading of the Bill, who had never aſſented 
to the motion for leave to bring it in. He did not, he declared, 
with to interrupt private buſineſs, and therefore, if the Hon. 
Gentleman would give notice when he meant to move the ſe- 
cond reading of the Bill, he had no objection to poſtpone his 
_ oppoſition till that period. | 
he Bill was then read a firſt time, and ordered to be read 
2 ſecond time on Thurſday next. | 


ABERDEEN POLICE BILL. 

Mr. Sheridan ſaid, among the orders of the day, one ſtood 
for taking into confideration the report of the Aberdeen Police 
Bill ; and alſo notice of a motion for diſcharging the order for 
the petitioners againſt that Bill being heard by counſel. The 
Houſe very well knew that this Bill was oppoſed by 2700 pe- 
titioners, many of them people of great property and reſpecta- 
bility, who would be ready to ſupport a Bill upon proper prin- 
ciples, if it were at all neceſſary. It ſo happened, however, 
that the Corperation, or Town Council, had in their manage- 
ment ſufficient funds for paving, lighting, and ſupplying with 
water the town of Aberdeen. The petition on the table ſo 
ſtated the caſe, and evidence was ready to be produced in ſup- 
port of it. Notice, however, had been repeatedly given, that 
a motion would be made to diſcharge the order for hearing 
the petitioners by counſel at the bar; this to him appeared 
rery extraordinary indeed, and what he could hardly ſuppoſe 
was meant ſeriouſly. It might ſo happen, however, that thoſe 
who were anxious to ſupport the Bill, with a view to puſh it 
through, might ſeize an opportunity, in the abſence of thoſe 


Members who withed to aid the petitioners in oppoſing a very 
| | | improper 


F FO UN ter . O ITY DPI, - 7 OY uv — © 
_ n Foo tune, - * * Da > itz Folnger*? — n * RG 8 x CEE 1 __ 2 1 * — 

— * 8 . Ions: mls ag + lng og He SS a COLETTI res 3 — — IIS N — Con ET ION aps ” — * 8 : 

— a " . : * Co; » — 7. n — ec >. Rx" 8 W AK * — een 5 * — . 0 

1 n D " - —— = — . — 2 $ r 12 e r 1 n " ee = SC . 3 2 r * * y n * —— 
R r — * 7 one, IR 2 2 3 —— : — 
a 1" . > NWS — I — . 
4 AT 4 2 2 n 1 _ 5 — = - 
"4 l 4 1 4 
— 


— 
7 23 ” 8 5 N 4 — 57 2 * 
SY S % a; Fo ur, © $0 * . ; 2 — 8 : 2 T — 8 2 
I % , \ Ins 7 po, * >. 22 £% 3 2 n - % 2 ©: — » 7 2 : = 
& 4, Lec 56 Toft AER hens = - La - 8 rea, Cu. 9 7 2 we 2 9 . . * 0 A 
- 2 7 4 2 - as "x 8 Fe 4 1 N 7 T 2 Clad) N. > 5 T C . N N -4 Wh p * 
So 7X Ole W 0 E "oben EE RN; 1 —— 72 $ 2 YL ne? FH 3 N * 5 
— 9 * 1 n — : —"_ * = 7 — 430» 2 WN oy * — * £ 8 N * * — 
5 3 > n > 2 3 1 2 2 * - 8 * ——— 2 i 8 
— . OS 


oe RE © 


=y " _—_ 4 
— — 


Io. 
* 


r wil, FB 
, —— — 


1 * r 5 
K . UF 
S 

Pe Foe 


* 
> . 4 
- 1 + 
2 „ x —— 
— — "SV . 2. 
* 


462 WOODPALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Cormong: 


improper meaſure, and the Houſe, taken by ſurpriſe, might 
diſcharge the order. Where the intereſts of ſo many thou- 
ſands were concerned, Mr. Sheridan ſaid he ſhould think this 
a very hard caſe, It now muſt appear very certain to the 
Gentlemen who ſupported the Bill, that it was impoſſible to 
carry it through at that late period of the ſeſſion, 

The people of Aberdeen, Mr. Sheridan obſerved, were un- 
doubtedly the belt judges of their own affairs. The buſineſs 
might therefore be ſafely truſted to the operation of their own 
judgment and good ſenſe. Counſel had repeatedly attended, 
þut it had ſo happened that there was no Houſe to hear them. 
The remaining part of the ſeſſion might be ſpent in the ſame 
unprofitable, and, to the petitioners, very expenſive mode of 
procedure. He would therefore move,“ That the Order for 
de the taking this buſineſs into conſideration ſhould be put off 
& to this day three months.” | | 


Mr. Ferguſon profeſſed that he could not believe the Hon, : 


Member ſerious in what he propoſed. The Hon. Member 
who brought in the Bill, having juſt ſuffered a ſevere domeſtic 
| loſs, was unable to attend. In his abſence he had taken the 
charge of the buſineſs. Aberdeen was a town of great reſpect- 
ability; after Edinburgh and Glaſgow, the third in Scotland; 


it was alſo the ſeat of an univerſity; and nothing had yet been 


done to furniſh it with pavements, lamps, and water. It was 
ſurely hard that Aberdeen, which enabled the citizens of Lon- 
don to walk with comfort over its granite pavement, ſhould be 
denied the privilege of paving its own ſtreets. He thought 
the Bill a very fair one, and ſhould certainly reſiſt the motion. 
Serjeant Watſon obſerved, that if the matter was fo very in- 
tereſting, the beſt method of doing it juſtice was to give it a 
fair hearing. Let the counſel be called in and heard, and then 
it would be ſeen on which fide the matter of right and pro- 
perty ax. | Fe LG 77 
Colonel Macleod conceived, that it would be readily allowed, 
that he was better acquainted with the city of Aberdeen than 
the Learned Serjeant. He thought the Bill exceedingly im- 
proper. A petition from 2700 perſons had been preſented 
againſt the Bill. A petition had likewiſe been preſented in 
| favour of it, ſigned by only 156 perſons. To make up this 
number of 156 (the fact would appear merely from looking 
at the petition) many women, the gaoler, and many members 
of the Town Council, had figned; and even ſeveral trading com- 
panies had ſigned firſt the firm of the company, and then the 
partners had ſigned again as individuals. A petition ſo ſub- 
ſcribed, when ſo reſpectably oppoſed by thoſe who had a deep 


intereſt at ſtake, he could not help thinking deſerved 1 
3 | | | tha 
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that notice from the Houſe, which his Hon. Friend had pro- 
poſed. He certainly ſhould ſupport the oppoſition of the very 
reſpectable body of the inhabitants who would be affected by 
the Bill. It appeared to him to be a rule, to which the Houſe 
ought to attend, and always hitherto had attended, that in a 
local Bill, to impoſe a local tax for local purpoſes, the concur- 
rence of the people to be affected by it ſhould be previouſly 


obtained, otherwiſe it ſhould receive no countenance in that 


Houſe. There were, however, ſufficient funds in the hands 
of the Town Council; and the purpoſe of the Bill was to lock 
up thoſe funds, and in place of them to draw a heavy tax from 
the pockets of the inhabitants; ſuch was the plain ſtatement 
of the caſe. When he had laſt been in the North, he had not 
obſerved any deficiency of thoſe articles in Aberdeen, the want 
of which had been ſo pathetically lamented. Such a Bill was 
therefore, in his mind, a proper ſubject of oppoſition, and he 
ſhould certainly oppoſe it by every means in his power. 

Mr. Wrigley ſaid, the inference appeared to him to be 
ſtrange, that, becauſe the buſineſs was unintereſting to thou- 
ſands, therefore the hearing ſhould be delayed. He could not 
well conceive that mode of reaſoning, and would therefore 
move an amendment, to leave out the words“ This Day 
„Three Months,“ and inſert ** To-morrow.“ : | 


Mr. Sheridan agreed, that certainly the counſel might be 


called in and heard; but he withed to be anſwered, by whom? 
By the Speaker, and by one, two, or three Members. It was 
well known that, at this advanced period of the ſeſſion, ſuch 
was the manner in which the hearing would be attended; but 


was it a manner befitting a ſubject, in which the intereſts of 


many thouſands were involved? Notice had three times been 


given of a motion to diſcharge the order for hearing the coun- 


ſel; and for what reafon? Had the counſel and witneſſes 
failed to attend? That would have been a good reaſon ; but 
was that the fact? Certainly not. From day to day the coun- 


ſel and witneſſes had attended; and why were they not heard? 


becauſe there was nobody to hear them. Becauſe the judges 
were not in court, were ſuitors to be denied the benefit of 
being fully and fairly heard ? 

It was under this very impreſſion that he had made the mo- 
tion. If the good people of Aberdeen could not ſettle their 


differences at home, which this would give them an opportu- 


nity of doing (and he hoped it would ſo happen), then let them 
be heard at a time when Gentlemen would attend, and give 
them a patient and full hearing. He ſhould therefore adhere 
to his motion, as being, in his opinion, proper and conſiſtent. 
derjeant Watſen profeſſed not to be fo much connected with 
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the North as the Hon. Member oppoſite (Colonel Macleod); 
but he had heard enough front his friends in that quarter, to 
ſatisfy him that the Bill was ſuch as to entitle it to the atten- 
tion of the Houſe. Perhaps there might be funds, as was 
ſtated; but powers might be wanted to open or enlarge ſtreets, 
or remove incumbrances. He would certainly therefore vote 


for the amendment. 

After a few words from Colonel Macleod, the queſtion was 
put; and there not being a ſufficient number of Members 
preſent to make a Houſe, the Members neceſſarily ſeparated, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tos DAY, May 6. 
EMIGRANT CORPS BILL, 


On the Order of the Day being read, for the third reading 
of this Bill, | . 


Earl Stanhope ſaid, that it was his wiſh not to detain their. 


Lordſhips, but he could not fit filent, when he contemplated 
what had fallen the preceding night from a Noble Lord, viz. 
that it was his Majeſty's minilters* determination to interfere 
with the internal government of France—an interference the 
moſt ſingular he had ever heard, that of annihilating the 
_ exiſting ſyſtem of government. He would not, he faid, 
in the preſent inſtance, travel over the ſame 1 as to 
the interfering with the internal government of France, that 


he had done, as that was a ſubject on which he before employ- | 


ed a whole evening's diſcuſſion, His Lordſhip expreſſed bis 
entire diſapprobation of every part of this Bill. He had, he 
ſaid, read the preamble of the Bill, and every diſtinct clauſe of it; 
he dad heard the principle of it and the object of it debated laſt 
night; he had digeſted the whole; and in no one inſtance 
could he perceive it to be founded on either juſt, Jegal, cr 
politic grounds. He would, however, only ſelect the objec- 
tions that had appeared upon the face of it; and firſt he at. 
tacked the humanity of the Bill, from the information he had 
collected, and which he believed to be open to every one. He 
could ſtate it as a fact, that the French, though not univerlally; 
yet generally deſtroyed the emigrant priſoners who fell into 
their hands: This was founded upon the laws of nations; but 
as ſtrong prejudice was always attached to whatever the 
French did, he would name any other country, ſuch as Den- 
mark or Sweden: Would not the ſubjects of thoſe countries 


taken priſoners be deſtroyed? There were certain laws. upon 
— 6 | : 0 
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our ſtatute books, which made it treaſon for any man to enter 
into the pay of other nations; yet, by this Bill, we encourage 
that part of treaſon in the emigrants; was this the humanity 
of it; was it not delivering theſe unfortunate men to be guil- 
lotined like felons, or hung like dogs? As for the retaliation 
which the Noble Secretary of State mentioned the preceding 
night, was it fair, was it practicable? If, in revenge for their 
murdering the emigrants that might. become their priſoners, 
we coolly deſtroyed their officers and men who. were taken pri- 
ſoners here, would they not in their turn murder the brave 
officers and men of this country which they had taken pri- 
ſoners this war, and might not even the Duke of York himſelf 
fall a victim to ſuch a ſyſtem of ferocity? If ſuch a ſyſtem 
took place, could any man, who had relatives or friends pri- 
ſoners in France, think without ſhuddering with terror for 
their fate ? Muſt not every man tremble for the brave ſoldiers 
in the ſervice abroad, in a war carried on upon ſuch horrid 
principles? Would it not extend the cruelties of war to a de- 
gree unknown in the annals of the world, and not to be be- 
lieved at the end of the 18th century? If the preſent Bill muſt 
paſs, his Lordſhip intreated the Houfe to endeavour to make 
ſome proviſion to avert the calamities that might reſult to thoſe 
employed in the ſervice; for they had entered it with an ex- 
pectation, that if they were taken priſoners, they would be 


well treated, as they had been at Toulon and elſewhere z and 


not be liable to be maſſacred, which the ſyſtem of retaliation 
might ſubje& them to. His Lordſhip ſaid, there was a te- 
medy to be found in an Act that had paſſed that year, namely, 
the Mutiny Act, of which he read the 78th ſection, by which 
no officer, or officers, were authoriſed to enliſt the men, and to 
return to their country, unleſs they were willing. His Lord- 
ſhip faid, he would move that a ſimilar clauſe be added to the 
preſent Bill; but, in doing ſo, he wiſhed to be undgrſtood, not 
to agree with any part of the Bill whatever. He then took up 
the firſt volume of Blackſtone's Commentaries, with an in- 
tention to read to the Houſe that great lawyer's opinion on 
this ſubject, ſtated in page 414- 416. chap. 13. when he was 
interrupted by, 
Lord Sydney, who ſaid he was going to do what he had never 
cone in either Houſe of Parliament; but as he clearly ſaw that 


lie ſpeech of the Noble Earl was not intended for their Lord- 


lips, but for the hearing of the perſons whom the Noble Earl 
had himſelf introduced into the Houſe, he ſhould move that 
the bar be cleared. | | 3 
L574 Grenville deſired that tlie ſtrangers might not withdraw 
with fo falſe an impreſſion on their minds, and begged they 
V61.2 30 might 
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might ſtay until they received the antidote againſt the poiſon 
attempted to be diſſeminated by the Noble Earl. His Lord 
ſhip then aſſured the Houſe, and appealed to the proofs of the 


fact, that no ſoldiery on the face of the earth were more at. 


tached to their conſtitution, their King, and their Government, 
than the Britiſh army. They fought like men who felt the 
juſtice of the cauſe in which they were engaged. They were 
guided by the dictates of honour, of loyalty, and of religion; 
and they merited every reſpect, every attention, and every re- 
ward, from their country. 

Earl Stanhope rofe to reply ; when Lord Kenyon ordered the 
Houſe to be cleared. While the ſtrangers were out, a con- 
verſation enſued between Lord Sydney, Lord Hazwkeſbnr y, and 
Earl Stanhope. | 

Earl Stanhope perſiſted in aſſerting, that no ſoldier ought 
to be enliſted but for a limited time. He took notice of the 
barracks erected throughout the country, which he pronounced 
unconſtitutional and alarming. He next adverted to the pam- 
phlet of Lord Hawkeſbury. | | 

The Bill was read a third time, and ordered back to the 
Commons without a diſſentient voice; and at a quarter paſſ 
cight the Houſe adjourned to Thurſday the 8th. ; 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TUESDAY, May 6. 


The Waterman's, Akely and Skellington Incloſures, and 


Glaſgow Road Bills, were read a third time and paſſed. 

Meſſage from the Lords, that they had agreed to the French 
Emigrant Pil, as alſo to a Bill for diſſolving the Marriage of the 
Hon. Mr. tioward and Lady Elizabeth Bellaſyſe, to which 
they defired tie concurrence of that Houſe. 


C+NAL BILLS, 


Mr. Yorke gave notice that he ſhould on Friday the gth, 1 
move for the Houſe to diſpenſe with ſome of their rules re- 


ſpecting the introduction of Canal Bills, the neceſſity of which 


was manifeſted from the ex parte evidence heard upon the Eau 
Brink Canal Bill. | 


Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
WEDNESDAY, May 7. 
The Bull for granting to his Majeſty 2,500,0001. to enable 
him to make good his engagements with the King of 3 
| | | | an 
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and for other purpoſes, was read a ſecond time, and ordered to 
be committed on the 8th. 

The Houſe proceeded to the conſideration of the Report of 
the Standing Orders of the Houſe relative to Canals; in which 


ſcyeral alterations and amendments were made. | 
Adjourned, | 


MAY 74] 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. . 
 TrnvursDar, May 8. | 
A Meſſage from the Lords informed the Houſe, that their 


Lordſhips had paſſed a Bill for the diſcharge of Inſolvent 


Debtors in certain caſes, to which they deſired the concur- 


rence of the Houſe. 
p TESTS, 755 
Mr. Sheridan obſerved that he could not bring forward the 
motion he had given notice of for that day, relative to Teſts of 
perſ ons to be employed in his Majeſty's ſervice, in the abſence 
of miniſters, He could have wiſhed it had been unneceſſary 
for him to bring it forward at all; and that miniſters had done 
it themſelves; but as the matter ſtood, he ſhould poſtpone it 
to Monday, the 1 2th, | 
Mr. Sheridan gave notice that on the ſame day he ſhould 
move that the Bill for enabling Contractors to ſit in Parliament 


be rejected. | 
Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
FRIDAY, May g. 


The Royal Aſſent was given by Commiſſion to 24 public and 


30 private Bills. 
Received eighteen Bills from the Commons. 


Adjourned, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
FRIDAY, May g. 
PENITENTIARY HOUSES, 


Mr. Secretary Dundas moved, that the 19th of George IIId. 


chap. 74. be read; which being read accordingly, he proceeded 
to ſtate his ideas on the mode of puniſhing felons. Art the 


time, he ſaid, of paſſing the Act which the Houſe had juſt 


heard read, it was enerally underſtood, that it would be be- 
| | 3 02 neficial 
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neficial to this country to adopt a ſyſtem of erecting Peni. 
tentiary Houſes for the puniſhment of felons of certain de- 
ſcriptions. That ſyſtem had ſince received the ſanction of 
the Legiſlature. For the purpoſe of carrying on a plan upon 
that ſyſtem, power had been given to commiſſioners to purchaſe 
ground, on which it was propoſed that Penitentiary Houſes 
ſhould be erected. That plan, it was thought, would ſuper. 
cede the neceſſity of tranſporting to Botany Bay the ſame 
number of convicts that had been formerly tranſported ; but, 
from a variety of incidental circumſtances, the plan had not 
been fully carried into execution, and it was for that purpoſe 
that he called the attention of the Houſe. He did not mean 
to ſay that no offenders ſhould in future be tranſported to 
Botany Bay; on the contrary, there were many who ought to 
be tranſported there, and ſome for offences on which tranſ. 
portation did not attach by the law at preſent. Botany Bay 
therefore would, in his opinion, continue to be a very uſeful 
colony to this country, for the reception of many offenders, 
But although he thought that ſome were not ſent who ought 
to go. yet he thought that many were ſent whoſe labours might 
be made better ule of in this country. The object of his mo- 
tion was neither more nor leſs than to try to carry into effect 
the plan of employing ſome of thoſe convicts in Penitentiary 
Houſes; and it went no further than to purchaſe ground on 
which ſuch houſe or houſes might be erected. When firſt 
this plan was mentioned to him, and when he was told that 
many of thoſe convicts who were tranſported to Botany Bay 
for life, as the terms on which they were to be pardoned, after 
having received ſentence of death, might be uſefully employ- 
ed in manufaCtures in this country, he owned he thought the 
ſcheme a viſionary one; but, on more cloſely examining the 
mode propoſed by a gentleman, whoſe manufactory was not far 
from that Houſe, he found that the plan was not only practi- 
cable, but alſo very eaſy to be carried into effect, viz. by 
means of a machine, which enabled every man to be a manu- 
facturer, without the aſſiſtance of any ſkill whatever: It might 
be ſaid to be a machine that gave the power of ſight with- 
out eyes, and of feeling without hands; merely moving the 
machine anſwered all the purpoſes of completing the manu- 
facture. A great number of perſons, he was perſuaded, might 
be employed here, where their. labour would be very uſeful 
to the Public; and he believed, that with very little additional 
expence, the produce of the labour would equal the charge of 
carrying on the work. He obſerved, that the purchaſe of the 
ground on which he intended the penitentiary houſe to be 
built, would amount to ſomething more than 60001. He -_ 
e moved; 
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moved, „ That leave be given to bring in a Bill for erect- 
« ing a Penitentiary Houſe or Houſes on a certain Ground 
« jn the Pariſh of Batterſea, in the County of Surry, therein 
« deſcribed.” - 

Mr, Powis highly approved of the meaſure, 

Mr. Dundas, in reply, ſaid, that the plan would not only be 
lucrative to the perſons employed, but, he was extremely well 
ſatisfied, would defray its own expence. _ 

Mr. Huſſey ſaid, he did not mean to oppoſe the motion; but 


| before he gave his aſſent to it, he was deſirous of knowing, why 


the meaſure had not been carried into effect before? 

Mr. Dundas ſaid, that the perſons with whom the plan 
originated, were apprehenſive of the expence; but he was ſa- 
tified that the ſame cauſe of apprehenfion would not operate 
at preſent. . | 

Leave was given to bring in the Bill; and the Chancellor of. 
the Exchequer, Mr. Dundas, the Aitonney and Sqlicitor General, 
were ordered to prepare and bring in the ſame, | 


Vol counRERS BILL, 


On reading the Order of the Day, for the Houſe to reſolve 
itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, on the Bill to pro- 


tect the Woolcombers in their Trade againſt the Effects of a 


Machine lately invented for combing Wool, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer oppoſed it, on the general 
ground of its being the duty of that Houſe to encourage every 
invention by which labour was ſhortened. It was owing to 


this that our manufactures had multiplied and improved ſo 


much of late, and upon it the extenſion of our commerce eſ- 
ſentially depended. To enter into any detail upon the ſubject, 
would he thought be unneceſſary, becauſe he was confident 
that nothing that could be ſaid in favour of ſuch a Bill would 
reconcile him to the principle of it. N 
Mr. W. Smith oppoſed the Bill as highly illiberal in its prin- 
ciples, and dangerous in its precedent. He thought that 
no encouragement ſhould be given to any meaſure that op- 
pore the exerciſe of human invention in the abridgment of 
abour, 
A Petition was preſented againſt the Bill. | 
Mr. Wigley thought that ſome limitation ſhould be made 
as to the time of working the machine. | 


Mr. Baftard defended the Bill. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Rolle ſaid a few words; as did alſo Mr. Serjean: 


Watſon. | 
The Houſe divided: 
Lor the Bill 24 
Agaiuſt it 1 


Majority 43 
| EAU BRINK DRAINAGE PILL, 

Mr. Yorke, after taking notice of the great importance of 

the Eau Brink Drainage Bill, moved two reſolutions, the ſub- 
ſtance of which was, that this buſineſs ſhould proceed in the 

next Seſſion as if no prorogation had taken place, inſtead of 
commencing de 715v2, as the ſtanding orders of the Houſe would 
otherwiſe require. | 

This, after a ſhort converſation, was agreed to. 

The Houſe then went through ſome private buſineſs, and 
adjourned. | 


— — 2 — 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

| _ Monpar, May 12. 
Mr. Whitbread ſaid that, when his Hon. Friend (Mr. She- 
ridan) gave notice of bringing forward a motion relative to 
Vefts to be taken by perſons ſerving his Majeſty in the preſent 
war, he conceived that it was not to be oppoſed ; but now, 
underſtanding that it was, he muſt defer it to Thurſday next. 

On reading the Order of the Day, for the fecond reading 
of the Bill for enabling Contrectors to fit in Parliament, 

Mr. Chijwell, after a few obſervations on the miſchievous 
tendency and bad conſequences of ſuch a Bill, moved, © That 
& this Bill be read a ſecond time this day two months.” 

Mr. Buxton obſerved, that he ſhould have been better pleaſed 
3f this Bill had not been brought into that Houſe at all. He 
thought that the time when the Bill paſſed to prevent con- 
tractors from fitting in that Houſe was a glorious æra in the 
hiſtory of this country, He expected ſomething like a pro- 
miſe to be made that-this Bill ſhould not be brought forward 
again, otherwiſe he ſhould think it adviſable to move, “ That 
& this Bill be now rejected.“ | | 

The Speaker ſtated, that, in point of regular proceeding, the 
motion for the rejection of the Bill could not be made on the 

day on which the order ſtood for the ſecond reading, but it 
would be competent to any Member to move for the rejection 

at any time afterwards. | 
Ar, 
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Mr. Chifavell ſaid a few words. 

Mr. Raſe was of opinion, that there were cram 
which would prevent this meaſure from paſſing at any time. 
Mr. Baker thought the meaſure ought never to have been 

brought forward, and he hoped that it would never be heard 

of again. 

The ſecond reading of the Bill was then poſtponed for two. 
months. 

The Bill for granting to the King 2,500,0001. to enable his 
Majeſty to make good his engagements with the King of Pruſ- 
ſia, &c. was read a third time, and paſſed. 

The further conſideration of the Aberdeen Paving Bill was 

deferred to Wedneſday the 14th, on the motion of Ar. 
el. 

7755 Mater of abe Rolls moved the Order of the Day for the 

ſecond reading of the Bill for the diſcharge of Inſolvent Debtors, 

in certain caſes, which was done accordingly; and the Bill was 
ordered to be committed to a Committee of the whole Houle 
on Thurſday the 15th. 

A Pctition was preſented on behalf of Mr. Smith, who had 
reſided for ſome time at Canton, in China, ſtating the hard- 
ſhip of his ſituation, and the grievances that he had ſuffered, 
and praying to be included in the proviſions of the Bill. Re- 
ferred to a Select Committee. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas brought up a Bill for ereCting two 
Penitentiary Houſes in the pariſh of Batterſea, which was read. 

a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time the 14th. 

Mr. Dent moved, That the Bill for the further Prevention 

of Delays at Elections of Members to ſerve in Parliament ſhould 

be read a third time the 14th. 

Mr. Powis thought this Bill was, from the amendments, 
become a very important one; and therefore he hoped it 
would be attended to. The order was then made for the third 
reading on the 14th.. | : 


MESSAGE FROM THE KING. 


. Dundas brought down the following duese from his 
Majeſty: | 

66 CEORGE R. 
« His Majeſty having received 1 that the ſcditious 


practices which have been for ſome time carried on by certain 


Societies in London, in correſpondence with Societies in dif- 
icrent parts of the country, have lately been purſued with in- 
creaſed activity aud boldneſs, and have been avowedly directed 
to the object of aflembling a pretended General Convention of 
te the 
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te the People, in contempt and defiance of the authority of Parlia- 
« ment, and on principles ſubverſive of the exiſting laws and con- 
« ſlitution, and directly tending to the introduction of that ſyſtem 
« of anarchy and confuſion which has fatally prevailed in France, 
has given directions for ſeizing the books and papers of the ſaid 
« Societies in London, which have been ſeized accordingly ; and 
« theſe books and papers appearing to contain matter of the 
« greateſt importance to the public intereſt, his Majeſty has given 
«& orders for laying them beiore the Houle of Commons; and his 
« Majeſty recommends it to the Houle to conſider the fame, and 
ac to take ſuci; meaſures thereupon as may appear to be neceſſary 
« for effectually guarding againſt the further proſecution of theſe 
« dangerous defigns, and for preſerving to his Majeſty's ſubjects 
& the enjoyment of the bleſſings derived to them by the conſtitution 


« happily eſtabliſhed in theſe 8 4 

Mr. Secretary Dundas obſerved, that, in point of form, the 
only thing he ſhould then do, would be, to move that his Ma- 
jeſty's molt gracious Meſlage be taken into conſideration the 
next day, the 14th ; but that the Papers to which the Meſſage 


referred were ſo voluminous, that he believed there would 
not be time enough to inveſtigate them on that day. 


The Meſſage was ordered to be taken into conſideration 


the 14th. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
TursDAY, May 13. 
The Sunday Bill was read a ſecond time; and 5 
The Eiſheb of Recheffer moved, that it be committed on 
Thurſday the 15th, and that the Lords be ſummoned upon 
1t,—Crdered. 
Adjourncd. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
TursDar, May 13. EL 
Fleet Incloſure and Drainage, South Kelſey Rectory, Em- 
manuel Hoſpital, Biſhop of Briſtol's and Wilſon's Eſtates, 
and Aldermeſton Roads Bills, were read the third time, and 


aſſcd. : 15 : 
: A new Writ was ordered for the Borough of Ayr, &c. vice 
the Hon. Charles $teavart, Steward of the three Chiltern Hun- 
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BILL TO PREVENT DELAY IN ELECTIONS, 


A motion having been made for the third reading of the 
Bill for preventing unneceſſary delays in Elections, 

Mr. Powis rejoiced at the fullneſs of the Houſe, as he 
thought that the importance of the clauſes introduced in this 
Bill, ſince ir had been originally propoſed, demanded the moſt 
mature deliberation. He ſhould not, he faid, at that ſtage of 
the buſineſs, have at all diſſented from it, were it not that the 
parts which he thought objectionable, or at leaſt ſo doubtful 
as to demand further conſideration, had been introduced ſub- 
ſequent to the firſt reading of the Bill. At all events, he con- 
tended that the Houſe ought not unadviſedly, or raſhly, to 
paſs it with thoſe proviſions, as the poſtponing it to another 
ſeſſion could not be attended with any evil ſo great as that 
which might poſſibly ariſe from its paſſing into a law. He 
therefore moved to ſubſtitute the words © this day three 
months,“ inſtead of the word“ now.“ 

Mr. Fox ſaid, that as the principle of the Bill, and that of 
the clauſes ſubſequently introduced, were exactly the ſame, 
and as that principle had been almoſt 3 acceded to 
by the Houſe in the antecedent ſtages of the buſineſs, he 
could ſee no grounds on which it could be objected to, but 


thoſe of irregularity, if wy there was: But he contended, that, 


on the contrary, all the forms and orders of the Houſe had 
been ſcrupulouſly adhered to; and he himſelf, in order to 
reſcue the proceeding from the imputation of irregularity, had 
moved, when promiſing the additional clauſes, that it ſhould 
be an inſtruction to the Committee to take them into their 
conſideration, Nay, what was {till more, the Bill had been a 
ſecond time re-committed, and the ſenſe of the Houſe taken 
upon it; if not by a diviſion, at leaſt by an ample diſcuſſion, 
which enged in their agreeing to it. As this was the caſe, 
and as not only the letter, but the ſubſtance and the ſpirit, of 
the forms and orders of the Houſe, had been ſtrictly adhered 
to, he hoped that the Bill would be allowed to paſs without 
further delay. 


* The Maſter of the Rolls admitted that the orders of the Houſe 


had been complied with; and ſaid, that had the Bill been 


ſuffered to go through the Houſe without any alteration from 
its original ſtructure, he ſhould not have oppoſed it. But had 
he been in the Houſe when the additional clauſes were pro- 
poſed, he ſhould have thought it his duty to ſet his face 
againſt them; for, what was the principle of the Bill? It 
profeſſed to be a Bill to ſhorten the duration of elections; a 
meaſure he heartily approved of: And what did it amount to 
now? Nothing leſs than a Bill to do away an eſtabliſhed teſt. 
VoL. III. * This, 
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This, however proper it might appear to be done hereafter,ought 
not to be done before due diſcuſſion and mature conſideration, 
He would not deny that it might be proper to abrogate thoſe 
oaths; but he thought it was rather haſtily attempted, con. 
ſidering the great importance of the meaſure. He would not 


ſay, either, but it was juſtifiable to give Roman Catholics a 


right to vote; he obſerved, however, that this Bill did not 
ſubſtitute, in the place of the abrogated oaths, even ſo much 
as the oath enacted by the Roman Catholic Bill paſſed two 
years ago, at the requiſition of the Catholics themſelves; and 
he could ſe no reaſon why the Houſe ſhould not provide that 
teſt, at leaſt, which the people themſelves had offered. 

Mr. Dent was againit poſtponing the Bill. 

Mr. Burke ſaid a few words againſt poſtponing the Bill, 
He proleſſed that the cn;oining of unneceſſary oaths was very 
improper, whether the ſubject was conſidercd in a moral, a 
religious, or a political point of view. The ſacredneſs of an 
oath, he ſaid, ſhould be preſerved in all poſſible purity, and 
not blurred with light and needleſs over-uſe. As to the oaths 

ropoſed to be expunged from the forms of eleCtion by this 
Bill, he was convinced, and ſo he believed was the Houſe, 
that they were uſeleſs and ſuperſluous, and were therefore, he 
inſiſted, very improper to be adminiſtered z for oaths, if not 
abſolutely juiti6e! by neceihity, became criminal, and were in 
fact a t 14-1 the conſcientious, but no barrier at all to the 
diſaffe£:4 or ſeditious. He was therefore againſt the poſt- 
poning of the Bill. „ 
Je Chancellor of the Exchequer agreed with his Right Hon. 
Friend (the Maſter of the Rolls) that the Bill ought to be poſt- 
poned, as a doubt had cen reſpecting the expediency of re- 
pealing the oaths vi the one hand, and as no material injury 
could ariſe from the delay of it on the other. | 

Mr. Pow:s's motion, therefore, paſſed without a diviſion; 
and the Bill of courſe was rejected pro tempore. 


SEDITIOUS AND TREASONABLE PRACTICES, 


Mr. Secretory Dundas brought up a large packet, ſealed up, 
conſiſting of papeis ſeized from ſeditious ſocieties, as ſtated 
in his Majeſty's gracious meſſage of the preceding day to the 
Houſe. | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, That in order to 
the Houſe taking it into conſideration, his Majeſty's meſſage 
ſhould be read. | 7 

7 he Speaker having accordingly read the meſſage, 


Te Chancellor of the Exchequer laid, that as the Houſe muſt 


already be in full poſſeſſion of the nature of the facts to 2 
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their attention was called by his Majeſty's meſſage, it was not 
neceſſary ſor him to detain them long. He ſhould therefore 
content himſelf with moving, with as much preciſion as poſ- 
ſible, the meaſures he thought it might be expedient for the 
Houſe to adopt. The firſt was one in which he preſumed to 
hope the general concurrence of the Houſe as a thing of 
courſe; he meant, the uſual addreſs of thanks to his Majeſty 
for his gracious meſſage, and an expreſſion of their reſolution 
to take the matter referred to in it, into their ſerious conſi- 
deration. If this motion were agreed to, which he flattered 
himſelf it could not fail to be, with even cordial unanimity, 
he ſhould then, he ſaid, move to refer the Papers to the con- 
ſideration of a Committee; and afterwards, that ſuch Com- 
mittee ſhould be a Committee of Secrecy, as moſt conform- 
able to the cuſtomary practice of the Houſe, and beſt adapted 
to the particular circumſtances of the caſe. 'The Papers, he 
remarked, were ſealed up, and in that ſtate ordered by his 
Majeſty to be laid before the Houſe : For as they reiated to 
tranſactions of an extraordinary, formidable, and criminal 
nature, and contained matter that implicated a number of 
perſons, it was fitting that their names and the examination 
of them, which would neceſſarily take up ſome time before 
any effectual ſtep could be purſued towards proſecution, 
ſhould be as ſecret as poſſible, in order that the meaſures 
which the Houſe might be diſpoſed in future to adopt, ſhould 
not be evaded by the matter contained in the Papers tranſ- 
piring prematurely, The Houſe would therefore ſee the 
propriety. of firſt referring them to the conſideration of a 
Secret Committee, from whence the whole of the tranſac- 
tions would be laid open at a view to the Public, and of not 
rendering their future meaſures abortive by a premature or 


particular diſcloſure. 
He accordingly moved, That an humble Addreſs be pre- 


© 


ſented to his Majeſty, &c. 

Mr. Fox declared, that he did not riſe for the purpoſe of 
oppoling the motion, as he conceived it to be in ſome ſort 
a thing of courſe, but merely to ſay a few words previous 
to his acceding to it. He ſaid, he was the leſs inclined to 
oppoſe it, as he conceived that his aſſent in no way precluded 
him from exerciſing his right to diſcuſs the various ſubjects 
referred to in the meſſage when they came properly before the 
Houſe ; and that the queſtions, whether the object before 
them was properly fit for their inveſtigation ? what the means 
were by which they were procured ? whether the ſeizure of 
tiem was conſtitutional and legal? (which by the bye was 
prima facie doubtful z) and whether the mode of collecting 
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the information reſpecting them was juſtifiable ? were till ag 
open to the inveſtigation and diſcuſhon of him and every 


other Member, as if they refuſed their aſſent in limine to the 


Addreſs. What, however, he chiefly wiſhed to remark was, 
that if the Papers were ſealed up, and their contents therefore 
unknown to the Houſe, he thought it would be wrong to 
refer them to a Committee, unleſs precedents were firſt ad. 
duced to ground ſuch a meaſure : For of all modes of pro- 
ceeding, the ſteps which had been adopted in the preſent caſe 
ſeemed to him to be thoſe which it was moſt neceſſary to 
watch over with vigilance. | | | 

Lord Wycombe ſaid he had not any intention of oppoſing 
the motion: Far be it from him to deprecate the inquiry which 
it would lead to; if there did exiſt any deſign to ſubvert the 
conſtitution, .or to betray its intereſts, inquiry ſhould be in- 
ſtituted, that the object of perſons having ſuch deſigns, ſhould 
be made known. If there had been guilt, the guilty ſhould 
be puniſhed. —lf there had been imprudence, the imprudent 
ſhould be expoſed, in order to put an end at once to all thoſe 
ſuſpicions, jealouſies, and perhaps groundleſs apprehenſions 
which had ſo long been entertained in this country, He 
{poke upon this ſubject without the leaſt influence ; he had 
not the honour of belonging to any of the ſocieties to which 
the communication from the Throne referred: But if it ſhould 
appear that the perſons alluded to, had only in view an object 
which was profeſſed by many, he did not find himſelf diſpoſ- 
ed to cenſure them, if they had purſued that object with 
activity and boldneſs : On the contrary, he felt himſelf much 
inclined to defend thoſe who were defirous of obtaining a 
Parliamentary Reform, and aſſembled avowedly for that pur- 
pole only. 

The Addreſs paſſed, nemine contradicente. | 

T he Chancellor of the Exchequer moved, That the Papers on 
the table be referred to a Committee. 

Granted, mem. con. | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer next moved, © That the 
© Committee be a Committee of Secrecy.” 

Mr. Fox ſaid, he hoped that the Right Hon. Gentleman 
who made the motion, would either ſupport it by ſome pre- 
cedent, or demonſtrate that there exiſted ſuch a diſtinction 
between this and former caſes, as ſhould induce the Houſe 
to have recourſe to new modes of proceeding unſanCtioned 
by precedent. With regard to the argument urged by the 
Right Hon. Gentleman in ſupport of his propoſed mode of 
inquiry, namely, the fear of diſcovery defeating the objects of 


it, he would only ſay, that thoſe objects, not being ſufficiently 
| | Ee defined 
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defined or expreſſed, could form no ground of argument. Was 
the object proſecution ? Proſecution was already in the hands 
of the Crown, who ſeemed deſirous of calling upon the Houſe 
to take their part in it. He wiſhed to know what the object of 
the Crown was. He could not ſuppoſe it was impeachment ; 
for though he would always maintain the inquiſitorial right of 
that Houſe, he thought that impeachment could not properly 
come from the Crown. He could not, therefore, ſee why the 
Committee ſhould be a Secret Committee ; yet if, as he had 
ſaid before, the Right Hon. Gentleman could either cite pre- 
cedents on the one hand, or mention on the other, grounds ſuf- 
ficient to warrant a deviation from all rule, he would not ob- 
ject to it. | | 

; The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that he had no difficulty 
at all in ſhewing, that the mode he propoſed was both founded 
in wiſdom and expediency, and ſupported by precedent. The 
practice, he ſaid, had invariably been, when papers were laid 
before the Houſe /ealed up, to refer them to a Secret Commit- 
tee. In ſupport of this aſſertion, he could cite a variety of 
precedents 3 Layer's plot, in particular, in the year 1722, in 
which caſe the papers were ſent ſealed to the Houſe, and were 
referred to a Secret Committee. As to the expediency of the 
mode, he confeſſed that he was much ſurpriſed on what prin- 
ciple of reaſoning the Right Hon. Gentleman, having agreed 
to its being referred to a Committee, ſhould object to that 
being a Committee of Secrecy, when the obvious nature of the, 
caſe (more ſtrongly denoted by the mode in which the papers 
were laid before the Houſe) ſhewed that the moſt ſecret inveſ- 
tigation was neceſſary. . TE 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer earneſtly and ſolemnly. 


conjured Gentlemen to recolle& what the object before them 
went to; it touched, he ſaid, nothing leſs than the very being 
of Parliament itſelf ! How, then, could any Hon. Gentleman 
think of throwing any impediment or objection in the way of 
an inveſtigation which peculiarly belonged to themſelves, 
which concerned their preſent exiſtence, and which tended to 
their future ſecurity ? What the reſult of the inquiry might be, 
he would not preſume then to affert : On the report of the 
Committee, the Houſe would take ſuch meaſures as would ap- 
pear moſt conducive to the ſecurity of the conſtitution. They 
might poſſibly interfere themſelves ; they might poſlibly refer 


it to the common courſe of law: But, previous to taking any 


ſep, it muſt inveſtigate and examine; and that examination 
could not be made with too much ſecrecy. He pur it to Gen- 
tlemen to ſay, whether, under ſuch circumſtances as he had 
defcribed, it would have been right for the executive govern- 

1 | ment, 


473 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Commoxy, 


ment, on diſcovering and ſeizing thoſe documents, to avoid 
laying them before the Houſe, for the purpoſe of examining, 
arranging, or ſelecting from them? Upon that ground it was, 
that the earlieſt communication poſſible was made from his 


Majeſty; and that communication, followed up by the wiſe, 


ſecret, and ſalutary meaſures which he was ſure the Houſe 
would adopt, could not fail of producing very different conſe- 
quences from thoſe which might reaſonably be apprehended 
from giving the affair premature publicity. 

[The caſe of Layer, as ſtated by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, was then read by the Clerk.] | 

Mr. Fox ſaid, that, previous to thoſe papers being brought 
up, and reſerred to a Secret Committee, the Houſe had been 
in poſſeſſion of the buſineſs: He thought, therefore, that it 
did not apply to the preſent inſtance. 

The Chaucellor of the Exchequer's motion was put and 
carried. e : 

He next moved, . That the number of the Committee be 

e twenty-one.” | 

Mr. Fox ſaid, he had no objection to the number; twenty- 
one was perhaps as proper as any other; but there were ſome 
things which he wiſhed to know reſpecting this tranſaction. 
He was particularly defirous to be informed, what had 
been the mode of obtaining theſe papers ? There was an am- 


biguity in the words of the meſſage which left him at a loſs to 


determine reſpeCting that particular; and he therefore wiſhed 
to know, on which of the grounds ſtated in it, the ſeizure of 
the papers had been made? Was it only on the grounds of the 
ſeditious practices, or on an allegation that the perſons impli- 
cated had entered ſo far on the executiqn of the plan of a Ge- 
neral Convention as to be guilty of an overt act of treaſon * 
As a Member of the Houſe of Commons, and a friend to the 
conſtitution, he reſpected the opinions of Parliament; and it 
was a reſolution * ſtanding on the Journals of that Houſe, 
that ſeizing the papers of a perſon accuſed of a libel was ille- 
gal, founded on the principle that ſuch an extreme ſtep ſhould 
not be taken unleſs there was an actual allegation for treaſon 
or felony. He therefore inſiſted, that by the reſolutions of 
that Houſe, he was warranted in ſaying, that ſeizing papers for 
ſeditious practices, or for any thing ſhort of treaſon, was ille- 
gal. If, then, the preſent ſeizure was made on an allegation 
for ſeditious practices alone, it was, according to the declared 
ſenſe of the Houſe, illegal: If otherwiſe, it might be legal. 
He therefore withed that the Houſe was informed which it 
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was. The caſe he alluded to, occurred, he ſaid, in 1766. It 
was diſcuſſed and determined on the generality of the war- 
rant. He therefore preſſed miniſters to give an anſwer to the 
- queſtion he had put, as he was averſe to countenance any thing 
that might militate againſt the reſolutions of that Houſe. _ 
Mr. Secretary Dundas replied, that what the ſubſtantial 
grounds of ſeizure were, the Houſe would be able to judge 
when it ſhould come before them in the report of the Com- 
mittee. There was not, in his conception, the ſmalleſt ground 
for doubt as to the legality of the proceedings; and he would 
at preſent ſolve the Right Hon. Gentleman's doubts, by telling 


him, that the warrants were grounded on allegations for trea- ' 


ſonable practices. | | 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that he believed the 
cuſtomary mode of forming ſuch Committees was by ballot ; 
which | | | 
_ The Speaker agreeing to, the ballot was appointed for the 
14th. ET : 

The Speaker ſaid, that it was always cuſtomary, in caſes 
of ſealed papers being laid before the Houſe, to deliver them 
to the cuſtody of the Clerk. | 
A motion to that effect was therefore made, and carried, 
pro forma, Adjourned. = 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
WEDNESDAY, May 14. | . 
The Bills on the table were read, and the Houſe adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
WEDNESDAY, May 14. 


Leave was given for a Bill to ſupply the conquered French 
Iſlands with Corn; which was preſented, and read a firſt 
time, | | | 

A Petition from the Vicar of Batterſea was preſented againſt 
the Penitentiary Houſe Plan. 

A Petition was preſented from the Bankrupt Priſoners of 
the King's Bench. To lie on the table. | | 

Petitions were preſented from the Priſoners of the Marſhal- 
ſea. Fleet, Hull, and Nottingham Gaols. To lie on the table. 

The Public Accounts and Brazen-noſe College Eſtate Bills, 
were read a third time, and paſſed. 15 
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The Members delivered in liſts for a ballot for a Committee 
on the Seditious Papers, which, on calling the Houſe, were 
referred to the Committee. 
Several Papers on the ſubject of Sedition were 
and referred to the Committee. h 
Adjourned. | 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
'TrursDaY, May 15. 


Mr. Howard's Divorce Bill having gone through a Commit. 
tce of the whole Houſe, without any amendment, was read a 
third time, and paſſed. | | | | 

Mr. Sheridan lamented, that he was extremely unfortunate 
with regard to a motion of which he had frequently given no- 
tice, and which, from unavoidable circumſtances, he had more 
than once been obliged to poſtpone. He was in the ſame ſitu- 
ation that day, in conſequence of having received a letter from 
the Secretary of State, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
ſtating, that they, and other Members, were attending to buli- 
nels of great importance, and could not poſſibly be in the 
Hovſe that day. He ſaid, he had once indulged hopes that 
the miniſter would have ſupported the motion, but he had 
fince learned he was not to expect it. He, therefore, though 
reluctantly ſhould poſtpone his motion to Monday the 19th. 

The Houſe agreed to go into a Committee on the Inſolvent 
Debtors? Bill the 17th; and into a Committee on the Bill for 
regulating the mode of carrying Slaves from the Coaſt of 
Africa on Tueſday the 20th. | 

The Bi!l for appointing Commiſſioners to adminiſter Oaths 
to Electors voting for Members to ſerve in Parliament paſſed 
the yp ; and the report was ordered to be received the 
. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
FRIDAY, May 16. 


Heard Counſel, in a Committee of Privileges, in the claim 
of Thomas Stapleton, Eſq. of the county of York, to the ba- 
rony of Beaumont. i : 

Heard Counſel on a Writ of Error, Lonſdale plaintiff, Lit- 
tledale defendant. | | 1 ; 
or 
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Lord Grenville ſaid, he believed it was a matter of courſe ' 


to adjourn the Houſe until ten o'clock on the following day, 
when they were called upon to meet for the diſpatch of bu- 
ſineſs, although the Houſe actually did not proceed to buſineſs 
till ſome hours afterwards. As this notice was generally un- 
derſtood to mean the uſual time of meeting, he wiſhed that 
twelve o'clock ſhould be underſtood by their Lordſhips as the 
hour of proceeding to buſineſs next day. He thought it ne- 
ceſſary to apprize their Lordſhips, that buſineſs of a nature 
the moſt urgent induced him to defire their early attendance, 
and he therefore truſted, that their Lordſhips would be 
punctual, 


——ä HH — — 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
FRI DAY, May 16. 


Mr. Secretary Dundas put off the Committee on the Bill for 
building Penitentiary Houſes to Tueſday the 20th of May. 
Mr. Windham moved, That the Secret Committee might 
ſit notwithſtanding the fitting of the Houſe, and that the 
ſhould report from time to time. Ordered. | 
REPORT FROM THE SECRET COMMITTEE, 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought up the Report“ from 


the Secret Committee, appointed to examine the Papers be- 


longing to different Societies, and to report their opinion 
thereon to the Houſe. 

[The Report was read by the Clerk at the Table, and con- 
tained the hiſtory of the proceedings of the Society for Con- 
ſtitutional Information and of the London Correſponding So- 
ciety, and their communications with other Societies in the 
country, in Scotland, Ireland, and France, from the year 
1701 to the preſent time. ] | : 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer (aid, that the Committee of 
decrecy had formed their opinion on the papers ſubmitted to 
their examination with the greateſt expedition, and their Re- 
port ſtated ſo fully and particularly thoſe circumſtances, which 
in the judgment of the Committee required the immediate at- 


tention of Parliament, that he felt it hardly neceffary for him 


to do more than ſhortly to recapitulate the different objects to 
which that Report applied, and the various particulars which 
came under their conſideration, Gentlemen would perceive 
that that Report, ſo expeditiouſly laid before the Houſe, con- 
tained a general view of the tranſactions referred to the Com- 
mittee, without waiting for a more minute inveſtigation, and 


* For a copy of the Report, ſee the Appendix to this volume. 
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was ſhortly this: That it appeared to them that a plan had 
been digeſted and acted upon; and at that moment was in 
forwardneſs towards its execution; the object of which was 
nothing leſs than to aſſemble a pretended Convention. of the 
people, for the purpoſes of aſſuming to itſelf the character of 
a general repreſentation of the nation; ſuperſeding, in the 
firſt place, the repreſentative capacity of that Houſe, and ar- 
rogating, in the next place, the legiſlative power of the coun- 
try at large. It would be for the Houſe to conſider whether 
the circumſtances contained in the Report imprefled their 
minds with the ſame conviction with which they had impreſſed 
the minds of the Committee. If they did, he could not have 
a doubt but that they would lead to the ſame practical con- 
cluſion, namely, that if ſuch deſigns exiſted, if ſuch deſigns 
had been acted upon and were in forwardneſs, that there was 
not one moment to be loſt in arming the executive power 
with thoſe additional means, which might be ſufficient effec- 
tually to ſtop the further progreſs of ſuch a plan, and to pre- 
vent its being carried into final execution. | 
It was chiefly neceſſary for the Houſe, in conſidering the 
Report, to recollect, that a great part of it was merely intro- 


duCtory ; and that, though it ſtated tranſactions of a date long 


antecedent to the period in which the acts of the Societies im- 
plicated had aſſumed the ſerious aſpect of practical treaſon, 
and though they were of notorious publicity, it was neverthe- 
leſs neceſſary to bring them forward again to obſervation, to 
give a clue to unravel the complicated circumſtances of the 
plan, and, by compariſon and combination of them with the 
ſubſequent proceedings of the individuals concerned, to ſhew, 
that from the beginning their views were the ſame, and that 
the pretext of Reform, under which they maſked their purpoſe, 
was far from being the true object of their intentions. The 
Houſe would alſo carry along with them, that the Committee, 
having been ſtinted in point of time, had not been able to 
digeſt methodically, or point out diſtinctly, the various mi- 
nute parts that formed the great and momentous buſineſs 
before them; in order to give the Houſe, however, as ſoon 3s 
poſſible, poſſeſſion of ſo much of it as might ſerve to point 
out the daily and increaſing approximation of danger, the 
Committee, in examining and making up the Report, had 
kept in view the great object, the leading deſign of the plan : 
For it was not to be imagined, that the diſtance of the tranf- 
actions in point of time, and the fact of their being previoully 
known, made them the leſs material as comments on thoſe 
parts of their conduct which were diſcoyered in their ful 
maturity. eee, EE ana 1 
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It would appear from the Report, that the papers ſound, 
as far as related to that part of the conſpiracy which immedi- 


ately implicated the Correſponding Society, and that for Con- 


{titutional Informaticn, contained two years correſpondence 
with various other Societies in this and a neighbouring coun- 
try; and from theſe, coupled with their ſubſequent and more 
recent proceedings, it was evident that thoſe Societies which 
would be found to be now ſetting on foot a Convention, had 
had ſuch a meaſure in contemplation from the very outſet 3 
that it was conceived ſo long ago as two years back, was openly 
avowed in their correſpondence, but kept in reſerve to be re- 
duced to practice as ſoon as a ſeaſonable occaſion ſhould offer. 
This whole ſyſtem of inſurrection would appear from the 
papers found with them, to be laid in the modern doctrine of 
the Rights of Man; that monſtrous doctrine, under which 
the weak and ignorant, who are moſt ſuſceptible of impreſ- 
ſion from ſuch barren abſtract poſitions, were attempted to be 
ſeduced to overturn government, law, property, ſecurity, re- 
ligion, order, and every thing valuable in this country, as 
men acting upon the ſame ideas had already overturned and 
deſtroyed every thing in France, and diſturbed the peace and 
endangered the ſafety, if not the exiſtence, of every nation in 
Europe. However Gentlemen might ground arguments 
againſt the cautionary meaſures taken to prevent the evil 
effects of that pernicious doctrine, on the contemptible ſitua- 
tion of the authors, and the abſurdity of the principles of thoſe 
books in which it was inculcated, yet, allowing the one to be 
in the extreme as contemptible as the others were abſurd, it 


was no light or trivial circumſtance, when, deduced from it, 


alarming principles were promulgated and eagerly adopted by 
large. bodies; and when the proceedings of all thoſe Jacobin 
ſocieties would appear (as the papers before the Houſe fully 
demonſtrated) to be only comments on that text: A text for 
the inculcation of which thoſe ſocieties were the diſciples here, 
as their correſponding French brethren were the flip 
for diſſeminating it in France, and extending it by carnage 
and ſlaughter to all other parts of Europe. 25 
It would appear, the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, 
that prior to the enormities committed in France, a corre- 
ſpondence had been carried on between thoſe Societies and the 
Jacobin Club in Paris, and that delegates were ſent from them 
to the National Convention, and received formally by that 
Aflemblyz and that at the very moment when the Jacobin 
faction which uſurped the government of that country had 
coramenced hoſtilities againſt Great Britain, thoſe Societies 
till, as far as they could, had purſued the ſame conduct, ex- 
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preſſed the ſame attachment to their cauſe, adopted their ap- 
pellations, forms of proceeding and language, and, in ſhort, 
had formed a ſettled deſign to diſſeminate the ſame principles, 
and ſow the ſame ſeeds of ruin, in their own country, It 
would be found, not only that the moſt effeCtual plans which 
cunning could deviſe had been laid to carry this deſign into 
practice, but in the Report would be ſeen a ſtatement of the 
Catalogue of Manufacturing Towns marked out, as the moſt 
likely (from the vaſt concourſe of ignorant and profligate men 
who neceſſarily collect in ſuch places) to adopt their plans, 
and Correſponding Societies eſtabliſhed there, to keep up the 
chain of feditious intercourſe, and promulgate and give it uni- 
verſal circulation. Gentlemen would find in that Catalogue a 
well-choſen ſelection of the places where thoſe people dwell, 
who muſt be naturally ſuppoſed moſt ready to riſe at the call 
of inſurrection, who were moſt likely to be blinded by their 
artifices, and prejudiced by profeſſions, whoſe underſtandings 
were moſt ſubject to be miſled by their doctrines, and ren- 
dered ſubſervient to their views, and whom fraudful perſuas 
ion, proneneſs to diſcontent, and the viſionary and fallacious 
hope of mending their condition by any alteration of it what- 
ever, would be molt likely to congregate into an enormous 
torrent of inſurrection, which would ſweep away all the bar- 
riers of government, law, and religion, and leave our coun- 
try a naked waſte for uſurped authority to range in, uncon- 
trouled and unreſiſted. LOO Ea 

In conſidering this ſubject, the Houſe could not but re- 


mark the extraordinary manner in which thoſe Societies had 


varied their plans of operation; ſometimes acting in undiſ- 
guiſed audacious hoſtility, ſometimes putting on the maſk of 
attachment to the ſtate and country; one day openly avow- 
ing their intentions, as if purpoſely to provoke the hand of 
Juſtice, the next putting on the maſk of reform, and affecting 
the utmoſt zeal for the preſervation of the conſtitution. In 
their letter to the Society at Norwich, would be ſeen a plain 
avowal of their object, an aps/ogy for deigning to apply to Parlia« 
ment'; and a candid, fincere confeſſion, that, not to the Par- 
liament, not to the Executive Power were they to look for 
redreſs, but to the Convention which they propoſed to erect, 
and to themſelves: Afterwards they recommended perſevering 
in petwioning for Reform to be uſed as a maſk to their de- 
ſigns, which they were to throw off when time ſerved, and a 
period propitious to their views ſhould arrive. Happily for 
this country, and for the whole world, they had prematurely 
thought that period at hand, and thrown off the malk juſt 
when the bulk of the nation unanimouſly were _—_— with 
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Government in vigilance and care for its protection, and in 


the reſolution to oppoſe their efforts. | 

By a due attention to the correſpondence of that Society, 
the Houſe would find, in their communication with the Bri- 
tiſh Convention at Edinburgh, which {till retained ſome flimſy 


remnant of that diſguiſe, ſome remains of that hypocriſy af- 


ſumed to hide thoſe deſigns which, though not publicly de- 
clared, too obviouſly appeared—that they ſtyled this Conven- 
tion the Repreſentatives of the People, clothed in all the 
right to reform, and ſent delegates to it; and, when ſome of 
the moſt miſchievous and active of its members fell under ſen- 
tence of the law, that they boldly aſſerted their innocence, 
nay their merits, directly in the teeth of that law, paid every 
tribute of enthuſiaſtic applauſe to the perſons convicted by the 
verdict of juries legally conſtituted, and of reſpect to the 


Convention, pronoancing them objects of panegyric and 


envy. In conformity to their prior declarations, and to the 


plans of inſurrection laid by them, they made the legal con- 


demnation of thoſe guilty perſons the ſignal, as they ſtyled it, 
of coming to iſſue on the point, Whether the law ſhould 
frighten them into compliance, or they oppoſe it with its own 


weapons, to wit, force and power?“ That is to ſay diſtinctly, 


% Whether they ſhould yield obedience to the laws of their 
country, or oppoſe them by inſurrection ?” That was avowed 
in as plain and marked language as man could poſhbly con- 
ceive. He thought that that cafe, ſo circumſtanced, and ſup- 
ported by ſuch a variety of coincident matter, was as ſtrong a 


caſe as the mind of man could well imagine; yet, ſingular 


though it might appear, all this was but introductory to facts 
of a ſtill ſtronger nature which were to follow. He ſhould 
call the attention of the Houſe to the hiſtory of a Society 
which, deſpicable and contemptible though the perſons who 
compoſed it were, as to talents, education, and influence, 
yet when looked at with cautious attention, and compared 
with the objects they had in view, and the motives on which 
they acted (namely, that great moving principle of all Jaco- 
biniſm, the love of plunder, devaſtation, and robbery, which 
now bore the uſurped name of liberty, and that ſyſtem of but- 
chery and carnage which had been made the inſtrument of 
enforcing thoſe principles), would appear to be formidable in 
exact proportion to the meanneſs and contemptibility of their 
characters. Of that ſociety the characteriſtic was, that, 
being compoſed of the lower orders of people, it had within it 
the means of unbounded extenſion, and concealed in itſelf the 
ſeeds of rapid increaſe. It had riſen already to no leſs than 
thirty diviſions in London, ſome of thoſe containing as many 
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as fix hundred perſons, and was connected by a ſyſtematical 
chain of correſpondence with other Societies ſcattered through 
all the manufacturing towns where the ſeeds of thoſe prin- 
ciples were laid, which artful and dangerous people might beſt 
convert to their own purpoſes. It would appear in proof, 
that that Society had riſen to an enormous height of boldneſs, 
and erected in itſelf, in expreſs terms, a power to watch over 
the progreſs of Parliament, to ſcan its proceedings, and pre- 
ſcribe limits for its actions; beyond which if it preſumed to 
advance, that auguſt Society was to iſſue its mandate, not only 
to controvert that act, but to put an end to the exiſtence of 
Parliament itſelf ; ſo that if the Parliament ſhould think it ne- 
ceſſary to oppoſe, by any act of penal coercion, the ruin of the 
conſtitution, that would be the war-whoop for inſurrection ; 
the means of our defence would become & ſignal for attack, 
and the Parliament be made the inſtrument of its own anni- 
hilation. Such language as this coming from people appa- 
rently ſo contemptible in talents, ſo mean in their deſcription, 
and ſo circumſcribed in their power, would, abſtractedly con- 
ſidered, be ſuppoſed to deſerve compaſſion, as the wildeſt 
workings of inſanity; but the reſearches of the Committee 
would tend to prove, that it had been the reſult of deep deſign, 
matured, moulded into ſhape, and fit for miſchievous effect 
when opportunity ſhould offer. | 
About ſix weeks ſince there had ariſen a new æra in this 
hiſtory of inſurrection, in which the Houſe might contemplate 
thoſe great machines of Jacobiniſm, the Societies alluded to in 
the Report. At that period the Correſponding Society had 
laid, in due form, before the Society for Conſtitutional In- 
formation, a deliberate and deep-concerted plan for actually 
aſſembling a Convention for all England; not to be the Re- 
preſentatives of theſe particular bodies for the accompliſh- 
ment of particular legal purpoſes, but to be the Repreſentatives 
of the whole body of the people of England, and evidently 
to exerciſe legiſlative and judicial capacities, to overturn the 
_ eſtabliſhed ſyſtem of Government, and wreſt from the Parlia- 
ment that power which the people and the conſtitution had 
lodged in their hands. Within a few weeks the plan was 
fixed upon to be carried into execution and in their Circular 
Letter they preciſely and emphatically ſtated, that no time was 
10 be bo} ; and leſt, by any poſſibility, their ruinous intentions 
ſhould be miſunderſtood, the letter was addreſſed equally to 
all parts of the iſland, and circulated with a ſhare of vigour, 
cunning, and addreſs truly aſtoniſhing. It contained alſo 2 
declaration, that a central ſpot was Fred upon, which they 


would not venture to name till they had affurances of the fidelity 
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of thoſe to whom they were to diſcloſe it; which central ſpot 


they choſe, as they themſelves aſſerted, for the purpoſe of 


having with greater facility the delegates of the whole ifland 
preſent when they aſſembled ; and they particularly deſired 


each ſeparate Society to ſend an exact account of the number 


of its members, friends, and adherents, in order to eſti- 
mate their force. Of this they informed the Society for Con- 
ſtitutional Information, in a Letter, accompanicd with a ſet of 
Reſolutions. 

It might be objected, that men of the deſcription which he 
had ſtated, could not be expected to act ſo confiitently, and 
under ſuch well-managed diſguiſe; but when, on inſpection, 
it appeared that their plans had been carried on with a degree 
of cunning and management that greater men in worthier 
cauſes had failed in manifeſting, that objection could have no 
weight when oppoſed to evidence thus incontrovertible. Who 
was there that knew what Jacobins and Jacobin principles 
were, but muſt ſee, in the pretences of Reform in Parliament 
held out by theſe Societies, the arrogant claims of the ſame 
claſs of men as thoſe who lorded it in France, to trample upon 
the rich, and cruſh every deſcription of men, women, and 
children; the dark deſigns of a few, making uſe of the name 
the People to govern all; a plan founded in the arrogance of 
wretches, the outcaſts of ſociety, tending to enrich themſelves 
by depriving of property, and of life, all thoſe who were diſ- 
tinguiſhed either for perſonal worth or for opulence? a plan 
which had been long felt by the unfortunate people of France 
in all its aggravated horrors, and which, he feared, would 
long, very long, continue to be felt by that ill-fated country. 

From the period he had mentioned they had acted upon 
that horrible plan; and ſubſequently (on the 14th of April) 
the Houſe would find a meeting of the Society; their pro- 
ceedings in which meeting carried with them no faint illuſtra- 
tion of what they might be expected to do in the full majeſty 
of power. There would be found Reſolutions arraigning 
every branch of the Government, threatening the Sovereign, 
inſulting the Houſe of Peers, and accuſing the Commons of 
inſufficiency; there would be found notice taken of the mea- 
ſures of Parliament, which had been previouſly made the 
ſignals for an inſurrection of the people, and declarations that 
certain meaſures, if adopted, whether with or without the 
conſent of Parliament, ſhould be reſcinded, under their doc- 
trine, Salus populi ſuprema lex, and that the conſtitution had 


been utterly deſtroyed. Could there be a more explicit avowal 


of their views? All-the materials from whence proof of theſe 
allegations was drawn, reſted on their own authentic records, 
n and 
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and on the expreſs and-unequivocal avowal of their own de- 
liberate acts in their meditated ſyſtem of inſurrection. This 
was the effence of the ſubje& ; but if the Houſe were of opi- 
nion, that this ſo deeply affected the fafety and exiſtence of 
Parliament itſelf, and {truck at the root of Government and 
the conſtitution, as to demand interference, there were, in ad- 
dition, other things which muſt contribute not a little to in- 
creaſe the impatience of the Houſe to baffle the views of 
thoſe conſpirators, and ſtop the final execution of their 
projects. | | | 
For his part, the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, ſuch 
was his opinion of the Britiſh conſtitution, that, even fu 
poſing the Executive Government had been guilty of every 
neglect of their duty in watching over its ſafety, and Parlia- 
ment had been ſupine under thoſe manifeſtations of ſedition, 
he conceived its enemies mult nevertheleſs have failed of ſuc- 
| ceſs; but however perſuaded he might be of this fact, it was 
ſtill right to prevent, by timely interference, the fmall miſery 
which a ſhort ſtruggle might neceſſarily produce, and to ſave 
the nation at large from the reproach, that they had ſeen ſuch 
acts, and heard ſuch avowals, without having adopted proper 
ſteps to check their execution, and puniſh thoſe who were ſo 
wicked as to deviſe them. There were ftated in the cloſe of 
the Report, on grounds not light or trivial, though not mi- 
nutcly entered into in the Report till fuller inveſtigation by 
the Committee, allegations that arms had been actually procured 
and diſlributed by theſe Societies, and were in the hands of thoſe 
very people whom they had been ſtriving to corrupt; and 
that even now, inſtead of breaking up this formidable league, 
and diſbanding and diſperſing this Jacobin army, they had 
ſhewn themſelves immoveably bent on the purſuit of their 
purpoſe, and diſplayed preparations of defiance and reliſtance 
to the meaſures of Government. | 
It remained for the Houſe to confider what was to be done; 
and in conſidering that, they would not refer to the quality of 
the perſons, but to the nature and magnitude of the objects 
they had in view. It would be found, when the cauſes and 
proceedings were taken into contemplation, that ſo formidable 
a conſpiracy had never exiſted. The inquiry was yet far from 
complete, and unfit for final deciſion, the documents being 
very voluminous; but the Committee had deemed it their duty 
to ſhew the Houſe that inſtant precaution was neceſſary, and 
had therefore, though unable to finiſh the important reſearch, 
laid before the Houſe what they had yet done, which he hoped 
would be thought ſufficient grounds for adopting the meaſure 
he intended to propoſe. It had been uſual, in time of danger, 
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to enact a temporary ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus law. 
As that great and eſſential benefit to the ſubjeCt had been ſug- 
geſted and provided for the preſervation of the conſtitution 


on the one hand, ſo on the other it could net exiſt if the con- 


ſtitution was gone. The temporary ſacrifice of that law 
might be on certain occaſions as neceſſary to the ſupport of the 
conſtitution, as the maintenance of its principles was at all 


others. It had been ſuſpended at a time when the conſtitu- 


tion and liberty of the country were moſt peculiarly guarded 
and reſpected; and ſuch a ſuſpenſion was more particularly 
called for at this criſis, when attempts were made to diſſeminate 
through the realm, principles and means of action that might 
endanger that conſtitution for the preſervation of which that law 
had been made, and which might produce much more lamentable 
effects, and at laſt require a remedy greater in extent and 
more dreadful than the one now propoſed. This was not his 
opinion alone, but the ſentiments of all thoſe reſpectable 
Gentlemen of the Committee who had inveſtigated the mat- 
ter. He ſhould therefore move for leave to bring in * A Bill 
to empower his Majeſty to ſecure and detain all ſuch perſons 
« 2s ſhould be ſuſpected of conſpiracy againſt his Crown and 
« the Government, &c.” | | | 

Mr. Fox roſe, and obſerved that, however unpleaſant it was 
for him to attend that day in the Houſe, on account of indiſ- 
poſition, he had thought it his duty to do fo, on being told that 
the Report of the Committee of Secrecy was to be made; for 
in the courſe of that Report he had expected to have heard 
ſomething new, and ſomething that might call for the im- 
mediate attention of the Houſe. He had liſtened, with all the 
attention he was maſter of, to the Report; and he muſt con- 
fels he never was more ſurpriſed in his life, than that thoſe 


who formed the Report, men of ſuch talents and character, 


ſhould have thought it neceſſary to recommend ſo ſudden, ſo 
violent, ſo alarming, a remedy as that which had been propoſed; 
a propoſal grounded upon facts that had been, all of them, 
notorious for years. He was aware there was ſome part of it 
which ſtated to be ſomething new; but of that he ſhould ſay 
ſomething preſently. He was ſurpriſed, however, that the Com- 
mittee ſhould call the attention of the Houſe ſo ſolemnly for 
the purpoſe of telling them that two years ago a Society had 
come to certain reſolutions, which were publiſhed in every 
newſpaper in the kingdom; to tell the Houſe in a pompous, 
public, formal manner, what had been preſented to- the 
National Convention of France, and what anſwers had been 
given; to inform the Houſe in detail what Adminiſtration had 
gen paſſing before them day after day, and then to call on the 

Vor. III. "4. Houle 
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Houſe for its immediate conſideration of the probable effect of 
ſuch events, and of the neceſſity of putting an end, by the 
moſt violent of all means, to what had ſo long been ſuffered 
to paſs in ſilence. The Report however was not a mere re. 
port of theſe ſtale, ridiculous, contemptible facts; it ſtated 
alſo an inference ariſing out of them. He could not arrive 
ſo readily as the miniſter at a concluſion upon theſe points, 
taking them all to be exactly as they were related. He begged 
leave to differ from him and from the whole of the Committee 
upon that ſubject: He thought the inference of the Com- 
mittee unfair : He would go further; he thought that taking, 
for the fake of argument, the inference to be fair, that would 
not warrant the meaſure propoſed. He ſhould not go into 
the queſtion whether theſe perſons had acted conſiſtently or 
not; that was not matter for conſideration then: Through the 
whole courſe of the buſineſs they had wiſhed for a Convention, 
for the purpoſe of legally obtaining a Parliamentary Reform. 
The Convention at Edinburgh had been taken notice of; that 
Convention, in all its proceedings publiſhed in the newſpapers, 
had uniformly ſtated their views to be not to oppoſe the power 
of Government, but to ſeek redreſs of grievances. With re- 
gard to Conventions of this fort, was'the miniſter prepared to 
lay they were ſeditious? He did not know that the preſent mi- 
niſter was a member of any former Convention, but he himſelf 
ecrtainly was a Member of one in the year 1780; they were 
choſen as delegates, and had ſeveral meetings in London and 
Weftminſter afterwards : And if that was illegal, all he could 
ſay was, that they carried on their proceedings with great im- 
prudence, for they went on in the moſt public manner, and 
held correſpondence publicly with Societies in Yorkſhire and 
other places; they preſented the reſult of their labours to the 
Houſe ; the Houſe refuſed to recogniſe them in ſuch a cha- 
racter as delegates, but ſaid that they had a right to petition 
as individuals, and therefore received their petition. He men- 
tioned this merely to ſhew that ſuch a Convention was legal; 
never till lately had ſuch a meaſure been thought either againſt 
the letter or the ſpirit of the conſtitution. If it had been il- 
legal, the minifter had been ſcandalouſly negligent, and ſo had 
many others. A.ſcandalous negligence muſt have attended 
the obtaining a free conſtjtution for Ireland. A ſcandalous 


negligence alone could have ſuffered the Roman Catholics of 


Ireland to obtain what was lately granted to them, for it was 
by a Convention they obtained their late privileges. His 
Mateſty had received them in the capacity of delegates, and 
granted) their requeſt. Happy wzs it for them, and happy wr 
great part of the reſt of the world, that ſuch an event h 
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happened. His Majeſty had received them with that benig- 


nity which belonged to his character; but would it be con- 


tended, that the Roman Catholics would have gained this ob- 
ject, if it had not been for a Convention? He indeed well 
knew what extraordinary things were attempted by thoſe who 


were ſupported by great numbers. Let Gentlemen look to 


the rejection of the Roman Catholic petition: In the firſt 
z>plication of the Roman Catholics to Parliament there were 
only about five and twenty in its favour, but how differently 
were they received the next year, when they were ſo ſupported, 
and when they appointed a Convention of delegates? After 
that, would any man ſay that he had a doubt of the means by 
which this had been effected? But when he made this remark, 
was he conſequently ſaying that the propoſed Convention in 
the preſent caſe would be meritorious ? No ſuch thing; he 
was giving no opinion upon that ſubject; he only ſaid that 
it would be dangerous for that Houſe to declare its illegality, 
There was not any other charge againſt theſe perſons, than 
that they might of their own authority make an attempt to 
alter the form of Parliament; now he aſked if any Gentle- 
man was prepared to ſay, that that very Convention would 
not apply to Parliament for a Parliamentary Reform ? 

With reſpect to the number of theſe perſons, he really be- 
lieved that it was not very conſiderable; that they had in- 
creaſed ſince their firſt formation, he had no doubt; for it 
would be ſtrange, if the meaſures of Adminiſtration had oc- 


caſioned no diſſatisfaction in the country; it would be won- 


derful in our hiſtory indeed, if a war of two years, carried 
on upon ſuch principles, and attended with ſuch diſaſtrous 
circumſtances, had not excited a ſpirit of diſcontent and re- 
ſentment againſt the authors of thoſe calamities. He would 
go further, for he would not be intimidated ; many internal 
circumſtances, many things had taken place, to which he 
ihould never ſubſcribe; the puniſhments lately inflicted in 


Scotland were of the ſame nature; he did not agree with 


any of theſe things; on the contrary, he agreed with thoſe 
who thought theſe proceedings an abuſe of the power of Go- 
vernment, an abuſe of law, an abuſe of juſtice, an outrage to 
humanity, and likely to tend to alarm every man in England 
who had the leaſt eſteem for the principles of liberty; ſince, 
it theſe proceedings ſhould become general, there was an end 

of all liberty. | 
With regard to the nature of the Convention which had 
been ſo much talked of, Mr. Fox faid, he muſt make one 
obſervation : If the miniſter meant ſuch a one as he ſtated, or 
4s he pretended to mean, it was perfectly ridiculous; the 
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idea of theſe perſons aſſuming the authority of government, 
was ſo contemptible and ridiculous, that Bedlam was the only 
receptacle that was fit for them: To pretend alarm therefore 
on that account muſt be groſs affectation. Suppoſe 100 of 
theſe perſons were to iſſue the orders of a Government, was 
there 100 in the kingdom that would obey them? But he 
would ſuppoſe this Convention afſembled by Mr. Hardy and 
Mr. Adams, and that they had the views aſcribed to them ; 
he would then fay that the meaſure now propoled was an evil 
infinitely greater than that which it propoſed to remedy. Was 


the Houle aware of the extent of that meaſure ? Let them 


recolleCt it was no leſs than giving to the executive authority 
abſolute power over the perſonal liberty of every individual 
in the kingdom. It might be ſaid that miniſters would not 
abuſe that power; he muſt own for his part that he did not 
feel himſelf very comfortable under that reflection; every 
man who talked freely, every man who deteſted, as he did, 
from his heart, this war, might be, and would be, in the 
hands and at the mercy of miniſters. Living under fuch a 
Government, and being ſubject to inſurrection, comparing 
the two evils, he confeſſed, he thought the evil we were pre- 
tending to remedy, was leſs than the one they were going to 
inflict by the remedy itſelf. We were going to give up the 
very beſt part of our conſtitution; and that which every man 
was entitled to do, and which he was now doing, delivering 


the ſentiments of his heart upon the affairs of Government 


for the benefit of the Public, would be at an end at once. 
Might he not then ſay there was an end of the conſtitution of 
England! | | 

But was there any inſtance, on ſuch an occaſion, of ſuch 
a meaſure? Such a meaſure had been adopted in the reign of 


King William. Was that ſimilar to the preſent reign? The 


ſame meaſure had been adopted in the time of the rebellions 
in 1715 and 1745. Were the circumſtances then ſimilar to 
the preſent? At that time there was an army in the kingdom 
in favour of a Popiſh Prince, claiming a right to the Throne; 
and that too, if we were to credit report, at a time when the 
people were a great deal divided in opinion as to the pro- 
priety of the ſucceſſion of the Houſe of Hanover. Was there 
any ſuch Prince now? were there any ſuch circumſtances 
now? Nothing like it: Here we ſaw a number of individual 
without arms, without means of any kind whatever, talking 
of a Reform in Parliament. Such being che circumſtances, 
he mult ſay, that Houſe would betray its duty to the conſtitu- 
tion, if it ſhould agree to the preſent meaſure. Having ſaid 
thus much, he had but one thing more to ſubmit. OE the 
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buſineſs was to be proceeded in, there ought to be a Call of the 
Houſe upon it, that every Member ſhould render hunfelf in 
ſome degree reſponſible for it by his vote; the danger, ſup- 
poſing any to exiſt, which he did not believe, was nothing 
when put into compariſon with the mighty ſacrifice propoſed 
by that meaſure. He ſaw this meaſure in ſo dreadful a point 
of view, that he ſhould confider himſelf as having betrayed 


his conſtituents and the Public, if he did not oppoſe and take 


the ſenſe of the Houſe upon it even in the firſt inſtance; for 
in his opinion they by this Bill would ſurrender the perſonal 
freedom of every man in the kingdom to the will and caprice 
of the miniſter, | | 

Mr. M. Robinſon: condemned the meaſure as unfounded and 
impolitic, and thought that miniſters were carrying things too 
far. One Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Windham), whoſe 
conduct in that Houſe had entitled him to reſpect in general, 
he could not but obſerve had gone ſo far as to ſay, that the 
laws of this country thould be brought to the itandard of the 
Scotch laws, a poſition which every honeſt and independent 
man, who retained the ſlighteſt regard for the freedom or hap- 
pineſs of his country, mult highly reprobate. | 

Mr. Martin profeſſed himſelf diflatisfied with the Report, 
when compared with the mighty ſacrifice propoſed. He was 
attached to the conſtitution, and thought that any perſon who 
attempted to deſtroy it ought to be puniſhed ; but he could not 
conſent to the entire ſurrender of the liberty of every man in 
the kingdom upon ſo trifling an excuſe. = 

Mr. Lambton ſaid, that if he ſaw any thing like inſurrection, 
or any ſerious danger, he ſhould readily concur in the meaſure 
propoſed, and conſent to ſurrender the conſtitution for a ſhort 
time, for the ſake of its future ſecurity ; but he could not 
fee any ſuch grounds from the Report laid before the Houle, 
which was nothing more than a repetition of what had been 


introduced more than once in the ſpeeches of a Right Hon. 


Gentleman (Mr. Burke), and which then, when his Hon. 
Friend (Mr. Sheridan} moved for a Committee, to inquire 
into the grounds and foundation of the alarm occaſioned by 
theſe and other ſuch papers, the Houſe thought it a motion of 
ſo uſeleſs a nature, that they rejected it. Yet now, upon 
thoſe very grounds which were deemed inſufficient to juſtify 
inquiry, was founded a reaſon for a temporary ſuſpenſion of 
our belt rights and privileges. 3 | 
Mr. Harriſon ſaid that he agreed in the opinions of his Hon. 
Friend on the ſame fide of the Houſe, and ſaw nothing in the 
Report that juſtified ſo extraordinary a meaſure as the ſuſpen- 
on of the Habeas Corpus Act, which every welkwiſher to his 
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country muſt conſider as the palladium of Britiſh liberty. If, 


however, leave were given to bring in the Bill moved for, there 


were two clauſes which he thought it would be ablolntely ne- 


ceflary to move; the one was, that while the ſuſpenſion of the 
Habeas Corpus Act continued, the Houſe ſhould continue to 
fit; and the other, chat an account ſhould be rendered by the 


Executive Government, to that Houſe, of all perſons appre- 


Hended and confined under this Bill, becauſe it would give t 
the miniſters the power of throwing in jail, and detaining any 
perſon whom they might incline to diſtreſs z and that upon any 
ſuppoſed reaſon or pretext, that they choſe to alledge, or make 
uſe of. With regard to the Report, it certainly contained 
nothing but what had been publicly known long before, except 
one point which the Right Hon. Gentleman had ſtated; he 


neant the idea that thoſe people who were to form the Conven- + 


tion had been providing arms, and were nearly ready to uſe 
them to enforce illegal purpoſes. If this had been really the 
caſe, of which, however, no proof were offered, it was of 


itſelf an overt act of treaſon; and ſurely there were exiſting 


laws in the country to find a ſuitable puniſhment for ſuch an 
heinous oſfonce. For theſe reaſons, and from every conſi- 
deration which he had time to examine of the ſubject, and of 
the Report, he was clearly of opinion, that he would be doing 
an injuſtice to himſelf, and deviating from his duty as a 
Member of Parliament, and his duty to his conſtituents, were 
he to ſuffer fo great an infringement on the liberties of the 
ſubject, upon ſuch frivolous pretences, to paſs unnoticed ; he 
would therefore give his decided negative to the motion, un- 
leſs ſomething very different from what he had yet heard could 
be brought forward. | 

Mr. Burdon thought there was not ſufficient ground to diſ- 
approve of the preſent meaſure in the firſt inſtance. The 
Report he conceived ſufficient to induce him to concur in the 
meaſure, not doubting, but as the Committee, to whom thoſe 
papers had been referred, were very reſpectable, that, previ- 
ous to the Bill's paſſing, they ſhould have every neceſſary in- 
formation on the ſubject. | 

Mr. Grey declared, that it was impoſſible for him to give a 
filent vote upon ſo important a queſtion; and though it was 
not his intention to go into it at much length, particularly after 
the able manner in which it had been treated by his Right 
Hon. Friend, {till when a queſtion came to be agitated, that 
tended to deliver over the perſonal liberty, the property, and. 
perhaps the lives, of the ſubject, to the power and will of the 
Executive Government, it became every man's duty in that 


Houſe to xefift ſuch a meaſure, eſpecially when thoſe who 
| | | broughs. 
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brought it forward had advanced no proof of any ſort thas 
could make it appear a meaſure of neceſlity, policy, or expe- 


diency. He certainly could not agree with the Hon. Gentle- 
man who ſpoke laſt, that this was, as a firſt ſtep, to be juſti- 


fed or ſupported 3 and he might fairly argue, from the Hon. 


Gentleman's own words, that the Report, that notable com- 


pilation, which had been juſt read, was ſo incomplete, and ſo 
little ſatisfactory, as not to juſtify any proceeding upon it, far 
leſs ſuch a Bill as had been then moved for. 

It was not his with, Mr. Grey ſaid, to enter at large upon 
the queſtion before the Houſe; there would certainly be other 
{tages of the Bill on which he and others, who were not then 
preſent, might ſind it neceſſary to go into a much fuller and 
more particular diſcuſſion. It was therefore his intention, as 


ſoon as the preſent queſtion was diſpoſed of, to move that the 


Houſe ſhould be called over, that thoſe who knew nothing of 
what was to happen that day, might have-an opportunity of 
attending in their places, and giving their votes; the only way 
of ſhewing their attention to their conſtituents and the People 
0: Zngland, upon a qusſtion the moſt important, and the moſt 
447175137, that could be agitated in that Houſe, and where their 
belt and deazeit intereſts were ſo much at ſtake. Another thing 
which he meant to propoſe was, that the Report ſhould be 
Printed; and to neither of theſe did he think that any well- 
grounded objectlon could be offered. With regard to the 


' Report itſelf, he felt as much aſtoniſhment as his Hon. 


Friends, when he conſidered for a moment its contents, and 
had never been more ſurpriſed in his life-time, than by the 
proceedings of the preſent day. It had not been till late the 
preceding night, that he heard by accident that a Report from 
tue Committee of Secrecy was to be made that day. It was his 


intention to have leſt town that morning, to attend a buſineſs 


wich he felt to be of very great importance; but when he 
tound that a queſtion of the magnitude and importance which 
this was, in which were involved the perſonal liberties of the 
ſubject, and the moſt valuable rights of the people of Eng- 
land, was to be agitated, he was compelled by his duty to his 
conſtituents, and as a Member of Parliament, to attend in his 
place at a time when nothing but fuch a ſenſe of duty could 
have induced him to abſent himſelf from another place, where 
be had the moſt carneſt wiſh to be preſent. - He was ſurpriſed 
that a meaſure of any ſort could be founded on thoſe trumpery 
papers alluded to in the Report, almoſt all of which had been 
publiſhed above a year ago; and, if worthy of notice, ought 
©9 lave been attended to laſt year, when at a meeting of Par- 

| lament 


— 5 a * 0 „ 
. 2 2 cn to I-09 GP 4. — — 1 . K 8 — — 
89 S " * — 5 8 * : -» So - 

nd 2 a W "34 Cat Pens x A = 18 2 2 
3 — 2 n — CE — - 
J — -S >> —2 _—_ — FF ES... 


nn We. 8 


1 OEM 


- 


SSN 8 
2 . * 3 w 
\ > 

3 — 


* 
— 


--— 


[a= . = n — </o Wr ee » 15 — Bar "We Ae ok . e 
3 - - 5 2 Sy * 8 - 7 . _ eo ax or * SAY) * 2 * 
8 * 2 2 boos "MCC bot „ T Ei I EARNS b re x34, 2A : 
C As ae 2 35 "= SE RS LA a” 8 : "Pn e 3 Tri 3 a2 4 5 1 
— E C d 1 — T " 0 8 N 8 . WIS 
b g 2 N 1 AA r y ut ro cr — N 
2 2 —. png af : 8 2 "wy wi Rr n nee a 4 — — xt 5 1 W 
"nt Og 1 FF ˙ͤ»VTB 0 ²˙ A SIM al tc. Ihe S T 
5 * ** 2 2 


DT — 


* 6h 7 : 
s ” * 
2 8 * : 
e 
2 55 — 
n - 


4% —WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Conmon:, 


liament there ſcemed to ſome Gentlemen to be ſo much cauſe 
for alarm. | | 

Mr. Grey concluded with ſtating, as he had done laſt 
year, that it was obſervable in that Houſe, that thoſe who 
were molt violent in their declamations againſt the proceedings 
of France, were the moſt ſervile in their imitation of thoſe 
proceedings; and nothing, in his mind, could be a ſtronger 
proof of this, than the whole conduct of miniſters for the laſt 
_ two years. pe th, | 

Mr. Wiegley thought there were ample and ſufficient grounds 
ſtared in the Report, and in the Meſſage from the Throne, to 
convince the Houle of the propriety of bringing in ſuch a Bill 
as that moved for, and ſaid he ſhould therefore give his ſupport 
to the motion. | 


Mr. Fekyll roſe to reply to the Learned Gentleman who had 


Juſt ſat down, and expreſſed his aſtoniſhment that the Report 
which had juſt been read, contained nothing, in fact or in 
ſubſtance, that had not been publiſhed long ago, and ought to 
have been noticed at the time, if worthy of notice now; and 
if there was any reaſon that could be given for reſiſting his 
Hon. Friend's wif}: that it might be printed, it muſt be that 
all its contents had been printed and publiſhed already. His 
ſurpriſe was conſiderably increaſed, when he knew the reſpect- 
able and Hon. Gentlemen who compoſed the Committee, and 
from whom ſome Report of a very different nature might have 
been expected; but it ſeemed they had proceeded more upon 
an idea of panic and alarm than on any other. There were 
ſome of them, indeed, who had been originally alarmiſts; but 
it looked as if the friends of thoſe who had not taken the 
alarm in a natural way, were determined that they ſhould have 
the malady, and had taken eſfectual care to have them inocu- 


lated with the infection communicable by the company they 


had kept. When the Houſe attended to the mouſe which 
this mountain had produced, he believed there was not a man 
in it who would not ſay with him, that the miniſter had 
brought forward one of the moſt violent, deſtructive, and 
daring meaſures that he could have ventured to ſuggeſt, 
upon grounds the moſt miſerable, flimſy, and ridiculous that 
ever were heard of. Mr. Jekyll juſtified every part of his 
own conduct ſince the commencement of the diſturbances in 
France, and the crigin of the alarms in this country, an 

reſerred to the words of a Noble Friend of his (Earl Wycomb), 


on a former night; who had emphatically ſaid, if there Was 


guilt, it ought to be puniſhed; if there was imprudence, 


ought to be expoſed; but, at the ſame time, improper inſinu- 
| ations 
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ations ought to be avoided, miſrepreſentations prevented, and 


calumnies refuted. As to the effect of that night's proceed- 
ing, and the abſurdity of the grounds upon which it origin- 
ated, he would only ſay, that it the miniſter had been paid by 
the enemies of this country, he could not have held out better 
hopes to them, or given them more real ſatisfaction, than his 
conduct that night muſt do. In addition to the news of the 


defeat of Clairfayt, which they would receive about this time, 


he doubted they world be ſtill more pleaſed, as enemies to 
this country, to ſee the miniſter's ſtatement, that the People 
of England were diſaffected to their Government, and ſuſ- 
pected ſo far, that it became neceſſary to follow up the French 


practice, and inſtitute a Committee of Secrecy, of Public 


Safety, or any thing elſe that they choſe to call it. This, he 
was aſſured, would be a matter of much ſatisfaQtion to the 
enemies of the country. Mr. Jekyll concluded his oppoſition 
to the motion by ſtating, that the conduct and meaſures of 
Adminiſtration for ſome time paſt, had tended to put an end 
to public and private confidence, and deſtroy that happineſs 
and harmony in ſociety which uſed to be the characteriſtic of 
Britiſh ſubjects. The queſtion began now to be generally 
called for, when | | 
Mr. Sheridan ſaid, that he had waited with much attention 
and expectation to hear ſome argument uſed, of which he 
found the Report ſo perfectly deſtitute, in favour of ſuch a 


meaſure ; but he at laſt faw that it was not the intention of 


the other fide to bring forward any thing like a ſhadow of rea- 
{on to account for their conduct. That was a queſtion, how- 
ever, of ſuch magnitude, that he ſhould think it criminal to 
give a filent vote upon it. Before he proceeded farther, ſome 
notice was due to that extreme impatience for the queſtion 
which the miniſter and his friends evinced, an impatience 
and a manner of expreſling it, which he did not heſitate to ſay 
was completely indecent; yet, while liberty of ſpeech and 
liberty of Parliamentary proceeding in that Houſe remained 
(and he did not believe it could long remain if fuch a Bill 
paſſed), he would never fo far forget his duty to the country as 
to allow it to paſs in ſilence; however much it might be the 
wiſh of minifters to hurry through the Houſe a meaſure, 
which, to uſe the langaage of his Learned Friend, was one of- 
the moſt daring, abominable, and unprecedented, that had 
ever been offered to the conſideration of a Britiſh Houſe of 
Commons. He held, that the miniſter's attack upon the peo- 
ple of Great Britain, by falſely telling France, that the people 
of this country were ſo much diſaffected and ſuſpected, as to 
make the moſt harſh ' meaſures neceſſary to reſtrain their pro- 
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ceedings againſt the Government, to be unfounded, unjuſt, 
and impolitic, in the higheſt degree. With regard to the 
Report, which had been ſo well and fo juſtly deſcribed by his 
Hon. Friends, he mult ſay, that the moment it ſhould be pro- 
duced, the hours during which 1t was debated, when it came 
to the knowledge of the French, muſt appear to them to be 
hours of joy and congratulation, and were fo in reality. After 
all the great exertions and great talents of this Committee of 
Public Saſety, inſtigated as they were by the moſt tremen. 
dous alarms that had ever frightened any country, what had 
they to ſhew to the country as a vindication of their conduct, 
and the fruits of their alarms? What was to be found in this 
famous Report of the Britiſh Barrere * Shortly this; a num- 


ber of copies of idle papers, that had been printed, publiſhed, 
and circulated, ſome of them in the courſe of the laſt two 


years, and all of them before the commencement of the laſt 
ſeſhon of Parliament. Why had they not been proſecuted at 
the time they appeared? Why did not the Attorney-General 
proſecute upon the paper ſigned by Martin, which of all others 
contained the moſt criminal matter? One thing, and only one, 
had been ſtarted that was any thing like new, and that was, that 
theſe Societies had been providing arms; that, by the way, 
remained merely as an aſſertion, for no proof on the ſubject 
had been given to the Houſe ; but if it really were ſo, or if 
any ſuch treaſonable practices exiſted in the country, were 
there not laws by which ſuch guilty perſons might be brought 
to adequate and condign puniſhment ? He, for one, believed 
that no ſuch practices exiſted in the country, and that miniſ- 
ters and their friends knew this to be the caſe; but it was 


neceſſary for them, and for their views, to keep up, or rather 


create, ſome new cauſe of panic to gain a continuance of 
power over the people, which ſeemed to be ſo much the object 
of their wiſhes. He believed moſt firmly that that meaſure 
was founded upon a conviction on the minds of thoſe who in- 
troduced and ſupported it, that no practices exiſted at all, in 
this country, that could produce any alarm, ſuſhcient to juſtify 
the propoſal for putting the liberty and the property of the 
people of Great Britain at the diſcretion of the Executive 
Government, a power which never had been, nor ought to be, 
given, except in times of aCtual rebellion, or imminent and 
manifeſt danger, which none would be hardy enough to ſay 
was now the caſe. It was ſomewhat ſingular, that, of all the great 
men who compoſed this Committee, and he declared he ſeri- 
oully entertained a very high reſpe& for the characters and 
abilities of many of them, none of them had come forward in 


defence of this meaſure, or to ſtate grounds for it, except the 
| | miniſter. 
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miniſter. The principal argument which he had uſed, went 
to prove the illegality of Conventions, but certainly he could 
not be ſerious in ufing ſuch an argument; there had been 


many Conventions in this country, Scotland, and Ireland, for dif- 


ferent purpoſes, and none of them had ever been thought ille- 
gal. He belonged to one Society, and he believed the Right 
Hon. Gentleman had alſo been at one time a member; he was 
ſure that the Duke of Richmond had; and though they joined in 
the meeting with a view to Parhamentary Reform, the avowed 

urpoſe of thoſe ſocieties, they held their Conventions at the. 
Guildhall of London, with the leave of the Lord Mayor of 
that city, with clerks and other attendants from the Manſion» 
Houſe, at their command, and from thence they publiſhed 
their proceedings and reſolutions. In Scotland, a Convention 
had been held for a reform in county elections, and a Learned 
Gentleman (the Lord Advocate), who. he hoped was in his 


place, preſided at that meeting, and gave it the name of a 
Convention. In Ireland it was by a Convention that the Roman 


Catholics obtained that which was denied them, when they had 
uſed every other mode of proceeding that could be thought of, 
but in none of thoſe inſtances had Conventions been thought 
illegal. With regard to the diſcretion of thoſe who were to be 
entruſted with the extraordinary power, which a ſuſpenſion of 
the Habeas Corpus Act would put into the hands of the Execu- 
tive Government, it had been ſaid that there was no danger 
of its being abuſed or perverted to improper purpoſes. On 


that point he differed widely, and had a right to deny it; 


becauſe having that day ſeen the frivolous pretexts upon which 
this bold and dangerous meaſure was founded, there was good 


_ reaſon to ſuppoſe that if they had the power to detain perſons - 


ſuſpected, they would be very apt to proceed upon ſuſpicions 
equally frivolous. Beſides, as it had been very properly ſaid, 
if they once get the power, there might be foul play, and men 
might be confined upon no other grounds than thoſe of being 
hoſtile to the meaſures of Adminiſtration: Nor cquld any 
man in or out of that Houſe be ſafe, if they were inclined to 
miſrepreſent or diſtreſs him. Mr. Sheridan afferted, that he 
was warranted in his argument by the calumnies that were 
daily circulated againſt him and others in newſpapers, almoſt 
avowedly employed by miniſters for ſuch deteſtable purpoſes. 
He deſpiſed ſuch caiumnies as much as any man could, and 
defied, or rather called upon, any one who could do it, to 
come forward with any charge againſt him ſimilar to thoſe that 
had been inſinuated in theſe low and diſgraceful attacks upon 
individuals. Where guilt could be charged and made out, let 
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the broad axe fall; but however much he held in contempt 
thoſe ſcurrilous miſrepreſentations, it might not be amiſs if 
Gentlemen in oſſice would pay ſome attention to the characters 
of individual Members of that Houſe; they ought not, at any 
rate, to encourage ſuch diſgraceful conduct in thoſe who were 
ſuppoſed to be under their controul and direction. This he 
thought was not unworthy the attention of the Attorney- 
General; at the ſame time, he would ſay, that he never con- 
ſidered Gentlemen in adminiſtration ſo mean or baſe as to pro- 
mote ſuch conduct in newſpapers; and it certainly, therefore, 
did them no. honour to countenance it. The Right Hon. 


Gentleman had not endeavoured to lay much ſtreſs upon pre- 


cedents, and it was as well for him that he did not, for he 
could no-: have produced any that would bear him out; that 
during the American war was not to be applied ; the Bill then 
propoſed went only to aifect perſons coming from America to 
this country at a time when danger was to be apprehended 
from them. In his opinion it would have been better, in the 
preſent inſtance, to make the Bill affect every perſon that 
belonged to any Society for carrying through any political 
purpoſe, than to ſubject every man in Britain to the abſolute 


and deſpotic power which that meaſure would place in the 


hands of the King and his miniſters. Another matter was to 
be obſerved, vis. that no limited time was ſtated for the dura- 
tion of this ſuſpenſion of the laws of the country. It was 
impoſſible, if this Bill paſſed, to ſatisfy the Public that many 
of the people who brought out thoſe ſeditious and improper 
publications, were not ſuborned, and employed for the very 
purpoſe of exciting and carrying on the ſame ſyſtem of alarm 
and pretended danger; and if it was attempted to carry this 
Bill through both Houſes of Parliament, with an extraordi- 
nary degree of precipitation, he would not heſitate to ſay, that 


any miniſter who would, under ſuch circumſtances, adviſe his 


Majeſty to paſs it, deſerved to loſe his head. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer ſaid, that if a Bill of this 


ſort was neceſſary, it certainly was equally neceſſary to carry it 
through with as much expedition as poſſible; it therefore was 
his intention to follow the precedents of former times in 
preſſing the Bill through the Houſe with all practicable rapi- 
dity, ſo that it might get through the Committee that night, 
and be paſſed the next day. Should it meet the concurrence 
of both Houſes of Parliament, in the manner propoſed, he 
thought it would be hard that an adviſer of the Crown ſhould 
forfeit his head for not recommending to his Majeſty to give 
the Bill his negative. 7 * 
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Mr. Sheridan ſaid a few words in explanation. 
Mr. Grey gave notice, that if the miniſter perſevered in 


preſſing this meaſure with ſuch precipitation, he ſhould divide 


the Houſe upon every one of the ſtages. 


Me. Burke declared it to be his opinion, that when the broad + 


axe of vengeance was ſo broadly diſplayed in their view, it 


might not be amiſs to conſider a little what was that mighty 


provocation which ſeemed to call for it ? It was fimply this, 
that if a miniſter adviſed his Majeſty to comply with the wiſhes 
of the other two branches of the Legiſlature, in giving his 
royal aſſent to a meaſure which they thought immediately ne- 
ceſſary for the ſafety of the State, he ſhould for ſuch offence 
be ſentenced to the guillotine. Would it not be fair to aſk 
where this law was to be found which would infli&t a puniſh- 
ment of ſuch ſeverity ? Not ſurely in the code of Britiſh cri- 
minal law, which held it meritorious in the ſervants of the 
King to keep up the beſt poſſible underſtanding between him 
and his Parliament. The philoſophy of France, however, was 
ſo inexhauſtible in ſanguinary precedents, that poſſibly ſome- 
thing might be found in the proceedings of the Revolutionary 
Tribunal, which might ſufficiently ſuit the circumſtance in 
queſtion. 8 | 
Without meaning, in the ſmalleſt degree, to diſpute the 
magnanimity 'of the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Sheridan) in de- 


ſecution, he could not eaſily believe that his provocations were 
not ſuch as might be eaſily paralleled. A man ſo prominent 
upon the theatre of politics, and who poſſeſſed, as he unqueſ- 
tionably did, uncommon. genius and activity, muſt naturally 
expect to be drawn before the ſcrutinizing tribunal of a new(- 


paper; and he was much deceived if that Gentleman, ge- 


nerally ſpeaking, was not mercifully dealt with. At leaſt, he 
never knew a Gentleman ſo much in the eye of the Public, 
who had fared better with oor diurnal cenſors. He thought 
it, therefore, rather ſtrange, that when he declined the invidi- 


ous taſk of proſecuting thoſe papers, in which he was tra- 
duced, he ſhould be ſo ready to confer that employment upon 


the Attorney-General. If his advice could have any weight, 
he would recommend to the Learned Gentleman not to accept 
of the commiſhon, leſt he ſhould draw upon himſelf that ani- 
madverſion from which he attempted to free his neighbour. It 
was, he believed, frequently true, that phyficians who attended 
hoſpitals, in the hopes of effecting a cure, fell victims tliem- 
ſelves to the infectious diforder, which had not, perhaps, ſo 
fatal an effect upon their patients. ES 

EE | Mr. 
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Mr. Burke proceeded to controvert the arguments of Mr. 
Fox reſpecting the inſerence he had drawn from the Conven- 
tion of the Roman Catholics of Ireland. Whatever might 


[Commons; 


have been the Right Hon. Gentleman's motive in applying 


thoſe obſervations, he was not ſo ignorant of logic as not to 
know they were irrelevant: For Mr. Fox undoubtedly was 
nothing leſs than a fool, except when he choſe to maſk him- 
ſelf like the elder Brutus, and aſſume the diſguiſe of ideotcy 
the better to aſſert the liberties of his country. The Roman 
Catholics, after having reſpectſully petitioned the Legiſlature, 


and experienced a treatment unmeritedly ſcornful, formed a 


Meeting of Delegates,” to which they did not give the name 
of a Convention. Their object, moreover, was a ſpecial and 
avowed one; whereas the Convention which this Bill referred 
to, meant to erect itſelf into a paramount power over the con- 
ſtituted authorities, the inanity and inutility of which they 
made no ſcruple of declaring. It would alſo appear, that their 
projects were now in a ſtate of maturity, and that they were 
preparing to furniſh theraſelves with arms which might enable 
them to follow the example of France. In proof of theſe in- 
tentions, Mr. Burke read ſome extracts from a book publiſhed 
fome time ſince by the Revolutionary Society. | 

He acknowledged that miniſters muſt always owe to the 
People a qualified reſponſibility for all their public actions; 
and if they abuſed the power, that was neceſſarily, but in con- 


fidence repoſed in them, it would be a proper ſubject for fu- 


ture examination. In the meaſure now propoſed, ſuppoſing 


the extreme caſe of the power being abuſed, he contended, 


that it could not have any thing like the bad conſequences that 
would reſult from ſuffering this Convention to go on from 
bad to worſe undiſturbed in their proceedings. The Habeas 
Corpus was unqueſtionably one of our moſt invaluable ſecuri- 
ties; but, in times of great emergency, even that muſt be 
given up for the moment, with a view to the preſervation of 
the whole. | 
At the period of the rebellion of 1715 and 1745, many 
great houſes were divided between the claims of the Stuarts and 
thoſe of the Houſe of Hanover. Happily, by the ſuſpenſion of 
the Habeas Corpus Act, the chiefs and principals of ſeveral noble 
families, at this time the. ornaments of their country, were 
ſafely locked up in the Tower, which if in condition to take 
any part in the conteſt, the conſequence might have been, that 
their fortunes would have been confiſcated, themſelves brought 
to the ſcaffold, and the families extinguiſhed. It might poſ- 
ſibly happen, that the ſame ſalutary effects migh' ariſe from 
the adoption at preſent of ſimilar precautions. If 
| | r. 
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Mr. Sheridan begged to ſet the Hon. Gentleman right on 
one point. He had never ſaid that he deſpiſed newſpapers, 
but the calumnies that had been thrown out againſt him in a 
particular paper, ſuppoſed to be under the immediate direc- 
tion of Government; neither had he requeſted that the Attor- 
ney-General might proſecute on his account. 

The Attorney General (Sir John Scott) ſaid, that he wiſhed 
to pay every reſpect to the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. She- 
ridan); and no man regretted more than he did the calumny 
and abuſe on private characters, that were but too frequently 
circulated in newſpapers; but while Gentlemen called upon 


him to proſecute libels on private characters, he begged leave 


to remonſtrate with thoſe Gentlemen, that if they clogged his 
proceedings as Attorney-General, by forming ſocieties to ſup- 
port thoſe under proſecution, was it not only giving an indi- 
direct encouragement, or, as far as it went, a poſitive aſſurance 
of ſupport, in caſe of a proſecution for libels? How very dif- 


ſicult was it, then, for him to act in ſuch a caſe ? 


It had been ſtated in that Houſe, that he had proceeded with 
lenity; which ſeemed to be an inſinuation conveying reflec- 
tion on the proſecutions in another part of the kingdom. If 
he had been able to trace the combination which appeared in 
the Committee of which he had the honour to be a Member, 


he moſt undoubtedly would have proſecuted thoſe perſons who 


had the audacity to publiſh the Reſolutions ſigned by a perſon 
of the name of Martin, and which were contained in the Re- 
port then before the Houſe. In Scotland, theſe people had 
appeared as delegates from thofe Societies, and acted in open 
defiance of the laws of the country. It was not fair by any 
means to draw an inference, that, becauſe ſevere proſecutions 
were not inſtituted here, the proſecutions in Scotland were not 
founded on juſt and proper grounds. He was ready to ſay, 
that he was moſt completely convinced that the proſecutions 
there inſtituted, and the determination of thoſe proſecu- 
tions made, were inſtituted and made on the moſt complete 
evidence, There they had thrown off that diſguiſe, which 
until Jately they had maintained in this country. He thanked 
God, that he had from circumſtances been placed in the ſitua- 
tion of "Attorney-General of England at this time; and he 
lattered himſelf that nothing would be done that was not con- 
litent with the molt perfect juſtice ; but at the ſame time he 
mult ſay, that legal forms were flow, and required time to 
ring perſons under the judgment of the law. So great was 
the combination of thoſe people who had formed the plan of 
ſubrerting the conſtitution, that it was a meaſure that he felt 
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the moſt neceſſary of any adopted in this country, He was 
free to ſay, that upon that meaſure, in his humble Judgment, 
depended the falvation of the ineſtimable conſtitution we en- 
zoyed, and the preſervation of the happineſs and liberty of the 
country. | 


Mr. Fox explained—He ſaid, he certainly had diſapproved 


of many of the proſecutions, as contrary to law, and to all con- 


itutional principles. It was not neceſſary for him to ſay, if 
ee be _—_ he might bring them before the wiſdom of 
Parliament, but certainly he would not heſitate to mention 
ſome that he thought were well worthy of their notice, —PFirſt, 
thoſe which had taken place in another part of the country ;— 
then the proſecutions of Mr. Walker, at Mancheſter z Mr. 
Philips, at Leiceſter; Rev. Mr. Winterbothoin, and all the 
others that were carried on for words {lightly ſpoken. There 
was another, where he could not be ſuppoſed to have any par- 
tiality for the party concerned; he meant Froſt's trial, the pro- 
ceedings on the whole of which he conſidered to be illegal. 
The Attorney General and Mr. Wigley ſaid, they ſhould be 
ready to defend the procecdings at Leiceſter (of which Place 


Mr. Wigley is Recorder). 9 „ 
The Houfe then divided on the motion for bringing in the 


Bill, when the numbers were, : | 
For it - 201 
Againſt it - 39 
: Majority 162 | 
Mr. Grey roſe to move a Call of the Houſe, that Gentlemen 
might have time to conſider a propoſition, of which, till that day, 
none but the friends of the miniſter had had the leaſt notice, 


and that thoſe who living out of town could have had no no- 


ice whatever, might have an, opportuuity of attending. 
The Chancellor o the Exchequer expreſſed his ſurpriſe at 0 
indiſcretion of a motion, the e of which mult 1 
to defeat the object of the Bill. What f uller attendance _ 
the Hon. Gentleman expect, unleſs he eſtimated the _— 
of Members preſent from the ſmall minority in which he ha 
j ted ? . 8 N 

* Fox argued in ſupport of the motion of e 
Friend. He contended that the delay of one week cou 75 
make any material difference as to the object in view; b * 
object was puniſhment, there muſt be criminality, an Apa 
_ preſent laws were fully adequate to that: If it was mere Au 
prevent the eſcape of a few guilty perſons from juſtice, 
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was ſcandalous for a ſingle moment to ſurrender the liberties 
of the whole kingdom on ſuch an account. He lamented that 
the old eſtabliſhed laws known to the conſtitution had not been 


applied to the evil, if any exiſted; as he ſhould ever contend 


that it was an infamous libel on the conſtitution to ſay, that it 
was only able to maintain itſelf in times of peace and tran- 


quillity, and muſt be ſurrendered in times of danger and dif- 


ficulty. He wiſhed to know for what length of time this ſuſ- 

enſion was to continue, or how it could poſlibly be neceſſary ? 
Was it ſaid, that when we were engaged in a war upon ſuch 
honourable principles, as to be approved by the whole king- 
dom, and that at a time when there was the moſt popular ad- 
miniſtration that ever governed in that kingdom, who had on 
every occaſion a majority of ten to one; was it at ſuch a time, 
that we found it neceſſary to ſuſpend the Habeas Corpus Act, 
from the apprehenſion of an inſurrection in the heart of 
the kingdom? Mr. Fox aſſerted, that the pretences brought 
forward to ſupport this meaſure, were the molt flimſy and bare- 
faced he had ever witnefled, and the meaſure itſelf the moſt 
daring and impudent. It was true that ſince Terror became 
the Order of the Day (to uſe a French mode of expreſſion) 
thoſe opinions might be awhile ſtifled, but they would only be 
ſuppreſſed for a time; they would rankle in ſecret; curſes 
would follow; not loud, but deep: And what might be the 
final event no man could ſay. After this meaſure ſhould have 
paTed, he doubted whether it would be worth the while of any 
of thoſe who aCted with him to attempt to oppoſe any thing 
in that Houſe ; if violences were to ſucceed, he ſhould feel, 
at his laſt moments, the conſolation of having done every 
thing in his power to avert the impending evil from his coun- 
try; and he did not think, in caſe of any diſturbance, that one 
licad in that Houſe would be more ſecure than another. 

Mr. Grey ſaid, that he ſhould not have found it neceſſary to 
add a ſingle word to what had fallen from his Hon. Friend, 
had not the Hon. Gentleman (the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer) taken the liberty to caſt ſome perſonal reflections on 
him; but his rebuke he did not feel; he conſidered it the 
overflowing of an arrogant mind, ſwelled with over-long en- 
joyment of ill-gotten power. He admired the Hon. Gentle- 
man's abilities; he never had denied them; but talents, how- 


ever tranſcendent, when unſupported by honour or honeſty, 


thould never meet reſpect from him. On the ſubject of Par- 
liamentary Reform, he would ſay that, notwithſtanding the 
reflections caſt on it, it was a cauſe he would never deſert, 
under any change of time or circumſtances; nor would he, to 


Vol,, 3 preſerve 
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preſerve power, or gratify idle ambition,ever become an 


epoftate ! 
The Houſe then divided: 
Ayes 195 
Nees 38 


Majority 157 | | 
After this ſtrangers were excluded the gallery; ſo that we 
can only inform the Public, generally, that the Bill was paſſed 
through the ſeveral ſtages of firſt and ſecond readings, voted 


into the Committee, its various clauſes adjuſted and agreed to, 


the report ordered to be made immediately, and received, 

During this, the Members who oppoſed the proceedings di- 
vided the Houſe many times; one of theſe was upon a queſ- 
tion of adjournment, moved by Mr. Courtenay, for the purpoſe 
of affording the Houſe time to reflect upon the meaſure the 
were called upon to decide, but which was negatived. The 
Public will not expect us to ſtate the various diviſions, from 
our inability to aſcertain the preciſe points upon which they 
took place. | | 
At half paſt THREE o'clock in the morning, the Report was 
received, and by conſent, the third reading was put off till the 
next day, when the Houle adjourned. 
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APPENDIX: 


CONTAINING 


TREATIES, STATE PAPERS, PARLIAMENTARY 
REPORTS, AUTHENTIC DOCUMENTS, &c. 


TREATY 


Between his Britannic Majeſty, the King of Pruſſia, and the 


States General of the United Provinces. Si 
Hague, the 19th of April 1794. 


J,EURS Majeſt&s, le Roi de la 
— Grande Bretagne et de Prufle; 
et leurs Hautes Puiſſances les Etats 
Gẽnëẽraux des Provinces Unies, étant 
animées d'un meme deſir d' arrèter 
les progres du ſyſtème d'anarchie et 
de crimes, dont la ſocietẽ civile s' eſt 
vue menacee, et ſouhaitant de ſe 
concerter pour ſoutenir de la ma- 
niere la plus eficace Ja cauſe com- 
mune dans laquelle elles ſe trouvent 
engagẽes, en conſequence de Ia 
guerre injuſte et cruelle que les per- 
lonnes qui exercent les pouvoirs du 
gouvernement en France ont ſuſcitẽs 
4 pluſieurs grandes puiſſances de 
Europe, ſont convenues a la ſuite 
des liaiſons d'amitie et d'ailiance 
gui les uniſſent ſi heureuſement, de 
conclure le preſent traité; et, pour 
cet effet, elles ont nommè leurs Ple- 
r:potentiaires reſpectifs, ſcavoir, ſa 
Majeſté Britannique, le Lord Baron 
de Malmeſbury, Pair du Royaume 
de la Grande Bretagne, Conſeiller 
Privé, Chevalier de l' Ordre du Bain; 
ſa Majeſte Pruſſienne, le Sieur Chre- 
tien Henri Curce, Comte de Haug- 
wiz, fon Miniſtre d'Etat, de Guerre, 
et du Cabinet, Chevalier de POrdre 
de VAigle Rouge; et leurs Hautes 
Puiſſances les Etats GEneEraux des 
Provinces Unies, les Sieurs Laurent 
Pierre van de Spiegel, Conſeiller Pen- 
nonnaire de la Province de Hollande 
et de Weſt Friſe, Garde des Sceaux 
de la dite Province, et ſon Deputé 
a PAfemblee des Etats Generaux, 
ct Henri Fagel, Greffier de leurs 
Hautes Puiſſances: Leſquels, après 
s ctre communiqués leurs plein- 

8 pouvoirs 


gned at the 


THEIR Majeſties the King of 
Great Britain and of Pruſſia, and 
their High Mightineſſes the States 
General of the United Provinces, 
being animated by the ſame deſire of 
putting a ſtop to the progreſs of the 
ſyſtem of anarchy and crimes by 
which civil ſociety has been menaced, 
and being deſirous of concerting to- 
gether to ſupport, in the moſt effec- 
tual manner, the common cauſe in 
which they are engaged, in conſe- 
quence of the unjuſt and cruel war, 
which the perſons, who exerciſe the 

owers of government in France, 
—. raiſed up againſt ſeveral of the 
great powers of Europe, have agreed, 
in conformity to the bonds of friend- 
ſhip and alliance, which ſo happily 


unite them, to conclude the preſent 


treaty ; and, for this purpoſe, they 
have named their reſpective Plenipo- 
tentiaries, to wit, his Britannic Ma- 
jeſty, the Lord Baron ef Malmeſbury, 
a Peer of the Kingdom of Great 
Britain, Privy Counſellor, Knight 
of the Order of the Bath; his Pruſ- 
ſian Majeſty, the Sieur Chrétien 
Henry Curce, Count de Haugwiz, 
his Miniſter of State, of War, and of 
the Cabinet, Knight of the Order of 
the Red Eagle; and their High 
Mightineſſes the States General of 
the United Provinces, the Sieurs 
Laurent Pierre Van de Spiegel, 
Counſellor, Penſionary of the Pro- 
vince of Holland and Weſt Frieſe- 
land, Keeper of the Seals, and De- 
puty of the ſaid Province at the Al- 
ſembly of the States General, and 
Henry Eagel, Greffier of their High 

a | Migh- 
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pouvoirs reſpectifs, ont arretE les 
articles ſuivans. | 


ARTICLE I. 
Sa Majeſtẽ le Roi de Pruſſe-s'en- 


gage à fournir une armee, qui ſera 
compoſce de ſoixante deux mille qua- 
tre cens hommes, conformẽment au 
tableau qu'elle a fait remettre aux 
Miniſtres des Puiſſances Maritimes; 
lequel tableau ſera cenſe faire partie 
du preſent traite. Cette armee reſ- 
tera reunie ſous un Chet Pruſſien, et 
agira de la maniere la plus efficace 
contre l'ennemi commun, ſoit ſepa- 
remment ſoit conjointement, avec un 
corps de troupes, a la ſolde des Puiſ- 
ſances Maritimes, ou de l' une d'elles. 
La dite armee ſera et reſtera com- 
plette, autant que poſſible, et elle 
ſera employee d'après un concert 
militaire entre ſa Majeſte Britan- 
nique, ſa Majefte Pruſſienne, et leurs 
Hautes Puiſſances les Etats Gene - 
raux des Provinces Unies, la ou il 
ſera juge le plus convenable aux in- 
terets des Puiſſances Maritimes. 
Cette arme ſera rendue au lieu de 
ſa deſtination le vingt- quatre May, 
Pan dix ſept cent nonante et quatre, 
eu plutot ſi faire ſe peut. Elle ſera 
pourvue des pieces de campagne, 
avec leur attirail, ainſi que des 
tentes, et de tout l'equippement mi- 
litaire neceſſaire pour agir en cam- 


Pagne. 


ARTICLE II. 


Il eft convenu par les hautes par- 
ties contractantes, que les troupes 
que {a MajeRe Pruſſienne doit four- 
nir a ſa Majeſte Britannique, et a 
leurs Hautes Puiſſances, en vertu 
des traitẽs d alliance reſpectifs entre 
ſa Majeſte Pruſſienne et les Puiſ- 


ſances Maritimes, ſeront compriſes 


dans cette armée de ſoixante deux 
mille quatre cens hommes, et qu'en 
employant la dite armée de la ma- 
nicre Enoncee dans le preſent traitẽ, 
fa Majeſtc Pruſſienne ſera cenſee 
avoir fourni à - ſes: Hauts Allics 


les 


Mightineſſes: Who, after having 
communicated to each other their re. 
ſpective full powers, have agreed 
upon the following articles. 


ARTICLE I. 


His Majeſty the King of Pruſſia 
engages to furniſh an army, which 
ſhall be compoſed of ſixty- two tliou- 
ſand four hundred men, conformably 
to the eſtabliſhment which he has 
cauſed to bedelivered to the Miniſters 
of the Maritime Powers ; which eſta- 
bliſhment ſhall be conſidered as mak- 
ing part of the preſent treaty. This 
army ſhall remain united under a 
Pruſhan Commander, and ſhall act, 
in the moſt effectual manner, againſt 
the common enemy, either ſeparately, 
or jointly, with a body of troops, in 
the pay of the Maritime Powers, or 
of one of them. The ſaid army 
ſhall be and ſhall remain as complete 
as poſſible, and ſhall be employed, 
according to a concert on military 

oints, between his Britannic Ma- 
jeſty, his Pruſſian Majeſty, and their 
High Mightinefles the States Gene- 
ral of the United Provinces, wherever 
it ſhall be judged to be moſt ſuitable 
to the intereſts of the Maritime 
Powers: This army ſhall arrive at 
the place of its deſtination on the 
twenty-fourth of May, in the year 


one thouſand ſeven hundred and 


ninety-four, or ſooner if poſſible. It 
ſhall be provided with field-pieces 
with their carriages, and alſo with 
the tents and all military equipments 
neceſſary for acting in the field. 


ARTICLE II. 


It is agreed by the high contract- 
ing parties, that the troops which 
his Pruſſian Majeſty is bound to fur- 
niſh to his Britannic Majeſty and to 
their High Mightineſſes, by virtue 
of the reſpective treaties of alliance 
between his Pruſſian Majeſty and the 
Maritime Powers, ſhall be compriſed 
in this army of ſixty-two thouſand 
four hundred men; and that, by 
employing the ſaid army in the 
manner declared in this preſent 
treaty, his Pruſſian Majeſty ſhall be 
deemed to have furniſhed to his bigh 
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les ſecours ſtipules par les dits 
traitẽs. | 
ARTICLE III. 


Pour faciliter a ſa Majeſtẽ Pruſ- 
ſienne les moyens d'agir avec vi- 
gueur, et conformeEment aux ſenti- 
mens de zele et d'interet dont elle eſt 
animee pour la cauſe commune, fa 
Majeſte Britannique, et leurs Hautes 
Puiſſances, ſont .convenues de four- 
nir a ſa Majeſtẽ Pruſſienne un ſubſide 
de cinquante mille livres ſterlings 
par mois, juſqu'a la fin de la pre- 
ſente année, et a compter du com- 
mencement du mois dans lequel ce 
preſent traits eſt ſigns, 

. ARTICLE Iv. 
Sa Majeſte Britannique et leurs 


Hautes Puiſſances payeront a fa. 


Majeſté Pruſſienne, des-a-preſent, 


une ſomme de trois cent mille livres 


ſterlings, pour l'aider à fournir aux 
fraix de r6tabliſſement et aux pre- 
mieres depenſes neceſſaires pour met. 
tre l'armè e ci-defſus mentionnee en 
etat de mobilite, et pour la porter 
ſur les points ou elle devroit agir ; 
et, a Pepoque du retour des dites 
troupes, ſa Majeſte Britannique et 
leurs Hautes Puiſſances payeront de 
plus a fa Majeſte Pruſſienne une 
ſomme de cent mille livres ſterlings 
pour les fraix de ce retour de l' armee 
dans Jes etats de ſa Majeſte Pruſ- 
henne, Le dit payement pour les 
fraix de rëtabliſſement et mobilite, 
ſe fera immediafement après l'echange 
des ratifications, auſſi bien que celui 
du premier ſubſide, à payer par 
mois, de cinquante mille livres ſter- 
lings. Les mois ſuivans ſeront ac- 
quittEs par avance, au commence- 
ment de chaque mois. Tous ces 
payemens ſeront effectués a Berlin, 
par les Puiſſances Maritimes ſelon 
tel arrangement dont elles convien- 
dront entr' elles, et la livre ſterling 
_ evaluce a fix ecus cn Frederics 
or. 


ARTICLE v. 
Le ſubſide et les payemens ci-dei- 
tus mentionnes doivent ſuppicer a 
6 . toutes 


allies the ſuccours ſtipulated in the 
ſaid treaties. 


ARTICLE III. 


In order to facilitate to his Pruſ- 
ſian Majeſty the means of acting with 
vigour, and conformably to the ſen- 
timents of zeal and concern with 
which he is animated for the common 
cauſe, his Britannic Majeſty and 
their High Mightineſſes agree to fur- 
niſh to his Pruſſian Majellya ſubſidy 
of fifty thouſand pounds ſterling per 
month, until the end of the 4 


year, and to be reckoned from the 


beginning of the month in which the 
preſent treaty is ſigned. 
6 ARTICLE IV. 

His Britannic Majeſty and their 
High Mightineſſes will- pay to his 
Pruſſian Majeſty, immediately, the 
ſum of three hundred thouſand 
pounds ſterling, to enable him to 
defray the-charge of completing the 


above-mentioned army, and the firſt 


expences neceſſary for putting it in a 
ſtate of action, and for carrying it 
to the place where it is to act; and, 
at the period of the return of the 
faid troops, his Britannic Majeſty 
and their High Mightinefſes will 
moreover pay to his Pruſſian Ma- 
jeſty the ſum of one hundred thou- 
ſand pounds ſterling for the expences 
of the return of the army into the 
territories of his Pruſſian Majeſty. 
The ſaid payments, for the expences 
of completing and putting the troops 
into motion, ſhall be made immedi- 
ately after the exchange of the rati- 
fications, as well as that of the firſt 
ſubſidy, to be paid monthly, of fifty 
thouſand pounds. The following 
months ſhali be diſcharged in ad- 
vance, at the beginning of each 
month. All theſe payments ſhall 
be made at Berlin by the Maritime 
Powers, agreeably to ſuch arrange- 
ment as they ſhall agree upon be- 
tween themſelves; and the pound 
ſterling ſhall be reckoned at $ 
crowns in Frederics d'or. | 

| ARTICLE V. 


The aboye-mentioned ſubſidy and 


payments ſhall ſatisfy all demands 
which 
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toutes demandes que ſa Majeſté 
Pruſſienne pourroit faire a la charge 
des Puiſſances Maritimes, pour les 
depenſes de Parmee;z toutes ces de- 
penſes, de quelque nature qu'elles 
pourroient Etre, devant etre ſup- 
portées par ſa Majeſtc Pruſſienne, 
avec la ſeule exception des fraix du 
pain et du fourage, qui ſeront four- 
nis par les Puiſſances Maritimes, tant 
ur les trente mille quatre cens 
3 que fa Majeſté Pruſhenne 
s*engage a employer au dela des ſe- 
cours {tipules, que pour ces lecours 
memes, d'une maincre conforme 
aux termes des traites d' alliance re- 
ſpectivement ſubſiſtans entre les Puiſ- 
ſances Maritimes et ſa dite Majeſté. 
Mais, pour eviter les difficultẽs qui 
pourroient ſurvenir relativement aux 
fourniſſemens de ces articles en na- 
ture, les hautes parties contractantes 
ſont convenues, qu'il y ſera ſuppice 
en argent, en Pevaluant a raiſon 
d'une livre et douze ſchellings (argent 
ſterling d' Angleterre) par mois, pour 
chaque homme des ſoixante deux 
mille quatre cens à fournir par ſa 
Majeſtẽ Pruſſienne, ſelon le tableau 
ci-Cellus mentionne et le payement 
de cette ſomme le fera par avance, au 
commencement de chaque mots, de 
la meme maniere que celui du ſub- 
ſide, et commencera le meme jour. 
Mais s'il arrive par la ſuite, qu'il 
ſoit fait, d'apres le conſentement des 
Hautes Parties Contractantes, quel- 
que variation dans les proportions re- 
ſpectives d' infanterie, de cavalerie, et 
d'artillerie, Etablie par le dit ta- 
bleau; dans ce cas 1a, il ſera fait une 
nouvelle evaluation de la dite ſubven- 
tion pecuniaire, ſuivant la nouvelle 
proportion des rations et portions 
qui pourroit reſulter de la dite vari- 
ation, afin que la dite evaluation ne 
ſoit pas au dela des depenſes reelles 
occalionnees par le fourniſſement des 
articles dont il eſt queſtion, ſelon la 
proportion des hommes et des che- 
vaux qui ſeront employes. 


ARTICLE VI. 
Il eft convenu que toutes les con- 
quietes faites par cette arme ſeront 


faites aux noms des deux Puiſſances 
Mari- 


TREATY, 


which his Pruſſian Majeſty might be 
entitled to make upon the Maritime 


Powers for the expences of the 


army ; all theſe expences, of what 


nature ſoever they may be, being to 


be defrayed by his Pruſſian Majeſty, 
with the exception only of the ex. 
pences of bread and forage, which 
ſhall be furniſhed by the Maritime 
Powers, as well for the thirty-five 
thouſand four hundred men, whom 
his Pruſſian Majeſty engages to em- 
ploy over and ahove the ſtipulated 
{uccours, as for thoſe ſuccours them- 
ſelves, in a manner conformable to 
the terms of the treaties of alliance 
ſubſiſting between the Maritime 
Powers and his ſaid Majeſty. But, in 
order to avoid the difficultres which 
might ariſe relative to the furniſhing 
of theſe articles in kind, the high 
contracting parties agree that this 


expence ſhall be ſatisfied in money, 


reckoning at the rate of one pound 


twelve ſhillings (ſterling money of 


England) per month, for each man 
of the ſixty- two thouſand four hun- 
dred to be furniſhed by his Pruſſian 
Majeſty, according to the eſtabliſh- 
ment herein before mentioned; and 
the payment of this ſum ſhall be 
made in advance, at the beg! ning 
of each month, in the ſame manner 
as that of the ſubſidy, and ſhall be- 
gin the ſame day. But, if it ſhall 
happen in futwe that any variation 
ſhall be made, by conſent of the high 
contracting parties, in the reſpective 


proportions of infantry, cavalry, and 


artillery, &ttled by the ſaid eftabliſh- 
ment; in ſuch caſe a new valuation 
of the aforeſaid pecuniary aid ſhall 


be made, according to the new pro- 


porticnof rations and portions which 
may reſult from the ſaid variation, 
ſo that the ſaid valuation may not be 
beyond the actual expences occaſioned 
by the furniſhing of the articles in 
queſtion, according to the ' propor- 


tion of men and horſes which ſhall 


be employed. 


ARTICLE VI, 


Tt is agreed, that all conqueſts 
made by this army ſhall be made in 


the names of the two Maritime Pow- 
| ers, 


Le 
noms 
de ret 
gene. 
entret 
reſpor 
armEs 


Ce 
etendu 
annee, 
quatre, 


Le þ 
part et d 
fications 
mois, oi 


En foi 
tiair 
niqu 
enne 
Gen 
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ſpect 
traits 
le ca. 


Les Pler 


Hautes Puif 


pouvoir con 


actuel des er 
au payemen 
dans le pre; 
terme de la ' 
1'2 EE conc 
Vor. III 


Maritimes, et reſteront à leur diſpo- 
ſition pendant le cours de la guerre 
et A la paix, pour en faire tel uſage 
qu' elles jugeront alors le plus con- 
venable. 


ARTICLI VII. 

Les deux Puiſſances Maritimes 
non meront deux perſonnes charges 
de reſi ſer en I-urs noms, au quartier 
general de armee Pruſſienne, pour 
entretenir la communication et cor- 
reſpondance neceſſaires entre les 
armẽs reſpectives. 


ARTICLE VIII. 

Ce traité durera dans tout ſon 
etenduẽ, juſqu'a la fin de la preſente 
annee, mille ſept cent nonante et 
quatre. | 


ARTICLE IX. 

Le preſent traité ſera ratifie de 
part et d' autre, et l' echange des rati- 
fications ſe fera dans l'eſpace d'un 
mois, ou plutot ſi faire ſe peut. 


En foi de quoi, nous Plenipoten- 


tiaires de {a Majeſte Britan- 


' nique, et de ſa Majeſtẽ Pruſſi- 

enne, et des Seigneurs Etats 

_ Generaux des Provinces Unies, 

en vertu de nos pouvoirs re- 

ſpectifs, avons ſignẽ le preſente 

traité, et y avons fait appoſer 
le cachet de nos armes. 


Fait à la Haye, le dix- neuf d' A- 
vril, l'an de Grace, mil ſept cent 
quatre vingt quatorze. 


I. s.) MALMESBURY. 
L. S.) L. P. vaN DE SPIEGEL. 


ARTICLE SEPARE. 


Les Plenipotentizires de leurs 
Hautes Puiſſances n' ayant pas cru 
pouvoir contracter dans le moment 
actuel des engagemens relativement 
au payement des ſubſides ſtipulẽs 
dans le prelent traité au dela du 
terme de la preſente anne, ce traitẽ 
12 été conclu que pour ce terme. 

Vor. III. Mais 


RUSSIAN TREATY, 3 


ers, and ſhall remain at their diſpoſal 
during the courſe of the war, and, 
at the peace, tq be made ſuch uſe of 
as they ſhall then judge moſt proper, 


ARTICLE VII, 


The two Maritime Powers ſhall 
name two perſons commiſſioned to 
reſide in their names at the head 
quarters of the Pruſſian army, 'to 
keep up the neceſſary communication 
and correſpondence between the re- 
ſpective armies. 


ARTICLE VIII. 


This treaty ſhall continue in its 
full force until the end of the preſent 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ninety-four, 


ARTICLE IX, 


The preſent treaty ſhall be ratified 
by all parties, and the exchange of 
the ratifications ſhall be made in the 


ble. 


| pace of one month, or ſooner if poſ- 


In witneſs of which, we, the Ple- 
nipotentiaries of his Britannic 
Majeſty, and of his Pruffian 
Majeſty, and of the Lords States 
General of the United Pro- 
vinces, by virtue of our reſpec- 
tive powers, have ſigned the 
preſent treaty, and have there- 
unto affixed the ſeal of our 
arms. 


Done at the Hague, the 19th of 
April, in the year of Grace one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ninety- four. 


(L. 8.) HAUGwWIZ. 
(L. S.) H. FAGEL. 


SEPARATE ARTICLE. 

The Plenipotentiaries of their High 
Mightineſſes not having thought 
themſelves empowered to contract, 
at the preſent moment, any engage- 
ments relative to the payment of the 
ſubſidies ſtipulated in the preſent 
treaty, beyond the term of the preſent. 
year, this treaty has been coneluded 
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Mais leurs Majefies Britannique et 
Pruſſienne dẽſirant de continuer effet 
des engagemens ſuſdits juſqu'à la 
fin de la guerre, s entendront uiter)- 
eurement, tant entr' elles, qu' avec 
leurs Hautes Puiſſances, fur le re- 
nouvellement du preſent traitẽ pour 
autant que la guerre dureri, aux 
memes conditions qui y {ont enon- 
c&es, par rapport aux troupes, à leur 
emploi, et au payement des ſubſides 
ei- deſſus mentionnees, ainſi qu'au 
fourniſſement du pain et du fourage, 
conformement à l'article V. du traité 
ſans toute: fois rien a'zuter pour les 
fraix du retabliſſement, ou pour ceux 
de Ja mobilite des troupes. 


Fait à la Haye, le dix-neuf d'A- 
vril, Pan de Grace, mil ſept 
cent quatre vingt quatorze. 


(L. S.) MALMESBURY. 


PRUSSIAN TREATY. 


only for that term; but their Britan. 
nic and Pruſſian Majeſties, being 
deſu us of continuing the effect of 
the aforeſaid engagements until the 
end of the war, will enter into fur. 
ther concert, as well between them- 
ſelves as with their High Michti. 
nefles, tor the renewal of the preſent 
treaty, for ſo long as the war ſhall 
laſt, on the ſame conditions as are 
therein declar d with reſpe& to the 
troops, to their employment, and to 
the payment of the aforeſa:d ſubſi- 
dies, as well as to the furniſhing 
bread and forage, conformably to 
article V. of the treaty ; without 
however adding any thing for the 
expences of completing the troops, 
or for thoſe of putting them in mo- 
tion, 


Done at the Hague, the nineteentk 
of April, in the year of Grace 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ninety-tour. 


(L. S.) Havcwrz, 


CONVENTION 


Between his Britannic Majeſty and the States General of the 
United Provinces. Signed at the Hague, the 19th of April 


1794- 


g4. Majefte Britannique, et les 
Seigneurs Etats Generaux des 
Provinces Unies, déſirant de mettre 

ſa Majeſte Pruſſienne en etat de 

pouſſer avec vigueur la guerre, dans 

laquelle la plüpart des puiſſances de 

Europe fe trouvent engagees, par 

Vinjuſte aggreſſion de ceux, qui ont 

exercé les pouvoirs du gouverne- 

ment en France, une negotration a 

£16 entamee pour cet effet a Berkin, 

laquelle ayant depuis été transferce 

a la Haye, y a été terminee par le 
trait de ſubſide, conclu ce jourd*hui, 
par lequel les Puiſſances Maritimes 

ſe ſont engagées a fournir a ſa Ma- 
jeſte Pruſſienne les ſommes mention- 
neces 


IS Britannic Majeſty and the 
Lords the States General of the 
United Provinces, deſiring to put his 
Pruſhan Majeſty into a fituation to 
proſecute with vigour the war, in 
which the greateſt part of the powers 
of Europe find themſelves engaged, 
through the unjuſt aggreſſion of thoſe 
who have exerciſed the powers of go. 
vernment in -France, a negotiation 
has been opened for this purpoſe at 
Berlin, which having ſince been 
transferred to the Hague, has been 


there terminated by the treaty of 


ſublidy, concluded this day, by 
which the Maritime Powers have en- 
gaged themſelves to ſurniſn to bis 


Pruſſian 
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PRUSSIAN TREATY, 


wes dans le ſuſdit traité, aux fins 
qui s'y trouvent Egalement Enonces, 
A la ſuite de ce traité, ſa Majeſté 
Britannique, et leurs Hautes Puiſ- 
ſances les Seigneurs Etats Gé é- 
raux des Provinces Unies, d<firant 
de s'entendre niterieurement entre 
elles {ur la repartition des dites 
ſommes 2 fournir a fa Majeite Pruſ- 
ſieune, ont reſolu de conclure a cet 
effe, entre elles, la p élente con- 
vention, et ont nommé en conſe- 
quence, gaveir, fa Majeſté Britan- 
n. que, le Lord Baron de Malmeſ- 
hu:y, Pair du Royaume de la Grande 
B. ciagne, Conteiller Privé, et Che- 


vaicr-de l'Ordre du Bain; et leurs 


Hautes Pu flances les Etats Gene- 
r. ux, ls Steurs Laurent Pierre van 
de Spiegel,. Conteiller Pentionnaire 
de la Pie ince d' Hollande et de Welt 
Fiiſe, Gor le de Sc-aux, et Député 
d ia que Province a I Aſſemblèe des 
Fats Ge.,craux, et Henri Fagel, 
Gr. iter de leurs Hautes Puiſſances: 
Leſq «ls, apres $'Erre communiques 
les pic.np: uvoirs reſpectifs, et les 
avoir trpuves en bonne et due forme, 
ont avitt6 les articles ſuivans. 
a 


ARTICLE I. 


Leurs Hautes Puiſſances les Etats 
Ge Eraux fourniront pour leur quote- 
part de la ſomme entiere a payer 2 
ta Majefte Prufſienne, pour ia mettre 
en ctat de remplir les engagemens 
qu'elle a contractes par le traité de 
ſubſide, conclu et figne ce jourd' hui, 
la ſomme de quatre cens mille livres 
ſterlings, d'apres la meme evalua- 
tion qui ſe trouve ſtipulce dans le 
ſuſdit traité; laquelle ſomme ſera 
partagce, de maniere que cent mille 
livres ſterlings ſeront affe&tes pour 
ſubvenir a une partie des depenſes 
deſignées dans le dit traité ſous le 
nom de *“ Fraix de retabliſſement, 
de mobilite et de retour, tandis 
que les trois cent mille livres reſtans 
ſcront diviſes en neuts portions 
egales, pour ſubvenir en partie aux 
de penſes du pain et du fourage, ſui- 

| vant 


* 


Pruſſian Majeſty the ſums ſpecified 
in the above-mentioned treaty, to the 
ends which are allo announced in it. 
In conſequence of this treaty his Bri- 
tannic Majeſty and their High Migh- 
tineſſes the Lords States General of 
the United Provinces, deſiring to 
come to a further underſtanding be- 
tween themſelves upon the reparti- 
tion of the ſaid ſums to be furniſhed 
to his Pruſſian Majeſty, have re- 
ſolved to conclude for that purpoſe, 
between themſelves, the preſent Con- 
vention, and have named in conſe- 
quence, that is to ſay, his Britannic 
Majeſty, the Lord Baron Malmeſ- 
bury, Peer of the Kingdom of Great 
Britain, a Privy Counſellor, - and 
Knight of the Order of the Bath; 
and their High Mightinefles the 
States General, the Sieurs Laurent 
Pierre van de Spiegel, - Counſellor 
Penſionary of the Province of Hol- 
land and of Weſt Frieſland, Keeper 
of the Seals, and Deputy of the Kid 
Province at the Aſſembly of the 
States General, and Henri Fagel, 
Grether of their High Mightineſles : 
Who, after having mutually com- 
municated their reſpective full 
powers, and having found them in 
good and due form, have ſettled the 
following articles. 


ARTICLE I. 


Their High Mightineſſes the States 
General ſhall furniſh for their quoto. 
part of the entire ſum to be paid to 
his Pruſſian Majeſty, in order to 
enable him to fulfil the engagements 
which he has contracted by the treaty 
of ſubſidy, concluded and figned this 
day, the ſum of four hundred thou- 


. ſand pounds ſterling, after the ſame 


valuation which is ſtipulated for in 
the above-mentioned treaty ; which 
ſum ſhall be divided in ſuch a man- 
ner that one hundred thouſand pounds 
ſterling may be appropriated to an- 
{wer you of the expences expreſſed in 
the ſaid treaty under the name of 
Charges of completing, of putting 
© jn motion, and of return, whilſt 
the remaining three hundred thou- 
ſand pounds ſhall be divided into 
nine equal portions, to anſwer in 
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vant I'evaluation du dit traits, et en 

artie aux ſubſides que ſa Majeſte 
Srinnique, et leurs Hautes Puiſ- 
ſances, ſe ſont engagtes par article 
III. du traité a fournir a ſa Majelte 
Pruſſienne. 


ARTICLE IT. | 

Comme les circonſtances actuelles 
ne permettent pas a leurs Hautes 
Puiſſances de prendre des engagemens 
de ſubſide pour un terme indefini, il 
eſt entendu, que la preſente conven- 
tion ne s'ctendra pas au dela du 
terme de Pannee courante z mais fi 
malheureuſement la guerre n'etoit 
pas terminee, alors, ſa Majeſte Bri- 
tannique et les Etats GEneraux ſe 
concerteroient pour prendre, de tems 
en tems, toutes les meſures conve- 
nables pour le renouvellement de 
cette convention, et pour ſoutenir 
avec vigueur la juſte cauſe, dans la- 
quelle ſa Majeſte Britannique, et 
leurs Hautes Puiſſances, ſe trouvent 
engagces. 

ARTICLE III. 
La preſente convention ſera ra- 


tifice de part et d' autre, et l'echange 


des ratifications ſe fera dans Fepace 
d' un mois, ou platot fi faire ſe peut. 


En foi de quoi, nous Plenipoten- 
tiaires de ſa Majeſte Britan- 
nique et des Seigneurs Etats Ge- 
neraux des Provinces Unies, en 


vertu de nos aer, reſpectifs, 
avons ſigne la preſente con ven- 


tion, et y avons fait appoſer le 


cachet de nos armes. 

Fait à la Haye, le dix- neuf 
d' Avril, mille ſept cent quatre 
vingt quatorze. 


(L. S.) MALMESBORY. 


part the expences of bread and 
forage, according to the valuation 
of the ſaid treaty, and in part of 
ſubſidy, which his Britannic Ma. 
jeſty and their High Mightineſſes 
have engaged themſelves by article 
III. of the treaty to furniſh to his 
Pruſſian Majeſty. 
ARTICLE 11, 

As the exiſting circumſtances do 

not permit their High Mightineſſes 


to enter into engagements of ſubſidy 
for an indefinite term, it is under- 


ſtood, that the preſent convention 


will not be extended beyond the term 
of the preſent year; but, if unhap- 
pily the war ſhouid not then be 
finiſhed, his Britannic Majeſty and 
the States General would conſult 


together, in order to take, from time 


to time, all the adequate meaſures 


for renewing this convention, and 
for ſupporting with vigour the jnſt 


cauſe, in which his Britannic Ma- 
jeſty and their High Mightinefles 
find themſelves engaged. 


ARTICLE III. 


The preſent convention ſhall be 
ratified on both ſides, and the ex- 
change of the ratifications ſhall take 


place in the ſpace of one month, or 


ſooner if it be poſſible. 


In faith of which, we, Plenipoten- 
tiaries of his Britannic Majeſty, 
and of the Lords States General 
of the United Provinces, in 
virtue of our reſpective powers, 
have figned the preſent conven- 
tion, and affixed to it the ſeal 
of our arms. 


Done at the Hague, the nineteenth 
of April, one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ninety- four. 


(L. S.) L. P. van DE SPIEGEL, 
(L. S.) H. FAGEL, 
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The COMMITTEE of SECRECY of the 
HovsE of COMMONS. 
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The COMMITTEE to whom the ſeveral Papers referred 
to in His Majeſty's Mefſage of the 12th of May 1794, 
and which were preſented (ſealed up) to the Houſe, by Mr. 
Secretary Dundas, upon the 12th and 13th Days of the 
ſaid Month, by His Majeſty's Command, were referred ; 

and who were directed to examine the Matters thereof, 
and report the ſame, as they ſhould appear to them, to 
the Houſe ; have proceeded, in obedience to the Orders 
of the Houſe, to the Conſideration of the Matters referred 


to them. 


1 find, on the firſt inſpection, that the books and papers 
which they are directed to examine contain a full and authen- 
tic account of certain proceedings of two Societies, calling them- 
ſelves The Society for Conſtitutional Information, and The 
London Correſponding Society, who appear to be cloſely con- 
nected with other Societies in many parts of Great Britain, and in 
Ireland; and the Committee alſo obſerve, from recent circum- 
ſtances, which have already come under their obſervation, that theſe 
proceedings appear to become every day more and more likely to 
affect the internal peace and ſecurity of theſe kingdoms, and to 
require, in the moſt urgent manner, the immediate and vigilant 
attention of Parhament. | | 

The Committee have, therefore, thought it their indiſpenſable 
duty, in the firit inſtance, to ſubmit to the Houſe the general 
view which they have been enabled to form of theſe tranſactions, 
reſerving a more particular ſtatement for a ſubſequent Report. 

In the hook containing the Proceedings of the Society for Con- 
ſtitutional Information, which was found in the cuſtody of the 
perſon acting as ſecretary to the Society, there are regular entries 
of what paſſed on each day of meeting, from the end of the year 
1791 to the gth of May in the preſent year. | 

Prom theſe it appears, that during almoſt the whole of that 
period, and with hardly any conſiderable interval, except during 
part of the ſummer in 1:92 and 1793, this Society has, by a ſeries 


of reſolutions, publications, and correſpondence, been 3 
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and ſyſtematically purſuing a ſettled deſign, which appears to your 
Committee to tend to the ſubverſion of the eſtabliſhed Conſtitution, 
and which has of late been more openly avowed, and attempted to 
be carried into full execution, 

The principles on which this deſign is founded are ſtrongly and 
unequivocally proved, from reſolutions formed as carly as the 18th 
of May 1792, in which the Society applaud the intention of pub. 
liſhing a cheap edition of the Firſt and Second Parts of The Rigchts 
of Man; and refolve, © That a copy of Mr. Paine's Letter (in- 
forming them of this intention) together with theſe Reſolutions, 
© be tranſmitted to all the Aſſociated Societies in town and coun- 
try; and that this Society do congratulate them on the firm as 
well as orderly ſpirit and tranquil perſeverance manifeſted in all 


their proceedings, and exhort them to a fteady continuance 


therein: And alſo, That three thouſand copies of the Letter 
© and Reſolution ſhould be printed for the uſe of the Society.“ 
This ſingle circumſtance would, in the judgment of your Commit- 
tee, leave little doubt of the real nature of the deſigns entertained 
by this Society: Their conduct in other reſpects has correſponded 
with it. . 

On the 11th of May in the fame year they vote an addreſs, 
in terms of approbation and applauſe, to the Society of Jacobins at 
Paris. | | 

They adopt a fimilar meaſure, under eircumfſtances ſtill more 
ſtriking, by ſending, on the gth of November following, an ad- 
dreſs to the National Convention of France, full of panegyric on 
the French Revolution, and expreſſing the ſtrongeſt wiſhes for its 

rogreſs and ſucceſs. This Addreſs was actually preſented at the 
ber of the Convention by two perſons, of the name of Barlow and 
Froſt; and the anſwer of the Preſident was read at the Meeting of 
the Society on the 7th of December 1792. | | 
On the 14th of the fame month a letter is received from perſons 
calling themſcives the Friends of Liberiy and Equality, at Laon, 
capital of the department de V.Aiine ; and referred by the Society 
to their Committe of Correſpondence. 

On the 21ſt of the jame month, certain Members are expreſsly 
appointed a Committee for Foreign Correſpondence. 

The proceedings of this Committee are ordered to be entered in 
a ſeparate bobk; and a letter received that day from the Friends of 
Liberty and Equality at Macon is referred to that Committee. 

On the 25th of January aud on the iſt of February 1793 (at 
the eve of the commencement of the war, and after the repeated 
repreſentations which had been made on the part of the Britiſh 
Government, complaining of the conduct of France), the citizens 
Barrere and Roland (then leading members of the French Conven- 
on) are admitted Aﬀociated Honorary Members of the Society; 
and the ſpeeches of Barrcre and St. Andre (alfo an Honorary 
Member of the Society) as given in the Moniteur of the 4th, 6th, 
and 7th of January, are directed to be inſerted in the books of the 


Societ ; ; | 
Subſe- 
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Subſequent to the declaration of war, which interrupted this 
ſyſtem of direct correſpondence and concert with France, and down | 
to the preſent time, the Society have continued, on various occa- 1 
ſions, to manifeſt their attachment to the cauſe of the French 1 

Revolution; and have affected to follow, in their proceedings and 1 7765 [1 
in their language, the forms aud eyen the phraſes which are adopted 11. 
in that country. | $4 

The next leading circumſtance which has engaged the attention 
of your Committee, is the unremitting activity and diligence with 
which this Society have attempted to diſſeminate their principles, 
both by publications and reſolutions induſtrioufly and extenſively 
circulated, and by endeavouring to eftabliſh a general correſpond- 
ence and concert among the other ſeditious Societies in the metro- 
polis, and in different parts of England and Scotland, as well as in 
Ireland. With many of theſe this Society appears itſelf to have 
carried on an immediate correſpondence, particularly with thoſe at 
Sheffield, Norwich, and Mancheſter, who have, on all occaſions, 155 
taken the moſt forward and active part in theſe tranſactions. In 4 
their correſpondence with Norwich in particular, as early as the 
12th of April 1793, there is a paſſage which ſo clearly marks the 
real object which (whatever may have been their pretexts) they 
appear uniformly to have had in view, that your Committee think 


it right here to inſert it. N 
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Extract of a Letter from the Secretary to the Society for 
Conſtitutional Information, to the Secretary to the United ' 
Political Societies at Norwich; dated 10th April 1793. 55 


Where then are we to look for the remedy ? To that Parlia- 
ment of which we complain? To the Executive Power, which 


— 
* 
- 


4 


nen 


11 
6 5 j 
is implicitly obeyed, if not anticipated in that Parliament? Or rot 
_ © to ourſelves, repreſented in ſome Meeting of Delegates for the 344 
* eſpecial purpoſe of Reform, which we ſuppoſe you underſtand 7733 
by the term CONVENTION. #104 
„ 
" look to; and as ſucceſs in a good cauſe mult be the effect of 1. 
perſeverance and the riſing reaion of the time, let us determine ; 10 ] 
* with coolneſs, but let us perſevere with decition.—As to a 1 
Convention, we regard it as a plan the moſt deſirable and moſt . 
N 1 


14 
EY 
4 


N. 


It is the end of each of theſe propoſitions that we ought to a 


* practicable, ſo ſoon as the great body of the people ſhall be 
* courageous and virtuous enough to join us in the attempt. 
$ Hitherto we have no reaſon to believe that the moment is 
arrived for that purpoſe. As to any petition to the Crown, 
© we believe it hopeleſs in its confequences. With reſpect to the 
* lait of the propoſals, we are at a loſs to adviſe. If the event is 
looked to in the vote which may be obtained from that body to 
whom this petition is to be addreſſed, which of us can look to 
it without the proſpect of an abſolute negative? In this point 
* of view, therefore, it cannot require a moment's conſideration. 
But if we regard the poly of ſuch a petition, it may, in our 

appre- 


32 FIRST REPORT OF COMMONS' SECRET COMMITTEE, 


apprehenſion, be well worth conſidering as a warning voice ts 
our preſent Legiſlators, and as a ſignal for imitation to the majo. 
rity of the people. Should ſuch a plan be vigorouſly and gene. 


trymen that we are not a handful of individuals unworthy of 


ancient liberties of England ; but, on the contrary, it might 
bring into light that hoſt of well-meaning men, who, in the dif. 
ferent towns and counties of this realm, are ſilently, but ſeri. 
ouſly, anxious for Reformation in the Government. 

We exhort you with anxiety to purſue your laudable endea- 


a A A a A & a „ a 


<* yours for the common good, and never to deſpair of the public 


« cauſe.” 


But of all the Societies with which they correſponded, the two of 
the greateſt importance are, The London Correſponding Society 
(which has been already referred to, and with whom during this 
whole period the correſpondence appears to have been continually 


kept up), and the Aſſembly which called itſelf The Britiſh Con- 


vention at Edinburgh. The firſt of theſe it will be neceſſary for 


the Committee to adyert to particularly, The proceedings of the 
ſecond are already ſufficiently notorious. It is therefore only ne- 
ceſſary here to add, that on the meeting of the Conſtitutional Soci- 
ety, on the 25th of October laſt, after their adjournment for the 
ſummer, a letter was read from the Secretary of the Convention of 
the Friends of the People at Edinburgh, to the Secretary of the 
Correſponding Society—in conſequence of which it was reſolved, 
that there ſhould be an extraordinary general meeting, to conſider 
of ſending Delegates to a Convention of Delegates of the different 
Societies in Great Britain, to be held at Edinburgh, for the pur- 
poſe of obtaining a Parliamentary Reform. | 

On the Monday following, the 28th of October, this meeting 
took place. Two Delegates were choſen, and the following in- 
ſtructions given them: 8 


© The Delegates are inſtructed, on the part of this Society, to 
aſſiſt in bringing forward and ſupporting any conſtitutional 
meaſures for procuring a real Repreſentation of the Commons 
of Great Britain in Parliament. That in ſpecifying the re- 
dreſs to be demanded of exiſting abuſes, the Delegates ought 
never to loſe fight of the two effential principles, General Suf- 
frage and Annual Repreſentation, together with the unaliena- 
ble right in the people to reform. And that a reaſonable and 
known compenſation ought to be made to the Repreſentatives 
of the Nation by a national contribution. Op Sn, ; 
That the Delegates do punctually correſpond with the Soct- 
* ety, for the purpoſe of communicating information, and 0 
receiving ſuch further inſtructions as the exigency may re- 
gquire. e 
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rally purſued, it would hold out a certainty to our fellow-coun- 


attention or conſideration, who deſire the reſtoration of the 
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© And it was further reſolved, 9 

That the Society be deſired to write to the different Socie- 
© ties with which this Society is in correſpondenee, informing 
them that the London Correſponding Society, together with 
this Society, have elected Delegates to the Convention of De- 
© legates to meet at Edinburgh on the 2gth inſtant ; and to re- 


1 . . * - . 
« queſt their concurrence in this important meaſure.” 


The Delegate appears, according to his inſtructions, to have 
correſponded with the Secretary of the Society; but no reſolutions 
are entered on the ſubject, till tlie 17th of January, ſubſequent to 
the apprehenſion and trial of ſeveral of the Members of the Conven- 
tion at Edinburgh, On that day the Society paſſed the following 
reſolutions : | Ns 

© Reſolved, That law ceaſes to be an obje& of obedience 
« whenever it becomes an inſtrument of opprefſior. _ 

© Reſolved, That we call to mind, with the deepeſt ſatisfac- 
tion, the merited fate of the infamous Jefferies, once Lord 
Chief Juſtice of England, who, at the æra of the glorious 
© Revolution, for the many iniquitous ſentences which he had 
« paſſed, was torn to pieces by a brave and injured people. 

© Reſolved, That thoſe who imitate his example deſerve his fate. 
© Reſolved, That the 'Tweed, though it may divide countries, 
© ought not and does not make a ſeparation between thoſe prin- 
* ciples of common ſeverity in which Engliſhmen and Scotch- 
men are equally intereſted ; that injuſtice in Scotland is injuſ- 
* ticein * ; and that the Ny of Engliſſimen is endangered 
* whenever their brethren in Scotland, for a conduct which en- 
« titles them to the approbation of all wiſe, and the ſupport of 
© all brave men, are ſentenced to Botany Bay ; a puniſhment 
* hitherto inflicted only on felons. | - 

© Reſolved, That we ſee with regret, but we ſee without fear, 
that the period is faſt approaching when the liberties of Britons 
* muſt depend not upon reaſon, to which they have long ap- 
« pealed, nor on their powers of expreſſing it, but on their firm 
and undaunted reſolution to oppoſe tyranny by the ſame means 
© by which it is exereiſed. 

© Reſolved, That we approve of the conduct of the Britiſh 
Convention, who though aſſailed by force have not been an- 
* ſwered by arguments; and who, unlike the Members of a cer- 
* tain Aﬀembly, have no intereſt diſtinct from the common body 
* of the people. 

* Reſolved, That a copy of the above Reſolutions be tranſ- 
* mitted to Citizen Skirving, Secretary to the Britiſh Conven- 
* tion, who is now impriſoned under colour of law in the Tol- 


* booth of Edinburgh.” . 


Subſequent to this period the books of the Society are full of 
Vol. III. 0 repeated 
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repeated declarations of approbation and attachment, addreſſed to 
Muir, Palmer, Skirving, NI. | 
cently convicted of ſedition by the Court of Juſticiary in Scotland; 
and of the moſt violent and inflammatory attacks on the proceedings 
of that Court. 

Your Committee have thus far traced ſeparately ſome of the lead- 
ing proceedings of this Society, as appearing from the entries in 
their own books. Before they take notice of thoſe of a more re- 
cent date, and which are in the preſent moment ef more immediate 


importance, it becomes neceſſary to give an account of the other 


Society, called the London Correſponding Society, becauſe the 
meaſures which have been adopted during the laſt ſix weeks appear 
to have been the reſult of a more particular and intimate concert 
between the two Societies. | EE 25 
It appears from the evidence before your Committee, that the 
London Correſponding Society meets occaſionally in a body, but 
that its ordinary meetings are in ſeparate diviſions in different parts 


of the town; that the number of theſe diviſions has been gradually 


increaſing; and that there are now about thirty of them eſtabliſhed, 
That there is a Secretary to each diviſion, another to the whole 
body, and a General Committee formed from one member of each 
diviſion. That when the Society originally met (which is ſtated 
to have been in 1792) it conſiſted of about two hundred perſons, 
but that in about fix months it had conſiderably increaſed, and it 
was agreed that it ſhould divide itſelf into ten different diviſions; 
that afterwards it was the plan, that when the numbers of any divi- 
fion amounted to more than thirty, they ſhould divide themſelves 
again. That this has not been ſtrictly adhered to; but nevertheleſs, 
in ſome inſtances, ſeveral ſeparate diviſions have been formed out of 
one. One of theſe diviſions is ſaid now to conſiſt of ſix. hundied 
perſons, and the number of the others to be various. | 

It farther appears, that this Society has been in the habit of cor- 
reſponding with the Societies in the country, particularly at Shet- 
field, Mancheſter, Briſtol, Coventry, Nottingham, Derby, Lei- 
ceſter, Norwich, Birmingham, Leeds, Newcaſtle upon Tyne, 
Royiton, York, Hereford, Edinburgh, and different Societies in 
Scotland, | | 

This Society appears likewiſe, in the conrfe of the year 1792, to 


have prefented an addreſs to the French Convention, of a nature 


ſimilar to that from the Society for Conſtitutional Information, and 
to have communicated it to this latter Society, in whoſe book 1t 1s 
entered. | NE 

The Committee are not enabled to lay before the Houſe a con: 
nected ſtatement of the proceedings of the Correſponding Society, 
from the time of its inſtitution, as the Committee are not in poſle!- 
ſion of any regular journal of them. But they think it right here to 
inſert a printed paper, which was found in the cuſtody of the Secre- 


tary of the Society, and contains an addreſs {tated to have been 
- | x agree 


argarot, and Gerald, the perſons re. 
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agreed upon at a General Meeting of this Society, on the 2oth of 
January laſt. | 5 
[The following is a copy of the ſaid printed paper.] 

At a General Meeting of the London 1 Soei - 
ety, held at the Globe Tavern, Strand, on Monday the 
£ 2oth day of January, 1794; Citizen John Martin in the 
Chair. The following Addreſs to the People of Great 
« Britain and Ireland was read and agreed to. | 
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We find the nation involved in a war, by which, in the 
© courſe of ONE campaign, immenſe numbers of our country- 
©. men have been ſlaughtered; a vaſt expeuce has been incurred, 
* our trade, commerce, and manufactories, are almoſt deſtroyed, 
and many of our manufacturers and artiſts are ruined, and their 
« families ſtarving. he 
To add to our affliction, we have reaſon to expect, that 
© other taxes will ſoon' be added to the intolerable load of impoſts 
© and impoſitions with which we are already overwhelmed ; for 
the purpoſe of defraying the expences which have been incurred 
in a fruitleſs cruſade, to -re-eftabliſh the odious deſpotiſm of 
France. 5 Mp” 
© When we contemplate the principles of this war, we confeſs 
© ourſelves to be unable to approve of it, as a meaſure either, of 
« juſtice or diſcretion ; and if we are to form our calculation, of 
the reſult, from what has already paſſed, we can only look for- 
© ward to defeat and the eternal diſgrace of the Britiſh name. 
While we are thus engaged in an expenſive and ruinous fo- 
5 reign war, our ſtate at home is not leſs deplorable. 
We are eyery day told, by thoſe perſons who are intereſted 
in ſupporting the corruption lift, and an innumerable hoſt of 
* ſinecure placemen, that the Conſtitution of England is the per- 
« feftion of human wiſdom ; that our laws (we ſhould rather ſay, 
Tukix laws) are the perfection of juſtice 3 and that their admi- 
© niſtration of thoſe laws is ſo impartial and ſo ready, as to afford 
© an equal remedy, both to the rich and to the poor; by means 
© of which, we are ſaid to be placed in a ſtate of abiolute freedom, 
and that our rights and liberties are ſo well ſecured to us as to 
render all invaſion of them impoſſible. 1 
When we aſk, How we enjoy theſe tranſcendent privileges? 
£ we are referred to MAGNA CHARTA, and the BILL of 
* RIGHTS; and the glorious REVOLUTION in the year 
* 1688, is held out to us as the bulwark of Britiſh liberty. 
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© CirrztNs: | | 
* We have referred to Magna Charta, to the Bill of Rights, 
and to the Revolution, and we certainly do find that our anceſ- 


* tors did eſtabliſh wiſe and wholeſome laws: But we as certainly 
. C 2 6 find, 
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find, that, of the venerable Conftitution of our anceſtors, 
hardly a vellige remains. | 


The only chapters of the Great Charter, which are now in 


legal exiſtence, are the 14th and 29th. 
The important proviſion of the 14th chapter runs thus: 


A freeman ſhall not be amerced for a ſmall fault, but after the 
manner of the fault; and for a great fault after the greatneſs 
thereof, ſaving to him his contenement; and a merchant like- 
wiſe, ſaving to him his merchandize; and any other's villain 


than ours ſhall be likewiſe amerced, ſaving to him his wainage; 
and none of the ſaid amerciaments ſhall be aſſeſſed, but by the 
oath of honeſt and lawful men of the vicinage.“ : 


© But by the uſurped power of the judges, in aſſeſſing fines 


(and wh. fines! !) in the caſes of miſdemeanour ; this glorious 


right of i.e ſubject, of having theſe fines aſſeſſed by the jury 


(the oni; p. Tible protection from ſlavery and the vileſt oppreſ- 
fon), is unj./''y and infamouſly raviſhed from us. 
The proviſiu:: of the 29th chapter runs thus: 


No freeman ſhall betalen or impriſoned, or be diſſeiſed of his 
freehold, or liberties, or free cuſtoms, or be outlawed, or 


exiled, or any otherwiſe deſtroyed, nor we will not paſs upon 


him, nor condemn him, but by the lawful judgment of his 
peers, or by the law of the land. We will ſell to no man, 


* 


we will not deny, or defer to any man, either juſtice or 


right. 


The various methods now in conſtant practice by which the 
benefits of this proviſion are totally defeated and deſtroyed, 
might induce us to ſuppoſe, that the GREAT CHARTER 
has been repealed; if we did not aſſuredly know, that it is the 
fundamental baſis of our Conſtitution; which even the REAL 
repreſentatives of the people much leſs the miſerable nominees 
of HELSTONE and OLD SARUM) have not the right, 
nor {as we truſt it will be found by experience) the POWER 


to repeal. Yet what da we find in practice? Unconſtitutional 


and illegal INFORMATIONS EX OFFICIO, that is, the 
arbitrary will of the King's Attorney General, uſurping the 


office of the ACC USING Jury; and the intereſted oath of a 


vile common informer, with the judgment of as vile a common 
trading or penſioned juſtice, ſubſtituted in the room of our 
birth-right, an impartial trial by our country. 

Add to this, that the exoibitant expence of judicial proceed- 
ings, the novel practice of arbitrarily and repeatedly annulling 
the verdicts of juries, and the dilatory practice of the courts, 


moſt openly and ſhamefully contradict the-clauſe which forbids 


the denial, the delay, and the fale of juſtice. | 


« A man 
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A man accuſed of FeLowy (for which, by the common law 
of England, his life and goods are forfeited) may be bailed on 


finding two ſureties for forty pounds each; but upon a 


charge of MISDEMEANOUR by words only, bail to the 
amount of ONE THOUSAND POUNDS has been de- 
manded. 

Upon conviction, alſo, for ſuch miſdemeanour, enormous 
fines, long and cruel impriſonments unknown to our ancient 
laws, and unſanctioned by any new ſtatutes, have of late 
(and but of late) been too frequently and too oppreflively in- 
flicted. And all this, altheugh by this Bill of Rights it is 
declared, that * exceſſive bail ſhall not be demanded, nor cruel 
and unuſual puniſhments infficted.“ 

© If we look to IRELAND, we find that acknowledged pri- 
vilege of the people, to meet for the ſupport and protection of 
their rights and liberties, is attempted, by terror, to be taken 
away by a late infamous Act of Parliament: Whilſt titles of 
honour—no, but of diſhonour—are laviſhed ; and new ſources 
of corruption opened, to gratify the greedy proſtitution of thoſe 
who are the inſtruments of this oppreſſion. 


In SCOTLAND, the wicked hand of power has been im- 


pudently exerted, without even the wretched formality of an 
Act of Parliament. Magiſtrates have forcibly intruded into 
the peaceful and lawful meetings of Freemen ; and, by force 
(not only without law, but againſt law), have, under colour of 
mag iſterial office, interrupted their deliberations, and prevented 
their aſſociation. | | | 

The wiſdom and good conduct of the BRITISH CON- 
VENTION at Edinburgh, has been ſech, as to defy their 
bittereſt ænemies to name the law which they have broken 
notwithſtanding which, their papers have been ſeized, and 
made uſe of as evidence againſt them, and many virtuous and 
meritorious individuals have been, as cruelly as unjultly, for 
their virtuous actions, diſgraced and deſtroyed by infamous and 
illegal ſentences of tranſportation. And theſe unjuſt and 
wicked judgments have been executed with a rancour and 
mal:gnity, never before known in this land; our reſpectable 
and beloved fellow-citizens have been caſt FETTERED into dun- 
geons, amongſt felons in the hulks, to which they were not 
ſentenced. | 


© CITIZENS 


© We all approve the ſentiments, and are daily repeating the 

words, for which theſe our reſpectable and valuable brethren 
are thus unjuſtly and inhumanly ſuffering. We, too, aſſociate 
in order to obtain a fair, free, and full, repreſentation of the 
people, in a Houſe of real national repreſentatives. Are we alſo 
willing to be treated as Fz1,ons, for claiming this our inherent 
right, which we are determined never to forego but with our 
lives, and which none but thieves and traitors can wiſh to with- 
| | bold 
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hold from us? Conſider, it is one and the ſame corrupt and 
corrupting influence which at this time domineers in Ireland, 
Scotland, and England. Can you believe that thoſe who ſend 
virtuous [riſhmen and Scotchmen fettered with felons to Botany 
Bay, do not meditate and will nat attempt to ſeize the firſt 
moment to ſend us after them? Or if we had not juſt cauſe to 
apprehend the ſame inhuman treatment; if, inſtead of the moſt 
imminent danger, we were in perfect ſafety from it; ſhould we 
not diſdain to enjoy any liberty or privilege whatever, in which 
our honeſt Iriſh and Scotch brethren did not equally and as 
fully participate with us? Their cauſe then and ours is the 
ſame. And it is both our duty and our intereſt to ſtand or fall 
together. The Iriſh Parliament and the Scotch Judges, actu— 
ated by the fame Engliſh influence, have brought us directly to 
the point. There is no farther ſtep beyond that which they 
have taken. We are at iſſue. We muſt now chuſe at once 
either liberty or ſlavery for ourſelves and our poſterity. Will 


you wait till BARRACKS are erected in every village, and 


till ab/idized Heſſians and Hanoverians are upon us? 

© You may atk, perhaps, By what means ſhall we ſeek re. 
dreſs ? | 

We anſwer, that men in a ſtate of civilized ſociety are bound 
to ſeek redreſs of grievances from the laws; as long as any 
redreſs can be obtained by the laws, But our common Maker 
whom we ſerve (whoſe law is a law of liberty, and whoſe ſervice 
is perfect freedom) has taught us not to expect to gather grapes 
from thorns, nor figs from thiſtles. We muſt have redreſs 
from our own laws, and not from the laws of our plunderers, 


enemies and oppreſſors. 


„THERE IS NO REDRESS FOR A NATION CIR. 


CUMSTANCED AS WE ARE, BUT IN A FAIR, 
FREE, AND FULL REPRESENTATION OF THE 
PEOPLE. „ | 

« RESoLveD, That during the enſuing ſeſſion of Parliament, 
the General Committee of this Society do meet daily, for the 


purpoſe of watching the proceedings of the Parliament, and of 


the adminiſtration of the Government of this country. And 
that upon the firſt introduction of any Bill or motion inimical 
to the liberties of the people, ſuch as for LANDING FO- 
REIGN TROOPS IN GREAT BRITAIN or IRE- 
LAND, for ſuſpending the HABEAS CORPUS ACT, 


for proclaiming MARTIAL LAW, OR FOR PRE- 
VENTING THE PEOPLE FROM MEETING IN 


SOCIETIES for CONSTITUTIONAL INFORMA- 
TION, or any OTHER INNOVATION of a ſimilar nat: ze, 


that on any of theſe emergencies, the General Committee ſhall 


iſſue ſummonſes to the Delegates of each divifion, and alſo to 


the Secretaries of the different Societies affiliated and corre- 
ſponding with this Society, forthwith to call a GENERAL 
CONVENTION of the PEOPLE, to be held at ſuch place 


and 


5 
a a 


a A 
ak a 


* 
* 
— 


FIRST REPORT OF'COMMONS' SECRET COMMITTEE 19 


and in ſuch a manner as ſhall be ſpecified in the ſummons, for 
the purpoſe of taking ſuch meaſures into their conſidera· 
tion. 
Reſolved, That the preceding addreſs and reſolution be ſigned 
«© by the Chairman, aad printed and publiſhed. 
J. MARTIN, CHAIXMAN. 
. HARDY, SECRETARY.” 


© COMMITTEE ROOM, January 23, 1794- 


25 ' RESOL VED UNANIMOUSLY, DER 


That a hundred thouſand copies of the addreſs to the people 
© of Great Britain and Ireland, voted at the General Mecting, 
be printed and diſtributed by the Society. 

* Reſolved Unanimoufly, That the following toaſts, drank at 
* the anniverſary diuner of the Society, be printed at the end of 
the addreſs. 

IJ. THE RIGHTS OF MAN; and may Britons never 
want ſpirit to aſſert them. 

© II. The Brit 7705 Convention, lately held at Edinburgh; and 


ſucceſs to the important object it had in view. 


III. Citizen William Skirving, charged by the ſentence of tbe 


Court of Juſticiary, with the Honour of being the cauſe of call. 
ing that Convention. 

* IV. The London Correſponding Society, and other patriotic 
Societies of Great Britain and Ireland. 

V. Citizen Maurice Margarot, the condemned Delegate of 
< thrs Society; and may his maniy and patriotic conduct be re- 
* warded by the attachment of the people. 

Citizen Gerrald then aroſe, and in a ſtream of inſpiring elo- 

* quence, 3 the juſt eulogium of this truly valuable 
Citizen, ſo emphatically called by Citizen Aitchinſon (one of the 
* witneſſes on his trial) the SECOND SIDNEY. He con- 
« cluded with wiſhing we might rather die the /aft of Britiſh free- 
men, than live the firft 2 of ſlaves. 

VI. Citizen Joſeph Gerrald, the other Delegate of this Soci- 
* ety, now under proſecution ; and may his concluding ſentiment 
be engraved upon every Britiſh heart. 

VII. The tranſactions at Toulon, May Britons remember 
them as they ought, and profit by dear bought experience. 


VIII. Citizen Hamilton Roan, and the other true patriots of 


© Treland; and may the authors of the Convention-bill find that 
© they have committed a Bull. 

„IX. Citizens Muir and Palmer—May their ſentence be 
i ſpeedily reverſed, and Betany Bay be peopled with a colony of 
« real eriminals. 

KX. Succels to the arms of freedom againſt whomſoever di: 
« rected ; and confnſion to deſpots with whomſoever allied. 


« XI. All that is > good 1 in every confiitutten 3; and may we. never 
| * be 
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© be ſuperſtitious enough to reverence in any that which is god 
6 for nothing. "5 ; 
XII. Citizen Thomas Paine—May his virtue riſe ſuperior to 
£ calumny and ſuſpicion, and his name ſtill be dear to Britons, 
XIII. Lord Loughborough, the Earl of Moira, Sir Gilbert 
Elliot, and the other apoſtates from liberty; and may they 
enjoy the 12 of their apoſtacy /o long as they live. 8 
XIV. A ſpeedy and honourable peace with the brave republic 


/ France. 


© XV. The ſtarving manufafurers and negle#ed peaſantry of 


Great Britain and Ireland. | 
XVI. Citizen Fohn Froſt ; and a ſpeedy reſtoration of that 
© health which he loſt in the dungeons of Newgate. 
XVII. The wirtuous and ſpirited Citizens, now in confinement 
© for matters of opinion: And may we ſhew them by our conduct, 
© that they are not forgotten.” | 


On this paper it appears unneceſſary to offer any comment, or 


to do more than call the attention of the Houſe to the concluding 
reſolution. 

On the 27th of March the Society ſent a letter to the Society for 
Conſtitutional Information, to which the Committee alſo feel it 
right to call the attention of the Houſe, as it led to the particular 
concert, already taken notice of, between the two Societies, and to 
the recent meaſures founded thereupon, which now remain to be 
taken notice of. N Bs 

This letter, and the reſolutions of the two Societies in conſe- 
- quence, are ſtated in a printed paper, which was likewiſe found in 
the cuſtody of the Secretary of the Society, a copy of which is here 
ſubjoined. They are alſo entered in the book of the Society for 
| Conſtitutional Information. 


| | | March 27th, 1794. 
To the Secretary of the Society for Conſtitutional Information. 


© CITIZEN, 


© I am directed by the London Correſponding Society to tranſ- 
mit the following reſolutions to the Society for Conſtitutional 


reſpecting the important meaſures which the preſent juncture 
of affairs ſeems to require. The London Correſponding Soci- 
ety conceives that the moment is arrived when a full and explicit 
declaration is neceſſary from all the friends of freedom —W he- 
ther the late illegal and unheard-of proſecutions and ſentences 
ſhall determine us to abandon our cauſe, or ſhall excite us to 
purſue a radical reform with an ardour proportioned to the 
magnitude of the object, and with a * — diſtinguiſned on 
our parts as the treachery of others in the ſame glorious cauſe 


is notorious, The Society for Conſtitutional n is 
4 ck ] © there- 
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Information, and to requeſt the ſentiments of that Society 
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therefore required to determine whether or no they will be 


© ready, when called upon, to act in conjunction with this and 
© other Societies to obtain a fair repreſentation of the people: 


Whether they concur with us in ſeeing the neceſſity of a ſpeedy 


* 


Convention, for the purpoſe of obtaining, in a conſtitutional 
and legal method, a redreſs of thoſe grievances under which 


wie at preſent labour, and which can only be effectually removed 
8 ** full and fair repreſentation of the people of Great Britain. 
© 'Th 


e London Correſponding Society cannot but remind their 
© friends, that the preſent criſis demands all the prudence, unani- 
© mity, and vigour, that ever was or can be exerted by men or 
« Britons ; nor do they doubt but that manly firmneſs and con- 


ſiſtency will finally, and they believe ſhortly, terminate in tlie 


full accompliſhment of all their wiſhes, 
© I am, Fellow Citizen, | 
© (In my humble meaſure) 
A Friend to the Rights of Man, 
« T. HARDY, Secretary, 


Reſolved Unanimouſly, 5 4 

J. That dear as juſtice and liberty are to Britons, yet the 
value of them is comparatively ſmall without a dependence on 
© their permanency ; and there can be no ſecurity for the conti- 
* nuance of any right but in equal laws. EY. 

II. That equal laws can never be expected but by a full and 
© fair repreſentation of the people. To obtain which, in the 
way pointed out by the conſtitution, has been and is the 
* ſole _ of this Society. For this we are ready to hazard 
© every s 
an object which involves the happineſs, or even the political 
* exiltence, of ourſelves and poſterity. | 

III. That it is the decided opinion of this Society, that to 
* ſecure ourſelves from future illegal and ſcandalous proſecutions, 
to prevent a repetition of wicked and unjuſt ſentences, and to 
* recal thoſe wiſe and wholeſome laws that have been wreſted 
from us, and of which ſcarcely a veſtige remains, there ought 
* to be immediately a Convention of the people, by delegates 


deputed for that. purpoſe from the different Societies of the 


* friends of freedom, afſembled in the various parts of this nation. 


And we pledge ourſelves to the Public to purſue every legal 


method ſpeedily to accompliſh ſo deſirable a purpoſe. 
It was reſolved by the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
That their Secretary ſhould aſſure the London Correſponding 
* Society, that they heartily approved of their intentions, 20 
would co- operate with them in obtaining an object of ſo much 
* tmporta'» e to the peace and happineſs of ſociety. And that 
* he alſo requeſt the London Correſpondivg Society to ſend a 
© deleyation of its members to confer upon the ſubject, with an 
equal number of the Society for Coultitutional Information. 
Vol. III. ; d « A meet» 


ing, and never, but with our lives, will we relinquiſh | 
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A meeting of the delegates from the two Societies being 
held, they came to the following reſolutions ; | 
£ Reſolved, | | | | | 
« Firſt, That it appears to this Committee very deſirable, 
that a Convention or General Meeting of the friends of liberty 
ſhould be called for the purpoſe of taking into conſideration 
the proper methods of obtaining a full and fair repreſentation 
of the people. | 
Second, That it be recommended to the Society for Conſti- 
* tutional information, and London Correſponding Society, to 
* inſtitute a regular and prefling correſpondence with all thoſe 
parts of the country where ſuch meaſures may be likely to be 
promoted, not only to inftigate the Societies already baby 
but to endeavour alfo to produce ſuch other aſlociations as may 
further the general object. | 
Third, That it appears to this Committee, that the general 
object would be promoted if a Standing Committee of Co-ope- 
ration between the two Societies were eſtabliſhed, for the pur- 
« poſe of holding perſonal communications with ſuch members of 
« ſimilar Societies in other parts of the country, as may occa- 
© fionally be in London, and who may he authoriſed by their re 
ſpective Societies to act with ſuch Committee.” 
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« The above reſolutions being reported te the Society for 
« Conſtitutional Information, it was by them refolved, that the 
« ſame ſhould be entered on their books as part of the proceedings | 


Iau of the Society; and the Committee of Correſpondence was 
appointed to co-operate with the Committee of the London 2 
Correſponding Society, in conformity with the third reſo- « & 
© lution,” | : 10 
It further appears, from correſpondence of a recent date betweeu Subſ 
different Societies in the country and the Secretary of the Corre- end 
ſponding Society, that ſome time in the courſe of a few weeks palt, the pro 
circular letters had aQually heen ſent to different parts of the king- wy 
dom, on the ſubject of aſſembling a Convention, and a printed paper band 
to this effect has been found in the cuſtody of the Secretary to the 
Society; which is here inſerted, and which your Committee have 
good reaſon to believe is a copy of the circular letter referred to. «A; 
[The following is a copy of the ſaid printed paper.] : : 
s CITIZENS ! | | sf 
« 'Fhe critical moment is arrived, and Britons muſt either aſſert TO Tx 


with zeal and firmneſs their claims to liberty, or yield without 
© reſiſtance to the chains that miniſterial uſurpati. 1 18 forging for 

* them. Will you co-operate with us in the only FF | 4 

© meaſure that now preſents itſelf with any proſpect of fueveſs! *A 

« We nerd not intimate to you that, notwithſtanding the un- 
purallelæd 
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< paralleled audacity of a corrupt and overbearing faction, which 
« at preſent tramples on the _ and liberties of the people, 
our meetings cannot in England be interrupted without the 
previous adoption of a Convention Bill: A meaſure it is our 
duty to anticipate, that the ties of union may be more firmly 
drawn, and the ſentiments and views of the different Societies 
throughout the nation be compared, while it is yet in our 
power, ſo as to guide and direct the future operations of the 
Friends of Freedom. Rouſe then to one exertion more; and 
© let us ſhew our conſciouſneſs of this important truth—* If we 
© are to be beaten down with threats, proſecutions, and illegal 
£ ſentences, we are unworthy——we are incapable of liberty. — 
We muſt, however, be expeditious. Heſſians and Auſtrians 
are already among us; and, if we tamely ſubmit, a cloud of 
* theſe armed barba-ians may ſhortly be poured in upon us. Let 
4 us form, then, another Britith Convention. We 2 a central 
£ ſituation in our view, which we believe would be moſt conve- 
© nient for the whole iſland ; but whieh we forbear to mention, 
4 (entrearing your confidence in this particular) till we have the 
s anſwer of the Societies with which we are in eorreſpondenee. 
© Let us have your anſwer, then, by the zoth, at fartheſt, earlier 
£ if-peſſible, whether you approve of the meaſure, and how many 
« Delegates you can ſend, with the number alſo, if poſlible, of 
„your Sooieties. | | 
| We remain yours, in civic affection, | 
* Tur Lonbon Coax ES TON DING SOCIETY. 
| T. Hardy, Secretary. 


© For the management of this buſineſs we have appointed a 
© Secret Committee; you will judge how far it is neceſſary for 
you to do the ſame.” | 


Subſequent to the proceedings now ſtated, there was another ge- 
neral meeting of the 2 

the proceedings of which are ſtated in a printed paper likewiſe found 
on the Secretary of the Society, and which your Committee find has 
been circulated by order of the Society. | 


This paper is here inſerted (as follows); 5 
At a GENERAL MEETING of the London Correſpond- 
ing Society, held on the Green at Chalk Farm, on Monday 


* the 19th of April 1794, J. LOVETT in the Chair, The 
* following Letters qere read, | 


TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SOCIETY OF THE 
> ' FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE. 


Si, 


A a criſis fo important as the preſent, there needs no apo- | 


' logy on the part of the © London Correſponding Society,” tor 


43: _ * addreſling 


8 Society, held at Chalk Farm; 


: 
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© addrefling itſelf to all other aſſociated Societies, who have in 
view the ſame object as themſelves. 

« To the “ Soctety of the Friends of the People, arguments are 
not wanting to ſhew the importance and abſolute neceſſity of a 
full and fair repreſentation of the people of Great Britain. 
They have inveſtigated the ſubje&t for themſelves ; they have 
expoſed to the world a ſeries of plain and ' indiſputable facts, 
which muit excite in the mind of every man well diſpoſed to 


. 


remaining veſtiges of liberty, from which, as Britons, we derive 
conſolation. | 2 
© Deeply impreſſed with conſiderations of this nature, the 
London Correſponding Society earneſtly ſolicits, at this time, 
the concurrence and aſliſtance of the Society of the Friends of the 
People, in aſſembling, as ſpeedily as the nature of the buſineſs 
will admit, a Convention of the Friends of Freedom, for the 
purpoſe of obtaining, in a legal and conſtitutional method, a 
full and effectual repreſentation. 
Our requeſt is not made from the impreſſions of the moment, 
but after the matureſt deliberations on the value and importance 
of the object for which we are contending, and of the difficulties 
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hoſtile to the welfare of their country. | 
The oppoſition of ſuch perſons is no ſmall argument for the 
goodneſs of our cauſe; and their late conduct, when compared 
* with their former profeſſions, exhibits a depravity, unparalleled, 
we truſt, on the page of hiſtory. 

© Under the auſpices of apoſtate reformers, we have lately 
beheld ſerious and alarming encroachments on the liberties of 
the people. | 

We have ſeen with indignation and horror men ally and 
peaceably aiſembled, diſperſed by unconſtitutional powers, and 
their papers ſeized. 5 

We have ſeen ſome of our moſt virtuous brethren, whoſe 
only crime has been an imitation of Mr. PiTr, and his aſſo- 
ciates, ſentenced to fourteen years tranſportation, without the 
ſanction of law, or even of precedent, of which number, one 


«© a aA a 3a 


before he was even put upon his trial. 

The inſidious attempts alſo to introduce foreign troops into 
this country, without the conſent of Parliament, and the in- 
tended bill to embody foreigners into his Majeſty's ſervice, are 
meaſures ſufficiently calculated to awaken our fears for the ex- 
iſtence even of the name of liberty. Nor can we overlook that 
part of the preſent ſyſtem of corruption, which maintains out 
of the public plunder, a train of ſpies, more dangerous to ſo- 
ciety than ſo many aſſaſſins, whoſe avowed buſineſs is to deſtroy 
the friends of the country, one by one. ; 
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his country, apprehenfions of alarm for the ſecurity of the few 


we may expect from thoſe whoſe preſent intereſts render them 


was held up in the Britiſh Parliament as convided and condemned, 
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© Theſe are grievances which demand immediate redreſs, and 
when added to thoſe evils which are neceſſarily connected with 
every partial repreſentation of the people, call for the ſtrenuous 
© exertions of every lover of his country. 

© But we are told that the preſent is not the time for reform, 

© and that innovation may introduce diſturbance. Are thoſe 
© perſons to judge of the proper time to make a reform, who 
« exiſt only by corruption? Are the people of Britain to endure 
every thing without repining, without ardently ſeeking a radical 
© reform, becauſe difturbances may happen? Have the enemies to 
reform told us whence theſe diſturbances are to originate? Has 
- © a ſingle overt act been committed by the friends to freedom? 
Have not all the riots, all the public diſturhances, all the ſedi. 
« tious aſſemblies been excited by the enernies to reform? And do 
© they mean to tell us that they will ſtill find other inſtruments 
for their wicked deſigns ; that they have yet thoſe who will act 
over again the outrages that have been perpetrated in ſome 
« parts of Britain, and attempted in others ? TED 

If ſuch is the determination of thoſe perſons hoſtile to a fair 
© repreſentation, let them look to the conſequences, but let them re- 
collect that it has happened, and may happen again, that thoſe 

who kindled the flames have periſhed by them. 

The friends to reform are friends to peace, their principles can 
© be promoted only by peaceable means, they know of no other 
method of obtaining the object they defire. But they will not 
© be alarmed by the threats of venal apoftates, they will not draw 
© back becauſe they have ſeen ſome of their beſt friends doomed 
to exile. They will purſve the courſe in which they have be- 
gan, and turn neither to the right nor to the left. f 

Convinced as the London Correſponding Society is, that as 24 
© there is no power which ought, fo there is no power which can 

finally withſtand the juſt and ſteady demands of a people reſolved 
to be free; they will therefore look with confidence to the de- 
termination, and they hope to the co-operation of the Society of 

© the Friends of the People, in the attainment of an object which 
involves the deareft intereſts of ſociety. 

* Convinced alſo that their intentions are of the pureſt kind, 
they will never ſtoop to anſwer the calumnies of their enemies; 
© but will at all times, and in all circumſtances, endeavour, by 
* firmneſs and perſeverance, to deſerve the countenance and ap- 

© probation of the beſt friends of their country, the friends of a 
fair repreſentation of the 7 of Great Britain. 
| © I am, Sir, | 
For the London Correſponding Society 
| THOMAS HARDY, Sec.” 
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« COMMITTEE ROOMS. 
© FrITH-STREET, April 11, 1794. 
io, | 

< YOUR letter of the 4th inſtant, addreſſed to Mr. Syutninay, 

© Chairman of the FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE, was laid 
* before that SOCIETY at their meeting on Saturday laſt; and 
they inſtructed their Committee to thank the LONDON 
*£ CORRESPONDING SOCLETY for their communication, 
© and to expreſs the alarm they feel in common with every friend 
of liberty, at the late extraordinary proceedings of Govern- 
ment, ſo ably detailed, and fo juſtly oy ie Ing by your Society. 
« 'They aſſure you that all the friends of reform may “ look with 
* confidence to the determination and co-operation?” of this So- 
ciety in every peaceable and conſtitutional meaſure, which ſhall 
appear to them calculated to promote the object of their inſti- 
* tution; but they do not think that which is recommended in 
your letter, is likely to ſerve its profeſſed purpoſe. They fear 

it will furniſh the enemies of reform with the means of calum- 

* ntating its advocates, and fo far from forwarding the cauſe, will 

deter many from countenaneing that which they approve. For 
© theſe reaſons, the Friends ef the People muſt decline to ſend 

© delegates to the Convention propoſed by the London Corre- 


© ponding Society: At the ſame time, they renew their aſſurances 


of good will, and defire of preſerving a proper underſtanding 
and cordiality among all the friends of Parliamentary Reform, 
© notwithſtanding any difference of opinion that may occur as to 
the beſt method of accompliſhing it. | 
In name, and by order of the Committee, 

© (Signed) W. BRETON, Chairman.“ 
To Mr. T. Harpy, Secretary to the | 

London Correſponding Society. | 


* The following RESOLUTIONS were then paſſed . nan 
* monuſ!y : 
© Reſolved nnanimouſly, 5 
I. THAT this Society have beheld with riſing indignation, 
proportioned to the enormity of the evil, the late rapid advances 


of deſpotiſm in Britain; the invaſion of public ſecurity ; the 
* contempt of popular opinion; and the violation of all thoſe 


proviſions of the conftitution intended to protect the people 
againſt the eneroachments of power and prerogative. : 

© TI. That our abhorrence and deteſtation have been parti- 
cularly called forth by the late arbitrary and flagitious proceed- 
* ings of the Court of Juſticiary in Scotland, where all the doc- 
« trines and practices of the ar Chamber, in the times of Charles 
* the Firſt, have been revived and aggravated; and where ſen · 
© xences 
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tences have been pronounced in open violation of all law and 


jultice, which muſt ſtrike deep into the heart of every man 


the melancholy conviction that BRITON S ARE No LONGER 
FREE. 

III. That the whole proceedings of the late Britiſh Conven- 
tion of the People at Edinburgh are ſuch as claim our appro- 
bation and applauſe, 8 | 
IV. That the conduct of Citizens MaxGaroT and GERAID 
in particular, by its ſtrict conformity with our wiſhes and in- 
ſtructions, and the ability, firmneſs, and diſintereſted patrivtiſm 
which it ſo eminently diſplayed, has inſpired an enthuſiaſm of 
zeal and attachment, which no time can obliterate, and no per- 
ſecution remove ; and that we will preſerve their names en- 
graven on our hearts till we have an opportunity to redreſs their 
wrongs. E | 

© V. That any attempt to violate thoſe yet remaining laws, 


which were intended for the ſecurity of Engliſhmen againſt the | 


tyranny of courts and miniſters, and the corruption of dependent 
judges, by velting in ſuch judges a legiſlative or arbitrary 
power, (ſuch as has lately been exerciſed by the Court of Juiti- 
ciary in Scotland) ought to be conſidered as diſſolving entirely 
the ſocial compact between the Engliſh nation and their Go- 
vernors, and driving them to an immediate appeal to that in- 
controvertible maxim of eternal juſtice, that the ſaſety of the peo- 


ple is the SUPREME, and, in caſes of neceſſity, the ONLY law. 


VI. That the arming and diſciplining in this country, either 
with or without the conſent of 3 any bands of em: 
grants and foreigners, driven from their own country for their 
known attachment to an INFAMOUS DESPOTISM, is an Outrageous 
attempt to overawe and intimidate the free ſpirit of Britons ; to 
ſubjugate them to an army of mercenary cut-throats, whoſe 
views and intereſt mutt of neceſſity be in direct oppoſition to 
thoſe of the nation, and that no pretence whatever 0UGUT to 
induce the people to ſubmit to ſo unconſtitutional a meaſure. 
VII. That the unconſtitutional project of raiſing money and 
troops by forced benevolences, (and no benevolences collected 
upon requiſition from the King or his miniſters can ever in 
reality be voluntary) and the equally unjuſtifiable meature of 
arming one part of the people againſt the other, brought 
Charles the Firſt to the block, and drove James the Second and 
his poſterity from the throne ; and that conſequently miniſtere, 
in advifing ſuch meaſures, ought to confider whether they are 
not guilty of high treaſon. | | 
VIII. That this Society have beheld with conſiderable plea- 
ſure the conſiflent refpef which the Houſe of Lords diſplayed 
for their own conſtitutional rules and orders on the fourth of 
the preſent month upon the motion of Earl Stanhope, concern- 
ing the inte;ference of miniſters in the internal Goverument 
of France; and that it is the firm conviction of this Society, 
that this circumſtance, when properly detailed, will have a con- 
| © fiderable 
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* fiderable effect in convincing the country at large of the true 
* dignity and utility of that branch of HIS MAJESTy'g 
* PARLIAMENT. | | 

© 1X. That the thanks of this meeting be given to Eaxr, 
* STANHOPE for his manly and patriotic conduct during the pre- 


© ſent ſeſſion of Parliament; a conduct which unſupported ag 


it has been in the ſenate, of which HE is ſo truly honourable a 
Member) has, together with the timely interference of certain 
* ſpirited and patriotic Aſſociations, been nevertheleſs already 
productive * the ſalutary effect of chaſing the Heſſian and 
* Hanoverian mercenaries from our coaſts, who, but for theſe 
* exertions, might have been marched perhaps ere this into the 
© very heart of the country, together with others of their coun- 
© trymen, to have peopled the Barracks which every-where 


© inſult the eyes of Britons. 


X. That it is the firm conviction of this Society that a 
© ſteady perſeverance in the ſame bold and energetic ſentiments 
* which have lately been avowed by the Friends of Freedom 
* cannot fail of crowning with ultimate triumph the virtuous 
© cauſe in which we are engaged, ſince whatever may be the in- 
« tereſted opinion of hereditary ſenators, or packed majorities of 
« pretended repreſentatives, Truth and Liberty, in an age ſo 
© enlightened. as the preſent, muſt be invincible and omni- 


potent.“ | 


© This Society having already addrefſed M. Mancaror, 
«© their Delegate, an ADDRESS to JOSEPH GERALD 


vas read as follows, and carried unanimouſly. | 


To JOSEPH GERALD, a leh rages ſentenced by the 
High Court of Zufticiary of Scotland, to Tranſportation 
* beyond'the Seas for FOURTEEN YEARS! 


WE behold in you our beloved and reſpected friend and 
fellow- citizen, a martyr to the glorious cauſe of equal Repre- 
ſertation, and we cannot permit you to leave this degraded 
country without expreſſing the infinite 62h, 2g the people 
at large, and we in particular, owe to you for your very {pi- 
rited exertions in that cauſe upon every occaſion ; but upon 
none more conſpicuouſly than during the fitting vf the Ba. 
isn CoxvenTlion of the PEOPLE at Edinburgh, and the 
conſequent proceeding (we will not call it trial) at the bar of 
the Court of Juſticiary. | | 

We know not which moſt deſerves our admirition, the 
ſplendid talents with which you are ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed, 
the exalted virtues by which they have been directed, the per. 
ſeverance and undaunted firmneſs which you ſo nobly diſplayed 
in reſiſting the wrongs of your inſulted and oppreſſed country, 
or, your preſent manly and philoſophical ſuffering under an 
grlitrary and, till of late, unpreced:nied ſentence—a ſentence, 
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one of the moſt vindictive and crucl that has been pronounced 
fince the days of that moſt infamous and ever-to-be-deteſted 
Court of Star Chamber, the enormous tyranny of which coſt 
the firſt Charles his head. | | 

© To you and to your aſſociates we feel ourſelves moſt deeply 
indebted. For us it is that you are ſuffering the ſentence of 
tranſportation with felons, the vileſt outcaſts of ſociety ! For 
us it is that you are doomed to the inhoſpitable ſhores of New 
Holland; where, however, we doubt not you will experience 
conſiderable alleviation by the remembrance of that vix r uous 
conNDucCT for which it is impoſed on you, and by the ſincere 
regard and efteem of your fellow-citizens. ; 

The equal laws of this country have, for ages paſt, been 
the boaſt of its inhabitants : But whither are they now fled ? 
We are animated by the ſame ſentiments, are daily repeating 
the ſame words, and committing the ſame actions for which 
you are thus infamouſly ſentenced ; and we will repeat and 


commit them until we have obtained redreſs; yet we are un- 


puniſhed ! Either therefore the law is unjuſt towards you in 
inflicting puniſhment on the exertions of virtue and talents, or it 
ought not to deprive us of our ſhare in the GLoky of the mar- 
tyrdom. | | 

We again, therefore, pledge ourſelves to you and to our 
country, never to ceaſe demanding our rights from thoſe who 


have uſurped them, until having obtained an Equal Repreſent- 


ation of the People, we ſhall be enabled to hail you once 
more with triumph to your native country, We wiſh you 
health and happineſs; and be aſſured we never, ever ſhall 
forget your name, your virtues, nor YOUR GREAT EXAMPLE. 
The London Correſponding Society. 
JOHN LOVETT, Chairman. 
THOMAS HARDY, Secretary. 

The 14th of April 1794. f | 


It was alſo unanimouſly reſolved, 
© That the Committee of Correſpondence be directed to convey 


the approbation of this Society—I. To Archibald Hamilton 


Rowan, priſoner in the Newgate of the city of Dublin, for 
his Key ha attachment to the people, and for his ſpirited aſ- 
ſertion of their rights. 

II. To John Philpot Curran, for his admirable and ener- 
getic defence of A. H. Rowan, and the principles of liberty, 
as well as for his patriotic conduct in Parliament. | 

III. To the Society of United Lnſhmen in Dublin, and to 
exhort them to perſevere in their exertions to obtain juſtice for 
the people of lreland. 

IV. To Skirving, Palmer, and Muir, ſuffering the ſame 


iniquitous ſentences, and in the ſame cauſe with our Dele- 


gates, 
Vol. III. ts © V. To 
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V. To John Clark and Alexander Reid, for their ſo readily 
* and difintereſtedly giving bail for our Delegates, inſtigated 
* thereto ſolely by their attachment to liberty, uninfluenced. by 
© any perſonal conſideration. 

© VI. To Adam Gilles, Malcolm Laing, and James Gibſon, 
«© for their able aſſiſtance given to Joſeph Gerald, at the bar of 
the High Court of Juſticiary at Edinburgh. 2 

VII. To felicitate Thomas Walker, of Mancheſter, and 
the people at large, on the event of his, as well as ſeveral other 
© late trials, and on the de velopement of the infamy of a ſyſtem 
of ſpies and informers. 
VIII. To Sir Joſeph Mawbey, for his manly conduct at the 
late ſurreptitious meeting held at Epſom in Surry. | 


* 


* 


* 


 {t was alſo unanimouſly reſolved, | 
That 2c0,000 copies of the proceedings and reſolutions of 
this mceting be printed and publiſhed. | | 
J. LOVETT, Chairman. 
T. HARDY, Secretary, 


* 


* Reſolved, : 
That the thanks of this meeting be given to the Chairman, 
for his manly and impartial conduct this day. 


T. HARDY, Secretary.” 


From a review of theſe tranſactions your Committee feel it im- 
poſſible not to conclude, that the meaſures which have been ſtated 
are directed to the object of aſſembling a meeting which, under the 
name of a General Convention, may take upon itſelf the character 
of a General Repreſentative of the People. However at different 
periods the term of Parliamentary Reform may have been employed, 
it is obvious that the preſent view. of theſe Societies is not intended 
to be proſecuted by any application to Parliament, but, on the 
contrary, by an open attempt to ſuperſede the Houſe of Commons 
in its repreſentative capacity, and to aſſume to itſelf all the functions 
and powers of a national legiſlature. f 

This object, as what is really intended to be attained by aſſembling 
a Convention, appears expreſsly and pointedly ſtated, even as early 
as the 15th of April 1793, in the letter to the United Societies at 
Norwich, already referred to, and the ſame letter ſufficiently ex- 
plains the policy in conſequence of which, ſubſequent te that period, 
the topic of Parliamentary Reform has been {till oſtenſibly brought 
forward in ſome of the communications which have been made pub- 
lic. As a further illuſtration of this obſervation, your Committee 
| think it not immaterial to remark, that in a letter from Margarot, 
at Edinburgh, to the Secretary of the Society for Conſtitutional 
Information, in December 1793, it is particularly recommended to 


him not to introduce politics in his letter, or at leaſt nothing but 


what concerns Reform. Whatever diſguiſe, however, may have 
ngs 


to 


been employed in an earlier period, ſeems in the later proceedi 
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to have been wholly relinquiſhed. The object is ſtill ſtated to be a 
fair and equal repreſentation of the people ; but a General Conven- 
tion of the People, to be choſen by the Delegates of the different 
Societies, is propoſed for th: purpoſe of obtaining this end. No 
mention is made of any application to Parhament, or of any amend- 
ment of the repreſentation in Parliament. 

The circular letter, inſerted in a former part of this Report, re- 


commends forming another Britiſh Convention, to be held in a cen- 


tral ſituation moſt convenient for the whole iſland; and ſtates the 
appointment of a Secret Committee for that purpoſe. 

The third reſolution paſſed by the Correſponding Society on the 
27th March, and communicated to the Society for Conſtitutional 
Inſormation, which was the foundation of the ſubſequent joint pro- 
ceelings of the two Societies, ſtates the object of the Convention to 
be for the purpoſe “ of ſecuring themſelves from future illegal and 
ſcandalous proſecutions, to prevent a repctitio: of wicked and unjuſt 
ſentences, and recall thoſe wiſe and who!:lome laws which have 
been wreſted from them.“ Terms which appear to your Committee 
to be material, not ſo much on account of tlieir general inflammatory 
tendency, as becauſe they evidently point at obtaining a redreſs of 
ſuppoſed grievances, not by application to Parliament, but by acts 
of authority to be exerciſed by themſelves. | 

The reſolutions afterwards paſſed on the 14th of April contain 
open attacks on all the branches of the Legiſlature, and a direct 
invitation to the people to reſiſt meaſures then in the contemplation 
of the Legiſlature ; and expreſsly ſtating that they ought equally 
to be reſiſted, whether adopted with or without the conſent of Par- 


lament. | 
When, in addition to theſe conſiderations, the Committee reflect 


on the leading circumſtances which they have already ſtated, of the 


declared approbation, at an early period, of the doctrine of the 
Rights of Man, as ſtated in Paine's publications; of the connection 
and intercourſe with French Societies, and with the National Con- 
vention: and of the ſubſequent approbation of the French ſyſtem ; 
and conſider that theſe are the principles which the promoters of a 
Convention evidently make the foundation of all their proceedings; 
they are ſatisfied that the deſign now openly profeſſed and acted 
upon, aims at nothing leſs than what is ſtated in his Majeſty's meſ- 
ſage, and muſt be conſidered as a traitorous conſpiracy for the ſub- 
verſion of the eſtabliſhed laws and conſtitution, and the introduction 
of that ſyſtem of anarchy and confuſion which has fatally prevailed 
in France. | 

There ſtill remain two points connected with what has been al- 
ready Rated, which your Committee have not yet had the opportu- 
nity of inveſtigating as fully as they wiſh, but which appear too 
important to be wholly palled over: 

It appears to your Committee, that in ſome of the Societies re- 
ferred to, propoſals have been received, and that meaſures have 
recently been taken, for providing arms to be diſtributed among the 
Members of the Societies. 
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It alſo appears, from ſuch information as your Committee haye 
hitherto had the opportunity of receiving, that ſince the apprehen- 
fion of the perſons in whoſe cuſtody the papers were found which 
have been referred to your Committee, there Fhave been ſeveral 
meetings of the Societies in dilterent parts of the metropolis ; that 
the deſigns which were before entertained have been by no means 
abandoned; and that on the contrary there have been ſome indica- 
tions of a diſpoſition to concert means for forcibly reſiſting ſuch 
meaſures as may be taken for defeatingtheir accompliſhment, or for 
bringing the authors and abettors of them to juſtice. 
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